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REFERENCE REPORT 

INQUIRY: Information about shipwrecks(this Reference Report supercedes 
an earlier shipwreck report furnished··by this branch) • 

REPORT: This report describes records of the U.S. Coast Guard, 
(Record Group 26) U.S. Customs Service, (Record Group.36} 
and Department of the Treasury (Record Group 56) in the 
custody of the National Archives which contain information 
about shipwrecks. This report also lists some of the published 
sources relating to shipwrecks. 

The National Archives.is a repository for permanently valuable 
records of the United States Government that are no longer 
needed for current administrative purposes. It is not staffed 
to render general information service but by advance arrangements 
with inquirers makes the records in its care available for 
public examination in its search rooms; and it furnishes 
reproductions of specifically designated documents for a fee. 

I. Published sources.

The following publications· contain information about vessel casualties: 

U.S. Government Publications 
Annual Reports of the U.S. Life-Saving Service, 1876-1914 
Annual Reports of the U.S. Coast Guard, 1915-1931 
Annual Reports of the Steamboat Inspection Service, 1881-i934 
Annual Reports of the Secretary of the Treasury on the State of the 

Finances (particularly reports issued before 1874, which 
sometimes include the reports of the. Steamboat Inspection 
Service) 

Merchant Vessel of the United States, 1868 to date, (These volumes are 
useful for determining the homeport of a vessel. Beginning 
in 1906, a list of casualties to American vessels is included) 

Bearss, Edwin C., Fort Jefferson National Monument-Florida Shipwreck Study­
The Dry_ Tortugas (Washington: U.S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service, 1971) 

Bennett, Robert F., Surfboats, Rockets, and Carronades (Washington: U.S. 
Government Printing Office, 1976) 

Noble, Dennis L. (comp.), United States Life-Saving Service Annotated 
Bibliography (Washington: U.S. Coast Guard Public Affairs 
Division, 1975) 
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Strobridge, Truman (comp.), United States Coast Guard Annotated Bibliography 
(Washington: U.S. Coast_ Guard Public Affairs Division, 1975) 

Wise, Donald A., A Descriptive List of Treasure Maps and Charts in the 
Library of Congress (Washington: U.S. Government Printing 
Office, 1973) 

Letter from the. Secretary of the Treasury forwarding· reports received from 
Collectors of. CQstoms listing shipwrecks of vessels documented in their 
districts during the year ending June 30, 1848 (Sen Ex Doc 3, 30th Congress, 
2nd Session, Congressional_Serial Set Volume 529). 

The publications noted above may be found in a library.which has been 
designated as a depository for U.S. Government publications. 

Other Publications 
·The New York Maritime Register. This weekly newspaper (established
June 10, 1869) includes contemporaneous reports of marine disasters.

Holdcamper, �arrest R. (ed.) Merchant Steam Vessels of the United States,
1807-1868 (Mystic, CT: The Steamship Historical Society)

Berman, Bruce D., Encyclopedia of American Shipwrecks (Boston: Meredith
Press, 1972) 

Gibbs, James A., Pacific GraveI!ird: A Narrative of S_!1.!_ps Lost Where the 
Columbia River Meets the Pacific Ocean (Portland: Binfords 
and Mort, 1973) 

Gibbs, James A., Shipwrecks of the Pacific Coast (Portland: Binfords and 
Mort, 1962) 

Gibbs, James A., Shipwrecks off San de Fuca (Portland: Binfords and Mort, 
1968) 

Heden, Karl E., The Directory of Shipwrecks of the Great Lakes (Boston: 
Bruce Humphries, 1966) 

Lonsd�le, Adrian L. and Kaplan, H.R., A Guide to Sunken Ships in American 
Waters (Arlington, VA, Compass Publications, Inc., 1964) 

Marx, Robert, Shipwrecks of_the Western Hemisphere (New York: World 
Publishing Co., 1976) 

Patterson, T.W., British Columbia Shipwrecks, (Langley, P.O. Box 3399 V3A 4R7, 
British Columbia, Stagecoach Publishing Co., 1968) 

