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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
SMALL BUSINESS INNOVATION RESEARCH (SBIR) PROGRAM 

SBIR 21.4 Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) 

Small Business Opportunity (SBO) Announcement 
   

November 24, 2020: SBO issued for pre-release 

December 8, 2020: Army begins accepting proposals 

January 12, 2021: Deadline for receipt of proposals no later than 12:00 p.m. ET 

   

 AMENDMENT 1, December 8, 2020 

  

IMPORTANT 

 
Deadline for Receipt: Proposals must be completely submitted no later than 12:00 p.m. ET, January 12, 2021. 

Proposals submitted after 12:00 p.m. will not be evaluated. The final proposal submission includes successful 

completion of all firm level forms, all required volumes, and electronic corporate official certification.  

 

Classified proposals will not be accepted under the DoD SBIR Program.  

 

This BAA and the Defense SBIR/STTR Innovation Portal (DSIP) sites are designed to reduce the time and cost 

required to prepare a formal proposal. The DSIP is the official portal for DoD SBIR/STTR proposal submission. 

Proposers are required to submit proposals via DSIP; proposals submitted by any other means will be 

disregarded. Proposers submitting through this site for the first time will be asked to register. Effective with this 

announcement, firms are required to register for a login.gov account and link it to their DSIP account. See 

section 4.14 for more information regarding registration.    

 

The Small Business Administration, through its SBIR/STTR Policy Directive, purposely departs from normal 

Government solicitation formats and requirements and authorizes agencies to simplify the SBIR/STTR award 

process and minimize the regulatory burden on small business. Therefore, consistent with the SBA SBIR/STTR 

Policy Directive, the Department of Defense is soliciting proposals as a Broad Agency Announcement. 

 

SBIR/STTR Updates and Notices: To be notified of SBIR/STTR opportunities and to receive e-mail updates 

on the DoD SBIR and STTR Programs, you are invited to subscribe to our Listserv by emailing 

DoDSBIRSupport@reisystems.com.  

 

Help Desk: If you have questions about the Defense Department's SBIR or STTR Programs, please call the 

DoD SBIR/STTR Help Desk at 1-703-214-1333, or email to DoDSBIRSupport@reisystems.com.  
 

Topic Q&A: The Topic Q&A for this BAA opens on November 24, 2020 and closes to new questions 

on December 23, 2020 at 12:00 PM ET. Proposers may submit written questions through Topic Q&A at 

https://www.dodsbirsttr.mil/submissions/login. In Topic Q&A, the questioner and respondent remain 

anonymous and all questions and answers are posted electronically for general viewing. Once the BAA closes to 

proposal submission, no communication of any kind with the topic author or through Topic Q&A regarding your 

submitted proposal is allowed. 

  

Questions should be limited to specific information related to improving the understanding of a particular topic’s 

requirements. Proposing firms may not ask for advice or guidance on solution approach and you may not submit 

additional material to the topic author. If information provided during an exchange with the topic author is 

deemed necessary for proposal preparation, that information will be made available to all parties through Topic 

Q&A. Proposing firms are advised to monitor Topic Q&A during the BAA period for questions and answers. 

Proposing firms should also frequently monitor DSIP for updates and amendments to the topics. 
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This Small Business Opportunity (SBO) is issued under the Army Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) for 

SBIR/STTR 21.4. All proposals in response to the technical area(s) described herein will be submitted in 

accordance with the instructions provided under 21.4, found here: 

https://beta.sam.gov/opp/b79ded14dcf54451bcfb11bddf5cd259/view?keywords=%22army%20sbir%22&sort

=-relevance&index=opp&is_active=true&page=1. 

 

a. Eligibility 

The eligibility requirements for the SBIR/STTR programs are unique and do not correspond to those of other 

small business programs. Please refer to Section 3.1, Eligible Applicants, of BAA 21.4 for full eligibility 

requirements. 

 

b. Anticipated Structure/Award Information 

Please refer to Section 1, Funding Opportunity Description, provided in BAA 21.4 for detailed information 

regarding SBIR/STTR phase structure and flexibility. For this BAA, Department of the Army will accept 

Phase I proposals for the cost of up to $256,000 for a 4-month period of performance. Proposers should refer 

to Section 4, Application and Submission information, of BAA 21.4 for detailed proposal preparation 

instructions. Proposals that do not comply with the requirements detailed in BAA 21.4 and the research 

objectives of this SBO are considered non-conforming and therefore are not evaluated nor considered for 

award. 

 

Phase I proposals shall not exceed 5 pages. Phase I commercialization strategy shall not exceed 2 pages. This 

should be the last section of the Technical Volume and will not count against the 5-page limit. Please refer to 

Appendix A of BAA 21.4 for detailed instructions on Phase I proposal preparation. 

 

c. Evaluation of Proposals 

Section 5, Evaluation of Proposals, in BAA 21.4 provides detailed information on proposal evaluation and 

the selection process for this SBO. 

 

A Company Commercialization Report (CCR) will NOT be required for proposal submissions in 

response to this SBO. 

 

d. Due Date/Time 

Full proposal packages (Proposal Cover Sheet, Technical Volume, and Price/Cost Volume inclusive of 

supporting documentation) must be submitted via the DoD SBIR/STTR Proposal Submission website per the 

instructions outlined in BAA 21.4 Section 4.3 Electronic Submission no later than 12:00 p.m. ET, January 

12, 2021. 

 

  

https://beta.sam.gov/opp/b79ded14dcf54451bcfb11bddf5cd259/view?keywords=%22army%20sbir%22&sort=-relevance&index=opp&is_active=true&page=1
https://beta.sam.gov/opp/b79ded14dcf54451bcfb11bddf5cd259/view?keywords=%22army%20sbir%22&sort=-relevance&index=opp&is_active=true&page=1


Army DPII 3 

 

Army SBIR 21.4 Topic Index 

 

A214-001 Identifying and Enabling Emerging Technology Leaders 
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A214-001 

 

TITLE: Identifying and Enabling Emerging Technology Leaders 

      

OBJECTIVE: 

The Army is supporting the identification and development of a new class of “Emerging Technology 

Leaders” (ETLs). An ETL is a uniformed expert who serves as the interface between the Army's operational 

community and the technical community (i.e. scientists, engineers, and technologists).  The Army seeks 

research solutions leveraging data science and/or machine learning techniques that will revolutionize how the 

Army recruits, develops, selects, and distributes talent across the force. 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

The Army seeks a software and/or data analytics tool that provides robust recommendations for critical ETL 

selection and recommendation criteria, including: 

 Skill identification: Unbiased identification and estimation of an individual’s skills based on standard 

CV/resume input; Identification and estimation of a job’s required skills based on a job description. 

 Talent Recruitment: Strategies for targeting specific workforce sectors with prescribed sectors of elite 

talent. 

 Talent Selection:  Unbiased assessment and comparison regarding applicability of certain skillsets as 

compared to workforce requirements.  

 Talent Development: Tell individuals what their skill deficiencies are and what jobs/opportunities 

would increase those skills; and 

 Talent Distribution: Predictive analytics for optimizing distribution of civilian/military/contractor 

talent across the force. 

 

Any submissions should be able to explain (in math, code, and/or theory) how skill identification and career 

planning capabilities work, demonstrate these functions with novel data, and identify limitations of the 

product (technical or data related). 

 

PHASE I:  

Develop operational concept and construct for theory, mathematics, and/or algorithms that inform Emerging 

Technology Leader (ETL) identification, recruitment, selection, development and deployment/distribution.  

The Phase I deliverable should explain the algorithms, software concepts, potential use cases, and potential 

limitations for applicability within the Army.   

 

PHASE II: 

Develop and demonstrate a technically feasible software prototype that showcases how the solution addresses 

the challenges described in the DESCRIPTION of this topic and meets or exceeds the OBJECTIVE of this 

topic. The demonstration shall show the prototype as a proof-of-concept in a form-factor compatible with 

Army uniformed officer staffing and deployment decisions. 

 

PHASE III: This SBIR would integrate software analytics and machine learning algorithms as a pathfinder 

initiative, highlighting the reduction of workload requirements for manual staffing decisions enabled by 

integrated machine learning, neural network algorithms, and/or other data analytic techniques.  Dual-use 

should consider applications in the hi-tech business sector. 
 

KEYWORDS: Leader recruitment; Talent Management; Machine Learning; Skill Development; 

 

REFERENCES: 

 

 US Army. (2020).  US Army Talent Management Strategy. Retrieved From: https://talent.army.mil 
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 US Army. (2019). 2019 Army Modernization Strategy: Investing in the Future. Retrieved from: 

https://www.army.mil/e2/downloads/rv7/2019_army_modernization_strategy_final.pdf 

 US Department of Defense. (2018). 2018 National Defense Strategy of the United States Summary, 

11. Retrieved from: https://www.defense.gov/Portals/1/Documents/pubs/2018-National-Defense-

Strategy-Summary.pdf  

 

 

 



Announcement of an SBIR Opportunity 

Under Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) W50RAJ-20-S-0001 

Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) 

February 2, 2021 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Army SBIR program has pre-released the following SBIR Opportunity (ASO): 
 
"Same Frequency (SF) Simultaneous Transmit and Receive (STAR) Tactical Radios", Topic A214-
002, published at https://beta.sam.gov/opp/65e7e650cdf548c297093827779a020b/view 
 
"EXOSENSE: Exoskeleton Sensor Data Fusion and Insight System", Topic A214-003, published at 
https://beta.sam.gov/opp/a5778b7a4bdf40ff8dd571e5d0549662/view 
 
 
These ASOs will open for proposals on February 25, 2021 and close on March 24, 2021 at 12:00 
p.m. ET 



Announcement of an SBIR Opportunity 

Under Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) W50RAJ-20-S-0001 

Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) 

February 25, 2021 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Army SBIR program has pre-released the following SBIR Opportunity (ASO): 
 
"Low-Cost/Low Probability of Detection (LC/LPD) Waveform Radio", Topic A214-004, published 
at https://beta.sam.gov/opp/977e7eec19b740d082afad533d674610/view.  
 
This ASO will open for proposals on March 25, 2021 and close on April 21, 2021 at 12:00 p.m. 
ET. 

https://beta.sam.gov/opp/977e7eec19b740d082afad533d674610/view


DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

SMALL BUSINESS INNOVATION RESEARCH (SBIR) PROGRAM 

SBIR 21.4 Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) 

Army Applied SBIR Opportunity (ASO) Announcement 

March 16, 2021: ASO issued for pre-release 

June 1, 2021: Army begins accepting proposals 

June 18, 2021: Deadline for receipt of proposals no later than 12:00 p.m. ET 

IMPORTANT 

Deadline for Receipt: Proposals must be completely submitted no later than 12:00 p.m. ET, June 18, 2021. 

Proposals submitted after 12:00 p.m. will not be evaluated. The final proposal submission includes successful 

completion of all firm level forms, all required volumes, and electronic corporate official certification.  

Classified proposals will not be accepted under the DoD SBIR Program. 

This BAA and the Defense SBIR/STTR Innovation Portal (DSIP) sites are designed to reduce the time and cost 

required to prepare a formal proposal. The DSIP is the official portal for DoD SBIR/STTR proposal submission. 

Proposers are required to submit proposals via DSIP; proposals submitted by any other means will be 

disregarded. Proposers submitting through this site for the first time will be asked to register. Effective with this 

announcement, firms are required to register for a login.gov account and link it to their DSIP account. See 

section 4.3 in the BAA for more information regarding registration.    

The Small Business Administration, through its SBIR/STTR Policy Directive, purposely departs from normal 

Government solicitation formats and requirements and authorizes agencies to simplify the SBIR/STTR award 

process and minimize the regulatory burden on small business. Therefore, consistent with the SBA SBIR/STTR 

Policy Directive, the Department of Defense is soliciting proposals as a Broad Agency Announcement. 

SBIR/STTR Updates and Notices: To be notified of SBIR/STTR opportunities and to receive e-mail updates 

on the DoD SBIR and STTR Programs, you are invited to subscribe to our Listserv by emailing 

DoDSBIRSupport@reisystems.com.  

DSIP Help Desk: Questions about using the DSIP can be directed to the DSIP Help Desk 

DoDSBIRSupport@reisystems.com.  

Topic Q&A: The Topic Q&A for this BAA opens on April 1, 2021 and closes to new questions on June 1, 2021 

at 12:00 PM ET. Proposers may submit written questions through Topic Q&A at 

https://www.dodsbirsttr.mil/submissions/login. In Topic Q&A, the questioner and respondent remain 

anonymous and all questions and answers are posted electronically for general viewing. Once the BAA closes to 

proposal submission, no communication of any kind with the topic author or through Topic Q&A regarding your 

submitted proposal is allowed. 

Questions should be limited to specific information related to improving the understanding of a particular topic’s 

requirements. Proposing firms may not ask for advice or guidance on solution approach and you may not submit 

additional material to the topic author. If information provided during an exchange with the topic author is 

deemed necessary for proposal preparation, that information will be made available to all parties through Topic 

Q&A. Proposing firms are advised to monitor Topic Q&A during the BAA period for questions and answers. 

Proposing firms should also frequently monitor DSIP for updates and amendments to the topics. 
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This Army Applied SBIR Opportunity (ASO) is issued under the Army Broad Agency Announcement 

(BAA) for SBIR/STTR 21.4. All proposals in response to the technical area(s) described herein will be 

submitted in accordance with the instructions provided under 21.4, found here:  

https://beta.sam.gov/opp/23a3541bee074eea8deef2abcdf1bbef/view 

a. Eligibility

The eligibility requirements for the SBIR/STTR programs are unique and do not correspond to those of other

small business programs. Please refer to Section 3.1, Eligible Applicants, of BAA 21.4 for full eligibility

requirements.

A prize competition, xTech|SBIR Waveform Challenge, will be used to identify small business concerns that 

meet the criteria for award of a Phase I or Direct to Phase II (D2PhII) SBIR contract under 10 U.S.C. §2374a.  

Winners selected from the xTech|SBIR Waveform Challenge prize competition will be the only firms eligible 

to submit a Phase I or D2PhII SBIR proposal under this announcement.  A separate xTech|SBIR Waveform 

Challenge prize competition announcement will be issued concurrent with this BAA and can be found by 

selecting the xTech|SBIR Waveform Challenge tile at: 

https://www.xtechsearch.army.mil/ 

b. Anticipated Structure/Award Information

Please refer to Section 1, Funding Opportunity Description, provided in BAA 21.4 for detailed information

regarding SBIR/STTR phase structure and flexibility. For this BAA, Department of the Army will accept

Phase I proposals for the cost of up to $250,000 for up to 4-month period of performance, and D2PhII

proposals for the cost of up to $1.7M for up to 24-month period of performance.  Companies will be invited

to submit either a Phase I or a D2PhII proposal following completion of the xTech|SBIR Waveform

Challenge prize competition, executed in accordance with 10 U.S.C. Section 2374a.  During the competition,

small business concerns that demonstrate feasibility, scientific merit, technical merit, commercialization

potential, and can demonstrate an ability to produce a well-defined deliverable prototype will be invited to

submit a D2PhII proposal; all other winners of the prize competition will be invited to submit a Phase I

proposal.  A prototype is defined as a model of something to be further developed, which includes designs,

protocols, questionnaires, software, and devices.  The D2PhII authority allows the Department of Defense

(DoD) to make an award to a small business concern under Phase II of the SBIR program without regard to

whether the small business concern was provided an award under Phase I of a SBIR program.  Proposers

should refer to Section 4, Application and Submission information, of BAA 21.4 for detailed proposal

preparation instructions. Proposals that do not comply with the requirements detailed in BAA 21.4 and the

research objectives of this ASO are considered non-conforming and therefore are not evaluated nor

considered for award.

Phase I and D2PhII proposals in response to this BAA must refer to Appendix A in the BAA 21.4 and 

include the following:  

 Volume 1: Proposal Cover Sheet

 Volume 2: Technical Volume

o Part 1: Justification Documentation (1 page maximum) that will be provided by the Army

Applied SBIR Office after selection as a winner of the xTech|SBIR Waveform Challenge

o Part 2: Technical Objectives and Approach (15 slides maximum) that will be provided by the

Army Applied SBIR Office and Army xTech Program after selection as a winner of the

xTech|SBIR Waveform Challenge

 Volume 3: Cost Volume

 Volume 4: Company Commercialization Report (REQUIRED)

 Volume 5: Supporting Documents
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o Contractor Certification Regarding Provision of Prohibited Video Surveillance and

Telecommunications Services and Equipment (REQUIRED)

o Foreign Ownership or Control Disclosure (Proposers must review Attachment 2: Foreign

Ownership or Control Disclosure to determine applicability.)

o Other supporting documentation (if applicable)

 Volume 6: Fraud, Waste and Abuse Training (REQUIRED)

c. Evaluation of Proposals

Section 5, Evaluation of Proposals, in BAA 21.4 provides detailed information on proposal evaluation and

the selection process for this ASO.

d. Due Date/Time

Full proposal packages (Proposal Cover Sheet, Technical Volume, and Price/Cost Volume inclusive of

supporting documentation) must be submitted via the DoD SBIR/STTR Proposal Submission website per the

instructions outlined in BAA 21.4 Section 4.3 Electronic Submission no later than 12:00 p.m. ET, June 18,

2021.
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Army SBIR 21.4 Topic Index 

A214-005 Waveform Challenge for Tactical Radios 

ARMY 21.4 ASO Announcement 4



A214-005 

TITLE: Waveform Challenge for Tactical Radios 

OBJECTIVE: 

Develop a standardized, open hardware architecture (e.g., Software Communications Architecture (SCA), 

C4ISR Modular Open Suite of Standards (CMOSS), and Modular Open RF Architecture (MORA)) that 

facilitates the decoupling of hardware and associated software-based waveforms, enabling of multi-vendor 

solutions, rapid integration of waveforms, and competitive pricing. 

DESCRIPTION: 

The Army seeks a standardized, open architecture, non-proprietary SDR that may be configured to adapt to 

various waveforms, frequency bands, bandwidths, and modes of operation to support tactical, terrestrial 

communications requirements on the battlefield.  Specifically, they aim to identify and source interoperable, 

platform agnostic solutions to encourage innovation and economies of scale.  Current Army tactical SDRs 

exhibit proprietary hardware and software integration by a single vendor, which reduces potential waveform 

innovation and competitive pricing for future enhancements and upgrades. 

Science and Technology (S&T) intellectual property (IP) providers lack a clear entry point into the Army’s 

SDR value chain.  The Army desires an open hardware architecture that can enable innovative S&T 

development activities to provide rapid demonstrations of new capabilities.  The SDR architecture shall support 

the integration of waveforms, software solutions, and updates. Ideal traits of the hardware architecture and 

supported waveforms include:  

 High-degree of scalability (support complex waveforms) and extended communications range.

 Common commercial off-the-shelf (COTS) components, that are readily available and do not require

custom manufacturing.

 Standard design practices, standard interfaces for software, and Field-Programmable Gate Array

(FPGA) development to abstract platform specifics to the greatest extent possible.

 Use of existing industry standard SDR architectures to the greatest extent possible (e.g., SCA, CMOSS,

and MORA).

 Ability to maximize effective data rate, throughput, and range while operating within established

spectrum guidelines.

PHASE I: 

Develop a standardized, open hardware architecture (e.g., Software Communications Architecture (SCA), 

C4ISR Modular Open Suite of Standards (CMOSS), and Modular Open RF Architecture (MORA) that 

facilitates the decoupling of hardware and associated software-based waveforms, enabling of multi-vendor 

solutions, rapid integration of waveforms, and competitive pricing. 

PHASE II: 

Develop and demonstrate a technically feasible standardized, open radio hardware architecture prototype that 

showcases how the solution addresses the challenges described in the DESCRIPTION of this topic and meets 

or exceeds the OBJECTIVE of this topic. The demonstration shall show the prototype as a proof-of-concept 

in a form-factor compatible with Army uniformed officer staffing and deployment decisions. 

PHASE III: This SBIR would integrate open hardware architecture (e.g., Software Communications 

Architecture (SCA), C4ISR Modular Open Suite of Standards (CMOSS), and Modular Open RF Architecture 

(MORA )) that facilitates the decoupling of hardware and associated software-based waveforms, enabling of 

multi-vendor solutions, rapid integration of waveforms, and competitive pricing. Dual-use should consider 

applications in the hi-tech business sector. 
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KEYWORDS: Waveforms, Tactical Radios, Network, Control and Communications, Software 

Communications, Software-Defined Radios; 

REFERENCES: 

 U.S. Army. (2019). 2019 Army Modernization Strategy: Investing in the Future. Retrieved from:

https://www.army.mil/e2/downloads/rv7/2019_army_modernization_strategy_final.pdf.

 U.S. Department of Defense. (2018). 2018 National Defense Strategy of the United States Summary,

11. Retrieved from: https://www.defense.gov/Portals/1/Documents/pubs/2018-National-Defense-

Strategy-Summary.pdf.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
SMALL BUSINESS INNOVATION RESEARCH (SBIR) PROGRAM 

SBIR 21.4 Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) 

Army Applied SBIR Opportunity (ASO) Announcement 
   

April 1, 2021: ASO issued for pre-release 

April 14, 2021: Army begins accepting proposals 

May 20, 2021: Deadline for receipt of proposals no later than 12:00 p.m. ET 

   
  

  

IMPORTANT 

 
Deadline for Receipt: Proposals must be completely submitted no later than 12:00 p.m. ET, May 20, 2021. 

Proposals submitted after 12:00 p.m. will not be evaluated. The final proposal submission includes successful 

completion of all firm level forms, all required volumes, and electronic corporate official certification.  

 

Classified proposals will not be accepted under the DoD SBIR Program.  

 

This BAA and the Defense SBIR/STTR Innovation Portal (DSIP) sites are designed to reduce the time and cost 

required to prepare a formal proposal. The DSIP is the official portal for DoD SBIR/STTR proposal submission. 

Proposers are required to submit proposals via DSIP; proposals submitted by any other means will be disregarded. 

Proposers submitting through this site for the first time will be asked to register. Effective with this announcement, 

firms are required to register for a login.gov account and link it to their DSIP account. See section 4.14 for more 

information regarding registration.    

 

The Small Business Administration, through its SBIR/STTR Policy Directive, purposely departs from normal 

Government solicitation formats and requirements and authorizes agencies to simplify the SBIR/STTR award 

process and minimize the regulatory burden on small business. Therefore, consistent with the SBA SBIR/STTR 

Policy Directive, the Department of Defense is soliciting proposals as a Broad Agency Announcement. 

 

SBIR/STTR Updates and Notices: To be notified of SBIR/STTR opportunities and to receive e-mail updates on 

the DoD SBIR and STTR Programs, you are invited to subscribe to our Listserv by emailing 

DoDSBIRSupport@reisystems.com.  

 

Help Desk: If you have questions about the Defense Department's SBIR or STTR Programs, please call the DoD 

SBIR/STTR Help Desk at 1-703-214-1333, or email to DoDSBIRSupport@reisystems.com.  
 

Topic Q&A: The Topic Q&A for this BAA opens on April 1, 2021 and closes to new questions on May 4, 2021 at 

12:00 PM ET. Proposers may submit written questions through Topic Q&A at 

https://www.dodsbirsttr.mil/submissions/login or through the SBIR Mailbox at usarmy.pentagon.hqda-asa-

alt.mbx.army-applied-sbir-program@mail.mil. In Topic Q&A, the questioner and respondent remain anonymous 

and all questions and answers are posted electronically for general viewing. Once the BAA closes to proposal 

submission, no communication of any kind with the topic author or through Topic Q&A regarding your submitted 

proposal is allowed. 

  

Questions should be limited to specific information related to improving the understanding of a particular topic’s 

requirements. Proposing firms may not ask for advice or guidance on solution approach and you may not submit 

additional material to the topic author. If information provided during an exchange with the topic author is deemed 

necessary for proposal preparation, that information will be made available to all parties through Topic Q&A. 

Proposing firms are advised to monitor Topic Q&A during the BAA period for questions and answers. Proposing 

firms should also frequently monitor DSIP for updates and amendments to the topics. 
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This Army Applied SBIR Opportunity (ASO) is issued under the Army Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) 

for SBIR/STTR 21.4. All proposals in response to the technical area(s) described herein will be submitted in 

accordance with the instructions provided under 21.4, found here: 

https://beta.sam.gov/opp/b79ded14dcf54451bcfb11bddf5cd259/view?keywords=%22army%20sbir%22&sort=-

relevance&index=opp&is_active=true&page=1. 

