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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF
THE COAST GUARD COMMENDATION MEDAL
TO
CAPTAIN QUENTIN R. WALSH (RET.)
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

Captain WALSH is cited for outstanding achievement while assigned myriad duties associated
with the investigation of pelagic whaling operations and representing the United States
Government at the International Conference for the Regulation of Whaling from May 1937 to
July 1939. While enduring an arduous law enforcement assignment aboard the ULYSSES, he
provided the Coast Guard with its first comprehensive assessment of pelagic whaling. He
gathered invaluable information for the United States Government and transmitted coded
messages to Coast Guard Headquarters that resulted in a joint Coast Guard, Department of
State and Department of Commerce initiative to prevent "dumping" of (duty free) whale oil
into the United States. Simultaneously he provided valuable scientific data to the Museum
of Natural History in Washington, DC, and artifacts to Mystic Seaport in Mystic,
Connecticut. As a result of his outstanding efforts, President Franklin D. Roosevelt
chose him as one of three delegates. to represent the United States at the International
Conference for the Regulation of Whaling. His recommendations for conservation of this
important natural resource were clearly ahead of their time and in the national interest
of the United States. Captain WALSH's dedication, judgment, and devotion to duty are most
heartily commended and are in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States
Coast Guard.




GIVEN THIS

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

- THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT
THE COMMANDANT OF THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD
HAS AWARDED THE

COAST GUARD COMMENDATION MEDAL
TO :
CAPTAIN QUENTIN R. WALSH (RET.)
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

FOR

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT FROM MAY 1937 TO JULY 1939

17th DAY OF ggptember!® 93 V .
J. W. KIME
Admiral, U. S. Coast Guard

Commandant
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Captain Quentin R. Walsh, USCG (Ret)
Willsons Chance

23931 Shore Highway

Denton, MD 21629

Dear Captain Walsh:

The Coast Guard has forwarded to me your letter about your
role in enforcement of whaling laws while you were in active duty
in the Coast Guard in the 1930‘s. I am writing to you in my
capacity as the United States Commissioner to the International
Whaling Commission to commend you for your achievements and to
thank you for your contributions to today’s national policy on

whaling.

I was very interested to learn of your active role in
enforcement of the law during your tour of duty during 1937 and
1938 on board the whaling factory ship Ulysses and your
representation of the United States in London at the
International Conference for the Regulation of Whaling in 1939.
I was impressed to see how you carried out your role in very
demanding circumstances. :

You did indeed successfully accomplish a unique tour of
duty. Your example is one that helped set the stage for the
current United States policy which is to oppose commercial
whaling. I enclose a copy of a recent statement by President
Clinton that explains our policy, with particular reference to

Norwegian whaling.

May I express my admiration for your accomplishments and
wish you all the best for the future.

Sincerely,

ooy Bt

D. James Baker

Enclosure

cc: Rear Admiral R. A. Appelbaun
Rolland Schmitten
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WHALES AND WHALING

To discuss the =ubj

]

ct of Whales and Whaling without includ-
ing the history of early American whaling would omit an epoch in
our country's history. The men who chose to earn a living by
spénding yearz awvay from their homa ports and thrusting harpoons
into whales at arm's length away hava left a proud and anduring
Amarican legend.

American Indians were thae first whaleman on our shor=s, not
the smettlsers from England and Europe.

As early as 1650 the Nantucket, Martha's Vineyard, and Naw
Bedford inhabitants wers hiring Tndians to kill whales for them
but they eventually replacsd thes Indianzs becauss they had better
boats and attachad a rope to the harpoon which waz sscured in the
boat after being embedded in the whala.

Thae earliest corganized whaling operations in our country
were land basez. Lookouts spotted the whalezs, gave the alarm;
the whalers ran down to the shore, launched their bhoats, gave
chaszsse and, if successful, the dead whals was dragged to the

zhore, Here the bluhber war strippad from the carcass, placasd in

]

iron pots and boiled down for cils
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It was not long before yankee sailors changed £he industrcy
from attacking nearby off-zhore whales to the worldwide cruise
of whaling vessals.that would not return to their home ports
gometimes for three to four years.

Now, what is a whala. Let’'s find cut about this animal that
caused an industry to flourish for about two centuries in our
country. One thing i3 cartain. Eighting a whale is not aazy. It
requirses an attentive patient lookout to make a zcrutinizing
search of the ocean surfacae.

Though pozszeszsad with modifisd body activities, a whale 1i=

tors were terrestrial animals with

5]

like a cow or a dog. Itz ance
fou} legs that went to sea millions of ysars ago. Hair i3 pre-
3gnt in most whales in the form of bristles on the s=nout. They
also have licae and parasite worms, I kapt soms whale lica in =a
match box but eventually lost them.
All whalss belong to the ordar Cetacsa. Cetacea psrtains to
the animals of the whale clazss. Thers are two sub-ordersg:
1. The Whalebone Whales
(Mystacoomti)
and
2. The Toothed Whale:=
(Odontoceti) h
Whalebone Whales are <composed of saven Genera which means they
are a sort of species having distinctive characteristics in com-

mon.



At thiz point let us ba suras we understand what we mean by
the expression "Whalebonse". Whalebone is a combliksg mass of
horny platez hanging from the upper jaw. It i= also known a=z
"baleen”. It is not the bohe forming the skeleton.

The whals iz the largest creature our planst haz known, not
axcepting the dinosz=aurs.

Whales are huge warm blrooded mammals; are born alive, suckle
their young with milk, have a fizhlike body, horizontal caudal
fin (tail); forelimbs ara reduced to 3ide fins called the pecto-
ral fin (fingers, arm bonss, ect. are buried in the flezh); hind
limbs are not externally visible (they are buried in ths postari-
or under=-part of tha the body and look like two small ﬁam bonas,
have a thick layer of blubber (fat) beneath the skin (to kesp
heat in the body), have small eyes, a little largser than a base-
ball (you can srea tweo of thesa agyes which were my gift to the
Mystic Seaport, Mystic Conneacticut); have small ears, located
adjacsant to the eyes (just big ennpugh to hold a pencil); they
breaths by lungs; hava a peaculiar bregathing apparatus for inhal-
ing and exhaling, located near the top of their head; Boﬁhead,
Right and Gray Whalezs do not have dorzal fins.

According to the Norwegians that I sailed with, the biggezt
whale ever killed and mmasursd wazs a 110 ft. blue whale killed

and processad at a whaling ztation ashore in South Georgia about



1920. The Ulysz=zss sxpadition killed a 98 foot praagnant famale
bPlua whale. I actually measared this whale =o can verify it=
length.

(It produced about 150 barr=els cof oil.)

A blus whale fetus before it was born was 17 ft. lona and
weighed 2,442 lbs. Thess are actual measuremants I made. From
these measurementz it may be statsd that a blue whals when horn
could be 20 or 25 ft. long and weigh approximately 2 tons.

One scientist ha=z eztimzated that a bluas whale calf grnws
about ®might and a half pewnds p=2r heour while suckling gallonz nof

fat rich milk poar day during an ectimated six month nurzsing peci-

od.

1]

It 1 exctimated that mature whales can waigh a ton or mora
per foot. A full-grown whale consumes tons of food par day and
itz natural habitat, the orsan. suztains its tremsndous size
without any physzsical affort except to swim and breaths.

Many people have asked me how long a whala livaes. I do nnt
Know. I gquection if 1t can he detsrminsd with any accuracy.
However, there is a theory that allows an estimats to be made of
the lifezpan of hxzlean whalez hy meazuring layers of wax in *the
ear canal. These layers are thought to be depozited in different
colored straaks of wax which taken together repreasent a year's
growth. Thiz thecry resembles the tree ring theory for determin~
ing the age of tre=s. Unlescz harpoonaed cor kKilled by natural
means or dizease, I would state whalss live a lifespan comparabln

to man.




Now, let’'s look at what we call Whalebone Whalez. Az I hava
stated before, tha=ze whalaes have horny plates with hairy fringes
in the uppar jaw in place of tassth. They sat small minute ani-
mals resemhling shrimp whifh float in thick masszes on the ocean
surface during the Arctic and Antarctic gummer. This food is
called krill or britt. I have stood knee~desep in krill in the
stomach cavity of 3 whale being cut-up on the factory =hip.

Whan faeding, the whale swimz with its mouth open to take in
hugs guantitise=z of water and krill. When the mouth cavity i=s
filled thg jaws closse and the water iz allowaed to drain out by
the upward movement of ths huge tongue in the buccal cavity.

But the hairy fringez on ths whalebone act az a =sisve and ratains
the krill until it can be swallowad,

Whalebone was uzed for making stays, corsets, riding and
carriags whips, umbrella handles, and other objects reguirinn
both streangth and flexibility. It sold for over a dollar per
pound.

Baleen whalsz intale and exhale through two nostrilz, called
blow holes, which resemble large =lits on top of the head.

The whalae's intarnal body tempsrature is high and conztant.
The hot air from the lungs therefore condenszes in the atmozpher=
(like a human's breath on a cold day) Qhen axhaled az an umbrella
shaped spout which can be ==sen for milas in calm seas and clear
waather. The height and sizg of the spout deapends on tha lensth
of tima the whale haz been bteleow the gurface and alco on the =zi:=

and kind of whalsa.



For purpeozez of this discuzzsion we are going to ronsidsr
only seven species of whalabone whales. These were the ones

commarcially hunted for the products that could be derived from

them.

Specia Adult Length
Blue 80' - 98°
Fin 70" - 79°
Sai 45' = B5'(Baleen ysllow on
one side)
Humpkhacks 40' - 55"
Right 50' = B5'
Bowhead bO' - 65"
Gray 40' = 45'

American whalerz generslly sought the right, bowhead and
sperm because they floated when killed. Occasionally they killsd
humpback and gray whales. They could not cope with the blue.
28i, and fin becauza thsy ware just too big and cumberzome to

handla. Also, they =zank when killed.

The gray whale if =ought and hunted was genserally killsd in

the shallow waters of +t

g

e lower California coast lagoona. Thiz
whale is only found in tha ocean trough from Japan to California
and along our West Coat., Fretected for years, it is hecominm

gquite pumarou-,



The sperm whalae, also known as the cachalot, was the one most
desired by American whalers. It averaged about 50', occasionally
65', and produced about 50 barrels of oil. There ars 40 to 50
obvious teath in the lower jaw which fit into the upper jaw. Thi=z
whale's head is so hugs that it appears to be all head, being
about one third nof itz total length, It sats =quid and cuttla-
fish.

This whals produred sparm o0il, found in a pure z3tate in its
head and of =uch high qualitf it required little or no refining
before being used for illumination and lubricating purpos=es,.
Spoarmacati, 3 spongy fatty substancse, inodorous and nsarly tastalanss
was extricatsd from ths npily matter of the head and waz uszad to
make the finast gradsea of candlesn,. Sperm o0il produced wax.

It was the sperm whale that produced ambergri=, an opaque,
ash=-conlorad wmatter found in rare inzstances in the inteztines of dir-
eased whales. It was believed to be the result of cuttlefizh

beaks bsing caught in the whala'z intestinas. It was used p

o

r-
ticularly in the making of paerfume because it had the proporty of
uniting thoroughly and permanently all the other ingredient=z. It

was al=zo in demand in =owme nrizntal countries as an aphrodi=siac.

It was very valuable owing to itz rarity. Only about a ton of

it was found by the whole American whaling fleet from 1840 to

1880, It may be identified boecauss it i3 =oluble in alcohol

3
ol

one pgcasion 126 pounds of ambargris sold for $23,000.
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It should bse noted that the sperm whale exhales at a for-
ty-fiQe degrea anagle via a zinale blow hola at the forward parct
of itz head. It rozembles mores of a forward puff thsn the um-

bralla shaped blazt produced by ths Whalasbone Whalas.

THE WHALING GHIPS

Whaling ships were the ugliezt vassels sver built in Ameri-
ca+s Thay were as chunky as a loaf of bread. Merchant sailors
derided them - stating they weres built by the mile and purchazed
the foot if you rseally wanted to buy onea. Howavar, they wers
suited for the job they had to do even though broad beamed and

sguat. They were not built for spesd. All they had to do'w

w
)]

stay afloat. They were zo stoutly built that many cruizsed the
ocgans of the world for over fifty ysar.
They ware uzually bark rigged, about 110°' long, 28 to 20

feat wide and 20 fast d

]

ap, warg 200 to 500 tons and <carried a3

crew of about thirty men.
They were constructed to carry a large cargo of whale =il,

aguipment, zsuppliaz and food for long voyages.

by

By barke-rigged we mean a ve=zszsel with thrae maztz, which wara:

called fore, main and mizzsn, with sgquare sails on the fore and

main mast and fore and aft sails on the mizzen.
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Whaling ships carried four whalebnatz, swung in davits on koth
sides of the veszal. Theze whalebpats were about thirty feet
long, =strong but light and shapsd to a sharp point at sach and
for rowing, sailing or paddling. They carried a small mast and
zail and a long steering oar which allowed for fast, eazsy con-
trol. A boat crew hard six m=2n made up of a boat staarer, who
hurled the harpoon and the ship'zs mats who handlsed tha steesring
oar while directing the cha=se. A brat's eguipment consisted of
harpoons, lances, ocarza, paddlaszs, samergency rations, a compaszss
and two tubs of whale line, one ond of which was secursed to the
harpoon. Four men could row one of these boats at about ten
miles per hour.

One important peoint to remamber here is that the nmld type
harpoon was not uzsed te kill the whale. It was uszed to attach
the whaleboat to the whale after it was imbedded in the animal.
After the whale was harpooned it was killed by repseated idahs of
lance by thas mate whr trisd, az= =zoon as possible, to ztrike zome
vital organ of the =tricken animal az it tried to escaps,. When
harpooned the whale ~ounded and pulled the boat by the line at-
tached to the hérpoon. Thiz waz known as a "Nantuclket zleiah

ride.”



FHOTO (Fut in hwre the picture opposite P. 206 in Man Ships
and the Ses)}

Here you =ee the four man <raw in the boat handling the
harpoon line after the whale has been harpooned; the mate in tha
bow hoping to Kill the whale with hiz lance; and the man handling
the steering oar, undsr such circumstance a rudder would be uza-~
less.,

PHOTO (Fut hers *the picture ppposite p. 151 from the book
Seafaring America)

This picture zhows what happened when a Sperm Whale upsats

the whaleboat by diving under it.

| The crew of a whalinq ship lived under deplorable condi~-
tions. They were houcsd in a forward smection of the zhip in a
compartment which fellowed the blunt curvesz of the bhow. 1t was
about thirty feast leong. Eriigh bunkz in double tiers were along
the hull. Tha only vantilation waz a small hatch overhead to thae
deack.

