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U.S. Department of Commandant U.S. Coast Guard Stop 7324 
Homeland Security United States Coast Guard 2703 Martin Luther King JR Ave SE 

Washington, DC 20593-7324 
Staff Symbol: CG-731 United States hqs-dg-lst-cg-7311@uscg.mil Coast Guard 

COMDTINST 10470.10I 
17 JUL 2026 

COMMANDANT INSTRUCTION 10470.10I 

Subj: RESCUE AND SURVIVAL SYSTEMS 

Ref: (a) Boat Crew Handbook – Rescue and Survival Systems, BCH16114.2 (series) 
(b) Financial Resource Management Manual (FRMM), COMDTINST 7100.3 (series)
(c) Supply Policy and Procedures Manual, COMDTINST 4400.19 (series)
(d) U.S. Coast Guard Personal Property Management, COMDTINST 4500.5 (series)

1. PURPOSE. This Instruction establishes policy, equipment standards, and procurement
authorization for the use, configuration, maintenance, and logistics of rescue and survival
equipment used by United States Coast Guard personnel operating on or near the water.

2. ACTION. All Coast Guard unit commanders, commanding officers, officers-in-charge,
deputy/assistant commandants, and chief of headquarter directorates must comply with the
policies contained.

3. AUTHORIZED RELEASE. Internet release is authorized.

4. DIRECTIVES AFFECTED. Rescue and Survival Systems, COMDTINST 10470.10H is
hereby cancelled. 

5. DISCUSSION. The policies in this Instruction apply to all Active Duty, Reserve,
Auxiliary Facilities under orders, scheduled mission personnel, scheduled passengers, and
unscheduled passengers embarked on Coast Guard and non-Coast Guard vessels, and
shoreside personnel. Additionally, this Instruction applies to operations conducted on or
near the water where personnel could accidentally fall in or otherwise be exposed to water
hazards.

6. DISCLAIMER. This guidance is not a substitute for applicable legal requirements, nor is
it itself a rule. It is intended to provide administrative guidance for Coast Guard personnel
and is not intended, nor does it impose legally-binding requirements on any party outside
the Coast Guard.
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7. MAJOR CHANGES. 

a. Updated: Federal Plain Language Guidelines throughout, and the Flood Response 
Equipment Table. Directed users to Master Equipment List for all authorized RSS 
equipment. Incorporated Dry Suit Life Cycle. 

b. Changed: Layer I, II, and III to Base Layer, Thermal Layer, and Dry Suit; and 
geographic reference for units requiring Cold Weather Personal Equipment (CWPE). 

c. Removed: pyrotechnics from the Boat Crew Survival Vest, 406 MHz Category II, and 
equipment salient characteristics (retained by RSS Program Manager). 

d. Relocated: equipment descriptions and procedural references to Reference (a), sample 
forms from appendices to CG-731 RSS SharePoint site. 

e. Forms: Replaced Personal Clothing and Equipment Record Form AF-538 with Form 
CG-10470 Rescue & Survival Systems Clothing & Equipment Record. 

8. SCOPE AND AUTHORITIES.  It is recommended the reader become familiar with the 
directives and publications noted throughout this Instruction, including the following: 
Boat Crew Handbook – Boat Operations, BCH16114.1 (series); 
Financial Resource Management – Procedures, COMDTPUB 7100.4 (series). 

9. ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECT AND IMPACT CONSIDERATIONS. The Office of 
Environmental Management, Commandant (CG-SHORE-V) reviewed this Commandant 
Instruction and the general policies contained within and determined that this policy falls 
under DHS categorical exclusion A3. This CI will not result in any substantial change to 
existing environmental conditions or violation of any applicable federal, state, or local laws 
relating to the protection of the environment. It is the responsibility of the action proponent 
to evaluate all future specific actions resulting from this policy for compliance with the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), other applicable environmental requirements, 
and the U.S. Coast Guard Environmental Planning Policy, COMDTINST 5090.1 (series). 

10. DISTRIBUTION. Electronic distribution in the Directives System Library. Intranet/Pixel 
Dashboard: Directives Pubs, and Forms - PowerApps (appsplatform.us). If Internet 
released: Commandant Instructions (uscg.mil), Coast Guard Forms (uscg.mil) . 

11. RECORDS MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS. Records created as a result of this 
Instruction, regardless of format or media, must be managed in accordance with Records & 
Information Management Program Roles and Responsibilities, COMDTINST 5212.12 
(series) and the records retention schedule located on the Records Resource Center Microsoft 
SharePoint site. 

12. FORMS. Personal Clothing and Equipment Record, Form CG-10470. Suggested changes 
and/or corrections for immediate action may be submitted to USCG.Forms@uscg.mil. 

13. REPORTS.  None. 
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14. SECTION 508. This policy is created to adhere to accessibility guidelines and standards as
promulgated by the U.S. Access Board with consideration of Information and
Communications Technology (ICT) requirements. Customer experience (CX), plain
language, and service delivery improvements were considered. If modifications are needed
for this artifact, please communicate with the Section 508 Program Management Office
(PMO) at Section.508@uscg.mil. Concerns or complaints for non-compliance of policy
and/or artifacts may be directed to the Section 508 PMO, the Civil Rights Directorate
(https://www.uscg.mil/Resources/Civil-Rights/) for the Coast Guard, or to the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security at accessibility@hq.dhs.gov.

15. REQUEST FOR CHANGES. Comments and suggestions from users of this Instruction are
welcomed. All such correspondence may be submitted online to the Boat Forces Doctrine
and Policy Staff.

/AMY B. GRABLE/ 
Rear Admiral, U. S. Coast Guard 
Assistant Commandant for Capability 
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INTRODUCTION TO RESCUE AND SURVIVAL SYSTEMS 

This Instruction establishes Coast Guard policy requirements necessary to conduct safe 
operations across all Coast Guard mission sets where rescue and survival equipment is 
implemented, to include operations conducted on or near the water where there is an 
uncontrolled risk of entering the water. 

Every effort has been made to identify appropriate Personal Equipment (PE) to outfit and equip 
Coast Guard members and assets for a full range of environmental and operational conditions. 
While not every situation can be expected, this Instruction provides means for requesting 
deviations, waivers, and equipment recommendations necessary for the safety of our personnel 
and those we serve. Successful operations require the exercise of good safety practices, sound 
judgment, and common sense at all levels of command. 

The Office of Boat Forces (CG-731) leads the Rescue and Survival Systems Configuration 
Control Board (RSS CCB), which consists of the RSS Program Manager, the Boat Forces 
Advisory Council (BFAC) members, and the Office of Safety and Environmental Health (CG-
SEH). Additional members may be added as needed. Any unit desiring to modify existing PE or 
conduct testing and/or development of new PE is required to obtain written permission from the 
CCB, in accordance with Coast Guard Configuration Management Policy, COMDTINST 4130.6 
(series). This safeguard aims to ensure sufficient safety and system testing standards, eliminate 
duplicative efforts, and leverage lessons learned. 

The Office of Boat Forces (CG-731) and TRACEN Yorktown Boat Forces and Cutter 
Operations Doctrine Section staff have developed a formal process that allows field units to 
submit policy clarification questions, change recommendations, report problems with PE, or seek 
guidance on publications maintained by the Office of Boat Forces (CG-731). Questions, 
recommendations, and problem or safety reporting should be routed through their chain of 
command and then electronically submitted at Boat Forces Doctrine and Policy Staff. 

The following definitions apply to “Warnings and Notes” found throughout the Instruction. 

WARNING: Must be carefully followed to avoid personal injury or loss. 

NOTE: Essential to emphasize. 
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CHAPTER 1. GENERAL POLICY 

A. Responsibilities and Requirements. 

1. Office of Boat Forces (CG-731) Functions. Under the general direction and supervision 
of the Assistant Commandant for Capability (CG-7), the Office of Boat Forces (CG-731), 
as the program manager responsible for Rescue and Survival Systems, must: 

a. Establish and maintain policy governing the Rescue and Survival Systems Program; 

b. Provide policy guidance to Chief, Policy and Competency Development Division 
(CG-7311); and, 

c. Decide on all submitted waiver requests. Requests will be submitted to the attention 
of the Office of Boat Forces (CG-731) via official written correspondence or email 
(SMB-COMDT-BoatForcesWaivers) or BoatForcesWaivers@uscg.mil that has been 
routed/endorsed through the appropriate chain of command. All waiver requests must 
have the following minimum information: 

(1) Submitting unit or individuals’ name; 

(2) Appropriate subject line (e.g. Permanent Waiver Request); 

(3) Justification for waiver; 

(4) Reply point of contact; and 

(5) Supporting documentation. 

2. Policy & Competency Development Division (CG-7311). Rescue and Survival Systems 
Manager must perform the following functions: 

a. Develop and maintain procedures applicable to the RSS Program to include 
applicable Boat Crew Handbook and Operational Testing and Evaluation; 

b. Execute all Rescue and Survival Systems policy and make policy recommendations 
to Commandant (CG-731); and, 

c. Review and validate the Master Equipment List (MEL), conduct market research, 
respond to unit inquiries regarding RSS equipment, etc. 

3. The Unit. Commanding Officers (CO) and Officers in Charge (OIC), including 
Commanders of Training Centers, Area and District Commanders, and subordinate units, 
must perform the following functions: 

a. The chain of command must ensure strict compliance with the PE requirements 
directed in this Instruction. Risk Management consideration during mission planning 
must include an assessment of personnel survivability as it pertains to the selection of 
appropriate PE; 

b. Designate in writing, a Rescue and Survival Systems Petty Officer (RSSPO), E5 or 
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above, to manage the unit’s rescue and survival equipment. Unit commands are 
encouraged to designate assistants as needed to support the efficient management and 
training of the program. Units with attached Reserve PAL may also designate 
Reserve members as assistants. Commands must ensure the RSSPO competency code 
is assigned and entered into the member’s Direct Access 

c. Establish and maintain guidance for waiver requests. Maintain documentation of each 
waiver granted in the PE Waiver Log; and, 

d. The District Operations Training Officer must designate an Auxiliary PE manager for 
tracking issuance and preventative maintenance using AUXDATA II. 

