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ORDNANCE AND EXPLOSIVES WASTE
ARCHIVES SEARCH REPORT
FORMER CAMP SWIFT
BASTROP, TEXAS
PROJECT NUMBER K06TX030402

1. INTRODUCTION
a. Subject and Purpose

(1) This report presents the findings of an historical
records search and site inspection for ordnance and explosive
waste (OEW) presence located at the former Camp Swift, Bastrop,
Texas. The inspection was performed under the authority of the
Defense Environmental Restoration Program for Formerly Used
Defense Sites (DERP-FUDS). .

(2) The purpose of this investigation was to
characterize the site for potential OEW contamination, to include
conventional munitions and chemical warfare materiel (CWM). This
was achieved through evaluation of all historical records,
interviews, and the on-site visual inspection results.

b. Scope

(1) The former Camp Swift consisted of 52,191.26 acres.
The investigation focused on the munitions related areas of the
40,491 acres of the former Camp Swift, Texas, but excluded the
additional 11,700 acre portion of the former Camp now licensed
for use by the Texas Army National Guard (TARNG). This 11,700
acre portion is not eligible under DERP-FUDS, as presented in the
Camp Swift inventory project report (INPR) (see document E-1,
paragraph 3).

(2) This report presents the site history, site
description, real estate ownership, and confirmed ordnance
presence prior to and after site closure, based on available
records, interviews, and the site inspection. It further
provides a complete evaluation of all available information to
assess actual and potential current day ordnance contamination.

(3) For the purpose of this report, ordnance and
explosives waste (OEW) is considered unwanted and abandoned
ammunition or components thereof, which contain energetic, toxic,
or radiological materials, and was manufactured, purchased,
stored, used, and/or disposed of by the War Department/Department
of Defense.



2. PREVIQUS INVESTIGATIONS
a. Preliminary Assessments

Information obtained from the 13 April 1992 OEW INPR
(document E-1), indicates there were two investigations performed
by the Fort Worth district, USACE: one in June 1991 addressing a
building demolition/debris removal (BD/DR) project, and a
separate one in October 1991 addressing an ordnance and explosive
waste (OEW) project. Table 2-1 represents a breakdown of the
recommended projects.

b. Other Investigations

No other information was obtained regarding other
investigations.

TABLE 2-1

DERP-FUDS PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT PROJECTS
Project DERP Present Comments Location
Number Category Phase
-- CON/HTRW -- None Recommended --
-- HTRW -- None Recommended -
K06TX030401 BD/DR RA Cap Manhole covers Public lands
K06TX030402 OEW* SI Ordnance or 40,491 acres

explosive waste

* NOTE: See plate No. 3 for locations of subsite areas A through H, OEW
project K06TX030402.

3. _SITE DESCRIPTION
a. Existing Landesage

(1) The former Camp Swift infantry replacement training
site consisted of 52,191 acres. It was bounded on the north by
Federal Highway 290, on the east by State Highway 21, and on the
west by State Highway 95. Bastrop, the county seat of Bastrop
County, is located at the south vertex, the town of Elgin is
located at the northwest vertex, and at the east vertex is Paige,
Texas. The former Camp, thus bounded, formed an irregular
triangle (see documents L-1, L-2, and G-1).




(2) The southern border of the 52,191 acre former site
lies approximately three miles northeast of the town of Bastrop,
Bastrop Coumty, Texas. Current land ownership/usage of the
52,191 acre site includes agricultural, rural residential, an
active TARNG facility, state park lands, a medical research
facility, a prison, and limited industrial usage. The 11,700
acre installation making up the TARNG's current Camp Swift is not
part of this DERP-FUDS OEW assessment. Table 3-1 shows the
current land usage of each general area of the 40,491 acres of
the former Camp Swift site (project no. K06TX030402) eligible for
OEW consideration under DERP-FUDS. The 11,700 acres currently
utilized by the TARNG as a military training site were excluded
from OEW assessment by the INPR and were, therefore, not assessed
for OEW (see plate 1).

TABLE 3-1
CURRENT LAND USAGE

AREA FORMER USAGE PRESENT OWNERS PRESENT USAGE ACREAGE COMMENTS

A Artillery/ Various Private Agricultural 7,763*% See plate 4
Impact Range

B Ammo Storage Various Private Rural 19% See plate 5

c Booby trap Various Private Rural 8* See plate 5
training

D Gas Area Various Private Rural 14%* See plate 5

E Demolition LCRA** State Park 60* See plate 6
Area

F Hospital Various Private Rural 575%* See plate 7

G Firing Varioﬁs Private Rural 2,388%* See plate 8
Ranges

H Remaining Various Private Rural 29,664%* See plate 3
Land

40,491* TOTAL ACREAGE

*Approximate acreage

*+ Lower Colorado River Authority

Appendix J contains photos taken at the time of the February 1994 survey.
See plates 4, 5, 6, 7 for locations of photos appearing in appendix J.




b. Climatic Data

(1) The information in sections 3.b.(2) through 3.g. was
obtained from references B-1, B-10, B-11, and B-26.

(2) The general climate of the Camp Swift area is
subtropical, with humid and tropical influences during the summer
and dry, continental influences the rest of the year. There are
no climatological stations in the Camp Swift area, so data must
come from stations located in Austin.

(3) The mean annual temperature is about 68 degrees
fahrenheit (F). January is the coldest month, averaging 60
degrees F, and August is the warmest, with an average of 85
degrees F. On the average, there are 22 days a year having
temperatures of freezing or below. The growing season of 260
days extends from about 7 March to 22 November.

(4) Precipitation averages 32 inches, with measurable
amounts falling at least 82 days a year. Snow is rare. April,
May, and September have the highest average precipitation with
January through March and July the lowest. During the 40 years
between 1931-1970, there were 10 drought periods of one month or
more, rated severe to extreme according to the Palmer Index
(Radian, 1980). Thunderstorms occur about fifty-two times a
year, mostly in April through September.

(5) Winds average about nine miles per hour, and mainly
are from the south. Winds of fifty miles per hour or more occur
about once every two years. Dispersion generally is good, and
periods of air stagnation are few. Visibility generally is good,
reaching seven miles or more, eighty-nine percent of the time.
Airborne dust occurs infrequently (see B-1).

c. Geology and Soils

(1) The Simsboro and Calvert Bluff Formations of the
Wilcox Group underlie’the Camp Swift Area. The third member of
the Wilcox Group, the Hooper Formation, crops out several miles
west of Camp Swift and underlies the Simsboro. They dip gently
to the east-southeast at 1-2 degrees.

(2) The Simsboro Formation crops out west and north of
Big Sandy Creek outside Camp Swift. It consists of about €00
feet of sand, with some mudstone, clay, and mudstone
conglomerate. The sand is medium to well-sorted, fine to medium-
grained, and is indurated in places. The Simsboro forms the
major aquifer in the area.



(3) The Calvert Bluff Formation overlies the Simsboro and
underlies all of Camp Swift. Outcrops are few because the
formation generally is covered by several feet of soil. It is up
to 1,000 feet thick and consists mostly of mudstone, with various
amounts of sandstone, lignite, and ironstone concretions.
Locally, the upper part contains glauconite. The mudstone is
massive to thin bedded, with laminae of silt and very
fine grained sand. The Calvert Bluff contains some ground water
but yields only a few gallons per minute to wells. Wells drilled
into the local channel sands of the Calvert Bluff are fair to
good producers.

(4) The lignite occurs in the lower part of the Calvert
Bluff Formation. There are five beds of lignite, each ranging
from one to twelve feet in thickness. Only the lower four beds
contain economically minable lignite in the Camp Swift area.
They contain an estimated eighty to one hundred million short
tons of recoverable lignite. Some plant fossils may occur in the
lignite, but they are not expected to be unusual. The lignite
contains less than one percent sulfur and yields an unweighted
average of 6,706 Btu/lb when burned.

d. Topography

The general topography within the Camp Swift area is
moderately dissected rolling, hilly uplands and flat lowlands.
Slopes are gentle, ranging from about three to eight percent.
The elevational relief is 150 feet, ranging from 400 feet mean
sea level (MSL) to 550 feet MSL.

e. Hydrology

(1) The entire Camp Swift area is in the Colorado River
Basin. It is drained by Big Sandy Creek, which flows through the
northwestern part of the area; and by Dogwood and McLaughlin
Creeks, tributaries of Big Sandy Creek; and by Piney Creek. The
drainage area of Big Sandy Creek where it enters Camp Swift is
60.5 square miles. This drainage area extends into Williamson
and Lee Counties and includes the small town of Butler. Dogwood
Creek has a drainage area of 5.5 square miles, almost totally
within the undeveloped portion of the area around Camp Swift.
McLaughlin Creek has a drainage area of 10.9 square miles, almost
half of which is within Camp Swift and includes the city of
McDade. A total of .15 sguare miles in three small parcels
drains into natural tributaries of Piney Creek.

(2) Big Sandy Creek is a perennial stream with an
estimated average discharge of twenty cubic feet per second.
Dogwood Creek and McLaughlin Creek are intermittent, with an
estimated average discharge of 2.3 cubic feet per second and 4.3
cubic feet per second, respectively. The estimated one hundred
year floods for these streams are 20,800 cubic feet per second,
4,500 cubic feet per second, and 6,800 cubic feet per second,
respectively.



(3) The three important aquifers in the former Camp
Swift area form the Wilcox Group and are, in ascending order, the
Hooper, the Simsboro, and the Calvert Bluff Formations. The
Hooper Formation crops out west of the Camp Swift area.

(4) Ground water in the Hooper and Calvert Bluff
Formations is most readily available from the scattered,
lenticular sands of the ancient distributory channels. The
interchannel clayey deposits contain very little water and act as
an aquitard. The yields from these two formations range from
small (less than one gallon per minute) to moderate (several tens
of gallons per minute).

(5) The Simsboro Formation, which is noncoal bearing, is
the most important aquifer in the Camp Swift area. Norxth of Camp
Swift, in Milan County, the Simsboro is a massive sand deposit
with thicknesses in excess of 700 feet. The formation thins in a
southerly direction, but still is 500 to 600 feet thick in the
northern part of Camp Swift, rapidly thinning to less than 100
feet south of Camp Swift. The Simsboro yields as much as
1,000-1,200 gallons per minute.

£f. Natural Resources

(1) Some lands of the former Camp Swift area contain
small areas of suitable habitat and contain populations of the
endangered species, the Houston Toad (bufo houstonensis) (see
documents E-3, E-4 and L-3). Lands are connected to the
"designated critical habitat" of this species by drainage
channels and streams. Houston Toad breeding conditions are
suitable in areas of the former Camp Swift area, and Houston Toad
calling was witnessed often in the Bastrop State Park by a survey
team commissioned in 1979 by the Texas Fish and Wildlife Service.
The designated critical habitat is within the Piney Creek
watershed.

(2) The former Camp Swift area is situated within a
secondary forest and woodland region, usually referred to as the
Post Oak Savannah. It is recognized by a prevalence of post oak
(quercus stellata), blackjack oak (quercus marylandria), numerous
species of elm (ulmus spp.), and hickory (hickory spp.). The
Post Oak Savannah vegetation area also supports an understory
growth characterized by a mixture of prairie grasses associated
with the Western Plains. Wooded areas are typically composed of
small deciduous trees of the eastern forest, a dense understory
growth, and a thin ground cover of forbs and grasses. Climax
grasses of the Post Oak Savannah include little bluestem
(schizachyrium scoparium), indian grass (sorghastrum nutans),
purple top spile (trideus flavus), switchgrass (panicum
virgatum), silver bluestem (bothriochloa saccharoides),
spikegrass (chasmanthium laxum), and Texas wintergrass
(stipa leucotricha).



(3) Several localized areas of the former Camp Swift area
have been identified as retaining the original character of the
Post Oak Savannah. These areas are usually located in uncleared
sections of interfluvial divides. Some indicators of
modifications to the soil as a result of years of agriculture and
accompanying erosions is the presence of numerous invader
species, including Eastern Red Cedar (juniperus virginiana},
Mesquite (prosopis glandulosa), Yaupon Holly (ilex vornitoria),
Eastern Prickly Pear (opuntia compressa), and Greenbriar (smilox
sp.). Studies within the last 15 years have identified over 120
plant species in the area, representing 46 families. The data
from these studies resulted in the recognition of four
vegetational communities: Post Oak-Red Cedar Woodlands,
Mesquite-Brushland, Old Field, and Riparian.

(4) One form of the Duckweed family called little water
lentil (Lemna obscura), an endangered native Texas plant, is
known to grow in Bastrop County, site of the former Camp sSwift.
Table 3-2 summarizes fauna/flora status.

TABLE 3-2
NATURAL RESOURCES

Resource Classification Type Comment
Wildlife Houston Toad Endangered (state)
Coyote Rare
Bald eagle Protected (federal)
Whooping crane Protected (federal)
Vegetation Little Water Lentil Endangered (state)

g. Historical/Cultural Resources

(1) In the surrounding areas of the former Camp Swift,
long forgotten cemeteries have been located over the years.
There is an old cemetery located in the vicinity of the former
hospital area of the former Camp Swift. A recent archeological
dig at Lake Bastrop State Park uncovered the remains of a pre-
Civil War homestead. The archeological survey and subsequent dig
at the Park was for the purpose of determining whether there were
antiquities present which would affect the planned expansion of
the Bastrop State Park.




(2) It was evident from the archeological report that the
uses made of the surveyed area by the military during its
demolition activities (see plate 6, area E), had destroyed or
damaged much of the homestead and the accompanying artifacts. 1In
addition to the usual items one would find in such an
archeological survey, glass bottles; various utensils; and fence
wires, the archeologists also found practice mines (see
photograph at J-15), practice fuzes, and many other ordnance-
related metal fragments. Table 3-3 below summarizes the cultural
resource types at the former Camp Swift.

(3) An important statement on page 106 of the subject
report (document E-3) is as follows:

"aAll archeological sites occurring on lands
owned by the State of Texas are by definition State
Archeological Landmarks and are legally protected by
the Texas Antiquities Code (Title 9, chapter 191 of
the Texas Natural Resources Code)."

TABLE 3-3
CULTURAL RESOURCES
Resource Type
Classification
Historical Cemetery
Cultural Artifacts

Residence

4. HISTORICAL ORDNANCE PRESENCE
a. Chronological Site Summary

In 1940, plans were being made to establish a military
training facility in or near Bastrop County, Texas. In 1942,
construction began on an infantry replacement training center.
The camp was named for Eban Swift, a military figure in Texas and
Mexico, a World War I commander, and author of many military
books. The camp trained scores of thousands of trainees
throughout the war. Table 4-1 illustrates the sequence of events
for Camp Swift (reference B-17):




TABLE 4-1
CAMP SWIFT CHRONOLOGY

Year Day/Month Event
1940 August Beginning of the surveys of proposed site location
1941 25 December Announcement that negotiations for land would begin
1942 8 January War Department (DOD) orders the taking of the property
19 January Contracts let for construction: $25,000,000 in costs for

for a camp to house 30,000 to 40,000 me (at the peak,
Camp Swift actually housed 44,0000 men )

March Construction begins-workers will total about 18,000
25 March Federal Court in Austin acts on property foreclosure
23 BApril First commanding officer, Col. Kurtz, arrives
4 May Initial cadre of 116 arrives at Camp Swift
5 May First deeds of legal transfer to Government filed
25 June Camp formally turned over to War Department
8 July Camp Swift is formally activated
15 July First members of first unit, 95th Inf Div., arrive
1943 26 February 97th Infantry Division activated at Camp Swift
14 July First POWs arrive (at peak, POWs totaled 4,800)

20 November 97th Infantry Division departs
24 November 102nd Infantry Division arrives

1944 1 July 10th Mountain Division arrives
25 December 10th Mountain Division begins departing
1945 Activity at the Camp slows
14 August 2nd Infantry Division arrives
1946 Summer Most POWs leave Camp Swift
1 April 2nd Infantry Division departs
23 June 102nd Infantry Division departs
1947 January War Department begins process of declaring Camp surplus
March Certificates of Decontamination begin being issued
4 August Then-Congressman Lyndon B. Johnson (LBJ) announces

decision to dispose of Camp Swift.*

*In the years after the close of the former Camp Swift, many people expressed
hope that one day it might be reopened. A letter from then-Senator LBJ to a
Bastrop constituent about this issue is at document F-1.

b. Ordnance-Related Records Review

(1) Research efforts began with a review of reports,
historical documents, and reference material gathered during the
ASR historical documents search. During the review, an effort
was made to focus on any known areas of OEW contamination and to
draw conclusions as to where the areas of potential contamination
might be.

(2) A collection of documents, drawings, maps, aerial
photographs, newspaper articles, technical ordnance data, real
estate records, and other reports were located during the achives
seaxch.




(3) Prior to the on-site survey, the OEW assessment team
acquired a report from the 137th EOD Detachment, Fort Sam
Houston, Texas, which showed substantial EOD response activity
for Camp Swift (see document F-2). The subject report lists 14
responses to Camp Swift between 20 February 1991 and
12 October 1993. Because the OEW assessment team was unable to
locate any private individual or public official, to include law
enforcement personnel, who could recall such instances of recent
munitions discoveries on the former Camp Swift, the OEW
assessment team contacted the EOD unit at Fort Sam Houston by
telephone. It was learned that the EOD responses shown in
document F-2 related only to the current, active 11,700 acre
TARNG's Camp Swift training installation, and not to any ordnance
discoveries at the remaining 40,491 acres of the
former Camp Swift being surveyed under DERP-FUDS project number
K06TX030402.

(4) A letter found at document F-3 delineates typical
training at the present-day, active Camp Swift belonging to the
TARNG. Recent military downsizing, to include the base
realignment and/or closure (BRAC) of Bergstrom AFB and the
reduction of certain National Guard units, has reduced the
training mission of the present day Camp Swift. Its 11,700 acres
have been utilized by the military since the 1950s, when it was
obtained for use by the TARNG long after the closure of the
former Camp Swift. Some of the training ranges located on the
11,700 acres of the current, active Camp Swift are the same or
are similar to those used by the military during the 1940s at the
former Camp Swift. [See 1946 master plan map of former Camp
Swift (document L-1) and plate 2 for range and training site
locations]

(5) The 1946 mapping (document L-1) of the former Camp
Swift shows areas (subsites), in addition to the present 11,700
acres now belonging to the TARNG, of previous munitions activity,
to include an artillery range, an ammunition storage area, a
booby trap training area, a gas area, and a demolition area, in
widely-scattered regions of the former Camp. A letter (see
document F-4) from the Office of History, USACE, Fort Belvoir,
reveals some of the activity occurring at the former demolition
area. The information in the letter points to extensive, but not
unusual, Army Engineer-type activities being conducted at the
demolition area. These included demolitions involving dynamite,
and mine-clearance exercises using practice mines.



(6) In the "History of Camp Swift, Texas" (see document
E-4), it was pointed out that the first ranges readied for use
were the rifle ranges, since the Camp was a training site for
infantry replacement soldiers. Small-arms ranges would be the
mainstay and would include: machine gun ranges, overhead target
ranges, and moving target ranges. The camp had extensive
artillery capabilities, with the largest range (area A, located
near the town of Ridgeway) having capability for artillery up to
105mm. (See plate 3 for subsite "areas" and plates 2, 4, and 8
for range locations of the former and the present, active camp.)

c¢. Interviews with Site-Related Personnel

(1) Horace "Jim" Duran, retired TARNG senior NCO
technician at the current Camp Swift, was interviewed by
telephone 8 February 1994 and face to face on 9 February 1994. He
escorted the team through a vehicle survey of most of the areas
of the former Camp. Mr. Duran related specific facts on each
area, as he knew them. Photos of this escorted survey are at
appendix J. Mr. Duran knew of no ordnance discoveries (see
document I-1 for interview).

(2) Mark Wilkerson, ranger, Lower Colorado River
Authority (LCRA), met with the team on 9 February 1994 and
escorted it to LCRA land holdings located on Lake Bastrop.

Mr. Wilkerson was aware of the former demolition range of the
former Camp and how the range's alleged OEW contamination is
affecting plans to expand Lake Bastrop State Park. Mr. Wilkerson
knew of no confirmed ordnance discoveries, other than the
munitions items found by the archeologist at Lake Bastrop State
Park (see document I-2 for interview).

(3) Brent Leisure, Park Superintendent, Bastrop State
Park, was contacted 9 February 1994. He reiterated much of the
information obtained from Mr. Wilkerson about the alleged OEW
contamination at the former demolition range, and had no personal
knowledge of any ordnance discoveries at the former demolition
range, other than the’previously-mentioned OEW found by the
archeologist (see document I-3).

(4) Arthur "Art" Black, archeologist, Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department, was interviewed 10 February 1994. Mr. Black
helped complete a 1993 archeological survey of Lake Bastrop State
Park. It was during his survey that Mr. Black and his staff
uncovered practice land mines from the general area of the former
demolition range. As part of his archeological report, he and
his staff reveal the types of ordnance recovered, along with the
locations of these finds (see documents I-4 and E-3).
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(5) On 10 February 1994 at the Bastrop County Sheriff's
Department, the OEW assessment team interviewed
Captain Charlie Littleton and Deputy Lee Conner. Deputy Conner
was previously a member of the Austin Police Department and knew
of some responses by that force in past years to ordnance
discoveries. Deputy Conner's memory of past ordnance discoveries
was general in nature and he could not point out locations of
ordnance discoveries on mapping. Both Captain Littleton and
Deputy Conner agreed that recent discoveries of any ordnance item
on lands of the former Camp Swift are extremely rare (see
appendix I-5).

(6) On 10 February 1994 at the Bastrop Public Library,
the team interviewed a Mrs. Lindsey, whose son discovered a
mortar round during the summer of 1991, near their home on Route
1441, north of Lake Bastrop. The discovery was in area F, a
region which historical documentation shows as a hospital area,
with no munitions-related activities. (see document I-6).

(7) Ken Tuck was contacted 11 February 1994. Tuck, the
owner of a rural, minimally-developed, residential housing
subdivision named Lake Bastrop Acres, located near the grounds of
the former Camp hospital (see document L-1), had discovered some
practice land mines underneath a dirt road on his property. The
mines he found exactly matched the photograph the team showed him
of the mines uncovered by the archeologist, Mr. Black, at
Lake Bastrop State Park [see photographs J-13 (road) and J-15
(mine)l. Mr. Tuck took the team to some parts of his property,
pointing out the dirt road under which the mines were uncovered
and pinpointing the road by plat (lots 11, 12, 13, 14, of block
6, section 4) on his plat map (see document I-7). See plates
3 & 7 for OEW location.

(8) Captain Junot, Company Commander, Camp Swift TARNG,
was interviewed 10 February 1994 at his office at the current
Camp Swift. He escorted the OEW assessment team to Lake Bastrop
State Park, where he and the team walked the area of the former
demolition range, looking for evidence of the surface "flags" his
Engineer Company left a few years prior when searching for
subsurface metal (see document I-8 and photo J-14). No flags
were found.

5. SITE ELIGIBILITY
a. Confirmed Formerly Used Defense Sites

Former land usage by the War Department (DOD) was
previously confirmed for the entire site under consideration by
information contained in the INPR, document E-1, and by the
information in paragraph 4 of this report. The entire
52,191 acres, as shown at plate 1, was the former Camp Swift.
Excluding the 11,700 shaded TARNG acreage shown at plate 1--now
used by the TARNG (and not part of this INPR)--the remaining
40,451 acres are DERP-FUDS eligible, under the INPR.
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b. Potential}Formerly Used Defense Sites

The survey team was given information by
Ms. Patty Mauldin and Mr. Verlin Hemphill, of the Bastrop County
Sheriff's Department, that there was an old missile site located
near Bastrop. The OEW assessment team followed-up on this
information and found an abandoned installation/site enclosed by
chain link fencing, on Route 2136. Photographs of the site and
buildings can be seen at documents J-16 through J-19.

