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8 June 1967 

23 May 

USS LIBERTY 

(USN-855) (AGTR-5) 

Chronology of Events 

DIRNSA requested JCS/JRC to authorize diversion of the 

USS LIBERTY due to Mid-East Crisis in view of the ship's 

capabilities (better on-station time and coUection platfonn EO 1 · 4 · I c I 

L-___ __.I• TabA(DIRNSA ADP/224-67 231729Z) 

25 May 

Actlo n was initiated to provide the USS LIBERTY with three 

NSA civilians: 

Mr. Allen M. Blue GG-7 

Mr. Donald L. Blalock GG-7 

Mr. Robert L. Wilson GG-7 

Tasking was coordinated for both the transit to the OP area 

and during the time on station and supplied to USN-055. Tab B 

(Kl2/505 292201Z, Kl2/606 022333Z, Kl2/6ll 022335Z) 
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29 May 

JCS approved the diversion and requested that CINCLANT 

change OPCON of the LIBERTY to CINCEUR. Additionally, 

JCS informed CINCEUR to make preparations for extended 

deployment of the LIBERTY to the Mid-East area. Tab C 
" 
' (JCS 6499 291602Z). 
I 

DIRNSA requested JCS approval of OP areas for the 
l 

\ ! 
; 
• 

.J 
LIBERTY operations and proposed OP area 3 (Tab D) as the 

initial area subject to adjustment as necessary for operational 

and safety reasons (Tab E) (ADP/242-67 292013Z). 

l June 

JCS requested CINCEUR to deploy the LIBERTY to OP area 

3 stipulatinq a closest point of approach (CPA) to Algeria, Ilibya 

and UAR of 13 nautical miles during the transit. Upon arrival at 

OP area 3 on or about 9 June the CPA directed by JCS was 12. 5 

nautical miles to the UAR and 6. 5 nautical miles to Israel. 

(Tab F) (JCS 6724 011545Z) 

2 June 

'.l!he LIBERTY deployed from Rota, Spain at 021230Z throuqh 

the Straits of Gibraltar following a coastal route to OP area 3. (Tab G) 

2 

SECRET SA\'1~4 
e es. uwww_ .5.CWWWI<& · ·;: ._ ......... ;;-d-&-:---



~- _-_-_-. -------. ___ -•. -,_-,_-_-_ .-. _-,-_____ "_-. .,,__-~--.-_.-. ---.. -----.~---"------. ------~-_ .. .:.·_ -:_:·.:..r ... . .... - .. __ __._. ------··~ 

'JECRET SA'ilf: 
. . 
UMITED DISTRIBUTION 

5 Tune 

In view of the outbrea.k of hostilities, Messrs. Harvey 

and Sheck, Kl2, called JCS/JRC and asked Mr. J. Connell, 

NSALO, if a change in CPA was contemplated. Reference was 

made to Mr. Connell of the 1962 Cuban Crisis. At that time 

the OXFORD was withdrawn from the Havana area and positioned 

further at sea. Mr. Connell conferred with LCDR Anderson, 

action officer for ship movements, )'RC, and advised Masers. Harvey 

and Sheck that no action was contemplated at that time. 

6 Tune 

CINCUSNAVEUR directed the LIBERTY to change operational 

control to the Commander, Sixth Fleet and informed the Commander, 

Sixth Fleet of the change in order to "facilitate command and 

control and poS11ible requirement for protection during Mid-Ea11t 

hostilities. The mes sage also authorized modification of the 

JCS-originated plan of operations (Tab F) should safety reasons 

so dictate, (Tab H) (CINCUSNAVEUR 061357Z). Subsequently 

Commander, Sixth Fleet is sued his OPCON change message to 

I 
I 
I 
' 

the LIBERTY (Tab I) (COM6THFLT 062349Z) 
I 

3 
I 

SECRE I· SAVIN 

----------- ---



SE:CRET SA\1
:~ 

LIMITED DISTRIBUTIO~ 

7 June 

DIRNSA requested JCS for immediate action to change the 

OP area of the UBER.TY from Area 3 to Area 2 in order to satisfy 

tasking requirements. G considered that the changing target 

enviraunent dictated a change in OP area. (Tab D (DIRNSA Xl2/631 
\ 

072104Z) 

The LIBERTY arrived on station at 072300Z in OP Area 3. 

