
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Today, the Department of Defense transmitted its annual report on the “Military and Security Developments 
Involving the People’s Republic of China (PRC)” to Congress, referred to as the China Military Power Report. 
This report illustrates how the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) has frequently turned to the People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA) in support of its global ambitions, and provides an assessment of PLA capabilities that underscores 
why the PRC represents the Department’s pacing challenge. 

KEY TAKEAWAYS  

► Expanding PRC National Power to Transform International System: The PRC increasingly views the 
United States as deploying a whole-of-government effort meant to contain the PRC’s rise, which presents 
obstacles to its national strategy. The PRC’s strategy aims to achieve “the great rejuvenation of the 
Chinese nation” by 2049 in a determined pursuit to amass its national power to transform an international 
system more favorable to the PRC’s political governance system and national interests. 

► Increasing PRC Military Coercion: Over the course of 2021, and as seen in 2022, the CCP has increasingly 
turned to the PLA as an instrument of statecraft in support of its national strategy and global ambitions. 
The report highlights that the PLA has adopted more dangerous, coercive, and aggressive actions in the 
Indo-Pacific region. 

► Strengthening PLA Nuclear, Space, and Counterspace Capabilities: The PRC has clearly stated its 
ambition to strengthen its “strategic deterrent,” and has continued to accelerate the modernization, 
diversification, and expansion of its nuclear forces, as well as the development of its space and 
counterspace capabilities.  

► Intensifying Diplomatic, Economic, Political, and Military Pressure against Taiwan: The PLA will likely 
continue to increase military pressure—in concert with diplomatic, information, and economic pressure—
in an attempt to compel Taiwan toward unification. 
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LOOKING AHEAD: MILITARY AND SECURITY IMPLICATIONS  
OF THE 20TH NATIONAL CONGRESS OF THE CCP 

The PRC’s 20th National Congress of the CCP holds important military and security implications for the 
PLA’s 2027 centenary objectives. General Secretary Xi Jinping’s report to the 20th Party Congress 
focused on intensifying and accelerating the PLA’s modernization goals over the next five years, including 
strengthening its “system of strategic deterrence.” Xi retained his chairmanship of the seven-person 
Central Military Commission, which includes members that offer political continuity, technical expertise 
on military modernization and space issues, as well as Taiwan-focused operational experience. 
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