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1. Operation Haylift, the airlift of hay to the drought-stricken 
Southeast, provided several of our wings the chance to get good, 
positive news coverage. Once again, our wing PAO's took the bull 
by the horn, so to speak, and the results were exceptional.

2. Attached is a copy of Operation Haylift news clips. The 
booklet contains a representative sample of news clippings that 
appeared in papers throughout the country. This is an excellent 
example of getting the good news out under SAF/PA's Project 
Balance program.

3. We all need to continually search out and promote positive 
Air Force stories. Your continued support is appreciated.

RICHARD L. FULLER, Colonel, USAF. 
Director of Public Affairs

1 Atch 
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Hay mission finally takes flight
3 C-130s loaded for trip to drought-ravaged Georgia
By STEVE SCHULT2E
of The Journal staff

Camp Douglas, Wis. — Five hundred 
bales of hay weighing 10 tons were load­
ed onto each of three C-130 cargo planes 
here Thursday for shipment to drought- 
stricken farms in Georgia.

The first of the military transport 
planes was scheduled to leave Volk Held 
here at midday, and the two others were 
to follow at one-hour intervals.

The planes were to land at Dobbins Air 
Force Base in Marietta, Ga., Just north­
west of Atlanta.

The mission, approved by President 
Reagan on Wednesday, is being conduct­
ed by Milwaukee’s 440th Tactical Airlift 
Wing as part of a training exercise. Sen. 
Robert W. Kasten Jr. (R-Wis.) and Ronald 
McCrea, Gov. Earl’s press secretary, said 
in interviews.

The hay being shipped by the Air Force 
Reserve unit is just a smail part of 45,000 
bales donated by Wisconsin farmers, but

McCrea said the airlift would serve an 
important need.

“It’s not that much, frankly,’’ McCrea 
said. But he added: “If [1,500] bales kMp 
livestock alive a couple of days, that’s 
worth something.”

Additional flights are not likely, he 
said. The remainder of the donated hay is 
to be shipped by truck and rail.

The military flights were announced 
late Wednesday by both Kasten and Earl.

“I am pleased we have been able to 
turn this into a positive situation,” Kasten

said. He called the airlift a coordinated 
effort by state and federai officiais.

The first flight left Mitchell Airport in 
Milwaukee Thursday morning to pick up 
hay at Volk Held at Camp Douglas, which 
is near Tomah.

Georgia prisoners were expected to 
unload the hay In Marietta, where it will 
be taken to a farmers’ market for distri­
bution.

a"'.

............

Journal photo by Lynn Howell

Wisconsin hay bound for drought-stricken farms in Georgia was loaded onto a C-130 cargo plane Thursday at Volk Field
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Dixie farmers line up in Atlanta 

for free hay flown from Midwest
' By tiM At8»0«l«4 Prtii

' Parmen drove 100 miles and lined 
u^overnigU yesterday in Georgia for a 
ct^;lce at free bay to feed cattle starv­
ing in a drought that has cost farmers 
in the Southeast an estimated 
billion and forced water conservation 
nibasures.

- i Although teinitcralures have tem­
porarily eased in the region after 2Vi 
weeks of 100-degree highs, the death 
1(^1 since July 1 rose to -12.

1 Georgia cattlemen lined up yester­
day at the Atlanta Farmers Market for 
a.'share of 40 tons of hay donated by 
Illinois farmers and flown in by Air 
Kocce cargo jets.

;; r “This is our only chance to keep 
ouC cattle alive," said Sara Dockery of 
Rbyston, who drove lOU miles. “This 
nxuans the cows will survive fur five 
more days," said her husband, Frank­
lin.

The first farmer in line was Dale 
Banford. of Winder, who said be ar­
rived Tuesday night. He said he has had 
to feed his 60 teef cattle apples and 
stale bread, and they ate leaves off 
trees blown down in a storm last week. 
“This is a short start, but it’s a start," 
he said.

Banford was among about 40 
farmers who got up to 50 bales each. 
Twenty-five others were turned away 
when the hay ran out after four hours, 
and some of them left their trailers be­
hind so they would be at the head of the 
line tomorrow, when more free hay is 
to bo distribute.

Georgia Agriculture Commission­
er Tommy Irvin estimated that in bis 
state alone, farmers will need 2 million 
tons of hay to feexi their cattle through 
spring.

Clouds and scattered rain kept the 
Southeast l>clow 100 degree's for a sec­
ond consecutive day. But Macon, Ga.,

came close with a high of 93. Columbia. 
S.C., reached only 96 yesterday and 97 
Tuesday, ending a record string of 15 
days of triple-digit temperatures.

But higlis could be over 100 again 
next week, said Charlotte Camp of the 
National Weather Service m Columbia. - 

Scattered thunderstorms devel-.'. 
oped Tuesday from Maryland to Flori­
da, dumping more than 3 inches of rain 
on Valdosta. Ga., within six hours.

But the rain is too late for some 
crops. "Soybeans could improve some if 
there is rain, but it’s certainly loo late 
for crops such as corn," said Henry 
Power with the South Carolina Crop 
Reporting Service.

Tennessee is faring better than 
neighboring slates, but it is still 15 
inches below normal rainfall for the 
year. Only 10 percent of its pastures 
are listed in good condition and farm­
ers are selling some cattle to conserve 
feed, state officials said.

The AssocUtBd P(«s$

I President Redgao boosts the rampaigns of Sooth bell (left) and Tommy Hytue^. candidate -lor 
Ic^Uaa gubenutorial candidate Carroll Camp- Ikatenant govenmr, inOoIombia oa Thursday.

Reagan promises farm drought aid
White House ‘stands ready to help,' 
he tells S.C. audience at fund-raiser 

! By Ron Marti
Soi// Writer

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Parched Southern farmers, 
many of whom are facing economic disaster as a result 
of the region’s worst drought in more than a century,

{ soon will be offered federal emergency assistance,
1 President Reagan said in a speech here Thursday.
I About two hours after Reagan spoke. Agriculture 
I Secretarj Richard Lyng announced in Washington that 

a special drought task force would help speed fedo-al 
aid to the region and that several existing programs 
would be tailored to help fanners recover from eco­
nomic losses. No major new spending programs were 
unveiled.

"The drought is reaching tragic proportions — one 
of the worst in the century — and I want you to know 
that our administration stands ready to help,” Reagan 
told a supportive but restrained crowd of about L300 
people at the Carolina Coliseum.

‘Tve sent a federal team to South Caroltaa. and 
other states, to assess the situation,” be said.

Earlier in the day, Reagan met with two South Car­
olina farmers. Jack Burnside of Columbia and Morris 
Hart of Norway, as they waited for a shipment of bay 
from niinois to be unloaded from an Air Force C-141 
jet at the Columbia Metro Airport.

“On the faces of those South Carolina farmers, what 
dignity, what determination to stick it out until better 
days," said Reagan.

Reagan praised farmers across the country for 
; coming to the aid of Southern farmers by donating ex­
cess forage for starving livestock.

“Americans are together again, helping each other 
as we used to," said R^gan.

Four planeloads of surplus hay from the Midwest 
;arrived in South Carolina on Thursday, bringing to IS 
the total number of shipments flown into the state in

mPresident Reagan said the United States has not 
ruled out sanctions against South Africa. Page 5-A.

the last five days. A 200-car train with 2,000 tons of In­
diana hay is expected in South Carolina next week, 
while other Midwestern states have promised additional 
shipments that will total more than 2,000 tons.

Reagan’s 2 Vi-hour stop in Columbia was the last in 
a two-day fundraising swing through the South. The 
president made stops in Texas and Florida on Wednes­
day to raise money for Republican candidates in the 
November elections.

Reagan met with about 200 people, who paid (1,000 
each, at a private reception at the coliseum before 
speaking to the 1,200 luncheon guests. The event was 
expected to raise in excess ol (300,000 for the guberna­
torial campaign of UR. Rep. Carroll Campbell (R-S.C.), 
who is running against Democratic candidate Lt Gov. 
Mike DanieL Republicans here hope Reagan’s populari- 
ty in this conservative state (be won 64 percent of the 
vote in the 18S4 election) will help other party candi-

“Ttis ls pore Ronald Reagan country," Sen. Strom 
’Thurmond (R-S.C.) said hi his introduction ol Reagan.

Thumond also said Reagan’s popularity with the 
voters easily could win him a third term, even though 
there is a constitutional prohibition against IL It was 
the second time in as many days that the subject bad 
been broached.

“If the people had their way, they would amend the 
Constitution and give him a third term so that the next 
president of the United States will still be Ronald Rea­
gan," said Thurmond.

Reagan first mentioned the idea of a third term 
during his stop in Florida on Wednesday. But on Thurs­
day, he made no mention of it.

In his 25-minute speech, which originally was sched­
uled to run only 10 minutes, Reagan stressed patrio­
tism, South Carolina’s long-term commitment to the 
miiitaiy, Reaganomics and his efforts at tax reform.



O'Fallon Progress 
Thursday, July 24, 1986 

page 3

Air Force to the rescue
To aid drought-stricken 

Southeastern United States, the Air 
Force has lent a helping hand by 
airlifting bales of hay to farmers in 
South Carolina.

Responding to a request by Gov. 
Jim Thompson to expedite tran­
sporting bales of hay to the 
Southeast, President Reagan or­
dered transport planes to airlift the 
hay.

The attempt to help save starving 
cattle has so far resulted in five 
shipments of hay, or approximately 
4,000 bales of hay. Air Force officials 
say.

The deliveries began Saturday

vrhen two Military Airlift Command 
C-141 Stariifters sent 1,600 bales of 
Illinois hay to the Greenville- 
Spartanburg area of South Carolina. 
The aircraft were sent to Illinois 
from McGuire AFB, N.J., and 
Charleston AFB, S,C.

Thompson said, "The spirit of the 
Illinois farmer is as strong and 
generous as pver. Whole com­
munities have come forward, 
loading hay through the night so it 
would be ready for this airlift.”

Officials at Scott AFB said more 
airlifts are .expected later in the 
week.

South Carolina has been hardest

hit by the drought and farmers there 
are either out of hay or operating at 
dangerously low levels, endangering 
beef and dairy herds, said Thomp­
son,

"When I asked Illinois farmers 
just a few days ago to donate or sell 
their hay to help out the farmers 
struggling in the Southeast,” said 
Thompson, "I knew they would 
respond quickly and generously. 
They always have and I expect they 
always will.

"For more than one hundred 
years, Illinois farmers have helped 
their neighbors get through the bad 
times.”

m

i wwwwwwwww

Air Force personnel load a pallet of hay 
aboard a Military Airlift Command C-141 
Starlifter aircraft. Members of the Military 
Airlift Command, Illinois Air and Army 
National Guard loaded 1,664 bails of hay on 
two C-141 aircraft destined for the drought-

stricken Greenville, S.C., area. The hay was 
donated by Illinois farmers to assist South 
Carolina farmers whose cattle were starving 
because the heat and drought had killed local 
feed crops. (Photo by TSgt. Richard Brooks)
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By STEVE SCHULTZE 
Journal Madison bureau

Madison, Wis. — President Reagan on Wednesday 
approved the use of Air Force Reserve cargo planes for 
the airlift of Wisconsin hay to farmers la the South, Sen. 
Robert W. Hasten Jr. (R-Wis.) announced.
. Two C-130 planes and crews from Milwaukee’s 440th 
Tactical Airlift Wing 'at Mitchell Airport were ready to 
make the first flights Wednesday as soon as official word 
was received, said Gary Fitzgerald, a spokesman for the 
Reserve unit. '

No details on the number of flights authorized or 
where the first h^:y pickups would be made was Immedi­
ately available.

About 8,000 bales of hay were donated by farmers In 
the Reedsburg urea and about 3,000 were loaded on 
trucks late Tuesday. The first load left Reedsburg by 
truck Tuesday night and three more loads left early 
Wednesday.

Kasten’s announcement was made a day after Gov. 
Earl and Democialic Wisconsin congressmen tried in 
vain to get White House approval for the miltary cargo 
planes.
Please see Hay, Page 10A

Hay
From Page 1
• *‘I am delighted that we were able 
to turn this decision around,” Hasten 
said in a prepared statement.

Earl aides and others questioned 
whether While House reluctance to 
approve the mission Tuesday at 
Earl’s request had been politically 
motivated. But Hasten spokesman 
Jim Sims said he doubted that.

"We pushed on this and we got 
. results,” he said.

Four truckloads of donated hay 
from the Reedsburg area were roll­
ing toward drought-plagued Georgia 
Wednes^y after the airlift failed to 
get off the ground Tuesday.

"There was a lot of frustration and 
disappointment out here” when a 
promised Air Force Reserve cargo 
plane failed to appear, said William' 
Schorer, president of Reedsburg 
Foods.

Five more truck runs had been 
arranged, but after Kasten’s an­
nouncement It was not clear how 
many trucks would be needed. Four 
companies — Reedsburg Foods, 
Skinner Transfer, Bemien Implement 
and Wisconsin Metal Products — had 
agreed to pick up the Ub for trucking 
costs.

When It appeared Tuesday that the 
airlift would not be approved, one of 
the organizers of the Reedsburg hay 
donation said he had had it with gov­
ernment involvement.

“1 knew It was too good to be 
true,” said David Retzlaff, manager 
of Bemien Implement Co. in Reeds­
burg.

“Right away It was their idea,” 
Retzlaff scoffed, speaking of Earl 
and his staff. “I wish I’d have left 
them out of It.”

"People were kind of mad and 
heartbroken and upset,” Retzlaff 
said.
. Shipping the hay by air will be 
vastly more expensive than trucking 
It. A round trip to Georgia on a C-130 
cargo plane would cost $14,400, ac­
cording to Gary Fitzgerald, public 
affairs director of the Milwaukee- 
based 440th. The C-130 would hold 
about a semi-trailer truckload of hay, 
about 700 bales.

Trucking the hay out of Reedsburg 
from Reedsburg Foods Is costing 
about $1,000 a load, said William 
Schorer, company president.

Retzlaff said he had arranged for 
the hay to be sent to Forest Park, 
Ga., after contacting Georgia’s secre­
tary of agriculture.

White House officials had balked 
Tuesday at allowing Air Force planes 
to be used for the Wisconsin effort, 
saying four Midwestern states — Illi­
nois, Iowa, Kansas and Missouri — 
already had received permission to 
use the planes, said Sherman Stock, 
an aide to Earl.

It was not clear what had changed 
the federal government’s mind Wed­
nesday.

But Stock said Wisconsin’s request 
was different because the other 
stales used active Air Force person­
nel and WIscemsinWanted to use re­
servists who would make the flights 
as part of a training exercise.

State stalled 

over use
BylUckRpi^ , v

The White Honae withheld e^prov- 
el TueitUy for Wlacontln'e heyllft to 
the drought-stricken Southeeat While 
pledged donatlona from Itrmfra 
mounted and 'several lodLvldttali 
stepped In to drivpi^ Sf'JBlrthen^. 
selves,,. , „■'A'u.,./

Alter a day filled with mixed sig­
nals and suspicion that a charitable 
effort was being used for political 
ends, aides to Democratic and Repub­
lican officials were optimistic that 
President Reagan (vould approve the 
state'i reduect fpr military- p+aa«S th 
haul hay -:-OT.Tf .

sen. Robert W. KasteS Jr'CR-.Vtl) 
said he was "cautiously oprimistlc" 
that the request would be approved.

Kasten said In a itatemept ^t he

had conlacUd I^agap^^aod senior 
White House staff .mtmbers late 
Tuesday and was "hopeful a decision 
will be,made, tomorrow morning,to 
permit Wlaeoiisln’t participation In 
the airlift of hay to the South."

Ronald McCrea, Gov. Earl's com- 
munksUons aeqittary,' also said the 
day's tlnsil aigna from Washington 
were encouraging. But McCret criti­
cized the Reagan administration for 
balking after WIsconslD' farmers In 
just a few day, had pledged to give 
about SO.OOp halts to help feed live­
stock In the Southeast. ,•

“It was rcelly vntoi;tui|ate that a 
few coordinates couldn't come to­
gether," McCrea laid. "It's the kind 
of day that gives politicians of all
Hay Turn to Page .10

stalledState 

over use of planes
Hay From Page 1

stripes a bad name If It doesn't work 
out."

