PER DIEM, TRAVEL, AND TRANSPORTATION

ALLOWANCE COMMITTEE
4800 MARK CENTER DRIVE, SUITE 05E22
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22350-9000

July 7, 2026
MEMORANDUM FOR: MILITARY ADVISORY PANEL

SUBJECT: UTD FOR MAP 03-26(R), “Lodging for the Last Day of Travel to the new
Permanent Duty Station (PDS)”

1. Purpose: This item authorizes lodging for Service members on the last day of travel to the
new PDS, not to exceed the applicable locality rate, in conjunction with the 75% of the locality’s
meals and incidental expense (M&IE) rate. This item will align Service member PCS
allowances with civilian PCS allowances, as defined in JTR section 0539.

2. This revision was approved at the by the Chair, Per Diem, Travel, and Transportation,
Allowance Committee.

3. These changes are scheduled to appear in the Joint Travel Regulations, dated August 1, 2026.
4. This revision is effective on July 6, 2026, when it was approved by the Chair.

5. Action Officer: Dwayne A Norman II (dwayne.a.norman2.civ@mail.mil).
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Alec J. Cloyd

Chief, Travel Systems, Services, and Policy
Division

Attachment:
Joint Travel Regulations Revisions

cc:
Defense Travel Management Office
U.S. Coast Guard Pay and Personnel Center
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0503 PCS PER DIEM
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Table 5-5. PCS Per Diem Rules when Traveling by Airplane, Train, Ship, or Bus

If a Service member travels...

Then...

1| between official points,

follow the calculation rules in par. 020310 for
per diem at the locality rate of the next official
point, where overnight lodging is required, paid
for official travel time between official points.

2| and has a TDY or leave en route,

follow the calculation rules in par. 020310 for
per diem at the locality rate of the next official
point, where overnight lodging is required, paid
for official travel time between official points.

at the same time as family and
3| Government quarters cannot
accommodate them to stay together,

neither the Service member nor family is
required to use the Government quarters at ports
of embarkation and debarkation.

by oceangoing car ferry and is required
4 | to spend the night on the car ferry
anywhere in the world,

a. lodging is authorized for required
accommodations unless they are included in
the cost of car ferry transportation.

b. on the day of arrival on the car ferry (the day
of embarkation) and for each day thereafter
through the day before the departure day from
the car ferry, the meal and incidental expenses
(M&IE) allowance is computed using the
highest M&IE rate in the CONUS.

c. on the day of departure from the car ferry (the
day of debarkation) compute the M&IE
allowance as follows:

(1) If travel ends on the debarkation day, then
use the locality per diem rate for the new PDS.

(2) If travel does not end on the debarkation day,
use the locality per diem rate for the Service
member’s or dependent’s location at 2400 on
that day. The Service member or dependent is
authorized MALT Plus beginning the day after
the debarkation day from the car ferry if travel
by POV continues the day after the
debarkation day from the car ferry.

by oceangoing car ferry and is not
5 | required to spend the night on the car
ferry,

the M&IE rate is MALT Plus while on the car
ferry.

by commercial ship and meals are
6 | furnished without charge or are part of
the accommodations cost,

per diem is authorized only on embarkation and
debarkation days. On those days, use the locality
per diem rate for the port of embarkation or
debarkation.
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per diem is the lesser of the actual lodging cost
to the new or first PDS and lodging is incurred by the Service member or the applicable
required the day travel ends, lodging rate, plus 75% of the applicable M&IE
rate.

July 6, 2026




DEFENSE HUMAN RESOURCES ACTIVITY
4800 MARK CENTER DRIVE, SUITE 06J25-01
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22350-4000

MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTOR, DEFENSE TRAVEL MANAGEMENT OFFICE

SUBJECT: Military Advisory Panel Item 03-26(R), “Lodging for the Last Day of Travel to the
New Permanent Duty Station”

I hereby approve Military Advisory Panel Item 03-26(R) for publication in the Joint Travel

Regulations. Please take action to update the Joint Travel Regulations as appropriate.

LEE.ANN.YOUNG Eanssins

AH.1241426528 % e 06 132 000

AnnY. Lee

Director

Chair, Per Diem, Travel, and Transportation
Allowance Committee
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