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Purpose

• This research is compiled in support of developing a future article.

• It is also submitted to the Coast Guard Historian for purposes of updating 
command histories of the USCGC CITRUS (WLB 300) and the USCGC 
CONFIDENCE (WMEC 619).  Specifically, to:
• Reflect CITRUS’s seizure of the Russian trawler F/V VODOLAZ during the Cold War.

• Reflect CONFIDENCE’s leading success and aggressive reputation conducting fisheries 
law enforcement activities in the Alaska area during the period of my father’s 
command from July 1976 to July 1978.  Of special note were CONFIDENCE’s four 
seizures of foreign trawlers during that period, including the first seizure made off 
the U.S. West Coast under the 200 nautical mile Fisheries Conservation and 
Management Act (1976 national legislation enacted in March of 1977 that helped 
lead the way to the establishment of 200 nautical mile Exclusive Economic Zones 
now prescribed to all coastal states by international law).

• Supporting evidence is provided in the following slides.



List of Seizures 
and 

Supporting Research
• USCGC CITRUS (WLB 300)

• F/V VODOLAZ (Russia; 18 Sep 1971)(Slides 4-12)

• USCGC CONFIDENCE (WMEC 619)
• F/V TOMI MARU No. 85 (Japan; 25 August 1976) (Slides 13-18)

• F/V KWANG MYONG No. 21 (ROK; 03 Sep 1976) (Slides 19-24)

• F/V HIGHLY 301 (Taiwan; 02 Sep 1977) (Slides 25-34)

• F/V SACHI MARU (Japan; 23 Feb 1978) (Slides 35-40)

• Other Supporting Research
• Change of Command Brochure (Slides 41-43)

• Coast Guard Unit Commendation (CONFIDENCE) (Slides 44-45)

• Recollections/Interviews (Slides 46-72)

• 200 Nautical Mile Legislation (Slides 73-78)

• National Marine Fisheries Service Reports 1976-78 (Slides 79-94)

• Other Supporting Research (continued)
• Marine Fisheries Reviews 1976-1978 (Slides 95-101)

• Proceedings Articles (Slides 102-109)

• Kodiak Daily Mirror Articles (Slides 110-114)

• Fairbanks Daily News Miner (Slides 115-117)

• Congressional Records (Slides 118-123)

• USCGC CONFIDENCE ALPAT Report from 5 July 1977 to 31 
December 1977 (Slides 124-137)

• Alaska Seas and Coasts Article (Admiral Hayes interview) (Slides 
138-142)

• Navy Times Articles (Slides 143-144)

• Jarvis Award (Slides 145-146)

• Personal Letter from my Mother to my Aunt (Slides 147-150)

• Other (Slides 151-160)

Note: Highlighted in blue are what may be of particular interest to Coast Guard Historians.



CITRUS seizes
F/V VODOLAZ 

(Russia)
18 SEP 1971

“Daddy’s bringing home a 
Russian!”



p. 79

CITRUS, VODOLAZ



Kodiak Daily Mirror, 20 
Sep 71

CITRUS, VODOLAZ



Kodiak Daily Mirror
(date of article not 
known; estimated 21 or 
22 September 1971) 

CITRUS, VODOLAZ

Note: Seized on a Saturday.  
Treaty to fish inside 12 nm 
expired three days earlier.



CITRUS, VODOLAZ

Fairbanks Daily News Miner

Note: Photo appears to be from CITRUS’s previous visit. 



Note: The wrong month (August vice 
September) is reflected here in the 
Congressional record for the seizure date of 
VODOLAZ. September 18 is the confirmed date 
via several other sources including the New 
York Times, Anchorage Daily Times and the 
Kodiak Daily Mirror.  All are consistent either 
by date (18 SEP 1971) or by day (Saturday).  18 
SEP 1971 was a Saturday, whereas 18 August 
1971 was a Wednesday.

CITRUS, VODOLAZ



Crew Recollections
CITRUS, VODOLAZ

Note: Judging from the Kodiak Daily Mirror article which 
contains a picture of VODOLAZ, I can’t be sure if the vessel 
in the picture here is VODOLAZ or another Russian trawler. 



Dad’s Recollection (E-Mail) CITRUS, VODOLAZ

0



Mom’s Recollection (E-mail) CITRUS, VODOLAZ

0

Photo courtesy of Marie and Terry Montonye (Citrus, c. 1971)



CONFIDENCE seizes
F/V TOMI MARU No. 85 

(Japan)
25 AUG 1976



Sweet:  This must 
be the Snowball 
story

CONNIE, TOMI MARU No. 85 
(25 August 1976) (Japan)

Source: Marine Fisheries Review, Volume 39, No 2,  NOAA 
NMFS, February 1977 (covering 1976). 



Source: Marine 
Fisheries Review, 
Volume 39, No 2,  
NOAA NMFS, 
February 1977 
(covering 1976). 



National Marine Fisheries Service Foreign Fishing Activities of the Bering Sea and Gulf of Alaska 1976, Juneau, AK.



1977 Article Part 5



   29 August, 1976

Dear Zee,

 Just received your letter and while I’m in the mood 
to reply, had better do so – now!
 BIG NEWS: The Confidence caught a Japanese 
fishing vessel illegally catching halibut!  They – the Connie – 
were out only a couple of days on an ALPAT (Alaska Patrol) 
when they boarded the TOMI MARU, sloshed through the 
mackerel to find the carefully concealed halibut –  hurrah!  
The U.S. cannot fine the TOMI since the boat was outside 
the 12 mile limit; however, a treaty exists between the two 
countries where Japan agrees not to fish for halibut east of 
Adak.  It’s up to the Japanese government to fine their 
boat…

In case I don’t get a letter off to Mom and Pop, pass the 
news on to them.  The Connie’s second patrol and they 
caught one! Oh yes, there was…



CONFIDENCE seizes
F/V KWANG MYONG No. 21 

(ROK)
3 SEP 1976



Source: Marine Fisheries Review, Volume 39, No. 3,  NOAA NMFS, March 1977 (covering 1976). 

Note: Corroborated this with 2021 
Naval History Magazine article by 
CDR Tom Martin and 1977 
Proceedings article by ENS Robert 
Slye to determine that the South 
Korean vessel CONNIE seized was 
the KWANG MYONG No. 21.

CONNIE, Kwang Myong No. 21 
(3 September 1976) (Republic 
of Korea)



CONNIE, Unknown South Korean trawler  
sometime between 1976 and 1978 (?)

Verified as KWANG MYONG No. 21 by 
comparing other sources (see previous 
and next slide)



1977 Article Part 5

YES!!!



Page 99

National Marine Fisheries Service Foreign Fishing Activities of the Bering Sea and Gulf of Alaska 1976, Juneau, AK.



