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BOMB DAMAGE AND DEFENCES IN SOUTH-WEST LONDON
(1940)

Frem: LONDON
Te: NOSCOW
Bou H " Mt Aug. LO

To NIRECTOR.

1e I bave losked round the MEETON area (in south-west LONDON). Bombs
ave fallem in the working—class quarter, demelishing as many as 10 streets.
MORDEN HALT Btation and one fastory bave been demelished. MNere than &0
pecpls bave been klllsd. The bembs munged from five to 50 kg, It turned out
that the ares bad few techmical rescurves. Oos bomb dropped e= [BE 16th]
Angust H4 net axplode mmtil 15th Augast. The bulk of the bombs fell 100-500
artres nerth-vest of o large group of Ffsotories without sausing any damage to
the latter. The mid bad poor results because the run~-in to the target was
imgorreot. The BAUSAGE-DEALERS (XOLBASNTEI][1] bembed from south to morth:
the strip of fastories rms for seme than thres Hlesetres frem sast to weat
and is 500 patres wide. The Caplain of a Maltis Ftates steanskip by the wmy,
alse reports that the SAUSICE-DREALERS bembed soross their ecmwey. An amalysis
af whare the bombs fall in CROTDON confirms that some of them are late in
drepping their bombs. Over 100 peopls wers killed in CROYDON becauss the
population reseived no warming, The raid was apparently a surprise to the
mllitary authorities.

2. I also saw sigas of bombing at eme factoery in SURKITEN (south-west
of LONDON) and of dwellisgs in STAINES. At a large serodroms oo the westarn
outakirts of ANDOVER one bangar bas besn demolished and one bangar pleroesd by
an umnexplodsd bomb. There were up to 30 BLENAKIN bombers and up %o A0
fighters on the aerodroms.

3. A new group of barrage balloons bas been established in the ares
between STATNES and UINRIDGE, apparently inm order to provide additional
protection to LONDON from the west. Altogethar there are X of them.

No. 2% BARCH [14)

(eomt. overleaf
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3/ProT/T6
Comments 1 f/fi]

t the Germans.

[14] muRCh: Possibly Simem Davidovieh IRENER K whose officis’

- pest was Bearvitary to the Soviet Nilitary dttaché in LOMDON,
HEe was appuinoted iz 1957 and is thought %0 bawe laf't some-
tise in 1566. The covernase BAECHh coours as a LONDON
sddresses and gignatory between Jrd Mareh 1540 and 40tk
Ostober 1940, after whish it is superseded by the covernase
ERION,
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