4. Rescue and Survival Systems Petty Officer (RSSPO). The RSSPO is responsible for the 
administration of the requirements detailed in this Instruction and is the unit’s primary 
resource for this equipment. The RSSPO must perform the following functions: 

a. Complete the RSSPO Personal Qualification Standards located in Boat Crew 
Qualification Handbook, Volume 10 – Rescue and Survival Systems Petty Officer; 

b. Procure authorized RSS equipment in accordance with the MEL and this Instruction; 

c. Oversee build-up, issuance, maintenance, and training for RSS equipment in 
accordance with this Instruction and applicable Maintenance Procedure Cards (MPC); 
and, 

d. Assistant RSSPO must earn the RSSPO competency code prior to assuming duties as 
the acting RSSPO. 

5. Members. The member must perform the following functions: 

a. Receive and inventory all issued PE. Sign Rescue & Survival System Clothing & 
Equipment, Form CG-10470 for acceptance; 

b. Complete all required initial and refresher training necessary for the safe operation of 
PE; 

c. Report all PE discrepancies to the RSSPO for repair or replacement; and, 

d. Complete all required maintenance at the direction of the RSSPO. 

6. Coast Guard Auxiliary. Coast Guard Office of Auxiliary and Boat Safety (CG-BSX) 
must ensure current MPCs are available in AUXDATA II to support build-up of 
equipment and maintenance procedures. 

7. Coast Guard Auxiliary Rescue and Survival Systems Officer. The RSS Officer is 
designated by the Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla Commander for flotillas that actively 
engage in Coast Guard operations. The RSS Officer must perform the following: 

a. Coordinate with local unit RSSPO for training and guidance in support of the RSS PE 
program; 

1-2 



 

 

    
 

  

    

    

      
   

 

  

    

  

   

  

   

   

     
 

      
   

  

   

  

  

 

  
   

  

 
  

  
  

 
 

 

COMDTINST 10470.10I 

b. Procure authorized RSS equipment in accordance with the MEL and Chapter 2 of this 
Instruction; 

c. Issue and maintain RSS inventory; and, 

d. Provide training to members on equipment usage and maintenance. 

B. Program Management. 

1. Hierarchy of documents. The RSS Program has a hierarchy of documents that guides 
policies, procedures, and maintenance. These documents are arranged in order of priority 
as follows: 

a. This Instruction; 

b. Boat Forces Policy Letters (procedure centric); 

c. Boat Crew Handbook: Rescue and Survival Procedures, BCH16114.2 (series); 

d. Master Equipment List; 

e. Maintenance Procedure Cards; 

f. Manufacturers documentation or technical publications; and, 

g. Directions and clarification from the RSS Program Manager. 

2. Logs. Electronic or paper logs are authorized along with corresponding signatures as 
required by this Instruction. 

3. Personal Equipment (PE). PE requirements are defined based on the members’ role in the 
mission. All personnel will be categorized as one of five roles listed below when 
determining applicable PE: 

Table 1-1: Roles for PE 

Role Definition 

Crewmember / Break-In Crewmember Person that is filling a boat crew position. 

Scheduled Mission Personnel 

Person conducting a CG mission and not fulfilling 
crewmember role (e.g. Sector Boarding Team 
Member, Inspectors, Investigators, Pollution 
Responders, and Training Teams). 

Scheduled Passenger 
Person not conducting a CG mission and not fulfilling 
crewmember role, yet whose passage was specifically 
expected (e.g., VIP, Boy Scouts). 

Unscheduled Passenger 
Person not specifically scheduled for movement but 
placed on CG asset due to circumstances (e.g. 
survivors, detainees.) 
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Role Definition 

Shoreside Personnel 
Personnel conducting pier side inspections and line 
handlers. When transferred by boat, this member falls 
under Scheduled Mission Personnel requirements. 

4. All equipment described in this Instruction and authorized in previous versions remains 
authorized until no longer serviceable or specifically revoked by Commandant (CG-731). 

5. All equipment referenced in this instruction can be found on the MEL and may be further 
described in Reference (a) or mission specific references. 

C. Departure from RSS Policy. 

1. Deviations or modifications to configurations of the equipment or systems identified in 
this Instruction are prohibited unless specifically authorized by the Office of Boat Forces 
(CG-731). If deviations are authorized, special instructions or waivers to equipment 
requirements will be issued by the Office of Boat Forces (CG-731). The operational 
environment or mission demands may require on-scene deviation from prescribed 
instructions or procedures, when in the judgment of the CO, OIC or Coxswain, such 
deviation is necessary for safety or preservation of life. Risk Management principles must 
be applied when considering any departure from policy. Documentation of these 
deviations must be logged accordingly (e.g. PE waiver log, ALMIS, unit e-logs, official 
means of communication, etc.). 

2. Waivers must be issued on a single mission basis only or requested as a permanent 
deviation from this Instruction. The following procedures apply for requesting waivers: 

a. Sector Commanders (or delegated authority)/COs/OICs, on a single mission basis 
only, may waive the requirement for wearing hypothermia protective equipment only 
after a determination that the risks associated with crew performance degradation, 
thermal stress, and environmental considerations are offset by the benefits associated 
with the waiver. Documentation of the factors used to grant the waiver must be 
logged in the PE Waiver Log and signed (written or electronically) by the unit 
CO/OIC for each waiver granted. The Officer of the Day (OOD), Coxswain, Assault 
Forces Commander (AFC), or Deployable Team Leader (DTL) must initial inside the 
waiver log when a verbal waiver has been granted by the CO/OIC. The CO/OIC must 
sign the waiver at earliest opportunity. The XO/XPO may sign the waiver log if 
acting under “By Direction” authority. Blanket waivers are never authorized; standing 
waivers are addressed in paragraph 3 below. The PE Waiver Log must include the 
following information: 

(1) Date; 

(2) Asset number and Unit; 

(3) Air and water temperature; 

(4) Sea state; 
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(5) Wind speed and direction; 

(6) Mission description; 

(7) PE required; 

(8) PE being authorized; 

(9) OOD, Coxswain-in-Charge, AFC or DTL signature (as appropriate); and, 

(10) CO/OIC signature. 

NOTE: During ATON missions, and at the discretion of the CO/OIC, boat 
crews are authorized to use an anti-exposure coverall in lieu of a 
dry suit when air and water temperatures are both below 50°. 

3. Sector Commanders may issue a standing waiver for dry suits, base layer, and thermal 
layer for Sector Prevention and Response personnel based on their area of operation. This 
decision must consider weather exposure, operational risk, and survival times. Waivers 
for dry suits, base layer, and thermal layer must be documented in the Sector's Standard 
Operating Procedures (SOP). The SOP may also contain specific language on 
maintaining a Ready Service Locker in lieu of PE issuance should the Sector Commander 
deem it necessary. Parent commands and unit CO/OIC should address this policy and 
reconcile conflicts prior to mission execution. 

4. Permanent waivers must be requested through the Operational Commander to the Office 
of Boat Forces (CG-731). Permanent PE waiver requests must include historical 
information supporting documented crew performance degradation, thermal stress, and 
environmental considerations, including all waivers granted by the CO/OIC in the past 
eight years. 

a. Cold weather PE must be issued to all boat crew, ashore and afloat, and scheduled 
mission personnel operating north of 34° N latitude (Figure 1-1). Unit areas of 
responsibility must be entirely below the 34° North latitude line to be considered 
“warm weather.” The Office of Boat Forces (CG-731) has approved permanent cold 
weather PE issuance waivers for units listed at Office of Boat Forces (CG-731) -
R&SS Permanent PPE Waiver. 
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Figure 1-1: 34° North Latitude 

NOTE: Units are required to maintain a PE Waiver Log when authorizing 
any deviations from required PE. 

5. Required Minimum Cold Weather Equipment Tables. 

a. The following figures reflect the minimum required equipment for boat crews and 
scheduled mission personnel. Additional protection may be worn at the members’ 
discretion. Use either figure as follows: 

(1) Draw a horizontal line across the table that is equal to the water temperature for 
the mission; 

(2) Draw a vertical line up the table that is equal to the air temperature for the 
mission; and, 

(3) Don the equipment identified in the shaded area where the lines intersect. 

Dry Suit with Base and Thermal 
Layers, Type III PFD, and 

Neoprene Hood 

Dry Suit with 
Base and 

Thermal layers, 
Type III PFD, 

and Neoprene 
Hood 

Figure 1-2: Flat 60 Box Figure 1-3: Flat 50 Box 
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CHAPTER 2. PROCUREMENT AND LIFECYCLE MANAGEMENT 

A. Acquisitions Policy Statement. 

1. Personal Equipment (PE) is procured under the statutory authority of 29 U.S.C. § 668 and 
14 U.S.C. § 4901 and is managed in accordance with Reference (b). General safety 
equipment/PE item selection criteria are based on 29 C.F.R. § 1910.132(a) (29 U.S.C. §§ 
653, 655, 657, and 5 U.S.C. § 7903).  Lifesaving/ personnel survivability equipment and 
clothing selection criteria are based on 46 C.F.R. Part 160 and other Coast Guard 
policies. 

B. Procurement Policies. 

1. Unless centrally sourced via product line, RSS equipment listed in this Instruction is 
procured in accordance with References (b) and (c), the applicable MPC, or RSS MEL. 

a. Equipment on Headquarters-managed contracts must only be procured following the 
provisions on those contracts’ respective ordering guides. 

b. Equipment on General Services Administration (GSA) schedules must be procured 
from among all qualified GSA vendors. 

c. PE not available via GSA may be procured utilizing commercial sources (i.e., direct 
from vendor, Amazon, etc.). 

d. All PE referenced in the applicable MPC equipment table or RSS MEL are authorized 
options and have already been vetted to meet/exceed salient characteristics. 

e. Salient characteristics are maintained with Commandant (CG-7311). 

