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COMDTINST 5527.4 
07 AUG 2024 

COMMANDANT INSTRUCTION 5527.4 

Subj:    SPECIAL AGENT INSIGNIA 

1. PURPOSE.  This Instruction outlines the policies and procedures for earning the Special 
Agent Insignia.

2. ACTION.  All Coast Guard unit commanders, commanding officers, officers-in-charge, 
deputy/assistant commandants, and chief of headquarter directorates must comply with the 
policies contained.

3. AUTHORIZED RELEASE.  Internet release is authorized.

4. DIRECTIVES AFFECTED.  None.

5. SCOPE AND AUTHORITIES.  It is recommended the reader become familiar with the 
directives and publications noted throughout this Instruction and are listed in numerical 
series order:
Uniform Regulations, COMDTINST M1020.6 (series);
Military Qualifications and Insignia, COMDTINST M1200.1 (series); and,
Coast Guard Officer Specialty Management System Manual, COMDTINST M5300.3 (series).

6. DISCUSSION.  The Special Agent Insignia represents Special Agents within the Coast 
Guard Investigative Service (CGIS). Members with this specialty experience perform 
fundamental activities that ensure the Coast Guard's internal and external integrity and fully 
execute all aspects of the Coast Guard and Coast Guard Investigative Service Strategic 
Plan.

7. DISCLAIMER.  This guidance is not a substitute for applicable legal requirements, nor is it 
itself a rule. It is intended to provide administrative guidance for Coast Guard personnel 
and is not intended nor does it impose legally-binding requirements on any party outside the 
Coast Guard.
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8. ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECT AND IMPACT CONSIDERATIONS.  The Office of
Environmental Management, Commandant (CG-47) reviewed this Commandant Instruction
and the general policies contained within, and determined that this policy falls under the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) categorical exclusion A3. This Commandant
Instruction will not result in any substantial change to existing environmental conditions or
violation of any applicable federal, state, or local laws relating to the protection of the
environment. It is the responsibility of the action proponent to evaluate all future specific
actions resulting from this policy for compliance with the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA), other applicable environmental requirements, and the U.S. Coast Guard
Environmental Planning Policy, COMDTINST 5090.1 (series).

9. DISTRIBUTION.  Electronic distribution in the Directives System Library. Intranet/Pixel
Dashboard: Directives Pubs, and Forms - PowerApps (appsplatform.us). If Internet
released: Commandant Instructions (uscg.mil), Coast Guard Forms (uscg.mil).

10. RECORDS MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS.  Records created as a result of this
Instruction, regardless of format or media, must be managed in accordance with Records &
Information Management Program Roles and Responsibilities, COMDTINST 5212.12
(series) and the records retention schedule located on the Records Resource Center Microsoft
SharePoint site at: https://uscg.sharepoint-mil.us/sites/cg61/SitePages/CG-611-RIM.aspx .

11. POLICY ON INSIGNIA.  Enlisted members (E-4 and above) and officers of the Coast Guard
and Coast Guard Reserve, Coast Guard civilian employees, and prior Special Agents who
meet the criteria outlined in this Instruction may be awarded the Special Agent Insignia.

12. CRITERIA FOR ENTITLEMENT.  Eligible personnel are authorized for permanent wear
when they meet the following conditions:

a. Active Duty and Civilian Special Agent must graduate from the Criminal Investigator
Training Program or an accredited equivalent and graduate from Special Agent Basic
Training or a combination of other accredited basic or advanced law enforcement training
programs.

b. Reserve Special Agents must graduate from an accredited federal, state, or local law
enforcement academy and attend the CGIS Reserve Indoctrination Training Program or a
combination of other accredited basic or advanced law enforcement training programs.

c. Completed five (5) years of satisfactory service as a Coast Guard Special Agent.

d. Certified by an issuing authority.

e. Temporary Entitlement.  Special Agents who have met all the aforementioned
requirements but have not yet completed five consecutive years are eligible to wear the
insignia after completing one (1) year of satisfactory service as a Coast Guard Special
Agent while currently serving in a CGIS billet. The temporary entitlement is withdrawn if
the member is transferred to a non-CGIS billet and must be subsequently removed from
the uniform. Only one temporary insignia may be worn at a time.