 

a. Eligibility 

The eligibility requirements for the SBIR/STTR programs are unique and do not correspond to those of other 

small business programs. Please refer to Section 3.1, Eligible Applicants, of BAA 21.4 for full eligibility 

requirements. 

 

b. Anticipated Structure/Award Information 

Please refer to Section 1, Funding Opportunity Description, provided in BAA 21.4 for detailed information 

regarding SBIR/STTR phase structure and flexibility. For this BAA, Department of the Army will accept Phase 

I proposals for the cost of up to $259,613 for a 6-month period of performance. Proposers should refer to 

Section 4, Application and Submission information, of BAA 21.4 for detailed proposal preparation instructions. 

Proposals that do not comply with the requirements detailed in BAA 21.4 and the research objectives of this 

ASO are considered non-conforming and therefore are not evaluated nor considered for award. 

 

Phase I proposals shall not exceed 5 pages. Phase I commercialization strategy shall not exceed 2 pages. This 

should be the last section of the Technical Volume and will not count against the 5-page limit. Please refer to 

Appendix A of BAA 21.4 for detailed instructions on Phase I proposal preparation. 

 

c. Evaluation of Proposals 

Section 5, Evaluation of Proposals, in BAA 21.4 provides detailed information on proposal evaluation and the 

selection process for this ASO. 

 

d. Due Date/Time 

Full proposal packages (Proposal Cover Sheet, Technical Volume, Price/Cost Volume, and Company 

Commercialization Report inclusive of supporting documentation) must be submitted via the DoD SBIR/STTR 

Proposal Submission website per the instructions outlined in BAA 21.4 Section 4.3 Electronic Submission no 

later than 12:00 p.m. ET, May 18, 2021. 

 

  

https://beta.sam.gov/opp/b79ded14dcf54451bcfb11bddf5cd259/view?keywords=%22army%20sbir%22&sort=-relevance&index=opp&is_active=true&page=1
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Army SBIR 21.4 Topic Index 

 

 

A214-006  Impact Resistant Baseplate  

 

A214-007  Digital High-Energy Neutron Radiography (NR) Detector Panel 

 

A214-008  Development of Novel Miniature Reserve Batteries on the Chip 

 

A214-009  Large Format Color Low Light Level (LLL) Focal Plane Arrays (FPAs) 

 

A214-010  Full Color, Low Power, High Brightness Micro-Display Capabilities 
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A214-006 

 

TITLE: Impact Resistant Baseplate 

      

OBJECTIVE: 

Develop a lightweight cost-effective design for a mortar weapon system baseplate (i.e. of a composite material 

or structure) that handles high impact loading while in contact with soil. 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

Many different systems, cranes, construction equipment, howitzers, etc., use some form of plate structure to 

couple loads to ground.  These structures often consist of a flat plate with spades on the bottom to interface with 

the ground.  The plate is normally connected to the main structure via a strut and ball-and-socket joint allowing 

for the plate to adjust to uneven ground.  This arrangement means that the load can go through the plate at 

various angles. The plate also needs to interact with various soil conditions in addition to loads coming from 

different angles and directions.  This tends to result in very heavy and robust metallic structures, which can be a 

severe detriment to any systems that need to be relocated by hand. For current applications the production 

versions of these plates are made of cast aluminum or a steel weldment. 

 

The Army is looking for lightweight baseplate design that is resistant to the impulse load of the mortar round 

(which can be up to 500 kips of force) and can be made to conform to the plate with spades design.  The 

material and associated fabrication method should also be low cost such that the final baseplates are in the same 

price range as current metal ones (no more than $3000.00 for an M3A2 81mm baseplate and $16,600.00 for a 

M9A1 120mm baseplate).   The system should have a fatigue life at least as good as its metallic counterpart 

(which means it functions correctly for 3,000 firing cycles).  The final space claim of the new ground interface 

plate should also be roughly the same as the old one.  The system weight should be less than the current 

systems, ideally under 20 lbs for an 81mm baseplate and under 100 lbs for a 120mm baseplate. 

 

PHASE I:  

Develop and demonstrate a system that is resistant to impact loading.  Provide the conceptual design or model 

of a ground interface plate that utilizes this material.  Demonstrate that the material is an improvement over the 

standard carbon fiber and epoxy materials (e.g. IM7, Endurance 4505A resin w/ 4506B hardener). The ground 

interface plate design should be able to handle an impact load of 130 kips at a 45 degree angle from the top of 

the plate.  The plate should fit within a 2 ft diameter by 6 inch tall envelope.  The deliverable for this phase will 

be a report detailing the new design. If a new material is proposed a 1 pound sample of the proposed material 

will also be required.   

 

PHASE II: 

Refine the material system and produce the selected design using a process representative of plant-scale 

production manufacturing.  Use the material to fabricate a full-size baseplate and demonstrate that it can survive 

the impulse load.  Calculate fatigue life of the baseplate and show that it exceeds 3000 cycles.  Generate a 

design, including fatigue life, for a second ground interface plate that can survive a 500 kip impulse and fits 

within a 3 ft diameter by 12 inch tall envelope. The material deliverable shall be 10 kg of the developed 

material and the proposed smaller ground interface plate. 

 

PHASE III:  

Finalize the development of a design solution at production level quantities that can be readily implemented on 

existing manufacturing equipment. Non-DoD applications include deep well components, sporting goods, 

fixturing, etc. 

 

BACKGROUND:  

The Army is looking for new lightweight, robust baseplate designs. In 2006 – 2007 a composite ground plate 

was designed mimicking the aluminum design.  It was fabricated using carbon fiber epoxy cloth with 

unidirectional reinforcement (all carbon fibers running in a single, parallel direction) in the spades.  The spades 

and top plate were made separately and later bonded together.  During field tests the leg joints failed under the 

full impulse load. Recently a 3D woven version was developed without a skirt and with five legs.  One design 
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had integral legs and the other had legs that were stitched on.  Both designs failed when subjected to the full 

impulse load during a laboratory test. 

 

KEYWORDS: Carbon composite; Advanced materials; Additive manufacturing; High strength material; 

Mortar; Mortar baseplate  
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A214-007 

 

TITLE: Digital High-Energy Neutron Radiography (NR) Detector Panel  

      

OBJECTIVE: 

Develop an advanced digital detector panel for performing high-energy neutron radiography imaging with high 

spatial resolution, high sensitivity, high signal to noise ratio (SNR), high conversion efficiency and long lifetime 

of use in order to accurately detect defects in ammunition and armaments. 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

The U.S. Army has a need for a state-of-the-art (SOTA) digital detector panel for performing high-energy 

neutron radiography (NR) with energy levels up to 6-8 megaelectronvolt (MeV) average neutron energy. Such a 

commercial detector panel does not currently exist. Over the past decade much time and effort has been 

invested in an electronically produced source of high-energy neutrons for performing NR to great success. It is 

currently available at a commercial facility. This SOTA source requires an equally SOTA detector in order to 

achieve optimal results. Neutron Radiography is now performed by using a detector which is optimized for X-

radiography that is then modified via the addition of a conventional conversion screen, allowing for sufficient 

NR to be performed. Neutron radiography is so important because whereas X-radiography highlights possible 

defects in the high-density components of a munition, neutron radiography highlights defects in the lower 

density regions, even when these lower density regions are obscured by high density steel components. Thus, 

energetic fill and voids, gaskets, O-rings and any low-density components will show up better using NR than 

using traditional X-radiography. This NR technique will serve as an important complement to the current 

traditional X-radiography and will allow for more thorough inspections of ammunition and armaments.  

Requirements for the detector panel include an overall size, weight and power draw that is compatible with the 

current industry standard for an 11”x 17” usable imaging area silicon-based digital detector panel and 

connection to a standard computer for download of images. Long lifetime use equates to at least one (1) year of 

half-time (20 hours beam-on time per 40 hour work week) operation without degradation. Specific requirements 

for high spatial resolution, high sensitivity, high signal to noise ratio (SNR), and high conversion efficiency will 

be determined during Phase I. 

 

PHASE I:  

Phase I will consist of a modeling and feasibility study that will result in laboratory bench top prototype 

conversion screens being manufactured and then demonstrating their performance requirements in a laboratory 

setting. This may require the contractor to have access to a silicon-based digital detector panel, which must be 

arranged by the contractor. It may also require access to a high-energy neutron source, which the government 

can facilitate. The contractor is responsible for providing the prototype detector to the neutron source facility 

and providing any personnel support required. The contractor can assume the facility is Picatinny Arsenal, NJ. 

The main focus of the testing will be to demonstrate and quantify spatial resolution, sensitivity, SNR and 

efficiency. The Phase I Option will finalize the requirements specification to guide development in Phase II. 

 

PHASE II: 

Phase II will further mature the technology to ascertain and weigh any compromises on the requirements so the 

end result is the best possible detector panel. There will be a final demonstration with a high-energy neutron 

source at Picatinny Arsenal, NJ followed by delivery of this final optimized detector panel and conversion 

screen combination to the US Army at Picatinny Arsenal. 

 

PHASE III:  

Phase III will see the incorporation of said detector panel into all US Army NR systems in both laboratory and 

load plant applications. 

 

KEYWORDS: High-energy neutron radiography; Neutron radiography; Digital detector panel; Advanced 

manufacturing; Munitions inspection; 
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A214-008 

 

TITLE: Development of Novel Miniature Reserve Batteries on the Chip 

      

OBJECTIVE: 

Develop a micro-scale reserve battery on-the-chip that can be directly integrated into electronic devices, sensors 

and other power consuming components of munitions. Integration can be a stand-alone battery on the chip, or 

the stored electrical energy can be integrated and reside with the electronics. Solutions must be gun-hardened 

and the performance of the battery on the chip must not be sensitive to spin caused by the firing of munitions. 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

The proposed reserve batteries on-the-chip should be capable of being fabricated in an array of configurations 

and be individually activated to achieve the required power of the various munition components on demand. 

The proposed micro-scale reserve battery on-the-chip technologies must provide multiple voltage outputs and 

multiple current outputs. These outputs must be configurable by means of programming steps as required by the 

host system in order to achieve minimum power loss in voltage conversion and meet multiple power 

requirements in military systems at optimum efficiency. The proposed reserve batteries must also be suitable for 

currently available low-cost mass fabrication techniques.  Recent advancements in high energy density 

electrochemistries has provided the opportunity to develop miniaturizable power supplies to meet a wide range 

of power requirements. Applications for consideration are munitions and fuzing systems which undergo high 

set-back acceleration forces and flight vibrations. Primary sets of applications include large and medium caliber 

munitions (e.g. 30 mm rounds with set-back application up to 100,000G’s).  The power sources needed are 

reserve power sources which must function under spin rates from 15 Hz to 1,000 Hz.  The micro-scale reserve 

batteries may also be activated following events during a munition’s ballistic flight and minimize unexploded 

ordnance and other safety and security issues. It is highly desirable that the proposed micro-scale reserve 

batteries technologies are capable of being manufactured at the end of a Phase 2 for transition to medium and 

large caliber applications. The proposed technology must also demonstrate the capability to maintain at least a 

20-year shelf life, as well as the capability of operating and being stored anywhere in the military temperature 

range of -65 degrees Fahrenheit to 165 degrees Fahrenheit. 

 

PHASE I:  

Conduct a systematic feasibility study of the proposed micro-scale reserve battery on-the-chip technologies and 

their suitability for use in munitions in terms of (a) possibility of being hardened to the firing and flight 

environment; (b) operation in the entire military temperature range of -65 deg. F to 165 deg. F; and (c) shelf-life 

of over 20 years. The study must also address the manufacturing-related issues and show that the batteries can 

be produced with currently available low-cost mass fabrication techniques. The Phase I efforts must also 

include a multi-disciplinary approach to the planning of the efforts needed during the Phase II of the project in 

preparation for the project Phase III.   

 

PHASE II: 

Develop prototypes of micro-scale reserve batteries on-the-chip and demonstrate their performance in powering 

the selected electronic and sensory components that are to be identified by the project Army technical POC 

team during the Phase I of the project. The prototypes must also be tested during the Phase II period for shock 

loading survivability and extreme temperature performance together with an initial study showing a 20-year 

shelf-life capability. 

 

PHASE III:  

This technology would apply to almost all gun-fired munitions, mortars, and rockets. The commercial use could 

apply to the powering of emergency remote sensors and medical devices such as defibrillators. 

 

KEYWORDS: Power; Battery; Micro-scale battery on a chip; Munitions; Miniaturized power; 
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A214-009 

 

TITLE:  Large Format Color Low Light Level (LLL) Focal Plane Arrays (FPAs) 

      

OBJECTIVE: 

The Apache Attack Helicopter Project Management Office (PM) and the Sensors Product Director (PD) is 

seeking advanced state-of-the-art Low Light Level (LLL) color capable cameras with a large format (2,000 

pixels by 2,000 pixels or larger) to address desired capabilities. The objective of this SBIR is the demonstration 

of an advanced large format LLL color camera suitable for insertion into the Apache targeting system (Target 

Acquisition and Designation Sights, Pilot Night Vision System, M-TADS/PNVS). 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

The Apache PM and the Sensors PM is seeking advanced state-of-the-art LLL focal plane arrays (FPAs) to 

address desired capabilities, specifically a color large format LLL (2K x 2K or larger) camera. The LLL system 

would be fused with Forward Looking Infrared (FLIR) imagery of comparable format to provide enhanced 

situational awareness (SA). The color LLL sensor should support targeting by providing the capability to 

capture imagery from lasers, tracers, cultural lights, military lights, etc., which can then be fused with the 

Apache targeting FLIR. With respect to the request for a color LLL sensor, what is desired is a sensor that can 

provide suitable, standard RGB color performance during daytime operations and good low light level 

performance during dusk/dark hours. The objective of this SBIR is the demonstration of the advanced large 

format LLL FPA system as a color camera capable of operating at low light levels. 

 

PHASE I:  

Consider, identify, and evaluate a color LLL sensor that will support targeting by providing the capability to 

capture imagery from lasers, tracers, cultural lights, military lights, etc. With respect to the request for a color 

LLL sensor, what is desired is a sensor that can provide suitable, standard RGB color performance during 

daytime operations and good low light level performance during dusk/dark hours. 

 

PHASE II: 

Develop a working prototype and characterize the phase I camera to be fused with the Apache targeting FLIR. 

A camera of suitable size, e.g. 2K x 2K, to be installed into the existing Apache targeting system is desired, but 

if this is not achievable in this Phase, then a path to insertion should at least be identified. The fusion with the 

FLIR will be accomplished outside this effort. 

 

PHASE III:  

Deliver a color LLL sensor test bed based on the recommendations from Phase II that demonstrates the 

capabilities of the advanced LLL FPA system. Continue to extend the technology to a full pilotage and targeting 

system prototype by optimizing the hardware and software developed in the previous phase. Refine the design 

to minimize size, weight, power and to survive the harsh conditions experienced in a military environment 

(using MIL-STD-810, Environmental Engineering Consideration and Laboratory Tests, as a reference for what 

the equipment will need to withstand across its service life). Create a partnership with industry to manufacture 

the technology. Commercial applications of the technology may include penetrating atmospheric haze for 

determining the health of vegetation, identifying plant species, estimating biomass of vegetation, assessing soil 

moisture, assessing water clarity, or other remote sensing applications. 

 

KEYWORDS: Low Light Level (LLL); Focal Plane Array (FPA); Infrared (IR); Forward Looking Infrared 

(FLIR); Situational Awareness (SA); Fusion; Field of View (FOV); Apache; Rotorcraft; Cockpit; Workload; 

Aviation 

 

BACKGROUND:  

The current Apache Color TV (CTV) assembly only provides color performance during daytime operations. 

Good color low light level performance during dusk/dark hours is also required. The camera will be designed to 

replace the CTV assembly in the Modernized TV Sensor (M-TVS) without requiring modification to the optical 

system or control electronics. 
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substantially modified commercial processes, procedures, practices, and methods.



 

ARMY 21.4 ASO Announcement 5 

A214-010 

 

TITLE: Full Color, Low Power, High Brightness Micro-Display Capabilities  

      

OBJECTIVE: 

Technologies that use micro-light emitting diodes (LEDs) offer the potential for significantly increased 

luminance and efficiency, unlocking new possibilities in high-dynamic-range (HDR), augmented/mixed reality, 

projection, and non-display applications. Organic LEDs (OLEDs) are the technology of choice for VR due to 

their advantages in latency, contrast ratio, and response time. A few commercial augmented-reality (AR) 

displays have demonstrated very compact and lightweight form factors. Seeking input from industry for 

innovative full color display component technology in micro-displays to be integrated into augmented reality 

head/helmet-mounted display systems. Work with an integrator to integrate into a vision system. Demonstrate 

capability to function to display imagery to user with near to eye optics. 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

Micro-display will meet full daylight readability luminescence requirements (>1,000-Foot-lambert />3,400-

Candela per square meter) and night performance (<0.3-fL/<1-nit at 8 bits per color) while using sufficiently 

low power to be applicable to untethered mounts. Consideration of light security and personal protective 

equipment should be included even though this is just the image source.   

Of the specifications listed below; contrast and resolution are considered to be the most important given a 

minimum 65 horizontal degree field of view optic. Operation with a waveguide, prism, reflective visor, and 

other concepts should be considered.   

 

Potential technologies of interest include but are not limited to inorganic LED microdisplays and OLED 

microdisplays with advanced and readily manufacturable approaches for daylight readability luminance levels. 

 

Key requirements include: 

• Display power per channel (at max luminance with 50% pixels driven): less than 1W (T): less than .5W 

(O)  

• Display format resolution: HD demonstrator; 1920x1080/1200 and 4K objective  

• Display addressable gray/color level format: greater than 24 bit RGB (T)  

• Contrast (On/Off): greater than 10,000:1; Checkerboard Contrast: greater than 1,000:1  

• Display gray shades – video (Night): 32 gray shades (no ambient) (T)  

• Display luminance greater than 1,000-fL white (RGB) for day; less than 0.3-fL night  

• Frame rate: greater than 60Hz (Hertz) (T)  

• less than $500/display in quantities in 1000s 

 

PHASE I:  

A low fidelity demonstration of a display that can meet the above requirements. A test plan is required to show 

how the requirements will be met. A thorough explanation/path of how the full capabilities will be met based on 

the demonstration. Deliverable includes demonstration and any ancillary equipment required to drive 

demonstration. A test report is required documenting the results.   

 

PHASE II: 

Develop prototype from Phase I that can be made commercially viable for augmented reality head/helmet 

mounted display systems. A fully functional display prototypes capable of meeting all performance 

requirements above. A Preliminary Design Review (PDR) and Critical Design Review (CDR) at the 

Government’s facility. Both the PDR and CDR shall present a path to full production with cost detailed. 

Deliverable includes five (5) pre-production displays and any ancillary equipment to drive a demonstration with 

commercial video interface such as HDMI. 

 

PHASE III:  

Develop full color display component technology in micro-displays for augmented reality system head/helmet 

mounted display systems. Work with an integrator to integrate into a vision system. Demonstrate capability to 
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function to display imagery to user with near to eye optics. Build twenty (20) production representative systems 

to supply to the Government for final operational testing. 

 

KEYWORDS: Microdisplay; Inorganic LED display; OLED display; Augmented reality; AR; Virtual reality; 

VR; Vision system; High-resolution display; 
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The technology within this topic is restricted under the International Traffic in Arms Regulation 
(ITAR), which controls the export and import of defense-related material and services. Offerors must 
disclose any proposed use of foreign nationals, their country of origin, and what tasks each would 
accomplish in the statement of work in accordance with section 3.5.b(7) of the solicitation.  
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A214-011 

 

TITLE: Picatinny Smart Rail (PSR) Enabler Integration 

      

OBJECTIVE: 

The Picatinny rail (Pic rail) is a military standard rail interface system that provides a mounting platform for 

firearm accessories, such as tactical lights, laser aiming modules, or telescopic sights. The current Family of 

Weapon Sights – Individual (FWS-I) (2) individual thermal weapon sight and Small Tactical Optical Rifle 

Mounted (STORM) (3,4,5) micro-laser rangefinder Program of Record hardware mounts onto today’s Pic rail. 

Each system has its own battery power source and Soldier interface. This SBIR Topic is seeking innovative 

approaches to integrate current FWS-I and STORM hardware to the Picatinny Smart Rail (PSR) standard. 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

The current FWS-I and STORM Program of Record hardware integrates onto today’s Pic rail. Each system has 

its own battery power source and Soldier interface. As the US Army moves toward fielding the new PSR, there 

is the need to develop adapters for current FWS-I and STORM systems to make these two systems compatible 

with the PSR interface, operating system, and electrical power source to minimize size and weight. 

 

PHASE I:  

Investigate the feasibility of developing an adapter(s) to integrate FWS-I Individual Thermal Weapon Sight and 

STORM Micro-Laser Rangefinder with the intelligent PSR. The adapter(s) shall provide the physical mounting 

and electrical power for the respective systems. The adapter(s) shall provide data, imagery, and command and 

control interaction with the PSR operating system for the respective systems.  

 

Phase I will consist of a four-month trade study to determine the feasibility of an adapter(s) to integrate the 

FWS-I and STORM with the PSR. A conceptual design and cost estimate to fabricate one (1) set of adapters 

shall be included in the trade study. This early prototype adapter(s) will be used to demonstrate physical 

integration and static operation. 

 

Phase I shall also include an option to fabricate six (6) sets of adapters for use in early user assessment (EUA). 

The EUA will include a Situational Training Exercise, weapon engagement using Multiple Integrated Laser 

Engagement System (MILES training system), and weapon engagement using live ammunition. The option’s 

period of performance will be three (3) months (month 5 through 8 after contract award). 

 

PHASE II: 

Phase II will consist of the fabrication, integration, contractor test and operational test of the FWS-I and 

STORM adapter(s). A total of twenty (20) sets of adapters will be fabricated. Four (4) sets of adapters will be 

utilized for acceptance and contractor testing to verify the adapter design is mature enough for a Soldier 

Operational Experiment (SOE). Ten (10) sets of adapters will be used during the SOE. Two (2) Infantry Squads 

will be outfitted with five (5) sets of adapters each (Squad Leader, Team Leaders, and Riflemen). Three (3) sets 

of adapters will be reserved as spares. The final three (3) sets of adapters will be utilized for logistic support 

activities. 

 

PHASE III:  

Phase III will be the fielding of FWS-I and STORM adapters for integration with the PSR, and its operating 

system, to Infantry Units to enhance the Warfighter’s situational awareness and actionable intelligence. 

 

KEYWORDS: Picatinny rail system; Rail interface system; Adapter; Hardware integration; Advanced 

manufacturing; 

 

REFERENCES: 

1. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Picatinny_rail 

2. https://asc.army.mil/web/portfolio-item/fws-i/ 

3. https://adsinc.com/product/l3-insight-small-tactical-optical-rifle-mounted-storm-micro-las er-
rangefinder/ 
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4. https://www.harris.com/sites/default/files/storm-slx_l3harris_2pg_r5.pdf 

5. https://www.harris.com/sites/default/files/storm-slx-e_l3harris_r5.pdf 

 

 

  

http://www.harris.com/sites/default/files/storm-slx_l3harris_2pg_r5.pdf
http://www.harris.com/sites/default/files/storm-slx-e_l3harris_r5.pdf
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A214-012 

 

TITLE: Environmental Conditioning of Man-Portable Weapons Systems 

      

OBJECTIVE: 

Develop and design a portable solution capable of evacuating the toxic fumes generated from firing small arms 

weapons inside of an environmental conditioning while maintaining constant temperature and humidity. 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

Man-portable weapon systems (i.e. small caliber weapons systems) are frequently required to demonstrate their 

performance under the harshest environments throughout the Test and Evaluation (T&E) process. Specifically, 

test items are subjected to temperature extremes of -60 to +160°F and humidity ranges of 0 to 100% Relative 

Humidity (RH) while being operated at maximum capacity. These weapon systems are generally manually 

operated and are frequently serviced in the conditioned test space by engineers, technicians, and other test 

personnel. 

 

Controlling the environment to be able to conduct tests in such extremes is inherently challenging and is often 

exacerbated by local climate conditions. For example, maintaining an extremely cold test chamber with low 

humidity would be difficult in a region with naturally high temperatures and high humidity. Further 

complicating the environmental control is the fact that weapon systems emit toxic fumes from the burning of the 

ammunition’s propellant. Without appropriate mitigation, the test space becomes inhospitable to weapon system 

operators and other test personnel. Consequently, a significant percentage of fresh makeup air is required. 

