
 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
APPLICATION FOR PERMIT 

 
U.S. ARMY  
CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
CHICAGO DISTRICT 
 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE/APPLICATION NUMBER: LRC-2022-00643 
 
COMMENT PERIOD BEGINS:  Friday April 5, 2024 
COMMENT PERIOD EXPIRES:  Sunday May 5, 2024 
 
APPLICANTS   
Michael Famiglietti Ralph Schultz 
V3 Wetland Restoration, LLC Forest Preserve District of Will County 
7325 Janes Avenue 17540 West Laraway Road 
Woodridge, Illinois 60517  Joliet, Illinois 60433 
 
PROPOSED ACTION  
Proposal to construct and operate Thorn Creek Headwaters Preserve Mitigation Bank 
(TCHPMB).  A detailed description of this proposal is provided herein and in the attached 
exhibits. 
 
LOCATION OF PROPOSED ACTION   
The proposed TCHPMB is located in the Lake Michigan watershed in Unincorporated Monee, 
Will County, Illinois south of Dralle Road and west of Old Monee Road (See Figures). The 
proposed mitigation bank site is approximately 321 acres in size, and dominated by agricultural 
cropland and lower-quality woods. The National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) Map identifies 6 
wetlands and three waterways within the proposed bank site. The proposed bank site is located 
upstream of the 1,022-acre Thorn Creek Woods Nature Preserve, of which 884 acres is a 
dedicated Illinois Nature Preserve, and which is part of the 1,600-acre Thorn Creek preservation 
system.  
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
TCHPMB is proposed to provide compensatory mitigation for impacts to Federal jurisdictional 
aquatic resources, including Waters of the U.S. authorized under the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (Corps) Permitting program, and provide mitigation for impacts to Isolated (non-
Corps jurisdictional) Aquatic Resources of Will County in accordance with current Will County 
Water Resource Ordinances and the Illinois Interagency Wetlands Policy Act of 1989. The 
property owner is Forest Preserve District of Will County (FPDWC) and FPDWC will be the 
long-term manager of proposed TCHPMB.  
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A copy of the Prospectus for the proposed TCHPMB is attached to this Public Notice. 
If Corps, state, or local permits are necessary for project they will be obtained by the applicant. 
 
Interested parties are hereby notified that an application has been received for a Department of 
the Army permit for the activity described herein and as shown on the attached drawings. You 
are invited to provide your comments by May 5, 2024 on the proposed TCHPMB which will 
become part of the record and will be considered in the decision to either issue the permit or to 
deny the request under Section 404 Action of the Clean Water Act of 1972(33 U.S.C. 1344). 
 
Written comments shall be mailed to: 
 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Chicago District, Regulatory Branch 
Attn: LRC-2022-00167,Andrew J. Blackburn  
231 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1500 
Chicago, Illinois  60604-1437 
 
It should be noted that ALL comments received by this office (via hard copy or electronic) will 
only be accepted with the full name and address, and email address, if available of the individual 
commenting, and must be received by the close of the public notice period.  Electronic 
comments may be sent to the project manager at Andrew.J.Blackburn@usace.army.mil. 
 
REGULATORY AUTHORITY  
This proposed action will be reviewed according to the provisions of Section 404 of the Clean 
Water Act of 1972. 
 
JURISDICTION   
This application will be reviewed according to the provisions of Section 404 of the Clean Water 
Act of 1972 due to due to possible minor fills associated with tile disablement/minor grading 
activities. 
 
EVALUATION FACTORS 
The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of probable impact 
including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest.  That decision will 
reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources.  The 
benefit which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced against 
its reasonably foreseeable detriments.   
 
All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered including the cumulative 
effects thereof;  among those are conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental 
concerns, wetlands, historic properties, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, 
land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, 
water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of 
property ownership and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people.  In addition, if the 
proposed activity involves the discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the United 
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States, the evaluation of the impact on the public interest will include application of Section 
404(b)(1) guidelines (40 CFR 230) promulgated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 
The Corps of Engineers is also soliciting comments from the public, Federal, state and local 
agencies, Indian tribes, and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the potential 
impacts of the proposed activity.  Once this office completes a review of the comments received, 
it will be determined whether to issue, modify, condition, or deny a permit for this proposal.  
 
To prepare this decision, comments are taken into consideration to assess impacts on the public 
interest factors listed above, as well as endangered species, historic properties, water quality, and 
general environmental effects.  Comments will be used in the preparation of an Environmental 
Assessment and/or Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental 
Policy Act.  A determination concerning the need for a public hearing will also be based on the 
comments received. 
 
PRELIMINARY EVALUATION OF SELECTED FACTORS 
 
ENDANGERED AND THREATENED SPECIES:  
The Corps of Engineers has determined that the proposed activity would not affect any federally-
listed endangered or threatened species or critical habitat for any endangered or threatened 
species, pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).  
Therefore, consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service pursuant to Section 7 of the 
Endangered Species Act does not appear to be warranted at this time. 
 
