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: rM~~ r NClJSNAVEUR 

:o SECNAV' 
:NO 

;oR SECNAV AND CNo.·rROM MCCA lN 
~l3E~TY CHRONOLOGN ~1GHT JUNE CU> 

~..__ : i - - ' , • i'. ~ 

~- 1·,. APPROA.CHI.NiG\~LANcft1F'RQM: THE WEST DURING THE· 
·:: EARL V MORN I NG' HOURS;~OF1 8 JUNE, PROJECTED 
.:; 0 PER A T I 0 NS 0 F' i L 1I BERTY t' 0 R THE M 0 R N I NG AND 
~ AFTE~NOON or THE DAY WAS. TO PROCEED TO A POINT 

fl-,;,--~ I I. , 

~, 

f ' 

\ 

13 NAUTICAL MILES F'ROM THE COAST or UAR AT 
~· ~1-27~2N 34•00E (POINT ALPHA> THENCE TO 31•22.JN 
~ 33-~iE (POINT BRAVO) THENCE TO 31•31N 33-00E~ 

/ / 
·~ CPOI~T CMARLIE> RETRAC1NG TH!S TRACK UNTIL NE~ 

ORDE~S RECE1VED. SHIP WOULD OPERATE NORTH or 
nns TRACK AT. ALLi TlMES. ff F'IXES COULD NOT E3E 
A CCU 11 A TE L)Y 0 B TA l NE 0 A S . PO I NT 'CH AR L I E WAS 
APPROACHED IT~WAS INTENDED TO· HEAD DUE NORT~ 
JNTl ,_1 THE· 100' F''A THOM CURVE WAS CROSSED AND THE 
TRAC~ MOVED: TO· TME.-NORTl'.t ·ro MORE OR 1..ESS MOVE 
~A CK• A ND F' ORTH> ON ,THE GENERAL A VERAG.E; OF' lHE 
100 ~"THOM, CURVE. 'NORMAL: STEAMlNG SPEED WAS 
TO BEJ F'il VE KNOJS •. N,ORMAL.· STEAM 1 NG· COLORS WERE 
FLOWN! AND 1 .NORMAL NAV:IGAT? ONAL· LI GHiS LIGHTED AT 
~IGHT, THERE~~A~ Nti~JNTENTION;TQ STEAM AT DARKEN 
SHIP AT ANY TlME~ ANti~THE SHIP ·010 NOT EVEN 
~XE RC l SE Ar riA R KEN· S loll P DR I Ll D Li R I N c; 1 HE DE PL O Y .~H: NT ~ 

2. ALL TIMEs··BRAVOUNLESS OTMERiHSE IND!CA-:"E:J: 
0754· STEAMING ON 130T, SPD :i..r1 ·i<··:~''fS 

0849 
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0905 
1056 
1126· 

1132 
1310 
1348 
1351• 

1353 

1358 

1403 
1405 

1405 

1405• 
1410 

<TIME 
GARBLED> 

142S 

CONTROL NO. 

M A I NL A ND ~ . L 0 C A TI NG T W 0 'r R\M" S M IT ~ E D 
<L1BERTY 0807422 J~N>, 
DECREASED SPO ro 5 KNOTS 
ANOTHER AIC CIRCLED SHIF ·~ HIG~ 

ANOTHER A/C CIRCLED SHIP LOCATING THREE ORAF'TED 
F'OR TRANSMISSION AT 081022Z <BUT MAY NOT MAVE 
BEEN' TRANSMIT TSO> 
PASSED THROUGH POINT BRAVO C/C TO 283T / 
EXERCISED AT GiQQ DRILL · :.,::11 ~ 
SEC UR ~ D F' R 0 M G R , , : lit ,- . ".JIC,r ~ . 

c ,Q. DILL ·-·.i;· ;tJy"'1._,,,, ,,...,,.,..,., · 
TMREE SMALL SURF' ACE CONTACTS HE~D ON lYilfJt1,.,_' :: ," ,, ... .,..,,. .• .,~ 
RADAR 3211000 YARDS BEARtNG 082T .. REPORTED r;:(" . ;.,·, .. _ r:rr 
TO· BRIDGE AS TMREE SURF' ACE CONTACTS ~ .!'()(~ 1":J ~,,, 
R A 0 AR REP 0 R T S ? OS S l llH,. E A IC PASS I NG 0 VER • 'I. lQ 
SURF'J\CE CONTACTS 
SINGLE A/C' SJGHTED APPROACHING SHIP fROM 
135 DEG RELATIVE 5~6 MILES OISTANCEj 
ALrtTUOE APPROXIMATELY 7000 fTi AIC 1 