2. RSSPOs must review contracts for accurate pricing and option periods before submitting 
unit purchase requests for PE. RSS contracts can be found on the ‘Current Contracts’ 
page located at CG-731 RSS SharePoint site. RSS MEL can be found here. 

3. Unit PE budget models can be located on the CG-731 SharePoint site. Unit COs/OICs 
must annually purchase and maintain adequate PE to outfit their personnel for all 
assigned missions. 

NOTE: Units must use Expenditure Type 3100K2 for all RSS program 
contract purchases and not combine RSS PE with non-RSS PE line 
items on single micro-purchase procurement requests. 

4. Units are not authorized to replace RSS equipment that has been discontinued by a 
manufacturer simply to have the newest model of a particular item. Units must continue 
to use RSS equipment that is serviceable unless directed by the Office of Boat Forces 
(CG-731), (e.g., service life expiration, manufacturer safety recall). Once an item is no 
longer serviceable or reaches the end of its service life, it must be replaced with the most 
up-to-date item listed in the MEL or contract. 

2-1 

https://uscg.sharepoint-mil.us/sites/cg731/SitePages/RnSS%20Contracts.aspx
https://uscg.sharepoint-mil.us/sites/cg731/SitePages/Rescue%20and%20Survival%20Systems%20(RSS).aspx
https://uscg.sharepoint-mil.us/sites/cg731/SitePages/Rescue%20and%20Survival%20Systems%20(RSS).aspx


 

 

     

  
 

    
    

 
    

   
     

   
   

  
 

   
 

  
 

      
   

 
    

   

    
 

    
 

    

     
    

  

    

    
 

COMDTINST 10470.10I 

C. PE Storage and Maintenance. 

1. All PE discussed in this Instruction should be stored in a dry, climate-controlled space 
with limited access granted only to authorized personnel. 

2. Initial build-up, inspection, and periodic maintenance must be conducted to ensure that 
rescue and survival equipment function properly during its lifecycle. Regularly scheduled 
preventative maintenance of PE must be conducted in accordance with the equipment-
specific guidance as outlined in the Maintenance Procedure Card (MPC). Applicable 
MPC Cards for each piece of equipment are listed on the MEL with that particular line 
item. Damaged or non-serviceable PE must be repaired or replaced immediately. 

NOTE: PE that does not have an MPC allocated to an item must be built 
up and maintained in accordance with the manufacturer’s 
recommendations or instructions. The maintenance must be logged 
and documented in accordance with procedures outlined in 
Reference (a). 

3. MPC Source. MPCs can be found on the Coast Guard Logistics Information Management 
System (CG-LIMS). Procedures on how to access CG-LIMS can be found in Reference 
(a). Members can correct or update MPC’s by following the directions on the CG-22 
Support Page (sharepoint-mil.us). 

4. System of Entry. The Fleet Logistics system – Mobile Asset Manager (FLS-MAM) 
tracks the maintenance schedule and refers to the MPCs located in CG-LIMS for enrolled 
equipment. For equipment not enrolled in FLS-MAM, maintenance actions must be 
documented using the appropriate maintenance record located in Reference (a). 

5. The maintenance record must: 

a. Be stored on a shared drive or folder accessible, at a minimum, by the RSSPO and 
Unit Command; and, 

b. Be digitally signed. Digital Signature Date/Time stamps must not exceed 14 calendar 
days from inspection date. 

D. Inventory Management. 

1. FLS-MAM is used to document the unit RSS inventory as required by Reference (c). 
Procedures for inventory management are outlined in Reference (a). 

2. CO/OICs may procure additional allowance items as necessary. 

E. Property Management. 

1. RSS equipment is managed as Direct Turnover Material unless otherwise specified in this 
Instruction. 
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2. PE that is issued on Form CG-10470 is considered expended. Expended PE that is 
returned in good serviceable condition must be put into inventory and tracked when 
reissued. PE that has never been issued is considered inventory and must be tracked. 

F. Property and Record Disposal. 

1. RSS equipment and PE that is no longer serviceable must be disposed of in accordance 
with Reference (d). Caution must be exercised when considering use of Defense 
Reutilization Marketing Office (DRMO) functions to prevent expended and/or unreliable 
equipment from being repurposed in life-saving capacities. 

2. Furthermore, PE with Coast Guard markings must not be transferred to DRMO. Paper 
and electronic records of disposed RSS equipment, PE, and recreated documents (e.g., 
CG-10470, Standard, and Cold weather maintenance records) must be retained for a 
minimum of 90 calendar days, after which local destruction is authorized. 
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CHAPTER 3. GENERAL ISSUANCE AND DOCUMENTATION 

A. Government Property and Personal Issue Documentation. 

1. All equipment listed in this Instruction remains Coast Guard property throughout its 
lifecycle. 

2. All Coast Guard PE requires special procedures for accounting, inspection, and 
documentation as outlined in this Instruction and References (b) through (d). 

B. Inspection. 

1. The protective clothing and equipment identified in this Instruction are subject to 
inspection and associated maintenance procedures to ensure high quality is maintained 
and prolong product longevity. 

2. Personnel issued PE are responsible for maintaining that issue, including performing the 
required inspection and associated maintenance. Maintaining PE in good condition and 
identifying equipment failures or deficiencies is a shared responsibility between the 
wearer and the RSSPO. Prior to each use, personnel who are issued PE must visually 
check each item for any discrepancies that would compromise integrity. Discrepancies 
must be corrected prior to use. 

C. Issuing PE and Accountability. 

1. This Instruction in conjunction with Reference (b) provides authority to individually 
issued PE.  The guidelines for accountability of personally issued protective clothing and 
equipment contained in this Instruction must be strictly followed. Unit COs/OICs must 
issue all required PE at the same time in accordance with Table 5-1 for Standard Issue 
Personal Equipment (SIPE) and Table 5-3 for Cold Weather. The only exceptions are as 
follows: 

a. Personnel assigned to cold weather units are authorized to follow a phased PE 
issuance process to ensure timely training and operational readiness. During warm 
months, if cold weather PE is unavailable, members will be issued standard issue 
items. During winter months, if standard issue PE is limited, members will be issued 
cold weather PE. Units must issue all required standard issue PE prior to the season it 
is needed, and a complete PE issuance, encompassing both standard and cold weather 
items, is required as soon as all components are available. 

b. Members that have reported to a unit, and are awaiting standard issue boat crew 
boots, may get underway for training and other operations if their current boots meet 
salient characteristics and are in a good and serviceable condition and a procurement 
request has been submitted. 

2. Personal Clothing and Equipment Record, Form CG-10470. 

a. CG-10470 is used to document all issuances of PE items. Accountability is 
maintained by the issuing command through periodic inventory inspections and 
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documented annually on Form CG-10470. The unit’s RSSPO or designated assistants 
will perform the annual inventory inspection. The form can be accessed through CG 
Pubs Search application on Pixel Dashboard. Instructions on how to use the CG-
10470 can be found in Reference (a). 

b. The signature date of the individual accountable for items must not exceed 14 
calendar days from the signature date of the individual performing the inventory. 

c. Individuals are responsible for the replacement of any issued PE that is damaged or 
lost due to negligence. See Reference (d) for disciplinary actions and financial 
liability. 

3. Service Life Definitions. 

a. Total Service Life –from the equipment’s date of manufacture until its final 
destruction or disposal. 

b. Manufacturer’s Date – date the product was produced as listed on manufacturer’s 
label and/or documentation. 

c. In-Service Date – date the item is put into service and issued to a member, used to 
track the PE until it is removed from service. 

d. Out of Service Date – date when an item is taken out of active use due to 
maintenance, repair, unserviceable condition or personnel transfer. 

e. Shelf Life – item that is taken out of service and placed into storage, not to exceed 
three consecutive years. 

(1) The total service life of a dry suit must not exceed eight years from its original in-
service date. If a dry suit sustains damage beyond the unit’s repair capabilities, it 
may be sent to the manufacturer for evaluation and repair. Only the manufacturer 
is authorized to perform this maintenance, and, upon completion, the unit will 
receive a certificate of completion. This certificate must be kept with the 
Maintenance Record. Following inspection, the manufacturer will determine 
whether the dry suit remains serviceable. 

WARNING: All dry suits must be leak-tested by the member to whom the 
dry suit is being issued prior to being placed into service. 
This ensures all seals function as intended. Refer to the 
specific equipment MPC for guidance. 

NOTE: Factory maintenance certificates must be transferred with the PE 
when a member departs on permanent orders to a new duty station 
and retains their issued PE. 
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D. Personnel Transfer or TDY. 

1. It is required that personal clothing and equipment issued to personnel be transferred with 
the member when conducting a Permanent Change of Station (PCS) to a cutter or shore 
unit. Any decision to withhold the PE from being transferred with the member must be 
approved by both departing and receiving commands. If the new assignment does not 
require the use of boat crew clothing and equipment, all returnable items issued must be 
returned to the issuing command prior to personnel transfer. Follow applicable MPC. 

2. Members in receipt of TDY orders where PE is required must report with all issued PE 
applicable to the expected training or mission environment. 

E. Reclamation Control. 

1. The RSSPO will reclaim the items designated “returnable” in Table 3-1. Non-returnable 
items are not to be shared and must be issued individually. 