HISTORIC PROPERTIES/CULTURAL RESOURCES:  
Preliminary review indicates that the proposed activity is not likely to adversely affect any 
historic property which is listed, or eligible for listing, on the National Register of Historic 
Places. A Phase I Archeological Survey will be conducted for proposed bank site in Spring 
2024. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT   
A preliminary determination has been made that an environmental impact statement is not 
required for the proposed work. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING  
Any person may request in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, that a 
public hearing be held to consider this application.  Requests for public hearing shall state with 
particularity the reasons for holding a public hearing.  A request for a hearing may be denied if 
substantive reasons for holding a hearing are not provided or if there is otherwise no valid 
interest to be served. 
 
It should be noted that materials submitted as part of the permit application become part of the 
public record and are thus available to the general public under the procedures of the Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA).  Individuals may submit a written request to obtain materials under 
FOIA or make an appointment to view the project file at the Chicago District Corps of Engineers 
Office of Counsel. 
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Interested parties wishing to comment on the proposed activity must do so in writing no later 
than May 5, 2024.  It is presumed that all parties receiving this notice will wish to respond to this 
public notice;  therefore, a lack of response will be interpreted as meaning that there is no 
objection to the project as described. 
 
This public notice is not a paid advertisement and is for public information only.  Issuance of this 
notice does not imply Corps of Engineers endorsement of the project as described. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Andrew J. Blackburn of my staff by telephone at (312) 
846-5543, or email at Andrew.J.Blackburn@usace.army.mil.  It should be noted that ALL 
comments received by this office (via hard copy or electronic) will only be accepted with 
the full name and address of the individual commenting.  You can also visit our website at 
http://www.lrc.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx for more information on our program. 
                         
FOR THE DISTRICT COMMANDER: 
    
     /ORIGINAL SIGNED/ 
   Kathleen G. Chernich 
   Assistant Chief 
   Regulatory Branch  
 
 

http://www.lrc.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx


V3 |  V is io ,  Ver ter e ,  V i r tu te … The Vis ion to  Transform with  Excel lence

WETLAND AND STREAM 
MITIGATION BANK PROSPECTUS

PROJECT SITE:
Thorn Creek Headwaters Preserve
LRC-2022-643
Will County, Illinois

PREPARED FOR:

PREPARED BY:

December 14, 2023



We hereby certify that this Wetland and Stream Mitigation Bank Prospectus has been prepared by V3 
Companies for use by V3 Wetland Restoration, LLC, their affiliates, lenders, and assignees.

Project Staff:  

   

Alicia Metzger, CPSC, PWS
Soil Scientist

George R. Milner, PWS
   Senior Project Manager/Ecologist

   

Thomas E. Slowinski, PWS
Technical Director, Wetlands and Ecology
Natural Resources Group
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

2.0 MITIGATION PLAN ELEMENTS (33 CFR 332.4(c)) 

2.1 MITIGATION BANK OBJECTIVES (33 CFR 332.4(c)(2) 



Table 1. Wetland Mitigation Credit Summary 

Activity Acreage Mitigation 
Multiplier 

Mitigation 
Credits 

Table 2.  Stream Mitigation Credit Summary 
Activity Linear Feet Mitigation 

Multiplier Mitigation Credits 



2.2 SITE SELECTION (33 CFR 332.4(c)(3) 

2.2.1 SITE SELECTION CRITERIA 

 
1. Be owned and/or under the full control of the bank. 

 

2. Contain a majority of drained or hydrologically modified hydric soils, recognizing that restoration 
of former wetlands is preferred form of mitigation. 

 
3. Have no high-quality wetlands that would be adversely affected by the construction or restoration 

work. 

4. Contain adequate perimeter upland areas to buffer the wetlands from potentially incompatible 
land uses on adjacent parcels. 

5. Be so situated that adequate hydrology can be ensured (e.g., be located on a floodplain or possess 
a high groundwater table. 

 

6. Be proximate or adjacent to public land holdings so as to create contiguous, large scale habitat 
areas. 

 

2.3 SITE PROTECTION INSTRUMENT [33 CFR 332.4(c)(4)] 



2.4 BASELINE CONDITIONS [33 CFR 332.4(c)(5)] 

2.4.1 WETLANDS AND WATERS OF THE US 

2.4.2 SOIL CONDITIONS 

2.4.3 DRAIN TILES 

2.4.4 SITE TOPOGRAPHY 

2.4.5 UTILITY EASEMENTS 

2.4.6 CULTURAL RESOURCES 



2.5 DETERMINATION OF CREDITS [33 CFR 332.4(c)(6)] 

Table 3.  Wetland Credit Release Summary  

Bank Status Credit Release 
Standards 

Percent of Total 
Credits Released 

Number of Credits 
Released 

Pre-Construction 
Credits 

Credit Release: 
Hydrology 

Credit Release: 
Vegetation & 

Hydrology 

Full Certification 

Total Credits  

Table 4.  Stream Credit Release Summary 

Bank Status Credit Release 
Standards 

Percent of Total 
Credits Released 

Number of Credits 
Released 

Pre-Construction 
Credits 

Credit Release: Stream 
Construction 

Credit Release: 
Vegetation  

Full Certification 

Total Stream Credits 

 



