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COMMANDANT INSTRUCTION 5760.1
Subj: COAST GUARD DONOR RECOGNITION

Ref:  (a) Naming of Cutters, Shore Facilities, and Assigning Sponsors and Long Glass

Presenters, COMDTINST 5726.10 (series)

(b) Armed Forces Gift Statutes, 10 U.S.C. § 2601

(c) 14 U.S.C. § 504

(d) Standards of Ethical Conduct for Employees of the Executive Branch, 5 C.F.R.
2635

(e) Standards of Ethical Conduct, COMDTINST 5370.8 (series)

(f) Acceptance and Accounting for Special Projects and Other Gifts to the Coast
Guard from Non-Federal Sources, COMDTINST 5760.14 (series)

1. PURPOSE. This Instruction establishes Coast Guard policy and procedures for
acknowledging significant philanthropic contributions made by non-federal entities or
individuals, specifically in relation to donor recognition in interior spaces and exterior
Morale, Welfare, and Recreation (MWR) installations that build or improve Coast Guard-
owned real property. This program is distinct from, and does not replace, the
memorialization and naming policies outlined in Reference (a).

2. ACTION. All Coast Guard unit commanders, commanding officers, officers-in-charge,
deputy/assistant commandants, and chief of headquarter directorates must comply with the
policies contained.

3. AUTHORIZED RELEASE. Internet release is authorized.

4. DIRECTIVES AFFECTED. None.

5. DISCUSSION. Based on a comprehensive review of federal law, Department of War
(DoW) policy, and existing federal agency practices, the Coast Guard possesses clear
statutory authority to establish and maintain a formal Donor Recognition Program. Under
Reference (b), the acceptance of conditional gifts is expressly contemplated, with the
statute specifically authorizing naming rights as a condition precedent for buildings
donated to the Coast Guard Academy. Furthermore, Reference (c) grants the Coast Guard
broad administrative authority over its cutters and shore facilities.

The concepts of “naming” and “donor recognition” are distinct. While Reference (a)
establishes the Coast Guard's current policies for naming vessels and shore facilities, it
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functions primarily as a memorialization policy for major assets rather than a donor
recognition framework. Establishing a distinct Donor Recognition Program bridges this
gap and fully aligns with existing statutory authorities and established Service policies.

DISCLAIMER. This guidance is not a substitute for applicable legal requirements, nor is
it itself a rule. It is intended to provide administrative guidance for Coast Guard personnel
and is not intended, nor does it impose legally-binding requirements on any party outside

the Coast Guard.

MAJOR CHANGES. None.

SCOPE AND AUTHORITIES. It is recommended the reader become familiar with the
directives and publications noted throughout this Instruction

ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECT AND IMPACT CONSIDERATIONS. The Office of
Environmental Management, Commandant (CG-SHORE-V) reviewed this Commandant
Instruction and the general policies contained within and determined that this policy falls
under DHS categorical exclusion A3. This CI will not result in any substantial change to
existing environmental conditions or violation of any applicable federal, state, or local laws
relating to the protection of the environment. It is the responsibility of the action proponent
to evaluate all future specific actions resulting from this policy for compliance with the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), other applicable environmental requirements,
and the U.S. Coast Guard Environmental Planning Policy, COMDTINST 5090.1 (series).

DISTRIBUTION. Electronic distribution in the Directives System Library. Intranet/Pixel
Dashboard: Directives Pubs, and Forms - PowerApps (appsplatform.us). If Internet
released: Commandant Instructions (uscg.mil), Coast Guard Forms (uscg.mil) .

RECORDS MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS. Records created because of this
Instruction, regardless of format or media, must be managed in accordance with Records &
Information Management Program Roles and Responsibilities, COMDTINST 5212.12
(series) and the records retention schedule located on the Records Resource Center Microsoft
SharePoint site.

POLICY.

a. Donor Recognition. Donor recognition is authorized in Coast Guard-owned interior
spaces (e.g., classrooms, building atriums, training rooms, lounges, weight rooms, etc.)
and exterior MWR installations (e.g., BBQ area, gazebo, basketball and volleyball courts,
rock climbing wall, playground, etc.), in recognition of significant donations to build or
improve these facilities.

b. Donor Identification. Recognition can be made of individuals who donate directly to the
Coast Guard or in coordination with a supporting non-federal entity (e.g., Coast Guard
Foundation (CGF), Coast Guard Academy Alumni Association (CGAAA), National
Coast Guard Museum Association (NCGMA), Coast Guard Mutual Assistance (CGMA),
United Services Organization (USO), etc.). The Coast Guard Donor Recognition Program
does not explicitly encourage donor recognition, rather it authorizes such recognition as
initiated by Coast Guard field units or as conditioned upon an acceptable gift offered to
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the Coast Guard that comports to the requirements and criteria set forth in References (d)
and (e).

