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INTRODUCTION
Purpose

The purpose of this reference guide is to provide Department 
of the Air Force (DAF) Technology Transfer and Transition 
(T3) personnel with practical “how-to” information needed to 
perform their jobs. It emphasizes how to initiate and execute 
T3 agreements to enable productive T3-related activities. 
This reference guide serves as a guide to resources that 
are rapidly updated to reflect the ever-changing political, 
economic, legal, and regulatory landscape; for the most up-
to-date information and expanded details, please visit our 
website (https://www.aft3.af.mil/). Users are encouraged to 
provide suggestions to improve the reference guide.

Technology Transfer (T2) vs. Technology Transfer 
& Transition (T3)

Technology Transfer (T2) is the process of leveraging 
knowledge, facilities, or capabilities originating from federally 
funded research and development (R&D) to address public 
and private sector needs. This encompasses the sharing, 
development and transmission of ideas, data, information 
and technology among government agencies, industry and 
academia. While the Department of Defense (DoD) and 
other federal laboratories commonly employ the term T2, 
perspectives on this process vary.

The DAF utilizes the term Technology Transfer & Transition 
(T3), intentionally emphasizing the critical importance 
of transitioning technology back into DAF operations. 
Technology transition is the process of applying critical 
technology in military systems to provide an effective 
weapons and support system — in the quantity and quality 
needed by the warfighter to carry out assigned missions and 
at the “best value” as measured by the warfighter. While not 
all technology transfers result in a successful transition, this 
outcome is considered a key indicator of success.

Defining T3 concisely is challenging due to the diverse 
nature of involved organizations, their distinct motivations 
and objectives and the varied mechanisms employed to 
facilitate the process. This T3 guide reflects the specific 
perspective and priorities of the DAF.

Why is T3 important?

The DAF engages in T3 for several strategic and practical 
reasons:

Mission Enhancement. T3 enables the DAF to leverage 
the innovative skills, resources and capabilities of non-
governmental entities, including industry and academia, 
to achieve its mission objectives. This includes joint 
development of critical new technologies with businesses 
and universities, transferring inventions to industry for final 
manufacturing and developing and diversifying its scientific 
and professional workforce through collaborations with 
higher education institutions.

Maximizing R&D Potential. T3 mechanisms extend the 
reach and impact of DAF-funded R&D by facilitating the 
transition of government-developed technologies, expertise 
and resources to non-federal entities, such as industry, 
academia and non-profit organizations.

Facilitating Collaboration and Commercialization. Through 
mechanisms like Collaborative Research and Development 
Agreements (CRADAs), Education Partnership Agreements 
(EPAs), Information Transfer Agreements (ITAs), Material 
Transfer Agreements (MTAs, and Commercial Test 
Agreements (CTAs)), T3 fosters collaborative innovation, 
resource sharing, and commercialization.  These agreements 
enable the DAF to share software, materials, and testing 
facilities, while cultivating partnerships that drive further 
development, refine technologies for practical applications, 
and maximize their societal, military, and economic impact

Strategic Partnerships. Partnership Intermediary Agreements 
(PIAs) enlist the services of state and local government or non-
profit entities to facilitate Technology Transfer (T3) agreements 
with industry. For example, PIAs can assist in identifying potential 
licensees and negotiating licensing agreements. Licensing 
agreements, including patent and software licenses, enable 
companies to transform DAF inventions into new products that 
support the defense mission and benefit the U.S. economy. 

Leveraging Industry Expertise. T3 leverages industry’s 
advanced applied research and development expertise 
to transition DAF inventions into the hands of the U.S. 
warfighter. By making an initial investment in its own labs 
and transferring innovations, the DAF can rely on industry 
partners to cover the bulk of the subsequent development 
expenses.

Cost-Effective Development. T3 offers a cost-effective 
pathway for developing new technologies for the DAF. By 
transferring innovations to industry partners, the DAF can 
leverage their resources and expertise, reducing the overall 
development cost.

Ensuring Technology Utilization. Transferring DAF inventions 
to industry is crucial for their ultimate utilization. The DAF 
is not a manufacturing entity; therefore, it relies on industry 
partners to convert its inventions into new products for 
military procurement.

Lowering Costs and Improving Supply Chains. T3 
contributes to lower costs and improved supply chains 
for military products with civilian applications (“dual-use” 
technologies). Commercial sales resulting from T3 create 
economies of scale, reducing DAF procurement costs and 
sustaining the defense industrial base. Ongoing commercial 
sales also ensure a more reliable supply of military products 
and facilitate continuous technological development.
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Engaging Innovative Companies. T3 frequently engages 
innovative and agile companies, including small and medium-
sized businesses, that may not be traditional defense 
contractors, broadening the pool of potential partners and 
fostering innovation.

T3 benefits for the DAF

Maintain and enhance technology base.  Providing cutting-
edge technology ensures the DAF remains at the forefront 
of military capabilities, allowing for superior performance 
in various domains. Investing in advanced tools empowers 
personnel to effectively utilize and maintain this technology, 
maximizing operational efficiency and minimizing downtime.

Leverage outside resources to expand capabilities and 
reduce overall program schedule. By accessing cutting-
edge technologies developed by industry partners, the DAF 
can avoid duplicative research and development efforts, 
saving valuable time and resources. Utilizing specialized 
tools and software from external vendors can enhance 
analytical capabilities and project management, leading to 
more efficient processes and quicker turnaround times. This 
strategic use of T3 benefits allows the DAF to stay ahead of 
the curve and rapidly deploy new capabilities.

Accelerate technology transition. The DAF is not in 
the business of manufacturing products and goods.
The DAF relies on industry and academia to bring 
technology developed in DAF labs to a higher Technology 
Readiness Level (TRL). Once developed and manufactured, 
the technology can be transitioned back to the DAF for the 
ultimate benefit of the warfighter.

Revenue generation. If the DAF develops Intellectual 
Property (IP) through a collaboration, there is potential to 
license it to industry and academia. As a result, the DAF 
inventor and the lab in which the IP was generated can earn 
royalties.  Lab money can be used to support and promote 
T3 activities. (35 U.S.C § 207 and 35 U.S.C § 209)

Develop future workforce through partnerships with 
educational institutions. Through EPAs, the DAF can 
collaborate with students from pre-K to college for Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) activities. 
The DAF can share its time, expertise, equipment and labs 
to educate future scientists and engineers while offering 
potential opportunities in the future. EPAs also create 
goodwill with the larger community. (10 U.S.C § 2194)

T3 benefits for the partner

Access to DAF technical experts. This collaboration fosters a 
synergistic exchange of knowledge and expertise, benefiting 
both the DAF and its partners. Partners gain invaluable 
insights into the DAF’s unique operational requirements and 
technological challenges, allowing them to tailor solutions 
and develop technologies that directly address these needs.

Leverage resources/share risk. Partners gain access to 
valuable resources such as testing facilities, data sets, and 

specialized equipment, which can be prohibitively expensive 
to acquire independently. T3 fosters a collaborative 
environment where risks associated with research, 
development, and implementation of new technologies are 
shared between the DAF and its partners.

Enhance product base. Collaborating with the DAF allows 
partners to tailor their existing products to meet specific 
DAF requirements, leading to improved performance and 
expanded market applicability. Access to DAF expertise 
and operational insights allows partners to identify potential 
areas for product improvement and develop innovative 
solutions that address unique challenges.

Global economic competitiveness. This exposure can 
lead to the development of innovative technologies and 
solutions with both military and commercial applications, 
expanding market reach and creating new revenue streams. 
The credibility and recognition gained through association 
with the DAF also enhances a partner’s reputation and 
strengthens their position in the global marketplace.

Job retention/expansion. The need for skilled personnel 
to support research, development, and implementation of 
new technologies drives demand for specialized expertise, 
leading to increased hiring and career advancement 
opportunities. Furthermore, the successful development 
and deployment of technologies through T3 collaborations 
can lead to increased sales and market share, further 
fueling job growth and economic stability within the partner 
organization and the broader community.

Profit. Developing technologies and products in partnership 
with the DAF opens doors to lucrative government contracts 
and potential commercialization opportunities. Access to 
DAF resources and expertise can streamline the research 
and development process, reducing costs and accelerating 
time-to-market for new products. Furthermore, the enhanced 
reputation and credibility gained through association with 
the DAF can attract new customers and investors, further 
boosting revenue streams.

Requirement for T3

In addition to mission-related drivers, the DAF’s engagement 
in T3 is also mandated by legal obligations. U.S. law (15 U.S.C. 
§ 3710) requires federal agencies to actively pursue the 
transfer of their inventions to industry, “to ensure the full use 
of the results of the nation’s federal investment in research 
and development.” This mandate necessitates that federal 
laboratories establish dedicated T2/T3 offices and staff, 
integrate T2/T3 responsibilities into the roles of laboratory 
scientists and engineers (S&Es) and report T2/T3 metrics 
to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) as part of 
their annual budget submissions. Further legislation (10 USC 
4832) specifically directs the Department of Defense (DoD) 
to transfer its inventions to the U.S. industrial base.

Alongside these foundational laws, a comprehensive 
framework of federal legislation, executive orders, 
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Presidential memoranda and DoD and DAF directives, 
memoranda, instructions and other issuances has evolved 
over the past 45 years. This includes DoDI 5137.02 (Under 
Secretary of Defense for Research and Engineering 
(USD(R&E)), DoDI 5535.08 (DoD Domestic Technology 
Transfer Program, DoDI 5535.10 (Coordination of DoD 
Efforts to Identify, Evaluate, and Transfer DoD Technology 
Items, Equipment, and Services to Federal, State, and Local 
First Responders), DoDI 5535.11 (Availability of Samples, 
Drawings, Information, Equipment, Materials, and Certain 
Services to Non-DoD Persons and Entities).

