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I-IIS LIFETIME AS A MILITARY OFFICER AND A S 
COMMANDER OF Tl-IE MULTINATIONAL FORCE 
TI-IAT DEFEATED I-IITLER'S GERMANY IN WORLD 
WAR II TAUGI-IT I-IIM I-IOW TO MAKE DECISIONS 
TI-IAT AFFECTED Tl-IE LIVES OF MILLIONS OF 
PEOPLE. I-IE KNEW ALL SUCI-I DECISIONS BEGIN 
WITI-I TIMELY AND ACCURATE INFORMATION. 

YOU MUST CREATE A SYSTEM TI-IAT PUTS 
CRISIS INFORMATION ON MY DESK WITI-IIN 
10 MINUTES AFTER YOUR DEPARTMENTS 

LEARN ABOUT IT. 

YOU'VE GOT 
T~REE WEEKS!!! 

DICK DAY, FROM NSA, I-IAD OTI-IER IDEAS. 

DICK DAY WORKED WITI-I NSA PERSONNEL 
TO DRAW UP A PLAN USING EXISTING 
COMMNUNICATIONS EQIPMENT IN INNOVATIVE 
WAYS. A SENIOR OFFICIAL BRIEFED Tl-IE PLAN TO 
Tl-IE PRESIDENT. "IKE" WASTED NO TIME IN 
MAKING A DECISION. 

" GENTLEMEN, W E I-IAVE M ANY 
M OMENTOUS DECISIONS A I-IEAD 

OF US. I BELIEVE I AM NOT GETTING 
INFORM ATION ABOUT TI-IESE CRISES 
IN GOOD TIME. IT I-IAS TO COME TO 
ME FASTER." 

PRESIDENT EISENI-IOWER MET WITI-I Tl-IE NATIONAL 
SECURITY COUNCIL, COMPOSED OF Tl-IE MOST SENIOR 
OFFICIALS IN Tl-IE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT WI-IO 

I-IAD RESPONSIBILITY FOR Tl-IE COUNTRYS DEFENSE 
AND FOREIGN POLlcY. 

NONE OF Tl4E PENTAGON EXPERTS AT Tl4E 
MEETING T140UG14T T14AT T14E RESULTS 
WOULD COME SOON. 

TI-IIS BECAME KNOWN AS "CRITICAL 
COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM," OR "CRITICOMM." 
MOST OF Tl-IE SYSTEM WAS OPERATIONAL 
BEFORE DWIGI-IT EISENI-IOWER LEFT 
OFFICE IN 1961, BUT SOME FAR-FLUNG 
COMPONENTS WERE NOT READY UNTIL :J"OI-IN 
KENNEDY BECAME PRESIDENT. IN Tl-IE 
DECADES SINCE TI-IEN, TI-IIS SYSTEM I-IAS 
BEEN AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IN I-IOW U.S. 
PRESIDENTS AND OT14ER SENIOR LEADERS MAKE 
MAJ'OR DECISIONS. 