Men stood deck watchens to handle the =ailzs, two hour whaal
watches, and lrook-out watches of two hours from dawn to dashk at

the mazt h=23? whare on a clezar day and calm sea a whale zpout

0}

could be =zZeen up to ziuy milen or more.

L

When the crew waz alerted by the lookout's cry of "Thar =shs
blows™, the Captain took charge by directing how the sails wersa
to be handlad to maneuver the vazzel, followad by orderz to lower

the beoatszs, and ths chase was on.
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When one or more whales were killed tha crew worked almost
around the clock flenzing the whale to remove thae blubber from
the carcass, randering the blubbter down in the fired up brick try
works erascted on deck for boiling out the oil. The oil was then
cooled and later stowsd below in cazkz. 0Old time whalsrza flen=zed
and cut-up the carcass whila 1t was in the water alongzida the
ship by standing on =taginag madse of plankz to form a platform én
the side of the ship.

0ld time whalers took only the blubber and whalebone from

Whalebone Whalesz. The carcazs waz cast adrift.

THE WHALING INDUSTRY

As a general discuzsion here American whaling was a thriving
industry from 1800 to 1860, The pesak period may be consirterzsd to

be 1840 to 1846 when 7%0 whalsears zailed the oceans of the weorld

and 20,000 men and $20,000,000 in capital wazs involved. From
1800 to 1860 abmout 292,000 whalez woare killad of which 162,000
wareg zpserm and the rest can bg considered to be right, bowhesad,

gray and humpbachkszs.

Sperm oil! breought 32.00 per gallon while balsen whale ail
was half this price. The great whaling portz wers Nantuck=zt, llaw
Badford, New London, Zag Harber énd Fair Haven. There were a
few ports on the Wegt Coast after the Civil War.

From 1850 to 1900 over 700 American Whalsrs dizappgared.

What becamsa of thern?
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The industry declinsd feor wvarious reasons, thezag being: tha
Civil War; petroleum; financial investmentsz ashore; losses in thn
Arctic; and ths decline in character and efficiency of the Qhal—
ing crews available to man ths vaeszsls,.

Let's lock at the Civii War.

Tha Faderal government purchased scores of whalers, and
filled them with =smtone to block =zouthern ports like Savannah and
Charleston.

The Confederate cruiserz Alabama and Shenandoah z3ank ncores
of whalers in the Atlantic and =aven in the Arctic from lBﬁl to
1865, Many owners transferred their ships to foreign flangs or
ownership.

Tha discovery of oil in Pennsylvania about 1859 was the mo=zt
potent single cause of whaling dascay. Natural gas for illuminat-
ing purposes supplanted whaling illuminate and petrolsum prroducts
raplacsd whale 0il as a8 lubricant.

Effortzs to revive whaling in the Arctic after the Civil War
mat with disaster in 876 and 1888 whesn ships were lozt or aban-
doned due to ics conditionz or Artic galaes.

Whaling decline came at a time whan amassing wealth on land

was unsurpazz=ed bacau

in

2 of hectic sxploitation of natural resourca:s
in this country after the Civil War.,. Evaen New England capital,.
far from the prairies and mines of the Wast, was investsd in

cotton mills in place of harpoonsz and whaling vessslsa.



The origin of the crews of whaling veszszels bagan to change
in the ninetesanth century. At first they were mozstly Yankass
mostly from tha same ports and many from the zame families. But
with the paszage of time, capital wazs not the only losz. Mora
and more intelligent and ambitious young men of character and
ability refused to go to sea avan in New England. Thiz drift
from the z3sa began about 1845 by the better types of Americans
who ware lured by the gold of California and induzstrial expanzinon
following the Civil War. Their places were filled by criminal
and lascivious adventurers and a collection of crossbresd Ne-
groes, Fortuguess from the Arores, from the Cape Verda and out-
cast from the merchant services of the O0ld and New World. Igno-
rancea incompetency and general insufficiency reszultsd. It iz too
much to say that personnel]l was the main cause of decline in whal-
ing but the presencs of adverz= characters added nothing to the
effectiveness of an industry that was struggling for =survival. It
confirmed what was apparent that throughout the last guarter of

the ninetasnth C

1D

ntury, American whaling was doomad.

In 1906, =ixty years after New England reached ita pgak of 72%
ve;sals, only forty-two remained afloat. Another decade of dizs-
integration and decay continued and only one whaleszship remained.
This wa= the Charles Morgan, tha =zole survivor of a fleet which
once sailsd svary ocean. This veszal has been reztorsd and pre-
sarvad as an exhibit at thg Mystiec Seaport, Mystic, Connecticut.
Built in 1241 the Morgan waz tied up for good in 1921 after =1i=zh-

ty sea-going yearc. Thiz ves=el should be visited to visualice

the experiencs of life ahnard an Amarican whaling ship. Alzo we
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should remember Amarican whaling was responzible for producing
that mazterpi=sce of proze compozition - Herman Mslville's immor-
tal "Moby Dick.” All zhould rsad it. And if you think modern
whaling was davoid of dangarz and nsar catastrophe, read my two
volume report at (the Carolines Ceounty Library, Denton, Maryland)
on the cruise of the Ulysses Expedition of 1937-1938., We will

discuzz these in detail later.

EARNINGS OF WHALERS

The whaleman was not paid by the day, week, or month. His
sarnings, knewn as the lay, were a fractional share of the total
nag procaeds of a voyags. The captain, master, boatsteararz, and
carpanters recgived "short lay=z" varying from 1/8 to 1/100 nof the
net proceeds. The remainder of the crew received "long lay=z="
which varied from 1/1F0 to 1/250 of the net proceads. Az a gan-
eral statement, owners got about zeventy percent of the net in=-
come of the industry and the officers and men got thirty percant.
Captainzs made out besttar al=oc because they were allowad to run =z
bartering buzine=zz in foreign ports of call from hiszs personsal
investment=s. In nthart words, he stashsd up merchandize of hi=z
own on hizs veszel and sold it at exorbitant prices to natives at
the ports visited by the vezzsl to restock water, food and =up-~
plies. But this zmall percent of the voyags net proceeds ra-
ceived by the whaleman by no mesans represented actual cash re-

ceived. Thisz was raducad in ordser to pay for numercus paerszcenal



charges from the ship's so0=-callad slop chest where tobacco,
clothing, stc. could be purchazed during the voyage at exorbitant
prices, the profits of which want to the owners. It wa=z not
unusual for a prospernus voyage to pay a whaleman only about

3200,

Tha mozt troublesoms azpact of the whaling industry was thae
risk involved. No other industry was subject to financial re-
turns which ranged from ruinous lo=ses to fabulous gains.

The owner was a dealer in risk involving the crew, the vezzel,
and the whale o0il market when it came time to zell ths products
accruad from the voyage. In balance, the risk was against the
ownar. Everything wasz uncertain until the end of the voyags when
the vessel reoturned to her home port. Communications heaturan
owners and their vesszals was practically neon-existent and under
the best of rircumzctances were infreguent letterz raeceived and
zant in far away placss.

It iz astimated that about ten percent of all voyagsszs repre-
santed a net losz te the ownar. Consegguently, it waz commocn
practice to divide ths ownership of a vessel among a relatively
small group of investors. The single owner could seldom afford
the cost of a vezssl, eguirmant and supplie=z. Spreading risk al=o

applied to inzurancea,.

Let's think of the industry as producing huge profits or

ruinous losszaes.



Tha ownerz provided and paid for threa meals par day at a
cost of about thirty cents psr day per man. The daily menu con-

gisted mainly of salt heaf or =alt pork and hard braad or duff.

Tha officers had about the zame but occasionally got soft hbroad.

SCRIMGHAW

What was scrimshaw? American whaling cannot ba dizcus=ad
without referring to it., Sfcrimshaw wazs produced by crew maﬁgers
carving ingenious deviceas by uza of a jackknife out of whalahons
or etching designs on a spearm shale's tooth. These carvings wars
the first American folk art to be collected and good sxamples
foﬁnd today are both scarca and sxpensive. Mystic Sesaport haz a
fabulous display. I have a zperm tooth with the name of a =hip
on it, and the names of the carver, with the date 1872. Fonr in-
surance purposes it iz appraized at $800.

Whalsbong was uzed to prroducs basketsz, bird cages and zewing
boxas. For example=s, viszit Myztic Ssaport. Scrimshaw was pro-
duced ganerally as prasents for loved onas at hom=.

In 1938 1 gave the Commandant of ths Coast Guard a whale's
aye and two sp=rm whsle te=2th. He had them mounted on a piece of
wood about a foot long with the whale's eya in the center of the
two vertically mounted testh. He presented this to the Sacretary
of the Treasury az a gift and [ zaw it in the Main Treasury

Building in Wazhington, D.C, about 19858.
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When the Coast Guard waz transferred to the Department of
Transportation, I wrote to the Gscretary of the Treasury and
asked him to =end this mussum piece to the Coast Guard Academy at
New London, Connecticut. Aftoar zeveral years of correspondencas
the Treasury DPepartment had to admit this object had dizappesared
and could not be found; apparently misplaced or stolen. Any
maritime muzeum would conszider this of great valua. Whare can

you find a mpunted whale's eys and two zperm whale teeth today in

this country?

HAZARDS OF WHALING

There is a multitude of whaling anecdotes too numerous to
recount of occupational dizastersz and adversity which include
mutinies, stove boatz by harpoonsd whales, vessels rammed and =unk
Py infuriatsd whales and the losz of all hands when shipz foun-
dered in =torms or on uncharted rasis.

Voyvyages to tha luxurinuz Eout

-

1 S@as, the voluptuousz Orisnt and
the barrsn waste of the Arctic and Antarctic took their toll
against life, health and character. However, it is pelisved fewu
things can compare with the intensity of the exciteament and tha
accomplishment which comes with the pursuit and capture of the

world's largezt animal.



MODERN WHALING

(1864 - 1538)

OR

WHERE ALL THE WHALES WENT



MODERN WHALING

We have told you of the rise and fall of the whaling indu=z=-
try in the United States: that the apex of American Whaling came
in 18B40-1850; that in 1846 the industry was valued at 320,000,000
and employaed 20,000 people and that by 1886 we saw the ghost of a
flest that at one time comprized 735 vessels and sailed the seas
from Point Barrow to Patagonia and from New Bedford to Japan.
That by 1906 American whaling had just about disappeared and only
a few vessels remained, which then succumbed to disintegration
and decay, with only the Charles E. Morgan preszerved at Mystic
feaport, Mystic, Connecticut.

While American Whaling was disintegrating and disappearing,
the industry was being developed in Europe. Perhaps the greatest
factor contributing to the European establishment waz the inven=-
tion of the whale gun by Svend Foyn in 1864. Later developments
are more improved in detail, enlargement and expansion; their

introduction depends on, and evolves around Foyn's accomplish=

ment.

The Norwegians commenced active and extensive operations
with the introduction of the whale gun. The Coast of Norway and
northern latitudes were hunted with such alacrity and aenthusiasm
that the whale stock was noticeably depleted and the whalers
came in confliet with the fizhermen on the Coast; the fiszshermen

accused the whalerz of ruining the fisheries. The Norwegian gov=-
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arnment thersfore banned further whaling operations along its
coast or territorial waters. The industry was then forced to
seek new whaling ground=, Az a razsult shore stations rapidly
appeared in all sectiona of the world where whales were found
but, due to the fact that whalez are easily sxterminated, and
migrate if actively hunted, the success of the various locations
in the tropics and temperate latitudes was =moon negligible. It
was necessary therefore to seek whales elsewhers.

Based on reports from exploring expeditions in the Antarc=
tic, C, A. Larsen, BAlexander Lang, and other=s =2ought and found
large numberzs of whales in ths high southern latitudes. Bhore
stations were founded at South Georgia, the South Bhetlands, and
other islands of the far south. As a result, in a guarter of a
century over two hundred thousand whales were killed and perhaps
three hundred thouszand exterminated, if gestating femalas werse
considered. This slaughter occurred in the southern latitudes
alone. Such extenzive operations resulted in the depletion of the
whale stock in the vicinity of the shore =stations.

This condition produced modern pelagic whaling by factory
ships, about 1920, and operations were carried out ag far south as
z2eventy five degreezs latitude, almost in =ight of the south pole
bazes for exploration. Here in the Antarctic appeared scores or
more of floating factories, ranging from ten thousand to thir=-
ty-five thousand tons, =sweeping the ice strewn waters for whales

between fifty=five degreez south latitude and Antarctieca, sach



factory ship accompanied by five to nine killer boats., The arsas
over which these expeditions movad were devastated by every meth-
od and ingenuity that modern scientists could invent and install

for the purpose of killing the animals rapidly and hastening the

processing systems of the carca=s to derive the oil.

Now, let's take a look at this whale gun invented by Foyn,
the harpoon that it shootz, the killer boat upon which it was
mounted, and the factory =hip that processed the results of this
invention.

The Whale Gun

It can best be described by stating how it i= loaded and
fired.

We will discuss the muzzle loading gun which was widely usad
although the breech loading type was alzo esmployed.

Two men loaded the gun. One hundred ninety to two hundred
grains of smokeless powder was used for the propelling chargs,
depending on the wishes of the gunner.

The charge i= introduced via the muzzle in a small bag, then
a twelve inch wad of cardboard, or any compressed paper that will
burn, iz inserted. Sometimea the powder is contained in a faz-
tening of paper wadding by means of an elastic arrangement.

A wooden plug is then insertgd between the powder and the
harpoon, the plug being hammered in tight with a wooden rammer.
The harpoon i=s slid into the gun via the muzzle and brought up

just tight against the plug; it iz an easy fit.



A detonating fuse i3 screwed into the nose of the harpoon
before the grenade is screwed on the head. It is this fuse that
shatters the grenade threse seconds after the harpoon leavez the
guns. Prior to the securing of the grenade to the harpoon head,
approximately one pound of black powder is dumped into itz hollow
interior.

After the harpoon is placed in the bore, a four inch fore=
runner line is spliced to a wire traveler that moves in the aper-
ture formed by the double shaft of the harpoon.