2. Returnable items issued to non-boat crew cutter personnel should remain with the cutter. 

RETURNABLE ITEMS NON-RETURNABLE ITEMS 
Helmet/Hard Hat * Boat Crew Safety Boots Sunglasses 
Rain Jacket and Pants * Female Headband (if issued) Base Layer 
RSS Equipment Bag * Urination Device (if issued) Neoprene Hood 
Anti-Exposure Coveralls * Hydration Pack/Bottle (if issued) Balaclava 
Dry Suit Basic Gloves Watch Cap 
Cold Weather Gloves Outer Layer* Cold Weather Glove – Base Layers Thermal Socks 
Cold Weather Boots * Goggles Thermal Layer 

Table 3-1: Returnable and Non-Returnable Items 
*Asterisked items are the only Returnable PE that may be stored in a Ready Service Locker 

F. Ready Service Locker. 

1. A Ready Service Locker is a stockpile of shared PE. It may be used to store returnable 
items that can be checked out by personnel who do not frequently wear the items, such as 
scheduled passengers or scheduled mission personnel. The Ready Service Locker cannot 
be used to bypass personal issuance requirements except for scheduled mission personnel 
meeting the definition in Table 1-1. All PE placed in service that is maintained in the 
Ready Service Locker must be labeled with a unit-generated serial number in accordance 
with the MPC. Each unit must maintain a local record for equipment checked out to 
personnel. The local record must note the following: 

a. Date Checked Out/In; 

b. Who the item was checked out to; 

c. Description of item; 
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d. Serial Number; 

e. Noted condition discrepancies; and, 

f. Signature of receiving member. 

2. Units that have a ready service locker that supplies shared PE to scheduled passengers 
and either boat crew or scheduled mission personnel must clearly label the difference. 
Unit serial numbers will be applied to RSS equipment for scheduled mission personnel or 
boat crew. PE regularly given to passengers must be labeled as “PASS” followed by a 
four-digit serial number. 

3. A Ready Service Locker may contain the returnable items noted in Table 3-1. 

G. Equipment Sizing. 

1. Equipment is normally available in standard sizes ranging from the fifth percentile female 
to ninety-fifth percentile male. If standard sized equipment listed on existing contracts 
does not provide the proper fit, and the manufacturer is unable to provide special sizing to 
meet personnel needs, units are required to contact the Office of Boat Forces (CG-731) 
prior to making an alternative purchase. 
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CHAPTER 4. PERSONAL FLOTATION DEVICE (PFD) 

A. Risk Management and PFD Selection. 

1. All personnel must wear PFDs as required in this Instruction. COs/OICs, in conjunction 
with the crew, must determine the most appropriate PFD type to be used during each 
operational mission or evolution. Mission planning for underway operations, as well as 
dockside maintenance periods, must include an assessment of personal survivability and 
risk management. This analysis must be based on the possibility that the crew might be 
forced into a survival situation during any phase of operations. If the conditions are 
unknown, personnel must be prepared for the most adverse conditions by selecting an 
inherently buoyant Coast Guard approved Type I PFD. 

NOTE: The U.S. Coast Guard is transitioning to a new system for classifying 
personal flotation devices (PFDs). It is moving away from the traditional 
"Type" system to performance-based levels that are tailored to specific 
activities and water conditions, these new levels (50, 70, and 100) are 
naming conventions and do not directly correlate with the buoyancy of the 
PFDs. While existing PFD approvals are still valid and still meet carriage 
requirements, the Coast Guard will not be issuing any new approvals for 
“Type” PFDs. All new PFD approvals will be Level 50, Level 70, or Level 
100. 

B. Minimum Flotation Requirements. 

1. The Coast Guard-approved Type III PFD is established as the inherently buoyant 
minimum flotation requirement for all personnel embarked on shore and cutter-based 
boats and those personnel engaged in specific deck operations on cutters, to include law 
enforcement operations. 

C. Minimum Wear Requirements. 

1. PFDs are not required to be worn onboard cutters unless mandated in the Shipboard 
Regulations Manual, COMDTINST 5000.7 (series) or as directed by the CO/OIC. 

2. While performing non-boat crew roles, personnel must wear required PE listed below: 

a. Scheduled mission personnel must be issued or checked out of the Ready Service 
Locker the same standard-issue and cold weather PE as required of the boat crew 
unless the requirements of item b. below have been met. 

b. Scheduled passengers must wear a PFD or Anti-Exposure Coveralls when in cold 
weather. The use of the Maritime Cold Weather Suit System (MCWSS) can be worn 
only if it has been issued to the member. 

c. Unscheduled passengers must wear a PFD when possible. 

3. A strobe light and whistle must be attached to any authorized PFD when the Boat Crew 
Survival Vest is not worn over the PFD. 
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D. Cutter Immersion Suit Requirements. 

1. The number of available immersion suits or approved Abandon Ship PFDs required to be 
carried on board cutters is 125% of available berthing. Immersion suits are required for 
each person aboard cutters operating on the ocean or Great Lakes in all areas north of 32° 
North latitude and south of 32° South latitude. Abandon Ship PFDs are not required for 
cutters outfitted with immersion suits. 

E. Mission-based Alternative Flotation Devices. 

1. Shore and Cutter-based Boat Operations alternatives include inflatables listed in Chapter 
4 Section H and the Anti-exposure Coveralls with BCSV or Flotation Jacket with BCSV. 

2. Buoy Deck Operations may use the following alternatives: 

a. Universal Vest style Type I PFD; 

b. Flotation Jacket; or, 

c. Anti-exposure Coveralls. 

3. Tactical Operations may use the following alternatives: 

a. Tactical Flotation System MD-1250; 

b. Universal Vest Style Type I PFD; 

c. Mustang Survival MD-0450 v22; 

d. Mustang Survival MD-3183 v22 with survival equipment pouches; 

e. Lifesaving Systems Life Preserver Survival Vest (481-CG and 485-CG); 

f. Anti-exposure Coveralls with BCSV or survival equipment pouches; or, 

Flotation Jacket with BCSV. 

4. Updates to the above list may be made in order of precedence to the MEL, the Mission 
Essential Personal Equipment (MEPE) SharePoint site, or the Deployable Specialized 
Forces (DSF) Tactical Operations Manual, COMDTINST 16600.7 (series). Whenever a 
conflict exists, a policy letter will be released clarifying equipment. 

5. Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear, and Explosives (CBRNE) PE Deviation 
Authorization. All units that have been trained and equipped for CBRNE operations are 
authorized to use CBRNE PE per Chemical, Biological, Radiological, and Nuclear 
(CBRN) Program, COMDTINST 3400.51 (series) during any known or suspected 
CBRNE threat, regardless of the PE requirements listed in this Instruction. However, if 
environmental conditions meet the requirements of a dry suit in accordance with Figure 
1-2 and Figure 1-3, thermal layer and base layers should be worn if practical. 
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F. Coast Guard Markings. 

1. Type III PFD, Anti-exposure Coveralls, and the Type III Flotation Jacket or “Float Coat” 
must be marked as follows: 

a. On the left breast, with a Coast Guard emblem as described in 33 C.F.R § 23.10. The 
emblem must have a diameter of three inches, plus or minus ¼ inch. 

b. On the right breast, with a Coast Guard ensign as described in Title 33 C.F.R. Part 23. 
The ensign must measure 2 ½ inches in height and 3 ½ inches in width, plus or minus 
¼ inch. The right-breast ensign is not authorized for Auxiliary members. 

c. In the center of the back, with the words “U.S. COAST GUARD” in block letters 
measuring 2 ½ inches plus or minus ½ inch. Lettering must be solid black or white 
against the international orange background. For Auxiliary members, “AUX” or 
“AUXILIARY” must be placed in the same style of lettering after the “U.S. COAST 
GUARD” lettering. 

G. Coast Guard Approved Inherently Buoyant PFDs. 

1. Universal Vest Style Type I PFD, Survivor’s Type I/II PFD, USCG-Approved Type III, 
Type III Flotation Jacket, and Anti-Exposure Coveralls are examples of the inherently 
buoyant PFDs listed on the MEL. Additional information on each item and its use can be 
found in Reference (a). 

2. Cold Weather Diving Topside Ensemble is authorized only for icebreaker teams 
conducting diving operations in cold water (37°F or colder) or ice-covered environments. 

3. The Universal Vest Style PFD is required for the J-Bar Davit Tender and during Abandon 
Ship operations. It is authorized for use by Coast Guard boat and cutter crews during 
deck evolutions when conditions encountered may warrant a higher level of flotation 
characteristics than the Coast Guard Approved Type III device. 

4. The Universal Vest Style Type I PFD is the only Coast Guard Approved Type I PFD 
authorized for boat crew use. When this PFD is selected for use on shore and cutter-based 
boat missions, the BCSV must be worn over it by the boat crew. 

5. Immersion Suit.  Cutter personnel must use immersion suits during Abandon Ship 
operations to improve survivability when entering the water is imminent. During abandon 
ship drills, personnel should don the immersion suit and practice moving about and 
manipulating signaling devices with gloved hands, as the suit can inhibit mobility and 
dexterity. 

H. Non-Coast Guard Approved Automatic/Manual Inflatable PFDs. 

1. Non-Coast Guard approved automatic/manual inflatable PFDs listed on the MEL are 
authorized for use by Coast Guard crewmembers and for cutter personnel during all deck 
evolutions, except buoy deck operations, J-Bar Davit tender, and Abandon Ship. 

2. Automatic/Manual Inflatable PFD use requires completion of an associated PQS (CG-
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731 RSS SharePoint) that is unique to the specific device. The RSSPO must document 
PQS completion for each member and maintain the PQS with the RSS files. 

3. CG-731 boat force units and scheduled mission personnel must switch to non-inflatable 
PFD’s when the air temperature is below 32°F.  COs/OICs, on a single mission case-by-
case basis, may authorize the use of an inflatable PFD below 32°F air temperature, not to 
exceed below 15°F air temperature, based on mission and proper risk assessment. If a 
waiver is granted, the crew must review manual and oral inflation techniques/procedures 
prior to the mission.  Documentation of the waiver will follow the same procedure as 
documentation in Chapter 1.C.2.a. 

4. Mustang Survival MD-0450v22, Mustang Survival MD-3183v22 with Survival 
Equipment Pockets, Lifesaving Systems Life Preserver Survival Vest 485-CG, 
Lifesaving Systems Life Preserver Survival Vest 481-CG, Mustang Survival MD-
3183v34 with Survival Equipment Pockets (Auxiliary Only), Abandon Ship Life 
Preserver, and Mustang Survival MD-1250 are examples of the Automatic/Manual 
Inflatable PFDs listed on the MEL. Additional information on each device and its use can 
be found in Reference (a). 

