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BmmT REFt.:SC'l'IONS OF NORTH KOREAN CAP!'URE OF USS PUEBLO 
\ 

DITIAL SIGINT INDICATIONS OF ANY HOOTILE !NTKNT 1'QIARD THE USS PUEBLO 

CX:clmED OJI NORTH .KOREAN NAVY (NlCN) SHIP TO SHIP AND SHIP TO SHORE COMWNICATIONS 

DORING TBE PJmIOJ) 231r131S-5:J323Z WHICH INDICATED '!'RAT A ID SUBMARINE CHASER (34) 

AND A Nim TQRPE])O BOAT (ll) WERE APPRQ\CHING A "3fJfJ-TON .AMERICAN Vl!SSEL NAMED 

EAR-1 (PROaABLE CORRUPTION OF GER-II) WHICH IS USED FOR RADAR OPERATIONS AND 

W'BICB IS NO? ARMED''. AT 23fl335Z CCHruNICATIONS BB'l'WEEN KUICCH!BOO RADAR 
a 

STATION (38-42N 128-17E) AND AN UNIDENTIFIED PATBOL CRAFT STATED THAT NXN 

IUBMA.RINE CHASER 34 HAD C.AP!'URED THE U .B. 'VmSEL AND IT WAS BEII«l ESCORTED 

BACK TCWARD WO'NSAN. AT 23fJ41!15Z SUBMARINE CHASER 34 RB.PORTED TO KUICCHIBONG 

RADAR STATION THAT SHE WAS GOllV TO USE A SMALL BOAT AID 00 ABOARD THE 

.AMSRICAN ViSSEL, "SILENCE THB VBSSEL'S COMMUNICATIONS", AND TQl TB'.E U.S. 

VESIL INTO WO 'NSAN B'.ARBCR. 

DORIOO THI PERIOD 23s4ra6-ia61s TBE NORm KOREAN AIR FORCE (NKAF) AND 

AIR DEb'ENSE C<M-roNlCATIOHS INDICATED THAT AT LEAST EIGJrr NKAF 2ND DIVISION 

MIG-17'8 WERE CONDOOTir«J DEFENSIVE PATROLS OVER THE AREA WHERE THE UBS 

POEBLO WAS CAPTURED. BE'l.WEEN 23S422Z AND S45SZ NICN SUBMARINE CHASER 34 

INSTRUCTED ALL NICN TORPEDO BOA.TS TO GET AWAY FR<N THE AREA BJOOAUSE NICN 

SUBMARINE CHASER NR 35 WAS GOING TO FIBE <If THE U.S. VESEL; HalEVER, THE NlCN 

BU.BMABINE CHASER 35 SUBSEQUBNTLY REPORTED THAT IT HAD HALTED Tlm U>CAPB OF THE 

tT .s. VliBSEL BY FIRDG WAIUfilll SHOTS. AT J45fZ ND SUBMARINE CHASER 35 PASSED 

A PCSIT!ON REPORT OF 39-26N 128-S2E (APPROXlMA'l'EU 23 1'M FRCM THE NEAREST 

WD MASS IN NORTH KOREA} • SHORTLY AFTER SUBMARINE CBASWR 35 REPORTED TO 

lllKClllBOOO mAT SHE HAD HALTED 'DIR me.APE OF THE u.s. Vl!SSEL, KUKCHIBO?G 

IETROCTED NlCN PATROL BOlT 11 TO PREPARE FOR AIR CCMBAT. AT 23f 45SZ, lilCN 

Ca4MUNIC.ATIONS DISCLOOED THAT NICN TORPEDO BOATS 'WERE OBDERED TO DETERMINE 

W'.BETHER THE U.S. PlmSONNEL WERE TRROJING ANYTHOO INTO 'DIE WA~. LATER AT 

~s518Z NKN SUBMA.Rfii cfRASEB 3~"fb.mr::t~-o.s~'~OIDmi- THR<MIOO 
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ARTICI.!5 OVERBOARD AND DmTROfING ARTICW3 WITB FIRE. 