Potter, John S., Jr., The Treasure Divers Guide (New York: Bonanza Books, 
(1972) 
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Rattray, J.E., Ship Ashore! A Record of Maritime Disasters of Eastern 
Long Island (New York: Coward-Mccann, 1955) 

Stick, David, Gra�eyard ·of the Atlantic (Chapel Hill, NC: The University of 
North Carolina Press, 1952) 

Local and other l'ibraries in your community may be able to. suggest other 
published sources of wreck information. ·,· 

II. Records in the custody of the National Archives.

By an act passed June 20, 1874 (18 U.S. Statute at Large 125), masters or 
owners of American merchant vessels were required to report to the Collector 
of Customs of the port at which the vessel was documented any casualty 
involv:lng loss of life, material loss of property, any serious injury 
to any person, or any material damage received by the vessel affecting 
seaworthiness. The Collector of Customs then forwarded one copy of the 
casualty report to the General Superintendent of the U.S. Life-Saving 
Service and kept one copy, usually copied in volumes containing blank 
wreck r"eports, and maintained among the records of his customs house. A 
list_of Customs Districts for which there are bound wreck reports in the 
National Archives is included in this report. These records are found 
among the Records of the U.S. Customs Service, Record Group 36. 

Among the Becords of the U.S. Coast Guard, Record Group 26, there are 
bound volumes of abstracts of the wreck reports received from Collectors 
of Customs from 1874-85, and original reports received from 1908-13. Customs 
wreck reports received from 1913-39 are found on National Archives Micro­
film Publication T925, United States Coast Guard Casualty and Wreck Reports, 
1913-39 ·• In all three series of Customs wreck reports, the reports are 
arranged numerically by a number assigned as they were received by the 
General Superintendent of the Life-Saving Service, regardless of the date 
of the casualty. ·The volumes of abstracts of wreck reports have alphabetical 
indexes arranged by. name of vessel. The microfilmed reports of casualty 
are indexed on National Archives Microfilm Publication T926, Index to U.S. 
Coast Guard Casualty and Wreck Reports, 1913-39. 

The Annual Reports o� the Life-Saving Service each year from 1874-1914 include 
a table of casualties to vessels in foreign waters involving loss of life. 

The information for this table was compiled from the wreck reports received 
from the Collectors of Customs. A micro-film copy of the tables published 
from 1876-1914 is described in item 88 of this report. 

Keepers of Life-Saving Stations were required by regulations to make a 
report of assistance rendered by their station to any vessel, crew or person, 
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however small that assistance may have been. The assistance rendered 
reports were sent to the General Superintendent and a copy was retained in 
the station wreck report books. A list of life-saving stations for which 
there ar� wreck report books in the National Archives is included in this 
report. 

Tile Annual Reports of the Life-Saving Service each year included a narrative 
report of services rendered by stations during the year and a table of 
casualties occurring near stations "during the year. The information for 
these reports was compiled from the assistance rendered reports submitted 
by the keepers. A microfilm copy of the tables of casualties near stations 
is described in item 89 of this report. 

The records of the U.S. Coast Guard also include copies of assistance 
rendered reports from all stations, 1901-15, and microfilmed copies of 
reports of assistance rendered by U.S. Coast Guard stations and cutters, 
1916-40. The microfilmed assistance rendered reports are found on National 
Archives Microfilm Publication T920, U.S. Coast ·Guard Beports of Assistance 
Rendered to Individuals and Vessels, 1916-40. The reports of assistance 
rendered, 1901-15, are arranged chronologically by fiscal year and thereunder 
by Life-Saving Service District number. The microfilmed reports, 1916-40, 
are arranged chronologically.by date of casualty in two groups: reports of 
assistance rendered and reports of ·miscellaneous services rendered. 

Some information concerning shipwrecks ·and casualties can also be found 
am�ng the records of the Lighthouse Service and the U.S. Revenue-Cutter 
Service. A list of abstracts of shipwrecks near individual light �tations 
and reports and abstracts of reports of assistance rendered by individual 
U.S. Revenue and Coast Guard Cutters that are in the National Archives is 
included in this report. 

Information about casualties to American vessels can be found in Customs 
casualty reports and reports of assistance rendered by the Life-Saving 
Service and among the records of the Steamboat Inspection Service. Information 
about casualties to foreign vessels can be found among reports of assistance 
rendered, but information about casualties to foreign vessels in foreign 
waters is not generally documented in our holdings. 