6. VISUAL SITE INSPECTION
a. General Procedures and Safety

(1) The primary task of the Assessment Team was to
ascertain OEW presence due to usage/disposal of the site as an
infantry replacement training center. Onsite inspection was
limited to nonintrusive methods; i.e., subsurface sampling was
neither authorized nor performed.

(2) Real Estate rights of entry were not obtained by
inspection personnel due to the willingness of the present land
owners to accommodate the survey team.

(3) A site safety plan was developed and utilized by the
team to assure safety from injury during the site inspection. A
preinspection briefing was conducted which stressed that OEW
should only be handled by military EOD personnel (reference B-4).

(4) Prior to the visit, a review of available reports,
historical documents, and reference material gathered during the
records search was made to ensure awareness of the types and uses
of potential ordnance.

b. Area A: Artillery Range/Impact Area

In this area, "as with all the other areas, the team was
accompanied by Mr. James Duran. This former artillery range area
is large (plate 3), comprising almost one-fifth of the total
former Camp under consideration for OEW contamination. The
largest single private property owner, the estate of Mrs. Sanders
(recently deceased), owns 5,000 acres of the former artillery
range/impact area. A visit to Andy Wolf, Field Appraiser with
the Bastrop Central Appraisal District, Bastrop, revealed that
hundreds of individuals now hold title to property in this former
range/impact area. The area is very rural, with cattle grazing
being the predominant feature. Solitary houses were sometimes
seen from the road as the team traversed the former range by
vehicle. No people were seen by the team during this survey of
area A. The team walked a number of fence lines in the region,
but saw no OEW (see photographs J-1 through J-3).
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¢. Area B: Ammunition Storage Area

The team travelled to the former cantonment area of the
former Camp and, using the 1946 Master Plan map for Camp Swift
(document L-1), made its way to the former ammunition storage
area. The area is now made up of mobile homes and woodframe
dwellings. Many of these present day residences are built on or
around the remaining foundations of buildings located at the
former ammunition storage area. No interviews indicated the
discovery of any OEW in this area and no OEW was observed during
the survey of area B (see plates 3, 5, and photographs
J-4 through J-6).

d. Area C: Booby Trap Training Area

The land title to this area, now overgrown with scrub
bushes and trees, is held by many private owners. Attempts to
walk into the area were unsuccessful for two reasons:

(1) the ice and rain at the time of attempted entry and;

(2) the thickness of the vegetation. No OEW was
detected in the perimeter of the booby trap training area, but
the team was not able to adequately walk the area. Interviewees,
when shown a map, stated that no OEW had been located in this
general area (see plates 3 and 5, and photographs J-7 and J-8).

e. Area D: Gas Area

This area is in a region similar to the one above. The
1946 map of Camp Swift (document L-1), shows a gas area (area D)
with a location marker and also a separate listing (with location
markers) of two gas chambers. 2An installation listing from the
Chemical and Biological Defense Command (CBDCOM), Aberdeen
Proving Ground, Maryland, lists the former Camp Swift. The
CBDCOM listing states that the 86th Chemical Battalion was
stationed at Camp Swift in 1944, and further states that on
21 May 1943, Headquarters, 97th Division requested flame thrower
manuals be shipped to Camp Swift for training purposes. Neithexr
the team nor any intetrviewee had any experience with OEW
discoveries in this area (see plate 3 and photographs J-7 and
J-8). No gas chamber buildings could be located by the OEW
assessment team.

f. Area E: Munitions Demolition Area

The survey team visited this area with a number of
different people. Mr. Duran, a 30-year employee of Camp Swift
(and a recent retiree), accompanied the team; Captain Junot, from
the current Camp Swift, accompanied the team on a separate day;
Mr. Wilkerson, an LCRA ranger, and Mr. Black, an archeologist,
assisted the team on different occasions. Area E is part of an
expansion area of the Lake Bastrop State Park. Based on the
functions performed in this area over the years that the former
Camp Swift was active (document F-4); and the numbers of "flags"
planted by the TARNG Engineer Company during their subsurface
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sweep of the Grounds for metal (see photograph J-14); and the
fact that archeologists, during their research of the Grounds,
found practice mines and other munitions items (document E-4 and
photograph J-15), the former demolition ground is an area of
concern (see plates 2 and 6). The OEW assessment team found no
QOEW.

g. Area F: Hospital Area

This area has no documentation associated with it to
indicate that munitions training occurred here. 1In 1991 a mortar
round was allegedly found by two teenagers, and in the late 1980s
practice land mines were allegedly found under a dirt road in a

minimally developed, rural subdivision. (More information on
these discoveries can be obtained by referring to paragraph 4.c.,
(6), and (7). The OEW assessment team found no OEW.

h. Area G: Firing Ranges

This area is located northwest of the present, active
Camp Swift and was the site of munitions training during the
training activities of the former Camp Swift. No historical
evidence indicates any OEW discoveries at this site and no
interviewee indicated otherwise. The OEW assessment team found
no OEW.

i. Area H: Remaining Land

This area had no history of ordnance related activities
and interview data failed to reveal any ordnance related
information. The area was not inspected.

7. EVALUATION OF ORDNANCE HAZARDS
a. General Procedures

(1) Each area (subsite) was evaluated to determine
confirmed, potential,®or uncontaminated ordnance presence.
Confirmed ordnance contamination is based on verifiable
historical evidence or direct witness of ordnance items since
site closure. Verifiable historical record evidence consists of
ordnance items located onsite and documented by local bomb
squads, military explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) teams,
newspaper articles, correspondence, and current findings. Direct
witness of ordnance items consists of the site inspection team
directly locating ordnance items by visual inspection.
Additional field data is needed to identify a confirmed site.
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(2) Potential ordnance contamination is based on a lack
of confirmed ordnance. Potential ordnance contamination is
inferred from records or indirect witness. Inference from
historical records would include common practice in production,
storage, usage, or disposal which would have allowed present day
ordnance contamination. Potential ordnance contamination could
also be based on indirect witness or from present day site
features. Additional field data is needed to confirm potential
ordnance areas (subsites).

(3) Uncontaminated ordnance areas (subsites) are based
on a lack of confirmed or potential ordnance contamination.
There is no reasonable evidence, either direct or inferred, to
suggest present day ordnance contamination. Additional field
data is not needed to assess uncontaminated ordnance areas
(subsites).

b. Area A: Artillery Range/Impact Area

This 7,763 acre area is extremely rural, with cattle
being the predominant living animal. The land is privately
owned, with the titles being held by literally hundreds of
individuals. There are very few dwellings located in this area.
OEW would possibly not come into contact with a human because of
the small numbers of dwellings in the area and the vast amounts
of land devoted to cattle grazing. Based on the fact that the
area was an active artillery range for a number of years and
historically such ranges have varying degrees of subsurface OEW
(even after ordnance sweeps), it is probable that OEW is present.
The chances that a human will contact OEW (energized
ammunition/components) in area A and suffer injury or death as a
result are low. There is potential for OEW contamination in
area A.

¢. Area B: Ammunition Storage Area

No interviewee was aware of any OEW discoveries in this
area. The area is now rural residential, with residences in
close proximity to foundations of former buildings. Because
accountability of munitions items in a storage area is generally
quite good, and there is no historical documentation or
interviewee information indicating any OEW discoveries, area B is
considered uncontaminated.
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d. Area C: Booby Trap Training Area

The nature of items used in this area during the time
that the former Camp Swift was operational would, in itself,
decrease substantially the likelihood of life threatening injury
or death if contact with such an item resulted in its operation.
However, often injury from unauthorized operation can occur
because such practice items as simulators, etc. have an
appearance that belies their destructiveness. Injuries from such
items are often painful, permanent, and debilitating, but rarely
life threatening. Since there was no information uncovered by
the OEW assessment team to indicate that area C is contaminated,
it is considered to be uncontaminated.

e. Area D: Gas Area

The team could find no evidence of chemical group A
(highly toxic) materiel being within the confines of the former
Camp Swift. A listing of FUDS compiled by CBDCOM includes the
former Camp Swift. In the History of Camp Swift (see page 46 of
document E-4), reference is made to the chemical warfare section
of Camp Swift. The 1946 Camp Swift map (see document L-1) shows
a "gas area" and a separate location for gas chamber (chemical
group B) buildings. The OEW assessment team could not verify the
location of any of the structures in these areas. No information
was obtained by the OEW assessment team, either through
interviews or historical documentation, indicating any previous
discoveries of any chemical munitions OEW. Area D is considered
uncontaminated.

f. Area E: Munitions Demolition Area

This area is located on property being used by the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department. It has confirmed past ordnance
usage and confirmed past discoveries of OEW. Past discoveries
were of practice mines and practice mine fuzes but, because of
the activities of military engineering units in Area E with
explosive items (see document F-4), it is possible that a high
explosive (HE) item will be unearthed in the future. Because of
the expansion plans for this area and the accompanying increase
in public use, the hazards to the public will, likewise, only
increase. There is confirmed OEW contamination at area E.

g. Area F: Hospital Area

(1) This area, which was not the site of any known
munitions training, had two alleged OEW discoveries brought to
the attention of the QOEW assessment team during the February 1994
survey. One of the alleged discoveries was of an HE mortar
round, located in the woods behind a rural housing area north of
Route 1441 (see plates 1 and 7). The mother of one of the
teenagers who allegedly found the round during August 1991,
stated to the team that the responding EOD unit from Fort Sam
Houston warned the family of the extreme danger of the item as
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found. (A telephone call to the EOD unit at Fort Sam Houston
failed to confirm their response). The other alleged discovery,
practice land mines, was in the general vicinity of the former
Camp hospital, now the site of Lake Bastrop Acres, a minimally-
developed rural residential subdivision composed mainly of
undeveloped, platted lots.

(2) The 575 acres of area F (plates 3 and 7) has no
historical documentation pointing to it as being the site of any
munitions training. However, because of the alleged discoveries
of the mortar round and the practice mines in this area, its
status must be changed to potential contamination. Although no
interviewee mentioned it and no historical documentation pointed
to it, common practice would suggest a medical waste dump site
somewhere near the former hospital. This, or another type dump
in the region, might explain the presence of munitions items on
property which fails to show up in any documentation as being a
munitions related area. Personnel have in the past, and still
do, discard munitions items or munitions residue in unauthorized
areas, with various types of dumps being highly popular. Based
solely on the past isolated discoveries by Mr. Tuck and the
teenager, Eric Lindsey, this area has potential ordnance
contamination.

h. Area G: Firing Ranges

This area is the site of former small arms firing ranges
and infantry training using small arms at the former Camp Swift.
The present, active Camp Swift uses ranges abutting this former
range area. According to information obtained from Captain
Junot, TARNG, the current Camp Swift munitions training does not
extend into area G. The 1946 master plan map for Camp Swift
(document L-1) showed that area G was used for small arms
training. HTRW (lead) contamination from spent small arms
bullets is possible. No historical documentation or interview
data pointed to any OEW contamination in area G.

Area G has no OEW contamination.

i. Area H: Remaining Land

This area was not used for munitions training. It is considered
uncontaminated, since no documentation or interviews indicate
otherwise.

8. SITE ORDNANCE TECHNICAL DATA
a. End Item Technical Data

(1) While no comprehensive list of the exact
types/models of ammunition used at the former Camp Swift could be
located, the following table lists ammunition items which one
could reasonably expect, based on general historical
documentation of past practices and range sizes and layouts.



(2) Table 8-1 has been developed to establish a list of
potential ordnance items and their fillers that probably were
used and therefore could exist at surface or subsurface levels in
some areas within the former site. This table was developed
based on historical documentation. The model numbers used are.
sometimes speculative, but based on common items/models used
during the time. The types of items discovered since closure are
indicated by an asterisk.
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TABLE 8-1
AMMUNITION USED AND EXPLOSIVE/CHEMICAL FILLER

ITEM MODEL/TYPE FILLER/WEIGHT
Cartridge, Ball None 40 gr lead bullet
.22 Cal., long rifle Brass or gilding metal
cartridge case
Propelling charge 2.86 gr smokeless powder
Cartridge M2 Ball Lead Antimony
.30 Cal., M2 AP Tungsten Chrome Steel

with gilding metal

Propelling charge
base

Cartridge

.50 Cal.,
with gilding
metal jacket

M1 Tracer
T10 Tracer

M2 Ball

M2 AP

M1l Tracer
M10 Tracer
M17 Tracer
M21 Tracer

Tracer Composition
Incendiary Composition
Single-base or Double-

(DB) powder

Soft Steel

Tungsten Chrome Steel
Tracer Composition
Tracer Composition
Tracer Composition
Tracer Composition

M1 Incend Incendiary Composition
Propelling charge Single-base or DB powder
Cartridge
.30-06 M1909/blank --
Mine, * T1l/practice* practice
antitank M1/HE 6 lbs TNT
Lead azide and tetryl
Priming mix
Tetryl booster
Dynamite M1 RDX
Binder
Guar gum
Projectile
75MM M48/HE 1.47 lbs TNT
.92 1lbs. FNH powder
M64 /WP 1.35 1lbs White
phosphorous
.92 lbs FNH powder
M89 /Smoke 1.68 lbs. HE
.16 lbs FNH powder
Smoke mixture
Projectile
105MM M1/HE 4.8 lbs TNT
Fuze, P.D. M48
Detonator
Superquick Lead azide
Delay Compressed black powder
pellet
Booster M20
Detonator Lead azide over tetryl

*items discovered since closure of which the OEW team is aware
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TABLE 8-1
AMMUNITION USED AND EXPLOSIVE/CEEMICAL FILLER

ITEM MODEL/TYPE FILLER/WEIGHT
Closing cup Tetryl
Booster pellet Tetryl
Propelling charge 3.04 lbs. FNH powder, Ml
Mortar *
6 0MM M49/H.E. 1.29 lbs. Comp B
M302/WP White Phosphorous
81MM M43 /HE 1.22 lbs TNT
.37 gr primer mix
700 gr double-base powder
M45/HE 4.48 lbs TNT
M57 /WP 4.04 lbs white
phosphorous :
820 gr DB powder
Grenade, rifle M9 /AT 4 oz 50/50 Pentolite
M28/HEAT
M29/Prac.
Fuze Priming mixture
Lead Azide
Tetryl
Booster Tetryl
Simulators
booby trap M117/flash
booby trap M118/illum.
booby trap M119/whistling
Grenade, hand MK II Bursting charge
fragmentation .74 oz E.C. Black powder
Fuze M10 '
Primer MK V .4 gr Primer mixture
Delay - time fuse Black powder train
Detonator 7 gr loose black powder
Rocket
2.36 inch M6 /HE .5 1lbs 50/50 pentolite
Lead azide and tetryl
Primexr/booster
M10/WP 0.9 lbs White Phosphorus
3.5 inch M28/HEAT 1.93 lbs Comp B
.36 lbs propellent
M30 /WP 2.23 1lbs White Phosphorus

* items discovered since closure of which the OEW team is aware
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b. Chemical Data of Ordnance Fillers

Table 8-2 has been developed to provide information on
the explosive chemical compounds used in the ordnance cited in

Table 8-1.
TABLE 8-2
CHEMICAL DATA OF ORDNANCE FILLERS

Explosive Synonyms Chemical
Material Compounds
TNT 2,4,6, Trinitroltoluene CgH,CH; (NO,);
Black Powder

74% Potassium .

Nitrate Salt Peter, Niter KNO,3

11% Sulphur S

16% Charcoal C
Nitroglycerine Glyceryl Trinitrate C3HN;0,

Pentolite (50/50)
TNT
PETN

PETN

2,4,6 trinitrotoluene

Pentaerythritol
Tetranitrate;

2,2-bis (Nitrooxyl)Methyl;
1,3-Propanediol;

Pentrite, Nitropenta; TEN

C5H2CH3 (Noz) 3
C (CH,ONO,) 4

CgHgO, (NO3) 4

White Phosphorus P
Tetryl 2,4,6 Trinitrophenyl C,HN.O4
Methane Nitromine
Composition B
60% RDX Trimethylene (NCH,) N,
trinitramine;
cyclonite
FNH Powder, Type I1
Nitrocellulose Guncotton; pyroxylin; (CgHgO5 (NO,) N
Dibutylphthalate gelling agent CeH, (CO,C Hy) ,
Guncotton (see nitrocellulose) N,
13% nitrogen
Lead azide Pb (N,),
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9. OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS

a. Hazardous, Toxic, and Radiological Waste

There are two potential sites/sources of HTRW, as

follows:
(1) at the abandoned installation located on Route 2136
(discussed in section 5 b.)
(2) at area G (discussed in paragraph 7 h.)

b. Building Demolition/Debris Removal
At the abandoned installation located on Route 2136, many
structures exist. The Fort Worth District, USACE, should perform

a preliminary assessment (PA) to determine eligibility for a
building demolition/debris removal (BD/DR) project.
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REFERENCE SOURCES

The following organizations and personnel are acknowledged for their support

Organization

Name

Telephone Nature of Support

FEDERAL AGENCIES

Geography & Map Division
Library of Congress
Washington, DC

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Defense Technical
Information Center
Cameron Station
Alexandria, VA 22304

Defense Libraries on Disk
Pentagon Library, Room 1A518
Washington, DC

Defense Logistics Studies
Information Exchange

U.S. Army Log Mgmt College
Fort Lee, VA

ARMY

Military History
Institute

Carlisle Barracks, PA

Washington Military
Records
Washington, DC

GOVERNMENT SOURCES

Staff

Computer

Computer

Computer

(202) 707-8530 No Information

(800) 225-3842 Automated Search

Automated Search
No information

Automated Search
No information

Ms. Louis Arnold (717) 245-3103 No Information

Friend

Mr. Ken Sclessinger (202) 501-5385 Referrals




The following organizations and personnel are acknowledged for their support

REFERENCE SOURCES

Organization

Name

Telephone

Nature of Support

ARMY (cont.)
EOD, 137th Ordnance
Fort Sam Houston, TX

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Fort Worth District

Attn: CESWF-PD-EE

Fort Worth, TX 96102

E
Soil Conservation Service
Bastrop, TX

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
National Archives

Military Reference Branch
Washington, DC

National Archives
Southwest Region
Fort Worth, TX 76115

National Archives
Mid-Atlantic Region
Philadelphia, PA 10107

Sgt Hagen (DSN)

Staff

Staff

Staff

staff

Sstaff

(817)

(505)

(202)

(817)

(215)

471-2906

334-3223

865-4642.

501-5385

334-5525

597-3000

EOD Report

Maps and Documents

Soil and Geology Information

No information

No information

No information




REFERENCE SOURCES

The following organizations and personnel are acknowledged for their support

Organization

Name Telephone

Nature of Support

_GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION (cont.)
National Archives Staff (703)
Cartographic &
Architectural Branch
Washington, DC

Washington National Staff (301)
Records Center -

National Archives

4205 Suitland Parkway

Suitland, MD

National Archives Staff (202)
Records Admin.,

Still Pictures Branch

Washington, DC

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish & Wildlife Division sStaff (512)
National Wildlife Service
611 East 6th Street

Austin,

TX

78701

Fish & Wildlife Division Staff (512)
Ecological Services
611 East 6th Street

Austin,

TX

78701

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Federal Prison Rick Cherwinski (512)

Bastrop,

X

756-6700

763-7410

502-5455

482-5700

482-5436

321-9228

No information

No information

No information

Referrals

Endangered species list

No information




The following organizations and personnel are acknowledged for their support

REFERENCE SOURCES

Organization Name Telephone Nature of Support
STATE AGENCIES
Texas Parks & Wildlife Dept Brent Leisure (512) 321-2101 Interview
Bastrop State Park Superintendent (I-3)
Bastrop, TX Art Black (409) 567-4593 Interview
Archeologist (I-4)
Lower Colorado River Authority" Mark Wilkerson (512) 473-3246 Interview
Basgstrop, TX Ranger (1-2)
Roy Belcher (409) 242-3351 Interview
: (1-2)
Texas Natural Resources Andrew Poth (512) 463-8337 Maps
Information System Researcher
Austin, TX
Camp Swift Reserve Center Capt Junot (512) 321-2497 Interview
Bastrop, TX (I-8)
Adjutant General Office Rick Owens (512) 465-5791 Documents
2210 West 35th Street
Bldg. 41
P.O. Box 5218
Austin, TX
Adjutant General Office John Schreiber (512) 465-5659 Camp History

Camp Mayberry
P.O. Box 5218
Rustin, TX




REFERENCE SOURCES
The following organizations and personnel are acknowledged for their support

Oxrganization Name Telephone Nature of Support
STATE AGENCIES (cont.)
Austin History Center Staff (512) 499-7480 Camp History

Austin Public Library
P.O. Box 2287
Austin, TX

Texas DNR Conservation Comm. Staff (512) 239-2365 No information
Pollution Clean-Up Division

P.O. Box 13087

Austin, TX

Texas Historical Comm. (SHPO) staff (502) 463-5867. Cultural Resource Information
1511 Colorado
Austin, TX

COUNTY AGENCIES
Bastrop County Andy Wolf (512) 321-3925 Interview

Appraisal Office Appraiser (I-9)
Bastrop, TX

Bastrop County Charles Littleton Interview
Sheriff's Dept Captain Lee Conner (512) 321-8200 (1-5)

Bastrop, TX Deputy (512) 321-8200 Interview
(1-5)

Bastrop County Courthouse Shirley Wilhelm (512) 321-3443 Documents

Bastrop, TX




REFERENCE SOURCES
The following organizations and personnel are acknowledged for their support

Organization Name Telephone Nature of Support

NON-GOVERNMENT SOURCES

NATIONAL
DIALOG Information Computer (312) 726-9206 Automated Search
Services, Inc. No information

3460 Hillview Avenue
Palo Alto, CA

gcientific and Technical Computer (205) 992-9820 Automated Search
Information Library Automation No information
System

SIRSI Corporation
689 Discovery Drive
Huntsville, AL 35806

Online Computer Library Computer (800) 848-5878 Automated Search
6565 Frantz Road
Dublin, OH 43017

LOCAL
Red Rock, TX H. "Jim" Duran (512) 303-0332 Interview
(I-1)
Bastrop, TX Mrs. Lindsey Interview
(1-6)
Bastrop, TX Kenneth Tuck Interview

(I-7)
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1. U.S. Dept of Agriculture, “Soil Survey-Bastrop County,
Texas,” March 1979.

2. War Department, “Ammunition Inspection Guide,” TM 9-1904,
March 1944 (D-1, D-2, D-3, D-4, D-5, D-6, D-7, D-8, D-9).

3. War Department, “Rockets,” TM 9-1950, 9 July 1945 (D-5).

4. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Rock Island District, "Site
safety Plan for Ordnance and Explosive Waste", 25 June 1992.
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AFB

AP
BD/DR
BTU/1b.
CBDCOM

Chemical Group A

Chemical Group B

Chemical Group C

CWM
Comp B

CON/HTRW

DERP-FUDS

DOD
DB
EE/CA
EOD

F

FDE
FUDS
HE

HEAT

APPENDIX C

GLOSSARY

Air Force Base

Armor Piercing

Building Demolition/Debris Removal
British Thermal Unit per pound

Chemical and Biological Defense Command

Highly toxic. The most dangerous chemicals
to handle.

Materials in this group require masks be worn
and are choking, blood, tear, or vomiting
agents, or smoke.

White Phosphorus and plasticized white
phosphorus are the two examples in this
group.

Chemical Warfare Material

Composition B

Containerized Hazardous, Toxic, & Radiologic
Waste.

