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COMDTINST 5726.10D 
03 FEB 2026 

 
COMMANDANT INSTRUCTION 5726.10D 

Subj:    NAMING OF CUTTERS, SHORE FACILITIES, AND ASSIGNING SPONSORS AND 
LONG GLASS PRESENTERS 

1. PURPOSE.  This Instruction establishes Coast Guard policy on governing the naming or 
re-naming of cutters and prominent institutional facilities, and the policy for selecting 
cutter Sponsors and Long Glass Presenters. 

2. ACTION.  All Coast Guard unit commanders, commanding officers, officers-in-charge, 
deputy/assistant commandants, and chiefs of headquarter directorates must comply with 
the policies contained.  

3. AUTHORIZED RELEASE.  Internet release is authorized. 

4. DIRECTIVES AFFECTED.  Policy For Naming of Cutters and Shore Facilities, 
COMDTINST 5726.10C is hereby cancelled. 

5. BACKGROUND. 

a. Cutters and shore facilities are highly visible and represent the Coast Guard in a public 
setting. It is important to ensure names of cutters and facilities convey a proper 
representation of the Coast Guard. The naming process is significant and lengthy to 
ensure only the most suitable names are chosen to represent the Coast Guard and its 
Core Values of Honor, Respect, and Devotion to Duty. 

b. The Commandant has appointed a standing board, referred to as the Naming Board for 
Cutters and Shore Facilities, to review and make recommendations for the naming of 
cutters and shore facilities. The Commandant will make the final decision after 
considering the Naming Board’s recommendations. 

c. The Naming Board is also responsible for nominating Sponsors and Long Glass 
Presenters for newly commissioned cutters. The Commandant will make the final 
decision after considering the Naming Board’s recommendations. 

6. DISCLAIMER.  This guidance is not a substitute for applicable legal requirements, nor is 
it itself a rule.  It is intended to provide administrative guidance for Coast Guard personnel 
and is not intended nor does it impose legally-binding requirements on any party outside 
the Coast Guard. 
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7. MAJOR CHANGES.  This Instruction is updated to add the policy for selecting cutter 
Sponsors and Long Glass Presenters. Additionally, the policy for cutter naming was updated 
to provide additional clarity regarding prospective cutter name categories and the cutter 
naming process. 

8. ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECT AND IMPACT CONSIDERATIONS.  The Office of 
Environmental Management, Commandant (CG-SHORE-V) reviewed this Commandant 
Instruction and the general policies contained within and determined that this policy falls 
under DHS categorical exclusion A3. This CI will not result in any substantial change to 
existing environmental conditions or violation of any applicable federal, state, or local laws 
relating to the protection of the environment. It is the responsibility of the action proponent 
to evaluate all future specific actions resulting from this policy for compliance with the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), other applicable environmental requirements, 
and the U.S. Coast Guard Environmental Planning Policy, COMDTINST 5090.1 (series). 

9. DISTRIBUTION.  Electronic distribution in the Directives System Library. Intranet/Pixel 
Dashboard: Directives Pubs, and Forms - PowerApps (appsplatform.us). If Internet 
released: Commandant Instructions (uscg.mil), Coast Guard Forms (uscg.mil) . 

10. RECORDS MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS.  Records created as a result of this 
Instruction, regardless of format or media, must be managed in accordance with Records & 
Information Management Program Roles and Responsibilities, COMDTINST 5212.12 
(series) and the records retention schedule located on the Records Resource Center Microsoft 
SharePoint site. 

11. ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES. 

a. Naming Board. The Director of Coast Guard Communications (CG-COMMS) chairs the 
Naming Board. The Board consists of one representative from the Office of the Master 
Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard (CG-00B), the Director for Systems Integration 
(CG-SI), the Assistant Commandant for Capability (CG-7), the Coast Guard Historian's 
Office (CG-COMMS-4), and the Chair of the Naming Board Workgroup, (CG-COMMS-
3). 

(1) The Naming Board is responsible for reviewing all nominations and making sound 
recommendations to the Commandant for naming cutters and shore facilities. 

(2) A non-voting Naming Board Workgroup provides administrative and research 
support to the Naming Board and attends Naming Board meetings. The Naming 
Board Workgroup is chaired by the Office of Partnerships and Engagement (CG-
COMMS-3) and includes representatives from the Office of Congressional and 
Governmental Affairs (CG-COMMS-1), the Office of Public Affairs (CG-COMMS-
2), the Office of Coast Guard Heritage (CG-COMMS-4), the Office of Cutter Forces 
(CG-751), and the Office of Strategic Planning and Communications (CG-SID-5). 