Reports of shipwrecks wh_ich occurred before 1874 are extremely rare ,except 
for casualties to U.S. steam vessels which are documented in the records 
of the U.S. Steamboat. Inspection Service which was established in 1852. 
Inquiries about the records of the Steamboat Inspection Service should be 
addressed to the Industrial and Social Branch (NNFS), Civil Archives Division, 
National Archives (GSA), Washington, DC 20408. 
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The following list of records containing information about shipwrecks are 
found mainly among the Records of the U.S. Coast Guard (Record Group 26), 
Records of the U.S. Customs Service (Record Group 36), and General Records 
of the Department of the Treasury (Record Group 56). Along with official 
reports and abstracts of reports of casualties and assistance rendered, 
are documents located by our staff which contain a significant amount 
of information concerning shipwrecks in a particular geographical location. 

The Collectors of Customs reports of casualty contain approximately 180 
pages per volume. Life-Saving Station reports of assistance rendered 
contain approximately 200 pages per volume. Electrostatic copies of the 
volumes can be fumished. 

A. MAINE TO CONNECTICUT

Records of the U.S. Customs Service

1. Collectors of Customs Reports of Casualty, (number of vo�umes)

Barnstable, 1874-96 (6)
Bath, 1878-1938 (9)
Belfast, 1873-1902 (5)
Boothbay-Wiscasset, 1880-1919 (2)
·Boston, 1874-94 (7)
Fairfield-Bridgeport, 1873-94 (2)
Bristol-Warren, 1877-1909 (1)
Frenchman's Bay, 1874-1917 (3)
Hartford, 1874-1913 (3)
Machias, 1886-94 (1)
New Bedford, 1874-94 (5)
New Haven, 187�-1900 (4)
Passamaquoddy, 1886-94 (1)
Penobscot, 1873-1902 (1)
Portsmouth, 1874-1909 · (2)
Rockport, 1887-1912 (1)
Rockland, 1893-1901 (4)
Thomaston-Waldoboro, 1883-92 (1)

. York, 1874-75 (1) 

Records of the U.S. Coast Guard 

2. Life-Saving Stations Reports of Assistance Rendered, (number of volumes)

Coskata, 1883-1915 (2)
Cranberry Island, 1886-1915 (4)
Cross Island, 1883-1915 (3)
Crumple Island, 1883-1913 (3)



Davis Neck-Straitsmouth, 1884-1917 (4) 
Great Boars Head, 1900-15 (1) 
Isle of Shoals, 1914-15 (1) 
f.nobb's Beach, 1891-1902 (1) 
Narragansett Pier, 1905-18 (1) 
Plum Island, 1880-1917 (1) 
Point Allerton, 1890-1918 (12) 
Point Judith, 1903-17 (1) 
Rye Beach, 1884-1914 (2) 
Salisbury, 1898-1916 (2) 
Sandy Point, 1899-1916 (1) 
Wallis Sands, 1892-1916 (2) 
Wood End, i897-1907 (2) 

3. Revenue and Coast Guard Cutters

Reports of Assistance Rendered (electros·tats)
Gresham� 1912-18 (300 pages)·
Ossipee, 1915-19 (136 pages)

.Mackinac, 1904-15 (52 pages)
Woodbury, 1884-1905 (1282 pages)
Itasca, 1910-13 (90 pages)

Abstracts
Dallas, 1886-95 (6 pages)
Dexter, 1886-95 (3 pages)
Gallatin, 1886-95 (2 pages)
Woodbury, 1886-95 (6 pages.)