WARNING: Inflatable PFD’s may not inflate or may experience reduced 
buoyancy below 32°F air temperature. 

WARNING: MD-1250 inflatable PFDs will hinder egress in an enclosed 
cabin environment. Personnel conducting most of their duties 
inside the boat cabin, or who are seated inside the cabin, 
must configure both the right and left pouch in manual 
mode. Personnel conducting most of their duties outside the 
boat cabin must configure the right pouch of the MD-1250 in 
automatic-mode and the left pouch in manual-mode. 

NOTE: The MD-1250 is the only PFD authorized to be worn in 
conjunction with a ballistic protection system, however, DSF and 
PATFORSWA cutter personnel may wear the MD-1250 without 
the ballistic protection system. 

I. Boat Crew Survival Vest (BCSV). 

1. All crew members embarked on shore and cutter-based boats must wear the personal 
survival equipment listed here. The BCSV provides NO buoyancy and must be worn by 
the boat crew over a Type III Coast Guard Approved PFD, Anti-Exposure Coveralls, or 
Float Coat on all missions. Additional information on this equipment and proper wearing 
of the BCSV can be found in Reference (a). 

2. See the applicable MPC for proper build-up of the BCSV. The following components 
must be included: 

a. Signal mirror; 

b. Strobe light; 
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c. Whistle; 

d. Survival Knife; and, 

e. Personal Locator Beacon (PLB). 

3. The following instances are when the BCSV may be removed: 

a. ATON Teams operating a standard boat are permitted to remove the BCSV while 
actively engaged in deck operations defined as working an aid or series of aids in a 
single mission or working on structures. ATON Teams must don the BCSV upon 
securing from these operations and getting back underway. In addition, ATON Teams 
underway on standard boats with overnight accommodations may relax the BCSV 
and the requirements directed in Figure 1-2 and Figure 1-3 while at anchor at the 
Coxswain’s direction. 

b. While conducting Ice Rescue training, personnel in the “live survivor” role may 
remove the BCSV just prior to entering the water to act as the live survivor. 

J. Survival Equipment Pouch. 

1. The survival equipment pouch is an optional piece of equipment for any mission set that 
can be worn in lieu of a BCSV when the pouch can be attached to the required PE (e.g. 
AEC, PFD, etc.). The pouch must be built up in accordance with the applicable MPC. 

K. Tactical Operator/Tactical Delivery Team (TO/TDT) Alternate Protective Equipment 
Wear. 

1. TO/TDT members are authorized to use any of the approved rescue equipment pouches 
listed on the MEL or relocate survival equipment to the upper arm pockets of their 
tactical uniform, dry suit, or CBRNE protective over-garment as described here. 

2. The whistle, signal mirror, and PLB must be in the uniform’s upper arm pockets when 
not utilizing the other approved equipment pouches. An appropriate tether, attached to the 
pocket loop via s-hook or quick link must be used to allow TO/TDT members to remove 
the survival equipment when not required.  If the uniform does not have an integral 
attaching loop sewn in the arm pockets, units are authorized to attach a stainless-steel 
grommet to the pocket material for attachment of tether lines via s-hook or quick link. 
Stainless steel grommets must be size #2 or #3 and affixed to the top of the pocket 
material 1” from the back edge of the pocket and ½” from the top of the pocket material 
so the pocket flap covers the grommet.  Due to the entanglement hazard of the tether 
attached to the upper arm pockets, the authorized length of the equipment tethers must be 
24 inches. 

L. Auxiliary Use. 

1. Directors of Auxiliary crews may issue BCSV, survival equipment pouches, authorized 
Type III, or inflatable PFD with required equipment to their boat crews. 
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CHAPTER 5. PERSONAL EQUIPMENT 

A. Standard Issue PE. 

1. Refer to the MEL for the most current authorized PE items. Wear requirements and 
exceptions to the issuance criteria listed here are further explained below. Additional 
information on the characteristics and use of the items listed here can be found in 
Reference (a). 

2. Items listed in Table 5-1 must be issued in the quantities shown. Optional equipment 
must be issued to all members who specifically request the items or to all hands at the 
discretion of the CO/OIC. 

QTY ITEM STA/Cutter 
Boat Crew 

ANT Boat 
Crew 

Sector 
Personnel Auxiliary 

1 each RSS Equipment Bag X X Optional X 
1 each Helmet X Hard Hat Hard Hat X₁ 
1 set Rain Jacket & Pants X X Optional Optional 
1 pair Basic Gloves X Optional Optional Optional 
1 pair Goggles X Optional Optional Optional 
1 pair Sunglasses X X Optional Optional 
1 pair Boat Crew Safety Boots X X N/A Optional 
1 pair Boat Shoes Optional Optional Optional Optional 
1 each Anti-Exposure Coveralls X X X X₂ 
1 each Type III PFD X X X3 X 
1 each Female Headband Optional Optional Optional Optional 
1 each Urination Device Optional Optional Optional Optional 

1 each Hydration Pack or Water 
Bottle Optional Optional Optional Optional 

Type III PFD’s and AEC’s are required to be issued for Boat Crew and ANT personnel. Alternatively, in lieu of 
issuance, these units may keep these items in a Ready Service Locker in accordance with Chapter 3.F. 
X₁: Only if engaged in activities outlined in Section B, below. 
X₂: Exceptions listed in Section F of this Chapter below. 
X3: These personnel are authorized a ready service locker in lieu of issuance if the requirements of Chapter 1.C.5. 

are met. 
Table 5-1: Standard Clothing Issue for Boat Crew 

B. Head Protection. 

1. Head protection must be worn during hazardous conditions including, but not limited to: 

a. Shipboard launch and recovery detail; 

b. Heavy weather/Surf; 

c. ATON personnel conducting tower climbing operations; 

d. Ice Rescue; 

e. Helicopter Operations; 
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f. Ports, Waterways, and Coastal Security (PWCS) missions; 

g. Pursuit missions; 

h. Advanced Interdiction missions; 

i. Confined space rescue (National Strike Force); 

j. Flood Response; 

k. When operating alongside a vessel where risk from falling objects is possible; 

l. During underway vessel-to-vessel transfers at the discretion of the Coxswain; and, 

m. Crews traveling at speeds of 30 knots or greater. 

2. A hardhat with chinstrap meets the head protection requirement for: 

a. Shipboard launch and recovery detail; 

b. ATON personnel; 

c. Scheduled mission personnel (excluding boarding teams and training teams); and, 

d. Overhead operations (lifting appliances, rigging, etc.). 

3. The CO/OIC must provide additional guidance, as needed, in the unit’s Standing 
Operating Procedures (SOP) for helmet use. Coxswains must ensure all boat crew wear 
head protection with chinstraps securely fastened during hazardous conditions or when, 
in the judgment of the coxswain, the situation warrants head protection use. 

C. Basic Glove PE. 

1. Basic gloves will provide limited protection from hypothermia when wet. During 
operations where additional protection from hypothermia is required, the cold weather 
glove system may be used. 

2. Wearing multiple layers of a glove system when handling lines or equipment may lead to 
a loss of dexterity. Boat crew members are only authorized to wear the Basic Glove when 
handling lines or equipment. 

D. Eye Protection PE. 

1. All protective eyewear must be ANSI Z87.1+ (latest edition) compliant at a minimum 
and conform to Uniform Regulations, COMDTINST 1020.6 (series) for military 
appearance. See the MEL for all authorized eye protection. 

2. Ballistic-rated eyewear must meet or exceed MIL-PRF-31013 or MIL-PRF-32432 
standards in addition to ANSI Z87.1+. 
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3. Members in positions (such as boat crews, gunners, and shipboard firefighting personnel) 
requiring the wear of sunglasses or goggles that call for prescription lens inserts in 
performance of assigned specialized duties outside the scope of routine work must 
present a military medical provider-validated current lens prescription from a military or 
civilian optometry clinic. Upon validation, unit funds must be used to purchase 
prescription inserts specifically for goggles and sunglasses. These inserts must remain 
with the unit or members’ gear bags and may not be taken home for personal use. 
Members will not be reimbursed for inserts lost or damaged when taken home. 

4. If goggles are part of a kit with multiple lenses (e.g. clear and shaded) then the kit must 
be issued and maintained as such. 

WARNING: Wearing polarized lenses can result in an inability to see 
through other forms of polarized material (e.g. windshields, 
digital displays, electronic charting systems, etc.). When 
wearing polarized lenses, personnel must ensure that all 
displays can be seen clearly. Do not wear polarized lenses if 
there is any reduction in visual clarity. 

E. Boat Crew Safety Boot (BCSB). 

1. The standard BCSB must be issued to all boat crew, regardless of previous uniform 
seabag issuance. Procurement information for the BCSB can be found on the MEL. 

2. Personnel must wear the BCSB when the Cold Weather Boot is not otherwise required. 
The BCSB offers protection from the cold/wet environment but is not intended to replace 
the insulated boot designated for use as extended hypothermia protective equipment in 
extreme cold temperatures, heavy weather, and surf. 

F. Anti-Exposure Coverall (AEC). 

1. Personnel must wear the AEC when operating in conditions requiring their use. Refer to 
Figure 1-2 and Figure 1-3 to determine when the AEC is required. Units that do not 
exceed 30 days of AEC weather requirements should follow Figure 1-2. When the BCSV 
is not worn over the AEC, a strobe light and whistle are required to be attached IAW the 
applicable MPC. 

2. Issuance of the AEC is optional for shore units and cutters assigned under the ADCON of 
Coast Guard Sectors Charleston, Corpus Christi, Guam, Honolulu, Houston/Galveston, 
Jacksonville, Key West, LA/LB, Miami, Mobile, New Orleans, St. Petersburg, San 
Diego, and San Juan. 