A piece of small thread is passed around the barbs of the
harpoon to keep them in place and a small bight of the zame mate-=-
rial’ i= passed around the front sight of the gun to kesep the
projectile from working loo=e in the bore while the killer boat
rolls and pitches in a seaway.

The same procedure and eguipment is used in a breech loading
gun except the smokelezs power, wad, etc. are in a brass car-
tridge which is inserted in the breech by manipulating a sliding
wedga system of breech lock.

The Harpoon

Now let's look at the modern harpoon which is a mazsive
projectile. I presented one of these to the Museum of Natural
History in Washington, D.C. amz a gift to show my appreciation to
Dr. Remington Kellogg, with whom I consulted during thiz expedi=-
tion. I also gave him the head of a right whale and the jaws of

a killer whals. These giftgs will be discu=ssed later.



The harpoon weighs approximately one hundred and fifty
pounds; it is five feet long from the posterior end to the
threads on the head by which the grenade iz attached and is so
constructed that for three feet of itz length it forms a double
shaft. It has a four inch solid base, three and one=half inche=zs
in diameter. The forward esnd of the shaft terminatezs in an eye=-
lat by which the head is =ecured; the head has an oval on the
after end of it that fits into the eyelet; this method of articu-~
lation prevents the head from moving on the shaft until after the
harpoon enters the body of the whale. The head of the harpoon i=s
ten inches long. It haz a hollow threaded projesction two inchesz
loné on its anterior end for holding the fuze and by which the
grenade is screwed on. It i® also egquipped with four prongs,
thirteen point 3ix inches in length, that have three point two
inch barbs on the endz of them. The prongs are attached to the
head by means of hinges. They are tied back and parallel to the
shaft with a small cord which is passed around the tipz of the
barbs. After the harpoon enters the whale and a strain iz exert-
ed on the harpoon line, this cord is broken, the prongs open up
and the harpoon iz prevented from drawing out.

The harpoon grenade is a hollow, pointed cast iron bomb,
fifteen inches long with a four and one=-half inch diameter at the
base. It weighs fourtesn pounds. A threaded ssction i=s inéertad
in the aperture of the base. One pound of black powder, in a

=mall bag, is inserted within this bomb prior to screwing it on

the harpoon head.



A fuse is screwed into the hollow cavity of the threaded
projection on the forward end of the harpoon for detonating the
granades. This fuse functions in such a manner that it sets off
tha black powder of the grenadse thres seconds after the harpoon
is fired from the gun. The érenade is thus fragmented within the
body of the whale with devastating results.

The Killer Boats

After the whale gun and harpoon were invented they had to
build a boat upon which to mount the gun.

Boats eguipped with a whale gun are known as killer boat=s.

Killer boats employsed by expeditions are between one hundred
8ixty and one hundred eighty feet in length with a sixteen to
twenty foot beams They vary from one hundred =zixty to two hun-
dred tons with a speed of eleven to =mixteen knots and a cruising
radius of three to five thousand miles. Original cost, about
1936, would be around two hundrsd thouzand dollarsz.

The killer boat has an extreme sheer forward that gives the
forecastle an extreme angle; the bow is high, sharp and possezsex
great flare. The gun platform i=s mounted on the extrsme zsummit
of the bow which is reinforced to prevent vibration and thus
allows more accurate zhooting. This high bow allowz a gunner to

shoot down and also to obtain greater distance.



The freeboard aft iz extremely low; in fact, thims part of
the vessgl is almost always awash aven in a slight sea. They
have a cruiszer stern and are =20 constructed that the propeller i=
exceptionally deep in the watar and seldom comes out. Thi=s is
important. Theszsse boats can ride any kind of a sZea, it is merely
a case of how much the crew can endure. Anyone who =sails one of
theze through the "Roaring Forties" can go to =2ea in anything.

They are o0il burners, with a reciprocating drive and are
generally equipped with fire tube boilers which are genserally
lazs trouble than a water tube boiler.

The killer boatszs accompany the factory =hip to and from the
whaling grounds, remaining in sight. The factory ship fuels and
provizsions them as nacessary. They carry a crew varying from 12
to 16 men consisting of a gunner, mate, chief engineer, cook and
mess boy,; the remainder makes up the dseck and engineer's force.

In the majority of cases the gunners do not possess a mate's
licenzse in any form but are in command of the vessel. The major=-
ity never know where they are, cannot use a =zextant and if they
do, the results are worthlesz for even practical purposss. All
navigation is carried on by radio with sach boat sguipped with a
radio phone and key =zset but the phone is usad practically all the
time. Each boat does have a radio direction finder. The naviga=-
tion sy=stem genarally used i® to run by dead reckoning until a
whale is =mighted. After the chaze, if smuccessful, a killer boat
calls the factory ship for a radio bearing, runz it down and

makes contact. A loud z=peakser is inzstalled on the bridge of the

boats which allows all boats +to listen to the converzation be=-



twaan the factory and her killer boats, between the killer boats
themselvez, and for instruction from the factory =ship. Creys of
killer boats are =selected generally on a personal basis by the
gunners so they work together as a team season after season.
Family relationships are iméortant here. The mate is the one who
actually does the work on a killer boat. The gunner kills the
whale and then walks off. It is up to the mate to secure the
carcass, contact the factory ship, deliver the whals, etc. The
mate i= generally an apprentice gunnar and in most casgs is a
blood relative of the gunner or has some other influence which
will eventually make him a gunner. It i3 a closed shop deal.
Blood relatives and family relationship count.

In the Antarctic each killer boat carried about one mile of
harpoon line which consisted of one seventy fathom shot of four
and one=half inch lin®s, one one=hundred twenty fathom shot of =3ix
inch line and six one hundred twenty fathom shotsz of seven and
one=-half inch line. The lines used for humpbacks in SBhark Bay
were of five and six inch line because these were smaller whalasz.
Bigger whales reguired heavier gear on both killer boats and
factory ships.

The diagram illustrates the general outline of a killer boat
and we will try to describe brisefly the special tackle and rig-

ging used to eliminate the strain resulting from the harpooning

and killing of a whale.



The bins containing the harpoon linss are locataed below deck
in the forward part of the vesssl. The six and sevsen inch lines
are carefully flaked down in bins. The four inch forerunner line
is coiled down on the ready tray which i=® located on the bow,
below and forward of the gun. The harpoon line iz brought from
the bin through a hole in the deck, passed about four timez a-
round a drum on- the deck winch, then taken up through ths ace
cumulator block, and down underneath the gun platform where it is
spliced to the forerunner line which iz then attached to the
harpoon shaft by means of a wire runner. The harpoon line thus
functions as a gantline through the accumulator block.

"Each killer boat has a large =et of =springs, generally six-
ty=-four located in the forward hold and firmly attach to the hull
of the vessel. A wire cable has one of its ends attached to the
3prings and the other end to the accumulator block, after it
passes through a stationary block, which is located just below
the crow's nest on the forsmast. The result iz that when a
strain is placed on the harpoon line the accumulator moves up and
down, parallel to the mast, and compreszses the springs via the
wire cable. The springs are arranged in eight parallel row, esach
row containing eight springs. As one row is compreszsed, the
stress is transmitted to the naxt by means of a cable. When the
harpoon line becomezs slack, the accumulator moves up and the
strain is removed from the springzs. It is by this arrangement
that most of the strain is removed from the harpoon line and the
killer boat and, if any =strain is sustained, it is introduced

gradually.
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The Factory Ship

The Ulysses was converted to a whaling factory ship by
building a 14 foot superstructure on the hull of an 0il tankser to
provide the necessary space to install the equipment necessary to
extract the o0il from the whale carcasses.

With a length of 536 ft., a beam of 65 ft., a 3,000 horzse-
power propulsion plant, she could make about 16 knots and house a
craw of 300 men.

A ramp was built in the open stern which allowed the dead
whales to be pulled aboard by a wire hawser attached to a largs
hook which grasped the tail. On the flensing deck the blubber
was étripped off by using wire hawsers, toggles and men using two
feet long sharp curved knives with eight foot handles. Thess
ware called flenzing knives. The stripped blubber was cut into
chunks before being put in deck openings to the factory system
below, where it was boiled down with water to extract the oil.
The baleen was aextracted from the mouth and thrown overboard.

With the blubber removed, the carcass was hauled to the
cutting deck by a wire hawser attached to a winch where men dis-
membered it with flensing knives, wire hawsers, toggles and =team
saws. The chunkz of meat and bone were put in deck openings
leading to large revolving drums where it was boiled down with

water for about eight hours to esxtract the oil.
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A ninety foot whale could be flensed and cut-up in about
ninety minutes. All parts of the whale were processed for oil
axcept the baleen. After the blubber, meat and bone was boiled-
down, the eguipment waz stopped and allowed to stand to allow the
water and oil to separate. The o0il, forming on top, was drained
off to storage tanks., The water and reszidue was blown overboard.
It looked like =mawdust.

The three hundred man crew operated the factory ship, proc-
essed the whales, provided a medical staff, and provided food,
supplies, fuel and equipment for the killer boats besides using
tons of meat, flour, and vegetablez to feed the crew, using doz-
ens of cooks and mess boyz. When whales were available the ship
operated twenty~-four hours a day in two twelve hour shifts.

From July 4, 1937 to Octobser 8, 1937, 2,037 humpback whaleaes
were kKilled and processed to producs 78,750 barrels of oil or
about 13,000 ton=, which at the time was worth 3150 per ton or a
market value of about two million dollars.

Strange as it may =eem, no food was found in the stomachz of
the humpback whales killed in Shark Bay or off the West Coast of
Australia. Apparently the whales uzed the area for mating and
calving.

The Captain with a masterz license navigated the =hip with
three deck officers. The Chief Engineer waz responzible for the
engineering and whale factory processing departments. Another
man wa=s the so~-called factory manager. A =hip's purszser was re-
sponsible for buying, preserving, cooking and serving the food.,

The head gunner on hiz own killer boat directed the operation of
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killer boats, determined where the factory ship was positioned,
the area to be hunted for whales and the number of whales to be
killed per day in consultation with the factory manager. Needle=ss
to =may, it was a big operation reguiring team work and coordina-

tion of all details.

Antarctic Operation

We departed Australia October 9, 1937 and dry=-docked in
Simons Town, South Africia November 3, 1937 because Cape Town did
not have a dry=-dock large enough to take the Ulysses. We left
Simons Town November 10, 1937 and arrived Walvis Bay, Bouth West
Africa November 13, 1937, where we re=-rigged the killer boats and
factory ship for the Antarctic Seaszon in praparation for hunting
the massive blue, fin, and se8i whalezs. Walvis Bay weather was
awful. Thick fog arrived at sunset and remained until the next
mid=-morning when the fog lifted and the temperature roze to about
90 degrees and stayed there until the evening fog returned. We
laft for Cape Town November 27, 1937 and arrived Novembar 30th
whera we took on fuel and stores. We deoparted Cape Town December
1, 1937 and traverzed the "Roaring Fortisesz", where we were forced
to heave to for eight hours on 5 December 1937 due to a full galse

with mountainouszs =seas. The killer boats lozst life=boats. The
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factory ship lost several ventilators. We encounterad fisld ice
and icebergs on December 7, 1937 and killed our first whales
December 8, 1937 about 1,400 miles south of the Cape of Good
Hope. This put us in the Weddell Bea area where we remained
until March 16, 1938, the factory =hip having cruised about five
thousand miles by sailing various coursaes and speeds south and
wast.

There was an extreme change of temperature after crossing 50
degrees Bouth. The weather was not awfully cold but was disa=~
graeable about ninety per cent of the time due to severe storms,
snow and fog, but no rains. The longest period of =msunshinse oc=-
currad for =six hours on Christmas Day. The Christmaz season was
obzmerved on Christmas Eve by =topping work for six hours. It
should be noted that this was the only time the crew paused for
rest and amuzsement during the Antarctic sesason. Daylight lasted
twenty=four hours. Accordingly, whales were hunted for twen-
ty=four hours, and the factory ship worked two twelve=hour =shifts
during the twenty-four hours.

During the Antarctic =meason we killed 1,628 whales and could
have killsd at lmast zmeveral hundred more if we had had the fresh
water. The Ulysses was always short of water in Shark Bay and
Antarctica.

I wish to note here that we\departed Cape Town December 1,
1937, and hunted whalez in the Weddell S5ea until March 16, 1938.
We departed the Weddell Sea March 18, 1938 and arrived New York
April 11, 1938, after a voyage of s3even thousand milez. This

indicates ws did not enter a port nor make a landfall for 132



14

days, which is seagoing in any sailor's notebook and perhaps a
record for a Coast Guard officer to be at =sea.

It i=s also noted that the crew of the factory ship got a-
shore in Simons Town October 31, 1937 for the first time since
June 13, 1937, having been at sea for 140 days. And then they
would be at sea another five months before getting home in Nor-
way.

Discovery Committas "DARTE"

The British had a novel way of chacking the growth of whales
and their migration habits by firing darts into them from the
Ship, RRS William Scorezsby, operated by the Discovery Committes
but 'under the control of the Colonial Office., I think this oper-
ation started in 1932.

The dart was about 3ix inches long with a pointed so0lid lead
bead attached to a hollow coppsr tubs. Each dart had a numbar
which was recorded when fired by a 12 gauge shotgun into thse
whale's back; also noting the speciesz of whale, its approximate
length and the date and latitude and longitude. §ix of these
darts ware found in the whales' carcaszszes when cut-up on the
factory ship. The regquired reports were made to the Discovery
Committes.

I paid five dollars to any man who found a dart and gave it
to me. I gave zeveral darts to Mystic Seaport, Mystic, Connsc=-
ticut.

The dart method allowed the British to approximate the

whaleszs’' growth and their migratory habits.
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As a matter of paszzing interest, I was aboard the Ulysses
for ten months. We cruised 29,350 miles. I got ashore threse
times in Carnarvon, Australia. It had a population of about 700
people. While in Simons Town, South Africa for nine days, I
visited Cape Town for five daya. While in Walvis Bay for two
weeks, I got ashore twice. What a helluva place. There were a
foew houses built in 3and dunes, no trees. Wild dogs were outsidse
the town. It was a port of call for =ships connected with whal=-
ing.

There were about two hundred white people and eight hundraed
Hottentots as residents. ©Sand storms were freguent. The cold
Benguela current flows northward along the coast producing a
miserable climate along with the Kalahari desert to the sast
which has diamonds in large guantities but is patrolled by Camsl
Corps law officers. While in Walvis Bay about fifty per cent of
the crew contracted smsevere colds and many suffered from influsen-
za. None of the crew was allowed ashore. The town's electric
lights were turned on from 5:30 ps.m. to 10:00 p.m. daily.