For more information, please see the website below: 

https://www.esd.whs.mil/Directives/issuances/dodd/

Within the DAF, Air Force Instruction 61-301, dated
16 September 2019, states:

“Air and Space Force technology transfer activities are key 
components of the DAF contribution to the DoD’s national 
security mission. This mission requires the best possible 
use of national scientific and technical capabilities and a 
strong industrial base to meet the DAF and the Nation’s 
needs. DAF technology transfer activities promote the 
best possible use of national scientific and technical 
capabilities by improving the quality of the defense 
laboratories, increasing their ability to effectively and 
efficiently perform their designated missions, and by using 
their infrastructure to support private sector activities in 
the areas of air, space, and cyberspace.”

DAF T3 outcomes and impacts

Despite limited program funding, the results from T3 have 
been impressive. DAF activities have established more than 
3,700 T3 agreements since 2018. This total encompasses 
more than 1,400 CRADAs for collaborative R&D with the 
industry. In the last five years, DAF activities have secured 
more than 80 license agreements to transfer new inventions 
to industry. These T3 activities have had substantial impacts 
on the national defense mission and U.S. economy. As of FY 
2025, there are roughly 1,700 active DAF T3 agreements. 

AI-FORGE, an autonomous robotic blacksmithing system, 
was successfully demonstrated in January 2023. Developed 
by a multidisciplinary team, the AI-powered system uses 
heat-assisted metalworking to autonomously manufacture 
customized parts for military aircraft, running uninterrupted 
for over six hours in its initial test.

Photo by AFRL

Department of the Air Force Technology Transfer 
and Transition Program Office (DAFT3PO) 

The Department of the Air Force Technology Transfer and 
Transition Program Office (DAFT3PO) is located within the 
Air Force Research Laboratory (AFRL) at Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base, Ohio. Its core mission is to facilitate the transfer 
of DAF-developed technologies, expertise and resources 
to external partners, including state and local governments, 
academic institutions and private industry. This T3 process 
ensures that the DoD’s significant investments in research 
and development generate benefits beyond military 
applications, contributing to innovation, economic growth 
and societal advancements in aerospace, energy and 
advanced manufacturing.

The DAFT3PO manages the DAF T3 Program, disseminating 
innovations for commercialization or public use. Through 
collaborative mechanisms such as Partnership Intermediary 
Agreementss, DAFT3PO connects DAF researchers with 
external entities to foster joint development and practical 
applications of cutting-edge technologies. In addition, 
DAFT3PO promotes STEM initiatives to inspire and educate 
the next generation of innovators, aligning with broader DoD 
goals to develop a skilled workforce.

Research and development success stories

The DAF has demonstrated remarkable success in 
translating advanced research into operational capabilities 
that directly support warfighter needs. These achievements 
exemplify effective T3 processes, where cutting-edge 
scientific discoveries move from laboratory concepts to 
fielded systems that provide tactical advantages. The 
following analysis examines four significant R&D success 
stories that highlight the strategic importance of sustained 
investment in defense science and technology, showcasing 
how innovative research programs can rapidly evolve into 
mission-critical capabilities.	

AI-FORGE Autonomous Robotic Manufacturing System

AFRL achieved a major breakthrough in metamorphic 
manufacturing with the successful demonstration of AI-
FORGE, an autonomous robotic incremental metal forming 
prototype in January 2023. This artificially intelligent (AI) 
system represents a paradigm shift in how the military 
approaches manufacturing challenges, particularly for hard-
to-find aircraft structural components. The AI-FORGE system 
uses incremental forming, a heat-assisted metalworking 
process that allows for the manufacture of small lots of 
customized parts for military aircraft. During its initial test 
run at Warner-Robins Air Logistics Complex, Georgia, the 
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a mature Technology Readiness Level (TRL) that positions 
it for potential fielding. The system addresses a well-
defined operational requirement articulated by combatant 
commands facing increasing drone threats, making it a 
classic example of “tech pull” where customer requirements 
drive technology development. The T3 value is particularly 
significant because THOR provides a cost-effective 
solution to expensive drone swarm attacks, potentially 
offering favorable exchange ratios in conflict scenarios. 
The demonstration’s success establishes a foundation for 
follow-on processes including Technology Maturation Plans 
and System Readiness Assessments that are essential for 
operational deployment.

https://afresearchlab.com/news/afrl-conducts-swarm-
technology-demonstration/?utm_source=linkedin&utm_
medium=linkedintoafrlnewsletter&utm_id=yearinreview

International Cooperative Research and Development 
Agreement (CRADA) with Indian Startups

In October 2023, the USSF entered into a Cooperative 
Research and Development Agreement (CRADA) with 
two Indian startups, marking a potential first for a USSF 
servicing lab in establishing an international CRADA. The 
partners include 114AI, an AI firm specializing in dual-use 
domain awareness software, and 3rd ITECH, India’s sole 
image sensor company, collaborating with AFRL’s Space 
Vehicles Directorate. The CRADA focuses on collaborative 
development of cutting-edge technologies for Earth 
observation sensors and space-domain awareness. 

This international partnership gained significant attention at 
the highest levels of government, with the signing receiving 

THOR, a high-powered microwave counter drone 
weapon, stands ready to demonstrate its effectiveness 
against a swarm of multiple targets at AFRL, Chestnut 
Test Site, Kirtland Air Force Base, N.M., April 5, 2023. 
AFRL completed a successful demonstration of THOR 
simulating a real-world swarm attack. This was the first 
test of this scale in AFRL history.

system operated autonomously without human interruption 
for over six hours, demonstrating remarkable reliability and 
precision.

The development of AI-FORGE emerged from a 
collaborative effort between AFRL’s Materials and 
Manufacturing Directorate, the Ohio State University, the 
Advanced Robotics for Manufacturing Institute and industry 
partners CapSen Robotics and Yaskawa Motoman. This 
partnership model exemplifies how AFRL leverages both 
academic research capabilities and commercial expertise 
to accelerate technology development. The system’s AI 
component enables it to make significant forming decisions 
independently, offering immediate cost and time-saving 
benefits while improving the DAF’s ability to replace hard-to-
find aircraft structural parts.

T3 significance: From a T3 perspective, AI-FORGE 
represents a successful “tech push” initiative where AFRL’s 
basic research in autonomous systems and advanced 
manufacturing has created new military capabilities. The 
system addresses a critical operational need for customized 
forged components that typically have significant lead 
times but are required in small quantities. The T3 success is 
evidenced by the technology’s progression from laboratory 
concept to operational demonstration at an Air Logistics 
Complex, with clear pathways for integration into depot-level 
maintenance operations. This capability directly supports 
aircraft readiness rates, a key performance metric for DAF’s 
operational effectiveness.

https://www.afrl.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/3382692/
afrl-successfully-field-tests-ai-robot-to-improve-daf-manufacturing-
capability/

THOR High-Power Microwave Counter-Drone System

AFRL’s Tactical High-power Operational Responder (THOR) 
system demonstrated exceptional capability against drone 
swarms during testing at the Chestnut Test Site, Kirtland Air 
Force Base, in April 2023. The THOR system utilizes non-
kinetic, speed-of-light, high-powered microwave pulses 
to neutralize unmanned aerial vehicles, representing a 
significant advancement in counter-unmanned aircraft 
systems (C-UAS) capabilities.

Adrian Lucero, THOR program manager at AFRL’s Directed 
Energy Directorate, emphasized the system’s effectiveness 
against previously untested drone types, stating that “THOR 
has never been tested against these types of drones before, 
but this did not stop the system from dropping the targets 
out of the sky.” This demonstration occurred at a critical 
time when drone swarm threats are evolving rapidly, and 
DoD leaders are actively seeking technological solutions to 
address these challenges. The success builds upon decades 
of research in high-powered electromagnetic technologies 
conducted at Kirtland Air Force Base.

T3 significance: THOR exemplifies successful technology 
transition from research to operational testing, representing 

Photo by Mr. Adrian Lucero
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mention in a joint leader’s statement by President Joe Biden 
and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi during Modi’s 
White House visit in June 2023. The agreement supports 
the establishment of INDUS-X, the India-U.S. Defense 
Acceleration Ecosystem, which fosters joint defense 
technology innovation between universities, startups, 
industry and think tanks in both countries as part of the India-
U.S. initiative on critical and emerging technology (iCET).

The CRADA establishes multiple timeline objectives ranging 
from immediate joint challenges and academic partnerships 
to long-term goals including an Indo-U.S. Joint Innovation 
Fund and standardization of certifications for technology 
startups. This comprehensive approach demonstrates the 
DAF’s commitment to leveraging international partnerships 
for technological advancement while maintaining security 
protocols necessary for defense applications.

T3 Significance: This international CRADA demonstrates a 
practical and significant approach to Technology Transfer 
(T3) through international collaboration, while maintaining 
security requirements. The agreement’s T3 value lies in 
accessing global innovation ecosystems, particularly in AI and 
sensor technologies where commercial markets are driving 
rapid advancement. By partnering with international startups, 
the USSF can leverage non-traditional defense contractors 
and accelerate technology development timelines.

https://www.spaceforce.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/3561836/1st-
international-crada-between-afrl-indian-startups-ignites-strategic-
collabor/

Deep Space Advanced Radar Capability (DARC) 
Technology Demonstrator

The U.S. Space Force (USSF) achieved a significant milestone 
with the successful testing of the Deep Space Advanced 
Radar Capability (DARC) Technology Demonstrator at White 
Sands Missile Range in December 2021. This preliminary test, 
conducted by Space Systems Command’s Enterprise Corps 
and Special Programs Ground Radar portfolio, validated 
critical technologies for detecting and tracking small space 
objects with high precision. The DARC system addresses 
growing concerns about space debris and adversarial 
threats in geosynchronous orbit, capabilities essential for 
protecting valuable space assets.