 

To combat these challenges, robust HVACR (Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning, and Refrigeration) 

systems are required. Aside from the initial and ongoing maintenance/repair costs, these systems are not 

especially practical or reliable. These HVACR units and chambers are limited in number and generally fixed in 

their position. This has proven inadequate for current weapons testing demand as it has created scheduling 

conflicts and delays while also limiting the mobility of testing across ranges. The testing issues are further 

compounded by the fact that temperature/humidity extremes are difficult to achieve and maintain because of the 

large volume of fresh makeup air required to maintain safe Carbon Monoxide levels. 

 

The focus of this effort is to develop a solution that facilitates mobile testing of man-portable weapon systems in 

conditioned environments. As such, the following requirements apply: 

 The system shall be fully portable to allow for quick and easy movement between ranges, incorporating 

modular design features where applicable. For example, a complete chamber system with large HVACR 

unit may be fully contained and fixed on trailer or may be designed for operators to disassemble within 

four (4) hours using basic hand tools in the field to load components onto a trailer using a forklift 

 System shall create testing environment with safe operating levels of toxic fumes present in accordance 

with all relevant Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) regulations for up to four (4) 

system operators without use of supplied air system or other lifeline while firing one (1) weapon as 

described below: 

 Temp conditioning of weapon and all ancillary equipment from -60 to +160°F 

 Humidity conditioning of weapon and all ancillary equipment from 0 to 100% RH 

 System shall accommodate additional instrumentation (e.g. thermocouples, pressure sensors, etc.) fitted 

to the weapon system for data acquisition and allow for easy access to that instrumentation by test 

personnel. If applicable, instrumentation ports shall be included  

 System shall be designed to accommodate man-portable weapon systems (i.e. small arms systems, 40-

mm grenade launchers, etc.) at maximum rates of fire up to an hour in continuous duration, and up to 

eight hours per day 

 A fully enclosed chamber space (if applicable) shall have interior space of no less than 15 x 15 x 10-ft 

(L x W x H) 

 A fully enclosed chamber (if applicable) shall accommodate personnel entering/exiting the chamber up 

to five times per hour 
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 A fully enclosed chamber (if applicable) shall provide two firing ports – one for the weapon and one for 

instrumentation/target acquisition 

 System shall not impede access by operators to service the weapon or instrumentation 

 System may be retrofitted to pre-existing Government furnished equipment (e.g. chamber) 

 

PHASE I:  

Research and evaluate current technology and methods for simulating environmental conditions. Adapt findings 

to include the introduction of live fire testing of man-portable weapons into the test space. Hazards due to live 

firing in a confined, conditioned space shall be identified and addressed. Determine if there are existing 

technologies that can be utilized in the design of a system to accomplish the desired outcome. If such a current 

technology and/or method does not exist, develop concept that includes novel technology and/or method or 

improvements upon existing technology and/or method. Potential solutions will be further evaluated and 

developed in Phase II. 

 

PHASE II: 

Select concepts from Phase I shall be further developed and evaluated to determine the best candidate. Efforts 

shall be made to demonstrate each candidate system’s performance, reliability, safety and general compliance 

with the requirements using scientifically backed data including computer models, historical examples/data or 

other appropriate means. A final candidate shall be selected based on these results. The selected candidate 

system shall be extensively modeled to ensure feasibility of design and compliance with requirements. If 

feasible, a scaled or full prototype shall be developed and tested to demonstrate compliance with requirements. 

 

PHASE III:  

A final prototype shall be developed for demonstration to the U.S Government and DoD contractors. While this 

effort intends to satisfy a specific DoD T&E need, this technology could be adapted to various firing range 

facilities across both public and private sectors, potentially saving significant start up and lifecycle costs. 
 

KEYWORDS: HVAC; Portable HVAC; Conditioned test environments; Thermal management; Heating and 

ventilation; Toxic fumes; 

 

REFERENCES:  

1. MIL-STD-810H 

2. OSHA - Toxic Fumes 

3. Toxic Fume Requirements  

4. Propellant Burning Characteristics  

.  
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A214-013 

 

TITLE: Behavioristic Electromagnetic Spectrum Assessment General Learning Engine (BEAGLE) 

      

OBJECTIVE: 

Develop an automated AI-based spectrum interface capability across the White Sands Missile Range (WSMR) 

range that monitors RF signals in order to identify, classify, track and predict detected signals over frequency 

bands for signal interference detection and signals analysis. Currently, when WSMR sends test data across the 

range, there is RF interference that disrupts the data flow. 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

Develop, design, and incorporate AI deep learning tools to enable WSTC to identify and classify RF signals 

within an area of interest.  This effort will provide automatic modulation classification in addition to emitter 

position, navigation, and timing (PNT) information.  BEAGLE is required to track the history of all encountered 

RF devices at WSTC and visualize the history of these previously identified devices.  AI deep learning will 

enable BEAGLE to be self-trained in order to provide automated RF signal trending, prescribe solutions to any 

RF interference, predict expected RF environment behavior, and validate RF test events. 

 

PHASE I:  

In BEAGLE Phase I, a six-month study is proposed for determining the scientific and technical merit and 

feasibility. 

 

PHASE II: 

This phase will further develop the first phase, in which awards shall be made on the scientific, technical, and 

commercial merit of the Phase II proposal. Phase II is the principal research and development effort and is 

expected to produce a well-defined deliverable prototype. This Phase is expected to be a 1-year Phase. 

 

PHASE III:  

This phase intends to provide product/commercialization of the Phase II prototype in which Department of 

Defense (DoD) and/or commercial Applications of SBIR/STTR-funded R&D are developed. This Phase is 

expected to be a one-year phase. 

 

KEYWORDS: RF signal; Signal classification; Machine learning; Artificial intelligence; Modulation 

classification; RF signal trending; RF interference; 

 

REFERENCES: 

1. https://dodcio.defense.gov/Portals/0/Documents/Spectrum/ESS.pdf2: http://www.tssinc.com/high-

bandwidth-networks/ 

2. http://mil-embedded.com/news/dod-signs-agreements-for-spectrum-monitoring-systems/ 

3. https://dodcio.defense.gov/Portals/0/Documents/Spectrum/DoD%20CIO%20Memo%20DoD%20Princi

ples%20on%20MESE%20w-attach.pdf 

4. https://www.electronics-notes.com/articles/radio/rf-mixer/rf-mixing-basics.php 

  

https://dodcio.defense.gov/Portals/0/Documents/Spectrum/ESS.pdf2
http://www.tssinc.com/high-bandwidth-networks/
http://www.tssinc.com/high-bandwidth-networks/
http://mil-embedded.com/news/dod-signs-agreements-for-spectrum-monitoring-systems/
https://dodcio.defense.gov/Portals/0/Documents/Spectrum/DoD%20CIO%20Memo%20DoD%20Principles%20on%20MESE%20w-attach.pdf
https://dodcio.defense.gov/Portals/0/Documents/Spectrum/DoD%20CIO%20Memo%20DoD%20Principles%20on%20MESE%20w-attach.pdf
https://www.electronics-notes.com/articles/radio/rf-mixer/rf-mixing-basics.php
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A214-014 

 

TITLE: Advanced GPS-Based Minefield Detection/Clearance System 

      

OBJECTIVE: 

Investigate and develop a smart digitized map populated with threat data collected by a network of target geo-

location devices that can work in a GPS or GPS-denied/degraded environment for legacy and next generation 

handheld detectors, and for explosive breacher mine detection for targeted neutralization of the explosive hazard 

threat. 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

The U.S. Army has a need for a smart, networked threat map that can be integrated with the handheld mine 

detector as the sensor, and the designated explosive breaching system as the “shooter.” Currently, fielded 

handheld mine and Improvised Explosive Device (IED) detectors do not have GPS or positioning sensors to 

record the location of detected threats. Additionally, current mine detection capabilities are limited, which do 

not allow engagement with specific mine threats. In this effort, data from the handheld detectors will be 

analyzed using artificial intelligence (AI) or advanced algorithms to accurately identify surface laid and buried 

mines. The data will then also be used to populate a threat map that can be utilized by the advanced explosive 

breaching system for selective neutralization of targets. This will greatly reduce the amount of ammunition 

needed to clear a mine field versus creating an area effect across the entire minefield. The digitized threat map 

will also provide Soldiers with situational awareness of existing or neutralized explosive hazard threats on the 

battlefield. 

 

PHASE I:  

Phase I will consist of investigation and evaluation of the combination of artificial intelligence (AI) with 

advanced mine detection algorithm software—the combination of which will undergo laboratory testing. Further 

hardware-in-the-loop testing and laboratory tests will be conducted to integrate the “smart” mine detection 

algorithm software with the explosive breaching system requirements. The results of Phase I will demonstrate 

the integration of the sensor with the explosive breacher. Successful laboratory tests and demonstration will 

conclude Phase I and specific requirements for Phase II will be identified.  

 

PHASE II: 

Phase II will further develop the advanced AI/mine detection software demonstrated in Phase I in a relevant 

environment and demonstrate that the detectors can detect the threat. Phase II will also generate the digital 

threat map of an instigated minefield with accurate locations of the threats, mines, and IEDs. The digitized map 

will interface with the explosive breacher, which will receive and process the inputs from the threat map to 

eradicate all identified threats. 

 

PHASE III:  

Success of Phase II will allow transition of the technology to fielded AN/PSS-14C Mine Detection Systems, 

NXGNHH, Integrated Visual Augmentation System (IVAS), and the Tactical Assault Kit (TAK). 

 

KEYWORDS: Digitized threat map; Mine detection; Data fusion; Object detection; Terrain mapping; Machine 

learning; Artificial intelligence; Classification; 

 

REFERENCES:  

1. Researchers Advance Detection Method for Explosives, U.S. Army DEVCOM Army Research 

Laboratory Public Affairs, 
https://www.army.mil/article/242508/researchers_advance_detection_method_for_explosives  

2. Computational Intelligence in Explosive Hazard Detection, Derek T. Anderson, Stanton R. 

Price, Timothy C. Havens, and Anthony J. Pinar; https://spie.org/news/6239-computational-

intelligence-in-explosive-hazard-detection  

https://www.army.mil/article/242508/researchers_advance_detection_method_for_explosives
https://spie.org/news/6239-computational-intelligence-in-explosive-hazard-detection
https://spie.org/news/6239-computational-intelligence-in-explosive-hazard-detection
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3. Gaskell, S. “IEDs increasingly a U.S. threat” Politico.com. 2012. 

4. Kidwell, T., Jaffke, A. “Naval R&D and Marine Corps Innovation: Advancing assault 

breaching” Marine Corps Gazette. 2014. 

5. Soldiers Test New IVAS Technology Capabilities with Hands On Exercises, Bridgett Siter, 
https://www.army.mil/article/230034/soldiers_test_new_ivas_technology_capabilities_with_hand_on_e

xercises  

6. Army Tactical Assault Kit Always Adapting for New Era, George Seffers, 
https://www.afcea.org/content/army-tactical-assault-kit-always-adapting-new-era  

 

  

https://www.army.mil/article/230034/soldiers_test_new_ivas_technology_capabilities_with_hand_on_exercises
https://www.army.mil/article/230034/soldiers_test_new_ivas_technology_capabilities_with_hand_on_exercises
https://www.afcea.org/content/army-tactical-assault-kit-always-adapting-new-era
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A214-015 

 

TITLE: Stationary Target Indicator Waveforms for Theoretical Active Electronically Scanned Array Antenna 

      

OBJECTIVE: 

The Apache Attack Helicopter Project Management Office (PMO) and the Sensors Product Director (PD) is 

seeking to develop an optimized Stationary Target Indicator (STI) waveforms with a supporting modeling and 

simulation tool set.  The tool set will demonstrate capabilities of a theoretical Active Electronically Scanned 

Array (AESA) antenna to detect stationary ground targets while using the STI waveforms. 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

The Apache Attack Helicopter PMO would like to explore the potential benefits of a type of phased array 

antenna, specifically an Active Electronically Scanned Array (AESA) for the detection of stationary ground 

targets.  An AESA within the Mast Mounted Assembly (located above the rotor) would allow transmission of 

Stationary Target Indicator (STI) waveforms and beam articulation over a target area. STI waveforms and tools 

are needed to establish capabilities and limiting factors of a Fire Control Radar (FCR) with a theoretical AESA.   

 

Waveforms must address both Pulse Width (PW) and Pulse Repetition Frequencies (PRF) optimizations to 

accommodate interference caused by the rotary wing when engagement profiles force the beam to pass through 

the blades.  Waveforms employing multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO) should be considered for generation 

of high resolution, low sidelobes and enhanced orthogonality.  The tools will be employed to optimize the STI 

waveforms in the detection of targets within an area of 300 m cross-range (azimuth angular) by 150 m down-

range in the following modes:  1. Real-Beam Imaging (RBI) and 2. Synthetic-Aperture Radar (SAR).  The 

Apache will be positioned at theoretical altitudes, flight profiles and slant ranges detailed in the table below.   

 

Innovative techniques to distinguish unique target signatures such as variable dwell times (the time an antenna 

beam spends on a target) to improve detection in low signal-to-noise ratio (SNR), wide bandwidths for fine 

range resolution, multiple transmit and/or receive channels, Doppler beam sharpening, radar cross section 

(RCS) pattern matching and others can be used.  The STI waveforms and tools will be used at a minimum to 

define target area coverage, detectable target size, AESA specifications, Flight Profiles (Altitude, Slant Range, 

Velocity, Attitude, Look Angle to Target), and Beam Time on Target requirements.   The optimized STI 

waveforms and tools will support development of combat techniques to be used in stationary target 

engagements in both: 1. RBI and 2. SAR. 

 

Fire Control Radar with Theoretical AESA 

Aperture 8 in H x 22 in W 

Peak TX Power 400 W 

Duty Factor Pulse Compressing Allowed 20 % 

Frequency Ka and Ku 

Polarization  Fully Polarmetric 

Gain 45 dBi 

Minimum Detectable Signal -110 dBm 

Range Resolution 0.3 m 

Doppler Resolution 0.1 m/sec 

Azimuth Beamwidth 0.75 deg. 

Elevation Beamwidth 2 deg. 

Theoretical Altitude, Slant Range and Detections 

Altitude 100-5,000 ft. AGL 

Dismount Detection of 0.75 m2 

Target Location Error of 6 m 

0.5-15km Slant Range 

Vehicle Detection at 10 m2 

Target Location Error of 0.5 m 

0.5-25km Slant Range 

Theoretical Flight Profiles Heading to Target 

Hover at 0 deg. at Altitude and Slant Range 
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Pedal Turns are allowed to enhance cross-range returns 

Head-On at 0 deg. at Altitude and Slant Range 

S Turns Allowed to enhance cross-range returns  

Broadside 90 deg. at Altitude and Slant Range 

Profile Arcs as required 

 

 

PHASE I:  

Develop an initial concept design for prototype STI waveforms for both RBI and SAR modes and manually 

demonstrate the expected results from each waveform.  After the STI waveforms have been completed, 

development of supporting modeling and simulation (M&S) tools may be accomplished.  The modeling tools 

can be existing in-house tools or based on commercially available products and will focus at a minimum on the 

system, battlefield environment and scenario parameters.  The simulation tools can be existing in-house tools or 

based on commercially available products and will at a minimum apply parameters to the waveform under test 

at the following increments: Altitude 100 ft., Slant Range (Dismount 100 m, and Vehicle 100 m) with a focus 

on transmit frequency, polarization and bandwidth, number of antenna subarrays and platform movements.  

FCR radar data may or may not be supplied depending on availability, therefore data sources may be generated, 

or historical data may be used.  The required Phase I deliverables will include a formal report documenting the 

analysis and designs accomplished, STI waveforms, and the proposed M&S tools.   

 

PHASE II: 

The adapted M&S tools used in Phase I will be optimized into a standalone software tool set to support the 

enhancement of the prototype STI waveforms with emphasis on the STI in RBI and SAR modes.  The tool set 

will exercise the STI waveforms with input signatures of stationary ground target within clutter using signal 

simulation, signature databases, or collected data depending on availability.  Results will be documented, and 

adjustments made to the prototype waveforms as signal extractions are accomplished.  This process will result 

in enhanced STI waveforms for the detection of stationary ground target in clutter while in RBI and SAR 

modes.  The desired Phase II result is a demonstration to substantiate the operation and capabilities of the 

waveforms and tool set.  The required Phase II deliverables will include a formal report, enhanced STI 

waveforms, and the optimized tool set.   

 

Classified proposals are not accepted under the DoD SBIR Program. In the event DoD Components identify 

topics that will involve classified work in Phase II, companies invited to submit a proposal must have or be able 

to obtain the proper facility and personnel clearances to perform Phase II work. 

 

PHASE III:  

In Phase III the vendor will work with PM Apache and the prime contractors to integrate the STI waveforms 

into a prototype FCR employing an AESA.  The goal is to mature the STI waveforms and tool set to develop 

real world combat flight profiles and system configurations, which will be used to perform in-flight 

demonstrations.  It is envisioned that an approach of increasing complexity will be used.  The initial step is to 

develop RBI and SAR flight profiles and radar configurations for simplistic target engagements to test the 

optimized STI waveforms.  The next step will be to develop progressively more complex RBI and SAR flight 

profile and system configurations for more difficult target engagements to completely test the optimized STI 

waveforms.  During each iteration compare flight test results to the results produced by to M&S tool set and 

evaluate the differences to determine if the waveforms or tool set require modification.  Any changes to the STI 

waveforms or tool set would be documented and presented to the government.  

 

In the longer-term, the desire is to potentially integrate this technology onto current and/or future Army 

rotorcraft radars, such as Future Vertical Lift radars or the AH-64 Apache Fire Control Radar.  The waveforms 

and accompanying tool set can be used in the digital evolution of target extraction techniques from high noise 

environments in military and civilian for applications (i.e. perimeter security, terrain mapping, advanced 

nonvisual point to point navigation in denied GPS environments and terrain avoidance).  Also, the modeling and 

simulation tool set is not limited to RF-derived signal strings. Other commercial applications may include 
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detection and processing of any sub-clutter signals as seen medical scanning, atmospheric anomaly, and 

industrial object detection. 

 

KEYWORDS: Active Electronically Scanned Array; Stationary Ground Targets; Radar; Multiple-Input 

Multiple-Output; Low Signal-To-Noise; Clutter; Target Signatures; Real-Beam Imaging; Synthetic-Aperture 

Radar; Doppler Beam Sharpening; 

 

REFERENCES: 

1. Onart and Arikan, "Simulation of Real Beam Ground Mapping Mode of a Pulsed Radar," 2006 IEEE 

14th Signal Processing and Communications Applications, Antalya, 2006, pp. 1-4. 

2. L. Zhang, Y. Yu, T. Xu and J. Zhang, "Simulation of Airborne Radar Real Beam Ground Map Based on 

Digital Terrain," 2013 International Conference on Computational and Information Sciences, Shiyang, 

2013, pp. 26-29. 

3. X. Zhang, M. He, Z. He, H. Su and J. Zhang, "Research on mono-pulse forward-looking imaging 

airborne radar system," IET International Radar Conference 2013, Xi'an, 2013, pp. 1-3. 

4. Y. Zhang, D. Mao, Q. Zhang, Y. Zhang, Y. Huang and J. Yang, "Airborne Forward-Looking Radar 

Super-Resolution Imaging Using Iterative Adaptive Approach," in IEEE Journal of Selected Topics in 

Applied Earth Observations and Remote Sensing, vol. 12, no. 7, pp. 2044-2054, July 2019. 
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A214-016 

 

TITLE: Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) Full Motion Video (FMV) Enhancement 

      

OBJECTIVE: 

Develop a capability to help the MQ-1C Gray Eagle (a medium-altitude, long-endurance unmanned aircraft 

system) Payload Operators improve situational awareness (SA) and increase intelligence gathering efficiency to 

ultimately reduce workload. The desired capability would provide additional geography features, map overlays, 

known targets identifications, and user generated markings on the Full Motion Video (FMV) received at the 

unmanned aircraft system’s Ground Control Station. This capability will be used to facilitate intelligence 

capture, Pattern-of-Life notifications, or to become part of a user-generated Database that provides information 

to operators that are surveilling an area. 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

MQ-1C Gray Eagle is an important Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance (ISR) platform for the 

United States Army. The capture of intelligence products is labor intensive for the MQ-1C Gray Eagle Payload 

Operator. During the typical ISR mission, the Gray Eagle Payload Operator is often task saturated while also 

conducting radio communication with ground units. A seamless capability that would allow for quick tagging of 

Points of Interest, overlay of key geographical features (roads, buildings of interest), and integration of targeting 

/ Field of View algorithms would reduce the amount of workload required of the operator. Other desired 

capabilities are quick intelligence capture by automatic creation of a quad chart that would detail graphical 

details, technical details (how many, how much, Pattern-of-Life), and other relevant details. 

 

Useful information quickly accessible on the FMV would be an overlay road names, past events of military 

interest, high granularity coordinates, enemy or friendly locations, and past observation reports. This capability 

when complete will support added resiliency for Army and Multi-Domain Battle (MDB) mission threads in a 

contested environment. Once complete, this capability could be scaled for use in other Army systems. 

 

PHASE I:  

Determine the feasibility of adding real-time or near real-time information overlays to the FMV stream that is 

displayed to the Gray Eagle Payload Operators inside the Ground Control Station. The feasibility study should 

address the key components and technologies required to implement this capability. The proposed system 

should be modeled to benchmark the processing performance required to support the application and include an 

analysis of the latency. 

 

PHASE II: 

In Phase II, a prototype of the system will be developed and demonstrated in a laboratory environment. MQ-1C 

Gray Eagle has a Golden Full Motion Video set from a flight test from a CONUS test facility. The software 

application would process this mission representative Full Motion Video feed to demonstrate the capability to 

add information to the FMV to enhance the Operator’s SA and reduce workload. The demonstration will 

provide an understanding of relevant data and help develop soldier requirements to provide a relevant capability 

once integrated into the MQ-1C Gray Eagle. As a potential follow-on, Product Manager Endurance Unmanned 

Aircraft Systems (MQ-1C Gray Eagle) has a lab environment that would allow for quick integration and 

assessment of the software application. 

 

PHASE III:  

In Phase III, the Army desires to pursue a fully-qualified capability for integration and testing in the MQ-1C 

Gray Eagle System. Training Materiel will be required to attach this application to the MQ-1C Gray Eagle 

software product line. In addition, the Army requires Defense Information System Agency (DISA) Certification 

to install the software application on military computing systems. 

 

It is also envisioned that the FMV enhancement could be paired with the pre-existing Vision Based Navigation 

(VBN) onboard the UAV to provide a synergistic effect. Product Manager Endurance Unmanned Aircraft 

Systems (MQ-1C Gray Eagle) has a Vision Based Navigation (VBN) flight test program underway that could 

potentially facilitate this assessment. 
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In the commercial sector, the FMV enhancement could be useful for the law enforcement and homeland security 

domains, or in any application where there is a need for increased situational awareness. 

 

KEYWORDS: Augmented Reality; Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS), Motion Imagery; Full Motion Video; 

Vision Based Navigation; Geographic Information System Mapping; Ground Control Station; Intelligence; 

Surveillance; and Reconnaissance (ISR); 

 

REFERENCES: 

 DISA (https://www.disa.mil/) 

 STANAG-4586 

 STANAG-4609 

 Motion Imagery Standards Board https://gwg.nga.mil/misb/ 

 NATO STANAGs: https://nso.nato.int/nso/nsdd/listpromulg.html 

 

  

http://www.disa.mil/)
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A214-017 

 

TITLE: Pandemic Entry and Automated Control Environment (PEACE)  

      

OBJECTIVE: 

Current Department of Defense force protection capabilities require the physical handling of Common Access 

Cards (CAC) and other DoD-issued identification cards. This process results in the physical handling of cards 

which are known vectors of diseases and which can result in large percentages of personnel being exposed. This 

is issue is specifically pertinent to bases and installations such as the Pentagon, military bases, and highly 

secured special facilities. Pandemic Entry & Automated Control Environment (PEACE) utilizes the metadata 

already collected and stored on CAC cards and related databases to facilitate rapid and seamless entry capability 

with the additional utility of providing both entry as well as internal control of personnel distribution and 

activities. In time, this capability could further be leveraged to promote network security as well as control of 

weapons and their platforms under respective programs of record. 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

Current identity management requires having a physical card (something you have) which is subject to 

compromise and in a pandemic environment results in a significant risk to the population that is to be protected. 

PEACE leverages biometric (something you are) and other metadata (something you know, i.e. password) 

already collected, so that entry operations to bases and installations can be conducted safely and the military’s 

mission successfully accomplished. 