While in Carnarvon in August 1937, I visited the Boolathana
Sheep Station which had 350,000 acres and =ixty thousand sheep.

My host was Major Chensry who won the Victoria Cross in WWI.
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He challenged me to ride hizs horses during my visit. I took
the challenge and am documented as an Australian cowboy in the
local newspaper, "Tha Northern Times of Carnarvon®” dated 21 Au=
gust 1937, a copy of which is found in my whaling report. 1 left
14 square inches of my hide on Chenery's saddle. While in Car=-
narvon, I ate kangaroo meat and drank Australian beer. Both were
enjoyable.

From June 12, 1937, upon leaving Sandefjord, Norway, to
November 1, 1937, upon arrival Simon's Town, S.A., I was ashore a
total of thirty-two hours.

,This cruise was not a sinecure for Walsh. A Skein, Norway
newspaper dated QOctober 320, 1937, published letters from the
factory ship's crew, which documented three big fires on the
Ulysses.

The first occurred by pure negligence in the Bay of Biscay
after we left Southampton, England. They had failed to remove
the wooden structure over the boilers which had been constructed
during the ship's conversion to a factory ship. After we got
underway the heat of the boilers set the wood afire. The crew
finally got the fire out after about ons hour. Captain Mikkelson
told me he was about to send an S0S.

The second fire occurred in the Red Sea when the cork insu-
lator caught fire while they were cutting a large hole in the
2ide of the =ship to lowsr the temperature below decks, which was

over 130 degrees. This fire lasted about an hour.
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The third fire occurred about 2:00 a.m. on the morning of
October 5, 1937, which almost terminated the cruise of the
Ulysses in a catastrophe. Two cases of powder exploded in ths
midship powder magazine on the weather deck of the ship. The
explosion =ment forty foot flame= in the air and =et fire to the
magazine's interior which contained five tonz of black and smoke-
lezz powder in one hundred twenty=-two cazez. Fortunately the
magazines' door had not been fully "dogged"” and wa=s blown off,
allowing one of the crew to pour water into the magazine from a
deck hose. This stopped the rest of the powder from exploding,
which, if it had occurred, would have blown the Ulyszszes out of
the water. The explosion occurred when the smokeless powder
broke down becau=e it wa= stored in high temperature with no
ventilation. During thisg time the temperature was B6 degrees to
120 degrees F. during the day and night.

Hunting Whales =~ Humpback

We have de=scribed the modern harpoon, the modern whals gun
and the killer boats. Now let's hunt the whale=s.

First, we will hunt the humpback and then a blue whals.

The Humpback, being smaller, requires different tactics from
those uzed hunting blue whales.

There must have been four thousand humpbacks in Shark Bay
from June to October, 1937. The expedition hunted this arsa for

aevepty days and killed 2,037 whales which produced 78,750 bar=-

rals of oil.
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The stalking method was used in Shark Bay. This method is
used when killer boats cannot make more than about 12 Kknots.

As a general statement, any whale, thirty=-five feet and
longer, sighted in Shark Bay was a dead whale. Thirty~five feet
was the legal limit.

When hunting, the killer boat has a look=-gut in the crow's
nest and one on the bridge's wings to scan the beams. In the
generally calm waters of Bhark Bay the spout can be sighted under
ordinary weather conditions at thraee to five miles. GSometimes
the whale is sighted because he "breeches" or "lobtails".

When the whale is s3ighted the crew man their stations with-
out .command regardless of whether they just came off watch or
not. One man goes halfway up to the crow'z nest. The Chief
Engineer operates the windlass on the forecastle which allows the
whales to be played by controlling the harpoon line which has a
turn on the windlass. The gun iz already loaded with the harpoon
ready for firing. The man on the wheel i=m=sues orderzs to the
engine room by voice tube after he get=z them from the gunner who
ig at the gun. In fact, all noise is avoided so asz not to alarm
the whale.

As the killer boat comes near the whalg it can be followed
by the gunner and the lock=-outs who szee the dark colored hulk
coming up from the depths to breék the ocean surface, followed
almost immediately by the umbrella shaped spout. The long line

of the whale's back appears, tipped by the dorsal fin as it rolls
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up obliguely. The body disappears, the flukes go up in the air
like a giant butterfly on the water and the whale dives. Ths
whale soon realizes it is being chased but has to come to the
surface esvery few minutes tp‘braathe. The pursuit is relantless
to kesp the whale ahead of the bow.

The whale eventually tires. The killer boat practically
runs it down. Finally the whale surfacez off the port or =ztar-
board bow at a distance of ten to forty feet with a rush and a
puff of vaporized breath. The snout comas clear of the surface
and it blows. The dorzal fin appears and the gunner fires, aim=-
ing, if at all possible, so the harpoon enters close to the pec-
toral fin. This allows the harpoon to penetrate the lungs where
the harpoon's cast iron grenade egxplodez by its fuse in threse
saconds. If the harpoon goes =straight to its mark, the stricken
animal sound=s. The harpoon line tearsz through the blocks at
terrific speed and disappears in the depths where the whale dove.
After a short interval the whales comes to the surface, its di=-
tance depending on the =size of the animal, =cope of harpoon line,
atc. It blow= every few minutes and attempts to =wim away. The
sangines are kept going asztern to kesep the animal nesar the bow and
the harpoon lines clear of the propeller. While on the =surfacse the

animal lashezs in all directions with its fluke= and pectoral

fins.
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If the whale starts blowing blood it will be dead in a few
minutes; the grenade has destroyed the lungs. However, if the
harpoon iz imbedded back of the dorsal fin, or failed to deliver
a death blow, the harpoon line becomes taunt as the whale tries
to escape. The animal is allowed to struggle at the end of the
line; the sngines are kept in reverse, and the gun iz reloaded.
While the whale is being played by use of the winch and allowed
to exhaust itself, very little strain is placed on the running
gear, or any part of tha ship's superstructure, becauzse of the
special tackle on the foremast activating the =prings along the
keel in the bottom of the killer boat.

~ After the whale's struggle becomez= weaker it is hove close
to the bow by meanz of the deck winch. The gunner kills the
whale by firing a killer iron just back of the pectoral fin s0 a
grenade enters the lung area. The killer iron hardly strikes the
animal before there iz a muffled explosion as the grenade goes
off with devastating results. The whale dieszs almost immediately
with its entire weight supported by the harpoon line. Otherwise,
it would =sink.

A killer iron is =zimilar to a harpoon except it has no line
attached to it.

The carcass is brought alongside, a perforated iron pipe,
about three feet long, i= plunged into the abdominal cavity by
means of a long pole. Compressed air is forced through the per-
forated pipe into the abdominal area to make it float. The per-
forated pipe iz removed and the hole iz plugged with wadding madae

from unlaid rope to prevent the air from azcaping.
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A chain is passed around the small of the body just forward
of the flukes to form a strap. This is brought through chocks in
the side of the boat and made fast. The line is cut free from
the imbedded harpoon, which, with the killer iron, is generally
racovered on the factory ship when the whale is cut-up.

The chain allows the whale to be towed alongside the killer
boat with the tail lashed near the bow and the head pointed aft.
This prevents the whale'ssm mouth from opening while being towed.

A wire strap iz also passed around the small of the body to
allow the carcass to be pulled aboard the ramp in the factory
=hip's 3tern. This wire has two eyez 3spliced at its end and
inserted in holes cut in the flukes. It is important this =strap
be properly adjusted and the holez in the flukez properly located
30 the carcass can be pulled on itz back through the ramp to the
flenzing deck.

Small mistakes or omissions can lead to trouble when landing
these large animals in rough =eas.

The tips of the caudal fin are cut off to avoid towing prob-
lems. The number or name of the killer boat is carved on the
ventral surface of the flukas to enable the factory ship to de-
termine who killed the whala.

When the carcaas is secured for towing, the harpoon gun is

raeloaded and made ready for the ﬁext whale.
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Sometimes the dead whale is flagged and =maet adrift instead
of being towed while hunting continues. When this happens the
same procedure is followed as before excaept a thirty foot pointed
staff is imbedded in the carcasss. This staff has a flag and
lantern attached allowing recovery by day or night unless sharks
or Killer whales intervene.

Whales are flagged when plentiful in the area and hunting
continues only on orders of the factory ship when too many car=-
casses are tied astern unprocessad.

When the harpoon gun is fired it is posszible to zse the
harpoon flung through the air with the harpoon line snaking out
behind its, Then comes the roar of the gun and the muzzle smoka
blinds yous. When you look toward the spot where the whale was
last seen only a vaporous cloud hangs suspended above the churned
up water to indicate where the beast disappeared.

While on a killer boat during one hunt I was struck by the
vapor that results when the whale exhaled. The whale broke water
and blaw about thirty feet from the side of the killer boat but
too far astarn for the gunner to shoot. The wind carried thae
vaporized breath acrozsz the ramp, leading from the bridge to the
gun platform on which I was standing with a camera. It covered
me and the camera with a light film of vapor that apparently
contained oil because it took cogsidarabla time to clean the
camera lens. The whale alzsoc pozseszssed an advanced casa of hali=

tosiz becausme of the =ickening odor 1 axperiencaed.
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Tha Antics of Whales

Here are some of the antics performed by whalaes:

Breecheaes = Whale projects itself head-first vertically
oneg=half itz length out of the water with great
vaelocity éhd falls back in the water with a
huge splash.

Lobtails = Whale hangs vertically in the water, head sub-
merged, and sweeps its tail back and forth in

the air.

Flukes=s - Whale =strikes the water with flat surface of
its tail.
-Sounds - Whale lifts forward part of its body out of the

water a few feet, spouts, arches its back,
throws tail in the air, and dives benseath the
water in a perpendicular descent. The tail may
appear as a giant butterfly on the water just
before it disappearsz below the surface. When a
whale sounds it iz generally an indication it
will be under water for an extended period of
time. However, I have never seen a whale below
the zaurface for more than twenty minutes.
Settles - Whale slides beneath surface in gliding motion

without changing horizontal motion of its body.
Thiz i=s what whale generally does between
breaths and indicates it will be only a short

time below the surface of the water.
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Hunting the Blue Whale

This species is the largest animal known in the history of
the world., Experts believe it took twenty million years for
whales to svolve from their land ancestors. It is hunted by one
of two methods. First, the étalking method.

This is used when the gunner has a slow killer boat capablse
of up to eleven knots. This is tiring, long and requires abundant
patience., It is similar to hunting the humpback already de-
scribed. It is now di=zcarded with the introduction of the modern
killer boats capable of fourtesn to eighteen knots, like the ones
uzed in the Antarctic,.

"Becond, the "come up and out method", with the killer boat
going at fourteen to eighteen knots, fine judgement of =species
and habits, and long patient =talking is not necessary.

The Killer boat maintains full =spsed at all timeams. Ths
whale comes up for breath but is forced below before complsting
its respiration by the boat charging down on it. The tacticz arse
followed for perhaps half an hour or longer, the whale trying to
get itz breath and the determined action of the gunner to keep it
down. The whale acts terrified, short of breath and commences to
swim rapidly. This increases itz need for air. The =mituation
develops into a chase with the animal breaking the surface at
full =zpeed, exhaling and inhaling in a split sSecond, then diving.
The whale does not travel very deep under these circumstances and
i= generally visible tn the crew of the killer boat which remains

as close as poszsible. Evean the blue whalse cannot endure this



type of pursuit more than about thirty minutes without showing
8igns of fatigue. The animal commences to tire, loses itz =peed,
and surfaces more frequently for air. Finally the killer boat
ovartakes the quarry, the whale murfaces within gun range, then
the harpoon iz imbadded as ciose to the pectoral fin as possible.

It iz this type of whaling that led to the extermination of
so many blue, fin, and sei whales. The whalas had no chance.
They are smothered into exhaustion and then killed.

It iz a rare occurrence, once a blue whale's large umbrella
spout is smighted, that the animal escapes a modern killer boat
under command of a good gunner unless ice, 3ea conditions or the
weather intervenes.

Once a harpoon is imbedded, one of two procedures may be
followed.

The gunner allows the harpooned whale to take out plenty of
line, oven up to a guarter or one=-third of a mile in length,
which is controlled by the deck winch, The killer boat engines
are stopped or going =lowly astern to keep the line ocut of the
propeller. There i=s no strain on the killer boat becau=za the
pull of the whale is transferred by the running rigging on the
foremast to the springs in the bottom of the killer boat. The
whale iz allowed to exhaust itself, if still alive, and is then
hauled in by the winch or the killer boat advancing on it. The
animal iz hauled under the bow and dizpatched with a killer iron.

After a big whale is harpooned, another method may be uszaed

in dispatching it.
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Here the whale iz chased down and harpooned. Immediatsely
the killer boat is swung away and at right angles to the direc-
tion taken by the whale. The whale is taking out line and the
killer boat is paying it out also by steaming at full speed away
from the animal. After a ldhg scopa of line is out, the killer
boat swings parallel to the course taken by the whale. This re-
sults in a long bight of line in the water with the whale towing
ons end of it and the boat paying out but towing the othsr end.
This maneuver =zoon exhausts and slows down the whale from the
sheer weight and drag of the line. The boat now heads toward the
whale, practically completing a circle from the arsa where the
harpoon was imbedded. A killer iron finishes the whals.

This method iz fazst but puts more of a strain on the running
rigging of the vessel and requirezs care in keeping the line out
of the propeller.

After the blus, fin and sei whalezs ars killed, the procedure
for towing them to the factory ship is the zame as for humpback
or flagging them for later recovery.

On one occasion in the Weddell Sea I went whaling with a
gunner who had been hunting whales with modern killer boats for
about twenty years in the Antarctic. He told me that in the
1920's the factory ships used to stay in open water on the edgs
of the field ice and the killer bgats killed and delivered the
whales to the factory ship which remained in sight. In 1937-19538

ws had to go miles away and out of zmight of the factory ships.