The DARC tracking radar employs existing technologies 
in innovative configurations to detect small space objects 
and satellites quickly while providing highly precise orbital 
information. If collision threats are detected, satellite 
operators receive timely alerts allowing for evasive 
maneuvers. Additionally, DARC can identify adversarial 
threats that might disrupt or deny civil and military space 
services. The White Sands demonstration involved a small-
scale version of the envisioned system, complete with similar 
hardware, and successfully broadcast signals at specific test 
objects in space.

Greg Carr, Enterprise Corps Space Domain Awareness 
Division manager, emphasized the strategic importance 
of the success, noting that “the success of the DARC-TD 
was a significant step in building confidence for this radar 
technology and allowed our program office to release 
a Request for Prototype Proposal through the Space 
Enterprise Consortium to quickly deliver the first DARC site.” 
The program envisions building a global DARC system in 
collaboration with closest allies to ensure comprehensive 
space domain awareness capabilities.

T3 significance: DARC represents a critical T3 success in 
space domain awareness, transitioning from technology 
demonstration to acquisition program execution through 
the Space Enterprise Consortium. The successful test 
enabled the program office to move forward with prototype 

The highly-advanced Deep Space Advanced Radar 
Capability (DARC) transmits and receives arrays 
capable of a multitude of missions crucial to 
monitoring, tracking and reporting objects of 
interest in space. It’s a capability that will fill critical 
gaps in the ground-based element of the Space 
Domain Awareness architecture enterprise.

Photos by Craig Weiman,
Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory
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8. References

Air Force Instruction 61-301 can be accessed by 
clicking the following link:

https://static.e-publishing.af.mil/production/1/
saf_aq/publication/afi61-301/afi61-301.pdf

The Federal Laboratory Consortium Green Book can 
be accessed by clicking the following link: 

https://federallabs.org/learning-center/t2-toolkit/
the-flc-greenbook

DAFT3PO email:
AFRL.SPGD.DAFT3PO@us.af.mil

TechLink – OSD PIA – Your pipeline to innovative 
products and services. TechLink helps innovation-
minded businesses and entrepreneurs identify, 
evaluate, and license technology developed within 
DoD and VA labs nationwide. 

https://techlinkcenter.org/

Other resources and info:
DoD: https://rt.cto.mil/rtl-labs/tech-transfer/

Repository of U.S. Government patents ready
for licensing:

https://techlinkcenter.org/technologies 

DAFT3PO website
https://www.aft3.af.mil/ 

Navy
https://www.navytechtransfer.navy.mil/ 

Army
https://www.arl.army.mil/collaborate-with-us/
avenue/technology-transfer/ 

Main DoD & USAF implementing regulations:
DoDI 5535.08, AFI 51-303, AFI 61-301   

Patent matters
afmclo.jaz.pat@us.af.mil

T2 matters
afmclo.jaz.tech@us.af.mil

PIA Org Box
AFRL.DAFT3.PIAS@us.af.mil

Do you have a Success Story to feature? 
See more information on page 33 or  
reach out to our ORG box:

AFRL.SPGD.DAFT3PO@us.af.mil

07DAFT3 GUIDE

development, demonstrating how effective technology 
maturation can accelerate acquisition timelines. From 
a T3 perspective, DARC addresses urgent operational 
requirements for space situational awareness in an 
increasingly contested domain, supporting both defensive 
and offensive space operations. The technology’s transition 
pathway through consortium-based acquisition represents 
innovative approaches to rapid fielding that could serve as 
models for future space technology programs.

https://www.ssc.spaceforce.mil/Portals/3/DARC%20Technology%20
Demonstration%20test%20a%20success.pdf

These four success stories demonstrate the effectiveness of 
sustained investment in defense research and development, 
showcasing how innovative T3 processes can rapidly 
translate scientific discoveries into operational capabilities. 
The AFRL successes with AI-FORGE and THOR illustrate the 
laboratory’s ability to develop revolutionary technologies 
that address current operational needs and emerging 
threats. Meanwhile, the DAF’s achievements with DARC and 
international partnerships highlight the service’s commitment 
to space superiority and global collaboration in technology 
development.
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LAW AND GUIDANCE
The DoD prioritizes T3, as evidenced by 45+ years of 
legislation, executive orders and internal directives. 
This commitment stems from the recognition that T3 
strengthens national security by fostering a robust 
industrial base and maximizing taxpayer investment in 
defense research.

The DoD Instruction 5535.8 was approved by Heidi Shyu, 
Under Secretary of Defense for Research and Engineering, 
and became effective on 22 September 2022. It cancels 
and replaces DoD Directive 5535.03 from 1999. The aim 
is to make DoD-developed technologies commercially 
available, leveraging economies of scale and a broader 
supplier base to reduce military equipment costs.

Scan the QR codes below 
for more information

Air Force Instruction 61-301 (AFI 61-301) serves as the primary 
guidance for implementing T3. 

The instruction emphasizes T3 is crucial to:

•	 Enhancing national security by leveraging the best scientific 
and technical capabilities across the public and private 
sectors.

•	 Strengthening the industrial base by supporting a robust and 
responsive network of suppliers.

•	 Optimizing taxpayer investment by utilizing taxpayer-funded 
infrastructure in defense laboratories to support private 
sector innovation in air, space and cyberspace.

This approach ensures the DoD can effectively and efficiently 
fulfill its mission while contributing to broader technological 
advancement.

15 USC § 3710
Utilization of
Federal Technology

AFI 61-301
Air Force Instruction

The Green Book -
Federal Technology 
Transfer Legislation 
and Policy

AFPD 61-1
Air Force Policy 
Directive

https://www.law.cornell.edu/
uscode/text/15/3710

https://static.e-publishing.af.mil/
production/1/saf_aq/publica-
tion/afi61-301/afi61-301.pdf

https://federallabs.org/learning-cen-
ter/t2-toolkit/the-flc-greenbook

https://static.e-publishing.
af.mil/production/1/saf_aq/
publication/dafpd61-1/daf-
pd61-1.pdf
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DAFT3PO CHAIN OF COMMAND
The Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Science,
Technology and Engineering (SAF/AQT) is the Office of Primary
Responsibility for the DAFT3PO. SAF/AQT is responsible
for establishing objectives consistent with DAF research 
priorities.

SAF/AQT has delegated program management responsibility of 
the DAFT3PO to the Department of the Air Force Technology 
Executive Officer (DAF TEO). The DAF TEO has appointed 
the DAFT3PO Director to accomplish the objectives of the 
DAFT3PO as well as direct, coordinate and implement all 
guidance and procedures related thereto.

The DAF TEO

The DAF TEO oversees the DAF’s T3 Program. This 
role focuses on aligning scientific research and 
technology development with acquisition processes 
to rapidly deliver crucial capabilities to airmen and 
guardians. Central to this mission is fostering strategic 
partnerships with academia, industry and government 
agencies to accelerate the transition of innovative 
technologies from the laboratory to operational use. The 
DAF TEO is committed to leveraging these collaborations
to drive innovation and deliver cutting-edge capabilities.

DAF TEO SAF/AQT
61-301

DAFT3PO

Lab 1 Lab 3 Lab ...Lab 2

AFMCLO/JAZ
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LEGAL SUPPORT
The General Counsel of the Department
of the Air Force (SAF/GCQ) 

For T3, SAF/GCQ is responsible for managing the legal 
aspects of the DAF patent licensing program and the legal 
aspects of implementing the T3 program.

SAF/GCQ is responsible for the direction, control and 
coordination of:

Air Force Materiel Command Intellectual
Property Legal Office (AFMCLO/JAZ)

AFMCLO/JAZ is responsible for managing and implementing 
the legal aspects of the DAFT3PO and the DAF patent 
licensing program. 

•	 Advising and assisting commanders or directors of 
DAF activities and other DAF personnel on legal issues 
regarding T3. 

•	 Providing practical recommendations for structuring 
business relationships.

•	 Drafting clauses to protect the government’s interest 
in matters such as government furnished property, tort 
liability or IP including inventions, patents, copyrights 
and data rights.

•	 Participating in negotiations to finalize agreements.

•	 Train and oversee local, supporting legal offices for tech 
transfer legal reviews

•	 Preparing and filing patent applications and securing 
issuance of patents.

Other DAF servicing legal council

Inventions

Patents

Copyrights

Trademarks

67 Cyber Wing

AFRL/RI

AFIT

AFNWC

If you would like training for your 
local legal council, please reach 
out to our DAFT3PO org box. 

AFRL.SPGD.DAFT3PO@us.af.mil
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ORTAS
What’s an ORTA?

In the DAF, the Office of Research and Technology Application,
or ORTA, serves as the focal point for establishing T3 
relationships for their respective organizations.

Purpose

DAF ORTAs administer and manage the T3 function for their 
labs. The overriding purpose of DAF ORTAs is to develop 
collaborative interactions with industry, academia and other 
government entities to benefit the U.S. defense mission and 
economy.  

How do they work?

DAF ORTAs are instrumental in advancing T3 by strategically 
managing T3 mechanisms. They facilitate the dissemination 
of government-developed technologies, materials and 
expertise to non-federal entities, including industry, 
academia and non-profit organizations. DAF ORTAs identify 
opportunities to transition R&D into commercial or public 
sector applications, fostering innovation through strategic 
partnerships.

DAF ORTAs negotiate and oversee agreements, ensuring 
compliance with federal regulations while promoting 
the commercialization of technologies to maximize their 
societal and economic impact. DAF ORTAs provide 
specialized expertise on IP, licensing and T3 processes to 
facilitate successful collaborations and determine the most 
appropriate T3 mechanism for specific collaborations.

Furthermore, DAF ORTAs assist industry partners in 
identifying relevant POCs for their technologies. In cases 
where a technology is not aligned with DAF priorities, ORTAs 
redirect collaborators towards more suitable solutions, such 
as referrals to other government agencies that may benefit 
from the technology.