Defense Environmental Restroration Program-
Formerly Used Defense Sites

Department of Defense

Déuble Base

Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis
Explosive Ordnance Disposal

Fahrenheit

Findings and Determination of Eligibility
Formerly Used Defense Sites

High Explosive

High Explosive Anti-Tank



HTRW Hazardous, Toxic, and Radiological Waste

Illum. I1luminating or Illumination
INPR Inventory Project Report

LBJ Lyndon B. Johnson

1bs pounds

LCRA Lower Colorado River Authority
MK Mark

MM Millimeter

NCO Non-commissioned Officer
NOFA No further action

OEW Ordnance and Explosive Waste
0z Ounce

PA Preliminary Assessment

PD Point Detonating

POW Prisoner of War

Prac Practice

RD/RA Remedial Design/Remedial Action
SI Site Inspection

TARNG Texas Army National Guard
USACE U;S. Army Corps of Engineers
WP White Phosphorus

WW I World War One

WW II World War Two
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APPENDIX D

TEXTS/MANUALS

D-1 Small Arms Ammunition (B-2)

D-2 Artillery Ammunition (B-2)

D-3 Mines (B~-2)
D-4 Mortars (B-2)
D-5 Rockets (B-2 and B-3)
D-6 Grenades (B-2)
D-7 Simulators . (B-2)

D-8 Dynamite (B-2)
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— Types of Small-arms Ammunition
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135. Booby-Trapping and Improvisation

a. Booby-Trapping Antitank Mines. A booby-trapping (equipped with
antiremoval device) antitank mine (fig. 186) is one that, in addition to its
main fuze, is fitted with one or more secondary fuzes that are intended
to act as an antilift device and to cause the mine to explode when
an attempt is made by the enemy to remove it. In the case of a heavy
type service or practice antitank mine, a secondary fuze consists of a firing
device and the appropriate activator (par. 1334). In the case of a light
type service or practice antitank mine, a secondary fuze consists of a fir-
ing device fitted with a nonelectric blasting cap. Secondary fuzes may
be fitted to an antitank mine or to another mine or explosive charge laid
close beneath or beside it. The mines or charges and firing devices in
such an arrangement are connected by wires and laid in a manner that,
upon the enemy’s attempt, by his prescribed method of “safe” removal,

B A PD 116923 g

Installation of a boobytrapped antitank mine.
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Figure 97.  Typical mortar practice and traiming shell.
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Figure 159. Rocket, HE, AT, 3.5-inch, M28A2.

(HE, AT) rocket M28A2 has the conventional electrically ignited solid
propellant motor  with fixed fin and uses the base detonating fuze
M404A1 with waterproofing safety band. The rocket M28A2 has a
velocity of 320 feet per second, will penetrate upwards of 10%2 inches of
armor-plate, and has a maximum range of 850 yards. The smoke (WP)
rocket M30 (T127E3) has the same general shape, weight, and ballistics
as the HE, AT rocket M28A2 and uses the same type motor and det-
onating fuze; the head is filled with white phosphorus for producing
screening smoke. The practice rocket M29A2 is the same as the HE,
AT rocket M28A2 except that it has cast iron inert head and dummy
fuze.



b. Fragmentation. A typical fragmentation hand grenade is GRENADE,
hand, fragmentation, M26 (T38E1) (fig. 67). This is an improved type
that consists of a thin metal body, approximately the size and shape of a
lemon, lined with a wire-wound coil, and replaces the older type (Mk 2)

cast iron body.

The M26 body is approximately 2% inches in diameter

. (FUZE, DETONATING,
~“|M204AT OR M204A2

SAFETY PIN

PULL RING

__-SAFETY LEVER

RAPD 167591A

Grenade, hand, fragréntation, M26 ( T38EI ) fuzed with fuze M20441 or M204A2.
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SAFETY, PN = . i
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Figure-70. Simulator, hand grenade, M116 (T79).



— 356

‘RA PD 131036

Fzgure 157. Simulator, booby trap, flash, M117 (T80); illuminating, M118 (T8!1); and
whistling, M119 (T82).

d. Simulators are pyrotechnic devices designed to imitate the actual
battle sounds, flashes, and lights of service items of ammunition. They
are used in the training of troops for conditioning without being sub-
jected to the hazards of handling live ammunition. The details of pur-
pose, description, functioning, instructions, and precautions are given in
TM 9-1981. Training pyrotechnics are to be handled with the same
precautions as prescribed for their service counterparts.
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APPENDIX E

REPORTS/STUDIES
E-1 DERP-FUDS INPR (Site No. K06TX030400) - OEW Project
K06TX030402 (B-5).
E-2 DERP-FUDS INPR (Site No. K06TX030400) - BD/DR Project

K06TX030401 (B-6).

E-3 Stone Projectile Points to WW II Tank Destroyers and Land
Mines: Intensive Archeological Survey at Lake Bastrop State Park
(excerpt), December 1993 (B-11).

E-4 History of Camp Swift, Texas, O.P. Houston & W.E. Long, 1958
(B-17) .



SITE SURVEY SUMMARY SHEET
FOR
DERP-FUDS SITE NO. K06TX030400
LOWER COLORADO RIVER AUTHORITY, ET AL, PROPERTY, TX
OCTOBER 1991

SITE NAME: Lower Colorado River Authority, et al, property,
formerly Camp swift, TX.

LOCATION: The former camp is located three miles northeast of
Bastrop, Bastrop County, TX. (See attached site map. )

SITE HISTORY: The U.S. Government acquired 52,191.26 acres
(52,092.76 fee acres and 98.5 lease acres) on 23 March 1942. The
site was used by the Army as an infantry replacement training
camp. The Army constructed numerous barracks, warehouses,
support buildings, training facilities and areas, recreational
facilities, artillery ranges, motorpool vehicle parking areas
with gasoline pumps and storage tanks, and security boundary
fences. The property was declared excess to the War Assets
Administration (WAA) on 5 May 1947. Following the declaration of
excess, 373.99 acres were deeded to the state of Texas,
Department of Health, and the Federal Farmers Mortgage
Corporation assumed accountability of 83.0 acres. Over a period
of time, 35,633.52 acres were sold to various individuals, and
the General Services Administration (GSA) terminated the lease
covering 98.5 acres. in 1952, the Department of the Army
withdrew from surplus the remaining 16,002.25 acres and
reacquired, by direct purchase and condemnation, 1,298.75 acres
which had previously been disposed. The 17,301.00 acres were
held in an inactive status for mobilization purposes with a
portion being used by the National Guard for training. In 1962,
5,522.70 acres were reported excess to GSA and the remaining
lands licensed by the Army to the state of Texas for training of
the Texas National Guard. In 1982, an additional 78.15 acres
were reported excess to the GSA. Currently, lands which were
disposed of are owned by the Federal Correctional Institute,
Lower Colorado River Authority (LCRA), and numerous private
individuals. The large private ownership is due to the
development of two subdivisions in the former cantonment area.

SITE VISIT: A site visit was conducted on 22 April 1991, by
Randy Niebuhr, CESWF-ED-GH. Mr. Niebuhr met with Mr. Dan Crouch,
an archaeologist for the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, and
they toured a section of the former ordnance demolition area.

CATEGORY OF HAZARD: BD/DR and QEW,

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: There is a potential OEW project at this
site. This INPR addresses only the potential OEW project. An
INPR was previously submitted in June 1991 which addressed the
BD/DR project.

£-



OEW. Camp Swift had two large artillery ranges, a das
training area, booby trap area, and a demolition area. When the
Government sold the land, which was an ordnance area, the deeds
to the new owners contained restrictions limiting activity on the
land to surface use. However, that portion of the demolition
area owned by LCRA had no restriction clauses in the deeds.
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department has leased the LCRA
demolition area and plans to develop the land into a State park.
The investigation of the demolition area is beyond the scope of
this PA. The potential OEW project is discussed further under
Project No. K06TX030402.

AVAILABLE STUDIES AND REPORTS8: None identified.

FORT WORTH DISTRICT POC: Randy Niebuhr, 817/334-3223.



DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION PROGRAM
FORMERLY USED DEFENSE SITES PROGRAM
FINDINGS AND DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY
LOWER COLORADO RIVER AUTHORITY, ET AL, PROPERTY, TX
SITE NO. K06TX030400

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The U.S. Government acquired 52,191.26 acres (52,092.76 fee
acres and 98.5 lease acres) on 23 March 1942. The site was
developed and named Camp Swift and was used by the Army as an
infantry replacement training camp.

2. The Army constructed numerous barracks, warehouses, support
buildings, training facilities and areas, recreational
facilities, artillery ranges, motorpool vehicle parking areas
with gasoline pumps and storage tanks, and security boundary
fences. Camp Swift remained active until 1947, when its
functions were moved elsewhere in the United States.

3. On 5 May 1947, the former training camp, 52,191.26 acres, was
declared excess to the War Assets Administration (WAA) .,

Following the declaration of excess, 373.99 acres were deeded to
the state of Texas, Department of Health, and the Federal Farmers
Mortgage Corporation assumed accountability of 83.0 acres. Over
a period of time, 35,633.52 acres were sold to various
individuals, and the General Services Administration (GSA)
terminated the lease covering 98.5 acres. In 1852, the
Department of the Army withdrew from surplus the remaining
16,002.25 acres and reacquired, by direct purchase and
condemnation, 1,298.75 acres which had previously been disposed.
The 17,301.0 acres were held in an inactive status for
mobilization purposes with a portion being used by the National
Guard for training. In 1962, 5,522.70 acres were reported excess
to the GSA and the remaining lands licensed by the Army to the
state of Texas for training of the Texas National Guard. 1In
1982, an additional.78.15 acres were reported excess to the GSA.
Currently, the disposed lands are owned by the Federal
Correctional Institute, Lower Colorado River Authority {LCRA),
and numerous private individuals. The deeds for the lands
disposed, which were used for artillery purposes, contained
restrictions limiting activity on the land to surface use.
However, that portion of the demolition area owned by the LCRA
.Qég’ggfrestriction clauses in the deed. The LCRA and Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department have requested the demolition area be
investigated for possible EXO hazards.

This report does not address the portion of the site which is
currently licensed for use by the Texas National Guard
(approximately 11,700 acres) and is not eligible for
consideration under DERP-FUDS.



DETERMINATION

Based on the foregoing findings of fact, the site has been
determined to be formerly used by the Department of Defense. It
is, therefore, eligible for the Defense Environmental Restoration

Program - Formerly Used Defense Sites established under 10 U.S.C.
2701 et seq.

3ol LD

IDATE ROBERT L. HERNDON

Brigadier General, USA
Commanding




PROJECT SUMMARY SHEET
FOR
DERP-FUDS OEW PROJECT NO. K06TX030402
LOWER COLORADO RIVER AUTHORITY, ET AL, PROPERTY, TX
SITE NO. K06TX030400
OCTOBER 1991

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Camp Swift had two large artillery ranges,

a gas area, booby trap area, and a demolition area. The

preliminary assessment did not find any records which would

indicate tuat unexploded ordnance had been found at the ordnance
areas. One of the former artillery ranges is owned by Lower
Tolorado River Authority (LCRA) and General Services

Administration {GSA). The LCRA has leased their portion of the
range to a mining company for strip mining of lignite coal. The’}q}
remainder of the ggggg_ghith;§“;g§§ed to the Texas National S

Guard, is not_giigjblg;under_DERP:EUDS;andwis not a part of this

project. Practice land mines have been found at the demolition
area, however, the mines did not contain explosives. The Texas

Parks and Wildlife Department has leased that portion of the
former demolition area owned by LCRA and plans to develop the
site into a State park. Mr. Dan Crouch, archaeologist for Texas
Parks and Wildlife, has found records indicating some of the
ordnance used at Camp Swift contained white phosphorous.
Engineering units were also trained at Camp Swift and practiced
demolition of bridges and other structures.

PROJECT ELIGIBILITY: Records and maps indicate the artillery
ranges, booby trap area, gas area, and demolition area were
established and used by the Army. There has been no subseguent
use of the site for ordnance related purposes. Any unexploded
ordnance remaining at the site is the result of Department of
Defense activity. This site has been evaluated in accordance
with Appendix A of CEMP-RT memorandum, 5 April 1990, subject:
Defense Environmental Restoration Program for Formerly Used
Defense Sites (DERP-FUDS) - Program Execution Policy and Criteria
for Explosive Ordnance (EXO).

PROJECT CONSIDERATIONS: When the Government sold the former
ordnance areas, deeds to new owners contained restrictions whic’
limited activity on the land to surface use. However, that
portion of the demolition area, which is owned by LCRA and is
leased to Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, was void of any
restriction clauses. The site has not been used for ordnance
related purposes by the current owners. There do not appear to
be any documents or policy which absolve the government fronm
responsibility for site restoration.

PROPOSED ACTIVITIES: Texas National Guard swept the former
demolition area with metal detectors in April and May 1991. The
‘netal detector accuracy was limited to a very shallow depth.
This INPR should be referred to the Huntsville Division for a
determination of .further action.

E-1



RAC: Attached. The Risk
indicating action is requ

FORT WORTH DISTRICT POC:

Assessment Code for the site is 2,
ired to mitigate potential hazards.

Randy Niebuhr, 817/334-3223.
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SITE SURVEY SUMMARY SHEET
FOR
DERP-FUDS SITE NO. KO06TX030400
LOWER COLORADO RIVER AUTHORITY ET AL PROPERTY, TX
FEBRUARY 1991

SITE NAME: Lower Colo;ado River Authority et al property, for-
merly Camp Swift, Texas.

LOCATION: The former camp is located 3 miles northeast of
Bastrop, Bastrop County, Texas. (See attached site map).

SITE HISTORY: The U.S. Government acquired 52,191.26 acres
(52,092.76 fee acres and 98.5 lease acres) on 23 March 1942. The
site was used by the Army as an infantry replacement training
camp. The Army constructed numerous barracks, warehouses, sup-
port buildings, training facilities and areas, and recreational
facilities. The property was declared excess to the War Assets
Administration (WAA) on 5 May 1947. Following the declaration of
excess, 373.99 acres were deeded to the State of Texas, Depart-
ment of Health; and the Federal Farmers Mortgage Corporation as-
sumed accountability of 83.0 acres. The remaining 35,633.52
acres were sold to various individuals and the General Services
Administration (GSA) terminated the lease covering 98.5 acres.

In 1952, the Department of the Army withdrew from surplus the
remaining 16,002.25 acres and reacquired by direct purchase and
condemnation 1,298.75 acres which had previously been disposed
of. The 17,301.0 acres were held in an inactive status for mobi-
lization purposes with a portion being used by the National Guard
for training. In 1962, 5,522.70 acres were reported excess to
GSA and the remaining lands licensed by the Army to the State of
Texas for training of the Texas National Guard. In 1982, an ad-
ditional 78.15 acres were reported excess to the GSA. Currently,
lands which were disposed of are owned by the Federal Correc-
tional Institute, Lower Colorado River Authority, and numerous
private individuals. ‘'The large private ownership is due to the
development of two subdivisions in the former cantonment area.

SITE VISIT: A site visit was conducted on 26 June 1990, by
Messrs. Ron Zunker and Randyv Niebuhr, CESWF-ED-G. They met with
Messrs. Paul Hilger, District Administrator for Congressman J. J.
Pickle, Bill Leisering, Lower Colorado River Authority, and L. C.
Smith, Bastrop County Department of Health and Sanitation.

CATEGORY OF HAZARD: BD/DR.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Locate all manhole locations via historical
and physical searches. All manholes that exist on publicly-owned
land, and which are not to be used by the LCRA, are to be capped
with temporary concrete caps. The BD/DR project is proposed un-
der Project No. KO0B6TX030401.



SITE NO. K06TX030400

In view of the Lower Colorado River Authority project, this BD/DR has

congressional interest from the area's representative.

FORT WORTH DISTRICT POC: Randy Niebuhr, 817/334-3223.



DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION PROGRAM
FORMERLY USED DEFENSE SITES PROGRAM
FINDINGS AND DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY
LOWER COLORADO RIVER AUTHORITY ET AL PROPERTY, TX
SITE NO. K06TX030400

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The U.S. Government acquired 52,191.26 acres {562,092.76 fee
acres and 98.5 lease acres) on 23 March 1942. The site was
developed and named Camp Swift and was used by the Army as an in-
fantry replacement training camp.

2. The Army constructed numerous barracks, warehouses, support
buildings, training facilities and areas, and recreational
facilities. Camp Swift remained active until 1947, when 1its
functions were moved elsewhere in the U.s.

3. On 5 May 1947, the former training camp, 52,191.26 acres, was
declared excess to the War Assets Administration (WAA). Follow-
ing the declaration of excess, 373.89 acres were deeded to the
State of Texas, Department of Health; and the Federal Farmers
Mortgage Corporation assumed accountability of 83.0 acres. The
remaining 35,633.52 acres were sold to various individuals and
the General Services Administration (GSA) terminated the lease
covering 98.5 acres. In 1952, the Department of the Army
withdrew from surplus the remaining 16,002.25 acres and reac-
quired by direct purchase and condemnation 1,298.75 acres which
had previously been disposed of. The 17,301.0 acres were held in
an inactive status for mobilization purposes with a portion being
used by the National Guard for training. In 1962, 5,522.70 acres
were reported excess to GSA and the remaining lands licensed by
the Army to the State of Texas for training of the Texas National
Guard. In 1982, an additional 78.15 acres were reported excess
to the GSA. Currently, lands which were disposed of are owned by
the Federal Correctional Institute, Lower Colorado River
Authority and numerous private individuals. None of the deeds
apparently contained restrictions, restoration conditions, war-
ranties, or similar provisions.

This report does not address the portion of the site which 1is
currently licensed for use by the Texas National Guard
(approximately 11,700 acres) and is not eligible for considera-
tion under DERP-FUDS.

E-2



DETERMINATION

Based on the foregoing findings of fact, the site has been deter-
mined to be formerly used by DOD. It is, therefore, eligible for
the Defense Environmental Restoration Program - Formerly Used
Defense Sites established under 10 U.S.C. 2701 et seq,.

3wt %/ iy A ong.

ATE STANLEA G. GENEgA
é7b Briga?ﬁer General, USA
Commanding

E-2



PROJECT SUMMARY SHEET
FOR
DERP-FUDS BD/DR PROJECT NO. KO6TX030401
LOWER COLORADO RIVER AUTHORITY ET AL PROPERTY, TX
SITE NO. K06TX030400
FEBRUARY 1991

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Sewage lines, manholes, and treatment facilities were
constructed in association with Camp Swift. Over a period of time, many of
the estimated 500 metal manhole covers have either disintegrated or been
removed. None of the lines, manholes, or treatment facilities have been
beneficially used by current owmers. Two housing subdivisiomns, totaling
approximately 400 homes, and a federal correctional institute have been
constructed in the former camp cantonment area. The open manholes are
. camouflaged by tall grass and pose a potential safety hazard to the
residents of the subdivisions. The Lower Colorado River Authority (LCRA)
does intend to link the subdivisions and the correctional institute to a
new sanitary sewer system, and will use a portion of the in-place sewer
lines. The manholes that are to be used in the new LCRA system, or exist
on private property, will not be included in this BD/DR project.

PROJECT ELIGIBILITY: Records indicate that the former camp, with its
supporting facilities and utilities, was built and used by the Army during
the time when it was an active military installation.

POLICY CONSIDERATIONS: Those portions of the former camp's sewer lines and

access manholes, approximately 300, which are to be utilized by the LCRA in,

developing their new system, Or exist on private property, are not proposed
as a part of this project.

PROPOSED PROJECT: Physically locate approximately 200 sewer manholes.

Place concrete caps on the manholes. The caps should be heavy enough to
prevent removal by private parties without the assistance of lifting

machinery.

DD FORM 1391: Attached;

FORT WORTH DISTRICT POC: Randy Niebuhr, 817/334-3223.



Figure 36. Kick-up bottle base (Specimen 2-1), site 41BP344.

Site 41BP354

The artifacts recovered will be discussed by the major functional category to which they belong.

PRACTICE ANTITANK MINES

Seven antitank mine cases and one fuze were found in what appeared to be the remains of a
deliberately laid field. Some of the mines were also associated with the metal attachment by which the
fuze was activated, the "spider." Because these are not commonly encountered in archeological

assemblages, some background history of the mine and its major constituents precedes description of
the items themselves.
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Figure 38. Antitank Mine, Practice, M1B1:
A. Spider B. Fuze, mine, antitank, practice, M1
C. Shear pins D. Firing pin assembly
E. Safety fork F. Detonator
G. Black powder charge H. Smoke charge
I.  Mine body
J.  Inert sand loading

Two cartridges were found (Table 20; Figure 41). Both are M 1909 .30-'06 blanks. The M 1909 blank
has a mouth folded over to hold a wad which sealed the powder chamber. Both are fired, although the
firearms have not been identified. Because of their situation, however, it is most likely that they were
fired in one of several machine guns, a BAR (Browning Automatic Rifle), an M1 Garand, or a
Springfield M 1903 rifle, the most common U.S. weapons firing this cartridge at that time. Each has a
different headstamp as follows:

The first headstamp indicates that it was manufactured in 1942 at the Twin Cities Army Ammunition
Plant in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The Twin Cities facility was operated by the Federal Cartridge
Company from February 1942 through August 1945, under contract with the government. This plant
made .30-06 and .50 MG in small arms ammunition. The second headstamp indicates that the

99



Table 20. Cartridge casings.

Provenience Headstamp
Feature 2, Lot 2 42/ TW
Feature 9, Lot 9 LC /43

H

Figure 39. Cartridge casings.

cartridge was manufactured in 1943 at the Lake Cities Ordnance Plant in Independence, Missouri.
Now named the Lake City Army Ammunition Plant, this facility was operated from September 1941
through August 1945, by the Remington Arms Company. It made .30 carbine as well as .50 MG and
.30-06 ammunition. (Hogg 1982: 110, 150) These dates accord well with the use of this area during
its Camp Swift phase. The M1909 case had three variants. Up until the 1920s, a fiber wad was used
to seal the case. Thereafter, the wad was composed of either shellacked cardboard or paper because of
problems with the wad plugging the gas ports on machine guns.

Six pieces of distorted metal were found. These are made of both iron and two are of an unidentified
cuprous metal. Both of the latter are surface finds and appear to have been melted. They are
apparently alloys because of their hardness. One has puddled and spread into a multi-armed shape.
The other has either been melted or had been severely distorted from a piece of a larger object.

The four iron fragments are quite varied. Two are surface finds. The first of these is a rectangle of

iron with sharp edges and is about 3/4 inch long, 5/8 inches wide, and 3/8 inches thick. It is sharply
curved and has the appearance of a single segment from the exterior of a fragmentation grenade of the
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As is usual for Bastrop County sites cultural material is confined to sandy strata and is terminated
at gravel, clay, or sandstone bedrock. Both site 41BP347 and site 41BP345 have the remnants of
the sandy mantle in which cultural material is confined. Site 41BP347 is a ridgetop and east slope
site and 345 is mostly a hilltop and east slope site. The sand is very fine grained. An even more
fine grained sand at 41BP349, which is a large hilltop and hillslope site just southeast of 41BP345.

Only the northern slopes could be tested (see Figure 11).

Given these data it is not out of the question to think of the gravel as a Pleistocene lag deposit
because there is a definite break between the sand and the gravels and/or the sand and the clay.
The usual stratigraphy for the park as a whole is sand-gravels-clay-sandstone. Some of the
overlying sand is probably of eolian deposition given the close proximity of some of these sandy
sites and the prevailing southerly winds (SCS 1979:70). However, the majority of the sand is
probably of in situ degradation and erosional deposition.

Three factors or conclusions are suggested:
1) lag deposits of gravel—Uvalde origin
2) sandy accumulations are largely colluvial and in situ deposition in origin
3) features are probably intact and could not have moved according to the excavation results if
these features are on shoulderslopes or just below it due to the stability of the landform. At site
41BP347 the stability of the feature is either due to the position on the slope or the stability of
pastureland (since the 1900s). Site 41BP345 is treed and must have been for some time given
the size of trees and the need for bulldozing in the 1980s. The trees may have contributed to
the retention of the deep sands. Because the summit was bulldozed the shovel test and surface
collection artifacts are floating in space. Moreover, Archaic materials are present without
apparent stratigraphy —the summit could have had Late Prehistoric materials.