2.6 MITIGATION WORK PLAN [33 CFR 332.4 (c)(7)] 



2.6.1 SEDGE MEADOW/WET PRAIRIE  

2.6.2 EMERGENT SEED AND PLUG MIX  

2.6.3 STREAM RESTORATION  



2.6.4 MESIC PRAIRIE SEED MIX 

2.7 Maintenance Plan (33 CFR 332.4(c)(8) & Adaptive Management [33 CFR 332.4 (c)(12) & 332.7(c)]  



2.7.1 PRE-SEEDING WEED CONTROL  

Table 5.  Wetland Rehabilitation Area Existing Conditions  
and Pre-seeding Weed Control Activity Summary  

Rehabilitation 
Area 

Size 
(Acres) Existing Conditions Pre-seeding Weed Control Activities 



Table 6.  Upland (Non-Farmed) Features Existing Conditions  
and Pre-seeding Weed Control Activity Summary  

Upland 
Feature 

Size 
(Acres) Existing Conditions Pre-seeding Weed Control 

Activities 

Easement 
Riparian 



Upland Feature 1  
Populus alba

Upland Feature 2 

Upland Feature 3 

Upland Feature 4 

Fence Row 1 

Fence Row 2  

Fence Row 3 

Fence Row 4 

Indian Grass 

2.7.2 MECHANICAL WEED CONTROL (MOWING, WEED WHIPPING) 



2.7.3 CHEMICAL WEED CONTROL (BACK-PACK & BOOM SPRAYING) 

Table 7: Non-Native and Invasive Species (from Appendix “B” of the 2017 ICA) 

Elaeagnus commutata) Myriophyllum spicatum Carduus nutans)

Acer negundo Berberis vulgaris (Ligustrum

Celastrus orbiculatus Rhamnus cathartica Lythrum salicaria

Lotus corniculatus Alliaria petiolata Ambrosia 

Robinia pseudoacacia Heracleum mantegazzianum Rosa multiflora

 (Cirsium vulgare) Frangula alnus  (Phalaris arundinacea

Arctium minus Butomus umbellatus Elaeagnus angustifolia)

Solidago canadensis Berberis thunbergii  Salix interio

Cirsium arvense  Setaria 
faberi Solidago sempevirens

Typha Lonicera japonica Lonicera bella

Discorea oppositifolia Humulus japonica Centaurea stoebe 
micranthos

Phragmites australis) Reynoutria japonica Solidago altissima

Salix fragilis Microstegium vimineum Dipsacus )

Lysimachia nummularia Rhodotypos scandens Lonicera tatarica

Securigera varia) Euphorbia esula Nasturtium officinale
Tilia cordata



Potamageton crispus Pastinaca sativa

Ficaria verna Lonicera morrowii Melilotus officinalis

2.7.4 PRESCRIBED BURNING 

2.8 Performance Standards (33 CFR 332.4(c)(9) 

2.8.1 REQUISITE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS (APPLIES TO ALL PLANT COMMUNITIES FOR MITIGATION CREDIT) 



2.8.2 WETLAND RE-ESTABLISHMENT & WETLAND REHABILITATION 

Relative areal cover  

Species richness  

Dominant species  

C

Relative areal cover by hydrophytes  

Maximum allowance for unvegetated areas (does not apply to the emergent plant communities)  

Floristic quality assessment (FQA)  



Hydrology Performance Standards (Wetland Reestablishment) 

2.8.3 PRAIRIE BUFFER AREAS 

1. Relative areal cover  

2. Species richness  

3. Dominant species  

4. Maximum allowance for unvegetated areas  

5. Floristic quality assessment (FQA)  

2.8.4 STREAM MITIGATION STANDARDS 

Lonicera Rosa multiflora Rhamnus



2.9 Wetland Mitigation Monitoring [33 CFR 332.4(c)(10)] 

2.9.1 EROSION CONTROL MONITORING 

2.9.2 VEGETATION MONITORING 

2.9.3 WETLAND HYDROLOGY MONITORING 

2.9.4 WETLAND MITIGATION MONITORING REPORT 



2.10 Long Term Management [33 CFR 332.4(c)(11) & 332.7(d)] 

2.11 Financial Assurances (33 CFR 332.4(c)(13) 

2.12 Mitigation Bank Closure 
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