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History of the Sergeant Major
The rank of Sergeant Major dates back to the 13th century 
when that title applied to the chief tenant of a knight’s 
military retinue. The rank is peculiar in that it has, at various 
times, been applied to commissioned officers as well as 
noncommissioned officers. In the 16th and 17th centuries, 
the Sergeant Major was a field officer below the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel, equivalent to the Major today, who 
usually performed duties as an adjutant. In mid-17th century 
England under Oliver Cromwell, Sergeant Major was 
actually a general officer rank equivalent to today’s Major 
General. From the 18th century to the present, Sergeant 
Major has become the highest noncommissioned officer’s 
rank. 

Whether the rank was that of a commissioned or 
noncommissioned officer, the responsibilities of the 
rank have always been those of superintendent over the 
organization’s drill, discipline, and administration. 

In the Marine Corps, the rank was created by Congress in 
1798. The first incumbent was Sergeant Major Archibald 
Summers. For exactly a century, until the Spanish-American 
War in 1898, the Corps had only one sergeant major billet, 
which is the origin of today’s post of Sergeant  Major of the 
Marine Corps.



Major General Bowers currently serves as the 
Commanding General, Marine Corps Recruiting 
Command.  Throughout his career, he has served 
in every Marine Expeditionary Force, in every 
element of the Marine Air Ground Task Force, and 
in most parts of the supporting establishment.  
He was commissioned in 1990 after graduating 
with distinction from Virginia Military Institute 
with a B.A. in History.  After completing The Basic 
School and Marine Corps Engineer School, he 
served in a variety of assignments in the 1st 
Marine Expeditionary Brigade on Kaneohe Bay, 
Hawaii from 1991-1994, deploying to Southwest 
Asia and locations in the Pacific.  In June 1994, 

he reported to Marine Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego and served as a 
Series Commander, Company Commander and Regimental S-3A.  After 
graduation from the U.S. Army’s Engineer Officer Advanced Course in May 
1997, he reported to 7th Engineer Support Battalion at Camp Pendleton, 
California and served as S-3A, Charlie Company Commander, Battalion 
Operations Officer and Executive Officer.

In June 2000, he reported to Recruiting Station Lansing, Michigan and 
served as Commanding Officer until July 2003.  In August 2003, he 
reported to the Naval Command and Staff College in Newport, Rhode 
Island, and then attended the School of Advanced Warfighting at Quantico, 
Virginia.  He checked into III Marine Expeditionary Force in Okinawa, Japan 
in 2005 and served as the Operational Planning Team Branch Head for 
G-3, Future Operations.  From Okinawa, he deployed to Iraq and served as 
a Plans Team Leader for Multi-National Force Iraq.  He assumed command 
of Marine Wing Support Squadron 273 in Beaufort, South Carolina in 
May 2007.  After deploying with the squadron to Operation Iraqi Freedom 
in 2008-2009, he relinquished command in May 2009 and reported as 
a student to the National War College in Washington D.C.  In June 2010, 
he reported to the Joint Staff, J-5 Directorate as the Strategy Concepts 
Branch Chief.

From 2012-2015, he commanded the 6th Marine Corps District at 
Marine Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island, South Carolina.  From 2015-
2017, he served as the Military Assistant to the 33rd and 34th Assistant 
Commandants of the Marine Corps.  In July 2017 upon selection to 
Brigadier General, he was assigned as the President, Marine Corps 
University and Commanding General, Education Command.  In July 2019, 
he assumed duties as Commanding General, Marine Corps Installations 
Pacific - Marine Corps Base Camp Butler, on Okinawa, Japan.  He assumed 
command of Marine Corps Recruiting Command in July 2022. 

Major General Bowers’ personal decorations include the Legion of Merit 
(with gold star), the Bronze Star, the Defense Meritorious Service Medal 
(with oak leaf cluster), the Meritorious Service Medal, the Navy and Marine 
Corps Commendation Medal (with two gold stars), the Navy and Marine 
Corps Achievement Medal and the Humanitarian Service Medal.  He was 
the “Combat Engineer Officer of the Year” in 1998 and has received several 
academic and writing awards.

Major General William J. Bowers
MCRC Commanding General



Sergeant Major Goodyear completed 
recruit training at MCRD San Diego, 
CA in August 1996 and was assigned to 
Camp Pendleton, CA for Infantry Training 
School as a Mortarman 0341.

In November 1996, Private First Class 
Goodyear received orders to Marine 
Barracks, Guantanamo Bay Cuba. He 
was attached to Rifle Security Company 
Windward, where he provided fence line    
security. 

In December 1997, Lance Corporal Goodyear was transferred 
to 2d Battalion, 4th Marines, Weapons Company, 81mm Mortar 
Platoon.  During this tour he deployed with the 31st MEU in 
support of Operation DESERT FOX and DESERT ANVIL, and he 
earned the rank of Corporal and Sergeant before requesting 
assignment to Marine Security Guard Battalion. 