" RECOMMENDATIONS

All archeological sites occurring on lands owned by the State of Texas are by definition State
Archeological Landmarks and are legally protected by the Texas Antiquities Code (Title 9, chapter
191 of the Texas Natural Resource Code). The TPWD goal is preservation of cultural resources
through avoidance. The total survey of Lake Bastrop with shovel testing adhered to this
philosophy and forms the basis for the general recommendations (Table 21).

There are 18 sites recorded on the park, seven in or adjacent to future development areas and two

adjacent to the future trail system. Six (41BP185, 41BP186, 41BP190, 41BP215, 41BP216, and
41BP352) of the 18 sites have been effectively destroyed and further archeological investigation is
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INTRODUCT ICN

Tn 1914 the Kaiser weighad America's unprepared condi-

]

tion and initiated the First World War,

Twenty years later Hitler, the son of an Austriean
paper hanger, had written Mein Kampf and outlined his plan
for congquest.

Both caught tolerant, gullible, unrealistic America
off balance. As each whetted his sword he looked at
Americs and announced, "She ié not prepared”. Each was
too right.

It took America & year to prepare nerself to partici-
pate in the First World War, and two years to prepare for
par icipation in the Second World War; .

“Peace at any price" took a terrific toll of lives

and money and made for us strange bedfellows for the

This story of Camp Swift is writter merely to make 2
record of the inception, planning, activation, and use of
+this camp for whatever future value it may have to the

citizens of this nation.

There is no glorification of any individual. Whatever

part I had in the beginning of this caump was in the line
of my service to Austin and my Nation. The personal ex-
nenditure of time, energy &nc money 1o assure this camp

is of importance to no one but me. The credit of this

story belongs to Colonel O. P. Houston, who served longer
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than any cther of the‘?qst‘Commanders at Camp Swiit, In-
sistence on his writing it has been due to my knowledge of
nhis experience in commanding the camp. ‘A& future nistory
researcher could never weave the story as could Parke

Houston. Colonel Houston has woven <he warp and woof into

the certain .permanent pattern which ornly the maker of

history can design.

Walter E. Long
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BIRTH Of A MILITARY CAMP

The date was June 6, 1940, France had fallen to the
inveding armies of Germany. The low coun<iries of Heollars

:nd Beigium were being overrun. England swpesred 1o be

merica becoming inveolved., Such was the case as
L]

-

A
Ty guest, Colonel Nat Perrine, and I drove from Ausiin to

1o talx to the Texas Chamber of Commerce Managers on the
subject of Traffic Safety.
Colonel Perrine wass not only the Director of the

xas Safety Association but was a Colonel irn +thc Tzxas

-y
(6]

National Guard. Referring ito a2 receni headline he said,
“Yle cannot dodge this war. In preparing for it there is
noe rezson why Austin should rnot have a military camp.
fustin can have one if it wants it“, |

“he experiences of Austin to secure such a cantonment
during the First World War were &iscussed, Disadvanteages
which accrued <o some of the cantonment cities after the
vieT wee over were outlined. The conclusion was that

Fustin peonle would perhaps not want a large military
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Aiter the return to Austin I discussed the subject
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pires wno was president of the Cham-

ter of Commerce. He thought well of the suggestion of

N

empie and thence to Midland, Texas, where Col. Perrine was
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studying camp possibilities in the vicinity cf Zasizron.
a{ter a few days Senator Daul O/ Page of Zasn
wusiness leader anc banker, wes czliad and acgked if som

of the businessmen of Basirop would like to c¢iscuss &
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possiktle camp, Senator Page gave &sssuran
interest in the subject.

The following day the Military Affairs Committes of
the Chamber of Commerce went <o Bastrop and was met by
scme eight business men. The group went out to the two
large parks and 1ooked over several thousgend acres of
imber and pasture land. The possibility of buying and
leasing thousands of acres in the vicinity of Bastrop,
£lgin, anc Smithville was considered. Assurance Was given
ihe Austin delegation that fifty thousand acfes or more for
a camp could be bought, or bought and leased, at a reason-
arle cost. Some of the park 2znd had been bought at from
$2 to S5 per acre.

Tre City of Bastrop had recently been through hard
times. A section of‘busiuess property had recently been
sold for ron-peymerit of taxes. The more the plian for 2

czmp was consicderec the more enthusiastically 1t was

received,

¥
o

In the meantiime < committee mede trips to Elgin

i
:nd Smitnville to determine wnhat cooperation might be
secured in +those cities. Tne enthusissm was comparable

with that of Bastrcp.
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The next move was mace by Spires when he secured 2
date through a Staff Officer of General Hubert J. Brees,
Commanding General, 8in Corps Area, Fort Sam Houston, to
outline to General Brees our. interest in a military camp.

This delegation consisted of A. B. Spires, John H.

rederick, Max Starcke, and W, E. Long from Lustin. The
members were met at Fort Sam Houston by Homer D. Wade of
Smithville and County Judge C. B, Maynard of Bastrop.
Acccmpanied by a Staff Officer the delegation entered the
office of General Brees at Fort Sam Houston and briefly

outlined its business.

‘Max Starcke opened the conference with a short pre-
liminary statement about the desire of the combined
delegation to establish a camp, but he had not ye%
touched on the possible site,

The committee could not fail to note the somewhat

v aeit 1 1YUY SOYIEYD

chilly reception it received from General Brees in this
preliminary discussien. The location for such a proposed
camp had not yet been mentioned when General Brees said
cooly: "Gentlemen, you are the seventeenth damn com-
mittee which has beer. here asking for a camp for your
city the past two months",

The response of Spires changed the temperature
immediateiy.

“Dardon us, General, for not making ourselves clear.



We are not asking for a damn thing for Austin but are here
to suggest a site for a camp in Bastrop County which we
feel will be of great value to our government., Ve have
conferred with Bastron and Smithville businessmen on 2
camp. We have studied the territory between Bastirop anc
Smithville for a camp. We have every assurance that +*he
citizenship will give you their fullest cooperation for a
successful camp. They have the facilities and the land
for the camp which would be some thirty-six miles from
Austin', _

The icy atmosphere of the réceiption changed to one
of congeniality when General Brees saw that the Austin
part of the delegation had placed its interest in the
background. He said, “That's damned unusual -- every
delegation that coﬁes in here wants an Army Camp up
against their own town",

Following this conference with General Brees in-
terest in the proposed camp location began to radiate
from the 8th Corps Areé.

Interest was not permit%ed to lag by the small group
of businessmen. Late in July, 1940, the Military Affairs
Cormittee interviewed asdditional representatives of
Bastrop, Smithville, and Elgin in other meetings and
built 2 grester interest for a Bastrop County camp.

In August and September, 1940, briefs were prepared

by the manager of the Chamber of Commerce which met the

4

AHVHG L 190, SOYVIEYD



approval of ihe communities involved. These briefs, sct-

Y Tiz,

“ing {forth all periinent facis nertaining to the Bastr

He
O
<

! g

arca, wore presented to Cencral . J.

84

reces, at the

@

Eighth Corps Area at Fort Sam rHouston and from there were
sent to the War Department at Washington. Since the
search for all facts in these briefs and the compilation
of the briefs fell on the office of the Champer cf Com-
merce in Austin, whosc employees numbered only four, it
took day and night work on this unglamcrous task.

A

&4

“er tnese briefs were presented, numerous activi-

-y

ties were engaged in by the four commercial bodies. The

ct
'_l-

Austin group and especially the ’fustin office bore the

)
ot

brunt of +the work. When the meagre income of tne orgsniza-
<ion would not take care of the costs, they were carried
verscnally.

Deotailed surveys and reports were made on availakic
land; on highway, railroad, and power line facilitles;
water and gas supply; and on the avasilabtle houses in
Bastrop, Austin, and nearby cities for use of serviceman's
families. These were prepared and furnished to the War
Depariment., OQfificers of the Army were shown over the site
oy Austin, Bestrop, Elgin, and Sﬁithville Céambe: of
s, and further detsiled informetion wes
compiled by these agencies to answer all guestions of ihe
Army in its preliminary situcy.

Soverel snaiyses ol both river and well water ware

MY 1 Y SOYEYD



made at the proposed camp site for the Army. This requir-
ed much personal attention.

A feature of this study was the highways an¢ rail
lines linking the Central Texas site with the military
establishments of San Anteonio, West Central Texas, North
Texas, and the Gulf Coast.

The site picked by us, and later adopted by the
Army, had a highway on each of the three long sides, par-
allelled by the tracks of the Missouri-Kansaé-Texas Rail-
road on the west; the Southern Pacific Railroad on the
northeast; the United Gas Company line for miles through
the area; the 75,000 volt Lower Colorado River Authority
high line across the prOpeiﬁy; and well water at.600 feet
deep -- from which depth only six wells provided over
3,000,000 gallons per aay for the camp.

Scnator Paul D. Page of Bastrop, assistecd by
S. L. Pigott, was named gencral chairman of all committees
to secure the land'wﬁich might be needed. In this WoTK,
sble assistance was given by W. E. Beal, president, and
Homer D. Wade, advisory manager of the Smithville Chamber
of Commerce, and by John A, Frecman, president, and
Grover C. Westbrook, manager,of the Elgin Chamber of Com-
merce. The mayors of Bastrop, Elgin, Smithville, and
tustin, W, J. Rogers, R. L. Carter, G.  S. Shade, and Tom
Miller, respectively, worked in close harmony on the

camp program. County Judge C. B. Maynard and other offi-

ciazls qave unsclfishly of their time and enefgy to the
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undertaking,
O October 1, 1940, the Nilitery Affzirs Committee

o

csced by QL'C.Taylor, reportec to the Board of Direciors
of the Chember of Commerce <hat ihis committee, together
wiih representatives of Basirog and Smithville, hac¢ held
two edditional meetings with Gereral Brees on the 00ssi-
2ility of the camp.
On October 15, 1940, the Eighth Corps Arez at San

fntenio requested the Austin Military Commititee to meet
with 2 Bastrop cdelegation st Bastrop &nd there accompany

a delegation of six Army reoresentiatives over ihe Propos-
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some twelve Austin and Bastrip citizens who accompanied
the Army insvection group. The Army had a representative
of Infantry, Arxtillery, Aii Force, Health, Transporte-
tion, ancd Housing. A full day was spent going over the
main noints of land terrsin; inspecting water wells, the
ana.ysis of which hac previously been made; highways ad-
jecent 1o the camp site; rail transportaticn vis Missouri-
Xansazs-Texas Reilrozd; gas meins; power lines; and num-

arous other vital feat:

®
(1]
o

res I0or a proposed camp.

ror many weeks following the inspection visit from
the cfficers of the Eighth Corps Areaz, the small group
composed of Austin and Bastrop men spent many days in

consolidating options for purchase or for lease of the

£YeQ
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land wihich had been inspected. Ag had been anticipatc

’

[

ihese options were not csceptionally difficult to zecuie.
The land itself was not rich and consequently wss noOT
nhich priced. Furthermore, there were orily a few small
{arms scatiered over 2 grest esrea, &nc ihe suilidings on
thece farms were not expensive because of the limited
nroductivity of the soil.

On January 2, 1941, the Army indicated to +he Cham-
rer of Commerce through Genersl Brees!' office that it
wisned to establish a camp near Bastrop.'

At the Chambér of Commerce becard meeting on March 12,
1641, Mayor Miller reported that the Clty of Austin would
buy $50,000 worth of land for a military camp and said
:nat he had talked with Congressman Lyndon Johnson about
+he Bastrop area cemp iocation. He said Congressmen
Johnson thought that within the next six months the dis-
trict near Austin would get something permanent in the
way of a tactical’air training field.

On July 29, 1941, a contract to make an engineering

survey of the possible camp are2 at Bastrop was awarced

by the army to the firm of Frees and Nichols of Fi. Worth.

Vacznt ctore buildings were hurriedly lezend in Bastzop

e¢s and draftsmen,

-

and auickly filled witn drafting tab
Far-sighted Army officers became convinced that the
United Statez was headed into another World War -- per-

r.eos less prepsred than 1t had been for the First World

8
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War,

The Tapid spread of the Second World ¥War created &
terrific urgency for prupareuness on “ne part cf the
government and it was known that one company coulc not
nandle all the construction work of thec cemp.

During 1941, T. B. Warden, presicdent of th< Chamner
of Commerce, and A. B. Spires, who had become chairman of
the Military Affeirs Committee, together with their active

e than twenty meetings which were joint

b

workers, held mo
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cen Army officials and the representative
men of Bastrop, Smithville, and Elgin.
One meeting in the Austin Chamber of Commerce with

1 1

representatives of the Army Hezlth Department, heacdec by

O

r.  Aubrey K. 3rown, lasted 2lli cay just on thz metter

of securing sufficient milk for the soldiers who might ke
stationed at a camp. This one conference zlonc mace it
nccessery for two people, uncer the direction of Jim
Boswell, agriculturel manager of the Chamber of Commerce,
to enend soveral days in finding the answer to inis

simple problem. Labor snd mentality of this type do

ry

£t 2 joint meeiing o of Dircctors of the
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1 4ffairs Committiee
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Chamcer of Commerce anc the M

H
<

cn Dctober 7, 1941, Congressman Lyndon B. Johnson

statad, “If z camp is ever built at Bastrop it would be

because the terrain was suitasble and becsuse the people
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of Austin, bBasloop, Swmithiville, aad Elgin fiad wor e o=

aothiesr in unison on thio nroject.

on December 3, 1941, the Military Afifairc Committec of

{ho Chanber of Commexrce Was advised that Frecos zrnd Nichols,

planning enginesrs in Bastrop for the military camp, WeTre
progressing rapidly with the general lay-out cf the
streets, buildings, and public utilities. Their plans
at that time called for a city of 35,000 people. These
plans 2s soon as completed werc 1o remain at Fort Sem
Youston until authority came from Washington to act on
them,

On December 31, 1941, ail interested business men's

committees from Austin, Bestrop, Smithville, and Elgin

neld z joint meseting in Bastrop to zssist in getting land,

utiiities, endé other items neeged for the camp.
On January 19, 1942, kids were called for and con-
tracts wore lat to four general contreactors for the

construction of this csmp. These general contrazctors

Rife Compeny, Dallas, Toxes

..
y

i

ry

. Morgan and Sons, E1l Paso, Texas

Rig, Reel & Mic. Co., Tulsa, Okla,

]
[
’.,_.-
O]
0

=
[ =l

or and Byrne, Fort Worth, Texes

[s})

ay

The total amount of expenditure involved in con-

-

structing this cemp was approximately 25,000,000 --
trhe cemp was to housc from 20,300 to 40,000 men.
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AL the ponk of the builoing of Camp Swift +he number

rotaled nearly 18,000. The jop wzs 1o be

of men employed
3 working days.

.

finished in 10
government pought for

The maximum area which the
Camp Sswift was 55,906 acres.
On the land purchased therc W
or and water mains,
The total number of

2re installecd cevereal

pundred miles of sew The miles of

power lines is not now available.
s 2,790, and the maximum number of men housed

puildings we

a2t one time was 44 ,0C0.

Camp Swift wes named in honor of Major General

Eben Swift.
Thus Camp Swift was conceived, born, reared, and

.

named.

In 19%% rusty barbed wire hangs loosely between the

te posts of the many entrances to what was

rock ga
for a city of

water and SCwWCr linesc
, pro-

Camp Swift.
Thousands cf picTs

50,000 rust Lenesth the soil.
trude frou the red soil where parracks and chapcls
stood. Grass grows over the pavements.

A1l this 2 monument to the scifishness and stupidity

ar; American stupicity

selfishness in starting w

in again not being prepared.
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CHAPTER 1II

ACTIVATION OF CAMP SWIFT AND ITGS PREPARATION FOR TROOPS

The Eighth Service Command ordered Li. Col., L. A,
Kurtz from Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, to Camp Swift as its
Coﬁmanding Officer upon its completion. He arrived at
the camp on the 23rd of April, 1942, with five officers
whom he had selected as & nucleous for his staff at the
new camp. They were Majors Oscar P, Houston, Earl R.
Chase and Bernard Lewis: Captein 0Ollin Lumpkin and

lst. Lt. Victor M., Wallace, These officers slso came

from Ft. Sill. At this time there were no quarters
completed so these officers were quartered in tents.
During this period considerable rain fell that csused

very unconfortable living conditions and after a few

days they moved %o

the tuilding that was later to be

the Post Headguarters Building. The sugervisor over

the construction of the camp was Lt. Col, Cyril

tine. As each aroup of buiidings was completed they

were inspected by the camp commander or his executive

and if passed they were turned over to him,

approximately 2,750 buildings that had to ke inspected

ancd passed.,

Cel., Kurtz issued General Orxder No, 1 on the

3#d of May, 1942, formeally assuming command and

12
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appointing Major Houston his Ezecutive; Maior Lewis,
perconnal Officer; Major Earl K. Chase, Camp Quarter-
masten; Cantain Lumpkin 335 his assistant &anc Lt.

Wal.ace as Camp Adjutant. On this day the garrison {lag
was formally raised on the flag pole by Majors Houston,
Chase, Captain Harry Stone and Lt. Wallace. In the wmean-
time numerous other officers were reporting daily 1tc the
Camp Commander anc were being assigned to their various
sections. Enlisted personnel.w re keina recruited and
civilian employees hixcd.

Upon completion the capacity of the camp was esti-
mated at 45,000 officers and meén. At one time during
the height of tne training there were over 44,000 there.
fhis was before an additional ares, commenly and locally
called "Wake Island” was built to house two Tank De-
siroyer Groups of approximately 2,000 officers and men..
There were six water wells supplying the camp with &
canacity of 600 gallcons each per mirute. Water storage
above ground was distributed as follows: one million
gallons in two elevated tanks, one million gallions in a
concrete reservoir, and one million gallons in the
.fecder pipes. The sewer plant was large enough to take
care of 2 city cf 50,000 population. The lsandry and
bakery weres complated and readied for supplying troops
with their services. The laundry was the largest type

13
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constructed by the srmy anywhere, and ihe bakery in
addition to taking care of the necds of the camp could
have supplied a city of 50,000 population. The Staetion
Hospital (wbich later was designated a Regionsl Hospital)
was cquipped with the most mocdern opcrating rooms and
staffed with the best surgeons and doctors availablc,

It was in charge of an cxperisnced medical officer, Col,
Aubrey K. Brown, who had a hpspital second to none in the
army. This hospital had a béd capacity of 750 for
patients. It had Ear, Eye and Nose as well as Dental

Ciinics in addition to other facilities. It was a

e w;qr ’ rl,lw YYZ‘E’ ¥ _

model by which Army Hospitals were judged.

At this time, of course, other important~events were
in the making. Motor vehicles for a divisicn were ar-
riving in huge numbers, A post exchange with rumerous

branches wae established., As there was no money avail-

able Lt. Ccl, Kurtz negotiated a loan with the American

IS

National Benk in Austin for $50,000 in order that the

[

Exchange could place ofders.for equipment and stock so

as to function a2s soon as troops started to arrive. This
loan fortunately was repaid from exchange profits in 90
days after it wes borrowcd. Later it developed thet

the exchanges were doing five and 2 half million dollars
of pusiness annually from post exchange prices, which
ware chapter than those charged by commercial businesses,

A fire department had to be organized with civilian



empiovces. This fire depertment hac o ve equippec 2lso

to be ablo to fight grass and forest fires in the Te-

servation, especially in the sreillery firing impact ares

es werc started by artillery shells
A

where numecous fir
oxploding in dry and grassy portions of thoe rangc.
post offlce was equipped and staffed., As each mon Was
assigned to Camp Swift, regardicss of organization, 2
locator card had to be mado and turn2d in to thw Postal
Of{icer so the mail could pbe delivered promptly.
A pocular reoulation of the Army st this time Te-

quired that 21l motor vehicles turnad over to orgeniza-

+ions show that they hac at least 100 miles on their

seedometers. This regulation was 2an ¢xpensive muisance

-~

as well as time consuming, and was later rescinded. It

csusad the Ordnance Officer to have to hire numerous
civilisn employees and to provide cscortad convoys on the
ro0ads of Toxes, which were 2 menace to othar motor trans-
portation. At the time though it was no joke and 3ust
sbout everybody had a "Jéep" 2ssigned to him to drive to
¢get the 100 miles, then turn it in and get another.

Just sbout this time one of the major setbacks to
the organization and equipment of the cemp occurrcd. This
was in tﬁe shepe of 2 firc which destroyed a warehouse and

over 125,000 mattresscs, just about all of the metiresses

that were to be issued to the cemp. Practically every
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mattress was damagec to the extent that it wes unser-

[0

vicesble for use. lLater a board of officers with

Major Houston @as President undertock to determine the
cause of the fire. In the opinion of the boaré the fire
was causecd by stacking the mattiresses too hign and there-
fore too close to the 500 watt lamps which lighted ihe
warehouse, ancd this caused too great 3 heat tb the mat-
tresses, thereby igniting them. The loss of these
zattresses placed 2 huge load on tne supplier and con-
+ractor. The fire in Warehou;e No. 11 was so intense and
het it was impossible to get trucks close to take out
rattresses that up to then were uncdamaged.

As other facilities were placed in use there were of
course the firing ranges that. had to be placed in opera-
tion. Among the first of these were the small erms
ranges which included rifle, machine gun, OVET head tar-
gets, aerial, istol, and movine targets. The rifle
ranges consisting oi 250 targets got the priority
yecause rifle firing céme fiprst. As a result the Camp
Commander Lt. Col. Kurtz appointed Major Houston, in
~ddition 1o his other dutics, 7S the range of ficer,
responsible for the equippidg and. organization of the

anges at Camp Swift. He was ordered to have the ranges
in order for the initial firing on the day designated
L"or ~lec * Neodless to say, they were reacy when

needed.
. 16
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It was necessary to equip the ranges with tergets,
markors, telephone connectlons as well as operatcrs with
experjence to properly conduct firing with the least
delay and with the greatest efficiency so that troops
could get the best results and highest scores. The
artillery range had to be cleared of brush and tasll
treess this in order that the proper sensing could be
made of the firing into the impact area, This clearence
of treces, etc. was made under contract with a civilian
contractor. In addition, & telephonc line had to be run i
to the artillery firing area. This was installed by the |

Bell Telephone Company which had a contract with the

Army. This entailed considerable inspection by the
telephone company and as a result there were numerous
Jeep trips with telephone officials that were very

stronuous to them as they were not used to rough rides

in army Jeceps. At the same time the long distance

CTTIUTUIRUR YR L

system for the camp was being installed so that long {
distance calls could be placed and completed withouf
delay. At this time the number of civilian employees
had incrcased to such an cxtent that a cafeteris had to
be cstablished to take proper care of them, especially
2t the noonday meal. The rifle ranges which were opened
2bout this time provided 250 tzrgets. There were two
ranges of 75 targets each and onc¢ range of 100 targets.

The ranges were 100 yarcs: 200 yards: 300 yards: and
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500 yards. The artillery range Wwés set up so that fir-
ing could b2 had up to 11,000 yards. This was in exCuss
of six miles.
As the entire training area was principally z sandy
loam with a clay bottom it was found that erosion was
sn important factor in keeping culverts and such clear
s0 that water could properly,drain. The only way that
drainage could be controlled was to plant Bermuda grass
in the drainage di itches. This prevented the culverts
from filling up with sand and thereby kept them open.
The Service Clubs and Guest Houses were opened about this
time to take care of troops 2s well as dependent v1sltors.
These facilities were usad extensively and nad the desir-
ed moral effect so necessary not only %o personnel as-
signed to Camp Sswift but to dependents of that personnel
who visited them from home. On the 19th of January 1943
there was an unpredicted heavy freeze. The tewserature
went down to 1l degress and csught everyoné unprepared
for the consequences. ‘As z result there were over 300
motor blocks that froze and cracked. These blocks had
to be replaced. They were surveyed 3and erased from the
records of the responsible officers.