On this trip we sighted a largs fin whale, about 80 fest
long. We had a fairly strong wind blowing on a clear cold day
with fairly rough ssas when clear of field ice. The harpoon hit
this whale in the back by the caudal fin which did little harm to
the whale and above all it did not impair his ability to swim.
The whale took off at tremendous speed, heading for some field
ice. The killsr boat angines were put full astern but the whalse
just towed the killer boat and into the field ice we went. I
just wrapped myself around a stanchion on the bridge along with
the rezt of the crew because it was impozssible to =tand up with-
out support. The whale litsrally just dragged u=s through the
field ice on a zigzag coursse as we bumped from one chunk of icse
to another with the engines at full astern, we muzst have besen
making six or seven knots through the water. Finally the whalse
towed us free of the =tretch of ice and =zeveral harpoons wers put
in it when we were in clear water. All told it mu=st have taken
over two hours before we had a dead whale. This episode showsed
what a misplaced harpoon can do beside=z showing the strength of
thess animal=zs.

I think I can say without being egotistical that I witnessed
the mlaughter of mors whales in the history of American modsrn
whaling than any other native borp in the United Statesz. My duty
on the expedition was to ensure that the whaling lawz of the
united States were obssrved. It waz not my duty to interfere
with the slaughtser =0 long azs the killing was carriesd out legal-
ly. The expadition was out to make monay. My duty was to =sm=e

that the profit wa=zs le=gal.



I expresszed my views subsequently that eventually led to the
demise of pelagic whaling under the United States flag. The
Ulyzsses made two more trips but did not make "two zmeasons" on
either voyage.

By two seasons is meant the Ulysses would hunt the Indian
Ocean or Australian waters, then proceed and fit out in a foreign
port to hunt the Antarctic without returning to a United Etates
port. Then she would come to a United Btatezs port at the end of
the Antarctic season. This arrangement saved money in travel
time, 3implified the =signing on of perszonnel of the expedition,
who were Norwegians; also, it prevented trouble with United
Stataes navigation laws and the Norwaegian whaling union regula-
tions. In short, the company made a greater profit without cum=
bersome restrictions.

A "one szeason" arrangement allowed the ship to go to either
the Indian Ocean or Antarctic from the United States, then =shs
had to return to the United States,

In other words, she could not go to the Indian Ocean and
then to the Antarctic as she did when I was aboard.

I look back on this assignment with a great deal of =atiz=-
faction and a feeling of accomplishment. I was instrumental
aventually in curtailing pselagic whaling undsr the U.5. flag by
my one season recommendation and‘by also showing it was a foreign
controlled operation.

However, from June 11, 1937 to April 11, 1938, approximately
ten months, I got ashore fourtesen days. 8o my misszsion was accom-

plished by an arduous tour of duty.



However, it must be emphasized that pelagic whaling stopped
for most nations when it waz no longer commercially profitable.
During the 1937=1938 =gason Norwegian, German, British, Japanese
and Russian expeditions slaughtered thousands of whales in the
Ross and Weddell Seas. This is one of the reasons why whales
became scarce. Howaever, the Japanese, Russia and Iceland persist=-
gd after other nations stopped. Japan topday still kills about
two thousand per year and conzsumes tons of whale heat in their
daily diet. But even the Japs realize now the end of whaling is
in sight,

Most of the whale nil coming to this country was used to
produce expensive zoap3. The o0il wasg used in European countries
for commercial purposes and to supplement dietary reguirements.

Some of the whale o0il coming to this country, however, com=-
peted with peanut, cotten =sed, and menhaden o0il and this creatsd
friction with these products.

After WW II =everal nations made efforts to revive pelagic
whaling. They introducaed bigger and faster killer boats, more
efficient factory ship=, =earch planes and employed =onar and
radar. However, the big whaleszs were too zscarce to guarantee a
profit against the high cost of fitting out a big commercial
expadition. Only Japan, Russia apd Iceland persisted. But even
thay had to resort to killing the smaller species or almost any=-

thing else that produced oil.
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Another factor curtailing Norwegian whaling wa= the fact
Norway could not use all the whale o0il it produced and had to
=sgll it on the foreign market. But the Japs could producse it and
sell it about 37/ton cheaper than the Norwegians.

Right Whaie Head for Mussum

A gunner killed a right whale by mistake. The killing was
illegal but excusable under the circumstancez of the weathar,
ice, and ssa conditions. To make amend= the expedition gave ma
the head of this whale and I gave it to Dr. Remington Kellogg at
The Museum of Natural History in Washington, D.C. A3 I recall
however, Dr. Kellogg told me that if a right whale was killed
lggally or illegally, he wanted the head for The Smithszsonian.
Strange as it may seem the killer boat and factory =ship had nevaer
seen a right whale before and did not know what kind of whale it
was until I identified it for them.

Thiz whale, called the right whals, got its name from the
early American whalers who believed it to be the "right" whale to
kill because it swam slowly, was easy to approach and kill, and
did not sink when dead. They may reach 50 to 60 feet and run
about a ton to the foot. It yielded plenty of valuable o0il and
large balsen =slabz from its arched head. Balesn of a right whale
i® much larger than in blus and fins. It i3 a merie=z of long
horny platez or slabs that form ; sguare footage surface that

acts a=s teeth. These plates hang from the upper jaws and are
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finely fringed on the tongue =ide. Anytime a baleen whale shuts
its mouth to sqguish out the sesa water while retaining krill, it
hazs the same effect azs casting a large net in the water for its=s
food. It has a barnacle infested "bonnet" on its head in front
of its blow holes. It does hot have a dorsal fin,

The complete head was placed on deck. On the 7,000 mile,
twenty-seven day voyage from the Weddell Bsa to New York, I s=pent
most of my time separating the flesh from the head bones with a
hand knife, flenzing knife and steam ho=ze. Then the head was
crated for shipment from New York to Washington, B.C. Crated for
shipment, it weighed smeveral tons.

.0On arrival in Washington the head was to be taken apart. The
bones were to bae placed in sand for smevaral ysars and then sever=
al more yegars in a running brook. Thiz was to remove all the oil
from the bonez. It should be remembered that any part of a whale
is full of oil.

After the sand and water treatment the head is reaszembled
for axhibit. To assemble the head without first removing the oil
would eventually cause the specimen to rot and fall apart.

I gave a fully assembled harpoon to the Museum in Washing=
ton, D.C. al=so.

Bezides the right whale head and harpoon, I also gave the

jaws of a killer whale to Dr. Kellogg.
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Killer Whale Jaws for Museum of Natural History

The killer whale is also known as the Orca. They run any=-
where from 20 to 30 feet in length; are generally recognized by
their black and white markings from the lower jaws to anuz, ax-
tending along their =ides aﬁd all topped by a tall erect dorsal
fin, which may be saeveral feet high.

This whale is seen freguently on display in aguariums per-
forming acrobatic featz for the public's enjoyment. But in their
native habitat they are different. Here they possess ferocious
feseding habits. While traveling in groupzs they actually attack.
mutilate, and even kill baleen whales. They also kill =eals,
fish, =B3guid, sea turtles and sea birds. In attacking balesn
whales they lacerate its hide and frequently mortally wound the
animal by ganging up on it until it i3 exhausted and tsaring out
its huge tongue.

There ars Antarctic expedition records which note that kill-~-
er whales have attempted to attack men and =sledgs dogs on ice
flows. Whalsrs do not like them and are extremely cautious when
in their prezence. They have a broad rounded head, large mouth
and big numerous, sharp pointed testh in the upper and lowsr
jaws, which, az I recall, are 3o placed that they mesh when the
jaws are closed to produce a rendering capability. In othasr
words, the teeth allows them to gear apart whatever they attack.

Only the jaw bones and teeth were given to the Musesum.
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Whale Meat

We ate gquite a bit of whale meat during the Antarctic catch.
The meat it=elf was sort of stringy and resembled pot~roast when
cooked. The meat came from fin whales early in the season before
the whale started to get fa£. A strip of meat, about eight feet
long, two feet wide, and several inches thick would be stripped
from the whale's back; then hung in the rigging for about a week
or ten days. Here it turned a black=brown color in the sterile
atmosphere. When removed to the galley the meat was cut into
steaks and then soaked in vinegar while treated with salt and
repper for about a week. It was very good when served broiled or
fried. I snjoyed it. You would never know it was whale meat. Of
course the secret of making it adible was to take it off ths
whale before the whale got fat and the meat became oily.

Whale Milk

I did not drink the milk but I did taste only a small bit of
it. Unfortunately it came from a dead female which had been
killed several hours bafora.

The two teats of a female whale are in two slits on the =side
of the female opening located on the underszide of ths body's

posterior saection.

All That Glitters Is Not Gold

The Wezmtern Operating Corporation was incorporated undsr the
laws of Delawars with headguarters on Lowasr Broadway, New York
City at the Isbrandtson Steamship Company. Lord, Day and Lord of

New York City was their legal rapresentative.
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It waz emphasized to me, when I met with memberzs of the
corporation at their New York headguarters in May 1837, that the
purpose of the Corporation was to resurrect American whaling
under the U.5. flage. They suggested I expedite my departure from
the United States for Gothaﬁburg, Sweden, where a vessel was
being converted to a whaling factory ship and was just about
ready for a cruise to the Indian Ocean and then to the Ross bEea,
Antarctica.

I believe it was at this time I learned that the cost of
outfitting the gxpedition was two million dollars.

I arrived Gothenburg, Sweden on May 11, 1937 via the Grips=~
holm of the Swedish American Line, and went aboard
the Ulysses at the local ship yard. It was readily apparent that
the =ship wazs not ready for sea, being =till in dry-dock. Every=-
thing to fit the ship out as a factory zship was late in arriving
from Norway. There wazs no water, living guarters or food facili=-
ties. The yard was working 24 hours per day to get the ship out.
I had to live ashore in a local hotel.

While talking to Capt., Mikkelson, master of the Ulysses, and
his other officers, I learned they never hsard of the persons I
had talked to in New York and they thought I wa=z telling them a

joke when I 3tated the ship was going to the Rozs Sea after being

in Australia.
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The only name I heard in Sweden controlling the Ulysses
outfitting belonged to a person by the name of Anders Jahre. I
soon learned he was a whaling tycoon in Sandefjord, Norway, ownsad
sgveral factory ships and practically controlled Norwsgian whal-=-
ing. He was running the shoﬁ. He ordered the Ulysses to sail
ragardless of her condition on May 26, 1937 because she was sup-
posed to be on the Australian whaling grounds by June 1937. We
sailed all right on the 26th of May but had to return immediately
to the shipyard for about two weeks while they added 800 tons of

ballast to her starboard guarter to make her seaworthy and sta=-

-

ble.

‘And what did we find out eventually was behind all this
turmoil! Here it i=s.

The Anglo-Norsk expedition exploited Shark Bay in 1936 with-
out an Australian licenze. This ship flew the British flag, had
a Norwegian crew and was2 owned by a company in the Falkland Is-
lands. At the conclusion of thess operations this expedition
crossed the Pacific, hunted sperm whales off Peru and then went
to Panama for recreation after laying up her killer boats at the
Galapagos I=sland=. It was intended to send the Anglo=-Norsk to
Shark Bay in 1937 again becausae Jahre had obtained an Australian
licenze to hunt whales in Australian waterz. The license was
obtained by a man named Melsom, aaNorwegian, who became a‘natu-
ralized Australian. The Ulyssezs took the place of the Anglo=-

Norgsk and went to Shark Bay.
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This situation created a difference of opinion between Jahrae
and Lar=s Christenson of Bandefijiord, Norway, another Norwegian
whaling tycoon, who had an interest in a factory ship by the name
of Frango. Christenson threatened to ssnd one of his modsrn
factory ships to Shark Bay and Jahre retaliated by planning to
8end one of his huge Kozmos factory ships. Buch a course of
action would have just about exterminated the whales on the west
coast of Australia in one s3eason. A compromise was reached be=-
tween Jahre and Christenson. Jahre would =3end the Ulyszsses as
planned, and Christenson would zend the Frango but only after
Jahre and his associates had agreed to pay Christenson some monsy
for using a =smaller factory ship. Thuzs, the Ulysses went to
Shark Bay and the Frango went north but in Australian coaztal
waters.

Thi=s arrangesment waz made because the Ulysses 0il could be
introduced into the United States duty fres (she was= undaer our
flag) and a largser profit could be realized than if the Anglo-
Norsk had gone to Shark Bay for the 1937 s=sason.

This information aroused my suspicionz that all is not gold
that glitters. The fact Jahre wazs running the Western Operating
Corporation, became apparent by the way he controlled the Ulysses
and izssued all the orders governing her operations.

Accordingly, I informed Coas£ Guard Headguarters via a ci=
pPher I was carrying, that in my opinion this operation should be

invastigated because I thought it was a subterfuge to dump whale
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oil duty free into the United States. This led to an investiga-
tion in Washington which subssguaently confirmed my =suspicions.
Congresszman Bland of Virginia and others in Congress became in=
terested becauze peanut oil and fish o©vil compated with the whale
0il on the U.S5. market.

To makse a long story short, the Western Operating Corpora-
tion was eventually hauled into Federal Court in Norfolk, Vir-
ginia, where they paid a fine for short whales killed in vio-
lation of the law. Then the btate Department got in the act and
the whale oil matter, as I recall, was handled undser the Most
Favored Nation Treaty Act.

It should be kept in mind that thizs expedition could never
have taken place without the consent and control of Andsrs Jahre
and the Norwegian Whaling Union, which approved crews for the
Uly=zszses; the killer boats, and the gunners, stc. It was a Norwa=-
gian operation: there is no guestion about it.

The gunner's contract wazs drawn up for the killing of whales
according to Norwegian law and not the United Statesz laws. Norwe-
gian law allowed 30 ft. humpbacks to be killed. The United
State=s law allowed cnly.35 ft. Thizs caused a great deal of con-
fusion before I made them abida by the 35 ft. limit. Jahre and
Mikkelson did not like it but finally agreed to do it and only
after Washington backed me up. it was a halluva mess and led to
numerous heated discussions between me and Mikkelson. However, I
realized Mikkelson's position. He had to produce for Jahre or he

would have been replaced in short order.
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I want to point out at this time that the Norwegians learned
their lesson by cooperating with Japan years ago when Japan want=-
ed to start whaling and got the Norwegians to indoctrinate and
train them in all aszpects of whaling. The Norwegianz cooperatead
fully. Then after sevaral ?ears the Japs got rid of the Nor-
wegians and ran their own whaling operations. The Norwegians
never forgot this double=-cross., And this iz why the Norwegian
Whaling Union made sure that their members worked expeditions
controlled from Norway.

