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The 3Rs of Explosives Safety
Recognize – Recognizing when you may have encountered
a munition is key to reducing the risk of  injury or death.  If 
you encounter or suspect you may  have encountered a 
munition, consider it extremely dangerous.  Remember, 
munitions are sometimes hard to identify. 

Retreat – If you encounter or suspect you may have 
encountered  a munition, do not approach, touch, move or 
disturb it, but immediately and carefully - do not run - leave 
the area following the same path on which you entered.  If 
you can, mark the general area, not the munition, in some 
manner (e.g., with a hat, piece of cloth, or tying a piece of 
plastic to a tree branch). 

Report – When you think you may have encountered a munition, notify your local law enforcement 
- call 911.

DON’T FORGET
Munitions are dangerous and may not be easily recognizable.  Never touch, move or 
disturb munitions or suspected munitions.

Munitions can be clean or rusty and may 
be hard to recognize.  Even old munitions 
can be very dangerous.

Munitions come in many shapes and 
sizes and should be considered 
dangerous.

REMEMBER THE 3Rs 

RECOGNIZE:  When you see a munition and it is dangerous. 

RETREAT:       Do not touch it, but carefully leave the area. 

REPORT:         Call local authorities to report what you saw.
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