An ordnence equipment was received, it had to be

placed in such condition that i+ could be used immediately

py the using troops. With smell arms this was done with
considerable speed. Rifles, side arms, machine guns, and

18
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the like were aiways shipped in cosmoline. To speed
their issue they were degressed and the cosmoline recmoved
with the use of sulphuric acid fumes. This took off all
grease in the matter of minutes, All repaired weapons
had to be test fired in firing pits pefore being turned
back to troops. The standerd for repairs was high and
this was given close supervision. A program of preven-
tative maintcnance was closely followed for motor
vehicles. Tho motor repair shops were well equipped and
manned. One big shop was dastroyed by fire with about
thirty trucks that werc in it-for repairs. This occurred
on a Sunday morning and a board of officers that was
appointed to investigate decided that the fire storted
from 2 short circuit in an electric motor used to blow
fumes from the shop.

In July of 1942, Lt. Col. Kurtz was promoted to
full Colonel. In September, 1942, Major Houston was
promoted to Lt. Colonel. In the spring of 1943, Colonel
Kurtz was ordered to Fort Clark to get 2 bad situstion
straightened out, and Colonel Hous{on assumed command of
Cemp Swift for about six weeks during the temporery
sbsence of Col. Kurtz.

In the summer of 1942 a military policeman shot and

killed 2 negro soldier at s dence and drink spct in

o

astrop. This soldier was given 2 General Courti Martisl

in order to clear his record. At the trial the soldier
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made the following statement which is one considerec
typical of early frontier days:
WHe went for nis pocket and came out with &

knife and I drew."

The soldier was cleared of the‘charge. There was
considerable trouble among the negro soldiers but near-
ly all the carving was done on black meat.

By this time the camp was in position to receive its

first divisional troops and it was iearned that the first

division to be assigned was the 95th Infantry Division.

CTAAE FT YR "
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CHAPTER III

THE 95TH INFANTRY DIVISION

During the later part of May the Cemp Cominancer
was odvised that the Chief of Staff of the gs+h Division
was arriving at Cemp swift to inspect the GQuarters to be
assigned to his division and look .over the training arez.
On the day of his arrival in Austin by train he was met
2t thoe station by Colonel Houston who took him at once
to the camp. Tnhis officer was Colonel Donzld Brann, who
was to make s full report of conditions to Major General
Harry Twaddle, commander of the new division. Shortly
after Colonel Brann's retufn +to Washington tho Camp
Commander started getting anumerous requests for one
thing after another, sohe too comical and absuxrd to be
taken seriously. It was learned &5 time went on and
from expericnce thet this was normal and to be expectead
ard not to be taken too seriously. In this particular
czse when the Division Géheral Staff arrived they were
full of znticipation -and rearing to go. The cadre for
this division was to come from the 2nd Infantry Division
which at that time was stationed at Fort Sem Houston,
Toxzs. Right zfter the arrival of the cadre, draftees
started to come in droves until the full division

strength was reached. This gave them approximately
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18,000 officers and men. It seemed to Camp Headquarters
that every officer from Colonel on up hed some pet re-
quest he wanted to make until it had to be requested of
the Division Commander that he+«do something about it and
have 21l requests routed through cheannels. t was about
to run Cam§ Headquarters crazy.

After the division was issued its equipment the
first thing they seemed to want to‘do was to get on the
rifle rangcs¢ It was at this timoe that the Camp Commander
gave the acting range offier the “or clsc" treatment and

sot a deadline date for completion of work on the rangces

and permit their use by that date. Prior to the sct date
he Division asked for a dry run on the firing which was

readily granted but to gum up the works they came back

R ree NERYE UL T

the very next day and asked for a dry run on the dry run.
That wes like ¢arrying coals to Newcastle and really | }J
brought out some choice words of strong character from
the range officer that would be best not to repeat. At
one stége of the works when the range officer was so busy
he did not know whether he was alive or dead, the Assis-
tant Division Commander, 2 Brigadier General, was such 3
pest that the range officer just put him in his cer and
took him around to the different ranges and let him talk
as they rode. Business was too rushing to have sociel
*zlks at this time. They finally got on the range and
Jdid they mess it up. They dic¢ it good and plenty.
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About this time the then Lt. Gen. Walter Kreuger, ' %
commanding the 3rd (at that time) Army at Fort Sam
Houston paid tha division 3 visit. Now there were few
people who relished an inspection from General Kreuger
.especially those subordinate to him. When you were in
"Uncle Walter's dog house" you had really been fencad
in. He asked General Twaddle how he liked the setup at
Swift., General Twaddle said it was pretty good but he
thought that the training area of 55,000 acres was 100
small to properly train 3 division. General Kreuger

told him that he had trained the best division in the

Yy

United States Army {(the 2nd. Inf Div. he referred to) on v

TR

15,000 acres at Camp Bullis, and if he, Twaddle, would

Pogede T

take care of his battalions he, Kreuger, would take care
of the rest. This conversation took place on one of the
ranges and was heard by others including the range of~-
ficer. Oh yes, Gen. Kreuger could be tough as an old !
boot whenever he wantéd to be.

Brlg. Gen. Ward Maris was the Division Artillery
Commander and he could usually be found sitting out in
the Artillery lmpect area w1th pad and pencil making
notes. He took his job seriously and with good results.
He had his artillery on the ball and after they commencad
their firing, they really did good work, In 2 few cases
in firing a2 shell or two would land not only outsice the

impact area but outside the reservetion entirely. This

-~



was very dangerous 1o civilians living on their farms

but fortunztely no one was hit.
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CHAPTER IV
THE 97TH INFANTRY DIVISION

The 97th Infantry Division arrived 2t Camp Swift
on February 26, 1943. This division was commanded by
Masor General Louis A. Craig. The division Artillery
was commanded by Brigadier General Julian Barnes., Col-
onel Walter Buie was the Chief of Staff.

The 97th Infaniry hadvless color than any division
ever stationed at Camp Swift. The division shoulder
patch consisted of 3 shield-shaped blue background with
a white trident.

The training was vefy strenuous, and the officers
at division headgquaters took the same hard training
schedule as the men, It was all taken seriously. The
Division Commander, General Craig, refused the offer to
have the post engineer plant flowers 1in the area around
his quarters, sayingtthat he did not want it done because
he was living in 2 differgnt world. This was unusual
because generally the division commanders wanted all they
could get from the Comp Commander. He took the hikes with
his troops and meny times on Sundays he would be seen hik-
ing in the training are2 alone, timing himself, so that
he would know what to expect from his men and to see
whether they were getting the ruéged training which con-

ditions warranted.
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The division staff did little cr no entertaining.

They took 1ittle interest in outside activities in the
surrounding communities.

This division left Camp Swift on November 20, 1943.
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CHAPTER V
THE 102ND INFANTRY DIVISION
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.one of the most colorful of the three divisions stationed
at Swift up to this time. All the General Cfficer: be-
came very activé in Red Cross and War Bond drives, there-
by esrning the gratitude and thanks of +the people of
Austin and Bastrop. General Keating was very aciive per-
sonally in his inspections of the trasining of his men,
more so than any other division commander up to that time.
He proved to be 8 good inspector for the camp commander
for which the camp commander was'grateful.

The 102nd Infantry Division ieft Camp Swift on
June 23, 1946, for Fort Dix, New Jefsey, preparatory

for service in the European Theater of Operations.
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CHAPTER V1
THE 10TH MOUNTAIN DIVISION

The 10th Mountain Division movad in Camp Swift as
the 102nd moved out. The railroad.facilities were tax-
ed far beyond their capacities. The first day that the
10th started to arrive there were tweniy-four passenger
trains in and out of the camp switchimg area. In addi-
tion to the arrival and depatture of passenger trains
there were stock trains coming in with the horses and
mules of the 1Oth. 1¢ seems that this would have been
most confusing, put it was not. The canp transportation
officer and his staff were‘all railroad nen before com=
ing igto the army. They worked easily with the Missouri,
Kansas, and Texas trﬁffic personnel. in two and a half
days a total of approximately 33,000 men ard 6,400
horses and mules were moved in and out of Swift. This
was the most active movement the camp experienced at any
time during the war. Some over-lapping in quarters in
the division aresa was caused, butnii was to ba expected.

The 10th Mountain Division was activated at Caugp
Hale, Colorado, on July 15, 1943, with the following
officers: Major General Lloyd E..Jones, Commancing
General; Colonel Pobinson E. Duff, Assistant Division '
Commander; Brigadier General David L. Ruffner,.Division

Artillery Commandei; Colonel Paul E. LaDue, Chief cf




Staff. This division arrived at Camp Swift on July 1,
1944, |

At Camp Hale the training of the 10th Division was
done at an altitude of 10,000 feet. The high altitude
presented the toughest training conditions of any divi-
sion in the army. It included skiing, military skiing, "’
rock climbing, including scaling cliffs, and snow shoe
hikes. Training was often done in temperatures as low
as 38 degrees below zero. During the winter the troops
slept in the snow the gregter part of the time. The 87th
Infantry of the 10th Mountain had alfeady seen service at
~Kiska in the Aleutians before joining the division at
Camp Hale.

The training was so rugged that'in the artillery of
the division the minimum height of the men was 5 feet 10
inches. This was necessary.in order to load weapons on
pack animals.. There were. 6,400 horses and mules in this
division, with the mules in the majority. When the ad-
vance group arrived at Swift to inspect their area, they
indicated the vast area required for picket lines for
their animals. Water troughs and water lines had to be
. completed and ready for the arrival of the animals. In
addition, hay and grain had to be stocked. Requisitions
had to be issued for these items. In a few days hay
started to arrive by the train load. After the division

arrived, it was soon found out that the picket lines



would not hold the mules as their halter shanks were
continually coming loose and the mules wandered off,
Often as many as 100 to 200 mules would be found in one
herd. It was an immense job getting them back to the
§roper unit. Consequently, +the Camp Commander offered
to and did build fences around all the picket lines.
This did the job; for if the mules succeedad in getting
loose, they were fenced in.

The first public review of the division was held on
July 15, 1944, which was the first anniversary of the
sctivation of the division. This was the first flat land
parade of these troops for in Colorado whare they were
,orgahized there was no flat land, it was either uphi;l or
down. The ensignia of the division was a powder keg,:
rimmed in white wifb a blue body and having crossed red
bayonets. 1n the reviewing stand with Gencreal Jones wcre
Major Gecneral John T. Lucas, Commanding 4th Army; Major
General Louis A. Craig, Commanding 23rd Corps; Brigadier
General John C. P. Bartholf, Commanding 5th Headquarters
Special Troops, 4th Army; Colonel 0. P, Houston, Command-
ing Camp Swift. General David Puffncr was acting commander
of troops. He and his staff were followed by the 10th
‘Medical Battalion. The medical equipment was packed on
small carts, and each one was drawn by two men. Then came
the ésth Infantry Regiment, 86th Infantry, 87th Infaniry,
17#th Engineer Battalion, 576 Anti-Tank Battery, 604th,
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605th, and 616ih Field Artillery Battallcrs.

The men of this division were all volunteers, being
skiiers, mountain climbers, professional nunters, trap-
pers, and just about everything connected with sports.
The Division motto was "We conquer men and Mcuntains®.

On November 29, 1944, Brigadier General George P.
Hays succeeded General Jones as the commanding general.
General Hays had seen action in France with the 2nd
Infantry Division. |
| The 10th Mountain Division completed its training
and started leaving Swift on Christmas Day of 1944, Soon
they had all gone except for three mules that had escaped
into the far reaches of the training area and had become

too wild to be caught.
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CHAPTER VII

THE SECOND INFANTRY DIVISICN |

The Camp Commander was informed on July 1, 1945 that
the 2d Infantry Division had just landed, having returned
from the European Theater of Operations, and would be
assigned to Camp Swift for conditioning prior to redeploy-
ment to the Pacific. The division was keing sent direct
to Fort Sam Houston, Texas, whefe the members of the divi-
sion would be furloughed home and upon their return would
be assembled at Camp Swift,

An entirely new departure in the use of Pullmans was

ied out on this division on its trip from Camp Kilmer,

New Jersey, to Fort Sam Houston, Texas. The movement
called for the use of Pullmans, and as they were in short
supply there were hot enough to0 go around. It was de-
cided in Washington to have each troop train carry chair-
cars in addition to Pullmans and to divide the men into
éroups and the use of ?ullmans into twelve hour periods.
In this way the men originally assigned to the Pullmans
would occupy the Pullmans for twelve hours. This rotation
continued until they reached their destination at Fort
Sam Houston. This plan worked to perfection., As the
men returned to Fort Sam Houston frem furlough they were
“wa2nsported to Camp Swift by motor buses,

In the meantime and while the men were on furlough,
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their division commander, Brigadier Gengral William K.
Harrison, nad arrived at Camp swift with his staff to
get his headquarters set up. ‘General Harrison was 2
rare combination of officer and churchman. He neither
drank, smoked nor cussed, for h'a was a Presbyterian
Minister prior to going to the Military Academy at West
Point. He read his Bible daily in his guarters as well
ss when he was in the field. He and the camp commander
pecame fast friends. Some time later, when the camp
cemmander Was ordered to the Phillipines, he happened 1o

sce General Harrison at Fort Mason, Czlifornia, and¢ Gen-
aral Harrison took him in his staff car to tﬁe Army
sransport on which he was to sail. This gesture.on the
part of the genersl was greatly appreCLated

Soon after the assembly of all the members of the

division at Camp Swift information was received that, be-
cause of the collapse of Jspan, the division would not be
redeployed but that they were to remain in the United
States. The assembly of the troops at Swift was
completed by August 14, 1945,

e

General Harrison left the division soon after he was
informed that they were not to be redeployed. Maior Gen-
eral Edward M. Almond took Harrison's place 3s division
commander. General Almond was 2 graduate of the Virgi-
nia Military Institute at Lexington, Virginies, 2 militazxy

<chool thot had furnished many officers for the army.
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The City of Austin officially welcomed him an2 the divi-
sion with due ceremony and gave 3 juncheon for him at the
Driskill Hotel.

While the division was at Camp Swift, Genzral Jona-
than Wainwrignt Who had recéntly been freed from a Japa-
nese Prison Camp, paid a visit to the camp. Practically
every general officer in the Fourth Army Areg was presant
also. The division passed in review honoring General
Wainwright. The general looked véry thin as the result
of his long confinement as 3 Japanese prisonerT, and he
carried a cane.

The 2d. Division stayed at Camp swift until ppril 1,

26, when they 1eft for Fort Lewis, Washington,.stopping
enroute at San Francisco to parade. Those units of the
division having sufficient motor transportation went

overland. The ijnfantry regiments went by rail.
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CHAPTER VIII
PRISONERS OF WAR

The first group of Prisoners of War were received at
Camp Swift on July 14, 19432, These prisoners were captur-
ed in Tunisia and all belonged to the Afrika Corps. The
Afrika Corps were the elite of the German army 2as all
were hand-picked. Many élready nad been in service on the
Russian Front, but because of their qualificétions they
wore enrolled in the Corps. Very few spoke English. The
brisoner of War Camp at Swift had a capacity of 3,000
prisoners, and it did not take the camp long to fill to
this figure. Altbough they arrived in July during very
hot weather, théy still. wore the heavy woolen uniforms
in which they were, céptured They had no boots but did
have the heavy brogon type shoe with a metal rim on the
heel whlch made a great deal of noise when they walked on
any hard surface. The highest ranking prisoner was 3
Staff Sergeant.

In the stockade were the usual wooden buildings
housing 16 p;isoners each.. They ate in regular company
" messes and were allowed the same ambunt and type of food
our own troops had. They used 8 recreation building for
reading and for plays and other entertazinments. They made
their footlights from salvaged tin cans,

All torms of the Geneva Cenvention were complied with
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and. frequent 1nspectlons were made by 2 representative
"4of 3 neutral power “(usually Switzerland) to see that the
Aterms of the conventlon were carried out. These represen-
tatives of the neutral power always gave thé camp & .good
‘ report - | . . n.‘

The prxsoners were paid in Stockade Canteen Credits.
Enlisted ‘men got 10 cents per day with a requirsment to

~ do camp maintenance work.: If they worked outside the-

_ stockade, they received an additional 80 cents per day,

'makxng a total of 90 cents. This work outslde the stock-‘

ade had to be requested and usually there ‘were more re=

_'quests +han thers was work., If the 'prisoners worked out- . .-

‘szde the Camp waft arca for a civilisn contractor, the
;qontractor pald the government the prevamlxng wage scale;
then the overage went'tO the government toward the ex-
pense in their malntenance, Those performing outside

work then drew $13.00 per month and the remainder was '

. credited to their sccount. Officers, if Lieutenants, -
.drew 520 00 per morith; Captazns $30,.00; Majors aﬂd those
of higher rank, $40.00. If the prisonérs working 2t side-
camps and away‘from the Camp Swift ares, the contractor
‘had to build their stockade at his expense but the ¢entral

Prisoner of War Camp furnzshec the guards, bedding, and

ratlons. o

Practically all the side-camps were in the coastal

37



ares where there were rice fields; howcver, the one 2t
Alvin, Texas, was an olive packing plant. Some or most
of the rice farmers would have gone bankrupt had it not

peen for this prisoner labor because the farmers were

‘unable to got any other kind becasuse of mah shortage,

The prisoners were allowed to build a cemetery, &nd
it is well they were because it proved to be a necessity.
BEleven prisoners were buried there, This cemetery was

designed and its building supervised by @ prisoner who was

_an architect from Hamburg, Germany, The design was .

_ beautiful, and thegrounds weré well kept, The cross over

the main entrance was 2 swastika elaborately done.
;Escape attempts were fe@. In fact 2 total of only
sixteen were ever ﬁadeﬁ none of which was Quccessfui. One
amusing incident occurred when two ‘did make the attempt,
They-éscaped late one afternoon; the military police had
blood hounds,'but held them until they received & report
that the escapees had been Sighted, Then the hounds had
a hot trail to wé:k. 'In this case they were sighted,
and finally bayed by the dogs at an abandoned farm house.
A éog.immediately grabbed one'of them at his hip pocket.'
Upon searching the escapee 3 large slice of  bologna
sausaée was found in the pocket theat the aggg had bitten,
While it was no laughing matter to the prisonér, it was
comical to the Military Police,

For more serious offenses they werc placed on bread

. and water in solitary confinement. Sometimes this lasted



three to five days, depending on the offense. At the
end of their fast they were often fed a good full and
heavy meal. This always had disastrous results as it
causad vemiting and severe stomach pains. They knew
this, but being so very hungry they did not seem to care.

At one time there was a total of 4,800 prisoners as-
signed to Camp Swift, and if it ha¢ not been for the side-
camps, they could not have been housed in the 3,000-man
cepacity stockade. After the'Normandy invasion about
300 Russizn and Mongol prisoners, who had been captured
with the Germans, were also assigned to Swift. The Rus-
sians said they had been captured by the Germans and were
forced to fight and work in the German front lines. They
were bitter toward the German Prisonerxs ahd had to be
separated from them. -Eventually they were hustled off to
two side-camps to harvest rice.

A great many of these prisoners were experts at some
trade. There were artisis, painters, metal workers,
mochanics, wood-workers, and tile makers. The metal work-
- ¢rs did beesutiful work in coppei and brass. The wood-
workers not only designed but actually put together such
items as furniture. They were zllowed recreastion of
various kinds, consisting of games of their choice, usual-
ly soccer at which they were very adept.

All details working outside the stockade were at
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first heavily guarded, but toward the end of the war they
worked in the Camp swift are3 without guards. They also
worked in the big motor repair shops without guards, and
their work on +he heavy motor equipment was very satis-
factory. They marched to and from their work, if it wes
not too far removed from the stockade, undex control of
one of their own non=-coms, usually @ sergeant.

The stockade proper was guarded by the Prisoner of
War Guard Company, which did all of the patrolling of
that area., I1is men did use patrol dogs when on foot. The
dogs were well. trained, and each one had his special
soldier who took care of him at the kennel. They were
vicious to outsiders, but they obeyed their own soldier
completely. The dogs were usually of the German Shepherd
Breed, commonly called German Police Dogs, but they could
pbe any breed of'the proper size. At Swift there were
two Irish Setters in the Dog patrol Company.

Most of the prlsoners would have liked to stay in
the United States after the war, and s great many did try
to stay in order not <o be sent back to Germanye. They
had been Well;fed and well—treated, and they liked 1it.
Scur.e even wanted to join the reguler army.

One German PTisOner, who did typing at Camp Head~-
guarters, left the followind on his typewriter when he
was shipped out for return to Germany. From the wording

of his article he was evidently from East Germany which
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was in the hands of Russia:

GrCD-BY, big country, rich country,

after 1000 days I'm leaving you forever.

Good-by you level farm land, you cotton ralsing state,

you proudest soil under the sun: "My Texas",

Good-by espacially to you, Fortress Swift

with your barracks and training grounds;

you took it from me, finally, this consciousness

of mine to belong to that brave mankind. .

Good=-by busy office st this post,

Good-by dear desks and copies and typewriters,

Good-by folks, 21l you clerk-typists and levely

stenographers, with silk stockings, powdered faces

and rouged lips. I was amazed seeing you sitting

leisurely at hard work with "Coks" at hand.

Good-by America: I'm going to England now as a
joung slave

and then to Russia as an old one,

GOCD-BY - You swell life.

The Russian prisoners wanted to stay to the man. They said
if they were sent back to Russia they knew they would be
executed for allowing themselves to be captured, and they
probably would have begn. They were being used at many
places around the camb toward the end of the war. The
better educated ones worked in offices, even at Camp Head-
quarters. Most of the. prisoners were on their way for

return to their own land during the summer of 1946,
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CHAPTER IX
SPECIAL EVENTS
TRAINING FILMS

During February, 1943, more than 75,000 persons
witnossed screenings of Training Films supplied by the
Camp Swift Training Film Library: 971 bookings of
film: 1,871 scrcenings; c¢ight previews with morc than
fifty projectionists trained. The library had 1,330
films on treining subjects and 1,500 strip films. Some

of the fiilms were available to be shown before informal

civilian community groups. The Camp Swift Library was
outstanding and received wide recognition, Details of
the unit, showing menner of sto;age and handling, were
sent to every army camp in thé Continental United States.
This film library was under the supervision of Captain

& Roland Dodson.

f WEEKEND TRAFFIC INTO AUSTIN

Transportation into Austin on weekends was a major
oroblem. The proclem was caused by such & great number

of soldiers being turned loose on Saturdays at the same
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+ime. The Kerrville Bus Company had the contracts to
furnish buses for these trlps into Austin and placed

- gixty-five buses on this route., It was also aggravate-
ed by the fact that tire ratioqing was so_str1c~ that
the arrival of many buses was éelayed because of

£lats. As many as 20,000 to 22, 000 soldiers would make
the trip to Austin on these week ends. The distance
from Camp Swift to Austin was‘thlrty-flve miles.
Theoretically, each bus was placed about a mile apart,
put it did not work out +hat way, because these troops
were turned out all at once. Consequently, +the lineup
at the bus statzon was often more than a quarter of a
mile long. Attempts were made to get the railroads to
Tun shuttle'traxns, but that was.lmposslble because
there were two :aiifoads involved. Had there been

only one then the problem would have been solved. It
meant changing engines and train crews at Elgin where
ihe'junction was'made.ffom the Katy to the Southern
pacific. The problem was never solved in a satisfactory
manner., 71The bus service inside the camp was contracted
with the Bowen Bus Company. They used tractor Arucks
with very long ¢railers that could carry 2s many as
200 soldiers each trip through that camp. These were
open air trailers, and iﬁ jnclement weather they cer-

tainly were not 2 highly*desirable means of‘travel°

43




ARMY MESS VISITS BY HOUSEWIVES

Housewives of the Camp Swift area, who were curious
to know the manner in thch soldiers were fed and
housed, had an opportunity to gain first hand know-
ledge and information on this subject. Visits by
women's groups were welcomed and were conducted on
tours of mess halls, kitchens, food supply depots, and
barracks. Of course, this did not do them much good
except to satisfy their curiosity because of the
scale on which the fooq was served, So many of fhem
had,mgmbers of their fémilies in the service that they
did gain information about how their own were being
fed and housed. It was. felt that this was a morale
builder for the relatives at home, ‘The bakery was
always an interesting place for them because of its

size and cleanliness., It was the largest type used by'

any army camp.
.CAMP NEWSPAPER

The Camp Swift neWépaper was called the ngp Swift
Baron. The name Baron being taken from Baron de Bas-
trop, the founder of'the town of Bastrop. The paper
was first published on June 10, 1942, It was distribut-
ed each Wednesday by the public relations office.as an
eight page tabloid, well illustrated with half tones.