4. Light Station's Reports of Shipwrecks (photostats)

Cape Ann, 1900-12 (2 pages)
Cuttyhunk, 1882-96 (6 pages)
Libby Island, 1906-09 (1 page)

· Little River, 1870-1908 (19 pages)
Stamford Harbor, 1882-1908 (4 pages)
Thatcher's·Island, 1856-99 (7 pages)

5. "List of Wrecks ·and Casualties, Coast of Rhode Island and Fisher's
Island, 1752-1907." Includes date, rig, name of vessel, locality,
type of casualty. (Letter dated March 11, 1907, from the Superintendent,
Third Life-Saving District, Wakefield, Rhode Island.) (12 pages,
electrostats)

6. "The Sailor's Graveyard, Forty miles off Cape Cod shore where millions
:f,n treasure and thousands of lives have been swallowed by the angry
sea." ·chart showing location of 151 wrecks which occurred 1873-97.
(News clipping from Boston Sunday Globe, February 7, 1897) (2 feet,
oversized ·electrostat)

. 
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7. Statement of Wrecks and .Casualties to vessels on Cape Cod, Massachusetts,
from July 1, 1875-June 30, 1892� .Shown are date, name and rig of
vessel, locality, value of vessel and cargo, value of property lost
and lives lost. (Life-Saving Letters Sent, Disasters to Shipping,
volume 3, pages 459-472) (13 pages, photostats)

8. List of Casualties occurring to vessels on Cape Cod, Nantucket Shoals,
Nantucket Island, Muskegat Island, Nantucket Sound, Martha's Vineyard,
and Vineyard Sound, 1907-17. Shown are date, name, rig, and tonnage
of vessel, value of property lost and number of lives lost. (10 pages,
electros.tats)

9. Same report described above for the period 1917-22 (10 pages, electrostats)

10 � Abstract of shipwrecks occurring near light station on the Maine and 
New Hampshire coasts, 1871-73. Shown are name of light station, 
date of casualty, name of ve$sel, lives lost, and remarks. (1 page, 
photos tat) 
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B. Ntvl YORK AND NEW JERSEY

Records of the U.S. Customs Service 

11. Collectors of Customs Reports of Casualty (number of volumes)

Bridgeton, 1875-1913 (6)
Camden, 1894-1913 (1)
Great Egg Harbor-Somer •·s Point, 1874-1915··(3)
Little Egg Harbor, 1874-1897 (1)
Philadelphia, 1874-1923 (31)

Records of the U.S. Coast Guard 

12. Life-Saving Stations Reports of Assistance Rendered (number of volumes)

Absecon, 1879-1916 (1)
Avalon, 1895-1915 (1)
Barnegat, 1906-15 .(3)

Bay Head, 1883-1921 {2)
Bellport, 1883-1919 (1)
Cape May, 1883-1925 (4)
Cedar Creek, 1886�1932 (1)
Chadwick, 1883-1923 (1)
Cold Spring, 1885-1908 (1)
Coney Island 1883-93(1)
Fire Island, 1896-1917 (6)
Forge River, 1884-1916 (1)
Forked River, 1883-1915 (3)
Great Egg, 1880-1916 (4)
Harvey Cedars, 1886-1915 (1)
Holly Beach, 1884-1915 (1)
Island Beach, 1886-1920 (3)
Little Beach, 1883-1915 (3)
Long Branch, 1889-1920 (1)
Loveladies Island, 1883-1915 (1)
Mantolocking, 1885-1919 (2)

. Monmouth Beach,. 1884-i915 (3) 
_Ocean City, 1904-15 {2) 
Peck's Beach, 1896-1916 (1) 
Rockaway Point, .1883-1917 (3) 
Sandy Hook, 1883.-1917 (8) 
Seabright, 1875-1920 (2) 
Sea Island, 1889-1914 
Ship Bottom, 1886-1910 (1) 
Spermacetti Cove, 1885-1925 (4) 
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Spring Lake, 1884-1915 (1) 
Stone Harbor, 1916-21 (1) 
Tatham's 1884-1916 (2) 
Townsend's Inlet• 18'83-1916 (2) 
Turtle Gut, 1884-1908 (1) 
Two Mile Beach, 1908-24 (2) 
White River, 1887-1919 (4) 

13. U.S. Revenue and Coast Guard Cutters

Reports of assistance rendered (electrostats)
Gresham, 1901-03 (30 pages)
Seneca, 1908-13 (300 pages)

Abstracts (photostats)
Grant, 1886-95 (2 pages)
Hamilton, 1886-95 (3 pages)
Manhattan, 1886-95 (1 page)