Donor Recognition Approval. The Coast Guard Donor Recognition Board (CGDRB) is
hereby established. Commandant (CG-COMMS) shall serve as CGDRB Chair to ensure
centralized approval of donor recognition. The CGDRB shall consist of representatives
from Deputy Commandant for Systems (CG-DCS), Force Readiness Command
(FORCECOM), Operational Logistics Command (LOGCOM), Community Services
Command (CSC), and/or the appropriate area/district where the unit donation is being
offered as applicable and based on the subject gift offering. Commandant (CG-8) and
Commandant (CG-094) should advise the CGDRB as appropriate on pertinent ethical,
fiscal, and legal considerations. The CGDRB shall convene as necessary upon receipt of
a donor’s gift offer and consider suggestions for recognition initiated by Coast Guard
field units. Local commands are not authorized to approve donor recognition nor make
any commitment to a donor regarding recognition.

Ethical Review and Acceptance. Before any gift is accepted, it must undergo a thorough
ethics and legal review in accordance with References (d) through (f). This review must
ensure that acceptance of any gift and associated conditions regarding recognition are
consistent with applicable laws and regulations, would not reflect unfavorably on the
ability of the Service to carry out our responsibilities or duties in a fair and objective
manner, would not compromise the integrity of any Coast Guard person or program, or
appear to be an endorsement of a non-federal entity. All recommendations for donor
recognition approval by the CGDRB must be forwarded to Commandant (CG-8) as the
delegated primary gift acceptance authority for the Coast Guard before any gift to
improve or build real property is formally accepted. The process map noted in Appendix
A shall serve as the guide for review and acceptance of such gifts that include donor
recognition. A non-federal donor may want assurance prior to soliciting donations that
such gifts and/or donor recognition would be accepted by the Coast Guard. In these cases,
a donor may request a CGDRB evaluation in advance of the donation offer. Such review
can be conducted and results provided to a donor, with the understanding that the donor
will be subject to later review when an actual gift offer is made.

Limitations. To uphold the Coast Guard’s integrity and avoid any perception of
commercialization, the Coast Guard Donor Recognition Program will be limited to
recognizing individuals and entities that are not currently and are unlikely to become
Coast Guard prohibited sources. The use of corporate logos in formal recognition is
prohibited.

Recognition Physical Form. The physical form of recognition should be standardized,
dignified, and muted. Engraved or casted recognition plaques should be made of natural
material (e.g., bronze, brass, etc.) and be approved by the CGDRB. The Facilities
Standards for Public Buildings Service (PBS) Core Building Standards of the General
Services Administration (GSA), or a similar standard should be followed as the design
guide to ensure the location and size of the mounted recognition plaques and displays are
appropriate to the facility and enhance rather than detract from the professionalism of the
Coast Guard facility. Donor recognition is not the equivalent of naming and does not
change the official designation or character of the property. Donor recognition plaques
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should be manufactured using non-appropriated gift funds, ordinarily from the same gift
offer used to make the improvements to real property.

g. Recognition Revocation. Non-Federal entities seeking donor recognition must ensure
that their donors are aware that the Coast Guard reserves the right to remove donor
recognition if, in the determination of the Director of Coast Guard Communications (CG-
COMMY), in consultation with the Judge Advocate General, subsequent events regarding
a recognized donor materially and adversely affect the ability of the Coast Guard to carry
out any responsibility or duty in a fair and objective manner or would compromise the
integrity or appearance of integrity of the Coast Guard. For example, a conviction of an
individual for Federal or State felony crime or other act involving moral turpitude could
result in the removal of donor recognition. This will ensure that the Coast Guard is not
permanently bound to recognize an individual or entity whose actions no longer align
with Coast Guard Core Values. This right shall be agreed to by the donor as a condition
of accepting the gift.

13. FORMS. None.
14. REPORTS. None

15. SECTION 508. This policy is created to adhere to accessibility guidelines and standards as
promulgated by the U.S. Access Board with consideration of Information and
Communications Technology (ICT) requirements. The customer experience (CX), plain
language, and service delivery improvements were considered. If modifications are needed
for this artifact, please communicate with the Section 508 Program Management Office
(PMO) at Section.508@uscg.mil. Concerns or complaints for non-compliance of policy
and/or artifacts may be directed to the Section 508 PMO, the Civil Rights Directorate
(https://www.uscg.mil/Resources/Civil-Rights/) for the Coast Guard, or to the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security at accessibility@hq.dhs.gov.

16. REQUEST FOR CHANGES. Proposed changes may be sent directly to Commandant (CG-
81) through the chain of command using a Coast Guard memorandum.

/THOMAS G. ALLAN/
Admiral, U.S. Coast Guard
Vice Commandant

Appendix A. Gift Acceptance Process Map
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Appendix A. Gift Acceptance Process Map

Appendix A is accessible on the SharePoint site:

COMDT (CG-81) SharePoint Page.
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