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Pope People , Aircraft, Deploy-to Gulfport, MS

Twenty-five Militarny Airkift Command C-130 Heroules
aireraft began airlifting more than 700 people from Pope
Aln  Force Base yesterday as the 317ih Tactical AULLGE
Wing began a five-day deployment to Gulfport, Miss.

Simukating a wartime mobilization of thoops and
equipment, the deployment 8 part of an Operational Read-
Aness Exercise designed to test the base's capability to
respond to a crisis situation.

Nine of the gour-engine, camouflaged transports were
support aincraft ferrying advance elements of the force
600 miles from Pope to Gulfport's Ain National Guard base.
The remaining 16 also airlifted troops and equipment to
the forward operating base, but are staying at Gulgponrt
fLying tactical aindrops of cargo and equipment. This
sdmubated nesupply of ground forces to drop zones in the
vieinity of Eglin AFB, 150 miles east in the Flornida
Panhandle, will continue 24-hourns-a-day. Five Combat
Contrnok Team members will be on the ground at the drop
zones, guiding the C-130s to the airdrops.

Almost 45 maintenance and Transportation personnel
WAL work around Zhe clock supporting the airdrop
sonties. Additionally, about 250 pilots, navigatons,
§light engineers and Loadmasters from the 39ths, 40thand
Hazt Tactical Arlift Squadrons are involved. The 40th
TAS, Led by mission commander Lt. Col. Ronnie Peoples,

A8 the primary §lying unit operating out 04 Gulgport.

The thtee squadrons of maintenance personnel are skilled
An repain of all aircragt systems, including the Sophisti-
cated Adverse Weather Aerial Delivery System (AWADS)
components.
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~ Seventy members of the 307tin' s
1 PRINE BEEF (Base Emergency
Engineering Force) also simulated
The team would be wsed
in a sdtuation requirning the
emergency repaii of base facilities
and utibity systems. When fully
manned, PRIME BEEF alsoc has the
capability to repair damaged
airfields.

deploying.

Chow halls sure are
going out of their way
to please!

Pope ORE People
Receive Regular

Meals During
Deployment

Ten cooks and two bakesrs

deployed with the €=130 Hercules
atheraft chews to Gulfport, Miss.,
this morning to provide food ser-

vdee support duning Pope's
Operational Readiness Exercise.
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Weather pecple who

The food service peopla ' s :

deployed will serve three J zZM“?_-d h?er, will "

= 0 gave aeenws upaa M,
meals each day to an esti x ZQE RO nd , L )
mated 700 aircrew, mainten- and monitorn weather condi-

ance and support people P J tions and release warnings

Pope. ROvxges uppor and advisornies as necessary.
People nemaining here ;77‘&

for the exercise will also § LLR.H(} ORE 1 GCPS

be served three meals each Three forecasterns, an /L/

day at the Hercules Inn. observer and an inspector ome mSSIOK

Houwrs eration are 5:30 nom Det. 21 Weather Squadn Q

0 of op n are grom qua’, on W/’ORTL —

to & a.m., for breakfast, deployed to Gulfport, Miss., When the 40th and 41t

10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., for this morning with many othen Tactical Alift Squadrons are
Lunch and 3 to 6 p.m., for § Pope progessionals in support deeply involved in an ORE
Aupper. . of the base's Operational (Operational Readiness

The Aligtern Inn will f Readiness Exercise. Exerncise), that Leaves the

close tomoorow, except for While at Gulfport, the 39th TAS to pick up the slack
inglight kitchen and mid- weathern squadron's people wi and keep the §Lying missions

night meals. There will nod gornecast the weather and give already committed to Pope §Ly-
be any carry-out service ainernews around the clock up- ing smoothly.

at elthern dining facility dates on weather conditions. The primary squadron fon
dwiing the exercise. They will also monitor the the ORE 4is the 40th TAS and

Acconding to food sen- weather conditions in the almost all of thein people
vice officials the dining Gulgport area and release are deployed to Gulfport, Miss.
Hacilities should be back weather warnings and advisor- The 418t TAS has 93 people
on schedule Oct. 1. i Les Af they should occur. deployed.

The deployed people are In the past two days alone
using the Ain Nationak Guand"™ Withe 39th pitots have {Lown 35
winenews updates They have missions. They Ly about 10
| installed all necessary equip Lines a day to support the ORE
ment o peform their mission and 10 on more Lines a day %o



39th (continued)

prepare gor their upcoming
"notation," which starts
with briefings Monday.

Some 0§ the missions
the crews have §lown fon thel
ORE include the Advanced
Pathginder insenta-
tion, the CLivik Engineering
PRIME BEEF team, who s4mu=
Lated a deployment to
Gul fpornt and other general
Aupport missions.

In addition the 39th
A8 supplying instructons,
engineens, navigatons and
Loadmasters forn the Consoli
dated Trhaining FLights in
ondern o thain the 37th TAS
from Rhine Main AB, Geunany.
The 37th pilots must be
upgraded in AWADS s0 they
can rotate back overseas.

The 39th s also
foverting all the Special
ssigned ALift Missions
(missions already committed
Zo Pope.

"It's a tough assign-
ment but we've got outstand-
Ang support from people
attached to the squadron,”

Leam.

k]

a spokesman for the 39th
said. We've had to puld
pilots from all around the
base and they have responded
outstandingly.”

Although the 39th people
Wl be spending thein Last
weekend here begore they go
on rotation next week to
Europe, they stilL §ind the
time Lo keep Pope's f§lying
mission Antact.

.

Epe besins ORE
By SrA. Glenn Gage
317th Public Affairs
Division (On Location)

Gulfport, Miss...The §inst

mainsitneam aireraft in Pope' s
Operational Readiness Exercise

H{continued)
wviived here today at 5:21
a.m. kicking off the deploy-
ent phase of the Wing's
test of Lts capability to
deploy quickly to a combat =
area, and begin full opera-
Ltionak support of ground
fonces.
Sixteen aircraft
awvived Laten in the day b+«
bringing in some 650 airmen
and tons of equipment and
upplies needed to sustain a
forwand operating base fox
combat airlift operations.
The wing expects to Ly
elve missions today oven
drop zones at Eglin AFB, Fla
he simulated hostile area.
any more missions are sched-
Led throughout the night
equining maintenance, opera-
Cons and suppornt people to
onk twelve-hour shifts arowd
he clock, to successfully suppord

this scenerio.
Deployed Wing Commander, Cof.

Chartes R. Skinner, strhesses
that everyone should make extra
efgont to maintain a safe and
secure environment duing the ORE.