DAF ORTAs ensure all activities adhere to DoD and DAF 
policy. They actively participate in DAF, DoD and Federal 
Laboratory Consortium (FLC) meetings to remain current on 
best practices and advancements in T3.

Finally, DAF ORTAs function as technology brokers, 
connecting internal and external stakeholders critical to the 
effective transfer of technology. They focus on providing 
T3 services and marketing specific applications to potential 
collaborators and licensees.  Within their laboratories, DAF 
ORTAs possess an in-depth understanding of the technology 
and serve as educators for scientists and engineers, 
ensuring they are well-informed about T3 opportunities and 
processes.  DAF ORTAs can utilize Partnership Intermediaries 
(PI) to broker T3 relationships.

ORTA quick facts

Codified in 15 U.S.C. 3710, every lab with 200 or more 
full-time equivalent (FTE) S&Es or other technical 
personnel to dedicate at least one FTE employee to 
staff the new ORTA and adequately fund it to support 
the lab’s T3 function.

 DAF delegation letters designate ORTA as an
organizational office and not a person.

The lead POC must be a government employee. 

Non-PIA contractors may participate as long as final 
lab decisions are handled by a government employee.
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Getting started as an ORTA

Get to know the DAFT3PO: 

The DAFT3PO serves as the central hub for all things T3 
within the DAF.  This office provides a wealth of resources, 
including historical perspectives, training materials, and 
examples of previous agreements, offering valuable insights 
and guidance for potential partners. The DAFT3PO’s core 
mission is to assist anyone interested in exploring T3 
opportunities, connecting them with the right experts and 
resources within the DAF. Dedicated personnel within the 
DAFT3PO are committed to guiding potential partners 
through the entire process, ensuring a smooth and efficient 
experience from initial inquiry to successful collaboration. 
Essentially, if you have a question about or need help with 
T3, the DAFT3PO is your one-stop shop.

See ORTA Welcome Memo:

Provides important information on the DAFT3PO and initial 
instructions.

Schedule ORTA 101 training:

Reach out to the DAFT3PO to schedule basic T3 training.

Learn about the Defense Tech Transfer Information System 
(DTTIS):

DTTIS is a cloud system automating T3 workflows and 
standardizing business rules. It collects data from T3 offices, 
attorneys and innovators, providing search and reporting for 
T3 program insights. DTTIS is also the tool ORTA’s use to 
obtain legal reviews.

Ensure the Delegation Matrix is current:

The Delegation Matrix is a crucial tool tracking all ORTA and 
delegations, including POCs, legal information, portfolio 
managers, authorized T3 mechanisms and locations. 
This information is used for routing agreements, verifying 
approvals, managing workflows and generating reports. 

Explore the ORTA resources library:

The ORTA resources library, on the DAFT3PO SharePoint 
site, provides essential information and training to support 
ORTA activities. It includes documents, agreement templates 
and other resources. The DAFT3PO SharePoint site is only 
available to individuals with a CAC and a need to access.

ORTA functions

Supports S&Es in transferring 
technology

Ensures all activities are in 
compliance with DoD and 
service-specific policies

Assists commercial sector 
(industry and academia) in 
identifying technologies and 
points of contact

Participates in DAFT3PO 
Reviews, DoD T3 Community, 
Association of University 
Technology Managers (AUTM) 
and FLC

Coordinates and develops 
transfer opportunities

Inside the Lab

•	 S&E’s
•	 Lab management
•	 Public Affairs (PA)
•	 Legal office
•	 Procurement staff
•	 Human Resources (HR)

•	 Corporate entities
•	 Academia
•	 State and local governments
•	 National networks
•	 Trade organizations
•	 Non-government Labs

Collaborators

ORTA

PIAs
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Guidance Details Link

The FLC Green Book
Federal Technology Transfer Legislation and 
Policy

https://federallabs.org/getmedia/ae945151-
ee25-4c1d-9eed-346d59dfbf5d/2024FLC-
GreenBook.pdf

AF Policy Directive (AFPD) 
61-1

Management of the Science and 
Technology Enterprise

https://static.e-publishing.af.mil/production/1/
saf_aq/publication/dafpd61-1/dafpd61-1.pdf

AF Instruction: AFI 61-301
The Domestic T2 Process and the Offices
of Research and Technology Applications

https://static.e-publishing.af.mil/production/1/
saf_aq/publication/afi61-301/afi61-301.pdf

Agreement templates
For the various T3 agreements and other 
documentation

https://usaf.dps.mil/sites/20711/SP/DAFT3/
ORTA%20Resources/Forms/AllItems.aspx

T3 rosters Contact information
https://usaf.dps.mil/sites/20711/SP/DAFT3/
ORTA%20Resources/Forms/AllItems.aspx

AFMCLO/JAZ portal
Official legal website for the Air Force 
Material Command Law Office Intellectual 
Property Law Division

https://www.my.af.mil/gcss-af/USAF/site/
AFMC/JA/LO/JAZ

T3 SharePoint sites
Department of Air Force Technology 
Transfer and Transition SharePoint site

https://usaf.dps.mil/sites/20711/SP/DAFT3

DAFT3PO website
Department of Air Force Technology 
Transfer and Transition official webpage

https://www.aft3.af.mil/

T3 Delegation Matrix
Department of Air Force Technology 
Transfer and Transition SharePoint list used 
to track all active and expired delegations

https://usaf.dps.mil/sites/20711/SP/DAFT3/
Lists/Delegation Matrix/AllItems.aspx

Review and become familiar with (Sharepoint available upon request to DAF users):

For more information about 
Agreements, scan the QR code 

or go to www.aft3.af.mil 
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WHAT IS A T3
DESIGNATED LAB?

The DAF TEO designates and authorizes DAF Laboratories 
and/or technical activities to enter into T3 agreements. For 
the purposes of this authorization, a T3 Designated Lab is 
defined as any facility or group of facilities owned, leased or 
otherwise utilized by the DAF, a substantial purpose of which 
is the performance of research, development or engineering 
by DAF employees (15 U.S.C. 3710a(d)(2)).

The overarching legislation for delegated authority falls to 
DoD Directive 5535.03, DoD Instruction 5535.08 and AFI 
61-301. The Technology Executive Officer (TEO) designates 
an organization as a lab or technical activity and delegates 
them authorities to execute T2 agreements.

This broad definition is intentionally employed to encompass 
the diverse range of organizations and arrangements that 
function as laboratories and/or technical activities within 
DAF research, development and engineering programs. 
This definition is not limited to DAF components formally 
designated as “laboratories” but includes any entity 
performing the aforementioned functions.

What is Delegated Authority?

Delegated Authority, as defined by an official memorandum 
from the DAF TEO to designated “Labs,” delegates the 
recipient the authority to enter into specific T3 agreements. 
This memorandum explicitly outlines the following 
information for each T3 designated lab:

•	 Authority of the TEO: States the TEO’s authority 
regarding T3.

•	 Purpose of Delegation: Explains the rationale for issuing 
the Delegation Letter.

•	 Rescission of Previous Delegations: Explicitly rescinds 
all prior delegations of authority.

•	 New Delegations: Grants new delegations of authority 
to specific Labs.

•	 Impact of Reorganization: Stipulates that any 
organizational restructuring will trigger the rescission of 
previously held delegated authority.

•	 Non-Transferability: Prohibits the further delegation of 
the granted authority.

•	 Roles and Responsibilities: Defines the roles and 
responsibilities of the ORTA.

•	 Legal Counsel Support: Clarifies the roles and 
responsibilities of servicing legal counsel.

•	 Acquiring Delegation: Explains the process for an entity 
without a delegation to obtain one.

•	 Rescission Criteria: States that a delegation or 
designation can be rescinded if not utilized or improperly 
utilized.
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BASIC AGREEMENTS

Cooperative Research and Development Agreement  |  CRADA

A legal agreement between a federal and non-federal party that creates an 
avenue to leverage resources when conducting collaborative R&D.

WHO CAN PARTNER?

•	 State/local government

•	 Businesses

•	 Public and private foundations

•	 Non-profit organizations

•	 Academia

•	 Individuals

•	 Foreign organizations that are not 
owned or controlled by a foreign 
government

BENEFITS

•	 R&D facilities

•	 Contacts and relationships

•	 IP

•	 Pooling talents

•	 Innovation

•	 Confidential

A shorter version of CRADA for a specific purpose.

NON-DISCLOSURE AGREEMENT (NDA)

•	 Allow discussions without compromising IP

•	 One year—no extension

•	 Can be used when a Contractor operates a facilities 
under a DAF contract and making that facility and 
associated services available to non-DAF entities 
would be beneficial. 

MATERIAL TRANSFER AGREEMENT (MTA)

•	 DAF or collaborator provides material for 
experimental testing and analysis

•	 DAF or collaborator provides results

•	 No further collaboration takes place

LIMITED PURPOSE OR NON-TRADITIONAL CRADAS

FACILITIES CRADA

To ensure accurate technology 
area selection, technical point of 
contacts (TPOCs) must choose 
the appropriate areas themselves, 
not relying on the ORTA.

i

Annual/final reports, found in Appendix B of the CRADA model, ensure 
accountability and maximize the impact of the CRADA partnership.

CRUCIAL FOR:

Tracking progress: Documenting achievements, challenges and estimated value of contribution

Guiding future efforts: Informing research directions, resource allocation and future collaborations.

Ensuring transparency: Providing a clear record of accomplishments and IP generated.

ANNUAL/FINAL REPORTS

WHAT CAN BE DONE UNDER A CRADA?

DAF can provide personnel, services, 
faciilties, equipment, IP, or other resources 
(with or without reimbursement) - but not 
funds; Collaborator can provide funds, 
personnel, services, facilities, equipment, 
intellectual property, or other resources 
towar the conduct of specified research 
efforts that are consistent with the mission 
of the lab.

