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Today is 30 March. We are in the S54 Conference room talking to Mrs.
Minnie Kenny about her experiences at NSA when she came in the early
1950’s for the Black History Project. The interviewers are Yolonde
Dickerson and myself, Jeannette Williams. Minnie, When did you come to
the Agency?

In May of 1952.

OK. And how did you come... I’'m going to take off my coat. Would you
like to take off your coat?

More than likely | will. To keep it from getting too wrinkled up.

How did you come to be at NSA and tell us a little bit about your
background.

Actually it was very interesting. | was working at Commerce. | was working
at the, actually, the Census Bureau and | had come down, they had
transferred us down from Philadelphia when they closed the (B%
DICINIO) office up there. So | came down here in ‘51 and | worked at
Census and | was helping them to close out the whole (B% DICINIO)
operation.

What were you doing? | mean what were you (XB by next speaker).
| was working in the office of... What did we call our? What were we?... |

was like a... | want to say “Auditor” but...
Uh-huh.

In that kind of thing.

OK.

Where | started in Census really as a Coder and then | moved up to a
Checker and then the next thing | knew | was in the auditing branch
where... Which was similar to an M3 operation. And that’s where | worked
and | was actually in charge of programming the (B% DiCINIO) operation
out of business.

OK.
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And when | looked and saw our office was going to be, when it was going
to be out of business and | decided I'd better start making plans because |
still had to work.

You moved... You were at the Census Bureau in Philadelphia?
No. We had transferred down here to Commerce.

You had transferred?

Yes.

OK. Did you work at Philadelphia at one time.

Yes. Yes | did that’s where | started in government, no, full time in
government because before that | worked part-time after school for the
government in various places; the Post Office and the Army Map Service.

Were’d you grow up, Minnie?
Philadelphia.
Oh, OK.

| grew up in Philadelphia and one of the things we did in... Our high
school was different. | went to an all girls school, Philadelphia High
School for Girls, and we had to take the Clerical Exam in the 10th grade
to pass English. That was one of our proofs of passage as we would go
down and take this Civil Service Clerical Exam and it let, you know, it was
a kind of “bench mark”.

But all girls should type and take short-hand or something like that?
No.

Oh, OK.

It was tests of English.

Oh, OK.

‘Cause ours was an academic school.

| see, OK.

And we did that and that’s how | got into the Post Office, because | could
pass their exam. And then during the war, they needed people with our
background to help develop maps and whatever so | went to the Map
Service and worked after school there too.

OK.

And then when | graduated and | needed a job, | was working actually in
private industry, Lou Foster Sportswear, | was a trimmer. I'll never forget it
as long as | live. And | got an opportunity, when they came with the
Census, | applied and | was accepted and | went in there and took the test
and all that and did the coding. | did not go out on the street but | took the
results of what the investigators did, you know, and we coded them in for
processing.
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But you didn’t actually do any Key Punch or anything like that?
No. We just went over the sheets and coded the information.
OK.

Eventually, they closed that office. We came down here and we were
assigned to Commerce and at that time... First, at Commerce, | was a,
would you believe it or not, Microprocessor, microfilm, we’d film-in sheets
and met some of the people who came here doing that and they moved
me into this other job and | enjoyed it. | really liked that kind of analytical
work that we were doing and the processing and the moving of things
around and If we closed this office, what happens here? And all that kind
of stuff, you know, that kind of thing. So eventually, anyhow, | found that
we were going to be processed out of business and we had just sent, we
had sending people over to AFSA, which was what NSA was, Armed
Forces Security Agency. So interview and hire. So when | looked and saw
what date | had programmed us out of business, | talked to Jim Bostick. |
told Jim “I’'m going over there.” Jim Bostick went over there and we both
came off and got hired.

Now you know we were to interview Jim Bostick but Jim didn’t feel well
enough to talk to us.

Yeah Jim’s not well.
Oh | didn’t know that!

Uh-huh. It’s interesting. In fact, we were to interview him this week and he
called us and said he couldn’t do it. But there’s a connection there.

Yeah.
Interesting.

Yeah, now that’s... Jim and | got to be very good friends. In fact, to tell
you the truth, when we were... We were Microprocessors together and
we used to race to see who could do the most and be the most accurate.