I have no animosity towards the Norwegians on the Ulysszes
for what transpired. You could not meet more pleazant, more
raspectable, finer, hard working, people. My relations were
friendly and pleasant with all ship personnel. However, Mik-
Kelson and his corporation ware out to make money. Walsh was out
to enforce the law. There were frictional momentz but under the
circumstance, that had to be expected. If Mikkelson did not
produce, Jahre would have replacaed him.

I want to point out at this time that, in my opinion, Norwa-
gian whaling in 1927-1938 was to Norway what thae auto industry
wasz to this country. In my opinion, it waz the backbone of thair
economic life. It wazm therefore with reluctance that I predicted

its decline in 1938 and stated it would eventually di=zappear. And

it did.
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Most of the Norwegians could spsak some English, I learned
from fregquent and long conversationszs with them that most appeared
to be home loving people who missed their families. They go to
sea because they have to make a living., Norway has a long coast=-
line. A large part of the cduntry is above the Arctic Circle.
According to my Norwegian friends, the southern part of the coun-
try supports the rest which iz barren and bleak. G&Geafaring be-
comes one of the few outlets for their economic endeavors.

Whale Data = General Information

Ulysses departed Cape Town December 1, 1837 and was in the
Waeddell Sea until March 16 15838, Then proceeded 7,000 milses
directly to New York where she arrived April 11, 1938. Sandy
Hook, N.J. was the first land sighted since lesaving The Cape of
Good Hope December 1, 1937. The Ulysses arrived New York ten
months after leaving Sandefjord, Norway, June 12, 1937, During
these eight monthz the ship was in port eight days, cruised
30,000 miles, killed 3,665 whalezs and obtained 191,030 barrelz of

whale oil.

Legal Limits

Lagal Limits for Killing = 1937

Whale Legal Length
Blue 70 ft.
Fin b5 ft.
Humpback 35 ft.

Sperm 35 ft.




Whals
Blue
Fin
Sei

Humpback

Whale
Blus
Fin
Sei

Humpback

4

o

Length of Whales

Average Length Largest

80 ft. 110ft

70 ft. B84 ft.

45 ft. 62 ft.

38 ft. 50 ft.
Weight -~ Estimated

Length Weight/Foot
80 ft. 1 1/4 ton/ft.
70 ft. 1 ton/ft.
62 ft. 3/4 ton/ft.
40 ft. 3/4 ton/ft.

Some scientist belisve a whale'm blubber can =sustain it for

months without food.

A Dutch =mcientist estimates that a blue whale calf grows

about eight and one-half poundszs per hour during its

zgvan month

nursing period when it getz 130 gallons of fat rich milk a day

from its mother.

whale foetus,

Pounds.
Whale
50' Blue -
90' Blue =
70 Fin

Femalse

Do not forget,

before it is born,

by actual meazurement, a blue

can be 17' long and weigh 2,443

Barrels of 0Oil/Whale/Foot

Barrels of 0il -

Month of March

Malse

(pregnant)

125

2256

70
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Rough Estimate 1.5 barrels/ft.: Blue Whale B8O’

Rough Estimate 1.0 barrels/ft.: 70' Fin Whale

Estimate 37.4 barrels per whale in Shark Bay

In Shark Bay fifty per cent of o0il came from blubber and the
tongue; fifty per cent came from bone and meat. Whales were fat
having migrated from their pastures in Antarctica where they had
consumed tonzs of krill.

It iz estimated that a blue whale may eat 200 tons of
Krill/day or about 4% of itsg body weight. This krill is near the
surface during the Antarctic summer. Whales are believed to
migrate to warm waters only to mate. Thiz is why apparently 1
never saw food in the whale stomaches in Bhark Bay.

Ulysses could only make 160 tons of water per day when she
neaded 400 tons per day. This cut production of whale oil from
roughly 1,800 barrels/day to 1,600 barrels/day.

Market value of whals o0il during Shark Bay =seaszon wa=s
3100/ton if I recall correctly.

A modern whaling factory ship requires one barrel of water
for every barrel of oil derived from the whals. Ulyssas was
always short of water

Expedition could legally dizpose of only: internal organs:;

baleen; pectoral finsz.

Recapitulation of Catch

Whalez Killed 0il Obtained = Barrels
Shark Bay 2,037 Shark Bay - 78,750
Antarctic 1,628 Antarctic == 112,280

TOTAL: 3,665 TOTAL: 191,030
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There were thousands of humpbacks in Shark Bay on July 24,
1937, when we started killing them. On August‘30 the ship had 26
whales secured astern at noon waiting to be fiansed. On August
31 there were 21 astern. On both occasions the killer boats had
stopped hunting for the day. An experienced gunner told me he
had never realized whales could exist in such numberz=. He azti-
mated 4,000 whales were in Shafk Bay in July i937.

Buring the Shark Bay =sason it co=t the Western Operating
Corporation approximately fiva‘thousand dollars per day to oper=-
ate the entire expedition. The Ulyszsses iz alleged to have paid
for the cost of the expedition after 70,000 barrels of oil had
been obtained. | |

By arriving late in Shark‘Bay, and being =hort of water duse
to evaporator troubles, the Uly=se=z lost hundred of thousands of
dollars because she could have doubled tha number of whales
killed during thae 70 days of operation.

Casualties

One man died from natural causes and was buried at sea July
4, 1937 after the govaernment of Aden refused our regquest for
parmission to land him ashore{

A man waz killed instantly on a killer boat in Shark Bay
when struck by the tail of a ﬁhale alongside the killer boat when
he was pas=ing a towing chain‘aréund the carcass just forward of

the tail. The whalse appeaared to be dead but apparently was not.
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After spending months in the warm dry climate bordering The
Tropic of Capricorn in Australia, the miserable climate of Walvis
Bay and the cold Benguela Current took its toll on personnel. At
least fifty per cent of ths personnel contracted severe colds and
many suffered from a chest éondition similar to influenza accord-
ing to the doctor.

Any open cut, 3cratch, or severe bruize became infected if
it came in contact with any part of a dead whale. First aid was
administered immediately and daily checks followed for several
waeks by the doctor. In one instance a man came in contact with
the blade of a deck steam zmaw. He tore his pantz but only
scratched his leg. He failed to report it. Subsaegquently a se=

vara infection followed which lasted several months.

Whale FPopulation

Pazt and Prasent

There is no doubt that at one time there were hundreds of
thousands of whale=z of different species in the oceans of the
world. Commercial whaling deciminated tham. Howaver, recent
stati=ztics seem to take an optimizstic view that current hunting
guotas established by i1nternational agresment will protect some
spacies from extinction. But it must be accepted that =surveying
the ocean= of the world iz vague for detecting how many whalasz
may still exist. They roam over éxtansive regions and are hiddsn
from view even during a diligent =search. It i3 guestionable-
wheather any estimates will svar bs accepted without contention by

commercial interests or consarvationists.
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The blua, fin, 3ei, and humpback population has been frag=-
mented when compared to their former numbers. Can they stand any
more ravaging? How about the toll from natural enemies and dis-
eases? BStrange as it may seem, whales are subject to many inter-
nal dizeases and parasitic worms. They have tumors, pneumonia
and stomach ulcers. |

It is my opinion when the big whale species are found again
to be in such numbers that will make pelagic whaling profitable
for Norway, Japan, the Soviet Union and Iceland, then pelagic
whaling will return and be governed only by profits, economics
and politics. I guestion whether legal guotas will be observed.

. I gquestion whether the United Statezs will become involved

again in pelagic whaling.
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Grenade Fuse
inserted !
here

Harpoon Shaft

/// Grenade black
, powder inserted

= ‘ here

Grenude screwed
on here

Assembled harpoon

Harpoon %un

Harpoon after firing. The grenade has exploded
~ and fragmentized; note the disjointed head and
extended barbs. .

!
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FLOATING FACTORY "UI:Y§S!8'3- THE ULYSSES 1S ONE OF THE TWO FLOATING FACTORIES REG-
JSTERED UNDER THE AMERICAN FLAGy THE OTHER BEING THE FRANGO, THE ULYSSES IS A
12,395 TON VESSEL AND IS 514 FEET ‘IN LENGTH. THE FRANGO IS 6,400 TONS, LENGTH 401
-I'EE'].' FLOATING FACTORIES ARE IN OPERATION TODAY THAT ARE OVEE 30,000 TONS. THESE
VESSELS WITH THEIR FLEET OF SIX OR MORE FAST KILLER BOATS, EXPLOSIVE HARPOONS,
MODERN EQUIPMENT, AND GREAT CRUISING RADIUS ARE A FAR CRY I’RDI( THE OLD NEW BEDFORD
WHALERS, SOME OF THE LARGER FACTORY VESSELS WITH THEIR CAPACITY OF OVER 2,500 BAR-
RELS OF OIL PER DAY CAPTURE MORE IN TWO DAYS THAN THE ORIGINAL FLOATING FAOTOBIES
OF 1904 WEEE ABLE TO CARRY AWAY WITH THEM IN AN ENTIRE SEASON., ONE MODERN FACTORY ‘
SHIP CAN TAKE MORE WHALES IN ONE SEASON THAN THE ENTIRE AMERICAN WHALING FLEET OF
1846 WHICH NUMBERED OVER 700 VESSELS.



KILLER BOATSte KILLER BOATS MOORED ALONGSIDE THE FACTORY SHIP "ULYSSES".

MODERN KILLER BOATS ARE STEEL HULLED VESSELS, MANY WELL OVER 150 FEET IN

LENGTH, AND POWERED BY POWERFUL STEAM ENGINES THAT DRIVE THEM THROUGH THE
WATER AT SPEEDS AROUND SIXTEEN KNOTS. THEY ARE SELF SUSTAINING UNITS AND

CARRY CREWS OF TWELVE OR MORE MEN EACH. THEIR ONE AND ONLY FUNCTION IS TO
KILL WHALES AND DELIVER THEM TO THE FACTORY.-



r

'KILLER BOAT; AIMING THE HARPOON GUN:- THIS 3} INCH CANNON kiRES A HARPOON SIX

FEET IN LENGTH AND WEIGHING BETWEEN 100 AND 200 POUNDS, THE BHARPOON IS POINTED
WITH A HOLLOW CAST IRON BOMB WHICH IS FILLED WITH BLACK BLASTING POWDER, THIS

BOMB IS EXPLODED IN THE WHALE'S VITALS BY A TIME FUSE THAT IGNITES THE POWBER

THREE SECONDS AFTER THE EARPOON HAS LEFT THE GUN.



KILLER BOAT:~ THE GUN GOES OFF WITH A CANNON. ROAR AND THE HARPOON BURIES ITSELF
IN THE BODY OF THE WHALE. .



KILLER BOAT:~ THE DEAD WHALE IS Hgg WITH PHN THE FLUKES SECURED bbozo.mnuu

THE BOW hzu TRIMMED, AND THE TOW BACK TO THE Nboaomw SHIP mﬁrwg.



ANIMAL THAT HAS EVER LIVED UPON THE EARTH OR IN ITS WATERS., THE GIANT PREHIS

ORIC DINOSAURS COULD NOT APPROACH A BLUE WHALE IN EITHER LENGTH OR WEIGHT.

ULYSSES TOOK A 96 FOOT BLUE DURING THE 1938 ANTARCTIC SEASON, A BLUE WHALE

WILL AVERAGE ABOUT 100 BARRELS OF OIL;.BUT AS MANY AS 305 BARRELS WERE ONCE
BTAINED FROM A BLUE WHALE AT WALVIS BAY, WEST AFRICA.

A LARGE BLUE WHALE BEING HAULED UP THE SLIPWAY. THE BLUE WHALE IS THE LARGE:&



$- THREE LONG SLITS ARE CUT IN THE BLUBBER

ROM HEAD TO TAIL. THIS VIRTUALLY SEPARATES THE BLUEBER
NTO THREE LONGITUDINAL STRIPS, UPON ONE OF WHICH THE

' IS RESTING. THE FLENSERS USE A RAZOR SHARP KNIFE
ICH IS CURVED AND ATTACHED TO A LONG WOODEN HANDLE

\.ND CAN BEST BE LIKENED TO A HOCKEY STICK.



THE CUTTING DECK:-~ AFTER THE BLUBBER HAS BEEN STRIPFED FROM THE WHALE
THE CARCASS IS PULLED FORWARD TO THE CUTTING DmcK WHERE IT IS DISMEMB-
ERED. HERE THE CARCASS IS PRACTICALLY TORN APART BY THE USE OF STEEL
WIRES ATTACHED TO POWERFUL WINCHES.TRUE, THE FLENSING KNIVES PLAY AN
IMPORTANT PART, AS THE WORKERS KNOW JUST WHERE TO CUT WHEN A STRAIN IS
TAKEN ON THE CARCASS, BUT BRUTE FORCE IS THE MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR.




COMPLETE DI ERMENT, THE STEAM IS FROM THE BATTERY OF COOKE
WHICH LINE EACH SIDE OF THE DECK., IT IS IN THESE COOKERS THAT

THE CUTTING DECK3- IN THIS SCENE THE WHALE IS WELL ON THE -WAY g
OIL IS BOILED FROM THE mm ENTRAILS, AND BONES.
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The Ulysses Expedition

1937 - 1938

ADDENDUM

This should be read with the Two Volume Report submitted
to Coast Guard Headquarters in 1938, copies of which are
at the U.S. Coast Guard Academy, New London, Connecticut.

Walsh

s,
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ADDRESS OFFICIAL CO JHOIMCATION' T0
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

WAEMILGTON, D, €.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

July 5, 1939

In reply refer to
IC 562 B.F 2/418

Lieutenant Q. R. Walsh,
United Btates Coast Guard,
Treasury Department.
Sir:

The President has approved your appointment as &
delegate on the part of the United States to the Inter-
natlonal Conference for the Regulation of Whaling and
a8 a representative on the part of the United States
at a meeting of inspectors appointed to enforce tﬁe
provisions of the Internationsl Agreement for the
Regulation of Whaling. These meetings will convene
concurrently on July 17, 1939.

In the absence of aspecific instructions from the
Secretary of State you are not authorized to enter into
any oral or written agreement which might be construed
as committing this Government to any definlte course of
action. It is understood that no expense inourred in
connection with your appointment will be chargesble to
the Department of State. |

You
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You are requested to submit as ebon as oconvenient
after the termination of the meeting of inspecteors a
brief report of the aotivities and results of the
ﬁeétlng. There is encloeed an outline of the informa-
tion desired, whioh should be followed as closely as the
nature of the meeting permits.

» ) The objeof of your journey entitle& you to make
application for an officlal passport.