•	 Under the Facilities CRADA, the Contractor is the 
Collaborator completing work for others (non-DAF 
parties) for a fee that helps to sustain the facility and 
services.
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CONTRACT SECURITY CLASSIFICATION SPECIFICATION
(DD254)

The DD254, or Department of Defense Contract Security Classification 
Specification, is a vital document in collaborative R&D within the AFRL 
and the broader DAF when contracts involve classified information. 
It provides contractors and subcontractors with detailed security 
requirements and classification guidance for handling sensitive 
information or materials generated or received during R&D projects. 
It ensures all parties adhere to security protocols to protect national 
security interests, facilitating secure collaboration across industry, 
academia and government entities. A draft DD 254 is required for 
legal review.

Some guidance forms include:

Security classification: Identifies the highest level of classified 
information (e.g., confidential, secret, top secret) that will be involved 
in the contract.

Clearance requirements: Specifies the security clearance levels 
required for personnel working on the contract.

Handling procedures: Outlines specific procedures for handling, 
storing, transmitting and destroying classified materials related to the 
contract.

PACKAGE REQUIREMENTS

1.	 Word version of the proposed CRADA or other 
agreement—Log into DTTIS to obtain Number 
(Number will be used in  Coord Memo)

2.	 A memorandum from the office of the proponent in 
support of the non-domestic CRADA signed by a GS-
15/O-6(T-6)

3.	 A memorandum or email from the United States 
Trade Representative stating there are no issues with 
developing the non-domestic CRADA. The proponent 
should consult with their unit Foreign Disclosure 
Officer for current procedures and POCs at the United 
States Trade Representative office.  

4.	 AFMC 191 or Equivalent - A statement signed by the 
local FDO identifying the work under a non-domestic 
CRADA as either public domain or export controlled 
(T-6)

5.	 NEW—Complete Coord Form                                                                                       
https://usaf.dps.mil/teams/10722/SB/T2/T3 Quarterly 
Meetings/2024/NOV/Coord Memo Form hotlink.pdf

PROCESS FOR ROUTING TO SAF/IA

1.	 Upload Draft Agreement and All Documentation into 
DTTIS, add DTTIS # to agreement, upload agreement 
(word version) into DTTIS and submit,  This will route to 
LOJAZ for their Legal Review and Recommendation to 
SAF/IA and GCQ

2.	 DAFT3PO will Route All Non-Domestic Agreement 
Packages to SAF/IA
•	 Our office will craft eSSS—with assistance from ORTA—

Suspense date will be set for 3 weeks 
•	 Our office will provide verbiage for Routing thru TMT
•	 Package will be signed out by SAF/AQT and staffed out via TMT

3.	 SAF/IA Approval time has reduce significantly

4.	 Once Approved by SAF/IA and GCQ—ORTA and/or DAF 
Activity Route for Signatures

5.	 Route for Reviewing Official Signature

6.	 Upload Signed Agreement in DTTIS and Mark Executed

7.	 Send Signed Document to Collaborator

8.	 Set Calendar Reminders for annual reporting and 
estimated completion date

DOD SECURITY AGREEMENT (DD441) 

•	 Used when the DoD discloses classified 
information to a contractor or other entity 
outside the government.

•	 It ensures the recipient understands 
their responsibilities for protecting the 
information.

INTERNATIONAL CRADAS

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION

Any non-domestic agreement must be routed through SAF/IAPC for approval.

For more information about 
Agreements, scan the QR code 

or go to www.aft3.af.mil 
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Educational Partnership Agreement  |  EPA

Information Transfer Agreement  |  ITA

A formal agreement between the defense laboratory for the purpose of encouraging 
and enhancing study in scientific disciplines at all levels of education.

An agreement that allows transfer of samples, drawings, manufacturing, and other 
information to industry and academia. The commonly used version of the ITA transfers 
government-developed software.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?

•	 Primary and secondary schools, 
colleges and universities

•	 Non-profit institutions dedicated 
to improving science, math, 
business, technology transfer 
or transition and engineering 
education

BENEFITS

•	 Allows transfer of government- 
developed software to industry 
and academia for use in 
government and commercial R&D

•	 Used to share International 
Traffic in Arms Regulations 
(ITAR) restricted software and 
classified software

BENEFITS TO THE LAB

•	 Develops a future pool of 
scientists and engineers by 
involving students in STEM

•	 Increases awareness and 
visibility of military developed 
technologies

SOFTWARE

Others may:

•	 Evaluate and participate in 
the continued development 
and application of the 
software

•	 Use the software, possibly for 
commercial purposes

•	 Develop code to interface 
with the software

BENEFITS TO ACADEMIA

•	 Receives lab equipment not 
affordable to purchase

•	 Opportunities for students and 
faculty to work on defense 
research projects

•	 Increases students interest in math, 
science and technology

USERS

•	 Granted a non-exclusive, non-
transferable right to use the 
software’s name, code and 
documentation

•	 Cannot publish software or permit 
it to be published

•	 Cannot transfer to anyone else 
without permission from the DAF

•	 Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) version is available for 
transfer to other government 
agencies

ACTIVITIES ALLOWED

•	 Loaning lab equipment

•	 Transferring (donating) surplus equipment

•	 Making lab personnel available to teach science courses and assist in the 
development of science courses and materials

•	 Involving faculty and students of an educational institution in lab research projects

•	 Developing a program, in cooperation with an educational institution, where students 
receive academic credit for working on lab research projects

•	 Mentoring students of an educational institution
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Commercial Test Agreement  |  CTA

Patent License Agreement  |  PLA

Makes DAF facilities, services, and equipment that are not in direct competition with the 
domestic private sector available to any person or entity for a fee.

Allows the DAF to grant another person or company to make,
use or sell the patented invention in return for a valuable consideration.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

•	 Doesn’t disrupt day-to-day DAF operations

•	 Testing may not constitute undue 
competition

•	 Equipment/materials can only be used    
for R&D

•	 Fees may not exceed the amount to 
recoup direct and indirect costs

•	 May not include expansion of capabilities 
and capacities of the lab or facility 
providing service, even if the other party 
agrees to finance the expansion

THREE TYPES OF LICENSE AGREEMENTS

•	 Exclusive: Grants IP rights for their sole use in all fields or 
geographic area

•	 Partially exclusive: Grants exclusive rights in IP that are limited by 
geographic area or specific field of use

•	 Non-exclusive: Grants rights to an unlimited number of parties in 
any given field of use or geographic area

BENEFITS

•	 Broadens access to unique 
research and test report 
capabilities and facilities

•	 Test results are confidential 
and may not be disclosed 
outside the federal 
government

SPECIALIZED AGREEMENTS

Net revenue cannot be 
produced under a CTA

Fees under a CTA must 
be received prior to 
execution of work

i

Licensing is the primary 
mechanism for transferring 
the commercialization rights 
of patented technologies
and sometimes research 
rights as well

i

Benefits Economic Growth



19DAFT3 GUIDE

Software Licensing Agreements  |  SLA

The 2014 NDAA provided DoD with the limited ability to license DoD-developed 
software and related documents.

BENEFITS FOR THE DAF

•	 Enables DAF-developed software to be converted 
into new products and services for procurement

•	 Leverages outside expertise and resources to 
expedite and reduce the cost of new software 
development

•	 Expands the DAF’s industrial and R&D base

•	 Allows for the evaluation of innovative private-sector 
software

•	 Generates revenues for DAF labs through licensing

TYPES OF SOFTWARE AGREEMENTS

•	 Software License as Vendor: Non-exclusive 
licensing of unpatented software to multiple parties 
for commercial use in exchange for royalties. The 
DAF continues to maintain and support the software

•	 Software License to Distributor: Exclusive or 
partially exclusive licensing of unpatented software 
to distributors, usually for royalties. Distributors 
handle maintenance, support and sublicensing

•	 Open Source License: Openly shares software with 
minimal controls or restrictions; no ongoing support 
or royalties expected

•	 Unilateral Open Source License: Similar to the 
Open Source License but requires signatures 
from recipients for tracking purposes and restricts 
redistribution of the original software

BENEFITS FOR INDUSTRY

•	 Provides a rapid, cost-effective way to acquire 
innovative new software

•	 Allows companies to have their software evaluated 
by the DAF and receive feedback

•	 Potentially opens the door to contracting 
opportunities with the U.S. military

Potential users of the software 
agreements, depending on the 
specific agreement type, include 
companies, entrepreneurs, 
universities and other 
government agencies.

i

For more information about 
Agreements, scan the QR code 
or go to www.aft3.af.mil 

To ensure accurate technology 
area selection, TPOCs must 
choose the appropriate areas 
themselves, not relying on the 
ORTA.

i
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MODIFICATIONS
AND AMENDMENTS

Overview

This section guides you through the process of managing changes 
and concluding your agreements. Understanding the difference 
between modifications, amendments and terminations is crucial 
for successful collaborations and partnerships. Just as important, 
keeping track of your expiration dates is vital, as no changes can 
be made once they have lapsed. Imagine your agreements as 
a roadmap for your partnership journey.  Sometimes you need 
to adjust the route or even change the destination. This section 
explains how to navigate those changes effectively.

Currently, CRADAs are the only agreements that can be modified 
and/or amended. All other T3 agreements can be amended.  

The agreement roadmap

Staying on track: Modifications for CRADAs

You may need to adjust a POC or extend the completion date of 
your CRADA without altering the overall research plan or Joint 
Work Plan (JWP). A modification is the tool. Think of it as a minor 
course correction on the roadmap. CRADA modifications require 
a mutually written agreement from authorized representatives 
of both parties. Remember to share a copy with the reviewing 
official within 30 days of signing.

Examples of CRADA modifications:

•	 Extending the agreement’s timeframe
•	 Changing the designated POCs

Changing the destination: Amendments for all T3 agreements

If your goals evolve significantly requiring changes beyond the 
original scope, you’ll need an amendment. This is like redrawing 
your roadmap to reach a new destination. Amendments also require 
mutually written agreements from authorized representatives 
and must also be signed by the reviewing official.