Kodiak Mirror



CONFIDENCE seizes
F/V HIGHLY 301

(Taiwan)
2 SEP 1977

First seizure off US West Coast 
enforcing 200 nm legislation



New York Times, September 3, 1977,  p.12

CONNIE, HIGHLY 301, 
02 Sep 1977



CONNIE, HIGHLY 301 (2 Sep 
1977)(Taiwan)



CONNIE, HIGHLY 301 
(2 Sep 1977)(Taiwan)



Source: Annual Report 1977, Summary of Foreign and Domestic Fisheries Surveillance and Enforcement Activities in Alaskan 
Waters, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration National Marine Fisheries Service, Law Enforcement Branch,  Juneau, 
AK, p. 52, p. 60

CONNIE, HIGHLY 301 
(2 Sep 1977)(Taiwan)



CONNIE, HIGHLY 301 
(2 Sep 1977)(Taiwan)



Change of Command 
at end of Dad’s tour

CONNIE, HIGHLY 301 
(2 Sep 1977)(Taiwan)



Annex A; 
bottom of 

p1

USCGC CONFIDENCE ALPAT Report for the Period

5 July 1977 to 31 December 1977



Personal Log: Robert “Bob” Slye
former Deck Officer (1st LT; Comms Officer)  and Boarding Officer 

CONFIDENCE

0



Official Photograph
U. S. Coast Guard 
17th C. G. District
Juneau, Alaska

UNIT: CGC CONFIDENCE
SERIAL NO: AirStaKodiak 
                     090877-47
DATE TAKEN: 4 Sep 77
REMARKS: w/ Highly #301
1st West Coast FCMA (200 
mile law) SEIZURE  
Prohibited species aboard; 
Seized off Cape Sarichef

Note: Picture is of Connie, 
Highly #301, and tug (likely 
Kodiak King) somewhere off 
Kodiak as they make way 
toward Womens Bay and 
Coast Guard Air Station, 
Kodiak.

CONNIE, HIGHLY 301



CONFIDENCE seizes
F/V SACHI MARU

(Japan)
23 FEB 1978



Source: Annual Report 1978, Enforcement and Surveillance of Foreign and Domestic Fisheries in Alaskan Waters, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration National Marine Fisheries Service, Law Enforcement Branch,  Juneau, AK, p. 15.

CONNIE, SACHI MARU (23 Feb 1978) 
(Japan)



Source: Annual Report 1978, Enforcement and Surveillance of Foreign and Domestic Fisheries in Alaskan Waters, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration National Marine Fisheries Service, Law Enforcement Branch,  Juneau, AK, p. 104



Crew Recollections
CONNIE, SACHI MARU



Personal Log and Photos Courtesy of Robert “Bob” Slye (continued)
former Deck Officer (1st LT; Comms Officer)  and Boarding Officer 

CONFIDENCE

0

Note: Anchor painted black; corroborates story from Erich 
Engelbrecht that dad did so in order to conclude his messages 
with “Black Hook Sends;” also possibly for subterfuge. 

Photo: Confidence 
leaving the yards.



Alaska Seas and Coasts, newsletter, University of 
Alaska, (April 1978), pages 2-3

Note: Pertinent portions zoomed out.  
Above quote from Rear Admiral 
(Upper Half) J. B. Hayes, USCG, 
Commander of U.S. Coast Guard 17th 
District (Alaska), documented in the 
Alaska Seas and Coast newsletter by 
Mark Hutton, Assistant Executive 
Director NPFMC.  Interview was 
conducted as RADM Hayes was about 
to promote and take charge as the 
Coast Guard’s next Commandant.



Change of Command

Brochure

(26 July 1978)



Change of Command 
at end of Dad’s tour



Change of Command 
at end of Dad’s tour



Coast Guard Unit Commendation



CONFIDENCE 
Unit Award

“For exceptionally meritorious service from 25 August 1976 to 23 
February 1978 while engaged in fishery law enforcement activities in 
the Gulf of Alaska and the Bering Sea.  Demonstrating outstanding 
professional ability, USCGC CONFIDENCE personnel utilized the 
innovative approach of large multiple boarding parties to accomplish 
their mission.  This approach directly contributed to the detention of 
the Japanese trawlers SACHI MARU No. 22 and TOMI MARU 85, the 
South Korean Long Liner KWANG MYONG No. 20, and the Taiwanese 
trawler HIGHLY No. 301 for various fishery violations.  These vessels 
were assessed over one-million dollars in fines.  As a result of these 
diligent efforts, USCGC CONFIDENCE was responsible for 18 percent of 
the cases prosecuted during the first year of enforcement of the 
Fisheries Conservation and Management Act of 1976.  Additionally, by 
pursuing a thorough and meticulous training program, USCGC 
CONFIDENCE brought enforcement of federal marine safety and 
pollution laws to the small coastal communities of the Alaska peninsula 
and the Aleutian Island Chain.  These communities had not been closely 
watched in the past due to their remote locations.  The 
professionalism, ingenuity and unwavering devotion to duty displayed 
by USCGC CONFIDENCE personnel during this period are most heartily 
commended and are in keeping with the highest traditions of the 
United States Coast Guard.”

Image provided courtesy of Robert Slye.



Captain Montonye’s (Dad’s) Recollections



Phone Interview: James Montonye (5 January 2024)
Dad

CONFIDENCE

0 “They trained us to operate ships, not use ‘em.”

• Talked about how some commanding officers just wanted to emerge from their 
command tour unscathed.

• Asked why he wasn’t like that: “I wanted to get things done.”



Dad’s Recollection (E-Mail) CITRUS, VODOLAZ

0



Dad’s Recollections (E-mail) CONNIE; 63 degree roll

0
0

0
0



Crews’ and Others’ Recollections
CITRUS
• Facebook:

• Conlee Cox (crew)
• Laurance Franks 

(crew) 

CONFIDENCE
• Facebook:

• Sherm Acord (crew)
• Robert Baston (crew)
• Erich Engelbrecht (crew)
• Laurance Franks(crew)
• Tom Gemmell (17th District HQ)
• Rick Knight (crew)
• John Lewis (crew)
• Peter Moyer (crew)
• Brad Snowball (brother of Doug 

Snowball)
• Richard Wight (previous CO)

• Interviews (by phone):
• Robert “Bob” Slye (crew; boarding 

officer)
• Doug Snowball (crew; boarding officer)
• Nick Szabo (local fisherman; political and 

fisheries actor)
• Bob Lockman (Alaska Patrol; local law 

enforcement)

• Email/Phone: James “Terry” Montonye (my dad); Marie Montonye (my mom); Michelle Montonye LeDuc (my 

sister); Laura Montonye Reese (my sister; editorial support)



Crew Recollections CITRUS

Note: Judging from the Kodiak Daily Mirror article which 
contains a picture of VODOLAZ, I can’t be sure if the vessel 
in the picture here is VODOLAZ or another Russian trawler. 