 

Use of PEACE provides real-time validation of persons at the entry point location as well as within the 

installation and various facilities. 

 

PHASE I:  

Provide a white paper outlining a strategy towards gaining this capability that leverages current CAC card 

metadata (including biometrics) and other respective metadata. To the extent possible, the approach should 

comply with open standards and leverage existing infrastructure to include sensors currently employed for entry 

operations. The goal should be to increase throughput of personnel at entry points by order of magnitude over 

existing procedures while increasing safety and security. It is permissible to leverage other electronic systems 

commonly carried by military and governmental personnel. However, such leverage should not affect standard 

entry during degraded operations (i.e. failure of electrical system, cellular network, etc.).  

 

PHASE II: 

Successfully demonstrate the system's capabilities at an entry point as well as within the base/facility on a 

military installation. 

 

PHASE III:  

The objective is a flexible system of identification that is not reliant on something one is carrying and that 

provides a comparable or superior level of protection while providing scalable, reliable and smarter DoD force 

protection capabilities. This capability will be used across DoD and governmental agencies and would apply for 

commercial and general public use without compromising any aspect of the privacy or security of the process or 

participating individuals. Objective capabilities would be used to secure access to sensitive/classified areas, 

access and operations of critical weapons/respective platforms, and homeland protection in urban areas. 

Commercial applications include venues such as Disney World where annual passes are sold as well as major 

sporting events whose tickets are subject to counterfeiting. 
 

KEYWORDS: Biometrics; meta data; force protection; entry control sensors; 
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A214-018 

 

TITLE: Recognition Biometric Camera System 

      

OBJECTIVE: 

Design and build a biometric recognition camera system to be integrated with the pre-existing Automated 

Installation Entry (AIE) system for deployment at Army installation Access Control Points (ACPs). The camera 

system can see through the windshield of approaching vehicles in various weather conditions during the day and 

nighttime and will also be used to report security alerts. 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

A growing demand for biometric recognition software is driving development of the technology as agencies like 

TSA employ this capability to automate the identity and boarding pass verification process at their airport 

checkpoints. The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) studied the biometric recognition 

performance of 189 algorithms from 99 different manufacturers and reported varying degrees of performance. 

Advances in high resolution image cameras and identity analytics software are closing the performance gap with 

respect to errors encountered in the visual spectrum and illumination changes. 

 

The current effort would use existing technology to develop a facial recognition system that has the capacity to 

detect passengers in a moving vehicle and compare the captured image of the driver to a photo gallery of pre-

approved users. The results would be displayed to the guard with a photo of the driver indicating an access 

granted or access denied response in time to allow uninterrupted vehicle traffic flow for approved users. The 

system would be used 24/7, day and night, and in a variety of weather conditions. 

 

PHASE I:  

Develop an overall system design that includes specifications of the high-resolution cameras and recognition 

technology. System metrics include: 

 Agnostic: Platform agnostic capability supports 3rd party systems or access control systems 

 Scalable: Scalable architecture to support hundreds of thousands of photo records 

 Data: Ability to leverage existing biometric data and user profile information 

 Mobile: Ability to leverage guard force’s handheld wireless devices to collect, search, match, and 

display results 

 Field of view: Programmable 

 Resolution: >= 1600 x 1200 pixels 

 Stand-off Distance: 5 – 15m 

 Size: <= 143mm x 36mm (Mounted/positioned at vehicle lane allowing unobstructed view of 

oncoming traffic by the guard). 

 Authentication: Authenticate the identity of multiple people grouped together.   

 

PHASE II: 

Develop and demonstrate a prototype system in a realistic environment. Conduct testing of an autonomous 

system to prove feasibility over extended operating conditions. The Government will provide access to a 

designated vehicle lane for setup, testing, and demonstration. Power source of 110V will be made available at 

the vehicle lanes. System metrics include: 

 Image capture: Capture a facial image through the windshield of the approaching vehicle at a speed of 

no less than 5 mph up to 10 mph 

 Accurate: 100% accuracy 

 Processing Speed: <= 500 millisecond search and retrieval time 

 Authentication: Authenticate the identity of vehicle occupants 

 Data Metrics: 

 Number of facial captures: daily and cumulative totals 

 Number of facial matches and percentage: daily and cumulative totals 

 Match Accuracy: 100% 

 Throughput rate per minute: 10 or greater 
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 Average system response time 

 

PHASE III:  

This system could be used in a broad range of military and civilian security applications where automatic entry 

are necessary – for example, in installation protection operations or in enhancing security in industrial facilities. 

 

KEYWORDS: Cameras; Identity analytical software; Digital image; Video frame; 
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A214-019 

 

TITLE: Biometric Data Cleansing 

      

OBJECTIVE: 

Resolve biometric data issues in the current authoritative biometrics database, the Department of Defense’s 

Automated Biometric Identification System (DoD ABIS), through the development of a machine learning 

software application to identify errors and improve data quality, increasing speed and accuracy of responses to 

match requests. 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

For the purposes of this SBIR topic, biometrics refers to face, finger, iris, palm, latent images resident in the 

authoritative biometric data base systems. Cleansing refers to the deduplication of identity records, image 

(image = all/each modality) identification, image to field type association, image rotation analysis, image 

quality analysis, image spoofing, missing image analysis, and highest quality identification (per biometric). 

 

DoD ABIS, the authoritative data base, is required to accept all encounter submissions from across the DoD for 

inclusion within the biometric data set. Much of this input is from old and nearing obsolescence, legacy 

collection systems that do not limit inputs that are incorrect or limit in any meaningful way based on image 

capture quality. For this reason, the authoritative data base includes a large number of biometric records with 

errors, missing data, or low-quality images. This poor quality data uses valuable computing resources as well as 

results in a higher number of “yellow” matches which require a human examiner to review the request as well as 

to manually determine if there is or is not a match in the biometric data within the data base and the request. 

 

This issue will remain unresolved until all the legacy collection systems are displaced from the force. For that 

reason, a long term (3-5 year time horizon) solution is required to first, cleanse the data, and second, to continue 

to assess all incoming data, in order to rank and associate a data quality score for all images in the data base. As 

the old systems are removed from use in the field, data quality through the enforcement of collection quality 

thresholds which can be set on current COTS/GOTS (commercial/government off-the-shelf) collection systems. 

 

This will greatly improve system matching results and reduce the number and type of requests that require 

manual examination by the operations division examination team. This will in return also reduce the 

examination team’s backlog and greatly increase their ability to respond to the smaller number of inquiries that 

will require manual adjudication by the human examiner. 

 

PHASE I:  

The objective of this Phase is to design a concept for a set of machine learning tools to rate, rank and associate a 

data quality score for all images in the data base. Required Phase I deliverables include a determination of the 

feasibility for development of a prototype in Phase II, along with a preliminary design of the prototype which 

can rate and rank at least one of the several modalities of biometric image. Phase I deliverables include a plan 

for practical deployment of the proposed software applications including phases for the design, development 

and testing of a full suite of machine learning software for the initial data cleansing. Define the proposed 

concept and develop key component technological milestones in the design, development and testing of a 

continuous “triage” capability that will can rate, rank and categorize biometric data against all biometric 

modalities. 

 

PHASE II: 

The Phase II objective is to realign systems performance based on the output and the metrics associated to the 

data reclassification conducted in Phase I. Required Phase II deliverables include a functional prototype which 

can rate and rank at least one of the several modalities of biometric image. Demonstrate the prototype in 

accordance with the demo success criteria developed in Phase I for a single modality prototype. Required Phase 

II deliverables will also include expansion of the Phase I prototype design to cover all biometric modalities 

found within encounter-based records of the DoD ABIS authoritative data base. Phase II deliverables will 

include a detailed plan for the testing of additional modality cleansing as well as milestone proposal for the 

complete cleansing of the existing data set, as well as the milestone plan elements of the software applications 
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that will continuously “triage” all new biometric data submitted to the authoritative data base. 

 

PHASE III:  

The desired end state is the successful development of a machine learning algorithm that can rate, rank and 

categorize biometric data against all biometric modalities, which will directly impact the success of two Army 

Programs of Record (POR). Until collection devices are fielded across the Army and the DoD that can check 

biometric quality at the point of capture, the biometric data base will continue to be contaminated with poor 

quality biometric images and other data quality issues that hinder optimal performance of search algorithms for 

matching of biometrics. 

 

A resident set of machine learning tools, that assess biometric quality of records as they enter the authoritative 

repository will provide a higher level of overall data quality and increase the timeliness and accuracy of 

biometric match requests from all DoD users that access the authoritative biometrics repository (ABIS 1.2/3 

Army POR).  

 

Until the authoritative data base is cleansed of incomplete, incorrect and poor-quality data, human examiners 

will be required to adjudicate match requests that would otherwise be addressed through the transaction 

manager and current matching algorithms. System performance, regardless of investments in new hardware, and 

software are limited in their ability to improve systems metrics without data cleansing as described herein. 

 

The proposed solution should incorporate COTS/GOTS to the maximum extend to aid in the speed of 

development and deployment of a complete software solution that addresses current data in the 

authoritative data base as well as the ongoing “triage” of data from old Army legacy devices still in use for 

biometrics capture. 

 

KEYWORDS: Biometrics; Modality; Face; Finger; Iris; Palm; Latent images; Authoritative biometric data 

base; 
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A214-020 

 

TITLE: Correlation of Detected Objects from Multiple Sensor Platforms 

      

OBJECTIVE: 

Research methodologies, frameworks, and processes to ingest, process, and correlate object detections and 

tracks from multiple imaging sensors including but not limited to ground, aerial, and overhead imagery and 

video. Outputs from the proposed study and eventual system will enable improved accuracy and confidence of 

detections as well as location across the ever-increasing number of sensors employed by Army Force Protection 

Systems (FPS). 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

Army Force Protection Systems (FPS) currently employs ground-based video sensors for situational awareness 

around bases; however, there exist multiple other forms of video and imagery-based systems that can provide 

additional situational awareness and intelligence to operators and commanders. With these additional data 

sources comes the possibility for improved accuracy of detections, tracks, and geolocation of objects of interest. 

This SBIR is intended to study (Phase I) how current detections are used, how to add additional data sources, 

and analytic products and produce a software prototype (Phase II) to improve correlation across the data sources 

identified in Phase I. 

 

PHASE I:  

Conduct a study on current use of analytics and type of sensors used in current systems deployed by FPS to 

determine additional sensor types that can be incorporated in Phase II along with architecture diagrams of data 

flow, possible outputs, and how to increase accuracy of analytics with the option to develop an initial software 

prototype design.   

 

PHASE II: 

This phase will produce a software prototype based on the Phase I study and outcomes. It is expected that the 

system will define an architecture and/or framework in order to ingest analytic products (i.e., metadata) and 

correlate the products from multiple sensor types and sensor modalities (e.g., aerial, ground, tower, etc.). It may 

be necessary to develop additional computer vision and machine learning algorithms in order to be able to 

determine that an object is the same object from multiple sensor platform perspectives (e.g., between a ground 

sensor and an overhead system). The prototype developed under Phase II can be run on already collected data to 

prove out the concept but is desired to be run in real time during Phase III. 

 

PHASE III:  

The end-state of the proposed research is a system that can improve upon the current baseline of sensor systems 

and analytic products used by FPS to improve upon the understanding of operators using deployed systems. 

During Phase III, the software prototype is desired to be matured to run in real time on multiple data sources 

(greater than two) and integrated with FPS programs. 
 

KEYWORDS: Computer Vision; Machine Learning; Force Protection; Multi-INT Correlation; Analytics; 

 

REFERENCES: 

1. Ghaffary, S. (7 Feb 2020). “The Smarter Wall: How drones, sensors, and AI are 
patrolling the border.” Vox.com. URL: 
https://www.vox.com/recode/2019/5/16/18511583/smart-border-wall-drones-sensors-ai (last 
accessed: 16 Jun 2020) 

2. H.-X. Yu, A. Wu, and W.-S. Zheng. (2019) Unsupervised person reidentification by 
deep asymmetric metric embedding. TPAMI (DOI 10.1109/TPAMI.2018.2886878). 

3. J. Wang, X. Zhu, S. Gong, and W. Li. (2018) Transferable joint attribute-identity deep 
learning for unsupervised person reidentification. CVPR. 

4. Wang, Jingjing, Jiang, Chunxiao, Han, Zhu, Ren, Yong, Maunder, Robert G. and Hanzo, 
Lajos (2016) Cooperative distributed unmanned aerial vehicular networks: Small and mini 
drones. IEEE Vehicular Technology Magazine, 1-18. (In Press) 

https://www.vox.com/recode/2019/5/16/18511583/smart-border-wall-drones-sensors-ai


 

ARMY 21.4 ASO Announcement 5 

5. Z. Zhong, L. Zheng, Z. Luo, S. Li, and Y. Yang. (2019) Invariance matters: Exemplar 
memory for domain adaptive person re-identification. CVPR 

6. Zhang, S., Staudt, E., Faltemier, T., et al. (2015) A camera network tracking (CamNeT) dataset 
and performance baseline. In: IEEE Winter Conference on Applications of Computer Vision 
(WACV) 
 
The technology within this topic is restricted under the International Traffic in Arms 
Regulation (ITAR), which controls the export and import of defense-related material and 
services. Offerors must disclose any proposed use of foreign nationals, their country of 
origin, and what tasks each would accomplish in the statement of work in accordance with 
section 3.5.b(7) of the solicitation.  

 

  



 

ARMY 21.4 ASO Announcement 5 

A214-021 

 

TITLE: Multi-spectrum Combat Identification Target Silhouette (MCITS) 

 

OBJECTIVE: 

Design and develop a technology approach/solution to create and provide realistic multi-spectral (i.e. infrared 

(IR), radar, Identification of Friend/Foe (IFF), electro-magnetic (EM), etc.) and other visual Combat 

Identification signatures in support of the live fire training domain. The capability must support armor and 

aviation gunnery training doctrine. The capability must be modular, low cost to procure and maintain and most 

importantly, not damaged by live fire engagements against the silhouettes. 

 

DESCRIPTION:  

During combat vehicle and aviation live fire gunnery training events, there hasn’t been technology to provide 

accurate hostile/neutral/friendly multi-spectral representations to the training unit. Current training dogma does 

not allow the training unit to utilize all of the resources and capabilities of the combat systems to maximize 

training opportunities. This technology will: 

• Align to the train as you fight philosophy 

• Provide radar reflectivity signatures  

• Provide electro-magnetic signatures/responses 

• Provide real-time infrared/thermal signatures 

• Incorporate Identification of Friend/Foe (IFF) responses to interrogations 

 

The technology will allow the target silhouettes to provide realistic representation of actual vehicles across 

multi-spectral tactical equipment.  The target silhouette should ‘look’ like the real vehicle relative to radar 

reflectivity, infrared signatures, electro-magnetic signatures, and IFF responses.   

 

Since the training ranges, and target systems support many training events, the technology must allow for the 

programming of effects/responses. The same silhouette must be able to replicate a T-72, a battel tank,  in one 

training event and a Stryker, a helicopter, in the next with nothing more than software parameter modifications. 

The dynamic configuration of the target silhouettes will enable active links between Live Fire Training and the 

Synthetic Training Environment (STE). This will allow STE enabled training systems to 'drive' the threat 

representations without need for live fire training range reconfiguration. 

 

The technology solution will be utilized worldwide within the open air live fire training environments 

throughout a year (exposed to rain, snow, solar effects, wind, dust, etc.). The technology solution will be 

permanently installed in a target emplacement. Currently, Armor Live Fire Target Silhouettes are utilized on 

approximately 200 ranges; with 30 systems each with the silhouettes replaced every 20 days (10 times a year). 

 

The technology and research elements should utilize a Modular Open System Approach (MOSA) toward 

fulfillment of the performance objectives; could be one box or many as long as interoperability is achieved. 

 

The S&T of the effort is the mechanism, processes, and approaches to achieve the effects.  The solution(s) must 

support an eventual safety certification. Space limitations will apply, and will be driven to the space available 

within a live fire target emplacement (refer to TC 25-8 and CEHNC 1110-1-23). No hazardous materials will be 

used within the approach or solution.   

 

The design must support normal training operations of three to five days between maintenance actions (number 

of actuations will vary by training event and signature replication). 

 

PHASE I: 

Determine the feasibility and approach of developing a modular multi-spectrum Combat Identification Target 

Silhouette (MCITS) solution. The study shall explore and determine the solutions for creating the realistic 

signatures for the multi-spectrum elements. The study shall determine the design capacity based on the various 

training use cases, and develop the design approach to ensure training requirements can be supported. The study 

shall consider the environmental impacts and ballistic protection schemas as required. 



 

ARMY 21.4 ASO Announcement 5 

PHASE II: 

Continuation and realization of the research and development constructs investigated during Phase I.  The Phase 

II efforts will focus on the lab development of proof of principle concepts supporting the generation of realistic 

multi-spectral signatures.  The individual modular elements will be integrated together to ensure compatibility 

of the technologies into a singular prototype solution. 

 

Develop a prototype Modular Combat Identification Target Silhouette (MCITS) technology solution for 

integration with existing FASIT Stationary Armor Target (SAT) and Moving Armor Target (MAT) Presentation 

Devices (i.e., target lifters). At a minimum, the prototypes will consist of one each frontal and flank target 

silhouette.  The prototype will demonstrate the technology’s ability to create accurate multi-spectral responses 

back to the training unit/vehicle/airframe in support of threat and combat identification based on scenario 

parameters.  The prototype will demonstrate the technology’s ability to align with the Live Training 

Transformation (LT2) product line in terms of common command and control (via Service Oriented 

Architecture (SOA) interfaces/contracts).   

 

The prototype demonstration of the technology will be performed at an existing Army live fire training range 

prior to the completion of the Phase II activities. The expectation is to achieve a Technology Readiness Level 

(TRL) 6 upon Phase II completion. 

 

PHASE III: 

Transition technology to the Army Program of Record (POR) called Future Army System of Integrated Targets 

(FASIT). The technology would be viable for both digital and non-digital ranges, and other live fire training 

ranges where accurate multi-spectral target representations are required to support combat identification. The 

developed technology would have applicability to both the force-on-force training domain, and live fire test and 

evaluation environments. 

 

To the maximum extent practicable, models should leverage Synthetic Training Environment (STE) 

representations, or be driven by them in a training event. 

 

Commercial applications include gaming and law enforcement applications. 

 

KEYWORDS: Multi-spectrum; Infrared signature; Radar signature; Electro-magnetic signature; Thermal 

signature; Target silhouette; Combat Identification 
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A214-022 

 

TITLE: Immersive Gaming of C5ISR Training and Testing 

 

OBJECTIVE: 

Develop and demonstrate a material solution to provide adaptive, scalable, cost effective training and testing 

to improve the Command, Control, Communication, Computers, Cyber, Intelligence, Surveillance and 

Reconnaissance (C5ISR) system operations for the Army's Signal Soldiers. 

 

DESCRIPTION:  

The desired solution at completion will significantly improve (or revolutionize) the network systems training 

and testing (TT) for the Warfighters, and enable the adaptive, scalable and cost-effective TT to keep pace 

with the rapid advance of the technology. The solution will address planning, installing, operating, and 

maintaining techniques, tactics, and procedures (TTPs) in the area of NetOps as well as the test and 

evaluation (T&E) on the hardware (HW) and software (SW) and other human machine interface (HMI) 

functions. The solution will provide immersive 3D simulated tactical network systems, address both 

individual and collective tasks as well as a variety of common challenging scenarios faced by the Warfighters 

to enable warfighters to be trained and use the latest HW/SW in the simulated operational environment. The 

solution will use a Modular Open Systems Architecture (MOSA) to enable integration of 3rd party vendors 

and Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) to produce software modules for their respective network 

systems. The desired solution will enable users to set battle space scenarios, training collaboration between 

multiple-users, training with the latest HW/SW packages just clicks away, assess the HW and SW 

capabilities and provide the near-real time operational feedbacks to improve the products, shorten the product 

development-testing-training-fielding cycles, and ultimately reduce the field support costs for training and 

fielding through reduction of field support engineers. 

 

PHASE I: 

The Phase One deliverable will be: 

 A comprehensive white paper describing: 

o Key C5ISR systems and the key operational parameters 

o Critical scenarios and variables of the scenarios encountered by signal soldiers 

o How learning objectives will be measured 

o The software requirements and software architecture that will meet the requirements 

o The hardware to be used and how it addresses size, weight, and power (SWAP) constraints 

 A limited prototype demonstration 

 

PHASE II: 

Develop and demonstrate a prototype solution that can be executed by users at Soldier Touch Points for 

feedback back into the system. Phase Two deliverables will include: 

 Prototypes that have: 

o Key C5ISR systems with configurable parameters that can be tested for accuracy 

o Configurable scenarios representing common challenges for signal soldiers 

o Both training mode and testing mode 

o Achieve a Technology Readiness Assessment of TRL 5 

 Product documentation detailing the design of the prototype and Monthly Progress reports. The 

reports will include all technical challenges, technical risks, and progress against the schedule. 

 Test reports detailing solution effectiveness 

 Proposed Phase III Schedule 

 

 



 

ARMY 21.4 ASO Announcement 5 

 

 

 

 

PHASE III: 

Develop and demonstrate a multiplayer C5ISR solution, demonstrate a solution that simulates scalable 

training and testing. Phase Three deliverables will include: 

 Prototype that includes: 

o Key C5ISR systems with configurable parameters that can be tested for accuracy 

o Has configurable scenarios representing common challenges for signal soldiers 

o Has both training mode and testing mode 

o Has the ability to measure trainee progress as well as recommend practice scenarios 

o Uses a MOSA architecture 

 Demonstration of the prototype of the C5ISR systems 

 Test report detailing solution performance 

 Product documentation detailing the functions and operations of the prototype 

 Productization readiness report which presents any remaining design or implementation issues with 
respect to suitability to deploy 

 Monthly Progress reports. The reports will include all technical challenges, technical risks, 
and progress against the schedule 

 

KEYWORDS: Training; Planning; C5ISR; Network; Signal; Cyber; Netops; Radios 

 

BACKGROUND: 

Current NetOps training and testing activities are cumbersome, costly, long cycles and not adaptive to the 

hardware (HW) and software (SW) releases on the Army Command, Control, Communication, Computers, 

Cyber, Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance (C5ISR) network systems or the fast pace of the 

technology improvement. Signal Soldiers do not have the capability to master their cyberspace operations 

skills by practicing operational planning, IOM, and Battle Drills on a tactical network. Nor do they have the 

ability to train on the network with realistic operational scenarios. In addition, the operational test feedback on 

Human Machine Interfaces of the network systems (both HW/SW) are not only limited but behind the 

technology advancement and release cycles. The solution, if successful, could potentially revolutionize the 

current training and testing process by providing an operational interface to simultaneously develop the user 

as a key component of the system of system. 
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A214-023 

 

TITLE: CTA Track/Discrim improvements for advanced threats 

 

OBJECTIVE: 

Develop and demonstrate Machine Learning based radar algorithms/techniques to improve Point of Origin 

(POO) Target Location Accuracy (TLA) in Counter-fire Target Acquisition (CTA) applications for semi-

ballistic trajectories. 

 

DESCRIPTION:  

With the emergence of advanced threats, such as semi-ballistic RAM, the Army is interested in enhancing its 

ground-based CTA radar systems with the ability to better track/discriminate the advanced threats in order to 

improve POO TLA. The existing approaches, focused on ballistic trajectories, result in significant Target 

Location Errors against semi or non-ballistic targets. Significantly improving the Target Location Accuracy 

(TLA) against these advanced threats is a high Army priority. The main purpose of this effort is to 

investigate, develop, and demonstrate Machine Learning Based Radar algorithms/techniques to improve POO 

TLA in CTA applications for semi-ballistic RAM.  

 

Effective deployment of these advanced algorithms may serve to enhance the performance of current and 

future Army CTA radar systems such as the AN/TPQ-50 and AN/TPQ-53. Both Programs of Record are 

funded annually for modernization efforts, commonly referred to as Modernization Development Efforts 

(MDE), which provide a conduit for the integration of improved hardware and emerging software algorithms. 

This includes initial design and development efforts, laboratory design, productization into the software 

baseline, and field-testing. 