Examples of amendments:

•	 Bringing in a third-party collaborator
•	 Incorporating new background technology
•	 Adding a new research task

Any agreement, with the exception of a CRADA, can 
be amended based on the above or if there are other 
administrative changes or more time is needed.

Reaching the end of the road: Terminations

Sometimes an agreement needs to conclude before its 
natural expiration date. Either party can terminate the 
agreement for any reason with a simple written notice 
(memo format) delivered at least 30 days prior to the 
desired termination date. For the DAF, the reviewing 
official signs the termination memo for CRADAs. All 
other T3 agreements can be signed by the DAF activity.  

While termination ends future obligations, it doesn’t erase 
past responsibilities. Each party remains accountable 
for costs incurred up to the effective termination date. 
Importantly, if the DAF activity terminates the agreement 
for mission requirements or national security, it is not 
liable for any resulting costs to the collaborator.

Key takeaway: Proactive communication is key

The ORTA monitors expiration dates. However, 
it’s crucial for the TPOC or licensee to proactively 
inform ORTAs about any needed modifications or 
amendments, especially extensions, well before the 
agreement expires. This ensures a seamless process 
and avoids any unintended lapses in your efforts.

Feature Modification (CRADAs) Amendment Termination

Type of change Minor Significant Complete

Examples POC change, date extension
New partner, new 
technology, new task

Ending early

Process
Mutual written agreement, 
notify reviewing official

Mutual written agreement, 
submit to reviewing official

30-day written notice, reviewing 
official signs

Legal Review No Yes No

Signatory DAF Activity

DAF Activity and Reviewing 
Official (CRADAs); 
DAF Activity (all other 
agreements)

Reviewing Official (CRADAs); DAF 
Activity (all other agreements)

What’s the difference?
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DTTIS    

What is DTTIS?

The Defense Technology Transfer Information System (DTTIS) 
is a scalable, cloud-hosted data system that automates 
workflows to standardize and streamline T3 business rules. 
Designed to automate and track patent portfolios and T3 
agreements between the DAF and its industry partners, 
DTTIS maintains both current and historical T3 data while 
adapting to future changes.

Leveraging a proven, NASA-patented Government Off-
The-Shelf (GOTS) software platform, DTTIS delivers optimal 
value to the DAF community. The DAFT3PO manages the 
DTTIS application, providing direct support to the DAF 
S&T community. Its search and reporting engine offers T3 
professionals enhanced visibility and insight into individual 
T3 programs.

The DAF’s implementation of DTTIS may be adopted across 
the DoD enterprise, offering a department-wide solution 
for a common data platform and information-management 
system.
 

THE DEFENSE TECH TRANSFER 
INFORMATION SYSTEM

Key capabilities:

An Inventor Portal where inventors and 
reviewers submit, review and approve 
invention disclosures

An Agreements Workspace where T3 
specialists submit, track and review T3 
agreements

A Legal Docketing Workspace for Patent 
Docketing and Patent Task Tracking

A “Reports Workspace” where users view 
metrics for invention disclosures, patents, 
agreements, etc. 

Includes downloadable Excel reports and a 
“Report Builder” tool allowing users to create 
and save ad-hoc reports

DTTIS Dashboard

https://dttis.cce.af.mil/login
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METRICS
The importance and purpose

The DAFT3PO metrics are used to measure progress and evaluate 
the success of new efforts and encourage T3 activities. Metrics 
include CRADAs, EPAs, ITAs, PLAs and more.

Under the Technology Transfer Commercialization Act of 2000 
(P.L. 106-404):

“Each federal agency that operates or directs one or more 
Federal laboratories or conducts activities under 35 USC § 207 
and 209, must submit to the Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB), an annual performance report addressing the intramural 
T3 activities of its federal laboratories.”

Through their basic and mission-oriented research and development 
investments, federal laboratories historically have been at the 
forefront of scientific discovery and technological innovation. 
T3 facilitates the practical application of federal research by 
transferring laboratory results and fostering partnerships between 
federal laboratories and nonfederal entities on mutually beneficial 
innovative research. Over the years, new products, services 
and the formation of new companies have occurred through T3 
initiatives.

T3 activities are not spontaneous events. Inventions typically require 
years of research before disclosure. To get an understanding of 
how T3 activities are performing over time, it is helpful to view the 
trends in key metrics. The  DAF T3 metrics are used to measure 
progress and evaluate the success of new efforts to encourage T3 
activities.

The DoD T3 annual data call is required by DoDI 5535.08 Section 3.4.  
The data call will be sent to the Laboratory Quality Enhancement 
Program Technology Transfer (LQEP-T3) Component leads through 
the Office of Secretary of Defense (OSD) Correspondence and 
Task Management System (CATMS) and through email. 

Under the Technology 
Transfer Commercialization 
Act of 2000 (P.L. 106-404), 
each Federal agency that 
operates or directs one or 
more federal laboratories 
or conducts activities 
under 35 USC § 207 and 
209, must submit to the 
Office of Management 
and Budget, an annual 
performance report 
addressing the intramural 
T3 activities of its federal 
laboratories.
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INVENTION DISCLOSURES
AND PATENTS

Invention Disclosures

An Invention Disclosure is a document used to report the 
conception of an invention that is novel, non-obvious and 
useful. DAF military and civilian employees are required to 
report, in writing, inventions they create, as stated in Air 
Force Instruction (AFI) 51-303. Invention Disclosures can now 
be submitted through the DTTIS. Employees are required 
to report inventions even if created on their personal time, 
although they can request invention rights using AF 1280. 
AFMCLO Forms 1279 and 1981 are used for submitting a DAF 
invention disclosure; however, invention disclosures can now 
be submitted through the DTTIS.  Employees are required to 
report inventions even if created on their personal time - if 
the employee believes they should retain ownership, then 
they can request a rights determination using AF Form 1280.  

Submitting these forms (or submission in DTTIS) does not 
provide rights protection.  When received and considered 
complete, a patent attorney will review the documentation 
and determine whether the innovation is patentable. If 
patentable, the patent attorney works with the inventor(s) to 
write a patent application, which is filed with the US Patent 
and Trademark Office to begin patent prosecution.

Patents

A patent is a grant by the federal government of the right to 
exclude other from making, using, selling, or importing your 
claimed invention in return for explaining how to make and 
use a new and useful innovation.  The lifetime of a patent 
is generally 20 years from the date of first non-provisional 
filing. In exchange for this right, the inventor must publicly 
disclose the invention’s details. Here’s a breakdown of key 
aspects of patents:

Exclusive Rights: A patent does not guarantee the inventor 
the right to practice their invention (as other patents may 
impose restrictions), but it grants them the authority to 
exclude others from using it without permission. This 
enables the inventor to commercialize their invention by 
manufacturing, selling or licensing it to others.

Limited Time: Patent protection is temporary. After the 
patent term expires, typically after 20 years, the invention 
enters the public domain, allowing anyone to use it freely. 
This time-limited protection balances the inventor’s rights 
with the public’s interest in accessing the invention. 

Requirements for patentability:  

Novelty: The invention is not previously patented, described 
in a printed publication, in public use, on sale, or otherwise 
available to the public before the application filing date.

Usefulness: The invention must have utility and is not merely 
ornamental.

Non-obviousness: The invention, taken as a whole, is not 
obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art before the 
application filing date.

It all starts 
with an idea

Invention 
deemed not
patentable

Denied

Invention 
deemed

patentable
Patent

awarded

Granted
Invention
disclosure

(DOI) filed (AFMCLO 
1279/1981, submitted

via DTTIS)

Application
filed

Using same
AFMCLO Forms
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Patent License Agreement (PLA)

“A PLA is the grant of a patent license from the DAF to 
another person or entity to make, use, or sell the patented 
invention in exchange for valuable consideration. There are 
three types of license agreements. An exclusive license 
grants IP rights for the licensee’s sole use within a defined 
field, geographic area or both. A partially exclusive license 
grants rights to a pre-determined number of recipients or 
limits the rights to a specific use or geographic area. A non-
exclusive license grants rights to an unlimited number of 
parties in any given field of use or geographic area.

A potential licensee must submit an application for a license, 
accompanied by a business or marketing plan.  The laboratory
must accept the application and plan, and legal counsel 
must deem them legally sufficient. The license terms are 
then negotiated, potentially using a PI to help if needed. A 
term sheet should be used to determine reasonable royalty 
rates.  For exclusive or partially exclusive licenses, an Intent 
to Grant Patent License must be published in the Federal 
Register at least 15 days before the agreement is signed; 
legal counsel should be consulted during this process. 
Finally, legal counsel reviews the PLA and obtains the 
necessary signatures.

Software License Agreement (SLA)

Also known as “801 Authority,” a SLA allows a laboratory to 
license government-developed software in exchange for 
valuable consideration. Similar to PLA, there are three types 
of SLAs: exclusive, partially exclusive and non-exclusive. 

The licensing process is similar to that of a PLA, but several 
steps must occur before the standard process begins.  
First, the ORTA must determine that the lab has sufficient 
rights in the software - either ownership or unlimited data 
rights. Second, if contractors were involved in the software’s 
development, copyright assignments and sufficient data 
rights must be obtained.  Finally, legal counsel must publish 
a “Notice of Availability of Software” in the Federal Register.

What is patentable?