Earlier Tuesday, an aide to Sen. 
William Proxmlre (D-Wls.) said Rea­
gan's staff was concerned about the 
cost of further airlifts — several 
have been undertaken from Illinois 
— and the distance Involved.

The White House has slmiliar re­
quests from several other Midwest­
ern states, and It appeared Reagan's; 
staff may have hesitated after seelujr, 
the unexpectedly large volume 
hay being offered. Midwestern farm--, 
ers are cutting bumper crops of hay ' 
this year. Their offers to the South­
east may total several hundred thpjA 
sand bales, one aide to Earl laid. ..

But another aide noted that Rea­
gan had been quick to OK the use of 
military planes requested by Illinois 
RepubUcan Gov. James R. Thomp­
son.

The C-141 airplanes being used in 
Illinois are larger and more costly to 
run than th|e C-130s requested by 
Wisconsla, said Gary Fitzgerald, pub­
lic affairs director of the Air Force 
Reserve's 440th Tactical Airlift 
Wing, based at Milwaukee's Mitchell 
International Airport.

Fitzgerald said he was unsure of 
the current cost of operating a C-130, 
but estimated it at about $100,000 
per hour in the air. Round-trip flight 
time to Atlanta, Ga., Is about eight 
hours.

However, McCrea said Wisconsin's 
request would be to use the hayllft as 
a substitute for scheduled Air Force 
Reserve training.

Because of the coat bf airlifts, 
though. It appears unlikely that mili­
tary planes will be used for any 
length of time. There was talk Tues­
day of using trains, and several peo­
ple here have taken It upon them­
selves to truck hay to the south.

Four trucks were to leave early

Wednesday from Reedsburg, where 
farmers expecting the airlift to begin 
had brought about 5,000 hales of hay 
to the airport, said David Retzlaff, a 
local farmer and implement firm 
manager who spearheaded the area's 
effort.

Retzlaff, 34, said the hayllft had 
become a political football, and that 
he no longer cared whether or not 
Wisconsin got to use military planes.

“They can keep them as far as I'm 
concerned. ... I'm Just fed up wtth 

:^ie politicians,” Retzlaff said.
Linda Jameson, Rarl's assistant 

, press Secretary, said nine other 
. truckers had bran ;iInM up to haul 
■hay. Among.Jliem1 Is A-1 Carrier 

4lMovlng & Storage, of Madison, 
which. Is donating a moving,jiaa. 
Driver Donald'-Wilts will donate his 
time to take the truck to South Caro­
lina, A-1 office manager Sandy Neu- 
maler said.

No matter what form of transpor­
tation Is used, it would require a 
massive effort to meet the need even 
In just the hardest hit^qtheastern 
states, Georgia and Sooth'Carolina.

A Georgia Agriculture Department 
spokeswoman estimated that 2 mil- 
lipn tons of hay would be needed to 
fcMp that state's cattle fed through 
the winter. That's the equivalent of 
80 million hales, or about 2,700 times 
the amount pledged so far from WIs- 
copain.

Otficlala have estimated that the 
30,000 bales offered .here so far 
would feed the cattle and horses In 
South Carolina for two days.

MILWAUKEt tiENTINEL 
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. ^ Tinners drove ] 00 rrules and lined up Wednesday in 
Xiieorgia for a chance at free hayioieed cattle starving 
on a drought that has cost farmers, in the Southeast an 
•estimated |13 Million and forced ‘water conservation 
•measures.

Although temperatures have temporarily cased in 
the j“egioD after 2‘/» weeks of'3 00-degree highs, the 
■death toll since July 1 rose to 42,

,Jhe cattlemen lined up at the Atlanta Tarmers. 
^farket for a share of 40 tons of hay donated by Illinois 
•farmers and flown in by Air Force cargo jets.

- .'tThis is our only chance to keep our cattle alive,H 
said Sara Dockery of Royston, who drove lOO miles. 
■"This means the cows will survive for five more days," 
said her husband, Franklin.
.-- The firslfarmer In line was Dale Banford of Winder, 
-who said be arrived Tuesday night. He said be has bad 
'go feed his €0 beef cattle aj)ples and stale bread, and

4bey ate leaves off trees blown down in a storm fast 
. week. "This is a short start, but it's a start,**ike said.
.. Banford was among about 40 farmers who got ep to 
!.50 bales each. Twenty-five others were turned away 
! .when the .^y ran out alter four hours, god some of 

them left their trailers behind so they would be at the 
bead of the line Friday, when more free hay ts to be 

"'distributed. •• — ..
Georgia Agriculture Commissioner Tommy Irvin 

estimated that in his state alone, farmers will ateed 2 
r mlUioD tons of hay to feed their cattle through spring.

'Clouds and scattered rein kept the Southeast below 
100 degrees for a -second consecutive day. But Macon, 

'Ga., came close with m high of 98. Colombia, S.C., 
-reached only 96 Wednesday and 97 Tuesday, breaking a 

-record string of 16 days of triple-digit temperatures.
• But highs could be over 100 again eext week, said 

Charlotte -Camp of the btational Weather Service in 
. Colombia.- -

Heat ^ i

About 610,000 broilen have din) in 1 
Georgia in tbe Last 12 days, aaid 
Abit Massey, executive director of 
tbe Georgia Pouttry Federation. 
Georgia'i |6 blltioo pouttry In­
dustry a tosing about SO mitUon a 
vreetL, besaid.

And at least 7S percent of tbe . 
eitimated 170 1 mlllloa pine 
leedUngj planted in Alabama bp- 
tween December and April by 
eommerclal foresters, private 
landownert and the Forest Service 
are dying In the beat and drought, 
laid Curt Griffiths, a U.S. Forest 
Service tree scientists.

More donated hay'was op its way 
from the Midwest.,

Four Air force C-Ul Starlifler 
cargo jets were loaded with 77 tons ' 
of hay Wednesday morning in Igwa 
and landed in'tbe aiterquon at the 
Donaldson Industrial Air Parit oui- 
aide Greeuville, S.C.

"It’s nice to be helping Ameri­
cans for a change," said Staff Sgt. 
Alan Maun of McCbord Air Force' 
Base in Tacoma, Wash., ope of 
crewmen on the planes. 1

“They're farmers, we're fanners 
and we have V> stick together and 
hope it does some good," said 
faoa« Oepnis Kngth in Wisconsin, 
.Vheutiov. Anthony Earl'll stalf 
fi\id af^t }4,00() hales, or about

• Scattered thunderstorms developed Toesdsy from 
Maryland to Florida, dumping more than S indies of 
rain on Valdosta, Ga., within six hours. - 

'But the rain is too late for some crops. “Soytieans 
could improve some If there is rain, but it's certainly 
too late for crops such as corn,”’ said Henry Power with 
tbe South Carolina Crop Reporting Service. -' ’
“ Tennessee is taring iietter than neighboring states, 
bet it is still 15 inches below normal rainfall for tbe 
year. Only 10 percent of its pastures are listed in good 
condition and fanners are selling •some cattle to 
conserve teed, stale of ficials said. • » • '• - ■’

Jerry Schubert, a farmer in Loudon County, Tear. , 
sold two cows at an auction and said that if it stays dry 
bell have to sell the rest of his herd "and find a job like 
a city-slicker." ...

' In addition to the drought,the tot iilulling poultry.
-*« HEAT, Page 6-A '
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' ' 750 tons, bad boen donated as of 
late Tuesday. ' ‘; i 

“Thf heart of America in big," 
South Carolina Lt, Gov. Mike 
Daniel laid Wednesday’in Indiana, 
whose fanacra have donated 1.800 
tons,'Which Indiana U. Gov. John 
Mutz valued at $80 a ton.
: A i5-truck Ohio National Guard 

' convoy loaded with donated hay 
will let out Aug. 2 for Ft. Bragg, 
N.C.,’1 Gov. Rlchayd Celeste aui 
nounced Wednesday. Agriculture 

, Director Steven D. Maurer said 
' Ohio' farmeru had1 donated more 

than 4,000 Ions, about 124,000 bales, 
and conlribiiUoivi wero itill being 
olfered. ' b •
'' Two planeloads of Missouri hay 
----------------------------------------------- . . ■ Wc4.

!l nesday and more la available. "We 
could load five railroad can to­
morrow," aaid Susan Bamei of the 
National Organization for Ray 
Materiali, a farm marketing 
agency. r

In Illinois, thousands of bales pi. 
hay were loaded on railroad cart 
wbilo voluoteeri prepared addi­
tional truck and air shipmema. ,

J "Thii will go on ai long as there 
,ts a need or ii long as we can meet 
{the need," aaid spokesman,'Mark 
i Randal of the liU^la Department 
I of Agriculture. „ Tint 
i ^ *•** Weh*l*f (X Webster Trucking 
I Co. in Donovan, IlL, laid he would 
'offer the services of soma of bit'
; driven to deliver donated bay i 
;• far from their normal routea,. ',uQ

v/uuY XH
P 1_
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Lofty form
of farm aid

ILLINOIS LARGESS; Air Force personnel in Rockford,
By Wondy VUsar. USA TODAY 

, load hay into a C-141 for the flight south.

By Florestlne Purnell 
and Desda Moss 
USA TODAY

ROCKFORD. DL — Illinois 
farmers sent three planeloads 
of hay to Georgia and South 
Carolina Tuesday as the How of 
help for draught-stricken 
Southern farmers Increased.

"It’s great to be able to do 
this for some needy people," 
said Leona Nelson of Mount 
Morris, who contributed 250 
bales to the 3,000 bales carried 
by three Air Force C-Ul trans­
port planes.

Two planes carrying about
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40 tons of hay went to Georgia, 
where the hay will be distribut­
ed today to farmers who face 
losing their herds because they 
have no feed for them.

"This 40 tons Is mostly sym­
bolic, a stopgap measure," said 
Georgia A^culture Commis­
sioner Tommy Irvin. "But that 
draws national attention to our 
plight”

More help for Southern 
farmers Is on the way:

■ By the end of the week, 
more than 200 tons of hay will 
be shipped south from the Mid­
west where rain has given 
farmers a bumper hay crop.

■ President Reagan Thurs­
day Is scheduled to meet an Air 
Force C-141 when It brings 
1,600 bales of hay from Spring- 
field, ni., to Columbia, S.C

There were also more calls 
for help; Alabama Gov. C«orge 
Wallace sent Reagan tele­
grams calling for quick release 
of surplus feed to farmers. 
Florida oHclals said Panhan­
dle cattlemen can’t keep their 
herds through the winter with­
out feed shipments.

Southern Farmers Lining Up 

‘For Hay Aid
Compiled From Newi Sorvicot

Farmers drove 100 miles and lined 
w overnight in Georgia for a chance 
wedneday at free hay from Illinois to 
fped cattle starving in a drought The 
Jmt. dry weather Is estimated to have 
cost farmers in the Southeast $1.5 bil- 

‘Uon and forced water conservatioo 
measures.

Hay donated by Missouri furmera 
w^ being flown to South Carolina-

Although the weather has ea.‘ied in 
the region after 2‘/2 week.s of |.00* 
degree highs, the total of deaths at­
tributed to the beat since July 1 ruse 
toil.

Georgia cattlemen lined up at the 
Atlanta Farmers Market for a share 
of 40 tons of hay donated by Illinois 
farmers and flown in by Air I’orce 
cargo planes.

“This IS our only chiitm* to keep 
our cattle alive," said Suni iMnkery 
of Royston, who drove lOU miles. 
"This means the rows will survive for 
five more days," said her husband, 
Franklin.

The first farmer in line was Dale 
Banford. of Winder, who said he had 
arrived Tuesday night. He sidd ho 
bad been feeding his 60 b<?ef cattle 
apples and stale bread, and that they 
bad eaten leaves off trees blown 
down in a slorm last week. “This ts u 
4hort start, but it’s a start," he said.

... Georgia Agriculture Commissioner 
Tommy Irvin estimated that in his 
state alone, farmers would need 2 
million tons of hay to feed their cattle 
through spring.

About 1,800 bales of hay were 
flown from Missouri to South Caroli- 
aa on Wednesday.

The hay was donated by several 
farmers near Diamond and Ava. in 
southwestern Missouri, said Mike 
Kraemer, public information officer 
with the Missouri Department of 
Agriculture,

Volunteers collected the hay and 
took it to the Springfield Regioimi 
AIrpon, where ihc bales were loaded 
onto two C'Hl transport planes from 
South C-arollna

Farm activists and slate oflicials 
have been tiying to arrange tninspor- 
tatlon for more hay lifts 
' Three Air Force C-MI Slarllfler 
^ts were loaded with 3,600 bales 
Wednesday at Des Moines. Iowa, to 
be flown to Greenville, S.C. Another 
plane was loaded ui Cedar Kupids.

A 43"(ruck Ohio National Guard

convoy loaded with donated hay wifi 
set oat Aiig. 2 for Fori Bragg, N.C., 
Gov. Richard Celeste announced 
Wednesday.

Clouds and scattered rain kept the 
Soulheasl below lOO degrees for a 
second consecutive day. But Macon, 
Ga., came close with a high of 98. 
Columbia, S.C., reached only 96 
Wednesday and 97 Tuesday, breaking 
a record siring of 15 days of triple- 
digit temperatures.

Scattered ihunderslorms devel­
oped Tuesday from Maryland to Flor­
ida. dumping more than 3 inches of 
rain on Valdosta, Ga., within six 
hours.

But Ihe ruin is too late for some 
crops.

"Soybeans could Improve some if 
there is rain, but It’s certainly too late 
for t rops such u.s corn," saiil Henry 
I'ower with Ihe South Ciirotina Crop 

. Reporting Service.
Tennessee is faring belter than 

neighboring states, but its rainfall re­
mains 15 inches below normal for the 
year. Only 10 percent of its pastures 
are listed in good condition, and 
farmers are selling some caille to 
conserve feed, stnte officials said.

In addition to the drought, (he heat 
is killing poultry. About 610.UU0 broil­
ers have died in Georgia in the last 12 
days, said Abit Massey, executive di­
rector of the Georgia Poultry Federa­
tion. Georgia's $6 billion poultry in­
dustry is losing about $5 million a 
week, he said.

And at least 75 percent of the esti­
mated 175 million pine seedlings 
planted in Alabama between Decem­
ber and April by commercial forest­
ers, private landowners and (he For­
est Service are dying, said Curt 
Griffiths, a D.S. Forest Service tree 
scientists.

Some experts say $400 niillmn of 
North Carolina's $4 billion annual 
farm meutne may already be lost. 
South Carolina agriculture officiats 
estimated losses at $100 million: Vir­
ginia. $61.5 milllun, Gi-orgia. $182 5 
million

Maryland (luv. Harry Hughes esti’ 
mated crop losses ut $89 million and 
said they could reach $100 million. 
Delaware aad Florida officials said 
po figures were available 
Wednesday.

John Trolman, director of Ala­
bama's Agricultural Stabilization an<l 
Coaservalion Service, cstimaied crop 
and live.stock losses at $75u mliiion.
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Hay Is For Horses And, Thanks To Illinois, 

For S. Carolina Cows
pctnpM From Nm Sorvicoi 
' Dozens of farmers In Greenville, 
5.C, lined up with trucks and trailers 
'on Saturday to collect 100 tons of free 
bay from Illinois.
* The bay was flown to tbe area' by 
!the Air Force and unloaded wltb 
'forklifts, then moved to another area 
k>f tbe runway for distribution. Tbe 
bay was donated by Illinois growers 
to help South Carolina fanners feed 
Ibeir cattle. Tbe South Carolina bay 
xrop was damaged by drought 

Elsewhere, thunderstorms In south* 
^est New York sent water surging 
jjver a dam. Roads were flooded and 
residents fled for higher ground.
I Two&MlSUrtlfterpls^ wM

in South Carolina, each carrying 50 
tons of hay. Tbe cargo arrived from 
Springfield, Ill., in a move ordered by 
President Ronald Reagan.

