No: 182[a] 27 Jan. 43

[66 groups unrecoversd]
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e
up 0 11,000 men. Towards the end of December American recomnaissance[RASYEDEA]
cbasrved at RABAUL 20 destroyers|MINONOSETs] and [1 group garbled] trenspapts.
On 2nd Jamary 1943 there were in the same place 18 warships, 53 tr -
6 flying boats. On 5th Jemuary 1943 87 veasals ware there. The allied
foroes bombed these oonoentrations, sinking up to January 1943 about 50,
and during Jamuary about 27 vessels were sunk or damaged. However, these §
operations were not as declsive as they should have been and the enemy ek -
liquidated. It is becoming plain that the U.S. Navy, being well equipped Ter.
[3% air -] and [Gf ship-borne radic)] reconnaissance, is aveiding oontsot Wth the
ey, in view of its experience in previous engagements and its heavy '
due to enemy alr aotion. hmﬂlhmmﬂdlnmﬂmlum
poasibility of basing Flying Fortressss on m..[l

[23 groups wmreoovered)

Fote: [a] Re—sent as no. 222 of 1 Pebrpary 1943.

Comment: [i] GUADA... : Frobably GUADALGANAL.