It also carried national sporting news and all the



latest reports of the war effort. It always had a
picture of a popular pin-up girl, one of its most
popular features. At first, it was a problem to get
the newspaper printed and several printing firms were
tried without much success until finally the Taylor,
Texas, newspaper took the contract and did & great job
under the most difficult conditions. George Peeler

was the owner and publisher of the Taylor newspaper.
MINUTE MAN FLAGS

Camp Swift never failed to sell enough war bonds
to qualify for the Minute Man Flags signifying that
.he quotas had always been met.. As an example, on the
4th Bond drive 8,727 persons using pay reservations,
purchased a total of $89,340,05 monthly. This figure
was the amount withheld monthiy and not the total amount
of bonds purchased which was many times the amount with-
held. Ninety-one and one tenth percent of the civi-
lian workers participated for ten and one tenth per
cont of their total pay roll. The civilian workers
bought bonds in the amount of $18,554 for cash; mili-
tary personnel, $151,379.1C, ‘Camp Swift had about the
pest record for bond purchases of fhe entire army.
~hese pbond campaigns were handled vigorously and were

pushed by the entire camp officers' organizations.
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RED CROSS DRIVES

Camp Swift responded to the Rec¢ Cross drives with
the same cnthusiasm as it did for the bond drives. The
Red Cross maintained an office at the camp and hac six
full time men in that office. The soldiers came in
such close contact with its penefits that they gave
more than was expected. On one drive the Red Cross
netted $15,652.49 and on another drive the amount was
$21,828.15. A great deal of this money came right back
in helping some stranded soldier's family or provided
money for him to make a quick trip home in cases of
1llness or death in the family. Whenever the man saw

-hat he himself might need some ready cash quickly he

was always to be counted on to contrlbute.
DISPLAY OF ARMY EQUIPMENT

The Southwest's largest display of army equipment
was furnished by Camp Swift' "This display was set up in
the bu1ld1ng on the northeast corner at Fourth Street
and Congress Avenue in Austin. A great deal of time and
effort went into this exhibit. It opened at 2 PM, on
November 8, 1943, with the Governor and the Mayor of
Austin making short speeches. Displays were shown by
<he Signal Corps, Quartermaster, Medical Corps, Dental

Corps, Engineers, Chemical Warfare, Ordnance,Salvage,
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Sp_,;al'Services,_Post Exchange, Chaplain Corps, Tire
Repair Section, Dehydrated Foods, Finance,legal £id,
Public Relations, Military Police, WACS, Civilian Per-
sornel, American Red Cross, Laundry, ang Camp Headgquari~
ers. This exhibit ran for one week, and 2 tally was xept
with a mechanical counter of the number of persons pass-
ing through the main entrance. There Vas a total of
46,000 persons attending and viewing this exhibit. A
rumcer of 6ther camps sent repzesentatives there %o
observe its operation sO that when their time came they
could profit by the experience of Swift. The response

was astounding to all including the Camp Commander.
ANNIVERSARIES

Each year during the life of Camp Swift some kind
of anniversary celebration was held. At this time the
gates were opened to the public, and they were allowed
+o enter and to see what they pleased. The Governor
and the mayors of Austin, Bastrop, Elgin, Taylor, and
Smithville were‘honored guests., Addresses were given

and the retreat formation was always colorful.
NURSES TRAINING CENTER

The army established the only nurses training center
in Texas at Camp Swift. The initial number in the first
-oup was 248 nurses, all of whom were graduate nurses.
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These NUISCS went through 2@ rigid training coursé cven
to camping- out in the training. aresd and going through
what was known aS the infiltration,course. In this
course the nurses, dressed in fatigues, crawled on their
stomachs +hrough barbed wire with overhead machine gun
firc for 2 distance of fifty yards. This was 3 txying
ordeal for them and many of them had upset stomachs -
as the result. This was not ynusual as many men did
aize,. hecause of the fumes from the Suns and from ex-
plosives being fired at intervals along the course.

A total of 980 nurses passed through and graduated
from this training center. The third class of nurses

,duating from +he Nurses pasic Training Center had

108 graduates. More than half of this class was from
Texas. gach graduating class paraded and passed in re-
view before the Commanding Officer of the Regional Hos-
pital, Colonel AubreY K. Brown, and had their dance in
the Camp Field House. A total of six classes graduated.
The removal of the 980 nufses graduating'from +his train-
ing ccnter alone was one csuse for the great shortage

of nurses available to civilian hospitais.
CAMP COMMANDERS

Camp Swift had few commanders. 1+ seemed that when

-

& camp commander was assigned, he stayed longer than the

gsual time in co@parison with other camps. Colonel

Lawrence A. Kurtz was Camp Commander from May 4, 1942,
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to January 19, 1944; Coloncl Alfrcd G. Brown, from Jan-
uary 20, 1944, to May 31, 1944; Colonel Oscer P, rlouston,
from June 1, 1944, to M2y 12, 1%46; Licutenant Coloncl
John L. Morley, from May 13, 1946, to its close @ few
months later. Colonel Kurtz, on leaving, took command
of Fort Hood. Colonel Brown left to cainaand Camp Enowile.
Colonel Houston left to command Fort Hood. Lieutenant
Colonel Morley was to inactivate the camp. Colonel
Kurt:, scon after going to Hood was retired because of
physical disebility, Coclonel Brown came to Swift from
Monticello, Arkansas, where he was in command of a
Prisoner of War Camp., Colonel Houston was at one time
in command of Swift during the zbsence of Colonesl Kurtz
who was ordered to Fort Clark on temporary duty. This
was October 9, 1943, and was for'a period of three months.
Colonel Houston received the Legion of Merit Decoration

as a reward for his work as Camp Swift Commander.
SWIMMING POOLS

The first swimming pool to be opened at Camp Swift
was dedicated in August, 1943. Later, four more pools
were opened and the Red Cross provided instructors to
teach life-saving to the troops. This help by the Red
Cross swimming instructors was greatly appreciated. It
gave the troops the very highest type of instruction

availeble and wes most thorough and complete; These
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o0ools had their own circulating and filtering water sys-

tem. Each pool cost $25,000 to build.

PROFESSICNAL ENTERTAINERS

Camp Swift was fortunate to have many USO Camp Shows,
Two of the most popular entertainers were Red Skelton
and Gypsie Rose Lee. Others did not meet with their
popularity in any sense, although, others had just as
tig & reputation on the stage and in motion pictures.
One very pretty little blond was Alyce Knox who had
the looks but jacked the routine that +he other two had.

Red Skelton's wife Edna assisted him in his act.
MILITARY POLICE

The military police of any'army:post had the sym-
pathy of all, They had a haxd job to do and their
hours were ldng and tiresome, but they did a splendid
job just the same. They maintained the stockade and
patroled areas outside the camp. A special detail was
maintained in Austin permanently. Contact with the main
MP headquarters in camp Was maintained by wireless tele-
shone. The Austin detail worked with the Austin police
and assisted them in every Wway. The Austin Police De-
partment gave finger print instruction to the military
police at the camp and other types of instruction as
well,
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REDEPLOYMENT OF INDIVIDUAL UNITS

When the war was over in Europe, many indivicdual
units were returned to-the United States for redeploy-
ment. Among those sent to Camp Swift were the follow-
ing: . ’

187th Medical Battalion Headquarters and Head-

quarters Detachment

489th Ambulance Company

1469th Engineer Maintenance Company

1614th Engineer Water Supply Company

630th Medical Collecting Company

663xd. Medical Collecting Company

The 489th Ambulance Company and the 1469th Engineer
Maintenance Company had participated in the Battle of
the Bulge. The 663rd Medical Collecting Company had
dusted as many as 2,500 civilians daily for social in-
sects while in Europe, and in a one-month'period dusted
more than 100,000 c;Vilians, principally.displaced per-
sons and German givilians seeking to cross the Rhine
River. All of the above units were assigned to Fifth

Headquarters Special Troops, Fourth Army, under the Com-

mand of Brigadier General William P. Bledsoe,

ELECTRICAL STRIKE OF LCRA EMPLOYEES
Electrical workers of the Lower Colorado River Auth-
ority went out on strike at 1 AM, September 30, 1945, and
for fifteen hours Camp Swifg'was without electrical
current of any kind. This strike affected every acti-
vity in the camp, Messes, the hospital, laundry, sewer-

age disposal plant and laundry suffered the greatest.




The hospitel had at the time one thousand patients as
well as five hundred using personnel, only one ward with
running water, and no electricity. Physiotherapy treat-
ments were at a standstill. Men with legs stiff from
pattle wounds had 1o forego treatmént pending return of h
electrical power. The hospital laboratory engaged in
making blood tests, etc., could not use its centrifuge,
its baking ovens, and could not regulate the delicate
temperature necessary for all its functions. Sixteen
scheduled operations were cancelled by the surgery.
Emergency operations were performed with the use of bat-
tery powered lights and improvised steam sterlizers,
There was hardly enough standpipe pressure to operate the
hospital, and the sewerage disposal plent. Asltime went
on the pressure was gradually reduced in the standpipes.
There was no sanitary facilities for the 2,000 civilian
workers in the camp sO they were sent home. The result
was 2 halt or slow down in the operation of the separa=
tion center which had been discharging men 2t the rate
of 150 per day. Chest X-Rays which had to be recorded
with the use of gasoline powecred emergency generators
nad to be taken to the hospital at Elgin to be read proper-
ly and studied. These inconveniences all go to show what
car. happen to 3 powerful installation when a strike of
s few workers intexrupts ifs orderly routine.

A+ the time of the power shut-down there were only
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3,. 4,000 gallons of water abovevground, which, sfter
211, was not very much considering the camp population
s+ the time. The use of water for washing of trgcks

and cutomcbiles was ordered stopped by the camp commancer
=5 soon as the power went off. By 5FM Moﬁday Septemser
20th power was restored bY routing eiectricity into ihe
camp by the Texas power and Light Company. At the time
of the strike @ great many German Prisoners of War were
used as kitchen police in the many camp messes znd they
usually arrived at the messes in the mornings pefore the
mess cooks. On this particular moziiing when the cooks
arrived a2t the kitchens and there was no electricity

+* -y said, "In 2 1ittle while we will have lights.”

...¢ Germans said, "Nein, nein, strike, strike.“ -So it
was 3 strike, and the Germans found it oﬁt before ouT
own cooks did. So the word gets around through the

under-ground pretty fast.
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There was one very important thing that did rmuch to
ease the problem of heatiné, cooking and iighting. A
nigh tension electric transmission line ran through the
camp near the cantonment area. A gas trancmission pine
iine also ran tnhrough the regervation near the warenouse
area. The fact that the gas3 1ine was soO near with gas
available that the item of coal was not as great a proo-
1em as it was in numerous other camps especially in the
sastern part of tae United States.

The water was pure and could be used direct from the
deep wells %o the using facility without having to be
purified.

As the military apea was in the shape of a triangle
it was easily access;ble from three s;des each of which
nad a first ¢class state highway'along its borders. In
addition two railroads were available, they being the
Missouri-Kansas and Texas and the Southern Pacific. Both
of these railroadés ran along the military reservation
voundaries, one running east and west through McDade and
the other north and south between Elgin and BRastrop.

It is very jnteresting to Know that Bergstrom Alr
Force Base was furnished laundry service from Camp Swift
and in addition the Camp Swift pakery furnished Bergstrom
Air Force Base with breaé. The reason that this could

te done was that the laundry and the vakery at Camp Swift
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were of such immense size. This shows & cooperation
petween the services not only to be helpful but also an
economical manner of reducing expenses.as much as
possible, thereby lessening to some extent the total
cost of the war. Although this seems 1ike a small item
it does have a meaning that should be incorporated in
enis history of Camp Swift.

It s to be hoped that this brief nistory of Camp
Swift will ve of some value toO those interested in such
nistories and that in the future it will be used for any
.research reguired. Mr. Walter E. Long of Austin was
the prime mover in jnstilling enthusiasm to the wfitér

in getting the job done. Thanks to him.




ORDNANCE AND EXPLOSIVE WASTE
ARCHIVES SEARCH REPORT
FOR
FORMER CAMP SWIFT
BASTROP, TEXAS
PROJECT NUMBER KO06TX030402

APPENDIX F

LETTERS /MEMORANDUMS /MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS




APPENDIX F

LETTERS /MEMORANDUMS /MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

Table of Contents

F-1 Letter, U.S. Senate (L. Johnson), January 10, 1852, Subject:
Ccamp Swift Reactivation (B-12) .

F-2 Memorandum, EOD Fort Sam Houston TX, 29 December 1993,
Subject: Disposal Operations Camp Swift, TX (B-13) .

F-3 Letter, Texas National Guard Armory Board - Austin,
13 August 1971, Subject: Military Use of Camp Swift (B-14) .

F-4 TLetter, USACE - Fort Belvoir, February 8, 1991, Subject:
WW II Archival Information for Camp Swift's Demolition Area

(B-15) .



v ————— . —————— -

A

. * '
* ;
: 5
MILL WRO £ TYDINGS, MY, CHAHIMAN :
2 . . ;

A B AV B RIBDGE D, NV
ey CHAN GUENLE Y, G DAK .
e Mo [MRIRTIN R AL.‘lun’-\Al L, MAGS, )
WON O WAYNI. MOMBE, QKL G |

5 RIP 2 ) WILLIAM 7. ANOWLAND, [TIRTA ‘ v .y e\ -
LR Co HUN 7, wW¥O. HAKKY 1, CAIN, WADH, 'a':.‘LG » r%l cz ~s cw“c‘ £e '
J MELGON THIGUY, GLCIE . COMMITTEE ON ARMED GERVICES ‘

P}

.... hwa‘ “'J, A-\/J-.

- - > o % A . “ . - o Yo, 4 &
T want Ve ttsas yodw For YA LLISBIY 2UIUC
- ~

- A
Neen 2y d p pre e AL - - R b~ gl
+he weactivetion of fop Guidh, It was & pllasucte k% LT
~ -

. . - Tpre,en o~ . 3 - & Ny v -
from you and BO Xaow of youl Jatssest in int cwnp.

1 tne mesl consrizeilen sl
hits instails \.‘,--;n:m erYors Guriing WoTrLid
I. AT cianls 2l Tew :m.w: **.. cumy BAC 2npIe-
ibs .:r;.:z,:::'.«sls Tor he Miuse oiner ATmy fsedlil
Comnp Swild 1s baliy CTNSALS o lfight of wrustnt
ander constent oIl R A L""ic“""
2ues L4, Toam conl SeTious ThCIENT
wa to recgesing vids ‘..-s.se.

Vi ‘-3 Z -::w: o divset suiheiity ower Thuoow
gaglsions, 2 fous 1o assist In & -**'*“y way possidle.
T owelidd w:.' maln your Viges il o thue prav oy o'?-'---
' erais. Mouominlle, o2 vRlZ "“.'G~>.-e.""g' wiel o el Wil
Ccr:.:.:’. ¢ Lih ATey &b Fort Som dovagian, w‘n.c is oot
rardl -\“,--31 wsinie Tor matters of tale RING.
; re T ozu be of service e% euy niNe, Tlease

Texprbsr to csll On .

//’/‘IJ
WOA e

hi . - SN A chy oy
Kes. We &. VRIS -
. \,," ..«-.....‘3’ T 3
, .
L W
. YW g,



JAN @6 794 _ B4:41PM 137TH ORD DET EOD P.2

i DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
137TH ORD DET (EOD)
§2d ORD GP (EOD)

€T SAM HOUSTON, TX 78234-5000

AFZG—-EOD 29 Dac 93
MEMORANDUM FOR: US ARMY CENTER FOR EXPLOSIVE SAFETY
SUBJECT: DISPOSAL OPERATIONS CAMP SWIFT/MAYBRY, ™

1. The following is a list of jitems disposed of at Camp Swift .
or Camp Maybry in the last three years by the 137th EOD.

DATE LOCATION ITEM & EXP TYPE
20 FEB 91 CP SWIFT 1ea 60mm Projo HE M49 W/MSZE
29 AUG 91 CP SWIFT 2ea 3.5" Rocket HE
15 JAN 92 CP SWIFT jea 90mm Projo APHE
1ea 3.5" Rocket HE
10 ARR 92 ~ CP SWIFT 1ea Grenade HE/Frag M67
07 AUG 92  CP SWIFT lea Grenade HE/Frag M67
26 MAR 93 - CP SWIFT 17ea Hoffman Devices/Pyrotechnic
OB APR 93 CP SWIFT 2ea 40mm Projo Illumimation M583Al
23 APR 93 CP SWIFT 1ea Grenade Smoke/Red M40
19 APR 9? _ CP SWIFT 1ea 3.5" Rocket HE
10 MRY 93 cP SWIFT 19; 76mm Projo APHE |
22 JUL 93. CP SWIFT jea 2.36" Rocket HEAT .
: 1ea 40mm Projo Illumination
02 JUL 93 CP SWIFT 2ea Grenade HE/Frag M6l
19 AUG 93 CP SWIFT . 9ea Demo Charge HE M112/C-4
07 auG 93 CP SWIFT 2ea Grenade HE/Frag M67

2ea 40mm Projo Illuminaticn
12 OCT 93 *XCP MAYBRY 2ea Grenade/Rifle HEAf Mo

2. POC for this Matter is SFC Heegeman,  DSN:471-1004.

CHARLES T. HEEGEMAN
SFC, USA
Operations NCO
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STATE OF TEXAS

TEXAS NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY BOARD

WEST AUSTIN STATION

AUSTIN. TEXAS 78703
AIR MAIL o 13 August 1971

District Engineer

Department of the Army

Corps of Engineers, Ft Worth District
P. O. Box 17300

Fort Worth, Texas 76102

Attention: Mr. E. B. White, Attorney

Re

Military Training Use of Camp Swift
Dear Mr. White:

In reply to your request for information as to the
military training use of the Camp Swift Reservation the
following is furnished:

Camp Swift - 11,777 acres more or less
Used by TNG on a license basis since 1958 (probably used on
a permit basis earlier than that)

Used by five battalion-size units and eight company-size units
all of which are TNG - TNG units use Swift an average of three
weekends per month. (Approximately 3300 personnel)

Also used by U S Army and Marine Reserve and U of Texas ROTC

Active U S Air Force units from Bergstrom AFB use Camp Swift
on Tuesday and Thursday of each week.

Followingitypes ofstrafhingitbhducted at Camp Swifts

Range firing, parachute drops, tactical training, compass
course & map reading, office candidate training, guerilla
warfare, chemical warfare training, engineer equipment
training, etc.

Following facilities are available for training: Three mess
halls, two storage buildings, five latrine buildings, twelve
concrete tent slabs, known distance range, pistol range

machine gun range, drop zone (paratroop training), and water
distribution system.

The_eptire area is outleased for grazing and the lease is
administered by the Corps of Engineers, Ft Worth District.

With kindest personal regards, I am

rs truly,
cc: AGTEX-E

- ’9
\L . /‘\(' 2 ‘(?/
PJCM/h1 ?n‘éﬁTéﬁ‘Ziyc/%né

CONTRACTING AGENT

F-3



Office of History

Mr. Ty Probasco
Lower Colorado River Authority
Post Office Box 220

Austin, Texas 78767

Dear Mr. Probasco:

Paul walker asked e to respong to your letter of

January 8, 1991, requesting archival information on Camp -
Swift,'Texas.

David Pergrin, who commanded the 291st Engineer Combat
Battalion in Europe during that war and who trained with
that unit at Camp Swift ip 1943. colone] Pergrin recalled

their training area. Many other engineer units also
trained at Camp Swift, and jt would be mere Speculation to

training at Camp Swift with the commissioner of your



Program ig Mr. Ron Zunker, You may contact Mr. Zunker at
the following address and telephone humber:

Mr. Ron Zunker

U.s. Army Engineer District, Fort Worth
ATTN:; CESWF-ED-g

Post Office Box 17300

Fort Worth, Texas'76102-0300

Phone: 817-334-9908

I am confident that Mr, dunker wij] be able to assist
Your park development efforts,

Sincerely,

C:2§0421 ;géLaZ;ézi

Charlesg Hendricks
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1I. GENERAL DESCRIPTION

2.01, General Desoript ion

a. The installation consisted of lpproxi.mtoly
52,092.76 acres of land partly owned by the Goverment anl partly by
individuals, which lands are snslysed lager in this report. The area
{s the former Camp Swift. The installation was declared surplus and
the General Services Administretion (suocessors %o Viar Asasets
administration) sold to former ownsr ther individuals amd to
the State of Texas approximately SBW
portgease Corporation sold to former
The GSA also sold praotically all of the buildimgs in the cantorment
ares whioh were diamarmtled and/or removed. The fow remaining buildings
are listed below. The gtreets and rosds have been neglected sxd are
in very bad condition and will require considersble expend iture to
place them in st isfactory statuse. The cantoment area is prautioally
covered with concrete slebs and concrete posts on which the buildings
stood and other structures, such as chimneys, which the purchasers cf
the build.ngs were not required to renove. There is & oounty road
fron Bastrop to MoDade, Toxas, whioh is open at the present time to
the publio.

be. Status of structure ruilining on the former
canp Swift reservstion ls as follows: ° .

(1) Thirty-five (38) Goverment-cwned buildings
and structures in the cantomment area are now under the Jurisdiction
of the Corps of Engineerse
(2) Twenty-eight (28) structures, inoluding the
warehousc area water tower and two wells were sold or are under contract
of sale to ¥re He Le Harvey, & private jrdividual, This sele is treated
later in tuis reporte

(3) 7wo (2) buildings at the extreme north side
of cantonment area constructed for an ineinerstor amd the 1and on whioch
situated were sold to & private corporation anl are to remain in placee

: (4) six (6) buildings and land on whieh looated
were sold to State of Texas for use by Department of Health.

c. Buildings under the jurisdiction of the Corps of
£ngineors, mentioned in b{1l; above (loonted on 121.35 acres - See
Exnibit "av) are jdentified below:

Building Ho. Type Dimensions
T=501 Shop Building 76 x 2850'
T=302 Shop Building 76¢ x 250°
T=308 Shop Building 75t x 250'
T304 Shop Buildimg 76" x 260°
T-305 Shop Building 75¢ x 250°
7306 Shop Building 76 x 250°

e T

2 mbesubalned
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REAL ESTATE PLANMING REPORT

ACGUISITION OF LAND POR DEPARMEN OF THE ARMY
HEADQUAKTERS, Us S« ARMY
WASHIMGTCN 26, De Co

I. PRGJECT DESIGMATION AWD IOCATION

1-01. Desigmations Subjest installstion was formerly
designuted Camp ﬁé, Texas.

1-02, lLooation: Subject installation conaisted of approxi=-
mataly 62,092,76 aores, the presert status of whieh iz as follows:
o owhq ¥
. I850Fh 56 acres ~ Governnent «ownsd
be 373.90 acres - State of Texms owmed
Ge ™ 21 Aor<s - Privatoly owned
3L, 6268
Iand in b ahove was deaded to the Jtate of Texas with right of
re-use (Ex:ibit "F ) and land in c above, with the exception of those
areas suown in green on Exhibit “C", will lave to be re-acquired. A
tract register is found later in tide reporte. The land is all located
in Bastrop County, Texas. The installation 1s bounded on the West by
State diglmmy 95, on the Scutheast by Federal Higlway 290 and on the
Yorth by State iighway 20, forming an irregular triangle. At the South
vertex is dastrop, the ccunty seat of Bastrop Coumty, the Bortisrest
vertex, Elgin, Texns, and the East vertex, Mige, Texas.