The farmers were lined up for the 
hay hours before the planes arrived. 
Most of the hay. no more than 65 
bales to a farmer, was allocated to 
qualified farmers in tbe first hour, 
officials said.

“It's really just enough hay to carry 
them over for a week," said Green­
ville Extension Service chairman 
Henry Jones.

South Carolina Gov. Dick Riley 
brought the plight of the Southern 
fanners to public attention last week. 
Illinois Gov. James Thompson volun*

'.1 “A western cold front which is 
moving through the Great Lakes and 
through the Central Plains should 
make it there by Tuesday, sparking , 
rains and bringing cooler tempera­
tures,” Barlow said.

Two sisters and a third teen-age 
girl, apparently trying to get relief 
from 100-degree heat, drowned in a 
rock-quarry pood in FreemanvlUe, 
Ala., officials said Saturday.

Efforts to save the sisters — Linda 
Grant, 17 and Geoell Grant, 15 ^ and 
a friend, Quinn Johnson, 13, failed 
and their bodies were recovered 
from 10-foot-deep water about an 
hour after the accident, at 8 p.m. 
Friday.

At least 19 other people have died

Most of the hay, no more than 65 bales to a 
farmer, was allocated to qualified farmers in 
the first hour, officials said.

teered to ship the bay, which Is sell­
ing for about $200 a bale In South 
Carolina. Reagan ordered tbe Air 
Force to make the shipments when 
officials realized that it would take 
too long to send the bay by train.

Thompson rolled up bis sleeves to 
help load tbe hay In the planes Satur­
day. More hay will be sent next fteek.

Blistering heat hit the two-week 
ipark for |he Southeast on Saturday, V

during the Southern beat wave, which 
stretches into tbe Midwest 

Heavy storms ripped the Pennsyl­
vania-New York border late FrMay 
and early Saturday, where up to 6 
Inches of rain fell In a 24-hour period 
in the Chautaugua County, N.Y., town 
of Sherman. "

The storms sparked spectadtilar 
lightning and sent rain pouring pyer 
the Panama Dam. about 10 miles 
west of Jamestown. N.Y., flooding 
roads and chasing an undetermined, 
number of residents from their 
homes.

More heavy thunderstorms were 
possible across the area during^Jbe 
day and into the night

which broiled under 100-degrec tem­
peratures again. Augusta, Ga., and 
Columbia. Ga.. both reached 103 de­
grees by mid-afternoon and Oklaho­
ma City. Okla., reached 100 degrees 
for the first time this year.

But a cold front plaguing the Mid­
west with tornadoes and locally 

theavy rain could bring some relief 
next week, said meteorologist Bill 

'Bartow. ____

Cofnpted From Newt Serviett 
Farmers drove 100 miles and lined 

up overnight in Georgia for a chance 
wedneday at free hay from Illinois to 

cattle starving in a drought The 
.hot, dry weather is estimated to have 
cast farmers in the Southeast $1.5 bil­
lion and forced water conservation 
measures.

Bay donated by Missouri farmers 
was being flown to South Carolina.

■ Although the weather Las eased in 
the region after 2 4 weeks of 100- 
degree highs, the total of deaths at­
tributed to the heat since July I rose 
to 42.

Georgia cattlemen lined up at the 
Atlanta Farmers Market for a share 
of 40 tons of hay donated by Illinois 
fanners and flown in by Air Force 
cargo planes.

“This is our only chance to keep 
our cattle alive,” said Sara Dockery 
of Royston. who drove 100 miles. 
“This means thexows will survive for 
five more daj's,” said her husband, 
Franklin.

Tbe first farmer in line was Dale 
Banford, of Winder, who said he had 
arrived Tuesday night He said he 
had been feeding his 60 beef cattle 
apples and stale bread, and that they 
had eaten leaves off -trees blown 
down in a storm last week. “This is a 
•Short start, but it*s a start" he said.

Georgia Agriculture Commissioner 
Tommy Irvin estimated that in his 
state alone, farmers would need 2 
million tons of hay to feed their cattle 
through spring.

About 1.800 bales of hay were 
flown from Missouri to South Caroli­
na on Wednesday.

The hay was donated by several 
farmers near Diamond and Ava, in 
southwestern Missouri, said Mike 
Kraemer. public information officer 
with the Missouri Department of 
Agriculture.

Volunteers collected the hay and 
took it to the Springfield Regional 
Airport, where the bales were loaded 
onto two C-141 transport planes from 
South Carolina.

Farm activists and state officials 
have been trying to arrange transpor­
tation for more hay lifts.

Three Air Force C-141 Starlifler 
jets were loaded with 3,600 bales 
Wednesday at Des Moines, Iowa, to 
be flown to Greenville. S.C. Another 
plane was loaded at Cedar Rapids.

A 43-truck Ohio National Guard

convoy loaded with donated hay win 
set out Aug. 2 for Fort Bragg. N.C.. 
Gov. Richard Celeste announced 
Wednesday.

Qouds and scattered rain kept the 
Southeast below 100 degrees for a 
second consecutive day. But Macon, 
Ga., came close with a high of 98. 
Columbia, S.C., reached only 96 
Wednesday and 97 Tuesday, breaking 
a record string of 15 days of triple- 
digit temperatures.

Scattered thunderstorms devel­
oped Tuesday from Maryland to Flor­
ida. dumping more than 3 inches of 
rain on Valdosta, Ga., within six 
hours.

But the rain is too late for some 
crops.

“Soybeans could improve some if 
there is rain, but it’s certainly too late 
for crops such as com,” said Henry 
Power with the South Carolina Crop 
Reporting Service.

Tennessee is faring better than 
neighboring states, but its rainfall re­
mains 15 inches below normal for the 
year. Only 10 percent of its pastures 
are listed in good condition, and 
fanners are selling some catUe to 
conserve feed, stale officials said.

In addition to the drought the heat 
is killing poul^. About 610,000 broil­
ers have died in Georgia in tbe last 12 
days, said Abit Massey, executive di­
rector of the Georgia Poultry Federa­
tion. Georgia’s $6 billion poultry in­
dustry is losing about $5 million a 
week, he said.

And at least 75 percent of the esti­
mated 175 million pine seedlings 
planted in Alabama between Decem­
ber and April by commercial forest­
ers, private landowners and the For-' 
est Service are dying, said Curt 
Griffiths, a U.S. Forest Service tree 
scientists.

Some experts say $400 million of 
North Carolina’s $4 billion annual 
farm income may already be lost. 
South Carolina agriculture officials 
estimated losses at $100 million: Vir­
ginia. $61.5 million; Georgia, $182.5 
million.

Maryland Gov. Harry’ Hu^es esti­
mated crop tosses at $89 million and 
said they could reach $100 million. 
Delaware and Florida officials said 
po figures were available 
Wednesday.

John Trotman. director of Ala­
bama’s Agricultural Stabilization and 
Conservation Service, estimated crop 
and livestock losses at $75u million.
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Cheers greet
By BILL HUGHES 
and SARAH OKESON
SuK Suff Writm

GREENVILLE
Air Force transport planes unloaded the first ship­

ments of freshly cut nUnois hay at Donaldson Center in 
Greenville on Saturday as a huge relief effort to help 
drought-stricken South Carolina fanners continued to 
take shape.

A cheer went up from some of the growers, who 
lined their trucks along the broiling hot tarmac to await 
a C-141 that touched down at S:0S p.m. carrying 42 tons 
of high quality alfalfa.

Gov. Dick Riley, US. Rep. Carroll A. Campbell Jr. 
and Agriculture Commissioner Les Tindal were among 
officials greeting the plane, one of two that arrived Sat­

urday with 1,794 bales of hay from Springfield, HL ,, 
Along with the hay was a letter from Illinois Gov. 

Jack Thompson to Riley. .
Thompson wrote: "Here’s 2,000 bales of help from 

the heart of Illinois — more is on the way. Three years 
ago we went through the tragedy of drought you’re now 
suffering. Hope this helps."

The governor was handed the letter as a crowd of 
several hundred surged toward the aircraft shortly alter 
it landed. Official ceremonies to accept the shipment 
were abandoned.

Illinois joins effort to send feed to drought-stricken South
By MARK MOORE 

News-Democrat
Georgia officials are asking Illinois farmers 

to send hay to help replace livestock feed tost in 
oneoftheworst drou^ts in decades.

And Belleville will be among the communities 
set up as collection points, an Illinois 
Department of Agriculture spokeswoman said

I 0f withertug heat in Georgia, the

Carolinas and other Southern states have 
devastated pastures and feed-grass, starving 
livestock and forcing farmers to market the 
animals.

Hay was airlifted Saturday and again Monday 
from Springfield to South Carolina. Now efforts 
are under way to ship 80 carloads of hay by rail 
from Illinois to Atlanta, said Sally Bender, the 
Agriculture Department spokeswoman.

“We’re taking many cajls from farmers

offering to donate or sell their hay for 850 per 
ton.” she said.

The Air Force plans to continue its airlift of 
hay today to South Carolina. Bender said two 
C-141 cargo planes will make another trip today 
and two more later this week.

’The cargo of nearly 2,000 bales of bay on 
Monday was the second stuped to &uth 
Carolina since Gov. James R. ’Ihompion urged 
Hlinois fanners to join in the relief effoil

Georgia Department of Agriculture is 
underwriting a program to have hay shipped on 
the Seaboard Rail Line to Atlanta. Seaboard is 
donating 80 boxcars and the coat of shipment to 
Atlanta, Bender said.

’’A good deal of the bay has been donated, but 
many farmers are selling the bay.” she said.

The price being offered is 850 per ton for hay

Sea HAY/6B

Continued from 4B
that is at least 12 percent protein, dry 
and free of mold and. noxious weeds, 
said Mike Hardimon, St. Clair County 
Extension adviser.

"I’ve been contacting area farmers 
to see if they have any bay for saie 
that matches the rrauirements that 
the state has given," Hardimon said.

Boxcars loaded with hay are ex­
pected to leave Belleville by the end 
of the week. ’Time and date of the de­
parture have not been determined. 
Bender skid.

"We will have a number of collec­
tion points throughout the state,” she 
said. "We’re hoping that we can get 
most of the details nailed down so we 
can load the train by the end of the 
week.”

John Underwood, owner of Under­
wood Farms in Falrview Heights, 
said the train shipment still Is in the 
preliminary stages.

"SasicaUyK4K offer the hay and the

departments of agriculture work out 
who is going to buy it,” he said.

“The main cost — transportation . 
— is being donated, so we can sell hay 
for a reduced rate,” be said.

Underwood said he pians to sell 
some of his hay to Georgia farmers.

A hotline h^ been set up to take 
calls from farmers willing to donate 
or sell hay. The number is 
1-800-225-7848. It will be in service

from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. for about two 
weeks. Bender said.

“It’s been real busy,” she said. "The 
response has been overwhelming for 
donations of hay and services. We’ve 
had calls from drivers and trucken 
donating their services.”

Another 80-car trainload is being 
planned for next week for drought- 
stricken South Carolina.

Belleville News-Democrat 
Tuesday, July 22, 1986 
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Cow feed aid only a needle in the haystack
ATLANTA—Since 95 percent of us don’t farm for 

a living, we have all kinds ot misconceptions about 
the hay being brought In to feed beef and dairy 
cows.

The biggest Is the widespread belief among 
urbanites that the 40 tons distributed Wednesday 
and the 80 or so more tons given away Friday will 
make mpre than a tad of difierence.

Skip Caray, the most colorful of the poor souls who 
broadcast Atlanta Braves games on WTBS. is a 
rotund example — not of a cow or a bale of 
hay, but of a person who doesn't have the slightest 
understanding of farming.

Last Wednesday, Caray made a statement on a 
telecast — well-meaning. I’m sure — thanking the 
farmers in Illinois for donating hay that was flown to 
Georgia by the Air Force.

"You’ve saved a lot ot farmers from bankruptcy," 
Caray Intoned.

That was a laughable statement If you know 
anything about farming and the details of the hay 
distribution last week.

Number one, 40 tons sounds like a lot of hay. But it 
is not. Hay is heavy and bulky roughage. During a 
year with decent rainfall, a single bmf producer 
with 100 head of cattle would try to store more than 
twice that amount in his bams.

Number two. there are about 1.7 million cows In 
Georgia, accotding to Mike Darnell of the Georgia 
Cattlemen’s Association. He estimates that It would 
take 2 million tons ot hay to teed those cattle for a 
year. That’s a worst-case scenario, with no grass

David
Lundy

being available In the fields because of extended 
drought.

You can see what a pittance that few hundred tons 
Is compared with the possible need for a couple of 
million.

Number throe, each farmer who certified the 
need for the hay was limited to no more than SO 
bates. ’That’s about a ton and a half If the bales 
average 50 pounds. Stretching It. a farmer with 100 
cattle to feed could make It last three or four days.

Number four, about 41 farmers got hay from the 
40 tons, many qualifying for less than the 50-balo 
limit. There are thousands of beef cattle farmers 
and some 700 dairy farmers In the state.

No one on the brink of bankruptcy was saved from 
that fate last week. That brings up the fifth point. 
Fortunately, many cattle farmers are hi better 
financial shape than row-crop farmers, who have 
been buffeted for about eight years In a row. Some 
of the rigs at the hay giveaway Wednesday were 
owned by people who are not poor.

A hungry cow Is a hungry cow, whether It’s owned

-llflcowCGAJTGtJsGlZflPf/ ([uO (VEOJ3 J-1 JuL96, P.Hc-
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by a millionaire or a pauper.
The hay giveaway is mostly symbolic, although a 

few cows are enjoying munching on symbolism for a 
day or two. More than anything, it is a media event 
that gives the impression government officials are 
doing something in this time of need. The pro­
gram of providing free and reduced-cost hay will 
continue as the need persists. Unfortunately, it 
appears that the drought of 1986 will hurt Georgia 
agriculture lor the next 12 or 16 months.

The hay b appreciated. After all, how many other 
private enterprises would receive free Ingredients If 
there was a shortage of something their businesses 
needed?

Under the best of circunostances, the hay will tide 
cattle farmers over lor a few days, allowing them to 
hold off from selling. Who knows, heavy rains from a 
hurricane could come within the next two or three 
weeks and revive dormant fields.

Meanwhile, legislators from areas of the state far 
south of Atlanta are calling and writing Georgia 
Agriculture Commissioner Tommy Irvin, lobbying 
for some shipments of hay deeper into the state. 
You’ve got to be able to get a large quantity of hay to 
make a 209'mUe or more round trip worth it.

Look for train shipments Into South Georgia 
within the next few weeks when larger volumes are 
available.

David Lundy it chief Me Macon Telegraph and 
News Atlanta bimau.

NeC. Farmers Welcome Hay To Charlotte
More On Drought, 10-A And J~B

■|1 Drought-stricken North Carolina farm­
ers grabbed diandfuls ol alfalfa -and 
eagerly sniffed the aroma alter an Air 
Force jet bearing more than 800 bales of

., hay from Illinois landed in Charlotte 
Thursday.

' ; ’That’s a little bit stemmy, but it’s got a 
'igood smell to iV' said Jim Miller, a 

FineviDebeef farmer.
'Grabbing another handful from deep 

inside the bale, be said. "That’s what we

need. It's got good color and a good aroma 
to it.”

The Air Force C-141 carried IS pallets 
Of (5 bales each or about 24 tons M bay, 
said Air Force spokesman Capt. Chris

‘ r 1 See lUY, Page 5-A

Hay.
King. He said about a doien 
farmers helped load the hay in 
Rockford, Ill., Thursday morning.

“They were very proud they 
could help out,” he said.

The hay was taken by flatbed 
truck to a Harris Teeter Corp. 
warehouse in Charlotte and will be 
distributed to farmers next week, 
company spokesman Dan Price 
said.