Crew/Other 
Recollections (FB)

CONNIE



Crew/Other Recollections (Facebook) CONNIE



Others’ Recollections (FB/E-mail) CONNIE: Brad Snowball, brother of Doug Snowball 



Crew/Other Recollections (FB/E-mail) CONNIE: Others’ comments about 
Dad’s time commanding CONFIDENCE

Note: CAPT Richard Wight, USCG (ret), was a previous CONFIDENCE CO 
and documented his experiences in a memoir of his career titled 
“Coasties: My Service in the United States Coast Guard, 1952 – 1986.”



Others’ Recollections CITRUS, VODOLAZ

0

MOM

Sister, Michelle, says hunting trip, which is also what I 
recall.  The local elementary was named after Principal 
Peterson after he died.



Phone Interview: Doug Snowball (11 August 2023)
former Navigator and Boarding Officer 

CONFIDENCE

0

• Recalls his first day onboard:

• Bob Slye was inport OOD, having already qualified.

• Doug waited to meet my dad in the Captain’s cabin, and 
waiting there a while, decided to sit in my dad’s chair 
next to his desk.  When my dad walked in, this startled 
Ensign Snowball, who fell backwards out of the chair.  
According to Doug, my dad said, “You must be Ensign 
Snowball.  I called my classmate at the Academy – whom 
I believe you called ‘Tuna’ –  and he told me that 
‘Snowball kept the Academy busy.’”

NOTE: I have heard about “Snowball” my whole life.  My dad does not brag about his accomplishments on CONFIDENCE; but whenever our family would reminisce 
about Alaska, invariably one of my sisters or I would ask him to tell the story of Ensign Snowball.  He’d get animated telling it.  The story went that Snowball had 
wrestled at the Academy – a short, scrappy, determined type – who had just reported aboard CONNIE. Sent on his first boarding and being the new guy, he asked 
what he should look for.  He was told to look for halibut.  Asking what a halibut was, he was told “a big flat fish, dark on top, white on the bottom.” Digging his way 
back into the hold where no one else might think possible – no doubt employing his wrestling agility to get there – he came upon something big and flat, dark on top 
with a white underbelly.  Emerging with it some time later, his find resulted in CONNIE’s first seizure of a foreign trawler made under my dad’s command!

I connected with his brother, Brad Snowball, on Facebook a few years ago.  He connected me with Doug for my research.  Hearing him on the phone for the first time, 
I felt I was speaking to a legend.  What is amazing is that he actually lived up to all my expectations – a down-to-earth, determined, mission-oriented guy.  Enough 
about my views on the famous Snowball: following are details of our interview – including about the halibut.

• Background: USCGA ‘76; served on Connie August 1976 to June 1977.  
Reported onboard a little later than his classmate Bob Slye because he 
had not been on a cadet cruise before graduating from the Academy; 
so, he spent 60 days making that up on another cutter beforehand.  
While at the Academy, Doug did wrestle, and he played football.  He 
also set a record for the number of demerits earned there while still 
being allowed to graduate and commission. 

• After CONNIE: He was accepted into flight school and became a Coast 
Guard pilot, flying helicopters and various fixed wing aircraft. He 
transitioned into the Air Force, retiring as a Lieutenant Colonel. He 
now lives in his home state of Indiana, having raised a family there.



Phone Interview: Doug Snowball (continued)
former Navigator and Boarding Officer 

CONFIDENCE

0

• NOW, THE HALIBUT STORY: it’s true – maybe better.  It seemed to 
Doug that on this boarding, the team he was learning from only did a 
cursory look through the ship’s hold.  “Using common sense,” he 
figured illegal fish would be hidden. Like he would do on many other 
ships over the next few months, he dug a 2-3’ hole through the frozen 
fish, climbing through and over.  On this first attempt, he came upon a 
rather large fish tucked way back, looking to be what he thought must 
be around 100 pounds. He drug it out, but this took some time – so 
much time, in fact, that no one could find him and CONNIE thought he 
might have fallen overboard.  The Operations Officer came over, which 
is when Ensign Snowball emerged from the hole.  “Is this a halibut?,” he 
asked.  This was TOMI MARU No. 85. When Doug returned to CONNIE, 
my dad took him to the Captain’s Cabin to listen about his find … “he 
was extremely pleased.”

• On the Russians: Doug recalls boarding the Russian factory ship 
PROMETRAE.  He had learned that giving gifts to the Russians [could 
open more cooperative spirits].  So on PROMETRAE, he handed the 2nd 
Mate a pack of cigarettes.  The 2nd Mate then took him to his cabin, 
opened his locker to find something, and Doug saw what looked like 
king crab legs.  He called back to CONNIE on VHF, describing in Pig Latin 
that he found king crab legs. He remembers the Russians were “so 
pissed they left the bridge.” He remembers riding onboard this Russian 
ship for some time from the Bering Sea. (See note)

• Doug remains good friends with Bob Slye to this day and 
referred me to him [Note: I already had seen Bob’s Proceedings 
article; so, I considered this reference to be like striking gold – 
which it was.]  Being classmates, and being proactive in 
achieving success in the mission, according to Doug, “In your 
dad’s eyes, we could do no wrong.”

• Lessons in leadership: Remembers his Quartermaster Senior 
Chief fondly, as “his Godsend.”  Related a story of how he 
(Doug) had messed up his calculations of the current through 
the Narrows out of Ketchikan, and how his Senior Chief took the 
blame for it.  Feeling guilty, Doug went to my dad separately and 
said, “Captain Montonye, Senior didn’t fuck up – I did.”  My dad 
then responded, “I know that.”  It was water-under-the-bridge, 
and valuable lessons learned.

Note: I could not find anything to corroborate Doug Snowball’s 
memory of seizing a Russian; but elements of it align with Bob 
Slye’s story of intercepting the Russian fishing fleet near Unimak 
Pass (similar pissed the Russian commander was). It also aligns 
with the story of a Russian trawler CONNIE boarded and tried to 
seize due to multiple infractions, with approval approval 
ultimately being denied by State Department.



Phone Interview: Doug Snowball (continued)
former Navigator and Boarding Officer 

CONFIDENCE

0

• About my dad as a commander

• “Marie [my mom] is what made your dad – I kid you 
not.”  He talked about how my mother interacted with 
the wives of the crew, and how she was so fond of and 
looked after his wife Carla, and Bob’s wife, Barbara.

• “I imagine he was under the radar when he was at the 
Academy, but when he got out to the ship(s)…”

• “I had great Commanding Officers, people like your dad, 
before I got out of the Coast Guard as a Lieutenant … he 
was the first and best.”

• “I had a stellar career because of your dad.”  Talked 
about how my dad [saw something in him when 
someone else on the ship did not] and gave him the 
highest rating, boosting his application to flight school.

• Remembered how my dad loved to type messages that 
were enthusiastic in their delivery, emphasizing 
accomplishments and crediting individuals by name to 
the District Headquarters; and so, Doug and Bob liked to 
compare how many exclamation points each had 
received – competing for who had more.