 

PHASE I: 

Identify candidate Machine Learning (ML) based algorithms that address the challenge described in the 

objective section of this document. Investigate current tracker/discrimination functionality, investigate 

emerging applicable threats as delineated in the Validated Online Lifecycle Threat (VOLT), develop suitable 

ML based track/discriminate algorithms, conduct studies on candidate algorithms (size, power consumption, 

speed, and complexity), and perform laboratory testing on viability of candidate models and algorithms. At 

end of Phase I, prepare and present a study report to: (1) identify algorithms that improve POO TLA for semi 

and non-ballistic trajectories, (2) provide process and schedule for productization into the software baseline, 

and (3) demonstration plan for Phase II. 

 

PHASE II: 

Develop and demonstrate improvements to POO TLA for semi-ballistic trajectories during Live Test Events 

at Yuma Proving Ground, Arizona utilizing current ground-based Army radar systems. 

 

PHASE III: 

Productization of improvements into the software baseline: provide analysis, design updates, implementation 

support, and systems engineering testing for proposed algorithmic updates developed under Phase I and 

demonstrated in Phase II. Additionally, update the software and firmware to accommodate the final design 

and provide the following: software source code and executable files, system/subsystem specification 

updates, and performance specification document updates. Lastly, prepare lab tests, engineering test plans, 

and procedures to demonstrate the performance of the algorithms during a test event.    

 

KEYWORDS: CTA Radar Systems; Tracking Algorithms; Discrimination Algorithms; Machine Learning; 

Semi and Non-Ballistic Trajectories 
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A214-024 

 

TITLE: Q-53 Long Range Artillery Guidance 

 

OBJECTIVE: 

Develop and demonstrate alternative extended range cannon artillery (ERCA) precision guidance mechanism 

utilizing the AN/TPQ-53 radar system resulting in increased firing accuracies and improved hit-to-kill 

performance. The AN/TPQ-53 was created by Lockheed Martin and detects, classifies, tracks and determines 

the location of enemy indirect fire in either 360- or 90-degree modes.  

 

DESCRIPTION:  

With the emergence of extended range cannon artillery (ERCA), the Army is interested in enhancing its 

ground-based CTA radar systems with the ability to better support the Long-Range Precision Fires (LRPF) 

mission.  The main purpose of this effort is to investigate, develop, and demonstrate concepts/algorithms to 

improve accuracies for the AN/TPQ-53 system in order to provide precision guidance. Significantly 

improving the Target Location Accuracy for command guidance is a high Army priority.   

 

Effective deployment of these advanced concepts/algorithms may serve to enhance the performance of 

current and future Army CTA radar systems, such as the AN/TPQ-53 to support the LRPF mission. This 

Programs of Record is funded annually for modernization efforts, commonly referred to as Modernization 

Development Efforts (MDE), which provide a conduit for the integration of improved hardware and 

emerging software algorithms. This includes initial design and development efforts, laboratory design, 

productization into the software baseline, and field-testing. 

 

PHASE I: 

Identify concepts that could be utilized to improve accuracies for the AN/TPQ-53 DDREX in order to 

provide precision guidance. Candidate concepts could consist of multi-sensor, software or hardware concepts 

to improve accuracies in support of precision guidance. Special consideration should be given to size, power 

consumption, cost, complexity of the proposed concept; accuracy improvements associated with proposed 

concept; and modeling/simulation on viability of proposed concepts. At end of Phase I, prepare and present a 

study report to: (1) identify concepts that improve accuracies to support precision guidance, (2) identify size, 

power consumption, speed, and complexity of selected modes/algorithms, (3) provide modeling/simulation 

results, and (4) demonstration plan for Phase II. 

 

PHASE II: 

Develop and demonstrate accuracy improvements to support precision guidance utilizing high fidelity 

modeling and simulation, collected AN/TPQ-53 data and/or a surrogate prototype radar system.  

 

PHASE III: 

Productization of improvements into the software baseline: provide analysis, design updates, implementation 

support, and systems engineering testing for proposed algorithmic updates developed under Phase I and 

demonstrated in Phase II. Additionally, update the software and firmware to accommodate the final design 

and provide the following: software source code and executable files, system/subsystem specification 

updates, and performance specification document updates. Lastly, prepare lab tests, engineering test plans, 

and procedures to demonstrate the performance of the algorithms during a test event. 

 

KEYWORDS: CTA Radar Systems; Long Range Precision Fires; Radar Guidance 
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A214-025 

 

TITLE: TPQ-53 Managed Comms/ Radar Functionality  

 

OBJECTIVE: 

Develop and demonstrate a Comms capability and Multi-Function resource manager for the AN/TPQ-53 

radar system. The AN/TPQ-53 radar system detects, classifies, tracks, and determines the location of enemy 

indirect fire in either 360- or 90-degree modes.  

 

DESCRIPTION:  

With the emergence of digital array technologies capable of supporting Multi-Function capabilities, the Army 

is interested in developing and integrating a Comms capability into the AN/TPQ-53 radar system, as well as a 

Multi-Function resource manager to efficiently manage the Comms and Radar functionality. The main 

purpose of this effort is to investigate, develop, and demonstrate concepts/algorithms to enable timely data 

sharing between multiple radar systems for improved Target Location Accuracies and Probability of 

Detection.   

 

Effective deployment of these advanced concepts/algorithms may serve to enhance the performance of 

current and future Army CTA radar systems, such as the AN/TPQ-53 for improved TLE and Pd, as well as 

enabling future ‘cooperative’ radar concepts. This Program of Record is funded annually for modernization 

efforts, commonly referred to as Modernization Development Efforts (MDE), which provide a conduit for the 

integration of improved hardware and emerging software algorithms. This includes initial design and 

development efforts, laboratory design, productization into the software baseline, and field-testing. 

 

PHASE I: 

Identify and develop an initial comms capability for the TPQ-53 DDREX radar and investigate candidate 

Machine Learning (ML) based techniques to manage Radar/Comms functionality with minimal impact to 

Radar performance. Specific considerations: Investigate comms mode implementation (including 

encryption); benefit of comms to the Counter-fire Target Acquisition (CTA) mission; conduct studies on size, 

power consumption, speed, and complexity of candidate comms modes and radar/comms management 

algorithms; and perform modeling & simulation on viability of candidate modes and algorithms. At end of 

phase I, prepare and present a study report to: (1) identify comms mode and radar/comms management 

algorithms, (2) present use cases for combined radar/comms capability for CTA mission, (3) identify size, 

power consumption, speed, and complexity of selected modes/algorithms, and (4) demonstration plan for 

Phase II. 

 

PHASE II: 

Develop and demonstrate a prototype comms mode and radar/comms management algorithms utilizing 

surrogate radar systems. 

 

PHASE III: 

Productization of improvements into the software baseline: provide analysis, design updates, implementation 

support, and systems engineering testing for proposed algorithmic updates developed under Phase I and 

demonstrated in Phase II. Additionally, update the software and firmware to accommodate the final design 

and provide the following: software source code and executable files, system/subsystem specification 

updates, and performance specification document updates. Lastly, prepare lab tests, engineering test plans, 

and procedures to demonstrate the performance of the algorithms during a test event.    

 

KEYWORDS: CTA Radar Systems; Multi-Function; Cooperative Radar 
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A214-026 

 

TITLE: Threat/Target Sensor Stimulation Technology 

   

OBJECTIVE: 

Develop and demonstrate the capability to synthetically simulate infrared and radar signatures to trigger a 

threat or target response from the system under test for use in assessing automatic target detection, 

recognition, and identification in a fully immersive hardware-in-the-loop test environment. 

 

DESCRIPTION:  

Aberdeen Test Center's (ATC) Moving Target Simulator (MTS) is a hardware‐in‐the‐loop simulator used to 

assess the target acquisition and target tracking performance of combat vehicles and fire control systems. The 

MTS is a 100-foot radius dome structure whereby the interior of the dome doubles as a projection screen.  

Items being tested in the MTS are presented with visual and infrared targets on the projection screen which 

follow various predetermined target paths. System operators then attempt to acquire the target as quickly as 

possible and track it accurately throughout the target path.  Legacy systems have primarily relied on the 

operator to identify and track targets. However, future systems will employ infrared and radar-based sensor 

technology to assist with or automatically detect, identify, track, and engage targets. The MTS requires the 

ability to simulate the infrared and radar signatures of these targets and thus trigger these sensors so that the 

system under test believes that a threat or target exists so the resultant response can be measured. The goal 

being that the threat stimulation capability remains independent of the system under test and built into the 

fully immersive visual test environment at ATC. 

 

PHASE I: 

Determine the technical feasibility of synthetically generating realistic targets that can be used to trigger 

infrared and radar-based automatic target/threat detection systems in a hardware-in-the-loop test 

environment. 

 

PHASE II: 

Produce a prototype and demonstrate the capability of generating synthetic targets in ATC's Moving Target 

Simulator facility. 

 

PHASE III: 

Implement the capability into ATC's Moving Target Simulator and continue to adapt and evolve the 

technology to keep pace with advances in automatic target detection systems.  The ability to synthetically 

generate targets will provide ATC and the DoD with the technology leap necessary to assess automatic 

target/threat detection, recognition, and identification of manned and unmanned weapon systems in 

controlled hardware-in-the-loop test environments.  This technology can be leveraged by private industry to 

test such things as self-driving cars, delivery robots, and any autonomous system that uses infrared and radar 

sensor technology for navigation and decision making. 

 

KEYWORDS: Target detection; Sensors; Infrared signatures; Radar signatures; Automated target 

recognition; Synthetic data 
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A214-027 

 

TITLE: Dynamic Hartmann Turbulence Sensor Processing 

      

OBJECTIVE: 

Army SMDC aims to reconstruct the vertical profile of turbulence (Cn
2) as a function of height above ground 

using a Hartmann Turbulence Sensor (HTS) mounted on a tracking gimbal and platform that lifts 1000 

meters off the ground. The goal of this SBIR grant is to develop a system including a beacon, turbulence 

sensor and data collection methodology to collect and process dynamic optical turbulence data from the 

sensor to measure the turbulence with consideration to the rate of movement of the beacon platform. 

 

DESCRIPTION:  

As modern laser weapon systems are becoming more prevalent, measuring atmospheric turbulence for 

predicting the laser system effectiveness will be of great concern. Of particular interest is the variation in 

atmospheric turbulence as a function of height above ground. Among the most proliferated and trusted 

atmospheric turbulence measurements, is the Hartmann Turbulence Sensor (HTS). This sensor requires an 

optical source (beacon) to be placed at some distance from the sensor head and for an integrated turbulence 

measurement to be performed along the path. Consequentially, turbulence measurements with HTS have 

been restricted to static, near ground paths only.  

 

There are numerous challenges to overcome to obtain turbulence measurements as a function of height, 

which can be achieved by elevating the beacon on a platform (e.g. Unmanned Aircraft System). Some 

challenges include existing hardware constraints in both the turbulence sensors and beacons. Turbulence 

sensors typically have very narrow fields of view which requires very accurate pointing. Similarly, beacons 

are typically limited in beam width to less than 10 degrees and must be accurately and actively pointed at the 

sensor on the ground to prevent loss of signal. This SBIR grant shall include research on how to implement 

the entire data collection system and data processing required to accurately reconstruct the vertical Cn
2 

profile. 

 

The proposal for this effort shall include details on how to construct the data collection hardware including 

mounting a beacon a platform (e.g. UAS) with pointing ability, identifying a turbulence sensor to be used 

(e.g. Shack Hartmann Wavefront Sensor), and tracking capability for the turbulence sensor. The proposal 

shall address the necessary data collection rates of the turbulence sensor to measure the turbulence with 

consideration to the rate of movement of the beacon platform. There are two different data processing 

functions that should be researched and developed in order to provide the complete solution that is required 

of this program. The first is the conversion of raw Shack-Hartmann wavefront sensor (SHWFS) data to 

atmospheric turbulence parameters such as the Fried coherence length (r0) and the refractive index structure 

function, Cn
2. The second function is the reconstruction of the vertical turbulence profile using the full data 

set captured over a complete beacon ascent. The SHWFS data processing should consider the following 

established methods as a minimum; differential image motion (DIMM), difference of differential tilt variance 

(DDTV), and differential scintillation. Other methods as well as new innovations in this area are encouraged 

but their performance in comparison to the above listed methods should be well documented. The vertical 

profile reconstruction problem should consider iterative stepwise solutions as well as more optimized 

simultaneously solved system solutions in order to overcome the noise amplification problems that are 

expected with the iterative solutions.  

 

PHASE I: 

The Phase 1 effort will use wave optics generated (simulated) HTS data to establish the minimum 

requirements for the HTS and to develop the processing algorithms. The outcome of this work will be to 

develop, demonstrate, and deliver the processing algorithms that can optimally process the HTS data and 

reconstruct the vertical turbulence profile. The accuracy limitations and its dependence on HTS design 

parameters such as frame rate, SHWFS resolution, noise, beacon ascent rate, as well as any other pertinent 
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parameters will be fully defined and described. 

 

PHASE II: 

The results of the Phase I designs will be utilized to establish the design requirements for an optimized HTS 

prototype system. This HTS system will be built and then used to collect dynamic HTS data which will be 

used to further develop and demonstrate the processing methods developed in Phase I. 

 

PHASE III: 

High energy DoD laser weapons offer benefits of graduated lethality, rapid deployment to counter time-

sensitive targets, and the ability to deliver significant force either at great distance or to nearby threats with 

high accuracy for minimal collateral damage. Knowledge of the atmospheric turbulence along the shot path is 

a key limiting factor for lethality and as such it is a critical input for the fire control system.  

 

The Phase III effort shall be to design and build a system that could be integrated into an Army’s High 

Energy Laser Weapon System for real time use as part of the fire control system. Military funding for this 

Phase III effort would be executed by the U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Technical Center as part of 

its Directed Energy research. 

 

KEYWORDS: 
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profiling 
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A214-028 

 

TITLE: Risk Assessment Modeling Tool (RAMoT) 

      

OBJECTIVE: 

Develop a high-fidelity real-time risk assessment tool for hypersonic testing to analyze test mission missile 

flight debris paths in different configurations (direction, velocity, altitudes) so as to predict the impact zone 

and ensure the safety of infrastructure and people surrounding the White Sands Missile Range. 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

White Sands Missile Range needs to enhance public safety with a high-fidelity real-time flight safety risk 

assessment modeling tool (RAMoT) that will be used to analyze the risk of proposed airborne missile test 

missions. The model will quantify in a variety of different missile debris path configurations the vulnerability 

models used to reduce risk in WSMR-adjacent populations. This tool is required to handle the modern next 

generation calculations that are required for airborne hypersonic weapons in order to maintain proper Flight 

Safety Analysis processes. 

 

RAMoT should be a single, comprehensive, government-owned Flight Safety Analysis computing tool that 

relies heavily on software development and can take full advantage of modern computing power to determine 

risk levels with high fidelity.  Risk analysis for the purposes of Flight Safety management is a time-intensive 

process which requires the capability to generate, interpret, and analyze large quantities of data.    

 

RAMoT requires advanced computational models that can give accurate estimates of vulnerabilities based on 

physical models rather than engineering estimates.   As part of their flight safety analyst duties, operators are 

required to analyze risk for the missions being conducted on the range for a wide variety of programs 

involving many different configurations for missile flight debris path.  The wide variety of missile types, 

trajectories, and flight termination systems requires detailed analysis for each mission, where the operator 

must accurately quantify the risk to both adjacent populations and property.  In order to quantify the risk, the 

operator must be able to determine the vulnerability of things such as building, houses, aircraft, and 

unsheltered persons.  Historically the vulnerability models have been based on empirical data or engineering 

estimates that can overstate or understate the associated risk.   The intent of RAMoT is to provide accurate 

vulnerability models, more precisely quantify risk, and reduce the uncertainty associated with WSMR’s 

current empirical processes, giving operators more confidence in the analysis. 

 

RAMoT is a Flight Safety requirement that should act as a next-generation one-stop-shop tool that supports 

the entire Flight Safety Analysis process.  This process broadly consists of four steps: loading and extracting 

data, simulating vehicle behavior, trapping of state vectors, and risk analysis.  Each step requires the 

generation or the processing of many (up to tens or hundreds of thousands) of trajectories. 

 

PHASE I:  

In RAMoT Phase I, a six-month study is proposed for determining the scientific and technical merit and 

Feasibility. 

 

PHASE II: 

This phase will further develop the first phase, in which awards shall be made on the scientific, technical, and 

commercial merit of the Phase II proposal. Phase II is the principal research and development effort and is 

expected to produce a well-defined deliverable prototype. This Phase is expected to be a 1-year Phase. 

 

PHASE III: 

This phase intends to provide product/commercialization of Phase II prototype in which Department of 

Defense (DoD) and/or commercial Applications of SBIR/STTR-funded R&D are developed. This Phase is 

expected to be a one-year phase. 
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A214-029 

 

TITLE: Metamaterial Based Antenna 

      

OBJECTIVE: 

The SBIR objective is to create an antenna design for satellite communication bands, including Ku, K, and 

Ka bands, based on metamaterials to decrease size, weight, performance and cost (SWaP-C) and increase 

antenna bandwidth, improve signal reception, and provide a higher gain. The antenna design would be 

developed for Army Aviation platforms with a focus on a low profile and a conformal fit, while maintaining 

optimal performance to allow installation on non-ideal surfaces encountered in the adverse aviation 

environment. The SBIR would also characterize the potential gains and tradeoffs of such a metamaterial-

based topology. 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

Army aviation has the need of a broadband antenna with reduced size and weight while obtaining enhanced 

power efficiency and ultra wide bandwidth (UWB) frequency capability. Such a capability would contribute 

to the Army’s superiority in multiple abilities, to include conducting joint air-ground operations, maintaining 

manned-unmanned teams, and operating in contested airspace. In addition, a physically low profile is needed 

for airborne applications to maintain aircraft aerodynamics and minimize surface clutter and interaction with 

other pre-existing equipment. Airborne platforms have limited surface area for antenna mounting, and it is 

often non-electrically conductive. These constraints require the antenna(s) to be “electrically small,” with a 

total height less than one quarter of a wavelength at its center frequency. It is envisioned that emerging 

developments and technology using metamaterials could provide a solution for such an antenna. 

 

The focus of this SBIR is to conduct research culminating in the development of a metamaterial-based 

antenna that will provide the desired performance for aircraft applications. Metamaterials are artificial 

engineered materials that possess a negative index of refraction for an isotropic medium. Their properties can 

be tailored to provide anomalous interactions with the electromagnetic field. These electromagnetic 

interactions include the effect of causing the electromagnetic waves phase and group velocity to have a 

reversed direction of propagation with the respect to the direction of energy flow, as well as, preventing 

reflected and scattered radiation return on active antenna surfaces.  Utilization of left-handed materials 

(LHM), such as double negative materials (DNG) and epsilon near-zero permittivity (ENZ) materials enable 

the antenna size to be reduced while increasing the antenna efficiency and bandwidth. Legacy techniques, 

such as, utilization of split ring resonators (SRR) and complimentary SRRs (CSRR) in the substrate and 

superstrate of the PCB based antennas are known to increase the radio frequency (RF) bandwidth and 

directivity by manipulation of permittivity and permeability in specific frequency bands.    

 

Much metamaterial research and work has been competed during the last fifteen years. The challenge 

presented in this SBIR will be to combine multiple efforts and create a product that can perform in the 

aviation adverse environment and endure that grueling environment without failure in high operational 

situations. This also implies that the antenna must survive in extreme environmental conditions, to include 

heavy rainfall, high heat desert type temperatures, very cold environments covered with ice and snow, and 

continual abrading due to small particles such as sand.  

 

The antenna is expected to interface with a 50 Ohm coaxial cable with a suitable high frequency capable 

connector. If power is required, it will be derived from 28 VDC aircraft power.    

 

 

PHASE I:  

The purpose of Phase I is to determine the engineering feasibility of designing and antenna with tri-band 

performance in portions of Ku, K, and Ka band. An engineering study will be conducted to explore the 

options and the design space of what is possible from a SWaP and antenna performance perspective. The 
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trade space will include frequency bandwidth, antenna gain, and antenna efficiency versus the antenna height, 

length, width, and weight. Projected radiation patterns and polarization predictions are also required. The 

Army needs adequate antenna parameters and characteristics to predict how well the antenna would perform 

at various aircraft installation points. The antenna should also be capable of transmitting at least 40 Watts in 

the same bands.  The primary objectives of Phase I are: 

 

a. Determine the feasibility of designing and airborne capable antenna Ku, K, and Ka tri-band 

operation. 

b. Develop a preliminary antenna design that would be compatible for the AH-64E (attack helicopter), 

CH-47F (heavy lift helicopter), UH-60M (medium lift helicopter), and Future Vertical Lift (FVL). 

c. Develop a concept of operation showing how the antenna could be utilized in Ku, K, and Ka band 

radio frequency (RF) scenarios (i.e., link distances and incident angles with respect to the aircraft).  

d. Perform an analysis of how the antenna would perform on top, side and bottom installations for AH-

64E, CH-47F, UH-60M, and FVL aircraft. The analysis should also include rotor blade masking 

effects at various pitch angles and expected RPMs. 

 

Phase I deliverables will include a feasibility report outlining the gaps and path forward needed for 

implementation and cover all four areas lists above at a minimum. 

 

PHASE II: 

Develop a proof of concept/prototype capable of demonstrating RF link performance in Ku, K, and Ka bands. 

 

Phase II deliverables will include functional antenna hardware, completed antenna design, and antenna test 

results including radiation patterns, gain, and input reflection coefficient (S11) versus frequency.  

Phase II will reach at least TRL 5 and commercial viability will be quantified.  

 

PHASE III:  

The expectation is to broadly field the metamaterial-based antenna across Army Aviation. Phase III will 

consist of all the required acquisition activities required to transition the capability to full-rate production. 

The small business is expected to obtain the funding from non-SBIR government and private sector sources 

to transition the technology into viable commercial products. Specific military applications may include AH-

64E, CH-47F, UH-60M, and FVL capability.  
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A214-030 

 

TITLE: Wide Bandgap Bi-Directional Converter 

      

OBJECTIVE: 

Design a wide bandgap bi-directional converter (BDC) capable of operating across all military ground 

vehicles. The use of different wide bandgap semiconductors, such as Gallium Nitride (GaN) and Silicon 

Carbide (SiC), are expected to significantly increase the BDC’s end-to-end efficiency which will reduce size, 

weight and cooling demands. 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

With the growing vehicle electrical power requirements in military vehicle systems the use of wide bandgap 

semiconductor technology is necessary for the future. Topic proposals should focus on a BDC capable of bi-

directionally converting from 600VDC to 28VDC and from 28VDC to 600VDC and delivering 20kW. The 

converter must account for safety, efficiency, scalability, configurability, CAN control, and integration. The 

BDC should be 8-bit microcontroller (MCU) or smaller. The solution will have the processing power 

necessary for fault detection and handling capabilities, built-in diagnostics, and stand alone and remote 

control in a compact device suitable for use in military ground vehicle applications. The proposed unit must 

use wide bandgap technology, such as GaN or SiC, that is capable of operating at high voltages. The use of 

wide bandgap power electronics that can operate in a 71 degrees Celsius ambient environment is required. 

The unit should be able to communicate using J1939 CAN interface, and should demonstrate High Voltage 

Interlock capabilities, and Ground Fault Detection and Protection. The proposal should address thermal 

management plan for the BDC, while also meeting military standards. 

 

PHASE I: 

Develop a proof-of-concept circuit for a wide bandgap bi-directional converter that addresses the features and 

functionality described above. This preliminary design will include a packaging plan with a size, weight 

power, and cost analysis (SWaP), thermal analysis, and considerations for meeting MIL-STD-1275, MIL-

STD-810G, and MIL-STD-461 by modeling, analysis, and/or brass board proofs of concept, all to be 

provided. For further elaboration, MIL-STD-1275 standardizes characteristics of 28-volt DC input power to 

utilize equipment in military vehicles, MIL-STD-810G reviews the potential impacts that environmental 

stresses can have on materials, and MIL-STD-461 standardizes the requirements and test limits for the 

measurement and determination of the electromagnetic interference characteristics of electronic equipment. 

 

PHASE II: 

Electrical, thermal, mechanical, and functional aspects of a wide bandgap bi-directional converter solution 

will be designed, developed, and built. Demonstration and technology evaluation will take place in a relevant 

laboratory environment, on a military ground vehicle system, or in a stand-alone configuration.  

 

Phase II will reach at least TRL 5 and commercial viability will be quantified.  

 

PHASE III:  

Mechanical packaging and integration of the solution into a vehicle will be achieved (TRL6) and a 

technology transition will occur so the device can be used in military ground vehicle applications, and/or in a 

stand-alone configuration. Conformance to key military standards will be emphasized in the Phase III effort. 