North Carolina Air National 
Guard spokesman Lt. Col. Jay 
Patton said live C-130s each car­
rying nine tons of hay were 
expected in Charlotte later Thurs­
day night. He said those aircraft 
would be carrying hay from Fort 
Drum, N.Y., near Syracuse.

"We’re bringing it in by air to get 
the ball rolling,” said Patton. ’’Af­
terwards, they can start bringing it 
in by rail and truck ”

Committees in each county 
extension office will allocate the 
hay based on need, said David 
Tompkins, a policy consultant with 
the state Agriculture Department.

From Page 1-A
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'''MecklenburgCattle Farmers Ralph Cochran, 'Left, And Ed Kidd With Donated IJay
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deliver illinois hay 

to farmers in S.C.
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Staff and VS 'b Reports
, Two Air Force cargo jets Saturday hauled 
more than 40 tons of hay from Illinois to Green­
ville to feed starving South Carolina livestock 
suffering in what farmers are calling the 
state’s worst drought ever.

The jets arrived during another day of 
record-breaking heat-that taxed the health of 
the old and sick and the resources of utilities 
trying to keep up with the demand for power.

"Farmers always receive a lot of rhetoric 
and politics... and this is really something con­
crete,” Gov. Richard W. Riley said after the 
first of the two planes landed at Donaldson 
Center.

"It’s not much, and no one pretends that it is 
going to do anything resolving the farm prob­
lem. But it is concrete hay that they need, and 
we are very grateful for it”

Capt S.T. Scott, the pilot of the first plane, 
presented Riley with a one-page, handwritten 
letter from Illinois Gov. Jim Thompson. 
"Here’s 2.000 bales of help from the heart of 
Illinois. More is on the way,” Thompson wrote.

Farmer Ronnie Coker, 23, who helps his fa­
ther raise cows near Greenville, said the hay is 
a start •

"That might get us a week, and the cows, it’s 
just enough to make them mad,” said Coker, 
who received 58 bales of hay. “The thing is, 
there ain't no hay to be got here (South Caro­
lina).”

Coker was a third of the way back in a line 
of trucks that wound around part of a runway 
at Donaldson, a former Air Force base that has

• SCE&G helps with cooling bills ... 5-A
been turned into an industrial park.

George Barker, 65. who has 65 head of cattle 
in Laurens, was the first in line, having arrived 
before 10 a.m. The first plane touched down at 
3:17 p.m., and Barker was loading his hay by 4 
p.m.

‘T never thought I’d be in this shape. It’s the 
worst I’ve ever seen. I’ve seen it dry for a short 
period of time, but I ain’t never seen it where 
I couldn’t get any hay,” Barker said as he sat 
in his rusting truck. "I’ve got some real skinny 
cows.”

Barker was among 35 farmers in northwest­
ern South Carolina who signed up to receive the 
hay after the state learned Friday that Presi­
dent Reagan had authorized the use of the mili­
tary aircraft to airlift it.

Barker said the 58 bales he received would 
feed his cows for about two weeks.

Each farmer had to certify he would be be 
out of feed in a week, said Danny McNeill of 
the Gemson University Extension Service.

The hay was offered on a first-come, first- 
serve basis with county agents accepting appli­
cations at 7 a.m. Farmers were waiting in line 
when agriculture extension service offices in 
Greenville, Anderson and Laurens counties 
opened.

Most of the hay was allocated to qualified 
farmers in the first hour, Extension Ser\ice

S
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Governor pitches in

: Mr ■■
; By Tlmomy McQuay ' 

and Lou ElUott .,' I.V 
USA TODAY ,

Hay for starving cattle ar­
rives today In South Carolina, a 
gin from Midwest fairneis to 
their Southeast counterparts 
hard-hit by drought

About 60 tons of donated bay 
will be dropped off by two Air 
Force cargo planes and a truck 

. —a result of last week's appeal 
1 by South Carolina Gov. Rich­

ard Riley for help.
Operatloo Hay-Lo — a train 

to carry 200 tons of hay from 
Indiana — plans delivery late 
this week.

Two planes and some trucks 
arrived over the weekend with 
the first wave of aid.

"Farmers help their neigh­
bors when their bams bum 
down. Our Midwest neighbors 
are helping us after our crops 
burnt down," struggling dairy 
farmer Tom Trantbam of 
Pelzer, S.C, said Sunday. .

Fifteen days of searing heat 
capping months of drought 
have withered crops raised by 
Southeast dairy and beef farm- 
eis to teed their herds.

Indiana and Illinois are 
heavy donators — and bay 
from Florida, Iowa, Maine, 
Minnesota, Missouri and New 
Jersey has been offered.

"You help as you can. We 
know what It's like down there, 
what It’s like to do without" 
said Marjorie Carrico, 43, 
whose family farm near Roch­
ester, Ind, donated hay.

About 200 to 300 tons of hay 
a day are needed to feed South 
Carolina’s livestock. Price of 
hay: about tSO a ton In Mid­
west up to 6200 a ton In South.

Herdsmen In North Carolina 
and Georgia, with no haylift 
planned, still buy hay.

Scant relief Is forecast tor 
the Southeast: days In the 90s, 
occasional thunderstorms. At­
lanta today starts Its first-ever 
ban on outdoor water use.

Illinois Gov. James R. Thompson helps load bales of hay, destined 
lor South Carolina, onto a military plane in Springfield Saturday. 
The hay was airlifted to drought-stricken farmers in an attempt to 

See Airlift, Page 5-A help save starving cattle.
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Farmers get help on one 

state’s hottest days.
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By Sandy Dees
The Greenville News

GREENVILLE — On one of the hottest days in the 
state’s history, about 54 tons of hay were airlifted into 
Greenville Saturday to help drought-stricken live­
stock fanners.

Two Air Force cargo jets hauled a gift of hay from 
Illinois to feed starving South Carolina livestock suf­
fering in the state’s worst drought ever.

“Farmers always receive a lot of rhetoric and poli­
tics ... and this is really something concrete,” Gov. 
Dick Riley said after the ~

o Farming the 
drought,

Dimension, Page 1C
; • Heat wave’s 

financial _!^

first of the two planes 
landed at Donaldson 
Center.

“It’s not much, and no 
one pretends that it is 

. going to do anything re­
solving the farm prob-;

U,t.lt is C„°nfret^ winners, losere, .hay that they need, and - e. ! _ * .
. we are very grateful for  ̂State, Page IB j-. 
it," 1. f , ....

-^-George Barker; 65, who has 65 head of cattle in 
'Laurens, was the first in line, having arrived before 
JO a.m. The first plane touched down_at 3:17 p.m., 
and Barker was loading his hay by 4 p.rn.-to take 
home to his hungry cows.

Sun pteiO(nfto Dutch Hoemwa
Crews unload fhe first shipment of hay to arrive at Donaldsop Center Saturday
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“I never thought I’d be in this 
shape. It’s the worst I’ve never 
seen it where I couidn’t get any 
hay,” Barker said as he sat in his 
rusting truck. ‘Tve got some reai 
skinny cows.”

Originally, fanners would have 
been able to receive a maximum 
of 65 baies of hay. But because less : 
hay arrived than expected, they ' 
were iimited to 58 baies.

Barker, who said the bales he 
received wouid feed his cows 
about two weeks, was heiped in 
ioading the hay by Rep. Carroll 
Campbell, R-S.C., a gubernatorial 
candidate who requested Presi-, 
dent Reagan’s approval for the 
planes.

Jack Rucker, a retired building 
contractor in Greenvilie County 
who had to seil 30 of his 36 cows 
because there was no hay to feed 
them, said the gift was an indica­
tion “the worid isn’tthat bad.”

“The people that gave this hay 
are in a desperate situation them­
selves because they are not mak­
ing any money on their products. 
And then they turn and give this 
hay away,” Rucker said.

Meanwhiie, Riley met with 
farmers Saturday to heip him eval­
uate the effects of the drought.

Riley — who talked with farm­
ers in Reidviile in Spartanburg 
County and Lancaster — said he 
hoped to apply for disaster relief ■ 
this week. Two-thirds of the state’s1 
46 counties might qualify, which 
would make qualified farmers eli­
gible for low-interest loans and 
feed subsidies. ■ »

Riley visited a farm owned and 
operated by Andrew De Young 
and his sons.

“You can read statistics all day 
long at your desk, but until you 
come out and talk to farmers face- 
to-face and you hear ... about how 
they’re losing money year after 
year, borrowing money, getting 
deeper in debt, you finally get to 
the point where you ask, ‘Is it 
worth it?”’ Riley said.

Mother Nature turned up the 
heat Saturday, .surpassing the 
highest temperature on record in 
Charleston and breaking records , 
for the day in Columbia, Greer and 
Beaufort. I

■ ' In Charleston, a high of 104 was 
the hottest temperature ever 
recorded in the city, breaking the 
record of 103 set last week, the Na­
tional Weather Service in Colum­
bia reported. _ .. -N •
■. At the Greenvllle-Spartanburg 
Aiport, a high of 103 shattered the 
record for the day and tied the hot­
test temperature the Weather 
Service has recorded since moving 
Us offices to the airport in 1962, 
Mid meteorologist Dick Mitchell. ;
; The previous record for the day 
of 97 was set in 1969. The only 
other time the temperaturt 
reached 103 since the Weathei 
Service moved to the airport wa: 
on August 22, 1983. The all-tim< 
hottest day in Greenville was 10- 
in July 1952 recorded at the Green 
yille Downtown Airport.
: The mercury reached 106 at the 
Columbia Metropolitan Airport; 
beating the record of 103 set in 
1983. The ail-time high at the air­
port is 107. High temperatures in 
Columbia have been in the triple 
digits 11 of the past 13 days. The 
high in downtown Columbia Satur­
day was 107.

A high of 105 in Beaufort broke 
the record for the day, the Marine 
Corps Air Station reported.

More help for livestock farmers 
is expected when at least 2,200 
more tons of hay are scheduled to 
arrive by plane, train and trucks 
during the week, government offi­
cials said. Reagan ordered Satur­
day’s shipments and the three 
shipments scheduled to arrive via 
Air Force cargo planes by 
Wednesday. State agriculture offi­
cials said they did not know how 
much hay was being sent in those 
shipments.

But the bulk of the hay will ar­
rive late this week when a mile- 
long train, with 80 cars of hay do­
nated by termers in the Midwest, 
pulls Into South Carolina, said 
state Agriculture Commissioner 
Les Tindal. He had said that 
amount of hay, which could feed 
the state’s livestock for up to a 
month, would normally cost farm­
ers 5200,000.

The train is expected to depart 
Thursday or Friday from the Mid­
west. Each car holds 25 tons. '

A “coalition” of at least 10 Mid­
west trucking companies also has 
agreed to carry hay for free to 
South Carolina immediately, Riley 
said.

ued from Page lA • "H

ClemSon University extension • 
agents, who coordinated the hay1 
distribution, said 5,700 tons of hay 
daily would be needed to feed the 
state’s livestock if no other feed 
were available. The majority of 
the state’s livestock is its 560,0001 
beef cattle and 56,000 dairy cattle.

An average dairy herd of 280' 
cows, which Includes both milking I 
cows and heifers, eats. 81 bales of 
hay daily, according to Dr. Fred | 
Pardue, a dairy scientist with: 
Clemson University’s Agricultural i 
Extension office. :

Saturday’s hay'was distributed 
on a first-come, first-served basis 
in Anderson, Greenville and Laur­
ens counties. Those counties were' 
picked on the basis of need. Ander­
son County was allotted half the 
hay flown in.

Extension offices opened at 7 
a.m. to accept applications, with 
the Laurens office shutting its 
doors 45 minutes later when the its 
allotment was distributed.

Nine Laurens County farmers 
and 11 Greenville County farmers 
got in early enough. Anderson 
County closed last at 9:10 a.m. 
when 15 farmers -took its initial 
1,000-bale allotment.

Saturday’s shipments came iip 
six tons short of the promised 2,000 
bales, but officials blamed the 
shortage on a poorly packed plane 
and not a feed shortage.
' However, the free feed will run 

out, warned Tindall. "All of us 
should be realists and realize it 
(donations) won’t last long.”

He said farmers could expect at 
least six months of hard times, 
adding that the next grazing crop 
wouldn’t be ready until January.

Thomas Williams, a third-gener­
ation farmer from the Denver 
community in Anderson County, 
said he will be forced to sell his
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Reagan promises aid to farmers 

stricken by ‘tragic’ drought
COLUMBIA. EC. lAP) —:Pre5i- 

'•tieot fieagaL,.'Stumping ior Ke- 
.publican c&iididates, said Thun>- 
Aay that the drought in the South- 

•rcast was “reaching tragic propor* 
.tions, -one of Uie worst of the 
centuo'” ATkd promised govem- 
jnem help.

Arriving in Colombia on Ibe last 
'slop of a two-day swing through 
Texas. Florida and South Caroli- 

"na, Reagan watched as tales of 
•hay donated for starving cattle by 
larmers in Hiinois were unloaded 
by forfclifl from an Air Force 
0141 cargo plane.

■ “Everything that our farm pro­
gram will allow us to do, we’re 
going to try to do.*’ Aeagan said.

About two hours after Reagan 
spoke, k^ricullure Secretary 
Richard O Lyng announced in 
Washu^gton Uial a special drought 
task force would help speed feder­
al aid to the region and that 
several eiisUng programs would 
be tailored to help farmers recov­
er hrom ecoDomic losses. No ma­
jor Dew spending programs were 
unveiled.

• Throughout the Southeast, 
crops and pasture land have been 
ruined by tlie drxKjghl. and many 
tmali farmerx, already strapped 

‘by low prices and hi^. interest 
Tates, face bankruptcy.

Losses in tl»e region have been 
•esumated at (1 billion or more.

“Even when tunes arc lough, 
. you show your mciUe,’' Reagan 

"aaid at a II5h-a-person fund-rais­
ing luncheon for incumbeni Rep. 
Carroll Campbell, a Republican 
locked in a close race for governor 
against DemocraUc Ll. Gov. Mike 
Daniel.

- ^‘Today, South Carolina's farm- 
*«rs are suflering from drought as 
are fanners throughout the Soutli- 
•east The drought is reaching 
tragic proporuons, one of the 

^worsl of the century, and I want 
. you to Enow ihat our adtrumstra- 

Don stands ready to IfClp.” Hea- 
.gansaid.

At Reagan's direction, the Air 
Force began ferrying bales of hay 

^J!rLm U»e Midwest to the South last 
--aveek. At least STu lorn of hay Las 
*mmvtnl in South Carolina, where

Maxwell AFB personnel unload hay Irom a C-141 in Montgomery, Ala.

Bailout
Southern farmers grateful for free hay

-crop losses are esUmated at $100 
mill ion.

Reagan's mention of the airlift 
-brought cheers and applause from 
llie audience of 1,200. Noting that 

• be 'had met with two farmers 
•earher, be said, “what dignity, 
wbal detenmnatioo to stick it out 
until belter days.” .

Reagan’s visit came one day 
-after Democratic Sen. Ernest F. 
ifoUings of South Carolina ac­
cused the While House of “playing 
politics with our disaster relief.”

UoUings said that be had ar­
ranged to have SO tons of bay 
Cupped from Massachusetts but 

’ that the White House bad refused 
to airlift it. even though it bad 
earned similar airlifts for Repub­
lican memliers of South Careli-' 
Da’s congressional delegation.

Responding to the charge. 
While House spokesman Law- 
-rence M. Speak es said. 'There is 
quite a bit of bay coming into 
'^uth Carolina. I'm sure that as 
lime goes by it certainly Will be 
enough to feed the cows.”

United Press International
To the tune of “Happy Days Are Here Again,” a 

79-car train from Indiana barreled into South 
Carolina Tuesday with 2,000 tons of free hay for 
starving livestock.

Around the same time, a 97-car train from 
Illinois pulled into Atlanta with 1,500 tons of hay to 
be sold at discount to Georgia fanners.

>Gid cattlemen in Alabama began picking up 50 
tons of hay flown in from Colorado on two Air 
Force cargo planes.