Isn’t that interesting.
| can tell you that. It's been that long ago but we did.
OK.

Anyhow, when | came... | was called and | came to be interviewed at
Arlington Hall and there was a woman, | don’t know her name, but she
graduated from the Philadelphia High School for Girls too.

Oh really.

And it was a white lady. And | was wearing my class ring and she said,
“You graduated from Girl’s High?”. | said, “Yes.” She says, “Well, that
does it for you!” She says, “You’re going to be hired and you’re not going
down in “The Hole”.”

“The hole” meaning?
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| didn’t have the slightest idea what she was talking about I-was just glad
| had a job, Dear. RO
“Not Going down in The Hole.” ~:' .

That’s right. And | went over to... At that time we had to go OVer to Naval
Security Station for, | guess it was Naval Securlty Statlon but- it was

somewhere we had to go for Uh... . .~
Polygraph?
Processing.
Processing. . .'

And | did that and | came back and she a’ss;gned me upstalrs And there
was a group of us. We were in the first, grqQup that had their indtial
assignment upstairs. It was Barbara Barnes, Mlnnle Kenny. Who else was
in there? oo .

¥ .

When you say assigned upstairs, you.were in... 7

We were not... Most of the bIacks at’ that time were being assngned down
in the basement. . .

OK. .. L4

We were the first group who S |n‘it|al aSS|gnment was upstalrs rn
Operations. .

And that was “B” Bqulng’? B

.

Yes. S .'

OK.

Yes, we were all.éssignéd in the same wing.
OK. .' S

It's |nterest|ng at Ieast | should say most of us were in the same wing.
F236, something Ilke that. It was e|ther: 236 or 238, I've forgotten was the
section that | went ‘into.

Do you rememb.ér any of the others that came in with you?

Barbara Barnes I’'m trying to think of their names now, What's
last na.me’? | know wher lives but | can’t thrnk of] last name.
OK. z
| can get you their last names.
OK.
I’ll do that.
OK.

Those are names we haven’t heard before.
No, we haven't.
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____ Py ﬁ-
_____ .
Kenny: Because they live just Quer the District line |n Prlnce 'G-eorge s County
Williams: Was:ﬁn that group? . : ::: v
Kenny: Not in our group. A sl
Williams:  OK. et N
Kenny: We went to... We were aSS|gned to “U” Street $choo| _and it's |nterest|ng,
| met | fhere. | G [at
NSA | |Ru53|an. o & N
Williams:  OK. RN
Kenny: And we stayed there until we got oug clearances or whatever We came
as a group. A
Williams:  To this organization? R
Kenny: To the organization. In fact, we.were all workldg under in our group, we
all worked under Sam Hall, who, l.gues$ at the time he.must have been a
Division Chief, Office Chlef I'do i knqw what, but he Was the one, the
head of the wing. e .
Williams:  Was Jeff Gurin in this.. you dldn t work Pla'ln Text? B0 Li%sle)
E . PL 86-36/50 USC 3605
Kenny: Uh-uh. . . ;
Williams: OK. Can you tell me what target you were -worklng’? . .
Kenny: Yes. We worked what they call (B%ALOE‘) that's what we call it nQw but it
EO 1.4. (c) was] L . we had
PL 86-36/50 USC 3605 |somel S . |AII those
Willams: _ Southeast Asian. * |
Kenny: Southeast. Asian typ'e things.’
Williams: OK. . . N
Kenny: ~. f/vas in the back as in the back Qf the wing and
~Fame in later_abqut a year or two |ater | nd what’s
ame? | can seeﬁace because we got promoted in tandem all the
time.
Williams:  What grade were you hired as?
Kenny: | was hired as a 4. | was a 5 at Commerce but | had to take a grade
reduction.
Williams:  Why?
Kenny: Because | needed a job and that’s what they offered me.
Williams: OK
Kenny: | don’t know why but | was a 5 and, you know, 5 was beginning
professional at that time.
Williams:  Oh yeah. That was a big deal.
Kenny: But | was dropped back to a 4 but no loss in salary.
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Great. OK.

| think the person, the woman who interviewed me, God b]ess her soul, |
don’t remember her name, | don’t know what happened to her but | have
blessed her many a day. »

She was in personnel?