You are requested to inform this Deparfmenf of the
name of the ship upon which you will return to the United
Statél, the port of entry, and the anfioipated date of
arrival. This information should be received by the

Department of State at least three weeks prior to your

return.
Very truly yours,
For the Secretary of-State:
/////Georges. Messersmith
Asslstant Becretary
Enclosures:

1. Certifiocate.
2. Outline.



ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON, D.C.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

OUTLINE OF INFORMATION DESIRED IN REPORTS
SUBMITTED BY '

AMERICAN DELEGATIONS TO INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES

I. DName of Conference or Congress.
A. Place held.
. B. Opening date.
| Co Closing date.
Il. Agenda, |
III. Representafion.

‘A, List of countries represented by offi-
' cial delegates.

1. Total number of delegates present.
" B. Names oI American delegates present. |
IV, Organization of the Conference,
A. List of principal committees.
V. Results of the Conference.
A. Resolutions adopted, giving texts,
| 1. Comment.

B, Conventions or'tréaties concluded, giving
texts,

l. Qomment.

c. Important boints on which.no agreement
was reached.

1. Comnment.
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D. Publications,

1. It is important that a full set
of Conference documents and
publications accompany the Te-
port., If, however, .documents
or publications for any reason
are not enclosed, information
should be given as to:

S Titles.
b, Contents.
¢. Place where they may be
obtained,
dc Cost.
E. Part taken by American delegation,

F. Action taken by the Conference with re-
gard to future meetings,

VI,A'General comment,
| A, . Importance of the Conference,
1. To the United States.
2, In general,
B. Recommendationsiregarding American par-

ticipation in future conferences of
this series.
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SIMON’S TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA

OCT.

31, 1937

ULYSSES CATCHES FIFTEEN MILES
OF WHALES

FOR ANTARCTIC AFTER
AUSTRALIAN SEASON

AFTER thiee months” extensive work in the Westem
Australian whaling grounds, the American whale factory

ship Ulysses is in Simon's Bay,

waiting to be drydocked to-day

before leaving for another whaling season in the Antarctic.

The Ulysses and her catchers operated from July 24 to
October 8, during which time 2,037 whales were caught, from
which a cargo of 13,330 tons of whale oil, valued at upwards

pf £300,000, was extracted..

It is expected that she will leave Simon's Town dunng
the week-end, going to Walvis Bay to pick up new fleet of
catchers before going to the Antasctic.

OIL WORTH £300,000

{(From the Cape Times Correspondent)
SIMON'S TOWN, Tuesday.

R the {irst time in almost half

& century the Stars and Stripes
of the United States of America are
being flown at the Naval Port. where
the' large American whale [actory
ship Ulysses arrived. yesterday and
anchoved in the bay.

Flve months at sea since sailing
from Norway in May last, the
Ulysses is straight in from the
| Western Australian whaling grounds
twhere she has had a successful sea-
- son.

! American owned, the expedition is
manned almost cnlirely by Nor-
wegians, but six Americans and two
South Africans are in its comple-
ment,

The Ulysses has been operating
with eight catchers, the A.N. num-
bers 1, 4 and 5, the Kos 1, 2 and 9,
the Hval | and the Ross 1. None of
these calchers will be permitted to
take purt in the coming Antarctic
season, and, instead of accompany-
ing their parcat ship to Simon's
Town, they have gone up to Walvis
Bay, where they will be lald up.

Immediately the Ulysses has com-
pleled at Simon's Town she will also
g0 10 Walvis Bay to pick up a new
squadron of catchers and then head
south again for another five months
in_the Antarctic,

The Ulysses is inaugurating a new
Lustom in respect to whaling expedi-

tions, in being the first big factory
ship to dry-dock, refit and turn about
al the Cape instead of proceeding
home to Norway for this purpose.

The advantage of a 6.000-mile start
in the race to find the whales is a
valuable one, and it is known that
the Ulysses’ cxperiment is being
closely watched by other companies.
I is likely to be followed by other
cxpeditions, which would be of con-
siderable commercial value to South
Africa.

TOO BIG FOR CAPE TOWN

Being too big for Cape Town's
dry-dock. the Ulysses has brought
much nceded employment to many
men at Simon's Town and in the
South Peninsula, while Cape Town
firms will also benelit considerably
as a result ol large purchases of
stores and equipment.

Simon's Town's L)E naval dry-
dock can comfortably accommo-
date the largest faciory ship afloat,
and it is known that the Naval
authorities are willing to do all
they can 1o assist in meeluing the
dry-docking requirements of the
big ships.

All preparations have bcen made
at Simon's Town for & record job.
As soon as the Ulysses anchored in
the bay workmen from the Naval
dockyard swarmed aboard to make
good the ravages of a strenuous

She will be dry-docked on Wed-

nesday and gangs of men specially
engaged for the purpose will thor-
oughly scrub and scrape her huge

hull.  Two coais of pawnt, specially
imgoried from England, will be given
to the whole of the underwater por-
tion of the Ulysses in readiness for
the Antarctic.
The Ulysses is commanded DYy
Captain Gans Mauriz Mikkelsen, &
geniai Norwegian who has spent his
whole life at sea. Born at Greenock,
in_Scolland, aboard a Norwegian
sailing ship, Captain Mikkelsen
never came ashore to live until he
was seven years of age. Back at
sea again within.a few years, he
made his home in America, and
holds the rank of Lieutenant-Com-
mander in the United States Navy
Reserve. .
Captain Mikkelsen's last call at a
Union port was in 1908, when, serv-
ing aboard a windjammer, he called
to dcliver a cargo of Swansea coke
at Walvis Bay.

SUCCESSFUL SEASON

The Ulysses has had one of the
most successful seasons yet experi-
enced by any expedition in tropical
w[?te;'ls. She‘ ar’rivwed ‘ll Shark Bay,
ofl the coust o este %w.mhs.
on July 24, and whenms ceased
whaling and headed for Simon's
Town on October 8, her catchers had
captured 2,037 whales, resulting in a
cargo of 13,300 tons of whale oll,
valued at upwards of £300,000.

The Ulysses' biggest catch was’
44 whales in 48 hours, after which
orders had to be given to the
catchers to “ease up” to let the
factory ship cope with the job of
dealing with the record catch,

Streiched head to tail, the
Ulysses' season's catch would
stretch for 15 miles of whales.

An Interesting feature of the
Ulysses' big catch was the fact that
six of the whales captured were
found to contain the speclally
marked darts with which the RRS.
Discovery 1l is tagging whales In the
Antarctic, thus proving the north-
ward movement of the whale shoals
during the Antarclic winter season.

The darts, with full particulars of
the whales from which they have
becn laken, have been sent to Eng.
land to the Digeovery's Committee,
where they will furnish valuable
data.

Scated high up in the Captain's
quarters of the Ulysses one would
imagine oneself to be in a modern
hotel apartment, with jts papelled
walls and pastel-shaded and soft
furnishings. On the deck the latest
in automatic telephones is connected
to every part of the ship.

A quarter of a million pounds

whaling season.

, tLuotinued 1n oext column.)

\

sworth of the Ulysses’ whale ol carg.
passed through Cape Town last wegl
Charles Racine, boun:

for New York, and close on anothe.

Aboard the Ulysses also |
Lieutenant Walsh, an officer of th.
United States Coastguard Servio
who accompanied the ion a:
United Statie whasng Separome:

W, ) 5
at ‘Washington.

Claimed o be one of the mast u;
lo-date whale factories lnoﬂ.,‘ u‘;
Ulysses can deal with a 45 foot
humpback whale in 35 minutes from
the time it comes aboard through the
:’1:” slip bullt in the stern of the

Winches and derricks are every-
w’l:e]re tondudl.‘uu i e{hyc
whales 2 huge saws, conveyer
belts, bope grinders and boilers ’.'n,
ranged along the decks 1o ensure that
not a scrap of waste takes nlace.

1 ,As soon as the Ulysses is finished
at Simon's Town she will go to Wal-
vis Bay to pick up a sguadron of
'more powerful catchers than accoin-
panied her on her last trip. With
these in company, she will head
south again, the vanguard of the
huge armada now steaming for the
Antarctic. The Ulysses is ex|

to be out about six moaths ore
reaching New York after her double
season,

A sister expedition, but smaller:
than the Ulysses—the factory ship
Frango—is due in Table Bay on
Saturday next en route to New {'ork
Although the Frango operated for
about five weeks longer than the
.Ulysses, she collected 35,000 barrels
less than the Ulysses. .
The Ulysses' crew will spend a
few days ashore at Simon's Town.’
They have not set foot ashore since :
June 12—140 duys—and will put inl
another five months at sea after;
leaving the Naval Port.
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THE ULYSSES EXPEDITION

The expedition was owned allegedly and operated by the Western Operating
Corporation of Wilmington, Delaware, under United States Whaling License #28.
The énterprise was formed to carry out pelagic operations under the United
States Flag and the license was obtained under the pretext of resurrecting
Whaling in the United States.

In April, 1937, I met with the principals fostering the expedition on this
side offthe Atlantic at Lower Broadway, New York City. They stated the intent
and purpose of the expedition as heretofore stated. They claimed bositively the
Whaling operations were going to be in the Indian Ocean and the Ross Sea. Also,
that the ship was outfitting in Goteborg, Sweden and ready for sea.

Sailing from New York on the Gripsholm, I arrived Goteborg 11 May 1937.

The ship was in dry dock and only fifty percent cohverted from an oil tanker to
a whaling. factory ship. The master was a naturalized 0.S. citizen of Norwegian
ancestry. He never heard of the people in New York, nor did the crew.

I lived ashore in a nearby hotel.

I soon learned the people in New York did not know what they were talking
about concerning the itinerary of the ship nor its operations even though they
claimed they had invested two million dollars. The whole deal appeared to be
Norwegian with a man by the name of Anders Jahre, a Norwegian whaling tycoon of
Sandefjord, Norway, being tﬁe boss. The master never heard of the Ross Sea for
a destination. The entire expedition was made up of Norwegians. I was the only
native born American. All hands signed on in foreign ports.

The situation aroused my suspicions that this was not a United States flag
operation.

The ship was not ready for sea 26 May 1937 in my estimation. Tugs had to
pull her out of drydock. She listed immediately about thirty~five degrees to
starboard. Photographs confirm this condition. .Cargo piled high on deck rolled
over the side. We just missed several ferries in the harbor. Proceeding pre-
cariously, we anchored five miles outside the port. The ship flopned from star-
board to port while anchored. We lost all power. % went back to Goteborg.

The ship had to return to the shipyard. After they added about eight. hundred
tons of ballast in the stern, we finally sailed for Sandeford on 11 June 1937.
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It did not take long to confirm my suspicions that the expedition was a
farce under the U.S. flag; that the purpose was to run it as a Norwegian business
under the U.S. whaling license in order to dump the oil duty free in the United
States. Anders Jahre was the boss. He owned and operated several whaling factory
ships under the Norwegian flag.

1f this expedition had been run by Americans under the U.S. flag, they would
not have had access to the Norwegian whale gunners, the killer boats, nor the
factorybworkers on the Ulysses that processed the whales. The Norwegian Whaling
Union would not have allowed it. )

The Norwegians had learned a bitter lesson from their experience with the
Japanese years before. The Japs had hired Norwegian whale gunners and other Nor-
wegian whaling experts to run their business for several years. Then the Japs got
rid of them and ran their own expeditions which rivaled the Norwegians in the busi-
ness. ‘

There was an ill wind blowing this ship along. To confirm this statement, it
is suggested the news items be read in the files from the Norwegian newspaper,
"Peoples Newspaper, Skien, Norway, October 30, 1937." This reflects the fires on
board and the powder magazine explosion 5 October 1837.

There is no doubt if the water tight door of the magazine had been dogged
completely, the ship would have foundered. 1 examined the powder after the fire
when sixty cases were stacked on deck. It was apparent the powder was breaking
down because of the heat in the magazine. 1 told the master if he did not throw
the powder overboard, I was leaving the ship. The crew refused to work. After
two days the powder was jettisoned. The crew returned to work.

When my suspicions were confirmed that the legal operations of the ship were
questionable, I notified Headquarters via the code I had with me. All hell broke
loose in Washington. Congress, the State Department, and Customs became involved
along with Congressman Bland of Virginia. He was interested in the cotton seed
and fish oil interests. Some of the whale o0il-being transported from the Ulysses
to the United States via tankers was not allowed to enter until a bond covering:
the value of the cargo was posted by the‘Corporation.

Lt. Comdr. Merlin Oneill (later Coﬁﬁandant) had a purview of the situation
at Coast Guard Headquarters, Washington. )
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I suggest the file of coded and decoded messages at the Academy be perused
to understand the background of what happened.

The State Department and the Federal Court in Norfolk, Virginia, were involved
eventually with the legal aspects. Illegal whales had been killed and navigation
laws of the U.S. had been broken.

‘Régardless of what happened, the Corporation made a two million dollar net
profit on their investment in 1937-38.

When I was assigned to this duty, Lt. Comdr. Oneill, who was number two man
in Operations at Headquarters under Commander Derby, directed that I not only
enforce the whaling laws but 1 was to make a detailed report to reflect all aspects
of pelagic whaling. Oneill stated the Coast Guard and the government did not know

"anything about such operations. They had to be indoctrinated.

The Ulysses organization was unique. Hans Mikkelson was master of the ship.
However, another Norwegian, (Hanson) was manager of the factory part of the opera-
tion; processing the whales when they were hauled aboard. The whale gunners had
their own contract with the owners, which were drawn up according to the Norwegian
whaling laws. This arrangement allowed the gunners to kill thirty foot humpbacks
but the legal 0.S. limit for this species was thirty-five feet. It took a lot of
doing on my part to change this during the operations in Australia where the hump-
backs were the only whales available. After some heated discussions, the U.S. law
was observed.

Mikkelson, the factory manager, the whale gunners and the factory workers
were out to make money. Walsh was out to enforce the law. When the law conflicted
with their pocketbooks, the Norwegians favored their pocketbooks. Being the only
inspector aboard, 1 know they processed illegal whales and threw the meat overboard,
instead of boiling it down, when 1 was not present. When whales were available
the ship operated twenty-four hours per day.