• Regarding if everyone was onboard with the aggressiveness of 
CONFIDENCE in law enforcement; if they were excited about it: 

• On the crew being excited, he related a speech my dad gave to 
the crew about how “In yesteryears, what we would have done 
is to go onboard these trawlers as prize crews.  Prize crews were 
known as such because the  captain and crew shared in the 
spoils of their catch!”  Doug’s opinion is that the crew – officers 
and enlisted, though maybe not all – were excited. “Totally.  
Totally!” 

• There were some rifts, but people were respectful toward one 
another.  This may have reflected a broader rift within the 
Service at the time between [those who emphasized] Search 
and Rescue and [those who emphasized] Law Enforcement.

• By comparison to other ships, Doug offered “So many ships did 
nothing! Nothing!!!”

• And as for Doug: “All I wanted to do was drive the ship!”

• On what made CONFIDENCE successful: Sponsorship/Mentorship

• “Like the Senior Chief did to me.”

• “Like your dad did for me.”



Phone Interview: Robert “Bob” Slye (12 August 2023)
former Deck Officer (1st LT, Comms Officer) and Boarding Officer 

CONFIDENCE

0

• Background: USCGA ‘76; served on Connie July 76 to sometime in 78; Deck 
officer and boarding officer. 

• After CONNIE: commanded 82’ USCGC Pt. Martin; worked at VTS Houston and 
then, frustrated with “sitting around doing nothing,” left the Coast Guard in 
1981; attended law school at Syracuse; practiced law for next 38+ years.

• Personal Logbook: Bob kept detailed notes of boardings, citations, seizures, 
and their dates – which he possesses to this day.  These proved invaluable to 
corroborating details of seizures and citations.  For seizures, often the 
boarding would occur one day and they wouldn’t seize the vessel until the 
next as they waited on approval from higher authorities. Of note:

• KWANG MYONG: crab legs.

• HIGHLY 301: Confirmed they boarded 1 September 1977 and seized the 
vessel at 0605 on 2 September 1977; documented illegal catch (turbot, 
ratfish, halibut, salmon).

• SACHI MARU: 23 February 1978; seized for trawling in a “no-trawl zone” 
off the Pribilofs. Bob was the boarding officer, and recalled they “had a 
rigid boarding ladder and I slammed my middle finger, bleeding like a 
son of a gun, I was pissed by the time I was onboard … went and got 
medical stuff, walked over to the chart and pointed ‘No fish! No fish!’”

• Enclosed images of his logbook are included.

• Regarding the Russians:

• Boarded Russian BMRT January 1977: “only one 
allowed to board” (?)

• March 21 1977 – first seizure (?) he was involved with 

• One Russian … three violations … wanted to seize 
them, but request was turned down by State 
Department … probably VALENTIN KOTELNIKOV 
(salmon, halibut, shrimp/shark(?)) 22 MAR ’77 [MIGHT 
THIS BE WHAT DOUG RECALLS?]

• Boarding Russian Fleet on 16 December 1977: “We 
chased the Russian Fleet outside of our waters. We 
were there and had to execute the law … they were 
being herded through Unimak Pass and we waited on 
the other side, hidden behind an island.  As they went 
through, we boarded the first ship [and the] captain – 
he was pissed. The fleet commander was onboard, and 
he was upset, too. (Piritrtm-ur) (ship or fleet 
commander?) [With my] shoulder harness [making my 
pistol visible], I told him “that’s American law, I’m just 
here to ensure you leave.” [did they check holds?]

NOTE: I did not know Bob Slye beforehand. I became aware of him when I found a 1977 Proceedings article he wrote (which helped me establish dates, flags, and ship 
names of the first two seizures under my dad’s command). During my interview with Doug Snowball, I was pleased to hear he was good friends with Bob, so he put us 
in touch. In talking Bob has been invaluable to my research! NOTE: Some question about recollections of seizing a Russian, but Doug told me he sticks by it.



Phone Interview: Robert “Bob” Slye (continued)
former Deck Officer (1st LT; Comms Officer) and Boarding Officer 

CONFIDENCE

0

• On Dad as a CO (continued):
• On his aggressive approach: “the crew hadn’t seen anything like 

that until your dad got aboard.” Up until then, NMFS agents 
were relied on, and not all cared about enforcement.  With my 
dad in command, CONNIE didn’t often take an NMFS agent on 
their patrols after they’d taken one out [on the first patrol or 
two].

• Made things interesting, and fun. Stories of:
• Tying up in Pelican, AK one night, the crew then drinking 

the [lone] bar dry.  Probably some place he had 
reconnoitered in past years on other ships.

• Went to the Pribilofs and pulled into St. Paul Island.
• “He did stuff like that which made it interesting.  It was 

just cool.  Going into shrimp processing [plants], [to get a 
better understanding of the industry while] letting them 
know we were in town.”

• Dad would listen to others, then make a decision. Bob related a 
personal story about how dad was about to mark one of Bob’s 
sailors down on a fitness report; Bob went to bat for him and 
gave his reasons … Dad paused, then said “You’re right, Ensign 
Slye.”

• On asking I’d heard of CONNIE leaving boarding teams on F/Vs 
to keep snooping around: “Yeah … he’d go check out other 
stuff.”

• On animosity/tension with Russians: There was tension, but not 
animosity.  Made it clear to boarded crews this was business; but, 
they could lighten the atmosphere by saying things like “this is the 
cleanest and ship I’ve ever seen.” Russian captains loved that.

• On crew morale: he thought it was pretty good.
• On what made Confidence Successful:

• “Once you have some success, then you want more.”
• “I don’t think anyone was afraid of Boutwell [i.e., other ships] 

when they got underway.”
• “We went out to find stuff – we went looking for stuff.”
• “I’m not an ordinary person …” [my inference: not content 

with just getting by, sitting around, or being overly safe]

• On Dad as a commanding officer:
• Supported his crew.  Bob wrote an paper for his Economics 

course while a cadet at USCGA about “The Economics of 200 
Mile Fisheries Zone” resource jurisdictions; it was submitted to 
Proceedings by his professor and published in February 1977 
well after he reported aboard CONNIE.  It didn’t necessarily jibe 
with the Coast Guard’s narrative, and a LT or LCDR at HQ 
contacted him and “chewed his ass.” But my father supported 
Bob – was excited for him that he’d been published.

• “Always knew where parts were.”
• Doesn’t remember any Captain’s Masts.



Phone Interview: Robert “Bob” Slye (continued)
former Deck Officer (1st LT; Comms Officer)  and Boarding Officer 

CONFIDENCE

0

• He and Doug Snowball (see Snowball interview) were close and 
remain friends to this day.  
• They would compare exclamation points received from my dad, 

who loved to type up notes about his teams’ accomplishments. 
• Sometimes tagged as the “Singing Ensigns,” coming up with little 

ditties like this which they sung over the 1MC: “I’m proud to be a 
sailor on the Connie, a place whose ensigns don’t have any say … 
we still say ‘aye aye’ to the OPS Boss and don’t do it anyway.” 

