
Office of Secretary of Defense
Organizational Structure

Secretary 
of Defense

EST. 1947

Deputy Secretary 
of Defense

Chief Operating Officer

EST. 1949

Principal Staff Assistants (PSAs)* 

USD 
(Research & 
Engineering)

Chief Technology 
Officer

EST. 1977

USD 
(Aquisition & 
Sustainment)

Chief Aquisition & 
Sustainment 

Officer/ Def. Acq. Exec.

EST. 1986

USD 
(Comptroller)

Chief Financial 
Officer

EST. 1990

USD 
(Personnel & 

Readiness)

Chief Human 
Capital Officer

EST. 1993

USD 
(Intelligence & 

Security)

EST. 2002

USD 
(Policy)

EST. 1977

General Counsel, 
DOD

EST. 1953

Director, 
Cost Assessment

 & Program 
Evaluation

EST. 1973

Inspector General, 
DOD

**

EST. 1982

Director, 
Operational Test 

& Evaluation

EST. 1983

Chief 
Information Officer, 

DOD

EST. 2002

ASD 
(Legislative Affairs)

EST. 1949

ASD 
(Special Operations & 

Low Intensity 
Conflict)

***

EST. 1986

ATSD (Privacy, 
Civil Liberties, & 

Transparency)
**** 

EST. 2021

ATSD 
(Public Affairs)

****

EST. 1948 

Chief Digital 
& Artificial 

Intelligence Officer
****

EST. 2022

Director, Defense 
Innovation Unit

****

EST. 2015 

Director, 
  Net Assessment

****

EST. 1973

Director, Strategic 
Capabilities Office

****

EST. 1973

Performance 
Improvement Officer 

& Director of 
Administration & 

Management
****

EST. 2008/1962

* Dates reflect the establishment of positions with roles that were essentially the same as they are today (even though the positions may have
previously been non-PAS).

** Although the IG DOD is statutorily part of OSD and, for most purposes, is under the general supervision of the SD, the Office of the IG DOD (OIG)  

functions as an independent and objective unit of the DOD.

*** The ASD(SOL/C) is under the USD(P) but is in the administrative chain of command over CDRUSSOCOM and reports directly to the SD for those 
specific matters.

**** All positions shown are Presidentially Appointed, Senate-Confirmed (PAS) except those with **** which are Senior Executive Service 
(SES) positions.

https://www.defense.gov/About/Secretary-of-Defense/
https://www.defense.gov/About/Deputy-Secretary-of-Defense/
https://www.cto.mil/
https://www.acq.osd.mil/
http://comptroller.defense.gov/
http://prhome.defense.gov/
https://ousdi.defense.gov/
https://policy.defense.gov/
http://www.dod.mil/dodgc/
https://www.cape.osd.mil/
http://www.dodig.mil/
https://www.dote.osd.mil/
http://dodcio.defense.gov/
https://la.defense.gov/
https://policy.defense.gov/OUSDP-Offices/ASD-for-Special-Operations-Low-Intensity-Conflict/
https://pclt.defense.gov/
https://www.defense.gov/About/Office-of-the-Secretary-of-Defense/Public-Affairs/
https://www.ai.mil/
https://www.diu.mil/
https://www.defense.gov/About/Office-of-the-Secretary-of-Defense/Office-of-Net-Assessment/
https://dam.defense.gov/About-DA-M/