Processes Manufacturing and medical

Machines Planes, trains, cars, UAVs, lab equipment

Articles of manufacture Clothing and electronics

Compositions of matter Paints, materials, chemicals

ORTA responsibilities after PLA signature

ORTA responsibilities after SLA signature

•	 Record the license against the patent 
with Patent Office

•	 Ensure royalty payments are timely

•	 Send invoice as needed

•	 Regularly reconcile the PLA ledger

•	 Ensure annual reports are received

•	 Request progress reports as needed

•	 Ensure royalty payments are timely

•	 Send invoice as needed

•	 Regularly reconcile the SLA ledger

•	 Ensure annual reports are received

•	 Request progress reports as needed

AFRL.SPGD.DAFT3PO@us.af.mil

For a PLA or SLA, mail PDF copy of executed 
agreement to the DAFT3PO org box.
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ROYALTIES
The importance and purpose

DAFT3PO is responsible for processing royalty payments 
owed to all DAF inventors. DAF inventors (including 
contractors) who patent inventions made in DAF labs 
and assign their rights to the subject IP over to the U.S.
government are eligible to receive royalties. DAF inventors 
are eligible for the first $2,000 (per inventor) in royalty 
income from every license every year and 50% of any 
additional royalty income. The distribution of the 50% to DAF 
inventors is the highest paid compared to 20% with most 
other DoD agencies.

The remaining 50% is distributed to the DAF lab where the 
IP originated. DAF labs can use the money for research and 
development, education, training and awards or incentives 
to lab personnel.

The ORTA is responsible for stipulating payment terms within 
the PLAs or SLAs and reviewing its IP portfolio to assess 
whether payments have been made.

Can be used to:

Pay laboratory personnel

Reward STEM personnel, including developers

Further scientific exchange among labs of agency

Educate and train employees consistent with the lab’s 
mission

Pay expenses incidental to the administration and 
license IP by the lab or agency

Conduct scientific research and development 
consistent with the R&D missions and objectives of 
the lab

Royalties collection process

ORTA cross-checks payment history with 
the DAFT3PO

ORTA issues Collection Memo No. 1

CC: T3 Office

Wait 30-60 days

ORTA issues Collection Memo No. 2

CC: T3 Office

Wait 30-60 days

If no resolution, ORTA informs DAFT3PO 
director

The DAFT3PO director determines next 
steps to include turning collection over to 
U.S. Treasury

ORTA reviews license to assess how 
much money is due

Use audit ledger created by AFMCLO/JAZ

The following steps outline the procedure to be followed 
when a licensee has failed to remit royalty payments as 
stipulated in their licensing agreement and/or is delinquent 
in their payment obligations:



26 DAFT3 GUIDE

AN INVENTOR’S JOURNEY
From Invention Disclosure to receiving royalty payments

* Invention Disclosures originating as part of the SparkTank competitions will be coordinated with SAF/MG and AFWERX rather than Supervisor/Tech Advisor.
**  Option 2 happens when invention originates outside of established lab structure, such as from an Airman on the flight line, etc.
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* Invention Disclosures originating as part of theSparkTank competitions will be coordinated with SAF/MG and AFWERX rather than Supervisor/Tech Advisor.
** Option 2 happens when invention originates outside of established lab structure, such as from an Airman on the flight line, etc.
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** Option 2 happens when invention originates outside of established lab structure, such as from an Airman on the flight line, etc.
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PARTNERSHIP 
INTERMEDIARY
AGREEMENTS (PIAs)

PIAs at a glance

A PIA is a unique mechanism used to enable a long-term 
partnership between a federal government laboratory and 
a PI (Partnership Intermediary) to facilitate T3 to non-federal 
entities and the transition of essential technologies back to 
the federal government.  

PIA legislation was created primarily to encourage national 
economic growth through T3 and commercialization of 
technology developed in federal government labs. The 
rationale was government labs could be more successful 
at T3 by harnessing outside expertise that already assist, 
counsel, advise, evaluate, or cooperate with small businesses 
and educational institutions. Entities focused on assisting 
small businesses that could serve as independent, objective 
T3 brokers.

PI are able to function as independent, objective brokers 
and facilitators of T3 partnerships. PIAs can be utilized to 
conduct focused marketing of DAF activity technologies, 
capabilities, facilities, partnering opportunities, introduce 
qualified partners to AF activities and help establish T3 and 
other partnerships with industry. In this regard, they act as 
“connectors” between technology creation and those that can 
implement the technology and serve as “force multipliers” for 
DAF ORTAs.  PIAs help businesses, entrepreneurs and other 
non-federal entities find DAF technology-related solutions 
and partnering opportunities, explain DAF requirements, 
guide prospective partners through the T3 process and help 
establish licensing agreements, CRADAs, EPAs, commercial 
test agreements and other types of partnerships with the 
DAF.

Under a PIA, the DAF can provide funding to enable the PIs 
to assist it in establishing appropriate partnerships with non-
federal entities.  

Legal basis 

Two different authorities enable DAF components to 
establish PIAs:  15 USC §3715 and 10 USC §4124(f). The 
first authority, 15 USC §3715, authorizes any federal lab to 
establish PIAs.  The second authority, 10 USC §4124(f), 
is specific to DoD Centers for Science, Technology and 
Reinvention Laboratories.  Within the DAF, AFRL is the only 
designated center and, consequently, is the only DAF activity 
that can use 10 USC §4124(f). 

PI benefits to DAF activities

PI benefits to industry

Function as “force multipliers” for DAF activities for T3.

Conduct focused marketing to businesses, academic 
institutions and other non-federal entities of DAF 
technologies, capabilities, facilities and partnering 
opportunities. 

Identify qualified potential partners and introduce 
them to DAF Activities.

Help establish successful T3 agreements by 
facilitating productive communications between 
DAF activities and non-federal parties during the 
negotiation process.

Help companies and other non-federal entities 
discover DAF technology-related solutions and 
partnering opportunities.

Explain these partnering opportunities as well as DAF 
Activity requirements and expectations.

Assist potential T3 partners in evaluating licensable 
DAF technologies for their intended applications.

Help develop viable license applications, 
commercialization plans, CRADA scopes of work 
(SOWs) and applications for other T3 projects.

To read more about PIAs, scan the 
QR code or go to www.aft3.af.mil 
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PIA purpose and activities

The stated purpose of a PI under both authorities is “to 
perform services” for the federal laboratory “that increase 
the likelihood of success in the conduct of cooperative 
or joint activities” of that laboratory with businesses or 
educational institutions.  Neither PIA authority provides any 
specific detail on the services that may be performed by PIs.

An essential key to understanding appropriate activities 
under a PIA is embodied in this mechanism’s title:  
“Partnership Intermediary Agreement.” Partners serve as 
“intermediaries” between the federal lab and the outside 
world.  In addition, they broker or facilitate “partnerships” 
between the lab and industry, academia or other non-federal 
partners.  They do not conduct technical R&D for the lab or 
directly commercialize federally developed technologies.  
In addition, they legally cannot be used to serve as a pass-
through to provide funding to for-profit entities or to avoid or 
circumvent FAR-based contracting requirements. 

PIA eligibility
key criterias

Non-profit

Assisting businesses

Government agency

Assisting educational institutions

Government-affiliated non-profit

Both sets of criteria 
need to be met in order 
to become a PIA

STEM partnerships

Requirement

Alignment with organization’s mission

Economic
development mission

Corporate status
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PIAs process

Each PIA has resulted from a more-or-less unique and individualized 
process. To help address this situation, the DAF (SAF/AQC and SAF/
GC) issued a guidance memorandum on 10 October 2019 to establish 
“a common DAF interpretation governing the use of PIAs.” Basic 
information for establishing a new PIA are set out in a 2019 guidance 
memorandum by SAF/AQC and SAF/GCQ.  This memo summarizes the 
rationale for using PIAs, provides important background information, 
discusses types of PIAs, lists the kind of services they can perform, 
addresses competition requirements, and discusses the need for DAF 
Activities to treat them as A&AS contractors.  

Regarding competition requirements, the memo notes that there is no 
legal guidance on whether the Competition in Contracting Act (CICA, 10 
USC §2304) applies to PIAs, and also no laws that expressly exempt PIAs 
from competition. It also notes that PIA contracts resemble procurement 
contracts in consisting of a written agreement, use of appropriated 
funds, and the purchase of services. Consequently, it advises DAF 
Activities to observe CICA and “compete PIAs to the maximum extent 
practicable.”  It also notes that activities can establish unfunded PIAs 
using MOUs, which do not use appropriated funds and are not subject 
to CICA.

Activities desiring to initiate a PIA or establish a follow-on to an existing 
PIA should first contact the DAFT3PO to receive up-to-date guidance. 
This office can provide examples of relevant PIA contracts or MOUs.  

15 USC § 3715 
The Use of

Partnership
Intermediaries

10 USC §4124
Centers for Science, 

Technology, and 
Engineering Partnership

https://www.law.cornell.edu/
uscode/text/15/3715

https://www.law.cornell.edu/
uscode/text/10/2368

Range of possible PIA services - both authorities combined

•	 Providing consulting, strategic planning, military and technology 
assessments.

•	 Facilitating transfer of technologies from the DAF to businesses.

•	 Evaluating patents and patent applications to identify the most 
viable candidates for licensing to industry.

•	 Marketing DAF technologies to potential industry licensees.

•	 Providing support and assistance for media/legislative interactions.

•	 Working with small business and regional economies interested in 
commercializing federal technology.

•	 Arranging technical conferences, workshops and seminars.

•	 Identifying companies with innovative technologies, which match 
DAF operational needs.

•	 Developing and delivering workforce development programs that 
align with DAF technology needs and provide a pipeline of skilled 
talent to potential industry partners.

•	 Facilitating technical work by aiding the government in identifying 
vendors and contractors that can accomplish the work, such as 
evaluation samples in limited quantities for test and evaluation.

Questions?

Reach out to the PIA ORG Box:
AFRL.DAFT3.PIAS@us.af.mil
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Steps to forming a PIA

Phase 1:
Initiation and justification

Phase 2:
Request approval

Phase 3:
Execution

DAF Lab identifies the need/requirement to establish a new 
partnership intermediary.

DAF Lab conducts market research based on the requirement 
for determining level of competition.