• Other
• Shipyards: 8-10 weeks, late Fall of 1976, in Bremerton or Tacoma 

for scheduled maintenance; short yard period sometime in ‘77 
after ship ran over a dead-head (water soaked, vertical log) at 
night, damaging prop.

• Confirmed story of 62 degree roll – twice.
• Were not called “Terry and the Pirates” on CONNIE.
• Had a great BMC … “old school.”



Personal Log: Robert “Bob” Slye (continued)
former Deck Officer (1st LT; Comms)  and Boarding Officer 

CONFIDENCE

0



Personal Log: Robert “Bob” Slye (continued)
former Deck Officer (1st LT; Comms Officer)  and Boarding Officer 

CONFIDENCE

0



Personal Log: Robert “Bob” Slye (continued)
former Deck Officer (1st LT; Comms Officer)  and Boarding Officer 

CONFIDENCE

0



Personal Log and Photos Courtesy of Robert “Bob” Slye (continued)
former Deck Officer (1st LT; Comms Officer)  and Boarding Officer 

CONFIDENCE

0

Note: Anchor painted black; corroborates story from Erich 
Engelbrecht that dad did so in order to conclude his messages 
with “Black Hook Sends;” also possibly for subterfuge. 

Photo: Confidence 
leaving the yards.



Photos courtesy of Robert “Bob” Slye 
former Deck Officer (1st LT; Comms Officer)  and Boarding Officer 

CONFIDENCE

0

Top (left to right): Stern of Soviet trawler (Soviet trawlers were equipped with 
freshwater washdown systems in support potential dual-use wartime 
applications); ENS Slye with evidence; foreign trawler.  Bottom: ENS Slye with 
Soviet crew.  



Phone Interview: Nick Szabo (19 August 2023)
former fisherman; active member of Alaska State Fisheries Board

CONFIDENCE

0

• Nick Szabo grew up in Florida; arrived in Alaska in 
September 1965, working for the Anchorage Times until 
May 1966, when he heard about fishing in Kodiak; first 
boat he worked on was F/V VENUS; worked a variety of 
fish industry jobs over the years including fishing 
salmon, halibut, crab and shrimp, and some time in the 
canneries; became involved in local and state fisheries 
policy, serving on the Alaska State Board of Fisheries 
during the mid-70s (both as a Panel Advisor and Panel 
Chairman).  AFTER the late 70s: stayed engaged in the 
local community and captained the F/V St. Joe. He and 
his wife, Pat, live in Kodiak to this day.

• Regarding the fishing scene:
• 1966 was the height of the [first] crab boom … no 

containership transport then; part of the crabbing 
job was hauling 90 pound containers of crab and 
stowing it aboard the steam vessel ALASKA 
MONARCH.

• During the early 70s, he didn’t have much 
interaction with the foreign trawlers as he was 
working shrimp, which was further inside.

• 200 Nautical Mile – and Other - Legislation
• Was on the Alaska State Board of Fisheries when the idea of 200 nm 

legislation started and as it matured into national law.
• Up until then (the mid-70s), “the State was managing everything,” with 

the main fishery being crab and shrimp. 
• There was a lot of apprehension about turning fisheries management 

over to the feds when the national Fisheries Conservation and 
Management Act (FCMA) came about.

• Nick (?) worked a lot with Senator Stevens, trying to preserve State 
management, knowing that Federal Management “wasn’t very good” 
and would set arbitrary seasons, as opposed to State Management which 
was informed by more thorough assessments.

• Overall, locals favored extending fisheries jurisdiction – State or Federal.
• On his time on the Fisheries Board: “I was controversial; like your dad, I 

never saw the need to do things the same way.” This brought him into 
contention with people like the president of the State Senate, Clem 
Tillion, on issues such as Limited Entry for specific fisheries (Tillion was 
for it; Nick was not).

• On Governor Jay Hammond: “great guy … known as the grandfather of 
Alaska,” but relied on other people who didn’t necessarily know what 
was best for the fisheries.

NOTE: I know Nick. During the summers of 1989 and 1990, I worked as a deckhand on the fishing tender he captained, the F/V St. Joe.  At the time, I could not have 
asked for a better person to learn from in operating working vessels at-sea.  He was very safety-conscious. During that time I also learned of his relation and 
friendship with my dad. I heard of Nick’s observations as a guest aboard CONFIDENCE during one of their patrols, as well as of his and my dad’s interactions at town 
hall and various Fisheries meetings. Nick possesses the perspective of a fisherman, a policy-maker, and a Kodiak local – which made him an ideal person to interview.



Phone Interview: Nick Szabo (Continued)
former fisherman; active member of Alaska State Fisheries Board

CONFIDENCE

0

• Embarked as a guest on CONFIDENCE to observe federal law 
enforcement operations on one of their patrols. Some things he noticed 
as an “outside” observer:
• “Your dad was a very innovative guy – always looking for better 

ways to do things.”  He gave the example of the FRB (Fucking 
Rubber Boat), which dad pursued using as an alternative to the 
hard-hulled boats, which could hurt hands when boarding (see Bob 
Slye Interview).  Being aggressive about boarding [and probably 
not wanting to let up], my dad wanted something that would be 
safer.  They started using it, “even if not [standard] Coast Guard 
issue.”

• Nick sensed that this – not doing things the traditional ways, like 
using the hard hulled boats – made my dad controversial with 
some, including on the ship. He recalls being down in the mess and 
hearing some griping, but then the Chief Engineer spoke up and 
interjected “I don’t care what you say, but if I had to climb a 
mountain for him I would.”

• He also sensed some conflict between my dad and the embarked 
NOAA (NMFS?) officer, Karl Ohls, although they respected one 
another.  [Your dad] was just very aggressive [in enforcing the law].

• Observed my dad announce “I have the conn” when things got 
chaotic on the bridge as they were passing through Uzinki 
Narrows, calmly driving the ship through. 

• Remembers my dad engaging the local fishing community
• Believes first time he saw him was when my dad “spoke 

up at one of the Fisheries Association meetings.”
• “Your dad was not a regular guy.  He was very involved 

with the community. That would be a perfect 
description of him.”

• Remembers my dad was good friends with Tom Casey, 
who was the Manager of the Fisheries Association, and 
who was politically involved.



Phone Interview: Bob Lockman (2 November 2023)
former fisherman, and Alaska State Trooper

CONFIDENCE

0

• Bob Lockman arrived in Alaska at the age of 15; started fishing 
in the 1950s and fished throughout the 1960s; became an 
Alaska State Trooper in the 1970s and then took over fisheries 
law enforcement for Kodiak and the Aleutians when Governor 
Bill Eagan placed Fish and Wildlife Protection under the State 
Troopers – law enforcement on both land and sea.  He retired 
from the State Troopers with the rank of Captain.  He raised a 
family in Kodiak, and lives there to this day.