Uh-huh. At Headquarters Building. | have blessed her many a day
because she could have done anything. She could have p,laced us
anywhere.

Absolutely.

And just from a class ring...

| keep my class rir:r'g too.because | think that
was a lucky token. . : )

Did you have... Had you studied languages |n high échooE’?

Uh-huh. T

OK. .

| didn’t study... | studied romance languages in hig'h schoel and German

in college but that’ not where I... | mean, verybody thinks.of me with
language but my, in my, the first half of my career.l was a Cryptanalyst.

Right.

And that’'s where my heart was. | really loved CryptanaIyS|s | only got into
the language because | wanted to flnd out what people were saying.

OK. Manual Crypto?
Manual. That’s all we had then. We didn’t have machlne
Right.

We had Manual Crypt, we had Code Breaklng, we had PADS and we had
Slip Sticks. All kinds of funny, mtﬂgumg systems.

]

And that was what you did in your first assignthent?

My first assignment, | was sat gown with a.. We used to have those great
big metal cabinets full of traffic and | was toldto make some sense out of
it. And it was very |nterest|ng because in doing that | found out how to do
CA. And Mr. Hall rewarded me | got promoted

To a5?

| got promoted to a 5 and t.hen to a 7 and we had a little controversy
before | got my 9. We had a little controversy because someone else
got... We were all friends. We all
worked together buf| |got a promotion and when they read it... ‘Cause
at that time when you got promoted they would congregate the section
and they would read the justification, you know, and everybody would clap
and all that, right there in the section. And when they read it as
getting promoted for something | did and | raised Holy Hell. | was very
volatile when | was much younger. I've learned to temper my temper.
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Why does that not surprise me?

But | was. | mean, you don’t know. We had... It was a little different. |
don’t paint a rosy picture of those early days because it wasn’{ rosy. | was
very volatile. Let me put it this way; | had a quick temper and I’kept to
myself because | saw what the situation was. We were not neeessarily
welcomed. | had a, | guess, | had a fight, | might as well put it (ke it was,
early on in my job and | walked off and didn’t think | was going;to be
allowed to come back. And it was all over coffee cups. At the trme | didn’t
drink coffee. And they used to have wooden trays about so Iong W|th
handles on either end and you would collect all the cups and the people
who drank coffee would take turns. And this woman came up t9 my desk
one day, it was a table. | didn’t have a desk. | had a table. | shared a
table. And she put the thing down on top of the paper, | was wérking, and
she said, “You will get coffee. It's your turn to get coffee.” | said, “No, |
don’t drlnk coffee so | don't get coffee.” And she told me | did and that I
would and | said, “No, I’'m not going to get coffee.” And | took it-and moved
it and she put it back down and then she looked at me and shé.said, “You
will get coffee toots!” I'll never forget this because toots is the Word that
triggered it because | told her, “I will not get coffee toots!” And-she said,
“‘Don’t you dare call me toots!” And that’s when | stood up and I collard
her and before | knew it | had the lady down on the floor. | did.l had her
down on the floor and we were fighting and they had to separai'e us and |
went home.

Minnie, this was about ‘51, ‘527

It was ‘52. Right after I... It was during my first year on the job.. The first...
It was in ‘62. And | figured they were going to, that it was gomq_to be a
firing.

Uh-huh.

And | went home. | talked to my father. My father said, “You're gomg back
and we’re going back with you.” And so, we had a meeting.

Your father came? Into Arlington Hall Station?

Because... Not only my father but we had a... My father was a Ward
Leader and we had Congress people here and so he’'d alerted all these
people that somebody was misusing his child. And so we just cleaned it
up. It was cleaned up. And people got, started to treat me like I:\as a little
strange because | wasn't, you're not supposed to speak back, you know.
You were supposed to do whatever they said but they learned real quick |
didn’t do that.

So did all the blacks work in one area or?

No. We were scattered. We were disbursed throughout the placa
Barbara Barnes and | worked in one section] -Bnd... |
can’t think of the man’s name, he was shart and plump. anvhow, they
worked in another section and then when last name?
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