
SECRETARY OF WAR 
1000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1000 

DEC - 6 2025 

MEMORANDUM FOR SENIOR PENTAGON LEADERSHIP 
COMMANDERS OF THE COMBATANT COMMANDS 
DEFENSE AGENCY AND DOW FIELD ACTIVITY DIRECTORS 

SUBJECT: Restoring Honor to Service Members Separated Under the Coronavirus Disease 
2019 Vaccine Mandate 

On February 6, 2025, I directed an effort to reinstate individuals who were involuntarily 
discharged or voluntarily left Military Service to avoid the Department's unfair, overbroad, and 
unnecessary coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) vaccine mandate. Since then, the 
Department has made steady progress offering these conscientious individuals the opportunity to 
return to Military Service. 

As we celebrate those who return to service, it is important to recognize that others face 
continuing injustice. It is unconscionable that thousands of former Service members who held 
true to their personal and religious convictions were not just separated, but separated with 
General (Under Honorable Conditions), rather than Honorable, discharge characterizations. 
While many have applied for and received relief from our Military Department review boards, I 
believe the onus is on us to make this right. 

Therefore, I hereby direct a proactive review of personnel records, to identify individuals 
who were involuntarily discharged solely for refusing to take the COVID-19 vaccine and 
facilitate appropriate discharge upgrades. Additionally, I delegate authority to the Under 
Secretary of War for Personnel and Readiness (USW(P&R)) to provide implementing policy and 
guidance and direct staffing requirements to the Secretaries of the Military Departments. 
USW(P&R) will issue directive guidance in this area, coordinated with the Secretaries of the 
Military Departments, outside the standard Department process (Department of Defense 
Instruction 5025.01 , "DoD Issuances Program," August 1, 2016, as amended) and with the 
authority to direct appropriate staffing and to amend this memorandum as required. This 
authority may not be redelegated. 

Together, we will continue to right the wrongs of the past and restore confidence in, and 
honor to, our fighting force. 

llll I II IIll II 
OSD0 12790-25/CMD016205-25 


