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U.S. Marines with 2D Low Altitude Air Defense, 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit, patrol with utility 
task vehicles fitted with the Light Marine Air Defense Integrated System to provide security for 
exercise Native Fury 20 in the United Arab Emirates, Feb. 25, 2020. 
(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Brendan Mullin)



CONTENTSTHE FUTURE FIGHT

A.	 Thirteen U.S. Marine Corps F-35B Lightning II  are staged aboard USS
	 America (LHA 6), Oct. 8, 2019. 
	 (U.S. Marine Corps photo illustration by Lance Cpl. Juan Anaya)
B.	 U.S. Marines with the 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit, use a Light Marine
	 Air Defense Integrated System aboard an amphibious assault ship,
	  Jan. 12, 2024. (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Joseph Helms)
C.	 U.S. Marines with 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit, participate in a deck shoot 
	 aboard amphibious transport dock USS Anchorage (LPD 23), Jan. 3, 2023. 
	 (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Austin Gillam)
D.	 U.S. Marines with 4th Marine Division, Marine Forces Reserve, aboard a
	 multi-mission reconnaissance craft, March 4, 2025. 
	 (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Van Hoang)
E.	 U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Avory Creech, with  7th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine 
	 Division, holds up a Skydio X2 Drone on Marine Corps Air-Ground Combat 	
	 Center, Twentynine Palms, California, Dec. 18, 2024. 
	 (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Enge You)

	 Since 2020, the U.S. Marine Corps has undergone 
a significant transformation, driven by the anticipated 
threat of a near-peer adversary and the growing 
potential for conflict in the Indo-Pacific region. This 
strategic shift acknowledges the need to project power 
in a vast maritime domain. The focus has moved 
towards countering sophisticated adversaries capable 
of challenging U.S. naval dominance and operating 
within the complex littoral environments of the Pacific. 
This threat necessitates a more agile, technologically 
advanced, and distributed force, capable of operating in 
contested environments.  

	 This shift resulted in a comprehensive overhaul 
called Force Design, prioritizing capabilities relevant to 
maritime conflict, emphasizing the need for a lighter, 
more mobile force, capable of rapidly deploying and 
operating in challenging coastal environments. New 
concepts, such as Stand-In Forces, Expeditionary 
Advanced Base Operations (EABO) and those related 
to distributed operations and logistics, were developed 
to focus Marines on operating in small, dispersed 
units capable of establishing temporary bases and 
conducting offensive operations within striking distance 
of adversary weapons systems. The Marine Corps has 
invested in new technologies, including advanced UAS 
and counter-UAS systems, to enhance reconnaissance 
and targeting capabilities, and manned and unmanned 
littoral maneuver platforms, to support logistics.  

	 Looking ahead, the Marine Corps will continue 
to evolve, maintaining its tradition of winning battles 
through threat-oriented advancement and serving 
as the Nation’s 911 force. The Corps is committed to 
adapting to the rapidly changing security landscape, 
integrating emerging technologies, and refining 
its doctrine to meet the challenges of the future. 
This includes a continued emphasis on innovation, 
experimentation, and collaboration with allies and 
partners. The Marine Corps’ ability to project power, 
conduct amphibious operations, and maintain a forward 
presence will remain crucial in deterring aggression 
and ensuring regional stability. The Marine Corps is 
working to ensure that it remains the deadliest fighting 
force on the planet well into the future. 
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