
 Protect the health, safety, and welfare of 
civilians and military personnel by 
encouraging land use that is compatible 
with aircraft operations

 Reduce noise exposure caused by aircraft 
operations, while meeting operational, 
training, and flight safety requirements

AICUZ PROGRAM
The Department of Defense (DOD) established the Air Installations Compatible Use Zones (AICUZ) 
Program to balance the needs of aircraft operations with community concerns regarding aircraft 
noise and accident potential. As outlined in Office of the Chief of Naval Operations Instruction 
(OPNAVINST) 11010.36C, the objectives of the AICUZ Program are:

2021 AICUZ Study 

Overview
Updates to an AICUZ study account for changes in 
aircraft types at an installation, changes in operations, 
and changes resulting from revisions to the Navy 
AICUZ Program guidance and instructions.

The 2021 AICUZ Study for Naval Air Station Whidbey 
Island (NASWI) is a formal update to the installation’s 
2005 AICUZ Study Update. The primary reasons for this 
update include:

 Changes in aircraft types operating at the installation, 
including replacement of the P-3C with the P-8A and 
homebasing additional EA-18G aircraft at the 
installation as evaluated in the 2018 Final 
Environmental Impact Statement for EA-18G Growler 
Airfield Operations at NASWI Complex

 Changes in the number and types of annual aircraft 
operations

 Changes in local land use and development patterns

 Inform the public and seek cooperative 
efforts to reduce noise exposure and 
accident potential by promoting 
compatible development

 Protect Navy installation investments 
by safeguarding the installation’s 
operational capabilities

DOD ACTIONS

STATE AND LOCAL MUNICIPALITIES ACTIONS

1952 The Doolittle 
Commission prepared a 

report entitled "The Airport 
and its Neighbors," which 

included recommendations 
for protecting airports from 
incompatible land uses and 

protecting people from 
nuisances caused by airport 

and flight operations.

1960 In the late 1950s and 
early 1960s, the U.S. Air 
Force began conducting 
sonic boom research and 
also began estimating public 
reaction to noise exposure.

1973 AICUZ Program 
established by the DOD.

1977 NASWI conducted 
its first AICUZ study 
establishing defined 
AICUZ areas and primary 
strategies for compatible 
land use.

1986 NASWI updated its 1977 noise study.
NASWI updated the 1977 AICUZ and established Accident Potential 
Zones at Ault Field and Outlying Landing Field Coupeville.

2005 NASWI updated the 
1986 AICUZ and the 1994
noise study incorporating the 
EA-6B to EA-18G transition.

1994 NASWI updated 
the 1986 noise study.

2018 NASWI updated the 2005 noise 
study as part of the Environmental 
Impact Statement for EA-18G 
Growler Airfield Operations.

2021 NASWI updated the 2005 AICUZ 
incorporating the 2018 noise study.

2004 State of Washington amended its Growth Management Act to 
discourage forms of development that are incompatible with military 
mission requirements.
Island County develops AICUZ Noise Zones map.
 

1990 State of Washington adopted its Growth Management Act.

1992 Island County enacted County Code Chapter 9.44.050: Noise Disclosure Requirements.

1994 Island County and the City of Oak Harbor included updated noise contours in their 
zoning regulations, as provided by NASWI's 1994 update to the 1986 noise study. 

Island County enacted County Code Chapter 14.01B: Noise Level Reduction Ordinance. 

1998 Island County enacted Comprehensive Plan Chapter 1: Airports and Aviation Safety Overlays.
Island County enacted County Code Chapter 17.03.050: Zoning Classification and Overlays.

2002 City of Oak Harbor updated Municipal Code Chapter 6.90: Noise Disclosure Requirements.
Island County updated County Code Chapter 9.44.050: Noise Disclosure Requirements.

Island County enacted County Code Chapter 16.19: Land Use Review Process.

2010 City of Oak Harbor updated Municipal Code 
Chapter 19.20: Zoning Districts.

2009 City of Oak Harbor updated Municipal Code 
Chapter 19.50: Aviation Environs Overlay Zone.

2006 City of Oak Harbor updated Municipal Code 
Chapter 17.30: Noise Attenuation Standards.

2016 City of Oak Harbor updated Chapter 14: City of 
Oak Harbor and NASWI Community Coordination of 
the Comprehensive Plan.
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