
Albert Myer (1828-1880) 
is the father of the U.S. 
Signal Corps and the 
man responsible for a , 
revolution in 
communications in 
the U.S. Army. 
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Myer, from Buffalo, New York worked as a 
telegrapher as a teenager. Later, while 

studying medicine at Buffalo Medical 
College, he worked for the New York 
~ State telegraph system. 
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Prior to this time, if an army unit in the field 
wanted to send a message to another unit, the 
commander had two choices: first, if the 
message was long, he might send a runner. 
Or, he might fire off a rocket that exploded 
in a color that had a prearranged meaning. __. 

The secretary of war 
John B. Floyd, 
recommended that 

Between 1858 and 1860, 
Myer and his principal 
assistant, Edward Porter 
Alexander, developed, 
tested, and refined the 
signaling system. 

the system be 
adopted and that 
Myer be appointed 
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the Army's chief 
signal officer. 

Congress approved 
this in June 1860. 
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