The Australian inspector, aboard during the Shark Bay season, as required
by the Australian license, was a useless individual. 1In all frankness, he did
nothing. He was not aware of the Australian law, even though we were in Australian
waters from July 24 to October 8, 1937., _

I enjoyed what may be described as‘an "antagonistic friendly relationship"
with all hands. 1 would deal only with Mikkelson ih solving problems. There

were many occasions when we had some heated discussions, to put it mildly. He
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was told he was responsible to observe the United States whaling laws and would
have to answer for it when the ship returned to the United States. However,'I
realized he had to make money for the owners and, if he did not, he would be
replaced in damn short order.

He realized I was going to enforce the law. I think his attitude, on the
surface, was to cooperate with me when he had to, while planning to let the
owners and their lawyers take care of him when he returned to the United States
to faée the violations.

- Off the whaling grounds Mikkelson and I socially accepted each 6ther, but
guardedly.

There was a friendly rivalry between me and the ship's officers concerning
our navigational results involving the ship's nautical position. I took sun and
star sights daily. The ship's officers took only sun sights. They put more
faith in my positions after I plotted twelve miles ahead on making the Chagos
Archipelago for the landfall at Diego Garcia, which came at dawn.

(I am going to be immodest here with a little bragging. I was the only
officer who got a perfect mark on the navigation promotion exam about October
1939.)

Strange as it may seem, the Norwegian master gunner controlled the expedition
during the Antarctic season. He gave the orders for positioning the factory
ship, deployed the killer boats and determined how many whales should be taken
daily. This situation arose because he was considered the leader from his pre-
vious excellent performance on other expeditions.

In 1939 I was one of three delegates appointed by the State Department
to attend the International Whaling Conference 17-20 July 1939 in London, Ergland.
The other delegates were Lieutenant Commander Alfred C. Richmond, USCG (later
Commandant) and Herschell V. Johnson, Counselor, American Embassy, London, England.
(There is a complete file on this conference at the Coast Guard Academy.)

It was at this time I sowed the seeds that eventually led to the demise of
pelagic whaling under the United States flag. The Ulysses made two more trips
but she did not make "two seasons" onqgither of these voyages.

By "two seasons" is meant the Ulyéses would go to the Indian Ocean, then
proceed and outfit in a foreign port for the Antafctic without returning to a
United States port. Then she would come to the United States at the end of the
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Antarctic season. This arrangement saved money in travel time, simplified the
signing on of personhel for the expedition, all of whom were Norwegian. Also, it
prevented trouble with United States navigation laws and the Norwegian Whaling
Unions. 1In short, the company running the expedition could not make as large a
profit. A "one season" arrangement allowed the ship to go to either the Indian
Ocean or the Antarctic from the United States; then she had to return to the United
States. In other words, she could not go to the Indian Ocean and then to the
Antafctic as she did when I was aboard.

_-Financial profits was the governing factor, and not the preservation of the
whales.

There is no doubt the whales were becoming scarce. In 1937 to 1939 Norwegian,
German, British, Japanese and Russian expeditions were slaughtering them by the
thousands. each season in the Ross and Weddell Sea. Eventually, the expeditions
resorted to the use of airplanes and sonar to locate whales. If the Ulysses
was capable of producing more fresh water during 1937-38, we could have killed
another five hundred to a thousand whales. These were baleen whales. We only
took a few sperm whales to use as fenders while loading or unloading the killer
boats, etc. alongside.

I was aboard the Ulysses for ten months. We.cruised 29,950 miles and killed
3,665 whales. While in Shark Bay, I visited Carnarvon, Australia three times and
stayed ashore only one night.

While the ship was in Simons Town, South Africa for nine days, I visited Cape
Town for five days. The ship was in Walvis Bay, South West Africa, for two weeks.
I got ashore twice.

The Antarctic season ended 15 March 1937. The Ulysses factory workers were
transferred to other Norwegian factory ships in the area for the voyage to Norway,
accompanied by our killer boats which we had fueled and provisioned prior to their
departure.

The Ulysses had departed Cape Town December, 1, 1937, for the Weddell Sea
and left there 16 March 1938. We proceeded directly to New York and did not .see
land until we sighted Sandy Hook, Ney Jersey, on 11 April 1938f Thus, we were

132 days at sea and never saw land.

\
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This might be some kind of a record for a Coast Guard officer to be at
sea without making a landfall or entering a port for 132 days.

After only four months aboard the Ulysses off Australia, I learned that
my assignment to the expedition was to be classified as “special duty", not
A"sea‘dqty". I got word to Headquarters that if any of those gold bedecked
bastards did not think I was on sea duty, then I wanted those sons of bitches to
try and walk ashore. I learned later the letter was received with a great deal
of humor and hilarity. It was duplicated and circulated widely. I was told that
a copyjbf it got to the Academy where it was read by one of the instructors to his
cadet classes. |

Anyway, I got credit for sea duty. Headquarters assigned me to the Academy
‘on temporary duty for three weeks to write my report. Fort Trumbull base was
to furnish a chief yoeman for dictation, typing and duplication. They called
every day to find out when they were going to get'their man back.

There were at least five copies of the report sent to Headquarters. The
two volumes now at the Academy were for my personal file and the only ones avail=
able to my knowledge.

I look back on this assignment with a great deal of satisfaction and a feel-
ing of accomplishment. '

In the long haul, I was instrumental in stopping pelagic whaling under the
U.S. flag. Eventually this helped to save some of the baleen whales from extinc-
tion. Pelagic whaling stopped when it was no longer comercially profitable.



ULYSSES EXI'EDITION
29,000 Mile Voyage; 3,005 whales Killed

April 1937 to April 1938

"On Special Assignment from Coast Cuard Headguarters to Enforce
Whaling ‘I'real ACt.

May 1, 1937 -—- Departed N.Y. on Swedish Liner, "Gripsholm"

May 11, 1937 -- Arcived Gotherburg, Sweden

May 26, 1937 -- Boarded Ulysses in shipyavrd dry dock

June 1!, 1937 - Departed Gorhepburg

June 12, 1937 - Arrived Sandefjord, Norway
“June 13, 1937 - Departed Sandefjord

June 15, 1937 - Arrived Southampton, England

June 16, 1937 - Departed Southampton

June 17, 1937 - Big fire in =zhip's [ircroom

June 20, 1937 - pPassed CGibralter

June 26, 1937 - Anrrived Port Said, Fgypt

June 26, 1937 - Transitted Suez Canal

June 30, 1937 - In Red Sea; sand storm; 98¢ F., midnight

July 2, 1937 -- Off Yemen; taking fuel oill from tanker

July 4, 1937 -- Gulf of Aden, burried crewmnan at sea

July 6, 1937 -- Rounded Socotra; entered lndian Ocean

July 8, 1937 -- Another fire; cut plate out of starboard side due to heat

boelow decks

July 10, 1937 - Crossed Equater - 66° J1' East

July 12, 1937 - Arrived - departed Diego Garcia; Chagos Archepelago
July 22, 1937 - Killed ten of thirty pigs aboard

July 24, 1937 - Arrived West Coast of Australia

Oct. 5, 1937 -- Catastrophic Fire aboard Ulysses - Powder nagazlne blew-up
Ooct. 9, 1937 -- Dupdrted Australia

Oct. 31, 1937 - Arrived Simons Town, South Africa

Nov. 2, 1937 -- Visited Cape Town, Sourh Africa

Nov. 10, 1937 - Departed Simons Town, South Africa -

Nov. 13, 1937 - Arrived Walvis Bay, Southwest Africa

Nov. 27, 1937 - Departed Walvis Bay

Nov., 30, 1937 - Arrived Cape Town, South Africa - fuel

Dec. 1, 1937 -- Departed Cape Town for Antarctica

Dec. 5, 1937 —- In the "kvaring Forties" - rough

Dec. 8, 1937 -- Pack Ice and Icebergs (huge)

Dec. 9, 1937 -- Commenced killing whales, Weddell Sea, Antarctica
March 15, 1938- Terminated whale operations

March 18, 1938- Departed Weddel]l Sea for New York

April 11, 1938- Arrived Now York .



CARNARVON, AUSTRALIA

THE "'NORTHERN TIMES

ROUND

A BREAK FROM WHALES.

To most people who live in the
Nor'-West, sheep stations are just com-
mon-place things, of course, and are
uot looked upon us belng pluces where’
one can find much novelty—though,
strange as it may seem, there are
quite a number of “townites” who,
though claiming familiarity with sta-
tions, sheep, and all pertaining thereto,
would probably find that life, work,
and scenes out in “the scrub” lold
nuch tbhat in really quite unknown
to them. But to the gentlemen who
live, move und have. their being in
the atmosplhere of whale oll on the
ficet now ut work off ovur shores, the
chueuce of a visit to a station was
welcomed us an enjoyable break from
thelr everyday buslness of counverting
whales into s0 many barrels of oll, and
nlko us an opportunity to sece what to
them was something guite nulgue. The

: gpportunity came last SBaturduy, when

a vislt to DBoolathann statlon was nr-
ranged, and a party of the officers
from the flcet were taken out by Mr.

ABOUT

BY “"AUDANTA™ — ’ )

words: “Huving left approximately 14
souare lucwrs of my skin oa  Major
Chene'y s sadddle, | puess ! s now’
Just ubout G0 per ccut Anzac” The
young American officer was also not a
Uttle Interested in (he Booluthane
goldfish pond. Seelng the goldfish
happily swimming about he cast a
suspicious look In the direction of his
companions from the ficet. Then he
culled to Major Chenery: “If you've
got any humpbacks In that pond I
guesr you'd better lock them up hefore
Captain Mikklesen wseex thewm.” Of
course to get the full slgnifiance of
this sally, you wust kpow that. hump-
backs are whales, of the specles thntl
nre providing the whaling fleet's har-,
poon gunners with so much practice out
froln here.
* . * [ ]

DANCERS WANT MORE ROOM,

21 August 1937

Shalleross, of Elder Smith and Co., and Visited Boolathana Sheep Station

20y

e L 3 4 ;
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Major Cheuery. Omne of the party,
Lieut. Walsh, who balls from “The
States,” was particulardy Intercwted In
this sheep *ranch,” aud, po doubt be-
ing Insplred by the deeds of durlng of
bhis compatriots who made so nuch
bistory, and gave novellsts so much
material for blood-and-thunder ad-
venture stovles of the “wlld west,”
dedded to see something of the stu-
tlon from the naddle. The result was,
accordlng to his companjons, that he
afterwards found it difficult to  re-
guin his sea legs—and plso, for a while
to take his weals from the usuval posl-
tion on a chalr. It Is strange that sea-
fariug men so often seem to flud sowg,
great attraction In horse-ridlug: and
they generally find, like e
lientenant, thnt the after effects lenve
much to be desired.  Hewever,  the
broncho-busting Texas Runger, us he
has Leen  alluded  to slinee his
equestrlan efforts, majutulns that he
greatly enjoyed his expedition, and
now claime n bond of relaticuship with

CblssAnccrallan friends—for, (n his own

A

outside Carnarvon Australia.
Major Chenery was my host.
Holds Victorggy Cross - WWI.

Boolathana Station has

350,000 acres and sixty thousand

sheep.
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(rrarslation o news Itew rrom the Norweglan Paper "“reoples Newspgper"
(kien, Norway. Oct 30th 1Y%7. Regarding Gunpowder Lxplosion-ULYSSES

lHeadline: " \CCIDENTS CONTINUL ‘1O BESET WHAKER ULYS3ES.
Sub-Head: "There has been explosion in Gunpowdsr room but through miracl
no one injured, .

ITEM: The Whaeler Ulysses which has ebourd a great number of men from
Skien and Porsgrunn seems contimually to be in bad luck. Troubles began
in Gothenburg when the vessel nearly capsized, and ever sinoe there has
been a little more here and there. In previous letters from members of
the Expedition we haye léarned of deaths and sickness, There has not .
been less than three fires aboard and now, on Ootober 5th, we learn of’
a powder explosion in the gunpowder megazine., It 1s only a miracle thak
‘110 one lost theilr lives or that the vessel was not blown into the alir.
''he "Vestrold rbeiderblad" has hed permission to copy excerpss from
letters recelived frow some of the crew aboard. we copy verbatim.

THREE CASES GUNPOWDER BLOW UP "I must say I'm a lucky slob to be able

to write you., We have been near death, all of us. On the night of the
5th ins?v. the fire wularwus rang for the fourth time, Can you imagine whet
was burning this tims? No? Just the powder maegazine...three cgases amonga
160 others, So you soe, It's a wiracle we are alive.u

"You understaend we have the powder magazine at a plave where 00 degreea
centigrade exlsts beweail, 1hree caeses went up as sald, but luockily the -
iron door blew out allowlng ailr into the chamber 1mmed1ately, whioh .
saved us. A full fire raged but three men were able to stend in the dame
aged doorway with hoses und you ocan bet it was no pleasant Job, They were
heroes, Think of sprinkling water on a 160 cases of gunpowder in &
flaming chember, about five tons of it. We thought everything was quits.

"all this comss of carelessgness. Some seven weeks ago we had a fire in
the cookery beneath ths magazine and we asked for a change but were ansg-
wered that 1t was not dasgerous. But the temperature has besn over 40
degrees centigrade the wlole tilws 1n spite of the faot that the powder
factory warns that the powdsr must not be kept in tewperatures of over -
40 degrees (cent) rTor protractsd periods." The letter ocloses with the
statewsnt that other plans for keeping the powder will be mude at Cepetwn

In another letter we learn the following: This fire we will never forget.
Just lmagine a room the glze of a bedroom loaded to the top with gun-
powder.,,and nearest the door, three cases explods, Flemes leaped o the
mast tops, the fire lusting %0 minutes., Can anyone explain why the ra- .
mainder failed to blow up? The door, a thick iron affalr was blown 15'
me tera, smashing againgt the ralls. We stood by the lifeboats, but sgoug
could not be lifted. e wers like a louse batween two thumbnails. In the:
sea wore swarms of 20 foot sharks....s0 the outlook was good. )

The letter continues with expresglon regarding the temparature of the
magazine and quotes warnings Toom the manufgoturers regarding the 40
degree mark. At the olose the writer ~emarks that the only solution for
stoxing Powdsr aboard 1s imxiowxxxzaxiorsiramimocstiod kocaxsioockraiock i

Yo 1s0late the chwibsiy frow ihe Lot cookery and Line the bulheads with

Six inches or cork. 'he chamber which exploded 1s now demdlished and
e 5000 Kg of powder involved in the blaze has bsen Oast to sea,

.8tock
~The Paper adds: The -msn abourd have taken mamsuras of the situation and

wl 1) inadiat t+thHat Medamn a3 N R . e