She reported her position at 070800Z and stated she would 

remain stationary within 30 nautical miles of a point 68 nautical 

miles northeast o:f Port Said and 33 nautical miles from the 

closest land. (Tab K) (USS LIBERTY 070908Z) 

On the afternoon of 7 June Mr. Connell from JRC telephoned 

Messrs. Harvey and Sheck to inform them of discussions underway 

between Navy and JCS/JRC on the possibility of changing the 

CPA of the LIBERTY. Since the LIBERTY was 350-400 miles away 

from the closest SiXth Fleet ships, there was concern within 

JRC. CAPT Rorax, USN of JRC has que11t1oned Mr. Connell 

on a possible adverse effect on the SIGINT mission should JCS 

change the CPA. Messrs. Harvey and Sheck declined to make 

any statement ta Mr. Connell, since changes in the CPA for 
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operational or safety reasons were considered a military 

command decision and NSA would not be involved. Prior to 

the close of business Mr. Connell saw a messaqe from 

JCS/JRC changing the CPA of the LIBERTY to 20 nautical miles 

to the UAR and 15 nautical miles to Ierael. A second para~aph 

chanqed the OP area to Area 2 as requested by DIRNSA on 

5 June. However, the message as sent by JRC (Tab L) 

(JCS 6724 072230Z) did not contain the chanqe in OP area, It 

was decided (by CAPT Rorax) to do one thing at a time. It 

later turned out that ]RC was overtaken by events in changing- -the OP area. 

Later in the evening Mr. Connell received a call from JRC 

requeS!L..V a chop on a JCS message changing- the CPA to 100 

nautical miles. Captain Vineyard, JRC, indicated to 

Mr. Connell the reasons for the change were at the outset 

primarily political in origin. Since Ambassador Goldberg had 

11tated at the UN that no U .s. Navy ships were within 350-400 

nautical miles of the UAR/Israel area, the Chairman, JCS and 

the Navy felt that support 11hould be given to the position, 

During the night a message was received by JCS from Commander, 

Sixth Fleet (Tab M) (COM6THFLT 071503Z)stating that "no operations, 
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either surface or air, were permitted within 100 miles of Israel, 

Syria, or Egypt or within 25 miles of Cyprus." This message 

is a status report of Sixth Fleet operations apparently prompted 

by the allegation in the UN by the Are.be of U.S. and British 

participation in the Israeli air strikes against the U.AR. JCS 

reaction was to send a message to CINCEUR, INFO LIBERTY, 

cancelling the 20 nautice.1 mile message (Tab L) and defining the 

new CPA "no closer than 100 nautical miles from Israel, Syria, 

Egypt and 25 nautical miles to Cyprus. (Tab N) (JCS 7347 080110Z). 

Since the attack on the UBER.TY occurred at OB120SZ, it is 

extremely unlikely that the LIBERlY could have received and taken 

action on the message in time. Additionally, CINCEUR would 

be required to send a message implementing the JCS decision. 

(Tab 0 ls Gen. Kellond's M/R concerning the NSJ!/JRC discussions. 

Additional information was prnvlded by Mr. Connell and Mr. Sheck.) 

6 June 

COM6THFLT reported that at 1252Z the USS LmERTY reported 

she was under attack at position 3!.23N by 33,25E - *(a) hit by 

*Letters are keyed to reported positions and depicted in 
Tab D. 
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torpedo e.nd listing badly. (Tab P) (COM6THFL'E 08l320Z) The 

USS SARATOGA. reported to CINCUSNAVEUR the.t the USS LmERTY 

had reported three unidentified gunboats approaching her 

position. Thie mesee.ge was readdressed from DIRNAVSECGRUEUR 

to NSG info DIRNSA. (Tab Q) (DIRNAVSECGRUEUR 081335Z) 

DIRNAVSECGRUEUR relayed another message to NSG, info 

DIRNSA, from the USS SARATOGA reporting that the attack at 

position 31.23N by 33,2llN, {a) "hit by torpedo starooard side, 

listing badly. Request assistance immediately." (Tab R) 

(DIRNAVSECGRUEUR 081336Z) 

COMCARDIV FOUR informed DIRNSA that the USS LIBERTY A 

at position 31. 23N by 33. 35E (b) was hit by torpedo, (Tab S) 

(COMCARDIV FOUR 081338Z) 

DIRNAVSECGRUEUR message to NSG, info DIRNBA, quoted 
' 

USS SARATOGP. quote of message from USS LIBERTY as follows1 

"I am under at~ck. My position 33. 25E by 31, 23N. (a) I have 

been hit. Request immediate (Missed portion)." (Tab I) 

(DIRNAVSECGRUEUR 081338Z) 

COM6THFLT informed DIRNSA that the USS LIBERTY was at 

position 31, 23N by 33, 25E {a) hit by torpedo on starboard side. 