 

KEYWORDS: Power Conversion; Power Electronics; Gallium Nitride; GaN, Silicon Carbide; SiC, Wide 

Bandgap; Bi-Directional  

 

BACKGROUND: 

This new Bi-Directional Converter will utilize wide-band gap technology to improve performance for the 

vehicles. The Bi-Directional Converter is also critical component being used in the Extended Range Canon 
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Artillery (ERCA) mission, which aim to field systems capable of accurately firing at targets more than 70 

kilometers away. This effort will serve as an example of that potential as well as provide a path to 

transitioning the technology into power conversion that can be used in existing vehicles, such as MRAP 

CS13 vehicles, the Stryker family of armored fighting vehicles, Bradley infantry fighting vehicle, Abrams, 

armored multi-purpose vehicles (AMPV), and the THAAD Missile Defense System. 

 

REFERENCES: 

1. MIL-STD-1275 

2. MIL-PRF-GCS600A 

3. MIL-STD-810G 

4. MIL-STD-461 

 

*MIL-STD refers to a United States defense standard that is used to help achieve standardization objectives 

set forth by the U.S. Department of Defense. MIL-STD establishes uniform engineering and technical 

requirements for military-unique or substantially modified commercial processes, procedures, practices, and 

methods. 
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A214-031 - TOPIC REMOVED 
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A214-032 

 

TITLE: Enhanced Impact Protection HGU-56P Aviator Helmet 

      

OBJECTIVE: 

The objective of this SBIR grant is to enhance impact protection of the HGU-56P aviator helmet, which is 

already known as the most protective helicopter helmet ever made. Currently, the HGU-56P helmet retrofit of 

lining material is capable of delivering threshold impact performance improvement of 20% over current 

Extended Polystyrene (EPS) foam. 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

At present, aviation helmets provide minimal impact protection due to weight limitations associated with 

crash load requirements. For example, if the helmet is too heavy under an otherwise survivable crash landing, 

the weight of the helmet cannot allow breaking the neck of the aviator. Optimal helmet design requires a 

balance between the need for protection from trauma and the comfort and practicality of the helmet for the 

user to ensure the best outcomes. New foam technology used in commercial industry promises superior crash 

protection with no impact on helmet weight. Improved impact protection to the user in a hard landing or 

crash scenario is a fundamental component of soldier lethality, one of the six army modernization priorities 

of the Army which includes the core requirement of communication. 

 

Intent of this proposal is to perform retrofit using a new material/design which spreads out impact load and 

cuts the energy absorbed by the user to reduce instances of brain injury/Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) 

and concussion. A redesign of the helmet will not be an option consideration due to cost reasons. 

 

This solicitation intends to identify an existing commercial technology to provide the best overall reduction 

in impact energy to the user. Key considerations for evaluation shall at minimum (but not be limited to) 

include reduction in impact energy by comparison to EPS (threshold is 20%, objective is 40%), weight, cost 

of material, ability to absorb more than one impact without requiring replacement, and ability to retrofit a 

standard HGU-56P helmet without tools. Additional considerations shall be data showing user comfort is 

desired for proposed solution (ability of material to conform to user’s head to eliminate hot spots, material 

does not absorb sweat, heat (can the material vent heat from the user), etc.). Other factors may include 

material properties such as ability to perform under temperature ranges common to Army users and resistance 

to exposure to petroleum/oil/lubricants (POL) commonly encountered on Army helicopters. 

 

PHASE I:  

This effort shall identify and test the most promising material solution to reduce impact to the user, which can 

be retrofit into the HGU-56P aviator helmet with no weight gain to the helmet and at the least cost. The initial 

proposal shall identify a solution which provides impact energy reduction by comparison to EPS foam. Data 

showing attenuation of the technology proposed by comparison to EPS foam shall be included in the 

proposal. The contractor shall perform a laboratory demonstration in Phase I demonstrating and quantifying 

impact reduction in tests using two Government furnished HGU-56P helmets in the same size. The contractor 

shall modify one of the helmets with the proposed improvements and perform identical tests using one 

modified and one unmodified HGU-56P helmet so that comparison data clearly shows performance 

improvements achieved. Crash testing shall be done per the item specification for the HGU-56P helmet, in 

System 2 Helmet Configuration (AIHS-FS-0002), Section 4.2.5.2-4.2.5.3, titled Aircrew Integrated Helmet 

System Fabrication Specification.  For cost reasons, testing shall only be done on the crown of the helmet. 

The final report shall estimate costs and weight impact of the technology solution proposed and document the 

actual impact energy absorption measured in the laboratory demonstration test.   

 

Key meetings shall be a kickoff meeting within 3 weeks of contract award, bi-weekly telecons not to 

generally exceed 30 minutes in length with a single point of contact who can brief status of project and a test 

readiness review, which can be combined with a bi-weekly telecom. The contractor shall host Government 
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witness of the laboratory demonstration, with particular focus on test setup. 

 

PHASE II: 

The solution identified in Phase I will be applied and tested to meet all requirements of the specifications 

proposed for update or replacement in all helmet sizes. The contractor shall propose changes for all lining 

material in the helmet being replaced. The contractor shall purchase helmets in all user sizes to support 

testing. Crash testing shall be done per the item specification for the HGU-56P helmet, AIHS-FS-0002, 

Section 4.2.5.2-4.2.5.3, titled Aircrew Integrated Helmet System Fabrication Specification for all helmet 

sizes retrofitted with new material solution. A summary report at the end of the test shall document 

performance improvement of the new solution. The contractor shall update the Aircrew Integrated Helmet 

System Fabrication Specification to reflect new performance capability of the new material. This may include 

the addition of testing for rotational energy reduction. The contractor shall perform analysis or test 

demonstrating performance does not change at high and low operating temperatures. 

 

Deliverables will include a test plan, test report, an updated performance specification reflecting measured 

improvement in impact absorption energy performance, minutes for all meetings conducted with the vendor, 

presentation slides for test readiness review, a white paper detailing the installation cost of the retrofit 

solution, and a cost report detailing manufacturing cost as a function of helmet quantity from a minimum of 

50 and up to 1000 at a time. The test report shall document all test results done under the contract. A retrofit 

procedure for replacing the existing helmet liners with the new solution shall be required and demonstrated at 

the end of the contract. 

 

Key meetings shall be a kickoff meeting within 3 weeks of contract award, bi-weekly telecons not to 

generally exceed 30 minutes in length with a single point of contact who can brief status of project and a test 

readiness review, which can be combined with a bi-weekly telecom. The contractor shall host Government 

witness of any testing, with particular focus on test setup. 

 

PHASE III:  

Develop production processes for all materials necessary for retrofit into HGU-56P helmet in all user sizes. 

Update any specifications needed to reflect final production configuration weight and performance. Repeat 

bench qualification testing if production configuration deviates too far from prototype configuration tested in 

Phase II. Support operational testing on multiple Army rotary wing aircraft to evaluate user comfort. Aviation 

helmets used throughout DoD may find retrofit application for this same solution, not to mention the 

potential for helmets common to Army ground soldiers. 

 

KEYWORDS: Impact Reduction; Impact Attenuation; Impact Protection; Elastic Microlattice Polymer; 

Helmet 

 

BACKGROUND: 

Army aviation has relied on Enhanced Polystyrene (EPS) foam as a standard and cost-effective impact 

solution for over 20 years. During this time, new designs and materials have been marketed in sports helmets 

which have been certified to have superior impact protection.  This includes liquid nanofoam and elastic 

microlattice polymers. 

 

In 2010 Kali began making motorcycle helmets with a layer of softer, less dense, foam next to the head, with 

cones or pyramids of the softer foam sticking up into the layer of harder, denser foam in the outer layer.  The 

softer foam next to the head crushes first, and if the impact is a lesser one that may be the extent of the crush. 

In harder impacts the denser foam begins to be involved. The conical shape of the cones means that more of 

the dense foam is involved as the crush continues down the cone. It is easy to crush the tip of the cone, but as 

the crush zone moves downward the volume of dense foam involved increases rapidly, in effect stiffening the 

liner with a smooth increase in resistance. This tunes the foam to give a softer landing in the first stages of 

crush, while stiffening up as the crush continues to prevent bottoming out in the hardest impacts. Results of 

https://newatlas.com/materials/liquid-nanofoam-football-helmet-head-protection/
https://newatlas.com/materials/elastic-microlattice-helmet-padding/
https://newatlas.com/materials/elastic-microlattice-helmet-padding/
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testing done by the Australian Government can be found here. 

  

Molding techniques for EPS have evolved over the half century that it has been used for helmets, enabling 

manufacturers to push the envelope by producing a helmet liner with harder and softer foam in layers 

(variable density foam). That lets the softer inner layer of foam crush in a lesser impact, where harder foam 

would just resist and pass the energy on to the head. The harder outer layer is still there when the soft foam 

bottoms out to keep managing the energy in a hard impact. Details on these and other technologies can be 

found here. 

  

This project will fund the build of foam inserts identical to those used in the HGU-56P Army Aviation helmet 

and testing to verify claims of improved impact performance.  Testing will be performed by the manufacturer 

and repeated at the Government laboratory to ensure independent confirmation of results.  If testing shows 

demonstrable reduction in energy being transmitted to the users’ brain, implementation will be by retrofit. 

 

REFERENCES: 

1. https://newatlas.com/materials/liquid-nanofoam-football-helmet-head-protection/  

2. https://newatlas.com/materials/elastic-microlattice-helmet-padding/  

3. https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/roads/safety/publications/2001/helmet_liner.aspx  

4. https://kaliprotectives.com/pages/the-future-of-protectives 

5. https://helmets.org/liners.htm  

 

 

 

  

https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/roads/safety/publications/2001/helmet_liner.aspx
https://helmets.org/liners.htm
https://newatlas.com/materials/liquid-nanofoam-football-helmet-head-protection/
https://newatlas.com/materials/elastic-microlattice-helmet-padding/
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/roads/safety/publications/2001/helmet_liner.aspx
https://kaliprotectives.com/pages/the-future-of-protectives
https://helmets.org/liners.htm
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A214-033 

 

TITLE: Advanced Thermal Management Systems  

      

OBJECTIVE: 

The U.S. Army is interested in improving the thermal management system(s) for enhanced cooling and 

control of aviation systems. The Army would like to explore the utilization of novel thermal management 

systems for light to medium/heavy duty applications on current enduring rotorcraft and Future Vertical Lift 

(FVL) platforms. 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

The U.S. Army is interested in identifying novel approaches for improving the thermal management and 

efficiency for aviation systems. Current thermal management systems are insufficient for future aviation 

applications due to high weight, lower heat rejection capabilities, and forced air systems predominately 

implemented on Army rotorcraft based on 1970’s technology, which has had incremental improvements 

since. As advancements in power electronics, energy dense batteries, high-power dense electric machinery, 

small turbine machinery, and power generation units evolve, the thermal management requirements to 

operate these technologies efficiently, effectively, and safely is increasingly important for aviation 

implementation. By taking advantage of newer technologies, techniques, and approaches, the U.S. Army is 

seeking opportunities to explore advanced thermal management solutions for aviation applications that meet 

size, weight, performance and cost (SWaP-C) requirements.  

 

The following would be accomplished by but not limited to: advanced manufacturing techniques, additive 

manufacturing, passive/active cooling, fuel cooling applications, innovative heat exchangers and cooling 

plates, novel rejection techniques and the application of novel materials. 

 

Classified proposals are not accepted under the DoD SBIR Program. In the event DoD Components identify 

topics that will involve classified work in Phase II, companies invited to submit a proposal must have or be 

able to obtain the proper facility and personnel clearances in order to perform Phase II work. 

 

PHASE I:  

During Phase I, innovative approaches and enabling technologies, which support the development of thermal 

management solutions shall be modeled and analyzed. Designs may include simulation models of the key 

enabling technology benefits and risks over current state of the art cooling technologies. Designs shall seek to 

improve thermal efficiency and thermal cooling capacity while improving or not compromising SWaP-C 

requirements. Designs may also consider opportunities to modify existing systems, especially those utilized 

on Army Aviation platforms today, to achieve effective solutions.  

 

The Army would like to have an understanding of the areas of improvement of current systems in addition to 

the trade spaces and technology innovations required for an enhanced thermal management system. 

 

A report should be delivered to the Army that documents the design decisions the Army could make when 

utilizing an innovative thermal management system. If possible, a demo would be desired. 

 

PHASE II: 

During Phase II, the Army would desire working prototypes with simulated aircraft loads and heat dissipating 

component. Phase II will leverage component and system level knowledge gained from Phase I and build a 

prototype that integrates with the aircraft. 

 

A laboratory environment would be required to simulate the aircraft architecture. Initial qualification testing 

and analyses will occur during this phase to reduce risks for meeting Army certification requirements. The 

Army desires testing performed that would demonstrate the most optimal setup for their thermal management 
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system required for Army rotorcraft. 

 

The final deliverable would be a report with testing and design data that would give the Army a path forward. 

 

PHASE III:  

During Phase III, the Army desires to pursue full qualification of the components and aircraft 

integration/testing on UH-60 (a medium utility helicopter), AH-64 (an attack helicopter), CH-47 (a heavy-lift 

helicopter), and/or FVL. Also, it is envisioned that this technology will have applicability to commercial 

aircraft market.  

 

The final deliverable for this effort would be a qualified thermal management system and solution for Army 

rotorcraft or the commercial market. 

 

KEYWORDS: Thermal Management, Cooling, Efficiency, SWaP-C, FVL, Rotorcraft 

 

REFERENCES: 

1. MIL-STD-704 

2. RTCA/DO160 

3. MIL-STD-461 

 

 

  



 

ARMY 21.4 ASO Announcement 5 

 

A214-034 

 

TITLE: Dismounted Device-to-Device (D2D) Communication Platform 

      

OBJECTIVE: 

Develop a Device-to-Device (D2D) squad-level communication platform that uses direct communications 
without network assistance of a radio access network (RAN). The D2D platform shall implement a cognitive 
agent controlling jamming mitigation strategies in contested electronic contested environments to provide 
increased resiliency and lethality for dismounted soldiers. 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

The current state of the art for dismounted soldier communications is the adoption of commercial wireless 
waveforms (e.g., IEEE 802.11x, LTE) or existing tactical radios. In the case of commercial wireless 
waveforms, the waveform provides high bandwidth throughput and scalability. However, commercial 
wireless waveforms are not developed to operate in electronic contested environments (i.e., Electronic 
Warfare). In the case of tactical radio waveforms, bandwidth throughput is minimal in comparison to 
commercial bandwidth speed. It does not support high bandwidth services or electronic warfare resiliency at 
the dismounted soldier level. In both cases, commercial and tactical radios, neither supports an evolving 
threat matrix or information-driven decision-making. Therefore, a solution is required that combines high-
speed bandwidth throughput (i.e., commercial waveform) and resiliency in electronically contested 
environments. 

 

The Offeror is required to provide an innovative solution that encompasses commercial high bandwidth and 

scalability. Some of these innovative solutions could be LTE-A, an intelligent cognitive agent, power-

efficiency, and jamming mitigation electronics in a lightweight form-factor for dismounted operations. The 

following Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) for the said solution is below: 

 The Dismounted D2D Node shall provide voice and data communications. Data communications are 

defined as Situational Awareness (SA), Command & Control (C2), and Video. 

 The Dismounted D2D Node shall support Push-to-Talk (PTT) voice communications 

 The Dismounted D2D Node shall use direct communications without RAN coordination 

 The Dismounted D2D Node shall use discovery without RAN coordination 

 The Dismounted D2D Node shall use a UMTS Subscriber Identify Module (USIM) for provisioning 

 The Dismounted D2D Node shall use Cryptographic Algorithms for Bearer Channel Security 

 The Dismounted D2D Node shall use Secure Real-Time Transport Protocol (SRTP) for Media 

Channel Security 

 The Dismounted D2D Node shall use licensed or unlicensed frequency bands 

 The Dismounted D2D Node shall support multicast for one-to-many (Group) communications 

 The Dismounted D2D Node shall support broadcast for one-to-many (Group) communications 

 The Dismounted D2D Node shall automatically establish direct communications up to 1000 D2D 

Nodes within range 

 The Dismounted D2D Node communication range shall be no less than 500 meters 

 The Dismounted D2D Node communication throughput shall be no less than 300 Mbps 

 The Dismounted D2D Node communications shall operate in degraded mode in contested 

environments 

 The Dismounted D2D Node shall be Low Probability of Intercept & Low Probability of Detection 

(LPI/LPD )  

 The Dismounted D2D Node shall be Jam Resistant 

 The Dismounted D2D Node shall implement Frequency Agility 

 The Dismounted D2D Node shall implement Machine Learning for Signal Feature Extraction 

 

 The Dismounted D2D Node shall implement Machine Learning to direct and control Jammer 
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Mitigation Strategies 

 The Dismounted D2D Node shall implement Decoy Signal(s) outside of the frequency band of 

operation(s) 

 The Dismounted D2D Node shall implement Adaptive Antenna Technology 

 The Dismounted D2D Node shall not exceed 6" x 2” x 3” in volume 

 The Dismounted D2D Node shall not exceed 0.5 lbs 

 The Dismounted D2D Node shall not exceed 2W budget 

 The Dismounted D2D shall not exceed $500 

 The Dismounted D2D Node shall use USB for external communications 

 

PHASE I:  

The Offeror shall prepare and deliver a feasibility study at the end of phase 1. The feasibility study shall 

contain a proposed design concept, and implementation of a dismounted D2D communication platform based 

on system description and KPIs discussed and outlined in the description section. The proposed design 

concept and implementation shall be substantiated through modeling/simulation or other analytic means. 

When presenting modeling/simulation or analytic outcomes in the feasibility study, the offer shall include 

assumptions, caveats, and test data used substantiate conclusion(s) in the feasibility study. 

 

PHASE II:  

The Offeror shall provide 8-10 operational prototypes and demonstrate functionality at the end of phase 2. 

The network communication test scenarios shall consist of the following: 

 8-10 node network where voice quality and data throughput rates will be scrutinized. 

 Verification and Validation of the 1-26 KPIs outlined in the description section above. 

 

PHASE III:  

The Offeror shall demonstrate the Dismounted D2D Communication Platform with a limited number of 

nodes that autonomously forms a network, processes Voice, C2, SA, and Video data traffic in support of 

dismounted soldiers. In terms of commercialization, the communications technology developed through this 

SBIR can be readily used in the IoT (Internet of Things) commercial market space. Several areas of the IoT 

include sensor networking and management, data off-loading for LTE (Long-Term Evolution) networks, and 

Smart Grid Communications. 

 
 

KEYWORDS: D2D; Jam Resistance; Frequency Agility; LTE 

 

REFERENCES: 

1. Liebhart, R. (2015). LTE for public safety. Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell. 

2. Mumtaz, S., & Rodriguez, J. (2014). Smart Device to Smart Device Communication. Cham: Springer 

International Publishing. 

3. [SPEC] 3GPP TR 22.803 – Feasibility study for Proximity Services (ProSe). (n.d.). Retrieved from 

https://itectec.com/archive/3gpp-specification-tr-22-803/.  

4. Itectec.com. (2019). [SPEC] 3GPP TS 23.303 – Proximity-based services (ProSe); Stage 2 – iTecTec. 

[online] Available at: https://itectec.com/archive/3gpp-specification-ts-23-303/  [Accessed 2 Nov. 

2019]. 

5. [SPEC] 3GPP TR 36.843 – Study on LTE device to device proximity services; Radio aspects – 

iTecTec. (2014). Retrieved November 2, 2019, from https://itectec.com/archive/3gpp-specification-

tr-36-843/  
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Announcement of an SBIR Opportunity 

Under Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) W50RAJ-20-S-0001 

Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) 

May 5, 2021 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

The Army SBIR program has pre-released the following SBIR Opportunity (SBO): 

"Robotic Combat Vehicle Sustainment", Topic A214-035, published at  
https://beta.sam.gov/opp/5ec048d891df4b11bf08d9ca46574999/view 

These ASOs will open for proposals on June 3, 2021 and close on June 23, 2021 at 12:00 p.m. ET 



Announcement of an SBIR Opportunity 

Under Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) W50RAJ-20-S-0001 

Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) 

May 19, 2021 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Army SBIR program has pre-released the following SBIR Opportunity (SBO): 
 
"Virtual Human Integration Supporting Intelligent Tutoring/Adaptive Training (IT/AT)", Topic 
A214-036, published at  
https://beta.sam.gov/opp/ab84807477504e0fa0be5bc772faa9cd/view 
 
“Vision Based Inventory Management (VBIM)”, Topic A214-037, published at 
https://beta.sam.gov/opp/0ff0f708702747e4b26505f8ac8eb8b5/view 
 
 
These ASOs will open for proposals on June 16, 2021 and close on July 07, 2021 at 12:00 p.m. ET 

https://beta.sam.gov/opp/ab84807477504e0fa0be5bc772faa9cd/view
https://beta.sam.gov/opp/0ff0f708702747e4b26505f8ac8eb8b5/view


Announcement of an SBIR Opportunity 

Under Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) W50RAJ-20-S-0001 

Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) 

June, 2, 2021 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Army SBIR program has pre-released the following SBIR Opportunity (SBO): 
 
"Logistics Enterprise Enhancement Platform (LEEP)", Topic A214-038, published at 
https://sam.gov/opp/63c6d605416e4a278808965a533a2007/view 

 
These SBOs will open for proposals on June 23, 2021 and close on July 21, 2021 at 12:00 p.m. ET 

https://sam.gov/opp/63c6d605416e4a278808965a533a2007/view


Announcement of an SBIR Opportunity 

Under Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) W50RAJ-20-S-0001 

Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) 

July 7, 2021 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Army SBIR program has pre-released the following SBIR Opportunity (SBO): 
 
"Holistic Wind Correction for Aviation Targeting", Topic A214-039, published at 
https://sam.gov/opp/520f3140879a4c87ac1528ab32ac5277/view 

 
 
These SBOs will open for proposals on July 21, 2021 and close on August 24, 2021 at 12:00 p.m. 
ET 

https://sam.gov/opp/520f3140879a4c87ac1528ab32ac5277/view


Announcement of an SBIR Opportunity 

Under Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) W50RAJ-20-S-0001 

Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) 

July 29, 2021 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Army SBIR program has pre-released the following SBIR Opportunity (SBO): 
 
"Tethered Unmanned Aircraft System (TeUAS) ", Topic A214-041, published at 
https://sam.gov/opp/558f8d1ac6ae43b6b0a80a577dffd8ff/view 

 
This SBO will open for proposals on August 26, 2021 and close on September 22, 2021 at 12:00 
p.m. ET 

https://sam.gov/opp/558f8d1ac6ae43b6b0a80a577dffd8ff/view


Announcement of an SBIR Opportunity 
Under Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) W50RAJ-20-S-0001 

Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) 
 

October 12, 2021 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

The Army SBIR program has pre-released the following SBIR Opportunities (SBO): 
 

"Sensor Synthetic Data Generation", Topic A214-042, published at 
https://sam.gov/opp/6ffab77460f64eaab331b67a89f2e9d9/view 
 

“Artificial Intelligence-in Automated Scrap Inspection ‘MvM’”, Topic A214-043, published at 
https://sam.gov/opp/f36371a0e7af4756b33637671f7bc232/view 
 
“Datalink-Enabled AI for Fires Optimization”, Topic A214-044, published at 
https://sam.gov/opp/9d7521dfee3244b280f89ef36e81749b/view 
 
 

 

These SBOs will open for proposals on October 26, 2021 and close on November 30, 2021 at 12:00 

p.m. ET 



Announcement of an SBIR Opportunity 

Under Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) W50RAJ-20-S-0001 

Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) 

November 4, 2021 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Army SBIR program has pre-released the following SBIR Opportunity (SBO): 
 
"Holistic Health and Fitness Management System,” Topic A214-052, published at 

https://sam.gov/opp/e481abf63a5a46e38ef4eac60dadd056/view  

 
These SBOs will open for proposals on December 1, 2021 and close on December 29, 2021 at 
12:00 p.m. ET 

https://sam.gov/opp/e481abf63a5a46e38ef4eac60dadd056/view


 
Announcement of an SBIR Opportunity 

Under Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) 
Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) 

November 17, 2021 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

The Army SBIR program has pre-released the following SBIR Opportunities (SBO): 
 

"Graph Neural Networks (GNN) for UxS Collaborative Agent Control ", Topic A214-045, published 

at https://sam.gov/opp/178e0311b4d04df2bf25025d5c99473d/view 

 