• Outlook on fisheries law enforcement: Believed in enforcing 
the law but also being fair about it.  He didn’t get wrapped up 
in slight infractions.  “A true criminal is too lazy to be a 
fisherman.” [See next slide to see examples of this in practice]

• Fish and Game Boats: RESOLUTION; VIGILANT (110’); 
WOLDSTAD (121’); all manned by a cook, engineer, and 
troopers; ranged from Nome to Southeast Alaska; sometimes 
accompanied CONFIDENCE on ATON runs.

• Described how Fish and Game biologists didn’t want to spend 
money on enforcement.

• On the king crab fishery: thinks there is a natural cycle 
(downturns aren’t necessarily correlated exclusively to over-
fishing).

• On 200 nautical mile legislation: 
• A lot of politics were involved.
• State could seize inside 12 nautical miles (they seized a Japanese 

ship c. 1973/1974)
• State had authority out to 200 nautical miles for crab.

• On other legislation: Started with species size and gender, then went to 
quotas; now it based on individual quota.  No matter what, always “a big 
political hassle,” and Bob opined that [in changing their management 
policies] “bureaucrats made more money than fishermen did.” [Note: 
policy changes, obviously, affect how the regulations are enforced.] 

• Relation to my dad: first introduced professionally; became friends.
• On why he thought my dad and his ships were successful: 

• “My experience with your dad was that he worked hard at learning 
what was going on, who was who, and how it all worked. Your dad 
wanted to learn all he could about the industry. He was a go-
getter.”

• “Most Coast Guard captains were into the authority [of their 
position], not so much into learning [about the fishing community 
and industry] … He was more active than most of ‘em were, and he 
was the most active in fish politics – another reason I got along so 
well with your dad.”

Note: I knew Bob Lockman by way of early childhood memories and stories by my parents – who told of their friendship with him and his wife, Roberta. I remember 
him as a big guy who carried a gun – larger than life. [Contained in the next slide are excerpts about Captain Lockman from a book, showing I was not alone in my 
impression]. Most important to this research, Bob offers insights into how local law enforcement worked together with federal law enforcement to protect the 
fisheries in Alaska.



Walker, Spike; Working on the Edge; St. Martin’s Press, 
New York, NY (1991); pp. 151-155.

“…there was another war being waged out on the waters of the 
Bering Sea.  It was a war against poachers, those who had started 
the season before its official opening, and it was being fought by 
one man: Alaska State Trooper Bob Lockman” (p. 151)

“At six three and weighing 245 pounds, Bob Lockman was a 
powerfully built, good-natured man in his late-forties who had a 
reputation for being meticulously honest … As a former skipper 
of his own Alaskan king crab boat, this sea-toughened man knew 
the islands, inlets, passages and shorelines of Kodiak Island, the 
Alaska Peninsula, and the Bering Sea as well as any crab-boat 
skipper, and far better than most.  Fortunately for the fishermen, 
he went out of his way to perform his work with both fairness 
and empathy.  He knew what it was to stand at the wheel and 
pull gear for seventy-two hours without a break.” (p. 151)

“Several days before the [1979] season was legally set 
to open, Lockman came upon some four hundred crab pots 
roughly 190 miles mortheast of Dutch Harbor. Although the 
skipper had not been running them prior to the season, the gear 
was baited and fishing. There were approximately fifty thousand 
pounds of king crab already trapped inside the pots. Lockman 
and his crew once again went to work pulling the gear and 
returning the crab to the sea. As always, they stacked as many 
crab pots on deck as the Vigilant could carry and then began 
cutting the doors off the remaining pots.  Then Lt. Lockman 
radioed for a warrant, which was delivered to him in Dutch 
harbor.
 Lockman knew the skipper personally.  He was a ‘fine 
fisherman, an honest man with never a past mark against his 
name.’ Finding the boat docked at Unalaska Harbor, Lockman 
crossed over the back decks of several other crab boats (tied side 
to side) and jumped down on the vessel’s back deck. The skipper 
came out to meet him, and when Lockman gave him the news, 
the man only looked at him and shrugged his shoulders in 
philosophic defeat … Back in Kodiak, a judge would levy a six-
figure fine.  The message was a warning for every deckhand and 
skipper in Dutch Harbor: More than the fine, the real price the 
hapless skipper and his crew would pay was one singularly 
irreplaceable million-dollar season.” (p. 155)



Thoughts and trends derived from the interviews:

• Intimate nature of work in small communities, and aboard small ships.

• Common traits seemed to gravitate them towards my dad, and vice versa. These included:
• All four individuals didn’t see my dad as “regular” or “normal.” Unprompted, three of the four made it a point to say they didn’t see themselves that way, either.

• Coming from varied backgrounds, all four seemed to have been in search of something greater than themselves: 

• Doug Snowball … pushing boundaries and unconstrained by conventional thinking, always moving forward towards something – whether a halibut buried deep in a hold, driving a ship or flying a plane.

• Bob Slye … intellectual-turned-pirate – not satisfied with sitting still physically or intellectually, the entirety of his adult life dedicated to upholding the law.

• Nick Szabo … leaving Florida for Alaska as a young man, hearing of fishing in Kodiak, immersing himself in the industry and the community – remaining engaged in and influencing it throughout his adult life.

• Bob Lockman … he may have sought some normalcy when he left home as a teenager but found himself too big of a person not to care for people: doing everything within his power to protect their livelihoods 
and make his community better – and sometimes this involved giving a break to someone who was working hard, trying.  

• All were mission focused or on doing their job well.  They did not respect people who just wanted to get by, take shortcuts, or avoid risk for the purpose of serving their own immediate interests, at 
the expense of others, or their mission.  All respected hard work, innovation, and engagement.  

• All thought highly of my father as an engaged, active leader and/or colleague in enforcing fisheries legislation.  Descriptors included “Aggressive,” “most active.”

• Aggressive, innovative approaches of my father rubbed some people the wrong way, including at least one National Marine Fisheries Agent and even some of the 
crew; but overall, it seems most of the crew were either excited about the mission and faithful in their execution of it.  

• My father made important inroads with the local community and fishing industry: not only in support of law enforcement, but also by influencing policy in 
protection of the fisheries (unlike other services, this was a function of the Coast Guard). In addition, my dad was a natural at this: he loves to engage with people.

• The significant role of spouses in enabling success; the close relations built.