(3) The Naming Board may invite other individuals to participate in Naming Board and 
Naming Board Workgroup discussions; however, these individuals are non-voting 
participants. 

https://play.apps.appsplatform.us/play/e/default-369ba0d5-02cb-4d2f-94fd-9212cc24b78c/a/449d74ad-9685-44e3-934b-46c72a05e1a2?tenantId=369ba0d5-02cb-4d2f-94fd-9212cc24b78c&source=portal
https://www.dcms.uscg.mil/Our-Organization/Assistant-Commandant-for-C4IT-CG-6/The-Office-of-Information-Management-CG-61/About-CG-Directives-System/Commandant-Instructions/
https://www.dcms.uscg.mil/forms/
https://uscg.sharepoint-mil.us/sites/CG611_HUB
https://uscg.sharepoint-mil.us/sites/CG611_HUB
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b. Potential Namesakes. Namesakes for cutters and shore facilities should reflect the highest 
traditions of the Coast Guard's rich history and core values. The Naming Board 
Workgroup will conduct extensive research and vetting to ensure proposed names are 
deserving and appropriate. Names of individuals will not be considered unless they meet 
the following criteria: 

(1) The actions of the individuals must reflect the Coast Guard's Core Values of Honor, 
Respect, and Devotion to Duty and must be in keeping with the highest traditions of 
the Coast Guard. 

(2) The individual must be considered a distinguished Coast Guard person or someone 
who had a great influence on Coast Guard or United States history. 

12. POLICY ON CUTTER NAMING. 

a. All cutters 65 feet or greater in length will be named. 

b. Cutters will be named after significant geographic locations; distinguished service 
members and key persons shaping Coast Guard history; Secretaries of the department 
under which the Coast Guard has served or is serving; important events throughout Coast 
Guard history; other service ships that were manned by Coast Guard personnel; famous 
past cutters; wildlife and natural elements (e.g., flowers, trees, birds, animals); bodies of 
water (e.g., lakes, rivers, bays); Indian tribes; mythological figures (e.g., Greek and 
Roman gods); nautical elements (e.g., celestial bodies, winds); nautical land masses (e.g., 
islands; points; capes); and nautical tools and equipment (e.g. vice, bitt, anvil, etc.). 

c. The Naming Board may consider other categories of names that the Commandant directs 
as appropriate. 

d. The Office of Cutter Forces will inform the Naming Board (via email to 
NamingBoard@uscg.mil) of new cutters and new classes of cutters. The Naming Board 
will be informed of a new cutter or class of cutters as soon as practical to ensure 
sufficient time to obtain approval for names. Naming precedes selection of a cutter's 
sponsor, long glass presenter and keel laying. Significant lead time (12-24 months) is 
required, since time-consuming historical research may be needed. 

e. The Naming Board Workgroup maintains a list of potential names for the Naming 
Board's consideration when identifying names for cutters and shore facilities. Anyone 
may suggest a potential name to the Naming Board (via email to 
NamingBoard@uscg.mil). 

13. POLICY ON FACILITY NAMING. 

a. If any Coast Guard building or facility, including but not limited to barracks, mess halls, 
administration buildings, hangars, athletic facilities, supply depots, auditoriums, will be 
named, the proposed name must be forwarded for review of the Naming Board. Upon 
review, the Naming Board will make recommendations to the Commandant for final 
approval.

mailto:NamingBoard@uscg.mil
mailto:NamingBoard@uscg.mil
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b. Interior compartments are not required to go before the Naming Board for consideration. 
Examples of these include classrooms, wings, halls, miscellaneous rooms, etc. While 
these spaces do not require Commandant approval, the naming of these compartments is 
still a matter that should be researched thoroughly and carefully considered to ensure they 
are named after deserving members who meet the heroic or distinguished requirements. 

c. Buildings and interior compartments will only be named after individuals who have 
historical significance to the Coast Guard. They include but are not limited to Coast 
Guard personnel who died in action/line of duty; war heroes; people who had a 
significant impact on Coast Guard history; Lifesaving, Lighthouse and Revenue Cutter 
Service personnel; persons who have earned lifesaving medals. 