3. Issuance of the AEC is optional for personnel that have been issued an authorized 
MCWSS. 

G. Cold Weather PE. 

1. The following table reflects the minimum required cold weather equipment for boat 
crews and scheduled mission personnel and must be issued in the quantities listed. See 
the MEL for all authorized Cold Weather PE. 
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2. This PE is required to safely perform the duties of personnel operating shore and cutter-
based boats in areas where the air and water temperatures both fall below 50°F and to all 
boat crew, ashore & afloat, and scheduled mission personnel operating north of 34° North 
Latitude. Other equipment may be required at individual units. Additional information on 
the characteristics and use of the items listed here can be found in Reference (a). 

QTY ITEM STA/Cutter 
Boat Crew 

ANT 
Boat 
Crew 

Sector 
Personnel 

1 each MCWSS (provides Layer III protection), X X Optional 

3 sets 

Thermal underwear 
• 1 set thermal layer moisture wicking 
• 2 sets base layer moisture wicking 

material. 

X X Optional 

1 each Neoprene hood X X Optional 

2 pair Thermal socks X X Optional 

1 each Cold weather layered glove system X X Optional 

1 pair Cold weather boots X X Optional 

1 each Balaclava X X Optional 

1 each Watch cap X X Optional 

1 each RSS equipment bag (optional 2nd bag, if 
needed) Optional Optional Optional 

Table 5-2: Cold Weather Clothing Issue 

NOTE: Auxiliarists must only be issued cold weather PE appropriate to the 
mission parameters and environment in which they operate. 

3. Maritime Cold Weather Suit System (MCWSS). 

a. The MCWSS is a three-layer system consisting of the Base Layer, Thermal Layer, 
and Dry suit. Refer to Figure 1-2 and Figure 1-3 to determine when MCWSS layers 
are required. 

b. The MCWSS is not inherently buoyant. All dry suits require a PFD and survival 
equipment (e.g., BCSV or leg pouch). 

c. The MCWSS may be used by cutter surface swimmers in lieu of the cutter surface 
swimmer dry suit. 

d. Members are authorized to wear either front-relief or drop-seat style dry suits. Front-
relief dry suits should be the default issuance unless the drop-seat model is 
specifically requested. When wearing a drop-seat dry suit, the member must be issued 
the corresponding drop-seat undergarments. 
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e. The MCWSS or other dry suit may be authorized in additional color schemes for 
various mission types. CBRNE dry suit requirements and limitations must be in 
accordance with the appropriate MPC. 

f. All previously purchased dry suits that are still serviceable and have a service life of 
eight years or less, or those suits which have been “factory reset” are authorized for 
use until the repair cost exceeds 50% of the purchase price of a new dry suit, or the 
suit has been deemed unserviceable by the manufacturer. 

WARNING: Use of comfort devices to stretch the neck or wrist seals 
away from the skin such as neck rings, O-rings, and 
drawstring neck seals are not authorized and must not be 
used. 

4. Neoprene Hood. The neoprene hood must be carried by all personnel and donned anytime 
the member enters water that is 50°F or colder. It must be stored in the wearer’s non-
dominant front pocket of the dry suit when not in use. 

5. Thermal Socks. Boat crew and scheduled mission personnel operating in cold 
environments requiring added thermal protection must wear thermal socks. A base layer 
sock coupled with a thermal layer sock is ideal but not required. 

6. Cold Weather Glove Layers. 

a. Authorized cold weather gloves are a layered glove system that offer the widest 
degree of thermal management. The glove system will determine the number of 
layers. In a three-layer system, Layer I is a thin, lightweight liner. This liner may be 
worn alone in mild conditions or as the first layer. Layer II is a thermal protective 
layer of wind-stopping and moisture-wicking material designed to provide the user 
with additional thermal protection. Layer III is waterproof, wind-stopping, and 
breathable. Some manufacturers have combined Layer II and III into a single glove. 
See the MEL for a list of authorized gloves. Additional information can be found in 
Reference (a). 

b. Boarding teams are authorized to deviate from the gloves listed on the MEL to 
purchase black gloves that provide the maximum protection against the elements 
while allowing access and use of weapons and equipment. 

7. Cold Weather Boots. Personnel must wear the cold weather boot when the dry suit is 
required to be worn in accordance with Figure 1-2 and Figure 1-3. 
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CHAPTER 6. MISSION SPECIFIC EQUIPMENT AND PE 

A. Ice Rescue Equipment and PE. 

1. Refer to the MEL for the most current authorized Ice Rescue Equipment and PE items. 
References (a) contain additional information on the characteristics and use of the items 
listed. 

2. Freezing air and water temperatures significantly increase the onset of hypothermia; 
therefore all Ice Rescue personnel must wear the Base Layer and Thermal Layer under 
their dry suits when conducting ice rescue operations or training exercises. Items listed in 
Table 6-1 must be issued in addition to the Standard and Cold Weather PE items listed in 
Chapter 5. Ice rescue gloves, outer layer thermal socks, ice rescue footwear, and ice 
rescue neoprene hood are examples of the Ice Rescue PE listed on the MEL. 

QTY ITEM 

1 pair Ice Rescue Gloves 

1 pair Ultra-Light Liner Sock (Base Layer) 

1 pair Ice Rescue Footwear 

1 each Ice Rescue Neoprene Hood 

Table 6-1: Ice Rescue PE 

3. Ice Rescue Gloves. Must be worn by Ice Rescuers during all ice rescue operations and 
training. Cold weather glove system is authorized for wear in lieu of the Ice Rescue 
Gloves when risk of entry into water is minimal. 

4. Ultra-Light Liner Sock (Base Layer). Must be worn directly against the skin, beneath the 
thermal layer socks. The primary function of the sock is to actively manage moisture due 
its moisture-wicking characteristics. 

5. Ice Rescue Footwear. All Ice Rescue personnel must wear appropriate footwear while 
conducting ice rescue operations or training exercises. 

6. Ice Rescue Neoprene Hood. 

a. The Ice Rescue Neoprene Hood must be donned anytime a crewmember enters water 
this is 50°F or colder. It must be used in conjunction with an authorized helmet due to 
the lack of retro-reflective tape and hook-and-pile Velcro. 

b. When Ice Rescue units shift back to soft water missions, the hood must be taken out 
of service to prevent usage. 

c. The Balaclava is authorized in lieu of the neoprene hood when risk of entry into water 
is minimal. 
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8. The equipment listed in Table 6-2 is specific to the Ice Rescue Mission and shall be 
procured and maintained at the unit level for conducting Ice Rescue operations and 
training. Additional information on Ice Rescue equipment is contained in Ice Rescue 
Operations (IROPS), CGTTP 3-50.1 (series). 

QTY ITEM 

2 each Ice Rescue Shuttle Board 

1 each Hypothermia Recovery Capsule 

2 each Cold water rescue slings 

Optional White Bear water rescue sling 

As Req’d Ice Awls (Stations: 6 each, Cutters: 3 each) 

2 each Hypothermia Prevention and Management Kit (HPMK) 

1 each 550ft line reel with Ice Anchor 

2 each 150ft or 200ft Ice Rescue tethers 

1 each Ice Rescuer Safety Harness 

As Req’d Head Lamp (Stations: 6, Cutters: 3) 

4 each Wool Blankets 

As Req’d Ice Rescue Staff (Stations: 4, Cutters: 2) 

2 each Prusik Pulley 

6 each Quickdraw 

2 each Flashlight with spare batteries 

6 each M127A1 Ground Illumination Signal 

2 each Handheld GPS 

3 each VHF-FM radio 

4 each Survivor PFD 

2 each Night Vision Devices (NVD) 

1 each Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) 

5 each Hypothermia Cap 

Table 6-2: Unit Issue Ice Rescue Equipment 

9. Ice Rescue Safety Harness. All Ice Rescue personnel must use the Safety Harness when 
conducting any ice rescue operation or training exercise. It must be worn between the 
PFD and the BCSV. When worn, the Velcro strap and the stainless-steel rings are to be in 
front of the chest. 

10. Ice Rescuer Headlamp. All Ice Rescue personnel must wear a multi-LED headlamp 
during any night rescue operation or training exercise. It is worn over the helmet. 
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B. Deployable Specialized Forces (DSF) Equipment and PE. 

1. DSF Units and Personnel Defined. DSF units include: MSRT, TACLET, MSST, PSU, 
Strike Team, and designated inspection/examination team members. Each DSF unit 
functions differently and requires a certain amount of variation in the minimum outfit list. 
Members must refer to the applicable DSF Configuration Baseline managed by the Office 
of Specialized Capabilities (CG-721). A Tactical Operator is a DSF member as defined 
by applicable Tactical Operations policy. Due to the joint scope of work, the MSRT 
Tactical Delivery Team (TDT) follows the same PE list as the Tactical Operators. 

2. Standard and Cold Weather Issuance. DSF units, except for Tactical Operators (TO) and 
Tactical Delivery Teams (TDT) must use the same Standard and Cold Weather PE listed 
in Chapter 5 unless authorized by CG-721 and CG-731. Exceptions to certain items are 
identified throughout this Instruction. The same equipment must be issued to any member 
performing in a “break-in” status, as well as DSF and Boat Forces instructional cadre 
who support and sustain essential capabilities that directly support Non-compliant Vessel 
Pursuit NCVP, PWCS, homeland security and defense operations. 

3. DSF Standard Issue PE. Items listed in Table 6-3 must be issued in addition to the 
Standard and Cold Weather PE. 

QTY ITEM 
1 set Tactical Flotation System (TFS) 

1 each Wheeled Duffle/Equipment Bag (in lieu of RSS equipment 
Bag) 

Table 6-3: DSF Standard Issue 

4. Specific Authorized Equipment for DSF Units. DSF units are authorized to use the 
following equipment during any known or suspected CBRNE threat regardless of 
weather conditions. In CBRNE environments where weather conditions would 
necessitate a dry suit, Base Layer and Thermal Layer undergarments must be worn under 
the Coast Guard protective ensemble. 

a. All-Purpose Personal Ensemble (AP-PE); and, 

b. Joint Service Lightweight Integrated Suit Technology (JSLIST). 