• Nuances between State and Federal management:
• Differences in outlooks on enforcement between the Coast Guard and State Troopers, perhaps a consequence of their different authorities and jurisdictions.  The Coasties saw this as a mission and 

tended to err in favor of enforcement over leniency, especially with foreign violators – for whom they left the call primarily up to higher authorities. The State Troopers tended not to nitpick, 
preferring to focus on flagrant violations.  With this said, both the Coast Guard and State Troopers closely supported each other during the time my dad commanded CONFIDENCE – no doubt 
enhanced by way of relationships he worked to establish and strengthen.

• The role and relations of Federal and State fisheries organizations

• The influence of biologists in driving policies – sometimes irrespective of the impacts on fishermen and impacting to how laws would be enforced (or not).

• 200 nautical mile legislation: all in favor, but “very political.”

• There was animosity against foreign trawlers, perhaps most prominently with the Russians; however, even this was nuanced.  
• Not all fishermen felt animosity, as corroborated with Nick Szabo.  And those who did feel or see it, as indicated by Bob Lockman, I sense aren’t the types to get emotional about it. The hits they took 

were directly to their gear, their fishing grounds, their pocket-books.  Their egos and pride didn’t drive it – at least from what I can tell.  

• For the Coasties - who understood their enforcement role not just in terms of protecting the fisheries, but also in how it impacted national security - there may have been some animosity built in  –
especially with the Russians. But they were professional, and I’ve heard several stories of very human interactions – including humorous compliments going a long way to open discussions.



200 Nautical Mile 
Legislation



p. 14



Notes: 
• Iceland first: 15 OCT 1975 “hell broke loose”
• Britain next (in response): 01 JAN 1977
• U.S. followed: 01 MAR 1977
• Australia in 1979
• 1982 UNCLOS: 200 nm EEZ internationally adopted

Iceland, Britain, Australia



Broader History

Notes: 
• Kenya leads the way in proposing 200 nm EEZ 

to the Asian-African Legal Consultive 
Committee in 1971 and the UN Sea-Bed 
Committee in 1972.

• EEZ incorporated into UNCLOS in 1982.







NMFS Annual Reports
• CY 1976

• CY 1977

• CY 1978



Source: Report of the Fisheries Service for the National Marine Fisheries Service for the Calendar Year 1976, National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, Department of Commerce, Washington DC, July, 1977. 

Notes:
- Jarvis seized 

Dong Won 
and Kyung 
Yang Ho

- Kohoku 
Maru was 
April, 
before Dad 
took 
command

- Dong Won 
709 before 
Dad took 
command

- Only 
remaining 
possibility: 
Kwang 
Myong No. 
21 seized 
on 3 SEP 
(later 
verified by 
1977 
Proceedings 
article)



1976



Page 99

National Marine Fisheries Service Foreign Fishing Activities of the Bering Sea and Gulf of Alaska 1976, Juneau, AK.



National Marine Fisheries Service Foreign Fishing Activities of the Bering Sea and Gulf of Alaska 1976, Juneau, AK.



Source: Annual Report 1977, Summary of Foreign and Domestic Fisheries Surveillance and Enforcement Activities in Alaskan 
Waters, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration National Marine Fisheries Service, Law Enforcement Branch,  Juneau, 
AK, p. 52, p. 60



Source: Annual Report 1977, Summary of Foreign and Domestic Fisheries Surveillance and Enforcement Activities in Alaskan 
Waters, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration National Marine Fisheries Service, Law Enforcement Branch,  Juneau, 
AK, pp. 7-8



Source: Annual Report 1977, Summary of Foreign and Domestic Fisheries Surveillance and Enforcement Activities in Alaskan 
Waters, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration National Marine Fisheries Service, Law Enforcement Branch,  Juneau, 
AK, pp. 9-10



Source: Annual Report 1978, Enforcement and Surveillance of Foreign and Domestic Fisheries in Alaskan Waters, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration National Marine Fisheries Service, Law Enforcement Branch,  Juneau, AK, p. 51



Source: Annual Report 1978, Enforcement and Surveillance of Foreign and Domestic Fisheries in Alaskan Waters, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration National Marine Fisheries Service, Law Enforcement Branch,  Juneau, AK, p. 143



Source: Annual Report 1978, Enforcement and Surveillance of Foreign and Domestic Fisheries in Alaskan Waters, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration National Marine Fisheries Service, Law Enforcement Branch,  Juneau, AK



Source: Annual Report 1978, Enforcement and Surveillance of Foreign and Domestic Fisheries in Alaskan Waters, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration National Marine Fisheries Service, Law Enforcement Branch,  Juneau, AK, p. 18



Source: Annual Report 1978, Enforcement and Surveillance of Foreign and Domestic Fisheries in Alaskan Waters, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration National Marine Fisheries Service, Law Enforcement Branch,  Juneau, AK, p. 104



Source: Annual Report 1978, Enforcement and Surveillance of Foreign and Domestic Fisheries in Alaskan Waters, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration National Marine Fisheries Service, Law Enforcement Branch,  Juneau, AK, p. 15.



Source: Annual Report 1978, Enforcement and Surveillance of Foreign and Domestic Fisheries in Alaskan Waters, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration National Marine Fisheries Service, Law Enforcement Branch,  Juneau, AK, p. 15.



Source: Annual Report 1978, Enforcement and Surveillance of Foreign and Domestic Fisheries in Alaskan Waters, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration National Marine Fisheries Service, Law Enforcement Branch,  Juneau, AK, p. 80

“Infractions” 
includes 
“violations” 
and 
“citations” (as 
indicated in 
1977 table)

Note the spike 
starting in 1976



Marine Fisheries Reviews

(Journal)

(1976 through 1978)



Note: Sweet …  
this must be the 
Snowball story

CONNIE, TOMI MARU No. 85 
(25 August 1976) (Japan)

Source: Marine Fisheries Review, Volume 39, No 2,  NOAA 
NMFS, February 1977 (covering 1976). 



Source: Marine Fisheries Review, Volume 39, No 2,  NOAA NMFS, February 1977 (covering 1976). 



Source: Marine Fisheries Review, Volume 39, No. 3,  NOAA NMFS, March 1977 (covering 1976). 

---



Source: Marine Fisheries 
Review, Vol 38 No. 12, 
NOAA NMFS, Dec 1976 
and covering earlier. 



Source: Marine Fisheries 
Review, Vol 38 No. 12, 
NOAA NMFS, Dec 1976 
and covering earlier. 



Source: Marine Fisheries Review, Volume 39, No 2,  NOAA NMFS, February 1977 (covering 1976). 



Proceedings Articles



CONNIE, Unknown South Korean trawler  
sometime between 1976 and 1978 (?)

Verified as KWANG MYONG via other 
sources



1977 Article 
Part 1



1977 Article Part 2



1977 Article Part 3



1977 Article Part 4



1977 Article Part 5

YES!!!