d. Outdoor facilities, (street, circle, lanes, parking lots, moorings, athletic facilities, athletic 
fields, waterfront facilities, airfields, etc.) will be named for Coast Guard cutters, 
historically significant people, famous battles, nautical terms, lighthouses, light stations, 
lifesaving stations, or noteworthy rescues. The Commandant has delegated to unit and/or 
installation commanders the authority to name outdoor facilities. 

e. The Naming Board may consider other categories of names the Commandant directs as 
appropriate. 

f. District commanders, FORCECOM, LOGCOM, and commanding officers of 
Headquarters units must forward to Commandant (CG-COMMS-3) via the chain of 
command nominations of names for facilities to arrive at least 90 days prior to the 
anticipated date of the dedication ceremony. Nomination packages must include a request 
to Commandant to name a facility. This request must include the anticipated date of the 
dedication ceremony along with a detailed description of how the name being requested 
meets the requirements outlined above. An example request can be obtained by 
contacting Commandant (CG-COMMS-3). 

g. Commandant (CG-COMMS-4) will provide assistance in researching a name if desired. 
Sufficient lead-time (3-6 months) is required, since considerable historical research is 
often needed. 

14. POLICY ON SPONSOR AND LONG GLASS PRESENTER. 

a. Commandant (CG-COMMS) is the nominating authority for the selection of Sponsors 
and Long Glass Presenters for newly commissioned cutters. 

b. The Commandant is the final approval authority for all Sponsors and Long Glass 
Presenters. 

c. Commandant (CG-COMMS-3) is responsible for initiating and compiling Sponsor and 
Long Glass Presenter recommendations to Commandant (CG-COMMS) for nomination. 

(1) If the cutter is named for an individual, Commandant (CG-COMMS-3) will 
coordinate with Commandant (CG-COMMS-4) to research and identify an 
appropriate representative to serve as Sponsor. Sponsors are typically direct lineal 
descendants of the cutter namesake. Once selected, the Sponsor assists with 
identifying an appropriate Long Glass Presenter. 
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(2) If the cutter is not named for an individual, the Commandant (CG-COMMS-3) will
solicit input from the Naming Board Working Group to identify prospective
candidates with an association or heritage connection to the namesake for Sponsor
and Long Glass Presenter.

(3) Upon approval from the Coast Guard Commandant, Commandant (CG-COMMS-3)
provides a brief synopsis of the cutter’s name, why it was chosen, the cutter’s mission
and a brief overview of the ceremonial events associated with the commissioning of
the cutter. The letter also provides a primary point of contact for the Sponsor and
Long Glass presenter during the cutter’s construction and delivery process.
Commandant (CG-COMMS-3) will typically serve as the Sponsor and Long Glass
Presenter’s initial point of contact until such time a commissioning ceremony project
officer is assigned, to include potential Keel Laying and Christening ceremonies.
Commandant (CG-COMMS-3) will ensure a proper handoff to the commissioning
project officer and/or the cutter’s Prospective Commanding Officer to establish
communications prior to the commissioning ceremony.

(4) For first-in-class cutters or cutters of national significance, the Sponsor will be
invited, through a letter from the Commandant, to identify up to three persons to
assist in the execution of their ceremonial duties. For all non-first-in-class cutters,
Commandant (CG-COMMS-3) will determine if additional assistants are appropriate.

15. FORMS.  None.

16. REPORTS.  None.

17. SECTION 508.  This policy is created to adhere to accessibility guidelines and standards as
promulgated by the U.S. Access Board with consideration of Information and
Communications Technology (ICT) requirements. Customer experience (CX), plain
language, and service delivery improvements were considered. If modifications are needed
for this artifact, please communicate with the Section 508 Program Management Office
(PMO) at Section.508@uscg.mil. Concerns or complaints for non-compliance of policy
and/or artifacts may be directed to the Section 508 PMO, the Civil Rights Directorate
(https://www.uscg.mil/Resources/Civil-Rights/) for the Coast Guard, or to the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security at accessibility@hq.dhs.gov.

18. REQUEST FOR CHANGES.  Units and individuals may recommend changes in writing via
the chain of command to Commandant (CG-COMMS-3), U. S. Coast Guard Stop 7103,
2703 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave SE, Washington, DC 20593-7103.

/JENNIFER M. PLOZAI/ 
Senior Executive Service, U. S. Coast Guard 
Director, Governmental and Public Affairs 

mailto:Section.508@uscg.mil
https://www.uscg.mil/Resources/Civil-Rights/
https://www.uscg.mil/Resources/Civil-Rights/
mailto:accessibility@hq.dhs.gov
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