The three Southern states — along with North 
Carolina — are the hardest hit in a prolonged 
drought that has wrought at least $1.2 biUion in 
damage to crops, livestock and pastures in Dixie.

Sympathetic Midwestern farmers are donating 
some of their bumper crops of grain to the hard- 
pressed Southerners.

‘‘THANKS HOOSIERS,, read a sign from a truck- 
bed platform as the train screeched into Columbia, 
S.C., with the Indiana and South Carolina flags 
fluttering from the locomotive and loudspeakers 
blaring music.

1 ''It IS often said that America is great because 
' America is good. And there is no better example of 
the goodness of this great country and its people 
than this train from Indiana,” said South Carohna 
Gov. Dick Riley, speaking from a flatbed truck.

Some 20 farmers, each allowed a maximum of 
100 bales, eagerly began loading the hay onto 
trucks to take to their farms.

“I think it’s a great gesture,” said John Fisher, 
who raises Arabian horses about 10 miles east or

Columbia. “It’s just a kind of helping hand and 
every bit helps.”

“It’s going to make a tremendous difference,” 
said cattleman Edward Wilson. “It’s a wonderful 
gesture. I hope that some day there is some way we 
can express our thanks.”

As a small token, Indiana Lt. Gov. John Mutz, 
who accompanied the train, was presented a basket 
of South Carolina peaches to the applause of a 
crowd of officials, farmers and specutors perspir­
ing in the mid-90-degree heat.

THE TRAINS AT COLUMBIA and Atlanta were 
donated by CSX Seaboard Systems Railways and 
engineers and brakemen worked free. Railway 
spokesman Lloyd Lewis said another train would 
leave Kentucky with hay for North Carolina later 
this week.

*Tve not heard anybody complain about the 
possibility of paying S50 a ton,” said Georgia 
Assistant Commissioner of Agriculture Jim 
Bridges, explaining the Illinois hay isn’t being 
given away because “their producers are in 
economic straits, too. They need at least to get 
production costs out of it.”

At Montgomery, Ala., some 28 cattlemen picked 
UD hay donated by a Colorado farmer and flown to 
Alabama.

“I’m going to maintain my cattle one way or 
another because they’ve maintained me all ot nw 
life and I’m not going to let them down.” V.C. 
Martin said. “We didn’t expect to get this kind of 
action. If the good Lord is willing and if the creek 
don’t dry up, we’re going to make it.”



Fanners 

greet hay 

as godsend
Wisconsin bales 
reach Georgia

Georgia farmers greet Wisconsin hay as godsend

By STEVE SCHULTZE 
of Th* Journal staff

Atlaau, Ga. — **Tell the people in 
Wisconsin, Thanks a million.' “ 

WiscoiL^ bay — about 10 tons of 
i it airlifted by military cargo plane 
, and 80 tons trucked in by private 
' haulers — was greeted as a godsend 

Friday morning by Franklin Docker* 
ty. He and more than 50 other Geor­
gia farmers lined up at a market just 
south of Atlanta to receive their ra­
tion.

The free hay and thunderstorms 
Thursday night were A double bless-

1 The drought may be the 
1 Southeast's worst sirtce the 1700s; 

story or^ Page 8A.

ing for Georgia farmers in this rain- 
starved state.

Some of the fanners had come 
Thursday and stayed all night to be 
at the bead of the line.

One was Jack Keith, 54, a cattle 
farmer from Newnan County, who 
sold off or lost 22 of his 40 beef cat­
tle because of the drought i

"Five died cm me," said Keith, tit- 
ting patiently in his pickup truck.

“We ain't had no rain in at least 
I four months,” be said. This is the 
worst dry speH we’ve ever had.”

Dockerty and his wife, Sara, were 
forced to dig a deeper well on their 
farm in Camesville. Ga., after their 
origiii^ one went dry in April.

Please see Hny, Page 10A

Hay, from Page 1

Things are so dry, Sara Dockerty said, that tattle are 
eating leaves off bushes and trees. Hay is not available at 
a reasonable price, the Dockertys said.

like other fanners anxious to get a radon of hay, the 
Dockertys were protective oi the letter they bad from 
their county extension agent certifying that they. Indeed, 
needed hay for their livestock. ,

Hay rations of up to 50 bales were being given to farm­
ers, based on the number of livestock they owned.

The small mountain of bay assembled at the State 
Farmers Market was delivered by National Guard and 
private trucks and unloaded by Georgia prisoners.

Guards toting shotguns stood watch over the scene.
Georgia Agriculture Commissioner Tommy Irvin said 

the airlifted hay was only a small stopgap measure, but 
publicity surrounding it was bringing in promises of' 
more substantial donations.

“What it has done is draw the national attention and 
the spirit of America," Irvin said.

Hay from as far away as Washington state has been 
promised, he said, as well as from all over the Midwest. 
Illinois sent an airlift of hay earlier this week, which was 
parceled out to 38 farmers.

A major contribution of hay has been pledged by the G. 
Heileman Brewing Co. of La Crosse, Wis., Irvin said. 
Company officials promised Thursday to send “several 
hundred tons" of Wisconsin bay to Ge^gia.

The drought has been so severe in Georgia that disaster 
declarations have been sought for all Its 157 counties, Ir­
vin said. The state has had virtually no hay crop this sea­
son and needs about 2 million tons to get through until 
next spring.

Crop damage is impostible to estimate, but It is in the 
hundreds of millions of dollars, he said. Non-irrigated 
soybean and com crops were wiped out and Georgia's 
peanut crop also is threatened.

Rainfall is 20 inches below normal in most of the state, 
he said.

Scattered heavy rain did little to allay the 19-day heat 
wave and record drought that have cost fanners 11.12 
billion in the South. The heat wave has been blamed for 
46 deaths In the South and Midwest since July 7.

Temperatures in the Southeast were expected to re­
main in the 90s again Thursday, the National Weather 
Service said.

The showpiece of Wisconsin’s hay donation effort — 
an armada of three C-130 Air Force Reserve planes — 
flew to drought-stricken Georgia Thursday with 1,400 
bales from the Reedsburg area.

The flights originated from Milwaukee’s Mitchell Field 
and were conducted by the Air Force Reserve’s 440th 
Tactical Air Wing. Hay was picked up at Volk Field near 
Tomah, after being trucked there by two private haulers, 
Skinner Trucking and Reedsburg Foods.

The planes flew to Dobbins Air Base in Marietta, Ga., 
where the bay was loaded onto trucks and taken to the 
farmers market.

How much will it help?
How many cows will the bay being shipped south from 

Wisconsin feed?
A producing dairy cow can eat up to a bale a day, the 

exact amount depending on several variables, according 
to Leonard L. Strozinski, dairy herd manager for the 
University of Wisconsin £xtension-US Department of 
Agriculture Dairy Forage Research Center in Prairie du 
Sac.

Strozinski said a Holstein cow, for example, would eat 
about 3.5% of her body weight in dry matter a day. For a 
1,400-pound Holstein, that would be about 50 pounds. If 
the cow was also getting grain, she would get along on 
less hay, he said.

A dry cow or a brood or beef cow could eat less, he 
said. The amount could also vary according to the quality 
of the hay.

While the flights amount to only “a drop in the buck­
et" of Wisconsin’s drought-relief effort for Southern 
farmers, they will give the effort great visibility, said 
Mitchell Metz, Gov. Earl’s aide for farm issues.

“It's something around which some attention can be 
focused," he said.

The airlift operation was dubbed “Operation Volant 
Banner" by Air Force officials. Volant is Latin for “to 
fly."

Maj. Richard W. Burke Jr., the pilot of the first C-130 
to leave Voik Field, warned the 11 news media personnel 
and six other crew members on board that the 400 bales 
of hay and hot ground temperatures would turn the plane 
into a flying silo.

It did, at least for the first hour or so of the flight, as 
the air grew hot and heavy with the pungent-sweet smell 
of the hay. Then the high-altitude chill kicked In. erasing 
the odor.

The presence of news media members reduced the bay 
capacity of the plane by 100 bales.

Each plane carried less hay than an average semitrailer 
truck. The C-130s held 400 to 500 bales, while the trucks 
can carry about 700 bales.

The haylift was authorized late Wednesday by the 
White House, after a confusing two-day delay. Only 
three flights had been authorized Thursday, with no in­
dication of whether further baylifts would be approved.

The bulk of the 45,000 bales of bay pledged by Wis­
consin farmers is expected to be transported South by 
rail, after being trucked to Chicago. Metz said.

The Florida-based rail carrier CSX has agreed to take 
the first trainload of Wisconsin hay from Chicago to Ala­
bama free of charge, Metz said.

That load is expected to be shipped to Chicago by pri­
vate trucks donating their services, he said. The load 
should contain about 10,000 to 20,000 bales.

A second trainload on CSX, shipped at a reduced 
freight rate, should clean out Wisconsin’s donated hay, he 
said.
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Georg la^fipmers 

wait patilffliy 

for donated fhay
By Rick Romell 
Sentinel sUff wriur

AtlaaU, Gi. — “You see that light 
! there where it’s dead, that dead 
: grass? That's the way ours is,*’ 
Franklin Dockery said.

» Dockery was pointing at a parched 
Mule patch on the fringes of the State 
Facers Market, where be hoped to 
gei a bit of the Wsconan bay flown 
here Thursday.

,]^e kay was to be distributed to 
: drcwght'Stricken Georgia fanners at 
8 a.m. Friday.

Dockery was 11th in line at 7 p.m. 
Thursday. He's trying to bang onto 
the 45 bead of beef cattle be has on 
his farm 100 miles northeast of here.

He and his wife, Sarah, and daugh­
ter, Michele, drove here in a light 

I blue pickup track after bearing of 
I the hay on the 5:30 news.

“We stayed out all night for the Il­
linois hay,” Mrs: Dockery said, refer­
ring to two plane loads from Rock­
ford, Ill., that were distributed Wed­
nesday.

“We figured if we could get a little 
bit it would keep them (the cattle) 
alive,” Mr. Dockery, 51, added.
; The Dockerys got a few days*

^Vorth of hay WeUnesday. but need 
nl^.

“You know, we jest can’t buy It,*4 
said Mrs. Dockery, 51. “We can’t 
find a supplier at any price.”

“There’s no hay to be had,” her 
husband said.

The first load of airlifted Wiscon­
sin hay — eiusugb to feed perhaps 
1.600 drought-stricken Georgia cows 
for a day — arrived at the Fanners* 
Market iist as a cloudburst soaked 
the sprawling grounds.

“It probably hasn’t reined this 
much in two months or more,” Mrs. 
Dockery said.

Twenty white-suited inmates from 
a Georgia prison, under armed guard, 
were waiting to unload the hay, 
which had been driven on Katkmal 
Guard trucks by police escort from 
Dobbins Aff Force Base in nearby 
Marietta.

’The 15,500-pound drop la the 
Southeastern drought-relief bucket 
was flown to Dobbins by Milwau- 
kee-based Alr Force reservists on a 
C-130 cargo plane that once trans­
ported troops and equipment in Viet­
nam.

Two other C-130s, each carrying a 
slightly larger load than the first, fol­
lowed.

M

Bales of hay that were donated by Wisconsin farmers and flown 
to Dobbins Air Force Base in Marietta, Ga., were loaded onto 
trucks by Georgia state prison inmates for distribution in Atlanta

to drought-stricken farmers. The hay was flown In three C-^ 
cargo planes by members of the Milwaukee-based 440th Tactical 
Airlift Wing of the Air Force Reserve, -sentinel photo by Lynn o. Howell

. The planes were flown by mem­
bers of the 440th* Tactical Airlift 
Wing of the Air Force Reserve from 
Volk Held near Camp Douglas. Wls.

The hay was part of an estimated 
45,000 bales pledged so far by Wis­
consin residents for aid to Southeast­
ern fanners. The airlift was author­
ized Wednesday by President Reagan 
after a push from Sen. Robert W. 
Hasten Jr. (R-Wls.).

Farmers struggling to cope with

this year's drought and heat in the 
Southeast deeply appreciate dona­
tions such as Thursday’s haylift from 
Wisconsin, said Lt CoL Rolmid Reed, 
public affairs officer at Dobbins.

But Reed also said, “This is really a 
stopgap measure when you come 
right down to It, because you can’t 
feed the world with two, thrw, four, 
five planeloads of hay.”

While there was rain in some parts 
of northern Georgia Thursday, Reed

said parts of the area remained 16 
inches behind the normal accumula­
tion of 30 inches of rain by this time 
of year.

“It was dry. last summer and it’s 
worse now and we’re really In seri­
ous trouble,” Reed said. .

“The problem is the fields are like 
this,” he said, pointing to a strip of 
pale green and brown stubble along a 
divided highway.

Reed was on bis way to the Fann­

ers’ Market, a wholesale distribution 
center, where Wlscooan’s hay is to 
be distributed Friday to needy farm­
ers. i

Those with less than five days* 
supply of hay can receive the donat­
ed feed on a first-come, first-served 
basis.

it took just two hours Wednesday 
to give away about 90,000 pounds of 
hay — almost twice the total on 
Thursday’s airlift — flown in from 
Illinois.
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By STEVE SCHULT2E 
JoomaJ Madison bureau

Medlwiir Wis. — Up to 1,000 bales of dosattd \yjRpiiitabay., 
were ezjpected to be flowa TBctday by QiUtary tranqm plaus t» 
drougbt-atrlcken (aimers la Georgia, state olddals said.

Approval (Or use of Air force Reserve cargo planes vna expect­
ed to comeTrom WssUiigtaa, D.C, according to Ronald McCtea, 
Gov. B^ap^ secretly.

The Oj^tatloa wu to be carried out by Air Force Reaervlxta

from Milwaukee's 4dQtb Tactical Air lilt Wing as part of a training 
exercise, be said. '

"They are ready to ton as soon as the (ederalautborltles OK It," 
McCreasald. .
' Tie afrtilt was hasUty. organlzed after oewa reports tbat tbe 

•Sontb iacad’ a >I bimoo crop .loss became of a record heat wave. 
Tbst kgs IndHdesfivettoek feed andforage crops.

Tbe flrst abipotent ef l^dsconsln bay was expected to ba airlifted 
frptadtherlJadlsdBplsr" - ■ -
Reserve C-130 cargo I '
' Pteasa ses Hay, n(ie AA

C/MflLCsrov1J-M July P. iA

More Hay Arrives for Livestock
‘ Staff sod Wire RsporU ' 'f'" '

' By truck aod by plane, more bay 
arrived Wednesday in South Carolina 
to.save cattle from the 
slaughterhouse, while Lt Gov. Mi*, 
chael H. Daniel helped load a bay 

. train in Indiana and exclaimed Mthe 
heart of America is big.*’

From Iowa, four C-141 Air Force 
cargo planes were loaded with 77 
tons of hay Wednesday morning and 
landed in the afternoon at the 
Donaldson Industrial Air Park out­
side Greenville for livestock owners 
stricken by the drought.

Farmers with less than a week’s 
supply of food for cattle aod dairy 
cows in Greenwood, Lancaster, Pick* 
ens, Union and York counties were 
allocated a share of the free bay 
from the heartland.

“About three years ago we had a 
drought here in Iowa and I know 
what they’re going through down 
there," said Marvin Nimke, a part* 
time rural Fort Dodge fanner who 
delivered hay for the airlift.

"If we can help them out, i hope 
they can do the same for us someday 
down the road.”

From Kentucky came two 
truckloads of hay distributed to 
drought-plagued farmers in Kershaw 
and Lancaster counties.

From Minnesota, 1,200 miles 
away, and Montana, a trip of 2,000 
miles, truckers hauling bay w^re due

in South Carolina late Wednesday. .
Os the fifth day of Operation Hay* 

lift, 8,500 bales of alfalfa,-250 toss' 
worth, had arrived in South Carolina 
to help 340 farmers, said Edith Cau­
dle with Gov. Richard W. Riley's 
emergency management office.

A mile*loog, 200<ar train named 
the “Haylo" is expected to arrive in 
South Carolina from Indiana on Sun­
day or Monday with 2,000 tons of bay.