5. TO/TDT Member PE Issue. In lieu of the Standard, Cold Weather, and DSF PE, the 
items listed in Table 6-4 must be issued in the quantities shown. All authorized 
equipment is listed on the MEL. DSF COs of TO/TDT members may authorize additional 
mission-specific RSS PE to be carried as determined in mission planning, so long as the 
requirements of Deployable Specialized Forces (DSF) Tactical Operations Manual, 
COMDTINST 16600.7 (series) are met. 
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QTY ITEM 
1 each Wheeled Duffle Bag 
1 set Tactical Flotation System (TFS) 
1 pair Ballistic Eye Protection (prescription lens procured from unit funds) 
1 each Ballistic Helmet or Bump Helmet w/ Ballistic Applique 
1 each Shooting Gloves 
1 each Fixed Blade Knife or Push Button Release Knife 
1 pair Tactical Boots 
1 each Rain Jacket and Pants (optional) 
1 each Rescue Equipment Pouch 
1 each Standard/infrared combo strobe light or HEL-STAR 
1 each Personal Locator Beacon 
1 each Whistle 
1 each Signal Mirror 
1 each Sunglasses (prescription lens may be available from medical) 
1 each Tactical Dry Suit 
2 pair Protective Combat Uniform (PCU) Level 1 (Top and Bottom) 
1 each PCU Level 2 
2 Pair Thermal Socks 
1 each Modular Glove System 
1 each Balaclava 
1 each Neoprene Hood 
1 each Watch Cap 
1 pair Tactical Cold Weather Boots (optional) 

Table 6-4: TDT Member PE Issue 

6. Ballistic Eye Protection. Issued in lieu of ballistic goggles, ballistic eye protection 
provides impact protection beyond common industrial safety standards. Personnel must 
wear ballistic eye protection when performing operational duties that have exposure to 
projectiles that travel at high rates of speed or in harsh military/law enforcement 
environments. 

7. Bump Helmet. Must be worn during DSF operations or when required for training. 

8. Fixed Blade or Push-Button Release Knife. This knife is issued to TO/TDT personnel 
only. It must be carried in a sheath and affixed to the member’s kit, law enforcement belt, 
or drop leg holster in a manner that facilitates immediate access for use in an emergency. 

9. Tactical Boots. Must only be worn during tactical training and operations with the 
Protective Combat Uniform (PCU). A cold weather variant of the tactical boot is 
authorized for purchase. It must meet the same characteristics as the tactical boot but 
have added thermal protection. 
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C. Flood Response Equipment and PE. 

1. Refer to the MEL for the most current Flood Response Equipment and PE. Additional 
information on the items listed below can be found in Boat Crew Handbook: Flood 
Response, BCH16114.8 and Reference (a). Items listed in Table 6-5 and Table 6-6 must 
be issued in addition to the Standard and Cold Weather PE listed in Chapter 5. 

Standard Issue PPE (issued to each Flood Responder) 
QTY ITEM 

1 each Gear Bag 
1 each Flood Response Dry Suit* 
5 each Layer 1 Top* 
5 each Layer 1 Bottoms* 
1 each Boat Crew Helmet 
1 each Type V PFD* 
2 pair Wetshoe Workboots* 
2 pair Steel Shank Puncture Resistant Insoles* 
1 pair Sunglasses 
1 pair Safety Glasses 
1 each Boat Crew Knife 
2 pair Basic Gloves 

Table 6-5 Flood Response Equipment Individual 

Standard Unit Equipment (quantities per Flood Response unit) 
QTY ITEM 

2 each Battery Operated Reciprocating Saw* 
4 boxes Nitrile Gloves (Small)* 
4 boxes Nitrile Gloves (Medium)* 
4 boxes Nitrile Gloves (Large)* 
4 boxes Nitrile Gloves (Extra Large) 
6 each Throw Bags* 
6 each Type I/II PFD (Infant) 
12 each Type I/II PFD (Child) 
28 each Type I/II PFD (Adult) 
1 each Backboard (Compact Design)* 
1 each Backboard 5-point Strap System* 
1 each Folding Stokes Litter 
1 each Megaphone* 
6 each Headlamps* 
6 each Handheld Spotlights* 
5 each Emergency Blanket* 
6 each USCG Boat Response Aid Kit 
6 each Handheld GPS (w/ Waterproof Case)* 
1 box Chemical Lights 6”* 
2 each Halligan Tool, 30”* 
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QTY ITEM 
6 each Boat Hook (8’ Telescoping)* 
2 each Flat Head Axe w/ Fiberglass Handle* 
9 each Handheld VHF Radio* 
9 each VHF Radio Chest Harness* 
2 each Bolt Cutter 24”* 
10 each Carabiner Clips, Locking “D”-shaped* 
10 each Carabiner Clips, Quick Release “G”-Rated* 
1 each Nylon Rope, 300’* 
1 each Tubular Webbing, 300’* 
5 each Dry Gear Bag (Large Blue)* 
6 each River Rescue Z-Rig Kit* 

Table 6-6: Flood Response Equipment Unit 

2. Flood Response Dry Suit. This dry suit is specifically designed for flood response 
missions. It must only be worn during flood response missions not otherwise requiring 
the MCWSS thermal protection as required in Figure 1-2 or Figure 1-3. 

D. Cutter Surface Swimmer PE and Equipment. 

1. Cutter Surface Swimmer PE is issued to the member as part of the qualification process 
but must be returned to the unit inventory upon departure from the unit or loss of 
qualification. Unlike the Boat Crew PE, this equipment does not transfer with the 
member. 

2. Refer to the MEL for the most current authorized Cutter Surface Swimmer Equipment 
and PE items. Additional information on the characteristics and use of the items listed 
here can be found in the Coast Guard Cutter Seamanship Manual, COMDTINST 3120.9 
(series), Cutter Surface Swimmer (CSS) Program Personnel Qualification Standard 
(PQS), COMDTINST 16134.2C and Navy Search and Rescue (SAR) Manual NTTP 3-
50.1. 

3. Items listed in Table 6-6 must be issued to all Cutter Surface Swimmers. 

QTY ITEM 

1 each Equipment Bag 

1 each Cutter Surface Swimmer Wet Suit (or Boat Crew MCWSS) 

1 pair Neoprene Booties 

1 pair Fins 

1 set Mask and Snorkel 

1 each Cutter Surface Swimmer Harness Flotation Vest 

1 each Surf Cap 

Table 6-7: Cutter Surface Swimmer Issue 
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4. Items listed in Table 6-7 must be issued if the unit will be operating in conditions 
requiring Cold Weather PE per Figure 1-2 and Figure 1-3. Additional information on the 
requirements for Cold Weather PE as it pertains to the Cutter Surface Swimmer is 
described below. 

QTY ITEM 

1 each Cutter Surface Swimmer Dry Suit 

2 each Base Layer (top and bottom) 

1 each Thermal Layer 

2 pair Thermal Socks 

1 each Neoprene Hood 

Table 6-8: Cutter Surface Swimmer Cold Weather PE 

5. Cutter Surface Swimmer Wet Suit. The wet suit or “shorty” is worn by cutter surface 
swimmer personnel when required to deploy into water that is 50°F and above. At their 
discretion, the swimmer may wear the dry suit in lieu of the wet suit in water that exceeds 
50°F. 

6. Cutter Surface Swimmer Dry Suit. The Cutter Surface Swimmer Dry Suit is required to 
be worn with thermal layers in the same manner as the MCWSS in Chapter 5. The 
MCWSS is an authorized alternative to the Cutter Surface Swimmer Dry Suit. The dry 
suit is not inherently buoyant; therefore, Cutter Swimmers must wear the Harness 
Flotation Vest with the dry suit. 

7. Neoprene Hood. The neoprene hood must be donned anytime the Cutter Swimmer enters 
water that is 50°F or colder. 

8. Surf Cap. The surf cap must be worn by Cutter Swimmers during all deployments at 
night and when the water temperature is above 50°F but below 72°F. 

9. Neoprene Gloves. Neoprene gloves must be worn by Cutter Swimmers during all 
deployments where the water temperature is below 72°F. 

10. Mask and Snorkel. Cutter Swimmers requiring prescription eyewear will be issued their 
own mask and are authorized to procure corrective lenses. 

11. Cutter Surface Swimmer Harness Flotation Vest. This vest is worn on all deployments 
and serves as the swimmer’s tethered harness and flotation. 

12. Cutter Surface Swimmer Tending Line. The tending line is used by the cutter surface 
swimmer on all deployments. The tending line is attached to the swimmer's harness by a 
snap-shackle with a quick-release lanyard. 
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CHAPTER 7. BOAT AND CUTTER PLATFORM EQUIPMENT 

A. Crew Restraint Systems. 

1. Crew Restraint Systems are designed to prevent crew injury and/or ejection. These 
systems are specific to each boat type, are covered in the appropriate Boat Operator’s 
Handbooks, and may include: 

a. Quick release seatbelts; 

b. Seatbelts/seat harnesses; 

c. Foot straps; 

d. Gunner Restraint Systems; and 

e. Boat Crew safety belts. 

2. Anytime a Boat Forces asset engages in Security Zone (SZ) enforcement or NCVP 
activities, heavy weather, and surf (including training) the boat crew is required to use 
crew restraint systems and gunner restraint systems as applicable. Boats conducting SZ 
enforcement or NCVP activities must not get underway with more personnel than 
available restraint systems. 

3. The following are exemptions to the Crew Restraint Systems: 

a. 64ft SPC-SV (specifically the seatbelt) unless conducting tactical activities when sea 
conditions exceed 4ft or whenever directed by the Coxswain. 

b. Resident School Instructors, unit Designated Trainers, OARS Team, and Special 
Mission Training Center Ready for Operations evaluators are exempt from crew 
restraint requirements if both hands are free, and it is a training/evaluation mission as 
governed by their SOP. 

c. The Boston Whaler Transportable Port Security Boat is not equipped with Crew 
Restraint Systems. These crews are exempt from the use of crew restraints. 