https://play.apps.appsplatform.us/play/e/default-369ba0d5-02cb-4d2f-94fd-9212cc24b78c/a/449d74ad-9685-44e3-934b-46c72a05e1a2?tenantId=369ba0d5-02cb-4d2f-94fd-9212cc24b78c&source=portal
https://www.dcms.uscg.mil/Our-Organization/Assistant-Commandant-for-C4IT-CG-6/The-Office-of-Information-Management-CG-61/About-CG-Directives-System/Commandant-Instructions/
https://www.dcms.uscg.mil/forms/
https://uscg.sharepoint-mil.us/sites/cg61/SitePages/CG-611-RIM.aspx
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f. Retroactive Award.  Personnel who have previously served in the Coast Guard
Investigative Service and meet the aforementioned requirements or those who were
injured or medically separated while in the line of duty are eligible to possess and wear
the Special Agent Insignia.

13. ISSUING AUTHORITY.  The issuing authority for the Special Agent Insignia is the Special
Agent-In-Charge (SAC) and above within the CGIS program. CGIS Mission Support will
verify the Special Agent’s eligibility and send the insignia and certificate to the SAC for
presentation. Similarly, the CGIS Director, Deputy Director, and Assistant Director may also
sign and present the insignia and certificate to qualified Special Agents.

14. DOCUMENTATION.  The issuing authority must sign and issue the Special Agent Insignia
certificate. The military member’s Personnel and Administration Office (P&A) must record
the award of the insignia in Direct Access. Civilian recipients will retain the certificate as a
record of receiving the decoration. The Special Agent Insignia certificate can be downloaded
from the CGIS SharePoint site, Special Agent Insignia tab.

15. FORMS.  None.

16. SECTION 508.  This policy is created to adhere to accessibility guidelines and standards as
promulgated by the U.S. Access Board with consideration of Information and
Communications Technology (ICT) requirements. If accessibility modifications are needed
for this artifact, please communicate with the Section 508 Program Management Office
(PMO) at Section.508@uscg.mil. Concerns or complaints for non-compliance of policy
and/or artifacts may be directed to the Section 508 PMO, the Civil Rights Directorate
(https://www.uscg.mil/Resources/Civil-Rights/) for the Coast Guard, or to the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security at accessibility@hq.dhs.gov.

17. REQUEST FOR CHANGES.  Units and individuals may formally recommend changes
through the chain of command using the Coast Guard Memorandum. Comments and
suggestions from users of this Instruction are welcomed. All such correspondence may be
emailed to Commandant-CGIS Mission Support at: comdt-cgismissionsupport@uscg.mil.

/JEREMY R. GAUTHIER/ 
Senior Executive Service, U. S. Coast Guard 
Director of Coast Guard Investigative 
Service 

Appendix A. Image and Description of the Special Agent Insignia 

https://uscg.sharepoint-mil.us/sites/CG00HQ/CGCGIS/SitePages/Home.aspx
mailto:Section.508@uscg.mil
https://www.uscg.mil/Resources/Civil-Rights/
https://www.uscg.mil/Resources/Civil-Rights/
mailto:accessibility@hq.dhs.gov
mailto:comdt-cgismissionsupport@uscg.mil
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Appendix A. Image and Description of the Special Agent Insignia 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Special Agent Insignia is a gold rectangular-shaped device with a decorative frame and 
filigree. Centered in the middle of the frame is a U.S. shield containing thirteen stars and stripes, 
symbolic of protection and the original thirteen U.S. colonies. The U.S. Revenue Cutter Service 
sword is displayed horizontally, behind the U.S. shield. It symbolizes Lady Justice’s double-
edged sword, representing fair and impartial actions, the strength to cut through falsehoods and 
expose the truth, and swift justice. Below the horizontal frame is a draped banner reading Special 
Agent. The gold insignia represents enlisted members, civilians, and the officer corps that 
possess the competencies required of a Coast Guard Special Agent.  
 
 

 

 


	CG Coversheet
	SPECIAL AGENT INSIGNIA, COMDTINST 5527.4
	/JEREMY R. GAUTHIER/ Senior Executive Service, U. S. Coast Guard Director of Coast Guard Investigative Service
	Appendix A. Image and Description of the Special Agent Insignia