Illinois was planning to assemble a 
train to carry 1,600 tons of hay. Colo­
rado farmers have pledged 20 tons 
and Oregon producers have promised 
100 tons, said Don Tudor, Riley’s 
transportation aide.

Growers in Florida. Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey. South Dakota and Texas 
also have offered to help, Tudor said. 
Governors in Missouri and Kansas 
agreed to pitch in with bay and feed 
grain from their states.

And U.S. Sen. Ernest F. HoUings, 
D-SC., charged Wednesday that the 
White House is trying to make politi­
cal hay from the situation.

HoUings said the White House is 
quick to provide Air Force transport 
planes to fly surplus bay to South 
Carolina when Republicans like Sen. 
Strom Thurmond ask for help, but 
Democrats get a different answer.

"I called the W’hite House to see 
about getting a plane to pick up and 
deliver 30 tons of bay from Massa­
chusetts and they told me to get a

truck." HoUings said.
' HoUings said be bad arranged for ; 
'the bay through Democratic Sen. 
John Kerry, D-Mass., but was shot 
down when be talked to Andrew 
Card, acting director of Intergovern­
mental Affairs at the White House.

"He told me to get a truck," Hol- 
liogs said in disbelief. "I told him the . 
White House was playing politics - 
with our disaster reUef and told him 
these were not Democratic or Repub­
lican cows.

"They fly the hay in from Illinois 
when others call. But when we 
(Democrats) have hay to deliver, they 
tell us to get a truck. What the hell is 
going on? This is a disgraceful exam­
ple of putting politics ahead of the 
needs of our people Our farmers 
need that hay and they need it now,r 
be said.

As of late Wednesday. HoUings 
said he was still trying to find a way 
to get the Massachusetts bay deUv- 
ered to South Carolina.

Hwf.frorfiPagS of six uMltlOMl Soiitben states ,«e 
experlendng extrtxwilroogW ®tidi- 
tlons. be'saidr;' ttlons, besaMr;

reaoextf
mlUtsiy cargo pisses was made In 
Washington at I^Fs request by Sen.

.Tie hay,?f*e taken to Dot>- 
nl Air Fore* BMg In Marietta, Ge, 

and deUverei. lo a farmers market 
near taeie (or pickup, McCrpa laid. 

liore airlifts we exited to ^ Wiltan Proxmlre <D-Wis,).

0 ’>*en «*BeitIie wofst In this ceatury.
sln*^JS^e KferedfceV(^--f-P^0»*«4^^
Uef operate so far.___

Eat* s office was coor<Bn*5S^SlfT&;wisconsitl fsnVthe.first stated airlift The governor was
ride a mlUtsiy cargo Plaae.fot • twoLgd piaM.toa<^o( hay

• 4-5 The drougld' pfoWems are ^greai,' 
--He donated Jiiy B1 -Tbeet, od£y: *a

’Small pah oftht needj'otficial* said.

e hay pickim,McQcaaaU. 1^7;
The airlift today IsltbUy-hs t 

expected to be. out of Reeds!
Municipal Airport, but thete ,

coSen d«
state agriculture offlcia^ wbb'^ye make avsllabla.li said Wisconsin Ax- 
been discussing drought P»bl«W Rkb-
wlth their counterparts In ^
SUG«n!is'fannra who war^wu-^1'11* Pr*i**i» *laconsIn fiiiaers’ 
of S^iLXhiy will be ryquj^ W“ ‘
to Show le^rs fr^ *y#He al™5^criUcal note on 
ti^ex^ma^tarU^t^ the practicali^tbe operation: • 
need* said Mitchell Metz* an aide to » ..t* makes cood.-lelevision to have

to 5 Wllnef nyl^f biLch S ^y
tons each, or about 200 bales. .„D. 1 •

For the MrUft3^;Wtoconfi»; ^portation for
Nadonal Quartf&pops kaa^ 4*shipping Wisconsin hay south an roc were expectqi to take hayijooat- “ -

.^*natfons tfWbbol hay trans.'

If .it "was decided that the planes , Blle'(s00) 3e*-302aT 
should leave trppr Reedaburg, farm­
ers in that area had arranged to de­
liver the bay to Reedsburg Municipal 
Airport.

In Georgia, piiaon inmates are 
expected to unload the bay from the 
planee.

Six' Southeastern etate^k
Georgia, irs'exMfJggiMto wW 
drou^t problem^ sad KlkharAj^ 
defalk an economist with tho .tllls- 
cossln Depart^ht-’ot Agriculture.
Trade and Consumer ProtecUoaL Be­
sides Georgia, they: are Arkansas,

. Mlsslasippi. Alabama. Sooth Carofina 
; aod North Carolina. In addition, parts
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Dixie farmers line up in Atlanta 

for free hay flown from Midwest
By th« Ai«»LlAl«d Pr*t»

■; Farmers drove 100 miles and lined 
up overnight yesterday in Georgia for a 
cfence at free hay to feed cattle starv­
ing in a drought that has cost farmers 
in the Southeast an estimated (1.5 
billion and forced water conservation 
measures.

• Although temperatures have tem­
porarily eased in the region after 
w£eks of 100-degree highs, the death 
tolf since July 1 rose to 42.

Georgia cattlemen lined up yester­
day at the Atlanta Farmers Market for 
a.share of 40 tons of hay donated by 
Illinois farmers and flown in by Air 
Force cargo jets.

* “This is our only chance to keep 
ouC cattle alive,” said Sara Dockery of 
FQiyston, who drove lOO miles, “this 
njeans the cows will survive for five 
more days," said her husband. Frank­
lin.

The first farmer in line was Dale 
Banford, of Winder, who said he ar­
rived Tuesday night. He said he has had 
to feed his 60 t^ef cattle apples and 
stale bread, and they ate leaves off 
trees blown down in a storm last week. 
"This is a short start, but it’s a start,” 
he said.

Banford was among about 40 
farmers who got up to 50 bales each. 
Twenty-five others were turned away 
when the hay ran out after four hours, 
and some of them left their trailen be­
hind so they would be at the head of the 
line tomorrow, when more free hay Is 
to be distribut(^.

Georgia Agriculture Commission­
er Tommy Irvin estimated that in his 
state alone, farmers will need 2 million 
tons of hay to feed their cattle through 
spring.

Clouds and scattered rain kept the 
Southeast below 100 degrees for a sec­
ond consecutive day. But Macon, Ga.,

came close with a high of 98. Columbia, 
S.C., reached only 96 yesterday and 97 
Tuesday, ending a record string of 15 
days of triple-digit temperatures.

But highs could be over 100 again 
next week, said Charlotte Camp of the 
National Weather Service in Columbia. • 

Scattered thunderstorms devel-t 
oped Tuesday from Maryland to Flori­
da, dumping more than 3 inches of rain 
on Valdosta, Ga,, within six hours.

But the rain is too late for some 
crops. “Soybeans could improve some if 
there is rain, but it’s certainly too late 
for crops such as corn,’’ said Henry 
Power with the South Carolina Crop 
Reporting Service.

Tennessee is faring better than 
neighboring states, but it is still 15 
Inches below normal rainfall for the 
year. Only 10 percent of its pastures 
are listed in gc^ condition and farm­
ers are selling some cattle to conserve 
feed, state officials said.
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Farmers Praised 

For ‘Haylift’ Effort

THE SUN, 28 Jul 86

SPRINGFIELD. Ill. (AP) —Jjli- 
ools farmers donated hay to feed 
starving cattle In the South beJ 
cause they've known hard times 
themselves. Gov. James R. 
Thompson said as an Air Force 
“haylift” began Saturday.

The governor lent a hand to 
about a dozen farmers and about 
40 Illinois Army and Air National 
Guard troops who loaded about 
l,70U bales of hay onto two mili­
tary cargo planes at Capital 
Airport.

The shipment, totaling 60 tons, 
was bound for Greenville-Spar- 
(aoburg Airport in drought-strick­
en South Carolina. Two mure 
shipments aboard Air Force C-141 
Siurlifter cargo jets were sched­
uled for Monday.

Thompson said he wasn't sur- 
l»rU>ed at the generosity of Illinois 
farmers.

“These are people who have 
spent Lheir whole lives trying to 
feed the world and battling 
drought, rain. bail. Insects and 
government bureaucracy every 
day of their lives,” Thompson 
said. “They can handle anything. 
They can handle a drou^t for 
their neighbors."
• President Reagan ordered the 
Air Force on Friday to deliver the 
hay for the farmers' relief effort 
organized by Thompson and 
South Carolina Gov. Richard 
Riley.

Reagan ls.sued the order be­
cause the emergency shipments 
were scheduled for delivery by 
train and wouldn't have arrived 
until later this week, said White 
House spokesman Denny hrlsley 
- He said Thompson, a Republi­
can. had organized the relief ef­

fort at the su^eslion of Riley, a 
Democrat. South Carolina is 
among the slates hardest hu by 
the arid beat wave in (he 
Southeast.

Thompson asked Illinois farm­
ers to contribute hay for feed or 
sell it at a reduced cost.

“Farmers in the southeastern 
slates, especially Georgia, South 
Carolina and North Carolina, are 
In a desperate struggle to keep 
their cattle alive.’’ Thompson said 
in an earlier statement. “Hay is 
selling for (200 a tun in those 
states. Bui here in Illinois, we 
have plenty of high quality hay ~ 
far in excess of demand — and It 
is selling for only (50 a ion,”

Riley said he also would seek a 
federal disasicr declaration for 
"at least two-thirds or more" of 
South Carolina.

The record drought continued 
Saturday as highs reached 103 in 
Columbia. S C., the 14lh consecu­
tive day the stale's capital has h)t 
the 100-degree mark.

About 30U tons of hay already 
has been offered to South Caroli­
na by farmers In the Midwest, 
Riley said.

South Carolina farmers have 
also been offered help by farmers 
in Indtuno, Iowa. Minnesota, Miss­
ouri, Florida, Maine and New Jer­
sey, said South Catollna's agricul­
ture cornmisslonei, Les Ttndal.

South C,aroltnH farmers were 
waiting in line to apply for the 
free hay when agriculture exten­
sion service offices opened early 
Saturday in three counties* Mott 
of (he hay, no more than 65 bales 
to a farmer, was allocated to qual­
ified farmers in the first hour, of­
ficials said.

2 Norton planes 

on haylift mission
SAN BERNARDINO — Two 

cargo plaaea from Norton Air 
Force &ise wUI Join this morning 
in the nation's mercy mission to 
take bay to starving animals In the 
droughHtrlckcn Southeast, Nor- 

.^Oit officials said Sunday.
Tbe two C'Hls will pick up 

loads of bay In Grand Junction, 
Colo., and deliver them to Max­
well Air Force Base near Mont­
gomery, Ala., said Jackie Bunn, 
Norton spokeswoman. ’

In Indianapolis Sunday, about 
l,8UO tona of donated hay were 
loaded on an SO boxcar train 
bound for Columbia, S.C. Valued 
at I14S.000, the hay was donated 
by 12S farmers in SO Indiana coun­
ties.

This is what happens when 
people are victims of things they 
can't control. It brings people to­
gether,'' said Indiana l.t. Gov. 
John Mutz before the train, bear­
ing a "lloosier Hay Express" ban­
ner, pulled away.

In addition. National Guard 
voluntecra In Boston loaded a Fed­
eral Express Jet with hay and It 
was flown Sunday to Charleston, 
S.C.

The donated bay will feed ani­
mals that have been starving be­
cause extreme beat and a lack of 
water have killed the grasses they 
normally would eat.

Today's mission will be the sec­
ond time Norton's Military Airlift 
Command cargo planes have 
made such a delivery, Dunn said. 
Last Wednesday, two C-Hls flew 
loads of hay from Des Moines, 
Iowa, to Donaldson, S.C.

Each aircraft can carry 13 pal­
lets loaded with bay, but Bunn

said she didn't know the weight of 
each plane's load. However, a load 
that size so completely fills the 
plane's cargo area that the entire 
crew must ride In the cockpit, she 
said. Usually, the loadmasters and 
any passengers can ride in back 
with the cargo.

As of Friday, more than 18,000 
bales, or more than SOO tons of 
hay, had been shipped to the 
Southeast by the Military Airlift 
Command, Bunn said.

The planes leaving today will 
depart at 8:15 and 10:15 a m.

The hay flown to South Caroli­
na from Boston was divided 
among the first 18 farmers who 
asked for It. One of them, Everett 
King, said his 'J3U beef cattle have 
eaten his pasture down to the dirt.

Jons of bay donated by farm­
ers from New England to the 
Plains already has been moved 
into the SouUieast by trucks and 
other Air Force cargo planet.

But herds in North Carolina 
alone consume about 7,690 tons of 
bay a day, and many farmers will 
need out-of-state hay until next 
spring, said Jim Oliver, chairman 
of tlie state's Drought Task Force.

"The donations are appre­
ciated, hut they're largely symbol­
ic," said North Carolina State Uni­
versity spokesman Tom Byrd. 
"The chances of getting enough 
bay to meet our needs are slim. 
The needs are Just massive."

But in Alabama, Alice Paris of 
the Federation of Southern Coop­
eratives said, "For a |ierson with 
two cows, 40 bales means a lot. 
Some of them are dependent on 
the cow fur milk for the family. It 
means they will he able to keep 
that cow."
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Thurmond Appeals For Aid << Co t/n&^ • S £>

More Hay Flown To Parched S.C
Stiff ir>d Wir# Reporti

South Carolina farmers received some help 
Monday as more hay from the Midwest arrived on 
two Air Force cargo jets, and Sen. Strom Thur­
mond issued appeals on behalf of farmers.

Thurmond, R-S.C., called on three governors, 
the Pentagon, the'White House and the Internal 
Revenue Service to aid S.C. farmers.

A 15-ton truckload of 470 bales of Indiana hay 
was distributed to nine farmers Monday behind a 
National Guard Armory In Newberry. And an Air 
Force C-141 cargo jet carrying hay was unloaded 
in Greenville In the afternoon.

Charleston Air Force Base spokesman Capt. 
Buddy Gray said two planes will leave at 6 a m 
today for Rockford, Ill., each to pick up about 
60,000 pounds of hay to be distributed to farmers 
across the state He said two more planes will fly 
Wednesday to Springfield, Ill., to pick up more.

Indiana Lt. Gov. John M. Muti said a 100-car 
train carrying more hay would leave later this 
week. In all, Indiana fanners had donated 1,500 
tons of hay worth 6120,000 as of Monday, said Gov. 
Robert D. Orr.

Two C-141S on Saturday hauled more than 40 
tons of hay from UUnois to feed South Carolina 
livestock suffering in the drought.

Also Monday, Thurmond asked the Pentagon to 
buy South Carolina’s surplus meats, which 
threaten to glut the markets because the state's

cattle farmers were unable to feed their herds.
And because the drought has robbed South Caro­

lina farmers of their grain crops used to feed live­
stock, Thurmond has asked the governors of Iowa, 
Kansas and Missouri to have their farmers donate 
surplus grain and hay to S C. farmers.

In return, Thurmond asked the IRS to allow 
these Midwestern farmers to claim a tax deduc­
tion for the grain and hay they send to South Caro­
lina and other drought-stricken states.

And since state farmers can’t afford to ship the 
feed grains here, Thurmond asked the White House 
to provide more military aircraft to airlift the sup­
plies from the Midwest to the more remote areas 
of the state,

“rve'never seen him (Thurmond) react so 
strongly,' Thurmond aide Mark Goodin said. "He 
said he wanted to do anything and everything pos­
sible to help them.’

Goodin said Thurmond will tour the Orangeburg 
area today with drought experts from the U S. De­
partment of Agriculture to assess crop damage as 
crops continue to cook in the heat wave.

Earlier in the day, Thurmond and Sen. Ernest F. 
Hollings, D-S C„ began working on the USDA for 
help in the form of federal disaster loans.

Estimates for South Carolina crop damage from 
the drought are conservatively said to be “several 
million dollars,’ said Ernie Nunnery, a spokesman 
for the S.C. Agricultural Commission.