CONNIE, HIGHLY 301 
(1 Sep 1977)(Taiwan)



Kodiak Daily Mirror





Kodiak Mirror 

CITRUS, VODOLAZ



Kodiak Mirror 

CITRUS, VODOLAZ



Kodiak Mirror



Fairbanks Daily News 
Miner







Congressional Records





Note: The wrong month (August vice 
September) is reflected here in the 
Congressional record for the seizure date of 
VODOLAZ. September 18 is the confirmed 
date via several other sources including the 
New York Times and Kodiak Daily Mirror.  All 
are consistent either by date (18 SEP 1971) 
or by day (Saturday).  18 SEP 1971 was a 
Saturday, whereas 18 August 1971 was a 
Wednesday.









USCGC CONFIDENCE ALPAT 
Report for the Period

5 July 1977 to 31 December 1977



Annex A 
top p1



Annex A 
bottom p1
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Annex A 
bottom p2
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Alaska Seas and Coasts

April 1978









Alaska Seas and Coasts, newsletter, University of 
Alaska, (April 1978), pages 2-3

Note: Pertinent portions zoomed out.  
Above quote from Rear Admiral (Upper 
Half) J. B. Hayes, USCG, Commander of U.S. 
Coast Guard 17th District (Alaska), 
documented in the Alaska Seas and Coast 
newsletter by Mark Hutton, Assistant 
Executive Director NPFMC.  Interview was 
conducted as RADM Hayes was about to 
promote and take charge as the Coast 
Guard’s next Commandant.



Navy Times





Jarvis Award





Personal Letter 

from Marie Montonye (Mom) 

to Aunt Lynns (dad’s sister)



   29 August, 1976

Dear Zee,

 Just received your letter and while I’m in the mood 
to reply, had better do so – now!
 BIG NEWS: The Confidence caught a Japanese 
fishing vessel illegally catching halibut!  They – the Connie – 
were out only a couple of days on an ALPAT (Alaska Patrol) 
when they boarded the TOMI MARU, sloshed through the 
mackerel to find the carefully concealed halibut –  hurrah!  
The U.S. cannot fine the TOMI since the boat was outside 
the 12 mile limit; however, a treaty exists between the two 
countries where Japan agrees not to fish for halibut east of 
Adak.  It’s up to the Japanese government to fine their 
boat…

In case I don’t get a letter off to Mom and Pop, pass the 
news on to them.  The Connie’s second patrol and they 
caught one! Oh yes, there was…



… approximately 5 tons of halibut on board the TOMI.  No 
wonder we can’t catch any halibut!
 We’re really enjoying our new skiff.  It’s ideal for 
around here.  A couple of weeks ago we and the Krumms 
(skipper of the Storis and partners in the boat) putted over 
to a little island for a picnic dinner.  It was great!
 This Thursday night I’m having 24 wives from the 
ship [over] for dinner…





Other



. The Russian fleet commander certainly wasn’t what I expected. He was a 
youngish fellow, perhaps late thirties, a slim and trim fellow sharply dressed in a 
welltailored sit, with expensive looking shoes and accessories. I really wondered to 
myself if he really KNEW anything about fishing! One of the fellows in the U.S. 
delegation was actually fluent in Russian, but was not introduced as bilingual. He 
was actually a CIA man, I think. We had a fairly lively meeting in the ship’s 
wardroom, discussing issues such as big Russian trawlers dragging nets through 
U.S. fishing boat set gear such as halibut long lines. The Russians claimed they 
would like to be more cooperative, but unless they were notified of U.S. fishing 
activities, they had little way of knowing there was gear in the water. They claimed 
most U.S. gear was poorly marked, sometimes with no lighting on the buoys at all, 
and difficult to avoid. I silently concurred with the Russians, and believed nothing 
constructive would result from the discussions on that subject. U.S. commercial 
fishermen tended to be pretty secretive about where they intended to fish, to 
avoid competition from other fishing boats. We discussed medical emergencies in 
some detail, with we Coast Guard people promising prompt response when 
needed. But I complained about difficulties in communicating and with the 
Russians’ propensity for secretiveness. I asked the fleet commander, through his 
interpreter, if we could get permission to visit some of his large fishing ships just to 
inform ourselves a little more about the ships and their capabilities. He responded 
that we could visit one at any time - all we needed to do was seek his approval. I 
responded that we really didn’t know where he was nor how to reach him. He 
smiled and acknowledged that this was a problem. In other words, forget the 
courtesy visits, fellows! Nonetheless, it was an interesting meeting. 

p. 165-166



While hoardings of foreign vessels fishing off the United States 
have been a matter of cautious routine since 1966, foreign 
captains show greater interest these days in being hospitable: 
In fact, Soviet captains have just begun to allow U.S. boarding 
parties. As this is written, the U.S. Congress is on the threshold 
of passing a monumental piece of legislation that establishes 
United States jurisdiction and management of fishery resources 
for 200 miles from its shoreline. Up to this time, the nation has 
controlled only a 12‐mile strip, except through treaties and 
negotiations. Meanwhile, a 200‐mile fisheries jurisdiction for all 
coastal nations could be a result of the Law of the Sea 
Conference, which on March 15 at the United Nations begins 
its third attempt in three years to achieve an international 
consensus on the sharing of the world's oceans and their 
resources. However the United States claims the jurisdiction, it 
is obvious that soon it will exercise greater control over foreign 
fleets fishing its

Pg. 4



Note:  Interesting Kodiak City Council 
piece on CAPT Philip Hogue, who was the 
Air Station CO and who delivered the 
news to mom that “Daddy’s bringing 
home a Russian!” (re: CITRUS’s seizure of 
F/V VODOLAZ)



Note: Kodiak City Council piece 
defending USCG presence in 
Alaska, including the call for “the 
protection of its ocean resources 
from depredation by Russia, 
Japan, Korea and possibly China.”



Kodiak Daily 
Mirror

Note: Dad



Kodiak Daily 
Mirror



Kodiak Mirror



USCGC Storis
File photo

Note: Dad 
served on 
Storis as XO 
before 
reporting to 
Citrus as 
CO.  He was 
assigned to 
Storis when 
I was born 
in Kodiak in 
1970.



PRC
“China created its distant water fishing fleet in 1985, largely as a response to growing domestic demand for fish and lack of domestic supply due to overexploited waters. 
Its growth since then has mirrored China’s overall economic surge. With government support, the fleet now has more than 2,000 vessels; in comparison, the U.S. fleet has 
around 200.” Katie Lebling, “Curbing China’s Massive – and Destructive – Distant Water Fishing Fleet,” New Security Beat, the Wilson Center, 11 Nov 2013, 
https://www.newsecuritybeat.org/2013/11/curbing-chinas-massive-destructive-distant-water-fishing-fleet/ 

p. 19 (2005 data(?)) 

http://www.seaaroundus.org/researcher/dpauly/PDF/2012/BooksandReports/TheRoleofChina.pdf
https://www.newsecuritybeat.org/2013/11/curbing-chinas-massive-destructive-distant-water-fishing-fleet/
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