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Washington, 2. C.

By: Thomas Winship, Coast Guard Combat Correspondent

ABOARD THE COAST GUARD-ASSAULT TRANSPORT, U.S.S. SANMUEL
CHASE, OFF THE COAST OF FRANCE, - June 7 (DELAYED) ~ This is how
Coast Guard Combat Photographer Robert F, Sargent, of 3/ DeBarry
Place, Summit, New Jersey, felt and what he saw --- when he landed
in France today with the first boat wave to leave this transport.

"iThen H-hour finally came I had a mixed feeling of pride
and being downright scared. I had dreaded and looked forward to
this moment for months." _

"When the order 'Lower Away' came, everything was quiet, just
the squeaking of th;e davits and tl;e ‘whisper'ed comments of the men
were heard. The éoldiers ﬁere silent, More than anything else thay
dreaded the rough boat ride into the beach, "

"He mre cold and soaked to the sk:ln even before s‘barting

our ten7mi;e trip qhore,wnrd,‘ as a ehoppy- 395 'broke m on;'v
bow. 42 the task forco bohind us faded in the morning




were wonderful about ovevirthing, , They only had one jub ar mizd
‘unload the troops safely on the right time at the right placo:."

"Battle smoke and dnvm light made an cerie sight., Ve passed
the control vessel,and almost without slowing down, they sent us
into the beach. When mearing the shore all we could sce was de-
serted devastated beach an_d one lone LCVP, looking like a coffin
abandoned and broached on the water's edge, and a tank Bogf’,ed down
in the surf," ;

"Smoke hung over everything and as the coxswain opoped his
throttle to drive into the beach we saw the enemy-nlaced obstacles,
a tangled hnss of timbers, barbed wire and hidden mines. Down the
beach we couldiseo the water sooﬁts of enemy shells risi.né in the
air close to other landing craft, but the -beach shead looked life-
less., Ve wobre going to be the first to land at this spot. ¥We wondercd |
if they were wait:!.ng for us."

"My eyes were glued to the boat coming in next to ours, and
on the water in between, boiling with bu].lats from hidden shore

emplacements, liko a mud—puddle in a hails‘borm, it eeemd inpossi_ ¢
tbat we muld make '.t‘b without be:lng riddled.‘
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into chest-deep waier t5 vai 4 hogve. hoativy as they wort, Wl scwo

went down, never %o rice agn

ny

*I continved to watci the boat néxt to curs as the soldiers

came down the ramp and out of the amoke to weds ashore. The boat

crew seemed to be getting the fire wader centrol and their motor

was still ruming, If they could get their ramp up they still had

a chance,"

"By this time we were racix)g in reverse to get off as fast
as we could.. Close by, a shell from a Gernan .88 landed, anotker
and a third, closer. They had our range but we just sneaked out
from under e;.ch explogion,! :

"Again I looked at the boat which had gone into the beach
ablasé.- In a display of remarkable seamanship and c;wol-headednéas,
the boat _cx;a'lr had 'brouéht the fire under control and were backi.ng

: jgrkﬂy'and élowly away from shore, All the boats in our wave

retractod aa.f‘ely and we headed back to our transport, trailed fcr :
tha z‘irst 1,000 yarda by burst.ing artillery shells dropp:l.ng one by" A
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