Some officials said the state’s crop losses could 
be up to $100 million.

But getting those numbers together isn’t an easy 
task. To get loans from the Farmers Home Admin­
istration for human consumption crops. SO percent 
of all farmers in a county must have suffered a 30 
percent loss in one particular crop

If the damaged crops are feed grains for live­
stock, the Agriculture Stabilization and Conserva­
tion Service requires that 40 percent of a county's 
farmers have suffered a 50 percent loss. Even 
then, there are no loans for feed grains If the 
farmers qualify, they are given grain from the 
Commodity Crrfit Corp.

Just getting the numbers together doesn't mean 
help is on the way from W'ashington. Most officials 
involved in the disaster aid machine say who gets 
the loans isn’t a political decision — but when they 
get them is another matter.

“You’ve got to qualify for It, and that requires a 
lot of information,’ Nunnery said. “But we’ve 
never had a problem getting the loans when they 
are needed. The trick is the turnaround time."

“If anything happens in less than 10 days, you're 
doing all right,’ Thurmond aide Goodin added.

If a farmer qualifies, he could borrow up to 
$100,000 at 5 percent interest or more than 
$100,000 at 8 percent interest. If he does, he also 
must agree to operate his farm according to a plan 
developed by FmHA.

Dl. hay bales 

help bail out 

S.C. farmers
By Mark Mayfield 
USA TODAY

GREENVILLE, S.C — They 
came in battered llatbeds and 
pickup trucks and sweated un­
der their overalls, soiled shirts 
and baseball caps.

In lOfklegree heat, 40 farm­
ers lined up patiently at an old 
military base here and took 
home their share of 800 bales 
of hay airlifted Monday from 
farmers In Moline, 111.

"It’s a blessing," said Cather­
ine Uldrlck, who needs the hay 
to feed the beef cattle she 
raises with her husband In 
Donalds, S.C.

The Southern hay crop has 
withered in 15 days of searing

USA ToDfly 
JuU 
P. iA

heat and months of drought
Monday’s delivery by an Air 

Force C-141 transport plane 
followed two on Saturday — 
most of the hay on board gifts 
from Midwestern farmers.

Two more planes — all at 
federal expense — should ar­
rive In Athens, Ga., today. Two 
others will land here Thursday. 
The dry spell’s "the worst 
we’ve had at least since the 
turn of the century,” said Dan 
Ezell of the state Cooperative 
Extension Service.

First In line Monday was Jer­
ry Glenn, 42, Anderson, S.C., 
dairy farmer and lather of 
four. He got 65 bales of bay, but 
said that won’t last the week 
for his 200 cows. Worse, he got 
a foreclosure notice Saturday.

“They sit up there In Wash­
ington in their air-conditioned 
offices. They don't know what's 
going on," Glenn said.

Said dairy farmer Earl Spen­
cer, after picking up 33 bales: 
"If it doesn’t rain, I don’t know 
what we’re going to do."

The generosity of Illinois 
farmers impressed the crew of 
Uie C-141. "Tils is fabulous," 
said Harry Burgoyne, a British 
Royal Air Force pilot on ex­
change in the USA. "Wllhe Nel­
son would be proud."

L.05 AA)C-tL£f> Ti/vv.6
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Energy Demand 

at Peak as Dixie 
Heat Sets Marks

|Vam Times Wire Services \
Electric companies throughout 

the Midweal reached peak energy 
demands Friday, swapping mega* 
watU,among themselves to help 
keep people cool.

The Southeast, meanwhile, re­
mained entrenched in the sizzling 
heal wave that extended into its 
13th day. The heat has been 
blamed (or at least 17 deaths.

Afternoon temperatures ranged 
from the low lX)s in Michigan to 100 
degrees in Augusta. Ga.. 103 in 
Fayellcvillc, N.C.. and 97 in Wash­
ington, D.C. It hit 99 in Atlanta, 
breaking a record set in 19’14, and 
98 at North Carolina's Ualeigh- 
Durham Airport, breaking a 1948 
record.

It was 105 degrees in Columbia, 
S.C., marking the 13th day in a row 
that the city had seen the mercury 
in triple digits.

Peak Power Dcmandt
lUility companies in Ohio 

gMCbed..J^k ‘demands for .the.

second straight day us temperat' 
lures shot up to 91> in Columbus. 

.Commonwealth Cdison customers 
in Chicago strained energy limits 
for a third consecutive day Friday.

Increased energy demands 
forced utilities to buy power from 
other utility eompunie.s, ComEd 
spokesman Carter Brydun said.

Hot and humid air pumped into 
the Great Lakes, keeping tempera- 
lurc.s In the mid 90s. Midwesterners 
braced for continued heal through 
at least the weekend as the heat 
wave kept creeping westward into 
the Dakotas.

While some parts of the upper 
: Midwest were expected to cool by 
early next week, temperatures of 
over 100 were forecast for the 
weekend in South Carolina and 
Georgia.

'* Assistant ITess Secretary Denny 
Dhsley said an Air Force CHI 
transport will leave Springfield, 
111., today and arrive at Spartan- 
burg-Grccnvillc, S.C., airport with 
aloud of hay.

South Carolina Gov. Richard W. 
Riley, a Democrat, brought the 
prediciamciit of his stale's farmers 
to public utienlion, and Illinois Gov. 
James R. Thompson, a Republican, 
offered to send surplus hay by 
train. But that would have taken 
until Thursday, when Reagan is to 
appear at a political fund-raiser for 
.30P gubernatorial candidate Car* 
roll CaiQpbcll.
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^ Hay For The Farmers
Lending a hand with a haylift, Georgia 

, Department of Agriculture Commissioner 
' Tommy Irvin (left, front) helps convicts

Staff Photo Dy Freds nc* HortoecK

throw bales of hay into a tractor-trailer at 
Dobbins Air Force Base near Marietta, 
Ga.

Air Force Crew 

Brings Donated 

Hay To Southeast [
By FREDERICK HORLBECK
Po$1-Courter Reporter

A C-141 Starlifter left Charleston Air Force Base be­
fore dawn Tuesday, Us seven crew members on a mission 
of mercy.

The huge transport jet, piloted by Capt Mark W. RoUe, 
lifted into Charleston's muggy skies and headed 
northwest to Rockford, III. to load more than 20 tons of 
bay donated by farmers from around Winnebago County 
to farmers in the drought-stricken Southeast.

The jet, of the 437th Military Airlift Wing, carried the 
hay to Dobbins Air Force Base near Marietta, Ga., where 
Tommy Irvin, commissioner of the Georgia Department 
of Agriculture, helped heap bales onto tractor-trailers 
and described the drought’s effects.

“The pastures are parched," he said. “There isn’t much 
else to say,"

Prolonged drought and a heat wave in the Southeast

Eollevilie News-Democrat 
Wednesday, july 23( 19g6
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Hay donated by Illinoisans 

arrives for Georgia farms
. MARIETTA, Ga. (AP) - About 40 

tons> of bay donated by liUnoli 
farmers arrived Tuesday for 
distribution in Georgia, where a 
prolonged drought has forced 
farmers to take their starving cattle 
to siaughier early.

The bay, donated by farmers in 
Rockford, Ill , arrived aboard two 
C-141 transport planes at Dobbins Air 
Force Base near Marietta. After 
being removed from the planes by 
forklift, the hay was loaded onto 
flatbed trucks by state prisoners and 
then taken to the State Farmers 
Market in Forest Park for 
distribution Wednesday.

“This 40 tons is mostly symbolic, a 
stopgap measure," said Georgia 
Agriculture Conunlasioner Tommy

Irvin, who was on hand to meet the 
shipments and participated in the 
unloading. "But that draws national 
attention to our plight."

A prolonged drought and a two- 
week heat wave have left Georgia 
cattlemen and farmers several 
hundred thousand tons short of hay, 
Irvin said, estimating that the state's 
farmers will need 2 million tons to 
feed their cattle through the spring.

Gov. Joe Frank Hams asked 
federal officials Tuesday to declare 
the state an agricultural disaster 
area, making farmers eligible for 
low-interest loans.

The shortage of bay has forced 
many farmers to bring their herds to 
market earlier than expected, Irvin 
aald.
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have hurl crops, killed chickens, 
threatened livestock, and left farm­
ers short of hay By airlifting hay, the 
Air Force and Illinois farmers hope 
to help southern farmers stave off 
complete disaster.

Two more Charleston-based jets 
are scheduled to join the haylift, and 
President Reagan is expected to 
greet one of them Thursday at Co­
lumbia Airport, said Capt. Chris 
King, public affairs officer for the 
315 Military Airlift Wing.

Georgia farmers have suffered 
about 4200 million in crop and live­
stock losses fluting a six-month 
ilioiiglit, suiil ThiInline Timmp.ioil, «i 
s[)okesman for tlie slate agricultural 
department.

The plane piloted by Rolle was the 
third of four Charleston-based planes 
to carry hay to South Carolina and 
Georgia. The fourth C-141 followed 
Tuesday with another 20 Ions for 
Marietta. The hay will be distributed 
today free of charge at the Stale 
Farmers Market in Atlanta.

Holle, a veteran of 3,000 flying 
hours, is an old hand at flying cargo. 
But, he said, Mlt has a little more 
meaning when you do it like this.*

The haylift left other crewmem­
bers feeling good, too. Sgt. Greg B. 
Peterson. 25, a loadmaster, said he 
asked to go on the mission.

"I wanted to get on it because it's 
something that helps the farmers, 
and I'm from a small farm in Minne­
sota,” he said.

At Greater Rockford Airport, 
farmers towing bales of hay in carts

See Haylift. Page 2-B

drove onto the runway and then 
watched as convicts from a nearby- 
prison and Illinois National 
Guardsmen loaded their hay onto 
pallets. Air Force crewmen then 
loaded 46,300 pounds of hay into th< < 
plane. *

“It gives you a good feeling to help • 
somebody," said Dick Johnson, a 49-; 
year-old farmer from Rockford as he 
stood by a truck piled high with his( 
donation. “It seems like the general 
feeling in northern Illinois is that 
they're willing to help." ■ |

Twenly-six-year-old Ron Schroder, 
a hired hand for farmer Roger Morse 
of Winnebago, stood in front of 145 
bales of hay m a cart hitched to an 
old blue truck *Ii'n iin e to be able bi 
help,” he said, peering at the big, 
shadowy transport as a forklift car-. 
Tied a bundle of hay into its depths. ;

The bales were Morse's contribu­
tion to a cause that Illinois farmers 
have made their own in what one lo­
cal agricultural official called a 
“phenomenal* response to the 
drought.

“We do a lot of that. If a neighbor 
gets in trouble, we all try to pitch'in 
and help when we can.” Schroder 
said.

Illinois farmers have had a record- 
breaking season of bounty, said Mark 
Randal, press secretary for the Illi­
nois Department of Agriculture. 
When they saw news coverage of the 
drought, they began talking about 
sending their plentiful reserves of 
hay to the Southeast. “It started right 
down at the farmer level — farmers 
calling farmers, farmers calling 
state legislators,” be said.

Illinois Hay Shipments Approaching 10,000 Bales
By Safir Ahmed 
Of Dw Post-Ditpitch Staff

Nearly 10.000 bales of bay from 
Illinois have been shipped to drought- 
stricken areas of South Carolina and 
Georgia, and three more planeloads 
are expected to leave today, officials 
said

More shipment: are planned. In­
cluding a tramload of hay expected to 
leave for Georgia this weekend with 
pickup points in Belleville, Okawvllle. 
Nashville and Breese, officials said.

Mia Jazo. e spokesman for the Illi- 
005 Department of Agriculture, said

that thre^* Air Force C-141 cargo 
planes had left Tuesday morning 
from Rock Island for Georgia and 
that three more pjanes were expect­
ed to leave today from Springfield for 
Columbia. SC.

The hay is being shipped to help 
farmers In South Carolina and Geor­
gia feed their cattle The hay crop in 
those slates has been damaged by 
drought.

While most of the hay so far has 
been donated by Illinois farmers, 
some of it Is being bought at $50 a ton, 
which is slightly less than the market

price. Jazo said. Since no tran.sporla- 
tion costs are being charged, the hay 
will be sold to farmers In the South at 
the same price, .lazo .said.

Reports earlier this week said hay 
was being priced at $200 a bale in 
South Carolina. About 40 bales make 
up a ton. since an average size bale 
weighs about 50 pounds.

Michael Hardimon. an adviser with 
the University of Illinois' Cooperative 
Extension Service in St Clair County, 
said that this was a good year for hay 
in Illinois.

*'Wc normally have a surplus of

hay unless we have a drought,*' Har­
dimon said “We produced some good 
hay this year, and there will be a 
whole new crop ready to be cut in 
about four weeks. So shipping this 
hay is not going to hurt anyone here.”

Hardimon said that about six box­
cars would be loaded at two different 
pickup poinu*: in Belleville The pick­
up points have not been established 
yet, he said. Farmers Interested In 
selling their hay for shipment on the 
train should call the toll-free number 
— (800) 225-7843 — established by 
the Agriculture Department.
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Heat takes toll on livestock 

as farmers line up for feed
Atftoclaled Press

Farmers drove 100 mites and lined 
up overnight Wednesday in Georgia 
for a chance at free hay tu feed cattle 
starving in a drought that has cost 
fanners in the Southeast an estimated 
11.5 billion and forced water 
conservation measures.

Although temperatures have 
temporarily eased in the region after 
1V\ weeks of 100~degree highs, the 
death toll since July 1 rose to 42.

Georgia raltteinen lined up 
Wediietul.iy at Die Allania FanneiK 
Market for u share of 40 tons of hay 
donated by Illinois farmers and flown 
In ^ Air Force cargo jets.

'This is our only chance to keep our 
cattle alive/' said Sara Dockery of 
Royslon, who drove 100 miles. "This 
means the cows will survive for five 
more days," said her husband, 
Franklin

The first farmer in line was-Dale 
Banford, of Winder, who said be 
arrived Tuesday mght. He said he has

had to feed his 60 beef cattle apples 
and stale bread, and they ate leayes 
off trees blown down in a storm last 
week. "This is a short start, but it's a 
start," he said.

Banford was among about 40 
farmers who got up tu 50 bales each. 
Twenty*f ive others were turned away 
when the hay ran out after four hours, 
and some of them left thetr trailers 
behind so they would be at the head of 
the tine Friday, when more frwehwy is 
to be distributed.

Georgia AgncuItureCuinmUsionei 
Tommy Irvin e.stlmaled that in his 
state alone, farmers will need 2 
million Ions of hay to feed their cattle 
through spring.

Clouds and scattered rain kept the 
Southeast below 100 degrees for a 
second consecutive day. But Macon, 
Ga., came close with a high of 98. 
Columbia, SC . reached only 96 
Wednesday and 97 Tuesday, breaking 
a record string of 15 days of triple- 
digit temperatures.

Belleville News-Democrat 
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Illinois hay goes 

to South Carolina
SPRINGFIELD (AP) — Illinois farmers donated hay 

to feed starving cattle in the South because they’ve 
known hard times themselves, Gov. James R. Thompson 
•aid aa an Air Force 'haylilt" began Saturday.

The governor lent a band to about a dozen farmers 
and about 40 Illinois Army and Air National Guard 
troops who loaded about 1,700 bales of hay onto two 
military cargo planes at Capital Airport.

The shipment totaling <0 tons was bound for 
GreenvUle-Spartanburg Airport in drought^strlcken 
South Carolina Two more shipments aboard Air Force 
C-141 Starlilter cargo Jets were scheduled lor Monday.

Thompson said he wain'l surprised at the generosity 
of Illinois farmers.

"These are people who have spent their ^hole lives 
trying to feed the world and battling drought, rain, hail. 
Insects and govri iimriit buresucracy every day of their 
lives," Thompson said. "They can handle anything. They 
can handle a drought lor their neighbors.”

President Reagan on Friday ordered the Air Force to 
deliver the hay for the farmen’ relief effort organized 
by Thompson and South Carolina f^v. Richard Riley.