“Synthetic RF Training Data Generation”, Topic A214-046, published at 

https://sam.gov/opp/fa78f3dd832249ec925b092246c8ed0f/view 
 
“Height of Burst scoring through Machine Learning”, Topic A214-047, published at 
https://sam.gov/opp/e94aafd959174ec2882511ace4c3e939/view 
 
“Machine Learning (ML) for Breach Routing”, Topic A214-048, published at 

https://sam.gov/opp/f8c317353e0547f5b139fb87016075af/view 
 
“Artificial Intelligence/Machine Learning (AI/ML) for Radio Frequency (RF) Modulation Recognition”, 

Topic A214-049, published at https://sam.gov/opp/84a904f180234f85bc861a604844c8d8/view 
 
“Natural Language Processing+”, Topic A214-050, published at 

https://sam.gov/opp/a27caede2da442ce86ec6f52c2aa13f1/view 
 
“Asynchronous Neuromorphic Digital Readout Circuit for Infrared Cameras for Autonomous Target 
Acquisition and Autonomous Vehicles”, Topic A214-051, published at 

https://sam.gov/opp/b8c670091b7947ca99658c48f62e0621/view 
 
 

 

These SBOs will open for proposals on November 30, 2021 and close on January 4, 2022 at 12:00 

p.m. ET 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/sam.gov/opp/178e0311b4d04df2bf25025d5c99473d/view__;!!May37g!Y7ROK5reD6aibvGqcyU4QhMr70poO5rDBkOhe8ngRzR2bEZJhTk9vFG2WuZLoWCucJU$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/sam.gov/opp/fa78f3dd832249ec925b092246c8ed0f/view__;!!May37g!Y7ROK5reD6aibvGqcyU4QhMr70poO5rDBkOhe8ngRzR2bEZJhTk9vFG2WuZL5je4TRE$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/sam.gov/opp/e94aafd959174ec2882511ace4c3e939/view__;!!May37g!Y7ROK5reD6aibvGqcyU4QhMr70poO5rDBkOhe8ngRzR2bEZJhTk9vFG2WuZLr1iaS_c$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/sam.gov/opp/f8c317353e0547f5b139fb87016075af/view__;!!May37g!Y7ROK5reD6aibvGqcyU4QhMr70poO5rDBkOhe8ngRzR2bEZJhTk9vFG2WuZLaCo0MGo$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/sam.gov/opp/84a904f180234f85bc861a604844c8d8/view__;!!May37g!Y7ROK5reD6aibvGqcyU4QhMr70poO5rDBkOhe8ngRzR2bEZJhTk9vFG2WuZLC0BjZwM$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/sam.gov/opp/a27caede2da442ce86ec6f52c2aa13f1/view__;!!May37g!Y7ROK5reD6aibvGqcyU4QhMr70poO5rDBkOhe8ngRzR2bEZJhTk9vFG2WuZL13ocHys$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/sam.gov/opp/b8c670091b7947ca99658c48f62e0621/view__;!!May37g!Y7ROK5reD6aibvGqcyU4QhMr70poO5rDBkOhe8ngRzR2bEZJhTk9vFG2WuZLrly7fEc$
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AAL SBIR SI SLIDE DECK GUIDE
VERSION 0.1   | 23APR21   |  Austin, TX







General Guide
Slide Deck Contents


Proposers can submit an optional slide deck of up to 10 slides 
in Volume 5: Supporting Documents. The slide deck should 
contain relevant additional information on the technical 
approach, the team, commercialization plans, or relevant 
technology/research not previously included in the proposal.
If a proposer elects to submit a slide deck, its information will 
be used in the evaluation process


Options for this section can include use as a supplemental 
(technical) information section similar to those found in journal 
articles, an opportunity to describe additional detail about the 
team, photos of facilities/equipment to be used, experimental 
diagrams, or information about the firm’s funding/capital 
systems or structures, VC relationships, etc. Please note the 
slide deck is not limited to the use cases described above.







SAMPLE 
Supplemental
Tech Info


If your proposal refers to a technical idea or academic concept that serves as 
an important basis for your proposal (such as an underlying scientific 
principle), you may choose to add supporting information to aid the reader’s 
understanding. This may be especially important if the concept is not widely 
known or is particularly innovative or niche in the relevant technology field. 


Supplemental information of this type can be academic in nature, but should 
remain connected to the topic and contribute to technical understanding of the 
proposed concept. With that in mind, some possible examples could include 
extra data, equations that describe a central scientific principle, detailed 
explanation of algorithms, diagrams illustrating how a component works, to 
name a few.


Detail and clarity are crucial to constructing useful technical SI slides!







SAMPLE 
Personnel 
Info


The main proposal should go a long way toward highlighting the relevant 
experience, skills, and capabilities of your team members in relation to the 
topic statement. However, you may wish to emphasize previous work 
completed by the team that serves as a good background or foundation to the 
current topic with additional detail that may not easily fit with the overall 
proposal flow.


Supplemental information of this type should focus on your team’s 
successes  such as previous accomplishments in the technical field, other 
products commercialized, funding secured, or any other accomplishments that 
show the team has the abilities and experience to deliver on the proposed 
ideas.







SAMPLE 
Facilities and
Equipment


Your proposal should show that your team has the required infrastructure 
(facilities, equipment, etc.) to complete the work described. It may be useful to 
include photographs or diagrams of the proposed experimental setup or 
equipment to be used. If space is a concern in the original proposal, this can be 
included in the SI slides.


Again, these photos or diagrams should be relevant to the topic, and their 
reason for inclusion should be clear to the reader. If equipment is unusual or 
highly specialized, it may be useful to elaborate on its function and reasons for 
inclusion







SAMPLE 
Structure and
Capital


There might be details of your organization that could be useful for the 
reviewers to know. If you plan on partnering with another company that can fill 
a skill gap in your team, or possesses unique capabilities, hardware, etc., then 
the supplemental slides are a great place to describe their capabilities and 
relationships to your organization in greater detail. If you plan to share 
development, a detailed explanation of how will help the readers understand 
where competencies and risks may be present.


Sometimes companies will have unique funding sources or relationships with 
investors or venture capital firms. While it may not have a direct contribution to 
the overall contents of the proposal, there could be situations that help 
contribute to the team’s success that the reviewer should be aware of.  If you 
wish to include this type of information, clarity and detail of the positive 
impacts can aid in overall understanding.







THANK YOU
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Q: Is there a list of sensors that we can see before submitting our whitepaper?
A: The RCVs are currently experimental prototypes. They have a suite of basic automotive, drivetrain


battery diagnostics sensors etc. There are currently no vibration, smoke/olfactory/chemical, acoustic,laser, or
visual sensors that are designed to support remote troubleshooting or advanced diagnostics. Novel, smart, or
pivoted sensors that support the Army Use Case are an important aspect of solving this problem.


Q: Is there a dashboard already created that needs to be modified or does it need to be created from
scratch?


A: Soldiers have access to the Warfighter Machine Interface (WMI) that provides video feed of the
environment in which the RCV is moving in and basic health functions such as the battery percentage, fuel
percentage, and connectivity between the Soldier and RCV. This interface can be modified based on your
solutions needs, or a new interface can be proposed.


Q: What types of communications will be available?
A:  Two general concepts: anything would have to be going through standard teleop communication


links and standard ethernet connection. The communications budget has not yet been fully determined,
however, we need to keep the information being communicated as small as possible to work in long-range,
degraded, contested, and crowded spectrum environments.


Q: Are you looking for a hardware or software solution?
A: We are looking for both hardware and software solutions. We are also looking for enabling


technologies (components) as well as end to end solutions.


Q: Is the analysis expected to be done on or off the vehicle?
A: It depends on the situation and we expect a mixture of both. You should expect degraded


environments where cloud computing is not always possible.


Q: Is the 12-week cohort required?
A: For Phase I of the project the 12-week cohort is not required, but it is highly recommended.


However, if you have technologies that you think are easily pivoted without this support, please reach out to
our Corporate Ventures Team and we’ll try to link you up with the right POC. Or, apply and let us see if we can
support you through the cohort program.


Q: Are the cohort travel requirements costed in by the government, or do we need to price this in our
proposals?


A: Cohort travel requirements are part of your proposal.


Q: Can one company submit multiple solutions/white papers?
A: Companies may submit multiple submissions for different proposed solutions. You cannot be double


funded for the same work and cannot be awarded twice for this topic.
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Q: Will there be a template/specific format for the white paper?
A: There is a template for the whitepaper and for the optional slide deck at the bottom of:


https://aal.army/spartn/#topics


Q: Are Government security clearances required for participation by the team members?
A: It is not required for the Phase I. If it is required in the future, we would let awarded companies know


when and how to possess clearances.


Q: Beta SAM indicates a 2-month option: For this SBO Department of the Army will accept Phase I
proposals for the cost of up to $250,000. This includes a 3-month base period not to exceed $200,000
and a 2-month option period not to exceed $50,000. Is this
Correct?


A: Yes, this is correct. You will budget for up to $200K and if you are awarded for Phase 2 there might
be a couple months where you are waiting for additional funding. We don’t want you to have to stop working
while you’re waiting for additional funding, so we allow for the $50K extra option.



https://aal.army/spartn/#topics






THE PROBLEM
Robotic Combat Vehicles (RCVs) reduce the risk to Soldiers and deliver 
advantages during conflict. But the U.S. Army can only retain these 
advantages if RCVs can stay in the fight. 


As part of modernization efforts, the Army wants to implement smart-
sensor capabilities to help sustain these platforms. From remote 
troubleshooting, to predictive maintenance, to the ability to anticipate 
resupply, these capabilities will be critical to the future ground force.


THE OPPORTUNITY
Capabilities like these are maturing in the commercial market. That’s 
why AAL is partnering with the Next Generation Combat Vehicle Cross 
Functional Team and PM Maneuver Combat Systems on this SPARTN 
SBIR topic, Robotic Combat Vehicle (RCV) Sustainment (#A214-035). 


We are inviting companies that develop modular hardware and software 
components to apply. Ultimately, the Army must be able to gather, 
fuse, and interpret RCV sustainment requirements and operational 
capabilities in order to deliver actionable information to decision makers 
and end users (Soldiers).


Examples of desired features include, but are not limited to:


	• Fusion of fuel level and altitude sensor data so we can amend 
refueling requirements


	• Ability to remotely corroborate reported damage to the vehicle 
and identify potential fixes


	• Analysis of battery charge history to predict battery 
degradation and replacement timeline


	• Prioritization of critical data for transfers made in a degraded 
communication environment


	• An integrated user interface that is able to display RCV 
sustainment requirements


In Phase I, as many as 10 businesses will be selected to receive up 
to $200,000 each for a 12-week period of performance, including the 
ability to participate in an optional cohort. In Phase II, as many as 5 
businesses will be selected to receive up to $1.5 million for a 24-month 
period of performance.


RCV-LIGHT
The RCV(L) is an experimental prototype for 
an unmanned platform that uses a modular 
mission payload (MMP) architecture. This allows 
commanders at even the lowest tactical levels to 
rapidly augment the vehicle for various missions. 
The RCV(L) is a nimble vehicle that is optimized for 
size, weight, power, and cost (SWaP-C).


RCV-MEDIUM
The RCV(M) is an experimental prototype for an 
unmanned platform that uses MMP architecture 
but possesses an increased profile, armor, and 
enhanced ability to target. Its capabilities include 
electronic warfare (EW), counter-unmanned 
aerial systems (CUAS), and mobile obscuration — 
reducing risks to Soldiers in dangerous situations.


PROJECT ORIGIN
Project Origin is used as a technology demonstrator 
for MMPs. Selected businesses will have the 
opportunity to test solutions on a demonstrator 
like Project Origin. This platform is the predecessor 
that gave rise to unmanned scout vehicles which 
identify terrain, find targets, and engage enemies 
while keeping Soldiers informed. 


KEEPING ROBOTIC COMBAT VEHICLES
(RCVs) RUGGED AND COMBAT READY


RCV Sustainment



https://www.spiedigitallibrary.org/conference-proceedings-of-spie/5422/0000/Modular-mission-payload-architecture/10.1117/12.553031.short?SSO=1

https://www.spiedigitallibrary.org/conference-proceedings-of-spie/5422/0000/Modular-mission-payload-architecture/10.1117/12.553031.short?SSO=1





Created in FY20, Special Program Awards for Required Technology 
Needs (SPARTN) is a new program for the Army — and for the small 
businesses that want to work with us — led by the Army ASA(ALT) 
Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) team and bolstered by 
AAL models and outreach. 


SPARTN blends government and industry best practices to introduce 
a new whole-of-Army, collaborative approach to solution innovation. 
The result is a way to solve Army problems faster and to accelerate 
the process by which successful technology is purchased by the Army.


All topics released through SPARTN feature challenging and important 
problem statements from problem owners across the Army. These 
represent some of our biggest challenges and the ones we want to 
work closely with industry to solve. 


To learn more about SPARTN or how to apply for a SPARTN topic, visit 
aal.army/SPARTN.


ABOUT THE ARMY APPLICATIONS LABORATORY
We’re not a laboratory in the traditional sense of the word. As the U.S. Army’s innovation unit, we don’t make things 
— we make things possible. The Army Applications Laboratory (AAL) is fundamentally reshaping how the Army works 
with industry to reunite American innovation and national security. Together, we question why and deliver what if. Learn 
how we do it at aal.army.


Visit aal.army/cohortprogram to learn more about the AAL Cohort 
Program and the benefits of participating.


THE AAL COHORT MODEL + SPARTN TOPICS
AAL’s Cohort Program is similar to an accelerator, similar to 
a hackathon, similar to traditional acquisitions, but none of 
those things by itself. It brings together businesses that don’t 
usually work with the DoD and focuses them on solving a specific 
Army problem. They work side by side with Soldiers and with a 
community of Army experts and stakeholders on a shared learning 
journey to create something new.


Businesses selected for this topic will be invited to join a focused 
cohort to gain deeper insight into the problem and direct interaction 
with Army stakeholders and end users. While joining a cohort isn’t 
required, it can provide more access and information to help refine 
your solution.


A DIFFERENT KIND OF COHORT


//   Not a conventional cohort or accelerator program


//   Hybrid experience with both virtual and in-person activities


//   �Each cohort focuses on solving a specific problem


//   Increased access to key Army leaders and end users


//   Visits to Army posts where you can see the problem firsthand 


BACKGROUND ON THE NEW 
SPARTN PROGRAM


WHAT MAKES SPARTN DIFFERENT?


1 Problems released through SPARTN are tied to the Army’s critical 
needs and other focused modernization efforts


2   Faster contracting speed, with businesses typically notified of award 
4x faster than the conventional SBIR process


3   Potential for millions in total value follow-on contract to build a concept 
or prototype related to the specific problem


4   Acquisition teams included early with the goal of easing transition and 
building new tech into recurring Army budgets


5   Potential for future high-value contracts via SBIR, other government 
funds, and private investment you secure



http://aal.army/SPARTN

http://aal.army

http://aal.army/cohortprogram
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KEY TERMS OF REFERENCE


GENERAL TERMS
● Army Futures Command (AFC)
● Cross-Functional Team (CFT)
● Assistant Secretary of the Army (Acquisition, 


Logistics and Technology) (ASA(ALT))
● Preventative Maintenance Checks & Services 


(PMCS)
● Modular Open Systems Architecture (MOSA)
● Multi-Domain Operations (MDO)
● Military Occupational Specialty (MOS)
● Program of Record


PROJECT-SPECIFIC TERMS
● Modular Mission Package (MMP)
● Forward Line of Robots/Sensors (FLOR)
● Manned-Unmanned Teaming (MUM-T)
● Experimental Prototype
● Technology Demonstrator
● Size, Weight, Power, Computing, Cost (SWAP-C2)
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RCV-LIGHT
 


RCV-MEDIUM


 


 PROJECT ORIGIN
 


 


KEY TERMS OF REFERENCE


The RCV(L) is an experimental 
prototype for an unmanned 
platform that uses a modular 
mission payload (MMP) 
architecture. This allows 
commanders at even the 
lowest tactical levels to rapidly 
augment the vehicle for various 
missions. The RCV(L) is a 
nimble vehicle that is optimized 
for size, weight, power, 
computing, and cost 
(SWaP-C2). Current prototype 
by QinetiQ.


The RCV(M) is an experimental 
prototype for an unmanned 
platform that uses MMP 
architecture but possesses an 
increased profile, armor, and 
enhanced ability to target. Its 
capabilities include electronic 
warfare (EW), 
counter-unmanned aerial 
systems (CUAS), and mobile 
obscuration — reducing risks to 
Soldiers in dangerous 
situations. Current prototype by 
Textron.


Project Origin is used as a 
technology demonstrator for 
MMPs. Selected businesses will 
have the opportunity to test 
solutions on a demonstrator like 
Project Origin. This platform is 
the predecessor that gave rise 
to unmanned scout vehicles 
that identify terrain, find targets, 
and engage enemies while 
keeping Soldiers informed.







Our mission is to align innovative solutions and technologies 
with Army problems, resources, and programs to rapidly 


discover, validate, and transition technology applications in 
support of Army modernization.


HOW DOES AAL WORK?
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 ACCESS  TRANSPARENCY
 


 CAPITAL
 


LOWERING BARRIERS TO ENTRY


● Direct access to Army 
leaders, decision makers, 
and end users


● Solution Innovation teams 
for co-design with Soldiers 
and industry


● Projects align with funded 
Army programs from the 
start


● Hands-on demos and 
experiences


● Corporate Ventures team 
focused on lasting 
relationships 


● Use channels and language 
that are familiar to 
commercial folks


● Remove constraints to 
focus on problems, not 
“requirements”


● Align what you do to what 
we need 


● Pathways to larger and 
more enduring contracts


● Contracts up to 90% faster 
than comparable programs


● All non-dilutive funding 
options


● $22.9 million awarded to 
44 companies
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AAL PROJECT MANAGEMENT 


Select 
best-in-breed 


solvers
Prep for Phase II


Message the 
opportunity


Select solvers
Contract 


Educate
Immerse
Discover


Refine
Deliver


Build a team
Define the problem


Understand the tech
Find opportunities


Plan the cohort1 2


4 3


Working by, with, and through Army stakeholders 
and a large community of action.


The Community of Action
Technical/Engineering Experts


End users (Soldiers, Leaders, SMEs)
Army Capability Managers (ACMs)


Innovation labs & Academia
Industry Aggregators 
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HARDWARE-TO-HUMAN RATIOMODULAR MISSION PACKAGES 
(MMPs)


ACHIEVING OVERMATCH


Versatility and Unpredictability


● Weapons


● Optics


● Tethered UAV


● Obscuration


● Sensors 


● Jammers 


● Communications


Less Risk and More Options


● Improved Standoff


● Increased Capability 


● Dangerous Tasks


● Survivability 


● Rapidly Modified


● Rapidly Fixed/Sustained


Growing Sustainment Problem


● Labor


● Material


● Coordination


● Data → Information


● Communication


RCV SUSTAINMENT PROJECT (SBIR TOPIC #A214-035)
 Develop hardware/software components around sensors and sensor data to gather, fuse, 


and interpret Robotic Combat Vehicle (RCV) sustainment requirements and operational 
capabilities in order to deliver actionable information to decision makers, at echelon. 
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UNDERSTANDING THE PROBLEM
Exploration of support requirements for RCVs in future operational environment


and maturing capabilities into the acquisition framework
to provide ultimate utility to the Soldier.


CHALLENGES
● Battling growth to sustainment with introduction of 


RCV platforms into the force


● Opportunities to evaluate sustainment implications and 
supportability requirements


● Sustainment specifications that influence 
system/program design decisions and outcomes


● New logistics technologies to lessen sustainment 
burden and enhance supportability of maneuver forces


INTENTIONS
● Identify RCV-unique logistics capabilities and 


technologies that enhance mission effectiveness and 
meet product support requirements


● Influencing sustainment early in the process


● Better defining sustainment requirements through 
prototyping, modelling, and experimentation


● Demand reduction enablers to improve effectiveness 
and efficiency of operational range, readiness, and 
lethality
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● Pivot novel commercial sensors


● Support remote troubleshooting


● Decrease digital noise and increase computational 
power for data fusion


● Innovative Engine Control Units (ECU) and wireless 
sensor nodes


● Use of onboard sensor suite for sustainment specific 
analysis


● Integrative diagnostics monitoring


● Customized graphics user interfaces


● Minimized data form factors for degraded 
communication environments


SENSE


FUSE


ANALYZE


INFORM


THE TECHNOLOGIES WE NEED
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CHALLENGES
● Battling growth to sustainment with introduction of 


RCV platforms into the force


● How do RCVs change the way the Army looks at 
sustainment?


● What technology could future combat vehicles adopt 
that would lower the logistics burden at the point of 
need?


● What repair and/or servicing challenges arise with 
far-forward robotic systems?


● What are ways to reduce physical and cognitive 
maintenance burdens on these systems?


● What other unique maintenance requirements are 
introduced with autonomous vehicles?


DEVELOPING REQUIREMENTS & REFINING TECH
● Better identify unique and central supportability needs 


of RCVs


● Inform and refine RCV logistics requirements and 
capabilities


● Provide artifacts to inform acquisition product support 
decisions and planning for program of record and 
system support strategy


UNDERSTANDING THE PROBLEM
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DELIVER TO END USER AT ECHELON
Support Decisions


● Reduce Physical Labor
● Inform Rapid Coordination
● Operational Capability
● Repair/Maintenance
● Support Material Ordering
● Minimal Bandwidth


GATHER THE RIGHT DATA
Inform Sensor Fusion


● Engine & Battery
● Drivetrain
● Damage
● Weapons & Optics
● MMPs
● Environment
● Vibration


FUSE INFORMATION
Develop Knowledge


● Reduce Cognitive Labor
● Remote Troubleshooting
● PMC → S
● Damage Assessments
● Historical Analysis
● Event Modeling


Time Triggers ----- Event Triggers ----- Continuous Stream


DISCUSSING SOLUTIONS
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WHAT MAKES SPARTN DIFFERENT?
● Problems released through SPARTN are tied to the Army’s critical needs and other focused modernization efforts


● Faster contracting speed, with businesses typically notified of award 4x faster than the conventional SBIR process 


● Potential for millions in total value follow-on contract to build a concept or prototype related to the specific problem 


● Acquisition teams included early with the goal of easing transition and building new tech into recurring Army budgets 


● Potential for future high-value contracts via SBIR, other government funds, and private investment you secure


THIS IS SPARTN







ARMY APPLICATIONS LABORATORY14


THIS IS SPARTN
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SPARTN AT A GLANCE
 Applying for a SPARTN SBIR topic is pretty straightforward, as long as you understand the steps involved.
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AAL COHORT PROGRAM
POSITIONING 
STATEMENT Created to solve specific Army modernization challenges on a compressed timeline. 


VALUE 
PROPOSITION


Matches qualified companies with Army problems owners to speed capability development,
accelerate transition to a program of record, and de-risk or inform requirements.


VALUE 
DESCRIPTION


Designed for nontraditional businesses that own unique, applicable technology
and are interested in growing a new line of business into the DoD.