PASSED DOWN TRACK OF' SHIP 
LOUD EXPLOSION·~ PORT Sl~E AMIDSHIPS 
SOUNDED QENERALi ALARM ~ 1.ARGE F' I RE IN 
VICINITY OF'r FRAME 85. 01 LEVEL WHER~ 

F"UEL.l F'OR MOTOR ORIV&~ f IRE PUMPS ARE 
LOCATED. 
ALL' AHEAD F'LANK SIGNALLSD BY ENGINE ORDER 
TELEGRAPH 
SHIP UNDER REPEATED AIR ATTACK WITM, TWO 
OR MORE A/C MAKING COORDINATED STRAFING11 
ROCKETP ANO INCENDIARY RUNS OVER S~IP. 

TMREE 1 MAJOR· ll'"IRES TOPSIDE cove;.;-" \:CJ LARGE 
AREAS or SHIP, WITH FLAMES AND ... fAVY 
SMOKE A TGTAL: or EIGHT MEN WERE KILLED 
OR DtED AS A RESULT or INJURIES RECEIVED 
DURING THE AIR ATTACK. ONE KILLED ANO 
ONE MORTlLL.Y WOUNDED ON BRIDGE, TWO. 
KILLED AT"MACHlNE GUN 51, ONE KILLED AT 
MACMlNE GUN 52~ ONE DIED FROM WOUNDS 
RECl~VED ON THE MAIN DECK STARBOARD SIDE, 
AND TWO DJ ED or. WOUNDS RECEIVED ON THE 
01 LEVEL· PORT SIDE~ APPROXIMATELY 
SEVENTY V~~E WOUNDED, INCLUDING 
COMMAND I NG Oi;"F"f CER 11 THROUGHOUT TOPS I DE 
AREAS ~ROM SHRAPNEL AND ~HOCK or . 
EXPL.ODI NG- ROCKETS. 
BEGAN M4KJNG TURNS roR 1~ KNOTS 

TMREE MTB'S SIGHTED ABArT STARBOA~D 

BE AM· 0 l ST A'N CE 4 - 5 M I LES 
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- NAV Al MESSAGE 

1426 NOTICED NORMAL STEAMING ~NSIGN SHOT 
AWAV DURING AIR ATT4CK. HO~!DAY SIZE 
ENSIGN HOISTED ~N ?ORT VARDAR~ 

1428 MTB SIGNALLlNG BY VLASHING LIG~T F'ROM 
STBD QUARTER. L1GMT OBSCURED 9v DENSE 
SMOKE FROM BURN1NG MOTOR WHALE~OAT, 

1430 ONE ROUND FlREO BY MACHINE GUN 51, 
COMMANDING orFICER ORDERED HOLD F"IRE. 

1431 MACMINE GUN 53 OPENED f !RE. COMMANDING 
OF'FlCER SENT ENS LUCAS AROUND PORT SIDE 
OF': BRIDGE; TO GET MACHINE GUN 53 TO CEASE 
F" l RI NG o 

1431 WORD PASSED TO STANDBY tOR TORPEDO 
ATTACK TO STARBOARD, MTB CO~MENCEO 

STRAFING STARBOARD SIDE· O~ SHIP~ 
1434 TORPEDO P~SSED 75 YARDS ASTERN or SHIP, 
1435· TOR~EDO HlT STARBOARD SIDE AMIDSHIPS, 

T~ENTY S1X MEN DIEO AS A RESULT' OF THE 
TORPEDO HJT' ANO MTB ·STRAF"ING F1RE, 

1435 LOST' Et.ECll'R I CAL., POW'ER THROUGHOUT THE 
SH I I'. 

1436 LOST STEAM PRESSURE • SECURED ENGINES AND 
BO I 1.ERS, MANV ,Zgj.JAG6§._!ND Mt:TERS t N 
I.tRBROOM AND ~Nl!~f ~~ ~j~j ~NOC(£P 
~,), TORPEDO HIT IN RESEARCH COOR~INATION 
CENTER WHERE APPROXlMATiL.Y TWENTY HEN 
WER&' AT G~ Q:, STATIONS• THESE SPAC&S 
r1.oooeo INSTANTLY AND MOST PERSONNEL 
JN fHIS SPACE: D!ED OF EITHER BL.AS~ OR 
DROWNING~ NO SlGNS OF Ltre EMl~ATING 
FROM COORDINATION CENTER AND ADJACENT 
SPACEa WHaCM COULD .NOT BE OPENED WITHOUT 
DANGER or1 rt.OODlNG OTHER SPACESo ' 

