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Commandant 
United States Coast Guard 

US Coast Guard Stop 7103 
2703 Martin Luther King JR Ave 
SE  
Washington, DC 20593-7103 
Staff Symbol: CG-0923 
Email: Communityrelations@uscg.mil 
Phone: (202) 372-4643

COMDTINST 5728.5A 

03 NOV 2023

COMMANDANT INSTRUCTION 5728.5A 

Subj: INTERNAL LENDING OF COAST GUARD ART AND ARTIFACTS TO COAST 

GUARD FLAG OFFICERS AND SENIOR EXECUTIVES 

Ref:  (a)  Coast Guard External Affairs Manual, COMDTINST M5700.13 (series) 

1. PURPOSE.  This Instruction provides Coast Guard policy specifically for the internal 
lending of Coast Guard art and artifacts to Coast Guard Flag Officers and Senior Executive 
Service members. Art and artifacts not currently on display at museums or other public 
facilities may be placed in Flag suites or in Representational Facilities where it can be used 
to to help educate visitors and guests and facilitate conversation about the Coast Guard and 
its many missions and objectives. Reference (a) provides policy on lending art and artifacts 
to non-USCG institutions.

2. ACTION.  All Coast Guard unit commanders, commanding officers, officers-in-charge, 
deputy/assistant commandants, chief of headquarter directorates must comply with the 
policies contained.

3. AUTHORIZED RELEASE.  Internet release is authorized.

4. DIRECTIVES AFFECTED.  Policy on Internal Loans of Coast Guard Art/Artifacts to 
Flags/SES, COMDTINST 5728.5 is hereby cancelled.

5. BACKGROUND.  The Community Relations Branch administers the Coast Guard Art 
Program collection, which consists of more modern works. The Coast Guard Historian’s 
Office administers historic art and artifacts in the Heritage Asset Collection. High demand 
for internal lending of art and artifacts requires guidance to ensure balance between the 
availability of these works for external public display and the benefits gained by displaying 
art in senior executives’ offices and Representational Facilities.

6. DISCLAIMER.  This guidance is not a substitute for applicable legal requirements, nor is it 
itself a rule. It is intended to provide administrative guidance for Coast Guard personnel 
and is not intended nor does it impose legally-binding requirements on any party outside 
the Coast Guard.

7. MAJOR CHANGES.  None.

mailto:Communityrelations@uscg.mil
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8. ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECT AND IMPACT CONSIDERATIONS.  The Office of 

Environmental Management, Commandant (CG-47) reviewed this Commandant Instruction 

and the general policies contained within, and determined that this policy falls under the 

Department of Homeland Security (DHS) categorical exclusion A3. This Commandant 

Instruction will not result in any substantial change to existing environmental conditions or 

violation of any applicable federal, state, or local laws relating to the protection of the 

environment. It is the responsibility of the action proponent to evaluate all future specific 

actions resulting from this policy for compliance with the National Environmental Policy 

Act (NEPA), other applicable environmental requirements, and the U.S. Coast Guard 

Environmental Planning Policy, COMDTINST 5090.1 (series). 

9. DISTRIBUTION.  Electronic distribution in the Directives System Library. Intranet/Pixel 

Dashboard: Directives Pubs, and Forms - PowerApps (appsplatform.us) . If Internet 

released: Commandant Instructions (uscg.mil), Coast Guard Forms (uscg.mil). 

10. RECORDS MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS.  Records created as a result of this 

Instruction, regardless of format or media, must be managed in accordance with Records & 

Information Management Program Roles and Responsibilities, COMDTINST 5212.12 

(series) and the records retention schedule located on the Records Resource Center Microsoft 

SharePoint site at: https://uscg.sharepoint-mil.us/sites/cg61/SitePages/CG-611-RIM.aspx. 

11. POLICY FOR COAST GUARD ART PROGRAM (COGAP) LENDING.  Due to 

limitations in the number of works suitable for display in the COGAP collection and the 

interest of museums and other venues, which are also utilizing the collection in large 

displays, the following policies apply: 

a. Selecting Art for Display. Commandant (CG-0923) staff can assist Flag Officers and 

Senior Executive leadership in reviewing, searching for, and choosing artwork or 

reproductions for display in Representational Facilities and offices of Coast Guard Flag 

Officers and Senior Executives. Commandant (CG-0923) staff can provide information 

on availability and specific dimensions and other requirements for placement such as 

lighting limitations and security and safety requirements. 

b. A maximum of two pieces of original art may be lent to One- and Two-star Flag Officers 

or Senior Executive equivalent. Three-Star Flag Officers and their Senior Executive 

equivalents may request a maximum of three works. Four-Star requests will be provided 

as many works as deemed practicable. These limits are for art lent to both 

Representational Facilities and offices combined. 

c. All original artwork on loan to Flag and Senior Executive leadership remains part of the 

art program and may be recalled at any time for external display. 

d. Original art may be lent for changes of command for O-7 level and above. Original 

artwork will not be provided for offices for purely decorative purposes. 

e. Needs for artwork beyond those listed above, whether for offices or Represntational 

Facilities, can be met with high-quality framed reproductions on canvas. Digital images 

of the artwork may be viewed and selected from the Defense Visual Information 
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Distribution Service (DVIDS) website at: https://www.dvidshub.net/unit/USCG-COGAP. 