KEY 
MESSAGES Workshops & Education End User Engagement Level Playing Field


PROOF 
POINTS


• Translate Army problems into 
terms you can understand


• Coach on how to enter the 
DoD acquisition system


• Act as a concierge to help 
navigate Army people, tools, 
and processes


• Multiple touchpoints with 
Soldiers who are actively using 
relevant equipment in the field


• Access to people who write 
the contracts and make 
purchase decisions 


• Assessed on the merit of your 
solution not the number of 
existing DoD contracts


• Access non-dilutive capital to 
support new dual-use 
solutions


• Build brand recognition within 
a highly valuable market (DoD)


BRAND 
PROMISE Discover what’s possible
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COHORT CURRICULUM


11


2


3–6


8–11


7


12


WEEK 1
ORIENTATION
(DETROIT ARSENAL) 
2–6 AUG


WEEK 2
SOLDIER TOUCHPOINT


(FT HOOD)
9–13 AUG 


WEEK 3–6
GROWTH + PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT (VIRTUAL)
16 AUG–10 SEP


● Concept Design Brief: Topic Introductions
● Army Stakeholder Roundtables
● 1:1 Meetings with Cohort Staff
● Office Hours: CFT/PM/AAL (Optional)


WEEK 7 


CONCEPT REFINEMENT BRIEF
(DETROIT ARSENAL/CAMP GRAYLING)


13–17 SEP 


WEEK 8–11
GROWTH + PRODUCT REFINEMENT (VIRTUAL)
20 SEP–15 OCT


● Concept Design Brief: Submissions/Reviews/Edits
● Army Stakeholder Roundtables
● 1:1 Meetings with Cohort Staff
● Office Hours: CFT/PM/AAL (Optional)


WEEK 12
CONCEPT DESIGN BRIEFING


(DETROIT ARSENAL)
18–22 OCT


PHASES AND FUNDING
SBIR Phase I (12 weeks): Up to $200,000
SBIR Phase II (24 months): Up to $1.5 million
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● Schedule a TPOC call at https://calendly.com/jessica-larson-civ/rcv-tpoc-call until June 2nd


● Proposers may submit written questions through the DSIP Topic Q&A module at https://www.dodsbirsttr.mil/submissions/login until June 9th


● Applications open on June 3rd, and close on June 23rd at 11:00am CT


○ You can apply at dodsbirsttr.mil/submissions/login


● Learn more about SPARTN and find general resources on how to apply at aal.army/spartn


● Funding Vehicle & Contract Awards


○ SBIR Phase I (12 weeks): Up to $200,000


○ SBIR Phase II (24 months): Up to $1.5 million


● For general SBIR resources visit: sbir.gov/tutorials


● Join the AAL “Ask Me Anything” Webinar on June 16th for our special topic of Proposal Writing at 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/startup-ama-with-army-applications-laboratory-tickets-131934972053


● Review the 19 RCV Webinar recording at aal.army/resources/#webinars


● Start Date: Aug 2nd


NOW WHAT?



https://calendly.com/jessica-larson-civ/rcv-tpoc-call

https://www.dodsbirsttr.mil/submissions/login

http://dodsbirsttr.mil/submissions/login

http://aal.army/spartn

http://sbir.gov/tutorials

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/startup-ama-with-army-applications-laboratory-tickets-131934972053

http://aal.army/resources/#webinars
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● Do you have a sense of the types of data (sensor, machine, network) that may be available from the RCV platforms?


○ The RCVs are currently experimental prototypes. They have a suite of basic automotive, drivetrain battery diagnostics 
sensors etc. There are currently no vibration, smoke/olfactory/chemical, acoustic, laser, or visual sensors that are designed 
to support remote troubleshooting or advanced diagnostics. Novel, smart, or pivoted sensors that support the Army Use 
Case are an important aspect of solving this problem.


● Should we assume a primarily electrified "fleet" for RCV(L) and RCV(M)? 


○ Yes — hybrid diesel engines with battery-driven motors


● What is the anticipated communications budget from the vehicle?


○ The communications budget has not yet been fully determined; however, we need to keep the information being 
communicated as small as possible to work in long-range, degraded, contested, and crowded spectrum environments.


TECHNOLOGY QUESTIONS 


ARMY APPLICATIONS LABORATORY
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● This is Health & Usage Monitoring — is there an Army-wide strategy for HUMS — once the data is off the platform, 
the data warehousing and mining is the same. Surely it makes sense to harmonize efforts?


○ The Army-wide or enterprise strategy is currently under development. The data warehousing aspect in particular is 
being developed by the Logistics Data Analysis Center (LDAC). This will likely be a secure cloud-based system.


● Is there a requirement for a central data recorder system that will securely store all platform data?


○ A centralized data recorder system is planned for CAN bus data and currently active Diagnostic Trouble Codes obtained 
from the onboard controllers. The storage size needed has not been determined yet.


● Are the RCVs digitized? Is there a CAN bus in the automotive, for instance? You talked about common automotive 
sensor suite already in use. Does this mean something like CAN bus is already available onboard for sharing and 
publishing sensor data?


○ CAN bus is the main communications bus used to transmit automotive sensor data. Ethernet is also used for 
navigation-related sensors, such as LIDARs.


TECHNOLOGY QUESTIONS [CONT.]
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● Are we able to get a copy of the Modular Mission Payload (MMP) architecture? 


○ We will provide the necessary details on the prototype vehicles and prototype MMPs to the companies that are 
downselected to help solve this complex problem.  


● What maturity does the technology need to be today?


○ We purposefully keep our aperture wide to accept all kinds of ideas. That said, it is important to note that the 
technology must be capable of pivoting to support the Army use case. It must be a suitable, feasible, and acceptable 
proposal.


● How are the drivers/pilots communicating with RCV, e.g., real-time radio, RCV comes back to base to download 
data, and/or pre-programmed?


○ RCV platforms are primarily tele-operated — so yes, real-time radio.


● Who designed the current prototypes? 


○ Textron and Qinetic (formerly Pratt & Miller)


TECHNOLOGY QUESTIONS [CONT.]


Webinar Q&A
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● Does Maintenance Training (in a schoolhouse) fit into the overall RCV Sustainment vision?


○ Yes, though this is not the purview of this project, we are working with SMEs and Army Capability Managers to help 
frame the problem and develop the cohort curriculum.  The Army is looking at training for the professionals who will 
maintain and sustain these vehicles. New courses and Military Occupational Specialties are being considered.


● What is the Government's position on the use of secure cloud-based storage?


○ A secure cloud-based storage approach is currently the expected solution. Details have not been finalized at this time.


● Are the presented problems already based on RCV early users’/testers’ input (i.e., Soldiers) or is this completely 
open/greenfield topic with no particular prioritization from users' input?


○ The RCV Sustainment problem statement was framed with early feedback from Soldiers, SMEs, Engineers, ACMs, 
CDIDs, and the other members of the larger Community of Action that is working with AAL to help solve this problem.


● How are RCVs navigating and measuring where they are? Are RCVs driven by a driver/pilot or pre-programmed for 
a mission? 


○ RCVs are primarily tele-operated with limited waypoint navigation, tasked by the Soldiers controlling the platforms.


TECHNOLOGY QUESTIONS [CONT.]


Webinar Q&A
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● Is the Army looking for prognostics to include both the automotive and payload subsystems of the RCV? 


○ Yes, we want solutions that can apply to both the vehicle and its MMPs.


● Is “navigation & measurement” considered a sensor for RCV sustainability?


○ Yes, we will need to monitor perception sensors and navigation sensors (e.g., inertial measurement units), but new 
navigation and measurement sensors are not a part of this project unless they can somehow be pivoted to support 
sustainment, remote troubleshooting, etc.


● Could you describe the existing/current user interface that was mentioned? 


○ It’s a basic user interface that displays diagnostic data, called the Warfighter Machine Interface (WMI). Used to allow the 
Soldier to see where the RCV is going for situational awareness. It has connectivity to the RCV for all the basic info (e.g., 
fuel level, battery level), so it is a very basic interface but can be built upon and modified as required.


TECHNOLOGY QUESTIONS [CONT.]


Webinar Q&A
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● Does AAL have a presentation illustrating all the RCVs that the Army is currently using? If so, what are the common 
modes of failure for each of these vehicles?


○ We have an RCV Info sheet on our resources page at https://aal.army/resources/#. This will help explain the RCV(L), 
RCV(M), and Project Origin vehicles. At this stage, these three systems are experimental prototypes. Additional 
information on all these vehicles is available online.


● Can you describe the data connectivity?


○ CAN bus, which is the most common for automotive, as well as ethernet are the two main buses of concern.


● Does the Army prefer using a UI for Soldiers layered on and integrated with WMI or standalone/separate? 


○ We don’t have a preference. We want to ensure the flexibility for industry solutions so that we don’t limit the possibilities.


TECHNOLOGY QUESTIONS [CONT.]


Webinar Q&A
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● Are there communications standards that define how this sensor data can be obtained, or is it expected that we 
integrate with the OEM?


○ Since it is a prototype, there are still options. The low-level data is usually defined using the typical CAN bus 
mechanism, so it will be a CAN mechanism (CAN SAE J1939, similarly for ethernet). The OEM input we are using is a 
Modular Open-Source Architecture, so the standards will be defined as we go forward.


● How do the current ongoing developments and objectives of the OMFV program interface with that of this 
particular project?  


○ Please take a look at the Optionally Manned Fighting Vehicle (OMFV) Architecture working group outputs that are 
published through the National Automotive Mobility Consortium (NAMC) at 
https://www.namconsortium.org/news/omfv-narrative-paper. We expect the RCVs modular open-source architecture 
will build off the OMFV work.


TECHNOLOGY QUESTIONS [CONT.]
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● Is the intent for data processing to be embedded onboard or will the data be sent to a different OS for processing? 


○ Ideally there is a need for both. Often, we do offline processing to develop and test the models. Then, once the models 
are trained and developed, they will ideally be onboard to give a more direct, immediate assessment of the vehicle’s 
performance.


● Can you please help us understand the degree of autonomy you are expecting? Should the system automatically 
detect and react to issues, or should it just notify the user? Would the goal be high levels of autonomy and 
automatically addressing any system, device, or resource issues?


○ It depends on the situation and the application of the technology. For example, if it is a system that detects a critical 
malfunction, there may be some desire to have it automatically adjust, but it is probably going to compete with other 
functions and priorities on the platform in terms of operation. Depending on the operation and depending on the 
automatic response, we would probably have a spectrum or continuum of capabilities moving forward. We would be 
interested in approaches across that continuum or spectrum.


TECHNOLOGY QUESTIONS [CONT.]
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● What is the role of ROS2 in the data/fusion and decision-making aspects of the RCV?  Do you expect elements to 
be ROS2-compatible?


○ Yes, that would be preferred. There is a portion of the automotive system that is not on ROS, such as low-level vehicle 
automotive components (engine, transmission, brakes, etc.), but there is a portion of sensors that communicate through 
ROS, so that would be desirable. 


● What considerations exist around host compute and onboard power limitations?  Is there a max power requirement 
that we need to consider? 


○ Since it is a prototype, there is no limit at this stage. Ideally, this would be developed as part of a tradeoff. If we add 
additional sensors, what is the cost for both weight and power, and what is the benefit of what that additional sensor 
suite gives us, or what is the benefit of an algorithm running on the platform. Ideally, we would like to develop this 
tradeoff analysis so that the Program Manager can make an informed decision.


TECHNOLOGY QUESTIONS [CONT.]
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● Phase I projects are typically 6-month periods of performance. Does the 12-week cohort fall within that or replace 
that?


○ The 12-week cohort is the period of performance that replaces the standard 6-month period of performance.


● Is the 12-week cohort required?


○ For Phase I of the project, the 12-week cohort is required. However, if you have technologies that you think are easily 
pivoted without this support, please reach out to our Corporate Ventures Team and we will try to link you up with the 
right point of contact. Or, apply and let us see if we can support you through the cohort program.


● Are the cohort travel requirements costed in by the government, or do we need to price this in our proposals?


○ Cohort travel requirements are part of your proposals.


● Will there be only one Cohort?


○ The RCV Sustainment project is a single cohort with 10 companies in that cohort for Phase I of the project. Phase II will 
not use a cohort model.


COHORT QUESTIONS


Webinar Q&A
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● I am confused if the output of the cohort is the goal. Does the output entail the five or so Phase II companies in a 
working group to solve elements of their specialty toward the larger sustainment, or are the individual elements by 
individual companies to be combined in later programs?


○ We do not want to prescribe the dynamics and relationships that develop in the cohort — that will largely be determined 
by what we discover in the submission and down select process. Individual companies will determine how they interact 
with each other. They will be in multiple situations where hearing each other’s ideas will be a part of the cohort 
curriculum.


● For travel-planning purposes, where would the cohort be physically hosted, and is that the same location that all 
in-person Army interactions take place?


○ There will be four travel “weeks” of four or five days each: three to Detroit Arsenal, Warren, MI and one to Fort Hood, 
Texas. There are contingencies to make these all virtual (due to COVID-19 risk, etc.). Weeks 3–6 and 8–11 will be 
executed virtually.


COHORT QUESTIONS [CONT.]
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● How do you envision handling teaming arrangements? 


○ The cohort is designed to put companies in contact with Army Stakeholders and the end users (Soldiers). Companies 
will be working on their specific solutions around each other and discussing among each other, but there is no 
obligation for companies to work with others. Each company’s IPs will be protected throughout the cohort, but they will 
be in situations where working together will behoove them.


● What efforts will be made during the cohort to put companies in contact with the OEMs?


○ Because these are experimental prototypes and not programs of record, they are not necessarily the final manufacturers 
of the RCVs of the future. That said, we are accessing the manufacturers for the technical data and sensor suites, etc., 
and once the cohort begins, you will have access to that information. Our other partners are the centers within Army 
Futures Command (AFC), so we are acting as the lead integrator for this project.


COHORT QUESTIONS [CONT.]
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● Will there be the possibility of combining similar solutions submitted and having multiple awardees/companies to 
work on the solution together?


○ With this being a cohort, you will have the possibility to collaborate with other companies on contract. If you decide to 
build out a solution together, you are able to submit a combined Phase II solution for the possibility of winning $1.5 
million that would be split between the companies.


● Since this particular program utilizes SBIR funding, how is the affiliation rule applied?


○ Please visit https://www.sbir.gov/affiliation to learn more about specific affiliation rules.


● Will it be tied to a specific NAICS code?


○ The listed NAICS Code is 5417 — Scientific Research and Development Services.


● Can one company submit multiple solutions/white papers?


○ Companies may submit multiple submissions for different proposed solutions. You cannot be double-funded for the 
same work and cannot be awarded twice for this topic.


SBIR QUESTIONS
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● Will there be a template/specific format for the white paper?


○ There is a template for the whitepaper and for the optional slide deck at the bottom of: https://aal.army/spartn/#topics.


● Can non-U.S. citizens work under the program?


○ Non-U.S. citizens may work for an awarded company as long as the company itself is U.S.-based.


● Are Government security clearances required for participation by the team members?


○ It is not required for the Phase I. If it is required in the future, we would let awarded companies know when and how to 
obtain clearances.


● Can proposals include partners or subcontractors, and can they participate directly in cohorts with a “prime” 
awardee?


○ Companies may partner with other companies. There are many variations of whom a company may want to partner 
with, so please take a look at https://www.sbir.gov/tutorials/preparing-proposal/tutorial-4 for more information.


SBIR QUESTIONS [CONT.]
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● If we expect to feed into a larger management system (the fuse to report function), is that okay or considered a 
limited response?


○ We are looking for enabling technology and full systems. If you feel like your technology can provide a solution to the 
RCV sustainment problem, you are more than welcome to submit a proposal.


● Beta.SAM.gov indicates a two-month option. For this, the SBO Department of the Army will accept Phase I 
proposals for the cost of up to $250,000. This includes a three-month base period not to exceed $200,000 and a 
two-month option period not to exceed $50,000. Is this correct? 


○ Yes, this is correct. You will budget for up to $200,000 and, if you are awarded for Phase II, there may be a couple 
months where you are waiting for additional funding. We don’t want you to have to stop working while you are waiting 
for additional funding, so we allow for the $50,000 extra option.


SBIR QUESTIONS [CONT.]
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| SPARTN PHASE 1 SBIR TEMPLATE| 
 


 


 
 


 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Proposals to SPARTN SBIR have six volumes, with an optional 10-slide deck. 
 
Volume 1, the proposal cover sheet, is where you put your company’s basic information, 
answer questions that demonstrate your eligibility to apply to SBIR, and give an overview 
of your proposal. Your technical abstract and a section on the anticipated 
benefits/potential commercial applications of your proposal. The cover sheet should 
NOT include any proprietary information, as it could be released to the public. The 
Defense SBIR/STTR Innovation Portal (DSIP), where you apply, will help you format this 
section.  
 
Volume 2, the Technical Volume, is a 10-page white paper. It contains three parts, and is 
the main portion of the proposal that reviewers evaluate. The goal of this white paper is 
to describe your technological vision and a potential path for development, your team, 
and your commercialization plan. This document contains guidance on the information to 
include in your proposal --and can serve as an optional template. This document is 
specifically designed for SPARTN SBIR and is not intended for other Department of 
Defense components, phases, or topics.  
 
Volume 3, the Cost Volume, is where you outline your cost breakdown. Like Volume 1, the 
DSIP site will help you format this section. Be sure to follow the instructions listed on the 
website.  
 
Volume 4 is a company commercialization report, which captures the results of past 
Phase II SBIR projects. As with Volume 1 and 3, the DSIP portal will help you format this. 
If you’ve never participated in the SBIR program before you’ll only have to answer a 
couple of questions.  
 
Volume 5 is the supporting documents section. In addition to the Foriegn Ownership and 
Control disclosure and Video Surveillance certification, Companies applying to SPARTN 
SBIR have the option of adding a 10-slide deck in this section if desired. There is no 
specified format for the slide deck, however there is an optional guide which can be found 
attached to the solicitation.  
 
Volume 6 contains the training to combat fraud, waste and abuse for all Phase I and 
Phase II proposals. You’ll be able to access this training through the DSIP site and it is 
required to submit a proposal.  
 







 


 


Be sure to check the BAA (the solicitation outlining the opportunity) for your topic to make 
sure your proposal meets all of the requirements. 
 


 
 
TECHNICAL VOLUME FORMATTING INSTRUCTIONS  
The total length of the white paper should not exceed 10 pages. Please number all pages 
of your proposal sequentially, and use a font no smaller than 10-point on a standard 8 ½” 
x 11” piece of paper with 1” margins.  
 
The header of each page of the white paper should contain your company name, topic 
number, and the proposal number assigned by the Defense SBIR/STTR Innovation portal 
site. This proposal number is created when you create Volume 1, the cover sheet. The 
header may be included in the 1” margin. 
 
If you want to include data in your proposal that you don’t want disclosed to the public for 
any purpose, or used by the Government except for evaluation purposes, put the 
following statement verbatim on the first page of your whitepaper:  
 
“This proposal includes data that shall not be disclosed outside the Government and shall 
not be duplicated, used, or disclosed-in whole or in part-for any purpose other than to 
evaluate this proposal. If, however, a contract is awarded to this offeror as a result of-or in 
connection with-the submission of this data, the Government shall have the right to 
duplicate, use, or disclose the data to the extent provided in the resulting contract. This 
restriction does not limit the Government's right to use information contained in this data if 
it is obtained from another source without restriction. The data subject to this restriction 
are contained in pages [insert page numbers (e.g. 1-10)]".  
 
Also be sure to mark each page you wish to restrict with, the “Use or disclosure of data 
contained on this page is subject to the restriction on the first page of this volume.” 
 
Save your proposal as a PDF file, including graphics. Perform a virus check before 
uploading it to the DSIP site, or it may be rejected. Do not lock or encrypt the file.  
 
TECHNICAL VOLUME SECTIONS 
Now that we’ve covered the general overview and formatting, it’s time to talk about the 
white paper itself. You should include each of these sections in your 10-page white paper. 
How much emphasis you put on a given section is up to you.  
  


TECHNICAL APPROACH 


TEAM QUALIFICATIONS 
 
COMMERCIALIZATION STRATEGY 







 


 


TECHNICAL APPROACH 
 
Here the Army is requesting details on how you are going to solve the problem. This 
section should detail the key elements of your approach, any risks, relevant past work; 
and how you will measure success. 
 


● Problem or Need Statement: Briefly describe the problem, need, or requirement, 
and its significance relevant to a Department of Defense application that the SBIR 
project results would address. If you are successful in this project, how will your 
technology make a difference? Articulate your objectives without jargon.  


 


● State of Technology: How is this problem tackled today and what are the limits of 
current practice?   


 


● Proposed Approach: List the technical objectives you want to achieve during this 
project. Describe how you will solve the problem you identified, and what makes 
your approach superior. Include a statement of work that provides an explicit 
description of your proposed work including proposed methods, timelines, 
contributions of any subcontractors, and delivery date of final products. This 
section should represent a substantial portion of your technical volume.  


● Risks: What are the risks of your proposed technical objectives and methods? How 
will these risks be mitigated?  


 


● Prior Work: Describe any previous work your business or key personnel have 
conducted in this field. If applicable, include the final results of these projects; and 
how the proposed work relates to these efforts.  


 


● Success: What metrics will be used to judge the success of this project? 
 


Companies may include links to short videos demonstrating relevant existing technology. 
However, the government will not evaluate marketing materials or other non-related 
information.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  







 


 


TEAM QUALIFICATIONS 
 
Here the Army is requesting details about the individuals and facilities that will conduct 
the work. This section should highlight the key personnel (both technical and business) 
who will work on the project, as well as the resources that will be brought to bear on 
solving the problem. 
 


● Scientific Qualifications: Describe the expertise of the principal investigators and 
other key members of the technical team working on this project. Include their 
educational background, relevant experience and a concise resume with relevant 
publications. Companies have the option to also include a link to their linked-in 
pages, however, this does not eliminate the need to include these qualifications in 
the proposal.      


 


● Commercial Qualifications. Describe the expertise and qualifications of your 
management, marketing/business development team that will support the 
transition of the technology from the prototype to the commercial market and into 
government operational environments. Has this team previously taken similar 
products/services to market? Has the CEO served in a C-level role prior to this 
endeavor? If the present team does not have this needed expertise, how do you 
plan to obtain it?  


 


● Facilities and Equipment: Describe the property plant and equipment that will be 
used to carry out this proposal. If proposing to purpose equipment please justify it 
here, and include the purchase price in the cost volume. Also include if the 
facilities where the work will be performed meet environmental regulations of the 
local, state and federal governments.  


 
  







 


 


COMMERCIALIZATION STRATEGY 
 
Here, the Army is requesting details about your plans to commercialize the results of your 
proposed SBIR/STTR project.  This section should detail the key elements of your 
commercialization strategy within the military, private sector, or both. The Army expects 
you to have an idea of how your solution will be commercialized or “transitioned” at the 
time that you apply so that you can fine tune that strategy during Phase I and/or begin 
implementing it during Phase II. 
 


● Description of Product(s) and/or System Application(s). Describe the ideal use 
case(s) suited for your solution, either as a complete system or subsystem, within 
the DoD and/or commercial sector. Identify the potential end-users, and/or 
potential DoD, Federal, and/or private sector customers who would likely use the 
technology.  


 


● Business Model(s)/Procurement Mechanism(s). Discuss your current business 
model hypothesis for bringing the technology to market. Questions that should be 
addressed include but are not limited to: How do you plan to generate revenue? 
How will your solution be manufactured or developed? How will your solution 
reach its desired customers and/or end-users? What is your pricing model? Who 
are the key decision-makers that control purchase decisions for this solution (if 
known)? 


 


● Target Market. Describe your beachhead market and/or the profile of your 
lighthouse customers. Describe their size, their growth rate, your reason for 
targeting them, and the key reason(s) they would consider purchasing your 
solution. What is changing in this market that makes this such a great opportunity 
for your proposed solution? Also discuss future markets you plan to address, and 
what milestones you would need to hit or miss in order to start focusing on those 
additional markets.  


 


● Competition. Describe competing solutions to this problem including the status 
quo, direct and indirect solutions on the market, and potential solutions that may 
still be under development. Explain your solution’s competitive differentiation, and 
why the market and/or key customers will choose your solution.  


 


● Anticipated Commercialization Results. If you are applying for a Phase II project, 
provide a schedule showing the anticipated quantitative commercialization results 
of the proposed work (i.e., amount of additional investment, sales revenue, etc.). 
Include the following three key milestones in this schedule:  


■ (1) One year after the start of Phase II,  







 


 


■ (2) The time of completion of Phase II, and  
■ (3) After the completion of Phase II.  
■ After the Phase II award is granted, recipients are required to report 


actual company sales and investment data in its Company 
Commercialization Report at least annually.  


 


● Previous SBIR/STTR Results. If applicable, include a summary of transition and 
commercialization activities conducted during prior SBIR/STTR efforts, and the 
Technology Readiness Level (TRL) achieved.  


 


● Commercialization Risks. Describe the major technology, market and team risks 
associated with commercializing your solution within the Army at scale (i.e. 
“transitioning” the solution).  If there is any threat of a lawsuit against your 
company and/or its key team members, explain those circumstances. If you have 
engaged in any material discussions with potential acquirers, provide relevant, 
disclosable details. 


 


● Financial Position. What is the financial history and health of your company (e.g., 
cash on hand, current and anticipated burn rates, profitability status or timeline, 
current and historical revenue, CAC to LTV ratio, etc.)? 


 


● Funding Requirements. Describe your company’s funding history. How much 
external financing have you raised and over how many rounds, if any? Describe 
your plans for future funding, including approximate timeline, expected amount(s), 
and source(s) (i.e. Internal, loan, angel, venture capital, grants, crowdsourcing, 
etc.). Do you consider anyone on your Cap Table to be a bad actor, as defined by 
the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)?  


 


While you can format this section however you like, tables can be helpful, especially for 
the schedule of major events. 
 