1440 MTB'S STANDING AWAY FROM THE SHIP~ ONE 
MTB HAS HULL NUMBER 206•17. 

1503 ONE HTB RETURNED TOLSHIP AND SIGNALLED 
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TO SECNAV 
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• 

"00 YOU NEED MELPµ IN ENGLISH, COMMANDING 
OF'FlCER SlGNALLED 0 NEGATIVEg" 

1505' MTB' S RE Tl RED TOWARD SHORE,-
150 7" . MEL ICOPTEP BEAR I NG STAR OF DAV ID 

MARK I NGS· APPROACHED SH IP, PORT SI DE, 
HOVERING AT' ABOUT 500 YDS DISTANCEe 

1508 S~COND MELicoPTER APPROACHED SMIP, 
MARKINGS ON HELICOPTERS ARE 04 AND 08 
OR' 04 ANO: 08 e HELICOPTER MADE REPEATED 
PASSES AROUND AND OVER SM!Po THE WERE 
NOt OBSERWED TO PICK UP ANY BODIES, ~ERSONS 

OR DEBR rs. 
1519 POWSR RESTORED TO BRIDGE BUT ~UDDER DfD 

NOT. ANSWER •·CONTINUED STEERING FROM 
AF'TeR STEERING, 

1536· MTB•S APPROACHING SMIP STARBOARD SlDE 7·8 
MILES DISTlNT, DURING NEXT HOUR AND A 
QU~R'TER THE' MTB 9 S RtsTURNED TO TME SH IP 
SEVSRAL flMES. AND BY 1713 TMEY HAD RETIRED 
OUT OF'' SIGHT OVER TMcE HORIZONe 

1615' TWO .UN'I DENT 1'':160 JET A/C APPROA.CHED SM·l P 
FROMi THe; STBO: 510 AND RECONNOITERED 
FROK A DISTANCE~ 

1620 ATTEMPTING TO· CLEAR. AREA STEERING 
NORTMERL~ COURSE AT SPEEDS VARYJNG F'RQM 
0 TO· 8 KNOTS e PERSONNEL CASUAl.1' \ES WERE 
TREATED IN THE WARDROOM ON A COMTINUING 
BASIS, DAMAGE CONTROL AND f IRE F~GMTING 
CONTROLLED n.ooo I NG AND DAMAGE·i :S~.G I NEER I NG 
CASUAL~lES WERE RESTORED BUT STE~~lNG WAS 
BY ~~ND rROM AF~ER STEERING, 

1845 ISRAEL! Hl:H,ICOPTER APPROACHED SHir • 
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N!\ v AL MESSAGE NAVY DEPARTMENT 
_)==================================================================== CIRCLED CLOSE ABOARD AND ATTEMPTED TO 

SIGNAL,• TMEY AP~EARErJ TO DESIRE TO LOWER 
SOMEONE TO THE DECK • COM~ANOING OFFICER 
CONSlOERED RECEIVING HIM ON PORECASTLE 
BUT RULED iHJS OUT AS TOO HAZARDOUS, 
REPEATED ATTEMPTS TO COMMUNICATE WERE 
UNSUCCESSFUL, AND AT 1852 COPTER DROPPED 
A MESSAGE PACKET ON FORECASTLE, THE 
MESSAGE, WR{TTEN ON A CALLING CARD OP 
THE U,S, NAVAL ATTACME TEL AVIV, ASKED 
"HAVE YOU CASUALTIES." SHIP TRIED BY 
SEVERAL MEANS TO INDICATE, DURING NEXT 
TEN MINUTES THAT THERE WERE MANY 
CASUALTIES BUT THERE WAS NO INDICATION 
TMAT. THE MESSAGE WAS UNDERSTOOD, 
THE MUTILATED BODIES OF THREE DEAD 
CREW MEMBERS HAD NOT YET BEEN REMOVED 
rROM THE FORECASTLE ANO MOST HAVE BEEN 
OBSERVED rROM THE HELICOP1ER, THE 
HELICOPTER DEPARTED THE SHIP SHORTLY BEFORE 
SUNSET (ABOUT 1905), SMIP CONTINUED 
STEAMING TMROUQH NIGHT TO RDVU WITH 
ESCORTS DISPATCHED BY COMSIXTHrLT, 

3, ~JREGOl~G CONSTITUTES DETAILED RECONSTRUCTION 
FA'Olt QM NO'fEBO<>K, CIC .l.061· ·&&.LL"~ ..... 1te$T 
RECOLLECTION Of CO~NDltNG ,GFP-f'OE'll· 'Cftf£f'" . 
ENQfNEER, GUNNERY orFICER AND BRlDGt:'PrR'SONNEL. 
ALL CONCUR. 
GP•l 
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