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Today, U.S. Secretary of War Pete Hegseth and Indian Minister of Defense Rajnath Singh signed the 2025 
Framework for the U.S.-India Major Defense Partnership, deepening the two nations’ defense cooperation.  
The Framework, renewed every ten years, is the defining document in the U.S.-India defense relationship.  It 
strengthens interoperability across all domains, including land, sea, air, space, and cyberspace.  The signing 
occurred following their bilateral meeting at the ASEAN Defense Ministers’ Meeting-Plus in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia.  The 2025 Framework is the most ambitious and wide-ranging document yet; it reflects the two 
countries’ strategic convergence and their intention to deter conflict.  The Framework is guided by the 
February 13, 2025 President Trump-Prime Minister Modi Joint Statement and supersedes the 2023 U.S.-
India Roadmap for Defense Industrial Cooperation.   
 

KEY PRIORITIES 
 

Key defense priorities under the 2025 Framework include:    
 

• Maintaining peace and security, including safeguarding the Indo-Pacific 

• Strengthening interoperability across all domains (land, maritime, air, space, cyberspace) 

• Supporting maritime security and maritime domain awareness  

• Expanding collaboration with like-minded partners to address regional security challenges, including 
via the Quad 

• Preventing the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction  

• Bolstering defense industrial capacity, resilience, and innovation through advanced defense technology 
cooperation and 

• Defeating terrorism and violent extremism.  

 
The Framework outlines how the United States and India aim to deepen cooperation in the following areas: 

 
• OPERATIONAL COORDINATION: The Indian Armed Forces and the United States Armed Forces plan to 

strengthen their responses to regional threats and disasters; facilitate appropriate access for each other’s 
military forces; exchange best practices on employment of common defense equipment; expand logistics 
cooperation; and enhance collaboration in military training and education.  The two countries aim to 
increase the scope, complexity, and frequency of joint exercises, including by incorporating new 
domains and cutting-edge military technology. 
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• INFORMATION SHARING: The Framework calls for increasing information sharing for greater situational 
and domain awareness.  Specific measures would include enhancing secure communications 
capabilities; exchanging geospatial information; strengthening protection of classified information; and 
increasing exchange of space situational awareness data. 

• REGIONAL AND GLOBAL COOPERATION:  The Framework foresees U.S.-India collaboration in 
multinational operations, to include cooperative maritime activities.  They will build capacity with a 
wide variety of mutually determined partners.  The Framework reflects our intent to leverage our 
comparative strengths, finite resources, and respective regional interests along all lines of effort. 

• DEFENSE INDUSTRIAL, SCIENCE, AND TECHNOLOGY:  The Framework envisions joint development and 
production of defense capabilities.  Co-production projects will focus on ISR; undersea domain 
awareness; air combat and support; air and space domain awareness; munitions; and mobility.  The 
Framework supports developing India as a logistics, maintenance, repair, and overhaul hub for the 
region.  The two countries will promote market access for defense equipment and will review export 
control restrictions.  The Framework calls for collaboration on AI, human-machine teaming, energetics, 
advanced materials, and manufacturing.  The two countries plan to share information and facilities for 
testing and standardization of defense equipment.   

 
  COORDINATION MECHANISMS 

 
The Framework outlines a series of coordination mechanisms that shall continue to guide U.S.-India bilateral 
defense decisions, starting with the 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue with the U.S. Secretaries of War and of State 
and the Indian Ministers of Defence and of External Affairs.  In addition to many other periodic bilateral 
meetings, the U.S.-India Defense Acceleration Ecosystem (INDUS-X) will continue to facilitate private 
sector partnerships among U.S. and Indian companies, investors, and researchers, strengthening ties between 
American and Indian defense industrial ecosystems. 