AT ~54~ TSE FlaST mm TRACKING ME28.AGB WAS PASSED ON THE ms FUEBLO 

PLACIDG HER AT 39 .. 1_8N 128-15): WHEN '!'BK mCN SUBMARINE CHASER ADD 'mB PATROL 

CRAFT WBRE AT 39-21N 128-llE. THE 'JU.CKS ON BOl'H VESSELS MEroED AT AN 
9 

APPROXIMATE POOITION OF 39-lBN 12700 59B AT 9J61SZ. .ALL Nim RADAR TRACKIOO 

HEPORTS CEASED AT S8fJSZ WITH THE VESSELS LOOATED AT 39-15N 127-3B. 

"AT 23rrf555Z NKN SUBMARINE CHASER 35 INSTRUCTED 'lWO .NKN TORPEDO BOA.TS 

TO REPORT THE SUBORDINATION OF THE CAPTURED VFSSEL AND TO CONFIRM REPORTS 

'mAT THE VESSEL WAS UNARMED. CQtlMUNICATIONS FRCN ONE OF 'l!HE NOR'm KORF.Alf 

TORPEDO BOa\TS STATED THAT THERE WERE 64 PEBSONS ABOARD AND THAT SHE WAS 

CONFISCATING "HIGH PERFORMANCE" AND "SNIPING" WEAPONS, TllE AC'l'UAL NUMBER OF 

WHICH WOULD BE REPORTED LATER. 

m:'1WEN 23~629z AND ll3fZ NlCN SUBMARINE CHASER 35,, PATROL B~T ll,, 

TORPEDO BMT 6S4, AND PATROL BOATS l2, l3, AND POOS 21 WKRE Nor.ED ACTIVE OFF 

TBE :DB CMST OF WO' NSAN. 

AT 23117l6Z NlW' CClwM3 REF~TED AT LEAST FOUR ATB LI-2 TRANSPORT 

AIRCRAFT FLYING FRCI« T'Al!X;H'O'N AIRFIELD TO WO'NSAlf AIRFIELD. AT 23133?L 

SIGINT RSVEALED THE DEPARTURE OF AT LEAST ONE ATB PROBABLE LI-2 FROM WO'NSAN 

PBOBABLY ENROOTE TO P'Y0'NGYAm'6 MIRIM-NI AIRFIELD. SIGINT DID NO!' DISCLOOE 

A I>IRIOC:T .RELATIONSHIP OF THIS FLIGHT TO '!'BE CAPTURE OF TBK USS PUEBLO. 

':mE PC6IT!O?f STATUS REPORTS PASSED BY mCN SUBMARINE CHASER 35 AND 'J!BE 
PB 

N1CN TORBIDO Ba.\'JB INVOLVED IN 'l!Bi INCIDENT ARE AS FOLLCRS : 

SUBMARINE CBABER 35 

39-f/Jllf l28-UE 

39-UN 127-54E 

39-15N 228-llJSE 

39-25N 127-561 

DISTANCE FRCM ?w.ARE5T NlC LMD MASS 

12.5 NM 

8 NM 

18.5 .NM 

Si.i;t;.Kf:: .i: • r<u • -.'" ~- ~ 
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TORPEDO BOATS 

39 .. 2m1' l27-4J.B 

39 ... 2J.N 127-53'1 

39-191' 127-571!: 

39-231" l27-5SE 

23 NM (POOITION IMMEDIATELY 
.Al"l'ER Fmml) 

6 NM 

15 RM 

18 nM 

l3NM 

BASKI> ON THE TIM& CORRELATIOM> OF T1IE POOI'l'IONS REPORTS sm PASSED 

BI :MD VESELS, C<MtUN!CA'!IONS BE'lWEEN TBE .NICff SHIPS AND SADAR S'l!ATIONB, AND 

FINAL TRANSMISSIONS FRCl4 THE USS PUEBLO ITSELF / THE US VESSEL WAS ATD.CKBD 

AllD BOi\RDED S<Ml!: 81. 23 NM FR<Jt TB NORTH !:ORE.AN COAST. 
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