The durroundinz country is given almost entirely to farming and
stoek famming. DBastrop County is looated in what is generally termed
the eastern part of cemral Texas and is sdjesent to Travis County in
wr.ion is loested Austin, the oapitol of Texas.

1-03, Boonomy: <The town of Oagtrop is oua of the old satt le-
ments in that part of Texas; has & population of 3,100 ard 18 locsted
on the Colerade River, X miles Southeast of Austin. Elgin ia approxie-
matel; the smae site of Bastrop amd is located B8 miles Horth of
Bustrop. DPaige is loocated spproximately 16 miles Hortheast of Bastrop
and is a snall inland town of scme €00 inhabitants. All of these
communities are supported principally by farming and stock farming
with sume mining of lignite., Clays are uged for the mamufacturing of
brick and pottery and at Bastrop there are two sall saw mills for
the production of lumber, mostly pine. Bastrep is served by the Missouri,
{ansas and Texas Railroad, Federal Highwey 200 and State Highways 71 and
96, FRlgin is served by the same railroand and also the Southern Pacifie
Company and State ilighways 20 and 96. Paige is served by the Southern
snoific Campeny, Federal Highway 280 ard State Higlways 20 end 21. The
trode areas of these cummunities is liktited to the surrourding tarritorye.
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Building No Type Dimensions
T«307 Shop Building 76" x 260°*
T=308 Shop Building 76 x 260°
T=309 Shop Building 76' x 260°
Unmmbered Storshouse 107 x l2°
Unmmbered Storshousse - 10* x 12¢
Ummunbered Storehvuse 10* x 12¢
Unnunbered 8torehouse 10' x 12¢
Umnmbered Storehouse 10' x 12*
Unmuabered Storehouse T 10 x 12t
Unmmbered . Storehouse 10* x 12
Unnumbered Storehouse lo* x 12¢
Unmmbered Storshouse 10* x 12*
8388,1 Boatashed 30' x 100
2388,2 Boatshed 30* x 100*
238843 Boatshed 80* x 10
T«3017- Gumrd House 50t x 90!
Te42186 Guard House 30 x 90°
T-4215 officer's Mesa 60* x 125!
T=311 ¥arehouse . 76' x 300¢
T=313 Post Exchange S0 x 6o*
T=501 Court Buildirg 25¢' x 50!
2 wells, mmbers lA and 1B 1100' (depth)

5 steel grease racks
4 sleotric motors w/pump house

d. Buildings and structures sold to Mr. liarvey (located
on 163.9 acrcs - See Exhibit "A") mentioned in b(2) above are idemtified
as followss

Building Hoe Type Dimensions
16 Storehouse 80 x 150°
16 Warehouse 60' x 150
17 Storehouse 60' x 150°¢
18 Storehouse 60' x 150°?
19 Storehouse 60* x 150°
22 Storshouss 60' x 150°
41 Storehousse 80' x 150*
42 : Storchouse 60* x 160°*
43 Storehouse 80* x 150°¢
44 Yarehouse 60' x 150°
48 Zarshouse 60* x 150°¢
49 Storshouse 80* x 150°
80 Storehouse 60' x 150°
51 Storshouse 60* x 150°
45 “arehouse 60* x 150°
24 Cold Storage 140* x 230°
23 3akery 96' x 126¢
Unnumb exred Hutment: 16' x 18°
81 failrosd Shed 30' x 52¢
27 . varehouse 20' x 262!
S . i 3
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Building Hoe Iype Dimensions
54 PO §7' x 100!
68 P s7*' = 10
47 1spP 8o* x 70!

88 Punp House 30t x 60*
31 THS 70¢ x 120'
Unmmbered wWater Tank 800,000 gals.

2 wells, mmbers 1 and 2

e. Buildings Nos. 452 and 463 (incinerator mentionsd
in b(3) above) emch 34' x 70* ard the land on which situsted were
sold to Texas Rendering Company, Ince

£. Buildings and atructures mentionsd in b(4) above,
sold to State of Texms, Departaent of Health, are jdentified belows

Build:ng dos Iype Dimensions
2630 “torage Bay 44 x 44°
2523 Motor Repair Shop 40 x 80*
2627 Stershouse 25 x 54'
2625 04l House 12t x 12°
2626.1 04l House 12' x 12'
Urnonmbered _ Booster Pump House 6t x 8*

$ wells, numbers 3, 4 and 5"

2-02, Utilities: The JGeneral Services Administration sold
practiocally all the utilities in the area, inoluding water end Ees lines,
pumping station, apd the water tenk. The puaping station is intact and
1g f.rnishing water to the area now under aontrol of e e Harvey arnd
wniah is trested later in this report. There are seven (7) wells which
are epparemtly in good cordition, although all are not being pumped &t
the present time. The United Gas pipe line rune shrough the installstion,
but all laterals fram this line, fommerly ased by the Goverment, have
been destroyed, except in the ares oscupied by He L. Harveye. Apparently
the sowsgze system is intact. All electrioal lines have been renoved
exoept in the area ococupied by He Le Tiarvey ani the area adjacent fomerly
occupied by the Netional ‘uard, now under jurisdiction of the Corps of
Engineors.

11T ADDITIONAL IAND KEQUIRMMENTS

$-0l, FPes (See Exnibit "A"): The land to be sogquired will
fall in the following oatezories:

a. land belonging to the Governnent to be withdrawn
froa surpluse

b. Land belonging to the Govermment and umder
jurisdiction of the Corps of Engineers.

6. Lamd disposed of by GEA snd subject to recapture
of use,
4., Lland formerly belonging to the Govermment but now
owned by privite individuals whioh will be recovered by the purchases
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8.02, The Hatl.nal Guard, under &n scoepted applioation
by GSA axd pursuant to Public Law 829, was given &ccess to 4,443.7
sores, which was formerly the rifle range. The aforementioned
applicstion has been withdrawn (Exhibit "1%) and ths land can be
repossessed withcut cost by moans of withdrewsl from surplus.

fhere are approximately 373.87 aares of land deeded by the
Generel Services Administration to the State of Texms, Department
of Health. The use of this land is recapturable under the deed of
conveyunce to tns state (Exhibit F*)e '

X Llety ~
There are " 21 sores, more or less, deeded by the GSA axa
FRUC to priwate individumls. This land, with the exception of those
areas shown in green on Exhibit “C", will rave %o be recovered direot
purchase, It is now owned by approximstely 181 individuels end/or firms,
A troot register reflecting the nmmes of the wvarious owners is included
in ¢1i8 report.

3-03. Special Problems

a. Gonersl Services Administratlion, through sdvertised
bids, agreed to assll spproximately 163.¢ aores of land, including certain
buildings and improvements at Csmp Swift, %o Hr. He Le Harvey (See Fxhibit
"z"), HKr., Harvey was placed in possession of the property by GSa letter
of Intont and Eight-of=Entry dated 6 July 1950, The deed %o property
sold was not delivered due %o a request made to seneral Services ifminis-
tration by the Hunitions Seard to defer further dispossal sction. GS& hes
written a letter to iir, :mrvey acknowledging receipt of partial paymert,
grauting rightecf-emtry and agree.ng to execute formal transfer instrue
ment. Mre. Harvey has signed and socepted this lettar whieh, it is
believed, constitutes & sales econtraot since the sale was consumnated
with the exception of the axecution of formal transfer agreement. The
ocntract also provides for an eangsanesnt on 6 scres of land on waich the
water tover is located, anl provides for ingress and egress thereto.

The water tower ims been trangferred to Mr. Harvey.

The structures nuww loomted on the 168.0 acres are listed under
Paragraph 2«31 of tuis report. In addition to these structurs, ir. Zarvey
was convayed four (4) miles of railroad spur track exterding from the
Hissouri, Kansas and Texas Railrcad tracks to the warehouse area. This
ccntraat also conveys to Mr. liarvey the utilities on the 163.9 acres,
inolud:ng the pump house and twu wells., These utilities were inoluded
in the sale with the following reserwiions)

(1) That ¥r. Harvey would furnish utilities,
at ourrent costs for s period of five (8) years to the
ares (121,36 acres) adjacent to the Harvey tract, fomerly
under license to the State of Texas for Natioml Guard
purposes, but now umior the jurisiietion of the Corps of
Eng insers.

(2) 7mat Mr. Harvey would farnish utilitioes,
at current costs, to serve two=mndred units of the
Federal Housing Administration loceted across the higlway
frea the Harvey tract. ' ' ~
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be G8A agreed %o sell to the lower Colorado River
Authority certain lands, eomprising an area of 88' square, amd the
electric distribution system at Cemp Swift, looated within the Harvey
¢tract (See BExhibit "H"), The deed conveying titls to the property
wag delivered to the Lower Colorado River Authority; however, their
attorney returned sme to GSA requesting minor changes. Before the
deed oould be dorrected and returned to the LCRA, the Munitions Bosrd
requested GSA to defer further disposal action, GSA has written a
letter to ICRA acknowledging receipt of paymemt, granting righteof-
ertry and agreeing to execute formal transfer instrument. LCRA has
signed and sccepted this letter whieh, it is believed constitutes sales
contract since the sale was consummated with the exception of the
exaocution of formal transfer agreement,

~ Apparently, Mr. FHarvey and the Lower Colorado River Autharity
sare complying with their contrscts with GSA and are entitled to receive
deed for the property.

3«04, New Acquisition: The Department of the Amy has
requested acquisition of land suffiocient and suitable for river orossing
traininge A tract has been selected and approved by the Fowrth Amy,
loocated approximetely four (4) miles west of the Camp Jwift Reserwation
on the Coloredo River (See Exhibit "A").

~he area under consideration inocludes what is known as Powell
Bend, in the Colorado River. The land west of the river is all river
valley land. Un the cther side of the river the rorth portion is
wlley land around to Big Sandy Creek. Frum this orseek south is rough,
hilly terrain with considerable bluff on the river. The most southerly
portion extends imto ancther bend in the river with considerable valley
land, Approximately malf of the emtire moreage is river walley aiud the
cther half hilly and rough. The area ocnaists of approximately 1240
sores, &as shown in ixhibit “c",.

« The river valley land in the entire area is being used for
faming and stook farming. The rough land is used for pasture. There
will be approximately eight (8) ownerships involved with considerable
severances, There are no cemeteries or churches involved in the
soquisition. A ocoumty rosd erosses the area Horth of the Colorado River;
it is the stated opinion of the using service that no mecessity exists
for olosing or relocating this road. The ares is approached from the
West by a 4jirt road leading off of the old Elgin Rad, which iz an
slleweather road out of Bastrop. The east side is approached by &
county gravel road., Thers is & gravel road leeding from the most
southerly peint of the ares to Higisay No. 95 opposite the Camp Swift
cantoment arem, & distance of approximstely four (4) miles. There
will be approximately five femilies displaced but no industries will
be disturbed; thercfore, the sconomy of the eamunity will not be
sericusly affected,
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TRACT REGISTER (FORMER CAMP SWIFT)

Traat No.

i

4-1
A2
A‘jg &o

: A'B. Pt‘
"'5‘ Pto
A-3
A-5
A-6, Pt.
A‘é. Pt.
A-9. Ptc
A"’9I Pto_
A'IOQ Pt.
A-10, Pt.
A-11
A-12
A-19
A-2L
A-28
A-29 ,
4-30
A-33
4-35
5‘360 A’LI»OU A"-ll
A-38
A"hl. Pt.
“m. Pt.
A-lly, Pt.

A‘uh. Pto
A-L5
A-l7, Pt.
B-L8
B-L49
B-50

B-51

B-52
B=5l, )
B=55 & 50
B-58
B-53
B-60

B=b

B-61
B-62
B-62, Pt.
B-63, Pt.
B-6L
B-67
B-68
B-69
B-70

N A Tet:

R T

Owneyr

Helen A. 8kadden

Je As Dudbe

Max Helnse

c. c.c-ns’-lg ot ux
Wise T. MoKrowns

C. B.Bajord

W. V. Hardin

W. 8. Watson

%. B. Dossin

8.F. znom

¥. S.Hatson

M, Kastum

W. §. Watson

Chasz. A. Klunm

Paul Wedsh

Julius Zastum, Jr.
Julius Kastum, Jr.
F. B.Schneider
Bessie & FPrank P, Farrell
Robbee Marie Sohnelder
W. Y. Hardin :
S.W. Searborough

A. D, Kastun

A. D. Eastun

Blla Flenming

B. B. a.nd‘r.

Louis J. Simenburger
Louis J. Simenburger
S. X, Searborough
Toxas Rendering Co., Inc.
C. Lo hhnd

A. D. Kastum

M. Jo & Vora Adkins
K. J. & Vera Adkina
Woodson A. Harris
¥Mrs. Lavine Saunders
Julius Kastum, Jr.
C. R. Eancook
Juliug Kastum, Jr.
C. R. Hancook

A. R. K‘an

A. R. Haacook
Georgia P. Sessions
Ells Flenming

B. B. Sandera

J. As Dube

Lavine Sanders
Roberta L. Lee

B, B. 8anders, et al
Irene C. Bppley

pRpa—
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PRACT RESGISTER ‘ FORMER CAMP SWIFT) - Cont'd

Tract No.

B=74

B=77

B-79

B=80

c=82

c-83

Cc-8L

C=-85

C-86

c-87

c-88

C-89

C=90

C=-91

C-92
6-951 Pt.
€93, Pt.
C-36

C-98

C-99
c-100
c-102
Cc-1u3
c-105, Pt.
C=105, Pt.
C-109 and 113
¢-110
c-111
c-112
c-115
c-116
€-117
c-118
C-119
C-120
c-121
c-123
c-12,
c-125
c-126
c-128
D-129
D-130
D-398
D-115, Pt.
E-177
E-178
E-180 & 321
E-182

Owmner

Roy Haywood

Jo A. Dabe

J. A. Bube

Oakhill Cun. Assn,
H. L. khm
¥. ¥. Hardin

Ella 8. Kario
Mayson J.8appington
Harry R. Sappington
¥. Y. Sardin
¥, V. Bardin

Harry & M. I. ¥yer
Magdaline Behrend

B. B, & ¥arjorie Hansen
¥, V. Bardin
Barry J. Kuhn

C. L. Behrend

W.V., Hardin
X, B. Church
¥We Co Hardin

E. B. Bellier
Veterans Land Board
VYeterans Lend Board
Bmil lLindner, et ux
Emil Lindner, st ux
Bruno Ernst
Claranee Leroy Chopple
Otto Wamsburger

Otto Wamsburger
Lester P, Free

Otto & Lena Wameburger
He Co Wilkins
T. J. ¥oBride

Jo W. Read
H., C. Wilkins

Je E. Swarts
Frits Deike

Je We P. Relok, ot ux
L+ G. Payne

C. W. Goy, et ux

'. 3.. Smley

R. A Plfeiffer

R. K. Jenson

Wendle Wilson

J. A.Dube

Ben R.Ganske
Rartford Jenkins

Jo A, Dube

Hosie Perking, et ux
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TRACT REGISTER

Tract No.

E-184
£-185
5-185
E-190
E.198 .
5-209
E-211
3212
E-213
5-217, Pt.

3‘2170 ?hoo 6—183. Pt.. G’l%. Pto

CAMP SWIFT) - Comt'd

6'1%. Pt.p 6“2503 "’M‘. Pto &

A-L7, Pt., G-173, Pt.
B-205 .
E-219A
B-322
F-197
F-203

E"a'i’ Pt. 5-2175. ?t. E‘aéa Pto

P-21L
F-215
P=220
F-218
F-229
F-231
P-232
F=233
F-236
F=237
F«238
F=-210
F=241
P23

F-2LL
P-2ii5, 246, A7, H-27L
F-2ii8 ‘

=249
F-250
Fe251
F-25,
F=255
P-256
F-259
¥ 200
Fa261
P-262
F-26L
F=266 & H-23%6

-

Ownar

Prank ¥. Demnison

¥illie G. Blaokwell
Green Taylor

Gus Be. Nanermann

Dallas Brwin

Margarst Richter

Jaxes Rishter

Jemes G. & Sophie Richter
Rena Quinn

F. ®. Denison

State of Texas

fiugh Zrvin

Jesus Barrientos

Je A. Dude

Irene Maynard

Loui Gest

H. Lo Btmy

Goorge Mitohell

¥, B. Donman

Ed. Banders

Calvin 7. Green

John Hitchell
William F. Herms
William F. Herms

Leo C. Herms

C.X. & Joa Eskew

Ida Byers

Lennsh Rucker

¥. E. & A, A. Sanders
Herxan Willenberg
Reinhold George, et al
Pred E. Herma

7red 2, Herms

Jo. V. Ash & 0, J. Gilson
Sam & Edna May Jonmes
Emma & Alex Hoffwran
f. H. & Emsm Branders
#. 8. Branyom

W, E. & A. D. Sanders
Catherin Seage Butshlaon
Clara Hoffman

Asa B, luter

Irene Maynard

Nrs. Ida Byers
Rebert Willenbury
%¥illie Ortman, et ux
Bruno A. Herms

. ,‘!;_o_A’.R.K. Chursch
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TRACT REGISTER (PORMER CAMP SWIFT) - Cont'd

Tract No, . Owner

[ G=322 Roy D. Rivers, et al
G-322, Pt. Mrs, Helen Perkines
3-327, Pte. ¥rs, Helen Perkins, ot vir
H=237 Horace White
H-238 Green Taylor
H=239 Paul ¥, Pititman, et ux

He268, Pt Ce J, Gilson

Hv&‘)ﬁ. Pto Jo V.&lh. Ot Ql

3-269 J. Y. “h’ k0, Jo Gilsm
He271 v R. Zaolid Porter

B"a'zal Pto Jo VO hh.Sr.. & 0. J- Gilsm
3.272' PE. G‘rlmd A, Powers

He273 R. Euclid Porter

H-280 Julia T. Haslor

H-281 Enma & Alax Hoffman
2282 Bertis lLse Smith

5"195. R.,G-l%. Pt. B. LQ Rwy

H-283 C+ R, Hancock

g-28l A. R. Bsnoook

E-285 €. R. Hancoak

H-286 C. R. Hanoock

K287 R, Bualld Porter

H-288 Alex Hoffman, et al
H-289 Julius J. Hoffman

g#-291 R. R. Roedy, ot ux
H-232 ' C. E. 8Simong, et ux
H-233 Edna E, Davis

H.295 Osoar Bonrer

H«296 Charlie Wright, et al
E-298 Julius Hoffman, et ux

i B8 ) pavid C. Tayler

He300 Henry Sedbesta

He301 Jewol Douglas

He302 M¥anvel Gonzdes

ﬁ.ma Pt. Frank Hubbard

He3l2, Pt. #alter Teylor, Jr.
H-3L3 3 Proeicus ielMerion, ot al
He3ldy Wayman Yorgan

1-36 Mildred A. & Serah P, Walker
i-351 Lillian 7, Holland
1-352 Amn Kavenaugh

1-363) Pt. Om Scott

1‘365’ Ps. F"” Sactt kil.y
1-363, Pt. Bernis Scott Ray

1-372 Dale Wilson

J"379. Pte. J. T. & llyl'tla (reenhaw
J‘579. Pt' A. J. & uildrOd ﬁun‘bex‘
J=379, Pt. Durward Jreanhaw
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TRACT RECISTER (PORMER CAMP SWIFT) - Cont'd

Tract No, ' Owner

J=379, Pt. Jack Greenhaw

J=380 Vetorans Land Board

J-381 A. D. Eastman

J=-386 D. ¥, Bryant

——— Millard Walker, et al

TRACT REGISTER (New Acquisition)
- \

Owner City
Mrs. Hattle Mae Powell, st al Bastrop, Toxas
A. H. & G. E. Robinson Austin, Texas
H., B. Combs Bagtrop, Texas
San Antonio National Bank Sen Antonio, Texas
Jordan Bodges Bastrop, Toxas
¥illiam Ransoms Dallas, Texas
Rufus G. Ransome Brownsville, Texas
Mrs. SueDenham ' Lufkin, Texas

V. CHARACTER, TOPOGRAPHY AND OTEER PERTINZNT DATA

5-01. Character: The soils found 4in the subject area are
sandy to sandy loam on the upland and alluvial in the river bottom.
The upland is given to the production of corn, cotton, vegetables,
peanuts and watermslon. The river bottom lsnds are given tc the
productio: of oorn, cotton, grain sorghums and small grain. The top
scil in the uplands is rather shallow, underlaid with clay or calighe.
The river bottom lands are alluvial, ths soil from & to 8 feet deep,
underlaid with slay or gravel.

5-02. Topograchy: The topograrhy is rollimg te hilly and has
excellent natural drainage.

5-03. Accessibility: The Cump Swift Reservation is bcunded
on three sides by paved highways; on the Southeast is Federal Highway
290, on the West is State Highway 95 and on the Hurth is State High~
way 120. These highways form a triangle, and inteérsect on each vertex.
The reservation is skirted on the Weat by the Uissouri, Kansas &
Toxas Railroad and on the North by the Southern Pacific Jempany.

5-0li. Present Use: The land owned by the Government is mot
being used at the present time. A considerable porticn of the lands
sold to private individuals is being wed for grazing and a small
amount for farming,.

5-05. Highest and Best Use: In its present ocndition, the
highest and best use of the former Camp Swift Reservation is as a
military installation. Its seccndary and next best use is for grazing

purposes.,
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5«08, Aduggabintzt Ref-rence is mede to the preseding
parsgrach for the use to which the former militeary reservation is
edapted and best suited, The additiomal areas proposed for fee
scgquisition are best adapted to the present use, stook faming.

5«07, Produstivity: The average production of cotton in
this looality is 1/4 bale per sore. The production of grein sorghum

is approximately 1500 pounds per acre.

8-08. Climate: The annul rainfall is 37,42 inches, The
mean snnual teaperature is 68° and the growing season oonsists of 266
dayse The altitude is fram 300 %o 600 feet above mssele.

6=08. e: Dus to the topography of the installation,
the natural drainage 1s goode

5«10, Irrigations Ho irrigation is used in the ares or
ad jacert areas.

f=~11, Pederal Housing Administration Projects The National
Housing Administration cwns & tract o just acroas State Highwey
96 from Camp Swift Cantoment area and ocutside of the former Camp Swift
military reservation. This unit is known as Swiftex., On this tract of
land are looated FEA housing units ecnsisting of 200 apartments which,
at the presenmt time, 159 are temable. The remsinder could be made
tenable with very little expense. There is encigh acreaze to support
50 to 70 eadditional apartments. A% the present time 59 families are
occupyiny apartments in this unit,

Vi. BETTFIMENTS

6-01, Buildinge: A 1ist of Government buildings remaining
on the reservation is occntained under paragraph 2-0le of this reporkt.

8~02, Condition andlor State of Rg%in Tne buildings
1isted herein ms owned by the Govermment and aiso the bulldings on the
area now cwned by the State of Texas are all in bad state of repalr
since thers has beon practicsally mo maintemsnce acom plished since
Cauap Swift was vecated. fhe buildings on the 163.9 agres owned by
H. Le Harvey are mostly in good repair, mving been renovated, repairs
mede to floors and roofs, etc. Reinforoments have been placed 4 feet
high fran the floor on all warehouscs and they are in excellemt
condition. The inoinerator buildings mentioned above, now owned by the
Texas Rerdering Company, 1nc., &re in good repair and are being actively
useds Iocation of all buildings and structures reaaining on the fomer
Cemp swift military reservation is inmdioated in red on Exhibit "E.

6=-03. Utilities:
M

(s) Weter: The water systea has been demolished
through the cantomment area except on the tract owned by He Lo Hmrvey
aml 121.35 acres adjscemt thereto, formerly used by the Naticnal Guard,
and lines leading to the Federal Housing units off of the regervation.