SECRET SAVIN 
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Three unidentified ounooats approachlnc;i vessel. LIBERTV listinc;i 

badly. (Tab U (COM6THFLT 081349Z) 

The U .s. Defense Attache at TtL AVIV reported that "ALUSNA 

-+· 
ca!led(!o9FLO to receive report that Israeli eircraft and motor 

torpedo boats erroneously attacked U.S. ship at 081200Z, position 

3l.25N by 33.33E (c) May be Navy 11hip. IDF helicopters in 

rescue operations. No other info. Israelis Bend abject apolor;iies 

and request info of other U ,S. ships near war zone coasts," (Tab V) 

(USDAO TEL AVlV 081414Z) 

.. Dforwarded a- mesaar;ie to -DIRNSA orir;iinated by the USS LIBERTY 

to/CNO that at 0Bl205Z, while the ship was on a course of 283 

der;irees, at a speed of 5 knots, position 31.35.SN; 33,29E. (d) she 

/was attacked by unidentified jet fighters, believed to be Israeli. 

Approximately six straff1ng rune were made on the ship. At 

approximately 1225Z, three Israeli torpedo boats approached on, -7 
'I. ,---

the starboard quarter at high speed, at approximately 1427Z, the 

USS LIBERTY took torpedo boat under fire by 50 caliber machine 

guns at a ranc;ie of approximately 2000 yards, Torpedo boat launched 

torpedo a in straffing attack. Approximately one minute later the 

USS LmERTY sustained a torpedo hit on the starboard side. 

EO 1. 4. (c) 
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After attack ahi.p had ten degree starboard list but 

watertiqht boundaries were established and holding. There 

was extensive superficial dmnage topside with lower deck 

spaces, forward destroyed. 

Communications capabilities were limited. Number of 

dead was estimated at ten, seriously wounded estimated at 

15, total wounded at 75 and .an undetermined number of 

missinq. The USS LIBERTY reported ahe was unable to 

carry out her mission. (Tab W) DJ1l81812Zl EO 1. 
4 
·lei 

Following the incident, the UBS LIBERTY proceeded 

north at eight knots to rendezvous With two DIRs sent to 

aid .and escort her. 

The following is a recapitulation of the Director's 

recollections of events incident to the attack. 

On Thursday morning, 8 June, at approximately Jll915 

hours, the Director was informed by the NSA 6IGXNT Command 

Center through his Executive Assiatant that the UBS LIBERTY 

had been torpedoed aomew'here in the Mediterranean, that 

she was listing badly, and that there was no other 

information available. A subsequent report placed her 
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some Siii miles off the coast of Cyprua1 an even later 

report (subsequently found to be factual) placed ·her 

aome 15 miles off the Sinai coast in waters of about 

35-4111 fathoms. The Director illlll\Sdiately directedr 

:The following actions are not chronological order or in 

order of priority and all were not taken at the initial 

notification. By 11111111 hours, however, there were all 

fully in train as a result of dimcussions with senior 

"' officials of the Aqency.) 

Reallocation of coverage to substitute, insofar 

aa possible, for that lost by the LIBERTY• 

Continuation of the ACRP flights from Athensr 

Plane to r~idly refit and send to the Mediterranean 

the USS BELMONT (a sim:Llarly equipped ship), which was 

about one day out of Norfolk on the way in1 

Inunediate and continuous contact with NMCC, .JRC, /end 

the WhJ.te aouse to insure fl.111 coordination of informationr 

EO 1. 4. (c) 
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A review of the current status for responsibility 

for command, control, security, combat support, and 

location of the vesselr 

Necessary action to insure that, if the vessel 

were totally disabled or in danger of sinking, the 

security of the crYPt~raphic assets be guax-anteed 

either by removal to ~propriate safekeeping or by 

destruction prior to sinkinqr 

:In the event of sinking, the location of the 

sinking must be secured and efforts made to refloat 

or at least re-acquire all of the sensitive materials 

on board1 

The establishment of a 1111\al.1 group in the outer 

office of the Director/Deputy Director to start 

recording a chronology of events, to keep it current, 

and to keep the Director/Deputy Director fully informed 

on the prem111es. 