From August 1999, Sergeant Goodyear was assigned as a 
Watch Stander with the Marine Security Guard Battalion 
serving in US Embassies Vienna Austria, and Moscow 
Russia.  He assisted in the opening of the Marine Detachment 
Vilnius, Lithuania holding the billet of Assistant Detachment 
Commander.  He was meritoriously promoted to the rank of 
Staff Sergeant in July of 2002. 

In September 2002, Staff Sergeant Goodyear was transferred 
to 1st Battalion, 2d Marines (1/2) were he served as a section 
leader for 81mm Mortar Platoon and deployed in support 
of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM.  Upon his return, he was 
transferred to Bravo Company, 1/2 and again deployed to Iraq 
serving as a Rifle Platoon Sergeant until April 2005.

Staff Sergeant Goodyear was assigned to Recruiting Station 
St Louis, MO in July 2005, and was assigned as the Staff 
Noncommissioned Officer of Recruiting Sub-Station Quincy, 
IL.  During this tour he led his Recruiting Sub-Station to 
be recognized as station of the year, and was promoted to 
Gunnery Sergeant in April 2006.

Sergeant Major Allen B. Goodyear
MCRC Sergeant Major (Outgoing)



In June 2008, Gunnery Sergeant Goodyear was assigned to 
2d Battalion, 8th Marines.  He held the billet of Combined Anti-
Armor Team Platoon Sergeant and deployed to Afghanistan in 
early 2009.  Upon his return he was promoted to First Sergeant 
and transferred to Golf Company, 2/8 where he served as the 
Company First Sergeant.  He deployed again to Afghanistan in 
November 2010. 

In May 2011, First Sergeant Goodyear was selected to attend 
Class 62 of the Army Sergeant Major Academy.    

In July 2012, First Sergeant Goodyear was assigned as the 
Inspector and Instructor First Sergeant of Headquarters 
Company, 25th  Marine Regiment. He was promoted to the rank 
of Sergeant Major and transferred to Marine Fighter Attack 
Squadron 211, from May 2015 until April 2018. 

In May 2018 he assumed the responsibilities as the Marine 
Aviation Logistics Squadron 11 Sergeant Major until his transfer 
to Marine Air Control Group - 38 in October 2019 until March 
2022.  

From March 2022 until February 2024 he was assigned as the 
Command Senior Enlisted Leader, for Marine Corps Systems 
Command.

From March 2024 until July 2025 he served as the Command 
Senior Enlisted Leader, for Marine Corps Recruiting Command. 
He is currently assigned as the Command Senior Enlisted 
Leader for Marine Corps Forces Central Command.

His personal awards include the Legion of Merit, Purple Heart 
Medal, Meritorious Service Medal (w/two gold star in lieu of 
3rd award), Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal (w/
four gold stars in lieu of 5th award w/Valor Device ), Navy and 
Marine Corps Achievement Medal (w/one gold star in lieu of 2nd 
award), and Combat Action Ribbon (w/one gold star in lieu of 
2nd award).



Sergeant Major Dorsey enlisted in the 
Marine Corps out of California in 1998 
and entered Recruit Training at Hotel 
Company, 2d Battalion, MCRD San Diego, 
CA. Following Recruit Training, Sergeant 
Major Dorsey attended Marine Combat 
Training at Camp Pendleton, CA, where 
he was meritoriously promoted to 
Private First Class. Upon completion, he 
was assigned to Supply School at Camp 
Johnson, NC, where he earned the MOS 
of 3051, Supply Warehouse Clerk.

Sergeant Major Dorsey reported to Camp Lejeune, NC in 
August 1998 as a Warehouse Clerk with 2d Supply Battalion, 
Supply Company, CTEP Platoon. In January 1999, Sergeant 
Major Dorsey was sent to H&S Company as the Commanding 
Officer’s Driver. While serving in this billet, Sergeant Major 
Dorsey was promoted to Lance Corporal and meritoriously 
promoted to Corporal. In June of 1999, he attended Corporals 
Course where he was selected as one of the Distinguished 
Graduates.

In November 2001, he was reassigned as the Warehouse Chief 
with MSSG 24, 24th MEU. In 2002, he attended Sergeants 
Course and was selected as the recipient of the Gung Ho 
Award. During this tour, Sergeant Major Dorsey deployed and 
participated in numerous operations such as Operation KFOR 
Kosovo, Enduring Freedom, JTF HOA Djibouti Africa, and Iraqi 
Freedom.

