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t In 1939, the Japanese Foreign Ministry

¢ adopted a new machine to encipher its

¢ diplomatic messages to and from the most
¢ important cities of the world.
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It took over a year, but American Army
cr*ptanalysts ed by Frank Rowlett
solved this new machine, enabling US

officials to read messages Japan was
sending to Washington, D.C. Not

knowing the Japanese name for it, the

Americans nicknamed it the'PURPLE"
machine. They built their own replica to

decipherJapanese automatically ---
at least as fast as the original device itself.

Cryptanalyst Genevieve Grotjan found the

key to solving it.
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In October 1938, Lieutenant General
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became Jaa nF: la) ra1 ;Ssador e WAs CONSIDERPED A COMBATE , THE ™
B . to Germany. 4%, EGERMANS INVITED HIMTD NAZ| PARTY =
| Hespoke "=, / | MEETINGS, GAVE HIM BRIEFINGS ABOUT
Z( fluent German ‘@& |

and admired SRR\ | THE WARZ SITUATION AND TOOK HIM ON
Adolf Hitler. v\ | TRONTUNE (NSPZZTION TOURS,

| s BS0PTS ABOUT NAZI GERMANY WERE
| ENAPHEPED ON THE TURPLE MACAINE | |
| FoR BROAPCAST T0 TOKND.

| THS MEANT THE U.5. HAD AzcESSTO
| THEM, AND SHARED THEM WITH TS ALY,
p /‘ PRITAIN. THIS IS SOME OF WHAT
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Oshima met with Nazi Party leaders
and senior military officers and

and reported on their thinking.

In November 1943, the German military
gave Oshima and his staff a four-day tour
of their defenses on the coast of France.

He saw their bunkers and heavy guns.
The German commander told him the .
plans for defense in case of attack. :

AFTER DECRYPTION AND TRANSLATION, %

Oshima’s report was very useful to all
Allied leaders, and critical to General
Eisenhower and his staff when they

planned the D-Day invasion of German-

occupied France.




Hitler. In the aftermath, the German Foreign
| Minister had to reassure his Japanese allies
" that all was well. Oshima’s report was welcom

by the US and Great Britain. That meant that

. within a day of the event, they knew as much
as the German government and Japan did

about the attempted assassination.
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Oshima had meetings with the German Minister
of Armaments as well as high-ranking militar;’)
officers. In his reports to Tokyo, he cited
exact statistics about existing German
 weaponry and the manufacturing capability §
| for more weapons.
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Ambassador Oshima was | 7] &/
captured in Austria at the /¥ o3
end of the war in Europe. ¥
In 1946, at the Tokyo War"
' Crlm_estTaialfs, Pe was ( o\
convicted of planning | -
and exicutmg aggresgsnve \
war. The court sentenced

him to life in prison.
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When Japan regained its sovereignty in 1952,
the new government paroled Ambassador
Oshima, and he lived quietly at home for the
rest of his life. The fact that the US Army had

broken the Japanese diplomatic cipher system
was still a secret. He died in 1975, never

knowing he had unwittingly helped bring down
the Nazi government he admired.
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