Artwork available on the webiste is searchable by entering search terms such as “COGAP 

search and rescue,” as well as by topic, artist, and year. The COGAP coordinator may 

also be contacted regarding images not yet on the DVIDS site either directly or at 

COGAP@uscg.mil. Reproductions become the property of the office requesting them 

and costs for reproductions and framing are always borne by the requesting office. 

f. For more information on the Coast Guard Art Program visit: 

https://www.uscg.mil/Community/Art-Program/. 

g. Address requests for original art to Coast Guard Art Program Coordinator: 

COGAP@uscg.mil. 

12. POLICY FOR HISTORIC ART AND ARTIFACT LOANS FROM THE HERITAGE 

ASSET COLLECTION.  Items in the Heritage Asset Collection are valuable both for their 

artistic merit and their place in the historic record. As such, the requirements for borrowing 

items from the Heritage Asset Collection, which is managed by Coast Guard Curatorial 

Services, a program within the Coast Guard Historian’s Office, differ from those for the 

COGAP collection. 

a. Artifacts must be in good to excellent condition, and available for loan. The Coast Guard 

Curator makes this determination.  

b. If an artifact needs restoration or repair work before being loaned out, the borrowing 

office, unit, or department will be required to pay for all conservation work on that item 

before the item may be loaned.  

c. Exceptionally rare or valuable heritage assets are restricted for use in planned exhibitions, 

and/or to a set period of time with specific care and security conditions. 

d. Borrowing offices, where applicable, are responsible for all costs associated with 

transporting an artifact or artwork to the borrowing location and eventual return to the 

exhibit center. 

e. A maximum of four items from the Heritage Asset Collection may be lent to a requesting 

office or Representational Facility per loan agreement. Four-Star flag officers are not 

limited to any specific number of items and requests will be provided for as practicable. 

f. Artifacts may be recalled at any time by the Coast Guard Curator for the following 

reasons: conservation treatment, and planned external exhibit needs and programs. Items 

may be returned to borrowing office or command if need is only temporary. 

g. Borrowers must: 

(1) Maintain appropriate climate and environmental control of display areas and cases as 

set forth by curatorial services. Avoid direct sunlight and extremes in temperature and 

humidity. 

https://www.dvidshub.net/unit/USCG-COGAP
mailto:COGAP@uscg.mil
https://www.uscg.mil/Community/Art-Program/
mailto:COGAP@uscg.mil
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(2) Maintain appropriate safety and security procedures for all heritage assets on display.

Coast Guard Curator will discuss needs and requirements with the requestor at the

time of the request. Also, safety and security procedures and requirements are spelled

out in the official loan agreement.

(3) When required by the curatorial office, certain artifacts must be housed in locked

cases in order to prevent theft, damage or unauthorized handling.

(4) Sign a loan agreement with the Historian’s Office (CG-09242). Loan agreements are

for specific locations, purposes, and time periods, and may not be altered.

h. To request a loan, contact the Coast Guard Curator at 301-763-4008 or send a request to

History@uscg.mil.

13. SECTION 508.  This policy is created to adhere to accessibility guidelines and standards as 
promulgated by the U.S. Access Board with consideration of Information and 
Communications Technology (ICT) requirements. If accessibility modifications are needed 
for this artifact, please communicate with the Section 508 Program Management Office

(PMO) at Section.508@uscg.mil. Concerns or complaints for non-compliance of policy and/

or artifacts may be directed to the Section 508 PMO, the Civil Rights Directorate

(https://www.uscg.mil/Resources/Civil-Rights/) for the Coast Guard, or to the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security at accessibility@hq.dhs.gov.

14. REQUEST FOR CHANGES.  Units and individuals may recommend changes in writing via 
the chain of command to Commandant (CG-0923) at Communityrelations@uscg.mil.

/W. E. WATSON/
Rear Admiral, U. S. Coast Guard 

Director of Governmental and Public Affairs 

mailto:History@uscg.mil
mailto:Communityrelations@uscg.mil
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