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UNITED STATES COAST GUARD (COAST GUARD) FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT / 
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT HARM FOR THE 

SPECIAL PURPOSE CRAFT – HEAVY WEATHER (SPC-HWX) II ACQUISITION 
The Coast Guard proposes to acquire of up to six second generation Special Purpose Craft – Heavy Weather (SPC-
HWX II), four in operation and training status and two as Maintenance Relief Hulls to address the current and long-
term mission demand with a reliable and operationally available boats to accomplish assigned missions in offshore 
waters in the United States’ Pacific Northwest (PNW). Each SPC-HWX II would have a service design life of 25 
years. The purpose and need for the Proposed Action is to maintain the Coast Guard’s presence in the PNW, 
capability to execute its missions, and provide longer range Search and Rescue (SAR) capabilities in extreme 
weather conditions that exceed the operational capabilities, range capabilities, and towing limits of the 47 ft (14 m) 
Motor Lifeboats (47 MLB). The SPC-HWX II would be designed to replace the capabilities provided by the SPC-
HWX servicing the PNW while implementing modern industry standards with regards to safety, design features, 
environmental compliance, and other standards to optimize performance and supportability to the Coast Guard’s 
mission. 
Summary of the Results of the Environmental Impact Evaluation: The Final EA/OEA prepared for this action 
presents the purpose and need for the action, the Proposed Action and its alternatives, a description of the affected 
environment, and an analysis of direct, indirect, and cumulative environmental consequences. Based on the findings 
of the Final EA/OEA, the USCG concluded no significant impacts would result from implementing the Proposed 
Action (Preferred Action Alternative) evaluated in the Final EA.  
Mitigation Commitments (Including Monitoring), if Any that Will be Implemented to Reduce Otherwise 
Significant Impacts:  The USCG will comply with all regulatory requirements, conservation recommendations, 
and best management practices as described in the Final EA to eliminate or reduce adverse impacts, ensuring that 
no significant adverse impacts will occur. In addition, the USCG is coordinating with the National Marine Fisheries 
Service regarding potential impacts to endangered species and will implement any required mitigation or 
monitoring associated with the resulting consultation. 
This Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) /Finding of No Significant Harm (FONSH) is based on the attached 
contractor prepared FEA/FOEA which has been independently evaluated by the Coast Guard and determined to 
adequately and accurately discuss the environmental issues and impacts of the proposed action and provides 
sufficient evidence and analysis for determining that an environmental impact statement is not required. The Coast 
Guard takes full responsibility for the accuracy, scope, and content of the attached contractor prepared FEA/FOEA. 
I reviewed the FEA/FOEA, which is the basis for this FONSI/FONSH, and submitted my written comments to the 
Proponent. 

    
Date Jessica Hogan 

Environmental Reviewer 
Environmental  
Protection Specialist 

Warrant Level II 

I reviewed the FEA/FOEA which is the basis for this FONSI/FONSH and submitted my written comments to the 
Proponent. 
 
 
 
Date Jessica Hogan 

Senior Environmental Reviewer 
Environmental  
Protection Specialist 

Warrant Level II 

In reaching my decision/recommendation on the Coast Guard’s proposed action, I considered the information 
contained in this FEA/FOEA/FONSI/FONSH and considered and acknowledged the written comments submitted to 
me from the Environmental Reviewer.  Based on the information in the FEA/FOEA and this FONSI/FONSH 
document, I agree that the proposed action as described above, and in the FEA/FOEA, will have no significant 
impact or harm on the environment.  
 
 
    
Date Mark Porvaznik 

Proponent 
Program Manager, CG-9325 
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