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T14E 1960S WERE A lllME OF FREQUENT 

INTERNATIONAL CRISES. AND Tl,,,4E NATION'S 
LEADERS INVARIABLY TURNED TO NlSA FOR 
INFO~MATION AND SECURll'Y SUPPO'RT IN 

MANAGING TI-IEM . 

lN T~E LATE 1960s AT NSA, 
Mi(~ ::J"Q11-lN MORR1SON, USAF, 
AS DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR 
OPERATIONS. \,.,IAD TO COLLATE 
Tl-IE INFORMATION SUPPORT 
FOR 11-IESE C~ISES. Tl-llS WAS 
GENERALLY AVAILABLE FROM 
ONE OF SEVERAL. 'WATC'-1 
CENTE~S." 

CAN YOU 1 TELL ME 
---1. ANYT~ING ABOUT ... ? 

ON APRIL 15, 1969. NORT\-1 KOREAN AIRCRAFT Tl-IE CRISlS INVOLVED Tl-IE INTERESTS OF 
S'-IOT DOWN AN AMERICAN RECONINAISANCE SEVERAL COUNTRIES,, s,o, GENERAL MORRISON 

PLANE, AN EC-121, WI-IEN IT WAS ~ND 1-115 STAFF ~AD TO CONSULT MANY WATC~ 
50 MILES F~OM T~ EIR TERRITORY CENTERS TO 1GET T~E INF,ORMATION WANTE1D. 

Ev '--~ --fT'MIS IS A M£CKUVA EN T'"-1,0UG\-l T IME WAY T0 1~UM CRISIS I 

MATIERED IN Tl41S CRISIS RESPONSE 

IT TOOK A GREAT DEAL 
OF TIME AND EFFORT FOR 

GENERAL MORRISON 
TO GET A LL T~E 

INFORMATl,ON DEC11Sl01N 
MAKERS f\JEEDED 

• 

Tl-lE 
IDEA 
WAS 
A SOLID 
ONE, 
BUT 
T\-IERE 
:WERE 

M 'OR~IS.ON TOOK \.-llS CONCERNS 
TO ™E NSA DIRECTOR AND 
PROPOSED CONSOLIDATING 
AL..L.. T~f WATC'4 CENTERS AT 
NSA ~NTO A SINGLE OFFtCE 
Tl-4AT COULD PROVIDE A 
TIMELY AND RAPID RESPONSE 
TO REQUESTS FOR CRISIS 

INFORMATION . 

~OBSTACLES 

CAN WE AFFORD TO DO Tl-llS? MORRISON OVERCAME Tl-IE PROBLEMS T\-IAT 
w~;J~t~~;i~~TiN~¼_~~ ~;i~7 ~AD BEEN RAISED, .AND ON FEBRUARY 

r--- ,-- M-,Y AUT~ORITY? 21, 1973, TI--IE NATIONAL SIGINT ( 'NOW 
SECURITY)OPERATIONS CENTER OPENED; 

IT l-lAS BEEN OF GREAT IMPORTANCE, 
NOT JUST TO NSA, BUT TO Tl-le: 

ENTIRE COUNTRY, EVER SINCE. 