St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
Saturday, July 19, 1986 

page 16C

Farm Belt ‘haylift’ bringing 

aid to parched JS.
- by ROBERT SHERMAN 

and SID GAULOEN
Posi-Coufier Roporters

TVv ^

Sitih Phuiu by SpeesKeeping track
Mike Dawson, warden-naturalist with Fran­
cis Beidler Forest, puts fresh paint on a 
gauge Friday in Four Holes Swamp, near 
Beidler forest. Dawson says the level is the 
lowest since recording began 10 years ago.

A "haylift* spearheaded by a Charleston-based Air 
Force transport is scheduled to arrive in the Upstate 
today, bringing help from the Farm Belt to drought- 
stricken South Carolina farmers. ' --

And while the drought is stifling agricultural produc­
tion in South Carolina, one economic analyst says food 
prices, with the possible exception of fresh vegetables, . 
shouldn’t be affected.'

The Associated Press said President Reagan on Friday 
ordered the Air Force to ferry several planeloads of hay 
from Illinois to save starving cattle in the drought- 
stricken Palmetto State.

Two C-141 Slarlifter cargo jets, including one from 
Charleston Air Force Base, were scheduled to fly into 
Dona Ison Center near Greenville with 2,000 square bales, 
or 60 tons, of hay.

Capt. Buddy Gray, a base public affairs officer, said 
late Friday a Charleston crew was “all geared up” to • 
airlift bay into the state. Gray said the giant transport 
should leave Springfield, Ill., around 11 a,m. today and 
arrive at Donalsuti about two hours later.

Danny McNeill, a spokesman for the Clcmson Exten­
sion Service, said plans were being made to distribute the 
hay, the first of several deliveries into the state during 
the next week, ' . „

South Carolina weather continues to be hot and'dry, nd 
a record high temperature for the date was set Friday at 
Charleston International Airport when the mercury 
reached 101 degrees.

The National Weather Service predicts no break in the 
weather locally through the middle of next week, with 
isolated thunderstorms and highs near 100 every day.

Illinois Hay 

Sent South 

As A Gift
llott*Diipatch Springfield Bureau

SPRINGFIELD, III. — Two crews 
and 18-wheel trucks from the Conoco 
plant in Hartford were dispatched 
Friday to a farm in Atlanta. HI., to 
pick up a load of hay destined for a 
drought-stricken farm near Green­
ville, S.C.

Sondru Fowler, spokeswoman for 
Conoco, said the company's volunteer 
effort was the result of news reports 
describing the plight of Turn 
Truntham. a farmer in South Caroli­
na whose dairy cattle were starving 
because the drought und heal had 
killed local feed crops.

Robert Polley, a farmer in Atlanta. 
III., had agreed to donate 70u bales of 
hay to help Trantham but could find 
00 way to get It to South Carolina.

Fowler said a co-worker In her 
Houston public relations office for 
Conoco had seen stories about the di­
lemma on ABC and wondered aloud 
ft the company could help.

“We thought it was a great idea/' 
Fowler said. “There were a lot of 
phone calls and boops to Jump 
through. Trucks bud to be freed from 
other places, drivers secured and 
maps routed. But we arranged It all in 
one morning "

She said trucks had been sent from 
Hartford "because of the urgency of 
the situation.’' Atlanta is about 140 
mites northeast of St. Louis on Inter­
state 55

Fowler acknowledged lhal the ef­
fort was “barely scratching the sur­
face" of problems in the Southeiist. 
“Bui it's something," she said.
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Gharleston Airmen Pitch In To Help
By FREDERICK HORLBECK '

' ' Post-Courier Reporter ,

• Before dawn Tuesday, a huge plane rose 
from Charleston Air Force Base, turned 
northwest, and headed for a rendezvous with 
farmers in Illinois who are donating hay to 
farmers in the drought-parched Southeast.

The C-Hl Starlifter cargo jet held seven 
crewmembers for whom the flight wasn’t ex­
actly just another mission. They were going 
to Rockford, III, on a mission of mercy: to 
airlift the hay to Dobbins Air Force Base 
near Marietta, Ga.

A prolonged drought and heat wave have 
seared the Southeast, threatening livestock, 
hurting crops, and lowering water tables. The 
Air Force and the Illinois farmers say they 
hope that airlifting hay to afflicted farmers 
will help. .... ■

Sgt. Greg B. Peterson, 25, a loadmaster, 
said be asked to go on the mission ‘because 
it’s something that helps the farmers, and I’m 
from a small farm in Minnesota.”

For the flight engineer, Sgt. Paul M. Tren- 
back, the trip meant helping people rather 

, than just carrying cargo. “It’s kind of nice to 
actually get out there ... and actually help 
people out,” he said.

The plane, piloted by Capt. Mark W. Rolle, 
was the third of four Charleston-based planes 
to carry hay to South Carolina and Georgia. 
A fourth C-141 followed with another 20 tons 
destined for Marietta. The hay will be dis­
tributed today free of charge at the State 
Farmers Market in Atlanta.

After loading 46,300 pounds of hay at 
Greater Rockford Airport, the Air Force 
crew flew to Georgia in their olive-green 
plane. There, Tommy Irvin, commissioner of

the state Department of Agriculture, helped 
heap bales onto tractor-trailers as crew­
members unloaded the plane.

“The pastures are parched,” Irvin said 
afterwards, his collar undone, his lace and 
shirt-wet with perspiration in the hot sun. 
“There isn’t much else to say.”

Georgia farmers have suffered about 5200 
million in crop and livestock losses during a 
six-month drought, said Christine Thompson, 
a spokesman for the state agricultural de­
partment.
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Southeast’s drought rages across seven slates, raising political temperatures

When rain finally conies, 

farms may be fewer

Hay la aeni in Irom the Midweal, but alunled cropa may lorce many like Mackey Scoll lo quit farming

Aiken. S.C.
■ Muckey Scolt surveyed bruwn, slum- 
cd eornslulks eraekliiig in die bieeze 
und willed soybean fields shimmering 
under Ihe liursii sun of die Soudi's worst 
drought III a eenlury. "This is die final 
blow," he dedared, "I'm gelling oul."

He won’l be alone. Nature, in one of 
its cruel faces, proniises lo deliver the 
coup (h unice lo thousands of Soulhern 
rariiiers who already were endangered 
by the economics of the l')80s that de­
pressed commodity prices and land val­
ues while leaving rural America buried 
in debt.

Appeals for federal aid will be an­
swered, but It appears dial Wash­
ington's help likely will only pro­
long Ihe agony of a shakeout in 
agriculture that has been going 
on for years. The South has 41 
percent fewer farms than there 
were in 1964. Thirty percent of 
the farniers in South Carolina be­
gan Ihe growing season with fi­
nancial problems.

"Drought condilions will force 
farmers who might have made it 
in another year lo tie pushed over 
Ihe brink into disaster," says 
iigrononiisi James Miller of the 
University of Georgia.

While Ihe drought has been 
devastating lo the 374,600 farms 
in a seven-stale region sirelchnig 
fiom Virginia to Horida and Ala­

bama, II has had no signilicani impact 
on Ihe naiional agricullural economy 
and may end up benefiling some sec- 
lors of the country. Slill, people are 
hurling, and Ihe Keagan adniinislralion 
is going oul of ils way not lo appear 
callous in an cleclion year.

riiough II may be weeks or months 
before an accurate assessnieni of the 
financial damage from the heal wave 
and livc-nionlh drought is available, 
Ihe cost in lost crops, burned paslures, 
dead callle und chickens, and distress 
sales of livestock is eslimaled al more 
than $1 billion.

Over all, however, the flk billion

CENTURY'S MAJOR DROUGHTS

Alihouyh this sumnior's drought ih itio Southeast 
Is as irilohse as any other in this century, it 
doesn't yet rank as one of the worst in terms o| 
duration and Ihe number of people alfecled. Cll- 
matologisls note that several droughts have last­
ed lor years, among them—

Great Plains 
Great Plains 
New England 
North Central Plains 
California

193111111941 
1952 till 1957 

_ 1961 till 1966_ 
1976 and 1977 

1976 till 1978
USNAWH—Bduc (IdU: Nalioildl Climalic Uala Canlai

cash value of Soulhern agriculture to­
tals only 12.S isercenl of the nation's 
farm leceipls. Willi favorable weather 
portending bumper crops in the Mid­
west, Ihe loss of corn, soybean und 
wheal acreage in ihe South will have 
lillle impact on grocers' shelf prices. 
The exception: I'rices for chickens und 
eggs already are up because of thou­
sands of heat deaths in henhouses in 
Alabama, Georgia und North und 
South Carolina, which produce 39 per­
cent of the nation's broilers.

Nulionally, good crops at a time 
when exports arc falling add up lo so 
much surplus gram that new siorage 

bins must Ire built. Consequently, 
the loss of several thousand 
Southern farmers from a national 
lolal of 2.2 million will help de­
crease the country's overall ca­
pacity to produce food, which in 
turn will boost Ihe outlook for 
surviving growers und producers 
in Ollier parts of the U.S.

The theories of macroeconom­
ics offer no solace to farmers who 
face the crisis of their lives, such 
as Mackey Scoll, SH, of Aiken 
County in South Carolina. Me 
stands lo lose most of the 
4200,000 he invested in 650 acres 
of soylreuns, wheat, corn und cot­
ton. He reaped half his wheat 
crop but will be lucky lo harvest 
a fourili of his withered soybeun
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plants. As lor his tiny, dd'ortnol uiul 
diseased ears of corn, Scott says "We 
won't waste money trying to harvest 
any of it."

Agricultural-extension agents in 
South Carolina and Georgia report that 
some pastures have been grazed so 
short and so intensely that it may take 
them two years or lunger to recover 
when the drought is over. Cattle and 
pork producers say that the extreme 
lieat has disrupted normal reprorluelive 
cycles and will mean fewer cattle mid 
pigs coming unto market next year.

Stock ponds throughout the South­
east are drying up, and ealtle'isink up to 
their knees in the mud whan j'liey go to 
drink. "We may have to’ ytart buying 
water by the gallon, hkii gasoline,” 
worries Wesley Chandler, a 
longtime fanner in northeast­
ern Georgia.
“A lot of promises"

The |Hilitieal stiueture, in 
many farmers* view, has been 
slow to rise to the crisis. The 
federal government has been 
petitioned to declare all or 
parts of Georgia, Florida, Ala­
bama and North and South 
Carolina disaster areas, which 
would make low-interest loans 
available to farmers. Agricul­
ture Secretary Kiehard Lyng 
responded by shortening the 
time to (iroeess the petitions, 
setting up a toll-free hot line 
fur farmers and permilting 
livestock to graze on land set 
aside for eonservation.

Farmers weren’t ap|>eased.
"I'm hearing a lot of promises, but I’m 
not seeing a lot of tielion,’’ .says Thum- 
as Mercer, a farmer from Wheeler 
County, Ga. 1 he prospect of low-inter­
est loans has little apjseal to ilebl-riddeii 
producers. Says Donald i’hillips of lla, 
Ga., "I don’t know how I can pay back 
what I already owe.”

Rural despair could turn to anger 
against Republicans facing the voters 
this fall, but IVesident Reagan moved 
to eounler charges that his udminislra- 
lion is insensitive to the plight of farm­
ers. During a campaign swing through 
the South on July 2.1 and 24, Reagan 
viewed an airlift of Midwestern hay to 
Columbia fur South Carolina cattle 
producers, said the drought “is reach­
ing tragic proportions" and promised 
that his udniimstratiun "stands ready 
to help.”

Farmers in Illinois, Missouri, Indi­
ana and Iowa donated hay, which 11 
Air Force C-I4I cargo planes flew to 
the South, liut the 4,(XX)-ion cargo was 
mainly .symbolic and became embroiled 
in politics. Senator Ernest llullings (D- 
S.C.) accused the administration of

"political haymaking’’ by arranging 
airhiis fioni Rc|>ul>hc,m Illinois but 
Idling Dcmocralic Massachusells lo 
"gel a liuck" 10 move its .10 tons of 
don,lied hay.

While I he farmers’ plighl isdespcrale, 
the silnalioii in Ihc .Sotilh’s towns and 
clues IS less acute. For ihem, Ihe heal 
wave means uiicomforiable days, brown 
yardsaiitl li|gh i<Ieclric bills foi aircoiidi- 
ihimng M.lny coiiiimmilies have im- 
poseil rcsiriclioiis on vrsiler use and a 
lew, aciu.il lalioiinig llieniwood, Tcnn , 
ilnealenetl locni off walei lo hoiiicown- 
eis who water lawns or wash cars.

Conlinucd dioughi, however, poses 
Ihe possibihly lhal walci may have lo 
he IIlicked inlo small towns wberc res­
ervoirs have run dry and walei tables

WORST-HIT AREAS
hiyliligdied ait-as mdicatE loyiunii lhal

H&aUumti (Iruughl 
HSuvaie dfuuQht 
( ']Mudmaie dfuuyiil a More niuhii than usual 
ly^MWA—Oasic daia. Naiional Uceamc and Almuspheric Admtnisliaiion 
Ckpl. ot Agi icutiuie____________________________________

liavc lalicii low. 1 lie Depot Hiaiieli. a 
major slreani through i’ledinoiil, S.C., 
has been dry for iwo weeks, and some 
iOU families wilh dry wells have lo go 
10 Ihe cily lire slalion lo draw water. A 
Carnesville, Ga., h.nik rcpoils a surge 
in $4,U00 loans lo homeowners digging 
new, ileeper wells.
More heat ahead

I hus far, the droiiglil hasn’t dried up 
the Soulhcrii sense of humor. Jokes one 
lishernian, "It’s so dry lhal I have lo 
carry along a bucket of water to go 
fishing.’’

Slill, farmers find lillle lo laugh 
about. Cooler wcallier and a long, 
sleady downpour are needed to break 
Ihe drought, and ihe odds for lhal arc 
long, rcnipcralurcs lhal hovered near 
or over UK) degrees most of July likely 
won’t abalc much during Aiigusi, Ira- 
dilionally Ihe hollesi monih. Nor does 
fall, normally ihe dry period in the cal- 
cndai, offer much hope of replenishing 
farm soil turned lo dnsl. B

by Kunnuih H bliuuls wiih John Cullms 
ut Uiu Economic Unit

SCIENTISTS CAM PREDICT

Drought hits 

randomly
In Maryland, farmers say it is 
cloud seeding by developer^ cun- 
spiring to drive down land 
prices; further south, they mutter 
about Army experiments. But to 
meleorologisls, Ihe Southeast's 
drought is weather as usual—an 
example of how random and un­
predictable shifts in the atmo­
sphere, which prrxluce droughts 
all over the world, can be.

"Weather is never really 
’normal,'just us there's no 
’normal' family with 2.3 
children," says Kenneth 
llcrgman, a climatologist 
wilh the National Weather 
Service. "Every day, some 
record is being set some­
where ill the world. This 
year, it just happened it 
was Ihe turn of the South­
eastern stales.”

The trouble started in 
December, when winter 
and spring storms normal­
ly spawn in the Gulf of 
Mexico and run on a 
northeasterly truck over 

ins u s the region. But this year, 
the storms were pushed to 
the lion h and Ihe west by a 
shift in Ihe high-level 

winds of Ihe jet stream. As a 
result, spring rainfall registered 
below normal. Then, hopes that 
summer thunderstorms would 
bring relief died when the Ber­
muda high slightly changed its 
course. Normally, this summer­
time high-pressure system re­
mains offshore, pumping mois­
ture into the Soutrieusl and 
triggering thunderstorms. Once 
in a while, however, an arm of 
this system comes ashore. The 
downward flow of high-pressure 
air dries the air below and blocks 
out moisture. Brief shifts of Ihe 
Bermuda high are normal, but 
this summer it has hovered over 
land week after week.

At this point, the region is so 
fur behind in rainfall that the 
probability is less than I in 30 of 
gelling the kind of above-nor­
mal rainfall that would be need­
ed to make up fur such a huge 
deficit by Ihe end of the year.
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