B. Gunner Restraint System. 

1. The Gunner Restraint System is a two-part system: the Shock Reduction Tether and 
Harness. Personnel manning a mounted automatic weapon on boats must use the Gunner 
Restraint System. 

a. The Shock Reduction Tether (SRT) maintains safety tethering while mitigating 
potential surge forces involved in a sudden stop. 

(1) When a force over 800 pounds is experienced, the tether incrementally releases up 
to 18 inches of additional strap to mitigate the shock-load experienced by the 
wearer. A self-indicating warning label becomes exposed if the SRT has been 
subjected to this force at which time the SRT must be taken out of service and 
replaced. 
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(2) The SRT is adjustable (18-72 inches) and involves two considerations: 

(a) Maintaining movement necessary to accommodate the full range of weapon 
motion (Stop to Stop); and, 

(b) Limiting SRT maximum length. SRT should be adjusted to ensure the 
members remain in the boat if the additional 18 inches of additional strap is 
deployed. 

(3) The SRT must not be used as a means of personal support to mitigate fatigue. 
Using the device in this way may cause an accidental deployment of the 
additional safety strap resulting in the SRT needing to be replaced. 

b. The Harness consists of fully adjustable waist and leg straps and is a One-Size-Fits-
All. The Harness has the following safety factors: 

(1) Uses Type 12 and 13 nylon webbing; 

(2) Parachute Harness D-ring has a 5,000lb proof load and exceeds a 7,500lb 
breaking load; and, 

(3) Friction buckles exceed a 2,500lb proof load and 4,600lb breaking load. 

2. Prior to deployment, Boat Forces personnel must become thoroughly familiar with the 
proper attachment points, wear, and operation of the applicable Gunner Restraint System. 

3. Personnel firing shoulder fired small arms must use either a Crew Restraint System or 
Gunner Restraint System depending on their firing location. 

C. Boat Crew Safety Belt. 

1. Boat Crew Safety Belts are a Crew Restraint System designed to keep the wearer with the 
boat should a knockdown or rollover occur. Boat Crew members must wear the Safety 
Belt during hazardous conditions such as Heavy Weather and Surf, as defined in the Boat 
Operations and Training (BOAT), Volume I, COMDTINST 16114.32 (series). 

WARNING: A properly adjusted belt should fit snugly low around the 
hips when buckled.  Restraint straps must be adjusted to 
allow freedom of movement, but without excessive slack. 

WARNING: The characteristics of the locking snap hook require that 
users be thoroughly familiar with the operation of the hook. 
While wearing gloves, users must practice locking in and 
disconnecting the hook from all possible attachment points 
paying particular attention to working the latch gate release. 
Prior to operational use of the belt, each user must don the 
belt and practice locking in and disconnecting from point to 
point around the boat deck. Operation should become second 
nature. 

7-2 

https://16114.32


 

 

   

     
   

 

   

  

   
  

 
   

     
      

 

   

    
   

 

     

  
   

  
    

     
  

  
    

 
   

    
    

  
  

   
 

    
  

COMDTINST 10470.10I 

D. Boat Surface Swimmer PE. 

1. Some small boat platforms are equipped with Boat Surface Swimmer PE which is 
specific to that boat type and listed in the Boat Operator’s Handbook. This equipment 
may include the following: 

a. Mask, Snorkel, Fins; and, 

b. Harness and Tending Line. 

(1) Harnesses must not be used with the Inflatable PFDs unless designed as one unit, 
such as the Cutter Surface Swimmer Harness Flotation Vest. Harnesses worn over 
an Inflatable PFD can restrict the outward inflating action and prevent breathing 
or cause crushing injuries to the upper torso. 

(2) If units choose to wear an Inflatable PFD while underway, they must carry a Type 
III PFD or the Harness Flotation Vest if a Boat Surface Swimmer is to be 
deployed. 

E. USCG Boat Response Aid Kit. 

1. The Boat Response Aid Kit provides critical lifesaving equipment for rendering 
emergency care during Coast Guard missions. It is the standard first aid kit for all Boat 
Forces operations. 

F. Life Rafts, Life Floats and Ring Buoys. 

1. All Coast Guard cutters, boats, and barges must be fitted with Life Saving Appliances 
appropriate to the asset, crew size, mission and environment. Life rafts for cutters must 
meet international commercial marine standard requirements as described by 46 C.F.R. § 
160.151 and SOLAS (IMO Safety of Life at Sea), or equivalent US Navy requirements. 

2. The number of life rafts carried by a cutter is based on the cutter’s total available 
berthing.  Life raft capacities must be equal to or greater than 125% of the cutter’s 
available berthing.  For cutters whose configurations contain life raft stowage in clusters, 
life raft capacity must not be less than 100% of available berthing if the ship’s largest 
cluster is destroyed. A cluster is defined as life rafts being supported by a common 
stowage structure.  Life rafts must be always kept in a ready status when underway. 

3. Specific configurations and arrangements for each cutter and boat class may be obtained 
from the applicable Surface Forces Logistics Center product line. 

4. Commercial life rafts procured by the Coast Guard that contain SOLAS or USCG 
approved commercial pyrotechnics will retain the commercial pyrotechnics. 

5. The unit is responsible for providing the pyrotechnic signal kit to the life raft inspection 
facility. Units are directed to coordinate the delivery of pyrotechnics with their servicing 
armory. The procedures for repacking military pyrotechnics in a life raft can be found in 
SFLC Technical Standard 583-1, Life Saving Appliances. 
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6. All Coast Guard approved life rafts must contain pyrotechnics which meet SOLAS, IMO, 
or C.F.R. standards.  Commercial pyrotechnics may be used as long as they meet the 
requirements set forth in the appropriate SOLAS, IMO, or C.F.R. standard. 

7. Navy supported life rafts, i.e. MK-7 Life Raft, Inflatable, are issued to the Coast Guard 
and contain emergency signaling devices that meet military specifications. No subsequent 
action related to emergency signaling devices is required when managing inspection and 
testing of USN life rafts. 

8. Life floats meet 46 C.F.R. § 160.027 but are not IMO approved. Life floats are intended 
for use in short term “warm water” applications in rivers, lakes and protected waterways 
where the emergency is not far from shore. Warm water is defined as water having a 
normal monthly mean low water temperature more than 15°C or 59°F (46 C.F.R. § 
199.30). Life floats are designed to provide only partial flotation (40 lbs.) for up to the 
rated number of people. Life floats are commercially available with ratings from 6 
persons to 22 persons. NSN 4220-01-118-5450 is a commercial marine life float rated for 
6 persons in shallow draft warm water. See applicable MPC for build-up and inspection 
procedures. 

9. All cutters, boats, and barges must carry Life Rings meeting 46 C.F.R. § 160.05 and 
International Maritime Organization and Life-Saving Appliances requirements. The 
minimum quantity and size of Life Rings to be carried must be in accordance with 46 
C.F.R. §199.160. See Reference (a) for information on size and quantity requirements. 
Specific direction may be published by SFLC Product Lines, Cutter Class Allowance 
Equipment Lists, and Boat Operator Handbooks. 

10. The floating electric marker light must be attached to the ring buoy and built up in 
accordance with the applicable MPC. 

G. Surface Stokes Litter. 

1. All cutters and boats required to carry a Surface Stokes Litter as per SFLC Product Lines, 
Cutter Class Allowance Equipment Lists, and Boat Operator Handbooks must follow the 
applicable MPC for inspection and build-up. All authorized equipment associated with 
the Litter can be found on the MEL. The stokes litter is configured for surface operations. 
Tending lines must be kept from interfering with the patient restraint straps. The restraint 
straps must be disconnected and secured to the right side of the litter prior to loading a 
patient. Procedures for its use can be found in Reference (a). 

H. Rescue Line Throw Bag. 

1. The Rescue Line Throw Bag is a multi-purpose line that can be used to retrieve a person 
in the water or for passing towlines and equipment. Procedures for its use can be found in 
Reference (a). 

7-4 



 

 

  

    
   

  
  

   
  

  
  

  
    

   
 

    
     

 

         
     

  
 

  

    
   

     
    

  
    

  

         
  

  

COMDTINST 10470.10I 

I. Floating Electric Marker Light. 

1. The floating electric marker light is used to mark the location of a person in the water or 
object. Procedures for its use can be found in Reference (a). An attachment line is used to 
attach the light to a ring buoy. 

J. Emergency Beacons. 

1. There are two types of emergency beacons used to transmit distress signals for maritime 
use: Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacon (EPIRB) and Personal Locator Beacon 
(PLB). Applicable MPCs provide guidance on build-up, stowage, and attachment to 
flotation devices, if required. 
a. 406MHz Category I EPIRB. This EPIRB is primarily used aboard Coast Guard 

Cutters and stored in a bracket that uses a hydrostatic release mechanism designed to 
allow automatic, float-free deployment and activation. This EPIRB can also be 
manually released and activated. 

b. 406MHz PLB. This is a handheld EPIRB designed to be carried by an individual 
person instead of the vessel. The PLB must be manually activated in capsizing, 
sinking, abandon ship, or man-overboard scenarios. 

c. PLB 30-Day Test. The PLB must be tested every 30 calendar days. If a test has not 
been performed within the 30-day requirement, then it must be performed prior to 
getting underway. Any PLB that fails the operational test must be removed from 
service and replaced prior to getting underway. 

K. Visual Distress Signaling Devices. 

1. All Coast Guard boats must carry visual distress signals meeting the requirements 
described in 33 C.F.R. Part 175 Subpart C. Electronic Visual Distress Signaling Device 
(eVDSD) – The Coast Guard has transitioned from the requirement to carry three (3) MK 
124 Marine Smoke and Illumination Signals in the boat pyrotechnics kit to an approved 
eVDSD. eVDSDs offer significant advantages over pyrotechnic flares, including 
increased visibility, extended operational life, enhanced safety, and reduction in 
maintenance. 

2. Boat Pyrotechnics Kit (if required by Boat Operators Handbook) – The kit consists of six 
MK 127A1 Parachute Illumination Signals. These will be maintained in a water-tight 
container and subject to applicable MPCs for inspection and maintenance. 
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