As far as could be ascertained, all othnx{-,_nl‘\_i‘,g?.oirx}_' _].\at‘g?rra],_awhavg been
- "a‘""':.v*'; ™
§
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removed. There are 7 wells on the reservationm, all apparently in
workable condition, 2 of whieh are loeated on the Harvey tract as
is the pump house. Water is being pumped from the 2 wells on the
Harvey tract and distributed through the area owned by ¥r. Harvey,
the National Guard area mentioned above, and the Pederal Housing
area. All pumps and machinery are in the pump house and apparently
in good conditicnm.

(b) Sewage: The sewage system apparently is intact.
The lines have been plugged whers houses have been removed and the
sswage dispcsal plant is intact but probably not in workable condition.
All of the structures at the sewage disposal plant remain intact. ZThe
tract on which this plant is loeated, being Tract F-218, was sold %o
Calvin F. Green. A reservation was made in the deed for 11.8l; acras of
land on which the disposal plant is located and an easement provides
for access. Traot F-220 was sold to Ed Sanders with reservatien of
17.77 acres to provide for sewage drainags. Tracts F-218 and F-220 are
adjacent and the twe reserved areas ars ocontiguous.

(o) Gas: The gas systenm has . experienced the sane
demolition as the water system. The United Cas Company has pipe lines
through the area but all laterals through which the Government recoived
its gas, have been destroyed except in the areas described in paragreph
603(a). (See Exhibit "31")

(d) Eleotricity: Electricity is furnished by the
ICRA and this company has a power line through the reservation near
the western boundary bdut all service lines and equipment have been
reroved execept in the arcas described in paragraph 6-03(a). (See
Exhibit “B2")

(e) Rail Facllities: There were L.361 miles of
railroad tracks on the reservation, being a spur from the Wissouri,
Kansas and Texas Railroad just west of State Highway 95. This track
was transferred to H. L. Harvey. Mr. Harvey has taken up epproximately
700 feet which formed the north wing of a "Y" lsading te the Eaty
tracks. The rormmining track extends through the warshcuse area to the
cold sterage plant and is presently in use.

VII. EXCEFTICES, RESERVATICNS AND OUTSTANDING IR’T“EP.ESTS
C16

7-01. land: There are approximately 35,62l acros owned
by private individuals. This land will have to be purchased. There
are L,LL}3.7 sores of lard on which the State of Texas has withdrawn
their application for transfer, which can be scquired through withdrawal
from surplus. Thore are 373.99 acres of land scld to the State of Texas
which can be recovered without cost by virtue of the recapture of use
clause contained in the instrument of conveyance.

7202, There is one cemetery located on the Camp Swift
Reservation. This cemetery was not disturbed during World War II and
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probably will not have %0 be removed., There are approximately 260
bodies and cost of removiny ssme would be spproximstely $25,000,00,
There are no churshes, osneteriss, achools or other publio orgsnisations
or institutions involved in the asquiaition of additional lamd for the
proposed reactivation of Cmmp Swift,

7«03, Minmerals: Mineral rights in this ares are recogniged
as being of littls v iue. There is no mineral sctivity in the vieinitys
however, mineral reservations appear in the following ligted traots:

?ract Noe Hineral Reserwtions Aqreage
De48 1/2 minerals 6604
c=90 1/2 minerals 200.0
C=120 1/2 minsrals 10040
C=12% 1/2 minerals 200,0
C=212 3/4 ninersls 20.0
F=214 All minerels 2300
F=215 1/16 minerals 38.6
P=216 , 1/2 minerals 8040
H-268 1/64 minerals 583.0
He272 1/32 minerals 128.0
1-346 All minerals 149,08

No mineral leases wers foumd in the area.

7.04., Timber: A& timber lease has been given by Lavine
Saunders to Ee Ke sarmhill amd Lincoln Parris, on 4,068 mores of land
out of Tract BR-54, which lease provides for payaent to lessor of
820,00 per 1,000 feet of timber out, Suoh timber must be 12 inches DBli.
This lease expires 1 iiarch 1962 whether axy ¢imber has been cut or not.
Should ssquisition of Track 3R-54 be accomplished before 1 gerch 19862,
e timber oruise should be made 4o dekermize the value of merchantable
timber, No estimate of the oost of sush timber iz immluded in this
report since it is believed that the cost, if any, would be negligible.

705, Fasemonts:

() The United Gas Company has an easement aoross
Cemp swift for pipe lines.

(b) The Lower Colarade River Authority has an ease=-
ment for power lines extending through the reserwstion near the western
side, _
(o) The County of Bastrop bas an eagsanent for public
roeds through the reserwation being the road from Bastrop to McDade.

ViIl. 7TREND OF REAL ESTATE VALUES

g8=0l. loocal Econmmic Conditions: Value of lands ad jacent to
the military reserwstion, &s well a8 throughout Sastrop County, have
inoreased rapidly within the last few years as it has in most parts of
Texss. The owners of welle=located property sdapted %o agrioulture,
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BLCENT SALES

9=0l, Csap Swift Areat: The

of land within the Cenp OSw
ref'lect the current price o

area, between private
£ land within said ares:

following representative sales

individuals,

faotors: Reference is made to paragraph

Neighbo
for & 5oneuf '}

Price
arantee Date Vol Pege Considerntion Aores Per Ac
o C. Cargill §/51/51 131 488 § 1,10.00 66,00 §20.09
Je Ae Dude §/ 7/61 128 191  19,000,00 836.66 22,70
C. Ae Kleman  2/17/60 127 460 6,308,60 288,76 23,00
7. E, Sohneider 2/ 1/61 131 196 1,800,00  B0.00 22.50
A. 8, sastner 2/27/50 127 €00 3,000,00 200400 15.00
Julius Zastner 3/14/60 128 194 2,626.00 166.80 15.00
%, V. dardin  2/11/60 181 1 2,500.00  79.59 31.00
W. V. yerdin  2/13/80 131 2 3,000,00 100,00 30,00
We V. Hardin  1/350/61 131 4 6,000.00 191,00 31.40
W, Vo Hardin  11/2/6¢ ‘131 @ 6,000,00 200.00 30,00
4, Se Church  3/13/61 131 406 2,700,00 136.26 20,00
E. E, Bollier &/ §/61 128 868 3,000,00 161,24 1B.60
Bruno Ernst 2/ 8/80 127 391 3,685,00 283,00 13.00
i, C. Wilkina 9/26 129 872 = 1,500,00 100,00 16.00
Je We Read z%:a 50 130 $34¢  16,220,00 761,00 20,00
He Ce #1lkins &, o 129 %0 1,800.00 100.00 18,00
H. Jenkins, Sre 8/10/60 129 391 2,500.00  82.50 30,00
¢. 4, Branders ¢/16/51 131 B26 5,800.00 160,00 36425
Ge Taylor, o 3/ 6/51 130 218 2,840.00 147,60 20400
Re Re Reedy 5/27/60 12 68  11,000,00 593,00 18.56
C. T Simons 10/2 150 &0 9,125.00 730,00 12450

9«02, River Crossing Area: The sales offered below are the

() In June 1961
& G. E. Hobinson, 8635 acres, being
located in Powell's
A portion o

Tend

dote that oouid

« The conside

ve found in the $ren
river orossing training; jwowever,
ent market value of lands in the arese

the Powell estate sold to A. He
one-half of the Pewell tract

ration in this anle was $100.00
£ this land is in she proposed soquisition.

ediate vicinity of
it is believed
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(b) In 1948, L. L. Riston #old to A. G. Beale,
122 acres at $65.00 sn scre. This land is located approximtely 3
miles from the Colorade River, is all upland and is approximately
1/2 mile morth of the proposed sequisition. MNost ef this tract was
in pasture, a small inexpensive house situated thereon, ami
approximately 26 aores oultivated.

Xo APPRAISAL

10-01. Land to be Aeguireds

Total screage in former Camp Swift §2,092.78
Less acreage cwned by Governmernt 16,041.98
’ 'o *

Less soreage to be delsted North Highway 20 1,656C.00
- 'E"‘ﬁb", 81

Less soresge to be deleted East of Bastrop

(Tract $H-291)  593.00
~ 38,807.681

Plus River Crossing Area 1,240.,00
.0‘7.

Plus areas South of Highway 20 137.80
Total soreage to be aoquired 36,185.31
Less area of recapturable ugse from

gtate of Texas Heslth Dept 373.89
TUTAL sorsage to be purchased 34,811.32
10-02. Value of Land to be Purchased ‘Pool:
River Crossing Area

1240 acres - $106,200.00

Sevearanoce 11, £00.00 $118,000.00
Former Camp Swift

1,676.56 so @ $50  § @3,928.00 T o

§1,892.76 ac © $20 657,865.20 721,783.20

70TAL value of land to be Purchased $ 839,783.20
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- Rl i ACErIri Aett Lot
VM. Total Acquisiticn %QLASS:%&@ @%f«;g,

lLand Purchase $ 639,788.20
Improvesont s
20 sets of ismprovemerts, Former Camp
Swift, 6 $4,000 $ 80,000
Improvements on Earvey Tract 800, 909

5 sets of old improvements on new
ares value reflected in land value ' 680,909.00
. ‘ ‘i.gw‘sgatio

Personal Services 26,000.00

Title Bvidence 2¢,000.00
Cont ingencies (10% of 31,520,692.30)_ 152,089.22
Cther asquisition costs (tnoludﬁ; Divis ion

& Distriet overhesd, travel, ete.) ~ 1¢,000.00
TOTAL Bstimted Aoquisition Cost of

Land and Improvements $1,727,761 .42
Belooation of cemetery memtionsd in '

paragraph 7«02, if required 25,000.00

o TOT AL COST $1, 766,000.00

XI. PERSONNEL

personnel of the Real Estate Division, Galveston District,
Galveston, Texas, will be made available to perform all the nscessary
work in conneetion with the aeguisition of subjeot lands; however,
present District Real Estate Staff must be supplemented with additioral
persommel should this acyuisition de required.

XII. BSTATE TO BE ACQUIRED

- It ia considered in the best imterest of the Govermxent to
aoquire fee simple title to those lands comprising that perticn of the
former Camp Swift Military Reservation not Government-owmed or subject
to recspture, and necessary additiomal land, as reoommended in Paragraph
XV of thia report. :

XIIXl. DATE OF POSSESSIUN

The Govermsnt-owned land in subjest installation is now
vacsted and eculd be ococupled immediately. The privately owned land
could be secured for possession by rights-of-enmtry in a reasonsble time.

XIV, DISCUSSICN

14-Cl. Attention is invited to the inclosed map, EBxhibit *C",
in connect ion with which the following explamatory comments are pertinent.

G-1
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8. Jloundaries of the former Cump Swift milisary
reservation are indiosted in black.

be lew State Highway Yoo 20 is indioated by solid
red line.

Ge Arsas lying betwsen tie morth boundary of the
forner installation and new Stete Higlwey Ho. 20, oomprising spproximately
1650 acres, are indicated in green. In order to esteblish an artificial
voundary inscfar as is possiblo and femsible, soquisition of the approxi-
mate 1650 aorses 18 not recomended,

d. An ares inside of the oxtreme southern boundary
of the former installation, sast of the City of Zastrop, known as Tract
He=291 axd containing 593 scres, is also indicated in green. Acquisition
of this area would inwlve ocostly improvements; therefore, az a measure
of economy, such scquiasition is ot recommended.

e. Two small trasts between the north boundary of
the ‘ormer installation and State Higlamy Noe. 20 are shown in brown,.
Asquisition of theso trects is recommenied for the saae reason stated
in paragraph “o” abovo; vir, to establish an artificisl boundery insofar
as is femsible ani possible,

f. An area west of the ressrvation boundary of the
former installation, known as the "river crossing” arcs, is shown in
blue. Acquisition of this area is recuamended since the using service
has stated the need therefor us an additiomml training facility. The
traots in this ares will nmotically all be seversd and considerable
severaoe canagze will result; sstimeted cost of severance demsge is
reflectied in paragruph X of thnis report.

g+ Yo severance will de involved in the former
Caap Swift ares,

14«02, Apparemtly there will be little, if any, oppositicn
to the reactivation of the former Camp Swift military reservation among
looal citizens, In fact, the surrounding towns psoplo are amxious for
the camp to reopen und the land owners in the area have indjouted their
expectation for such ection and no opposition to or h-lligerent attitude

toward the propoased action has been naoted .,

14-03. The using sorvice has stated that at such time es
the mission of Camp Swift is changed froa an RTC the sogquisition of
add itional land outlined in orange hatehing and marked "B" om Exhibit
"% will be neceasary (see Addendum 1).

XVe RECOMMENDATICNS

In the event soquisition of the proposed areas ic dirscted,
it is recamended tnat the lands comprising & portion of the former
Comp SwAft reservition mow owned by privete individuals ani/or fimms,
and epproximstely 1240 acres of land on the Colorade River {river
crosaing area), be acquired in fee simple,.
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DEUISEED
RXAIBITE

Exhibit A Segnent map of {omer
Cemp Swift (in 5 sheets)
Bxhibit B General Water Map
rxhibit Bl General Gas Map
¥xnibit B2 General slectric Map
Exhibit B3 General Sewer Map
Exh:bit € Quad map showing areas
to be scquired
wxhibit D Photographs
Exhibit B lay=out ¥ep
Bxhibit F Deed without Warranty Y
s United States of America
to State of Texms
Exhibit G Sales Contract, H, L. Harvey
Exhibit H Sales Conmtract, Lover
Colorado River Authority
Exhibit I Letter, Adjutamt General,

‘State of Trxas to GSA,

24 July 1961, subjeot:
Scancellation of Applioation
for Certain Tracts of land
Cemp Swift, Texas, unier
Publio law 829, 80th Congress"

ADDEIDIM Hoe ) - L@btiter salveston Distriot to Headquarters Fourth

Army, SWHVE, 23 August 1961, subject: "Proposed
Real Estate Acquisition = Yormer Camp Swift
Kiiitary Reserwvaticn®, and lst indorsement thereon,

ADDEIDWM No. 2 = Certificate of Clearame, 17 December 1948 with
map attached,
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Interview of Ken Tuck, owner, Lake Bastrop Acres residential
subdivision (B-24)

Interview of Captain Junot, Company Commander, current TARNG
Camp Swift (B-25)

Interview of Andy Wolf, Real Estate Appraiser, Bastrop

County Appraisal Office (B-26)



CONVERSATION RECORD

Horace "Jim" Duran
Retired Camp Swift NCO and Technician

9 February 1994

Former Camp Swift History and OEW Contamination

Mr. Duran was contacted by telephone the evening of
8 February 1994 and an appointment was arranged for the next day
so that he and the survey team could discuss the Camp.

Mr. Duran met with the team on 9 February 1994, stating that he
had worked as a full-time technician at Camp swift over 30 years.
Mr. Duran stated that his job while at the Camp was in the
ordnance shop area. This area was concerned with keeping
ordnance related, wheeled vehicles in running order.

He agreed to accompany the team on a general tour of the
different areas of the former Camp Swift and to then accompany
the team again when the team focused their attention on the known
munitions related portions of the former Camp.

Mr. Duran gave the team a fairly thorough overview of the
history of the Camp and, as the team was surveying each area, Mr.
Duran would explain how that particular area fit into the overall
running of the Camp.

His knowledge of any ordnance or explosive waste discoveries
was limited. He stated to the team on a number of occasions that
he personally felt there was "...no problem with any ammunition
laying around in the fields here."

Mr. Duran was such a help that during lunch in a restaurant
one day he even informally interviewed a long-time working
associate he had known at the Camp for many years and had not
seen in years. No information useful to the team resulted from
that interview.
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CONVERSATION RECORD

Mark Wilkerson
Ranger, Lower Colorado River Authority

Roy Belcher
Ranger, Lower Colorado River Authority

9 February 1994

Former Camp Swift property - Present LCRA holdings

Mr. Wilkerson and Mr. Belcher met with the survey team and
escorted them to Lake Bastrop, where the LCRA had vast holdings.
Mr. Wilkerson and Mr. Belcher both stated to the team that they
were aware of the general location of the former Camp Swift
demolition range, but they said they were not aware of any
discoveries of munitions in the area. They told the team about
the Lake Bastrop State Park expansion project and their

understanding that the expanded portion was going to be
encroaching on the site of the former demolition range.

Both Mr. Wilkerson and Mr. Belcher told the team of an
archeologist with the Texas Parks and Wildlife office who had
found some munitions while doing research at the area of the
expansion project. They did not have any further information on
the types ammunition the man found, or what was done with the
item(s) .



CONVERSATION RECORD

Brent Leisure
Park Superintendent, Bastrop State pPark

9 February 1994

Mr. Leisure was visited by the team at his office on the
grounds of the Bastrop State Park, Bastrop.

Much of the discussion with Mr. Leisure centered around the
expansion of the lLake Bastrop State Park and the concerns of the
Texas Parks and Wildlife office with the buried ammunition some
people feel is at the demolition range.

He knew of no discoveries himself, other than the mines the
archeologist had found while doing some digging at the area of
the expansion.

Mr. Leisure attempted to contact some archeologists with the
Parks Service by telephone, but could not. He did, however,

contact Mr. Art Black, the archeologist who found the mines. Mr.

Black agreed to meet with the team.



CONVERSATION RECORD

Mr. Arthur Black
Archeologist, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

10 February 1994

Mr. Black met with the team at a restaurant and disclosed how
he had found the mines at the site of the demolition range.

Mr. Black stated that he was part of a team doing
archeological research in the region of the demolition grounds of
the former Camp Swift. The area was also the site of an old
homestead with a great deal of archeological significance.

Mr. Black and his team unearthed artifacts related to the
homestead, but also unearthed a practice land mine and some
practice fuzes. His team did extensive research into the mines
and fuzes. Some of the information that was unearthed was
included in the research report that the team published. This
report is at document E-3.



CONVERSATION RECORD

‘Charles Littleton, Captain, Bastrop County Sheriff's Department

Lee Conner, Deputy, Bastrop County Sheriff's Department

10 February 1994

Captain Littleton and Deputy Conner met with the survey team
at the Sheriff's Office, located on the outskirts of Bastrop.
Both individuals were familiar with the former Camp Swift.
Deputy Conner stated that he was a retired Austin detective and
had responded to a number of ordnance discoveries in and around
the former Camp Swift over the years. Specifics of these
responses were not available from Deputy Conner. Captain
Littleton stated that in recent years the Sheriff's Office has
not responded to any ordnance discoveries. He stated that the
procedure now is for the Sheriff's Office to refer all such calls
to the Fort Sam Houston EOD unit.



CONVERSATION RECORD

Mrs. Lindsey, City of Bastrop Public Library

10 February 1994

Mrs. Lindsey was contacted at the public library. She stated
that her 17 year-old son was in the woods near the family home in
the summer of 1992 and found a live mortar round. The son
brought the round home, she said. Her husband, having served
briefly in the U.S. Army, recognized the item as a mortar and
instructed her son to immediately discard the item. She said
that the son threw the mortar into the front yard, and the father
contacted the Bastrop County Sheriff's Office. Mrs. Lindsey
stated that the EOD unit from Fort Sam Houston responded to the
incident, taking the item with them. She further stated that the
responding EOD members warned the family of the danger of the
item they had found. NOTE: The alleged round was found in area

F (see plates 2 and 7).
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CONVERSATION RECORD

Ken Tuck, owner of residential subdivision known as Lake Bastrop
Acres

11 February 1994

Mr. Ken Tuck was telephoned at his residence. He agreed to
meet with the team at his small log cabin real estate office on
Route 95, near the site of the former Camp Hospital. (It had
been learned prior to the site visit that Mr. Tuck had found some
practice mines in the past.) He agreed to escort the team to the
location where the mines were found. Mr. Tuck showed the team
the rutted dirt road under which he found the mines while digging
one day, and other areas of interest in the same general
vicinity. Seen by the team were areas of dirt mounds the
significance of which could not be determined. Upon returning to
his office, Mr. Tuck referred to a plat map on a wall from which
he pointed out the location of the mine discoveries. The
discoveries were in lots 11, 12, 13, and 14 of blk 6, section 4
(photograph J-13). When shown a photograph of the practice mine
(photograph J-15) obtained by the team from the archeologist at
Lake Bastrop State Park (see interview I-4), Mr. Tuck was quick
to point out that his discovery was exactly the same in
appearance as the mine photo shown him.



CONVERSATION RECORD

Captain Junot, U.S. Army, commander Engineer Company, Camp swift

10 February 1994

The survey team met with Captain Junot at his office located

on the current, active Camp Swift. Captain Junot had in his
possession a map which was a duplicate of the 1946 map the team
had. He was familiar with the former demolition range of the
former Camp. He stated that he and his soldiers performed a
search of the former demolition range area four or five years
ago, using magnetometers (photograph at J-14). The search was
performed at the request of the Texas Park Service. Captain
Junot stated that many flags were planted in the ground of the
area, indicating metal "hits" pelow the surface of the ground.
Captain Junot further stated that it was his understanding that
an EOD unit was to have come out to the site to investigate the
areas under each flag to determine if the metal was associated
with OEW. He did not know if such a visit by an EOD unit had
been made.
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CONVERSATION RECORD

Mr. Andy Wolf, Real Estate Appraiser, Bastrop County Appraiser's
Office '

12 February 1994

Mr. Wolf was contacted in his office at the Bastrop County
Real Estate Appriser's Office. He was asked if the OEW
assessment team could have a listing of property owners of the
former Camp Swift. He responded that the list would be quite
long, as the owners numbered in the thousands. Mr. Wolf was
asked if he was aware of any recent incidences regarding
munitions discoveries in the "40,000 acres" of the former Camp
Swift that does not encompass the current Camp Swift. Mr. Wolf
stated that he was personally unaware of any "recent'
discoveries, but that, over the years, isolated discoveries have
been made. He was unable to relate any specifics to the
statement.
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APPENDIX J

PRESENT SITE PHOTOGRAPHS
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-1 View of Area A - looking north.

J
J-2 View of Area A - looking east.
J-3 View of Area A - north view.

J

-4 Area B - former Ammo Storage, with dwelling.

J-5 Area B - former Ammo Storage, with housing and old
foundation.

J-6 Area B - old building'foundation.

J-7 Areas C & D - Gas Area and Booby Trap Training Areas beyond
trees.

J-8 Areas C & D - Gas Area and Booby Trap Training Areas beyond
trees.

J-9 Sign located 500 yards north of Area E - Demolition Area.
J-10 Looking east toward Demolition Range (Area E).

J-11 View looking north into the wooded area of Demolition Range
(Area E).

J-12 Boating area of Lake Bastrop State Park, 500 yards west of
Demo Range.

J-13 Dirt road in Lake Bastrop Acres rural residential
subdivision. Practice mines were found under dirt road.

J-14 TARNG personnel locating subsurface metal with detectors.
J-15 Actual practice mine found by archeologist at Area E.
J-16 View of abandoned structures at potential FUDS.

J-17 View of a type of platform at the abandoned installation.
J-18 A survey marker at the top of steps seen in photo J-17.

J-19 View of abandoned installation, as seen from Route 2136.



J-1 WView of Area A - looking north

it
J=X Area A - north view J-4 Area B - former Ammo Storage, with
dwelling
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J-% Sign located 500 yards north
of Area E - Demolition Area

J-11 Looking north into wooded area
of Demolition Range (Area E)

J-iG UIEH Frum Park 51gn, lnnkinq east
toward Democlition Range (Area E)
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J-12 Boating Area of Lake Bastrop Park
900 yds. west of Demolition Range



J-13 Area F - Dirt road, Lake Bﬁstrup J-14 TARNG persunnel 1ucat1ng
Acres; practice mines found under subsurface metal with detectors
road by developer, Mr. Tuck
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J-15 Practice mine found by J-16 Abandoned structures at potential
archeoclogist at Area E FUDS on route 2134



J-17 A type of platform or pad inside - J-18 A survey marker at potential FUD
potential FUDS on route 2134

J-19 View of abandoned installation -
potential FUDS, from route 2134
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