Relevant contracting office provides level of competition 
recommendation based on market research results.

Government Requirements Owner (RO) submits a 
comprehensive Statement of Objectives and justification for 
the new PIA to the DAFT3PO using the PIA Approval Rubric to 
ensure all criteria has been addressed.

DAF Lab prepares official request, signed by reviewing 
official/signatory and forwards to DAFT3PO (per AFI-61-301).

DAFT3PO compiles package for SAF/AQT review to include 
request from DAF Lab, executed competition memo, 
Statement of Objectives/Justification and prepared SAF/AQT 
response memo for signature.

DAFT3PO will obtain a legal review of the package prior to 
sending to SAF/AQT.

SAF/AQT reviews and provides recommendation to either 
compete or go sole source.

Following SAF/AQT recommendation, DAF Lab will proceed 
following established processes and procedures.

Questions?

Reach out to the PIA ORG Box:
AFRL.DAFT3.PIAS@us.af.mil
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THE ANNUAL REPORT
The importance and purpose

As a responsible and transparent organization, DAFT3PO is 
committed to providing its stakeholders with accurate and up-
to-date information. Therefore each year, a comprehensive 
annual report is prepared for leadership and released 
to the public. This report details the organization’s yearly 
performance, achievements, challenges and goals.

Metrics play a crucial role in the report, providing a quantitative 
assessment of DAFT3PO’s performance across different 
areas, including active and new agreements, patent invention 
disclosures, filed patent applications, issued patents and 
much more. The DAFT3PO utilizes DTTIS to collect the 
metrics for the Annual Report. It is important to make sure 
your ORTA’s data information is up to date in DTTIS when 
the data is pulled by the DAFT3PO; otherwise the numbers 
may not accurately reflect what the ORTA offices have done 
up to that point. The metrics leveraged in the annual report 
provide insight into progress toward strategic objectives 
identifying areas that need improvement.

Significant milestones, key events and major achievements 
are highlighted. Reflecting on the past provides an 
opportunity to track the road to present-day successes. 
In addition, the DAFT3PO will be sending out forms to the 
ORTAs to include their ORTA overviews, success stories and 
other important information to give a picture of what their 
office does. Another key aspect of the annual report focuses 
on success stories that celebrate accomplishments and 
emphasize the impact DAF T3 has had on inventors and the 
DAF over the course of the year.

The annual report serves a broader purpose, as well, acting 
as a communication tool to share the vision, values and 
strategic direction of DAFT3PO. The opportunity to present 
a comprehensive overview of DAFT3PO ensures leadership 
and the public the opportunity to be a part of the journey on 
a yearly basis.

To see the full annual report, 
scan the QR code or go to
www.aft3.af.mil 
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SUCCESS STORIES
Purpose

Success stories are vital for showcasing the achievements of the
DAF S&T organizations. These stories celebrate the accomplishments
of individuals and teams and inspire future innovation and 
collaboration within the DAF. 

The process of featuring DAFT3 successes

Success stories may come from patents, royalties, successful 
events, agreements or licensing.

1.	 Identifying successes: Various DAFT3 activities are monitored 
to identify potential success stories. This could include 
awarded patents, executed licenses, finalized agreements, 
generated royalties or successful T3 events.

2.	 Gathering information: Once a potential success story is 
identified, relevant information is gathered through various 
methods, including the review of existing documentation, 
interviews with key personnel and data analysis.

3.	 Crafting the story: A piece is constructed to capture the story
behind the success. The piece highlights the technology, 
process, key players, challenges and impact or benefit 
achieved. An impact or benefit could be cost savings, 
improved performance or societal benefit.

4.	 Review and approval: The draft story undergoes a thorough 
review process involving relevant stakeholders, individuals or 
teams involved, subject matter experts and the Public Affairs 
department. This comprehensive process ensures accuracy, 
clarity and adherence to applicable guidelines.

5.	 Publication and promotion: Approved success stories are
published on the DAFT3PO website and shared across various
communication channels, including social media, newsletters 
and presentations. This maximizes visibility and reach,
inspiring others and promoting the value of T3.

Sharing your DAFT3 success:

All personnel involved in DAFT3 activities are encouraged
to share successes. If you have contributed to a 
successful T2 or T3 outcome, please contact the 
DAFT3PO team at our org box below.

Do you have a Success Story to feature? 

Reach out to our ORG Box:
AFRL.SPGD.DAFT3PO@us.af.mil
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TRAINING AND OUTREACH
Stay ahead of the curve with DAFT3
training and outreach events

The DAFT3PO is committed to providing comprehensive training and 
outreach opportunities to foster innovation and collaboration. Staying 
informed about the latest developments in T3 is crucial for maximizing 
the impact of DAF research and development.  DAFT3PO offers a variety 
of events and resources complemented by valuable offerings from key 
partners.

DAFT3PO-led initiatives:

•	 ORTA trainings: These specialized trainings focus on the ORTAs 
and provide valuable insights into transitioning research findings into 
practical solutions for the warfighter.  Topics covered often include IP, 
licensing and collaborative research agreements.

•	 Annual DAFT3PO summit: This flagship event brings together DAF 
personnel, to explore emerging technologies, share best practices and 
network with leading experts in the field. The summit provides a unique 
platform for fostering collaboration and driving innovation across the 
DAF T3 ecosystem.

•	 Quarterly meetings: These regular meetings offer updates on DAFT3PO
initiatives, policy changes and success stories. They also provide a forum
for discussing challenges and sharing best practices within the T3 
community.

Partner-led opportunities:

Beyond DAFT3PO-specific events, several valuable resources are available 
through our partners:

•	 Federal Laboratory Consortium (FLC): The FLC offers a wide range 
of training and events focused on federal T3, including workshops, 
webinars and networking opportunities.  The resources are invaluable 
for anyone involved in transferring technology from federal laboratories 
to the private sector.

•	 Association of University Technology Managers (AUTM): AUTM is a 
leading organization for professionals engaged in university T3. The 
events and resources provide valuable insights into best practices, 
emerging trends, and legal considerations in the field.

•	 TechLink’s Technology Transfer University (T2U): TechLink offers 
specialized training courses through T2U, designed to enhance the 
skills and knowledge of T2 professionals. These courses cover a range 
of topics, from IP management to negotiation and licensing strategies.

Stay connected:

Want to stay informed about upcoming DAFT3PO training and events?

Reach out to our organizational mailbox at AFRL.SPGD.DAFT3PO@us.af.mil
to be added to the distribution list. Those interested can also stay up-to-
date by regularly checking the websites and social media channels of: FLC, 
AUTM and TechLink. 

www.techlinkcenter.org

www.autm.net

www.federallabs.org

AFRL.SPGD.DAFT3PO@us.af.mil
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ACRONYMS

A

AF Air Force

AFI Air Force Instruction

AFIT Air Force Institute of Technology 

AFMC Air Force Materiel Command

AFMCLO Air Force Material Command Intellectual Legal Office

AFMCLO/JAZ Air Force Materiel Command Intellectual Property Legal Office

AFPD Air Force Policy Directive

AFRL Air Force Research Laboratory

AFRL/RI Air Force Research Laboratory’s Information Directorate

AFWERX Air Force Innovation Arm

AI Artificial Intelligence

AUTM Association of University Technology Managers

B

C

C-UAS Counter-Unmanned Aircraft Systems

CATMS Correspondence and Task Management System

CICA Competition in Contracting Act

CRADA Cooperative Research and Development Agreement

CTA Commercial Test Agreement

D

DAF Department of the Air Force

DAFT3 Department of the Air Force Technology Transfer and Transition

DAFT3PO Department of the Air Force Technology Transfer and Transition Program Office 

DAF TEO Department of the Air Force Technology Executive Officer

DARC Deep Space Advanced Radar Capability

DFARS Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation Supplement

DoD Department of Defense

DoE Department of Energy

DTTIS Defense Technology Transfer Information System
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E

G

EPA Educational Partnership Agreement

GOTS Government Off-the-Shelf

F

FAR Federal Acquisition Regulation

FLC Federal Laboratory Consortium

FTE Full-Time Equivalent

FY Fiscal Year

I

J

L

M

ICET Initiative on Critical and Emerging Technology

INDUS-X India-U.S. Defense Acceleration Ecosystem

IP Intellectual Property

ITA Information Transfer Agreement

ITAR International Traffic in Arms Regulations

JWP Joint Work Plan

LQEP Laboratory Quality Enhancement Program

MOA Memorandum of Agreement

MOU Memorandum of Understanding

MTA Material Transfer Agreement
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N

O

NASA National Aeronautics and Space Administration

NDA Non-Disclosure Agreements

OMB Office of Management and Budget

ORTA Office of Research and Technology Applications

OSD Office of the Secretary of Defense

P

PEO Program Executive Officer

PI Partnership Intermediaries

PIA Partnership Intermediary Agreement

PLA Patent License Agreement

POC Point of Contact

R

R&D Research and Development

RDT&E Research, Development, Test & Evaluation

RO Requirements Owner

S

SAF/AQ Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Acquisition

SAF/AQC Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Contracting

SAF/AQT Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Science, Technology and Engineering

SAF/GCQ General Counsel for Acquisition, Technology, And Logistics for the Secretary of the Air Force

SAF/IA Secretary of the Air Force for International Affairs

SAF/MG Deputy Under Secretary of the Air Force for Management

S&Es Scientists and Engineers

S&T Science and Technology

SBIR Small Business Innovation Research

STEM Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics

STTR Small Business Technology Transfer
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T

U

V

W

X

Y

Z

T2 Technology Transfer

T2U T2 University

T3 Technology Transfer and Transition

TEO Technology Executive Officer

THOR Tactical High-power Operational Responder

TPOC Technical Point of Contact

TRL Technology Readiness Level

UAV Unmanned aerial vehicle

USAF United States Air Force

USSF United States Space Force




