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Dear Mr. Hartman and Ms. Urbanek:

This letter concludes reinitiation of formal consultation for the Programmatic Idaho
Transportation Department Statewide Federal Aid, State, and Maintenance Actions
(Programmatic). In separate email letters respectively dated August 15 and November 6,
2019, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Army Corps of Engineers
(Corps) requested reinitiation of consultation on behalf of the Idaho Transportation
Department (ITD; collectively the Agencies) and included a request to extend the
Programmatic to May 17, 2022 to align U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) and
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) programmatic renewal deadlines.

The Service’s Biological and Conference Opinions (Opinion) (14420-2010-F-0287) for the
Programmatic were issued on July 13, 2010, for a five year term extending through July 13,
2015. A reinitiation and addendum to the Programmatic was issued on November 20, 2015,
and included an extension to October 1, 2020; extended eligibility for use of the
Programmatic on ITD project statewide; and modified project actions and analysis of effects
to species and critical habitat.

The Agencies report that since the original Programmatic was issued in 2010, it has been
utilized on 78 projects, resulting in expedited project schedules and greatly reduced federal
and state agency resource staff time. During the nine years of implementing the
Programmatic, there have been no reported effects to listed species or critical habitat that
were not previously addressed in the 2010 Opinion.

Since reinitiation of the consultation on July 13, 2015, and October 1, 2019, the
Programmatic was approved by ITD for use on 48 transportation projects, 29 of which were
completed as of November 6, 2019. The majority of actions undertaken resulted in

INTERIOR REGION 9 « COLUMBIA-PACIFIC NORTHWEST
IDAHO, MONTANA?®, OREGON*, WASHINGTON

*PARTIAL




Peter J. Hartman Kelly Urbanek 14420-2010-F-0287-R034
Federal Highway Administration U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

insignificant effects (Not Likely to Adversely Affect NLAA] determinations), and in the 5
projects where actions were assumed to be adverse, post-project monitoring reports did not
identify any effects outside of those expected via the original Opinion. With this letter, the
Service authorizes extending the Opinions until May 17, 2022.

To ensure a clearer understanding of projects authorized via the Programmatic versus those
actually executed (notably given the limitation on the number of bank stabilization projects
approved for implementation within a given year), the Service stresses the need for timely
submittal of post-project checklists. In addition, we recommend a running tally of
Programmatic actions (authorized and implemented) be discussed annually to ensure closer
coordination among the involved agencies.

Further consultation pursuant to section 7(a)(2) of the Act is not required. Reinitiation of
consultation on this action may be necessary if: (1) new information reveals effects of the action
that may affect listed species or designated critical habitat (if applicable) in a manner or to an
extent not considered in the assessment; (2) the action is subsequently modified in a manner that
causes an effect to listed species or critical habitat (if applicable) that was not considered in the
analysis; or (3) a new species is listed or critical habitat designated that may be affected by the
proposed action.

Please retain this letter in the project file. Our Opinion and this letter constitute the entire

record for this reinitiation. Please contact Kathleen Hendricks at 208-378-5742 if you have
any questions regarding this letter.

Sincerely,

- T

/90( istopher Swanson
Acting State Supervisor

cc: FHWA (Inghram)
ACOE (Mitchell)
ITD (Terlizzi)