14. Light Stations Reports of Shipwrecks (photos tats)
Hudson City, 1905 (1 page)
Stepping Stone, 1896-1909 (l_page)

15. Wrecks near Deal Life-Saving Station, 1822-76.· (Life-Saving Service
Letters Sent-Disasters to Shipping, volume 3, pages 315-317)
(3 pages, photostats)

16. Wrecks on the New Jersey Coast between Sandy· Hook and Barnegat from
1867-76. (Life-Saving Service Letters Sent-Disasters to Shipping,
volume 3, pages 319-322) (4 pages, photostats)

17. Strandings on the coast of New Jersey and New York from 1860-67
(Life-Saving Service Letters ·sent-Disasters to Shipping, volume 3,
pages 339-340) (2 pages, photostats)

18. Strandings on the Coast of New Jersey from Sandy Hook to Barnegat
from 1846-76. (Life-Saving Seryice Letters Sent-Disasters to

· Shipping, volume 3, pages· 351-353) (4 pages, photostats)

19. Disasters south of Barnegat to Cape May, New Jersey, 1840-June 27,
1879. (Life-Sanng Service Letters Sent-Disasters to Shipping,
volume 3, pages 405-407) ( 3 pages, photos.tats)

20. Disasters along the coast of New Jersey from 1871-79 (Life-Saving.
Service Letters Sent-Disasters to Shipping, volume 3, pages 411-414)
(4 pages, pbotostats)

21. Disasters.between Barnegat and Cape May, New Jersey, 1871-97. (Life­
saving Service, Letters Sent-Disasters to Shipping, volume 3, pages
180-181) (2 pages, photostats)

. 

•

-
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22. Wrecks and Casualties along the coast of New Jersey, 1871-97. (Life­
saving Service Letters Sent-Disasters to Shipping, volume 4, pages
494-498) (5 pages, ph6tostats)

23. Brigantine Life-Saving Station record of rescues, 1876-1914. (from
informal history of the Brigantine Life-Saving Station prepared by
the U.S. Coast Guard Public Affairs Divis�on) (6 pages, electrostats)

24. Deal Beach, summary of operations, May 20, 1876-June 24, 1921. (from
informal history of the Deal Beach Life-Saving Station prepared by
the U.S. Coast Guard Public Affairs Division) (3 pages, electrostats)

25. Accidents and casualties to vessels in the Fourth Coast Guard District,
July 1, 1906 to June 30, 1916. Shown· for each Coast Guard station
on the coast of Long Island, New York,' is a summary of operations for
a ten-year period. (USCG subject. classified correspondence file
651:-Fourth District) (47 pages, electrostats)

26. Same report described above for the Fifth Coast Guard District
(coast of New Jersey) (65 pages, electrostats)

27. Abstracts of shipwrecks occurring near light stations on the coast
of New York, 1871-73. (1 page, photostat)
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G.· ALASKA

79. Collectors of Customs Reports of Casualty (number of volumes)
Sitka, 1873-94 (2)
Wrangel, 1892-1905 (1)

80. Revenue and Coast Guard Cutters

Reports of assistance rendered (electrostats) 
Corwin, 1885-99 (74 pages) 

Abstracts of reports (photostats) 
Bear, 1885�96 (1 page) 
Rush, 1886-95 (1 page) 
--

81. Accidents and casualties to vessels near the Nome Coast Guard
Station from July 1, 1907 to June 30, 1917 (same as item 25).
(11 pages, electrostat)

82. Letter dated May 1928, enclosing a list of casualties to vessels
at the Nome Coast Guard Station in 1926 and 1927 (U.S. Coast Guard
classified correspondence file 651-13th District). (2 pages, electrostats)

83. Arctic losses, 1868-88, showing date, name of vessel, and locality
of casualty ("Alaska File.11

, U.S. Revenue Cutter Service, Letters
received, 1888) (4 pages, electrostats)

H. U.S. RIVER PORTS 

84. Collectors of Customs Reports of Casualty (number of volumes)

Records of the U.S. Customs Service 

Louisville, 1873-1929 (2) 
Memphis, 1876-1905 (3) 
Pittsburg, 1881-90 (1) 

. St. Louis, 1873-95 (4) 
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