In September 2003, Sergeant Major Dorsey received 
orders to MCRD San Diego for Drill Instructor School. Upon 
completion of Drill Instructor School, Sergeant Major Dorsey 
was assigned to Lima Company, 3d Battalion where he served 
as a Drill Instructor and Senior Drill Instructor. Upon selection 
to Staff Sergeant, he attended Career Course where he was 
the recipient of the Gung Ho Award. In February of 2007, 
he was assigned to 2d Amphibious Assault Battalion as the 
Supply Warehouse Chief. He then attached to 1st Battalion, 9th 
Marines as the Headquarters Platoon Sergeant and Supply 
Chief for a deployment to Iraq. On 2 April 2010, he was
selected as the MARFORCOM Meritorious Gunnery Sergeant. 

Sergeant Major Jesse J. Dorsey
MCRC Sergeant Major (Incoming)



Sergeant Major Dorsey was then assigned to the Staff
Noncommissioned Officer Academy as a Faculty Advisor for the 
Career Course until July 2012.

In August 2012, Sergeant Major Dorsey reported to MWSS 
172, Okinawa, for duty as the Warehouse Chief and was 
later reassigned as the Aviation Operations Company First 
Sergeant upon his selection to First Sergeant in December 
2013. As a frocked First Sergeant, he reported to Headquarters 
Company, Combat Logistics Regiment 3 where he deployed 
to Korea. Upon his return from Korea, he was hand selected 
and redeployed with the T-AKE 14-1 as the Company First 
Sergeant until September 2014. He was then reassigned to 
Motor Transportation Company A, 3d Transportation Support 
Battalion until April 2015. Sergeant Major Dorsey was then 
transferred to 9th Engineer Support Battalion from April 2015 
to January 2016. In January 2016 he reported to Combat 
Assault Battalion, 3d Marine Division as the Company First 
Sergeant for Combat Engineer Company and Headquarters 
and Service Company until September 2017. Sergeant Major 
Dorsey then reported to Fox Company, 2d Recruit Training 
Battalion, Recruit Training Regiment, MCRD Parris Island SC, 
as the Fox Company First Sergeant until his promotion to 
Sergeant Major. Sergeant Major Dorsey assumed duty as 
the Sergeant Major of Recruiting Station Columbia, SC, from 
January 2019 until January 2022. Sergeant Major Dorsey
assumed duty as the Barracks Sergeant Major for Marine 
Barracks, Washington, D.C. January 2022 until January 2024. 
February 2024 until June 2025 Sergeant Major Dorsey served 
as the Senior Enlisted Leader for Marine Corps Systems 
Command, Quantico VA.

Sergeant Major Dorsey’s personal awards include the Legion of 
Merit, Meritorious Service Medal, Navy and Marine Corps
Commendation Medal with four gold stars in lieu of the 5th 
award, and Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal with 
three gold stars in lieu of the 4th award. He also received the 
General Gerald C. Thomas Award for Outstanding Leadership 
and Inspiration as well as the Dan Daly Leadership Award.



MCRC History

Marine Corps Recruiting Command (MCRC) was officially 
established on January 1, 1994 when the Personnel 
Procurement Division, a staff section within Headquarters 
Marine Corps, was dissolved. Originally headquartered at 
the Navy Annex in Washington D.C., the command moved 
to Marine Corps Base Quantico, Virginia on October 9, 1998 
and is co-located with Manpower and Reserve Affairs in the 
James Wesley Marsh Center. 

Marine Corps Recruiting Command is responsible to the 
Commandant of the Marine Corps to find, attract, and 
recruit qualified individuals for the active and reserve 
components, both Officer and Enlisted to achieve Total 
Force accession requirements. Additionally, MCRC conducts 
formal training for the recruiting force and serves as the 
occupational field sponsor and monitoring command for 
565 career recruiters. 

Since the beginning of the all-volunteer force in 1973, 
Marine recruiters have been instrumental in recruiting 
a quality Corps of Marines. The Marine Corps accesses 
approximately 40,000 new enlisted recruits and officer 
candidates each year. More than 99% of Marine recruits 
are high school graduates and 70% score in the upper half 
of the written military entrance exam; well in excess of 
established Department of Defense benchmarks. 

Today, in one of the most challenging recruiting 
environments in the Corps’ history, canvassing recruiters 
and officer selection teams remain steadfast in their 
commitment to meet assigned goals and to accomplish the 
mission in support of the Commandant of the Marine Corps’ 
manpower requirements.



Marines’ Hymn

From the Halls of Montezuma
To the shores of Tripoli;

We fight our country’s battles
In the air, on land, and sea;

First to fight for right and freedom
And to keep our honor clean;
We are proud to claim the title

Of United States Marine.

Our flag’s unfurled to every breeze
From dawn to setting sun;

We have fought in ev’ry clime and place
Where we could take a gun;

In the snow of far-off Northern lands
And in sunny tropic scenes;

You will find us always on the job
The United States Marines.

Here’s health to you and to our Corps
Which we are proud to serve;

In many a strife we’ve fought for life
And never lost our nerve;
If the Army and the Navy

Ever look on Heaven’s scenes;
They will find the streets are guarded

By United States Marines.
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