At about ~945 hours, the Director began to receive 

telepho~ c•lls fJ;'om the NBA SIG:INT Command Center, the 
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P2/Watch Committee office, the JRC, PROD, and others. 

Aaditionally, from the conversations held With Captain 

Cook (Director, NSG) , Dr. Shinn (NBA member of the Watch 

Comm:lttee), and personnel :from Dl anCI PROD, it 11oon 

became apparent to the Direator that a considerable 

amount ot misinformation was circulating w:lthin the 

community and that some fairly prec:lpitous actions 

seemed to be developing, 

At about 1015 hours, the Director received a call 

from secretary McNamara, who stated that he felt the 

need for making a public release immediately and that . 

he needed facts. Be asked the Director the name of the 

ship, 1£ it had a Naval desiqnation, and if there were 

any c:lvil:leins on board. He was told the "LXBERTY" ".llG'l'R" 

Which stands for 'l'echnical Research Ship, and three 

civilians who could be considered technical representatives. 

When he asked .OOUt the complement of the ship, the 

Director told him he was not certain and would qet the 

information for him. At this point, the Director 
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realized that the information Mr. McNamara wanted exceeded 

that a'lailable in his office. He told Mr. MCNlll\\ara he 

would have Captain Cook, Director of NSG, telephong him 

immediately. The Director immediately called Captain Cook 

to learn that be waa at the dentiatr the Director epoke to 

Captain Thomae, Deputy Director, NSG, and instructed him 

to call M.r. McNamara immediately, prepared to answer any 

and all questions concerning the LIBERTY. Capta1n Thomas 

replied that it would take him se'leral minutes to get the 

proper person but he would cooq:>ly immediately. The 

Director then called Mr. MciNamara•s office and advised 

the telephone operator that a Captain Thomas would be 

cal.ling on his behalf and to put him through to 

Mr. McNamara immediately. About ten minutes later, 

Mr. McNamara called the Director end said he had not 

been called by the person the Director said would call, 

and asked for hi.a name and telepbonl!I number. The D.trector 

qave h1m Captain Thomas• name and telephone number 6~444. 

Then when the Director called Captain Thomas, he was 

told that captain Thomas was talking to Mr. McNamara. 

13 
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Captain 'l'homu later told the Director that, when he cal.led 

Mr. McNemara, he was diverted to one of Mr. McNamara's 

assistants who tried to take down the information. But 

Mr. McNamara personally called Captain Thomas and the 

latter was switched over to Mr. McNamara. After talking 

to Mr. McNamara, Captain Thomas called and advised the 

Director that he had confirmed the information already 

furnished Mr. McNamara and that he had reported a 

CCJl!\Plement of 15 officers and 279 enlisted men, of Which 

the SIGINT Detaohment was six officers and 128 enlisted 

men (the latter fiqures were initially reported to 

Mr. McNpiara as co111Priainq the totlll complement of the 

ship by someone in the Pentagon) • When Mr. McNamara 

asked about the ship's function, Captain Thomas replied 

quoting the unclassified mission statements "conducting 

tec}mica1 reaearch operations in support of u.s. Navy 

electrcmaqnetic comm\Ulications and advanced COIDlll\1Jlications 

19yatems to include satellites." Captain Thomas also 

reported that the ship had departed Rota, Spain, on 

2 June. 

14 
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Shortly after or during the foregoing dialCl'illle, the 

Director called Captain Vineyard of the JRC (General. 

Steakley wae apparently With Mr. Vance and Mr. McNemara} 

and alerted him to the extreme aensitivity of the 

material• on board and the mi•eion of the LIBERTY, and 

stated that if it ~peared the •hiP was going to sink, 

it was essential that the aectll:ity of the sinking aite 

be maintained. 'l'he Director continued by stating that 

it would be necessary to get down and remove the sensitive 

material fx-om the ship because he knew the ship was only 

about 15 ndles off ehore and in an area of 35-416 fathoms 

of water. 

Cll,Ptain Vineyard later called the Director to advise 

him that there were plans underway to sink the ship and 

asked for hie views in this regard. 'l'he Director told 

him that to sink the ship at that depth would create a 

real security problem unless they had already destroyed 

their sensitive materials. He added that there were 

millions of dollars worth of very exotic equipment on 

board that •bould be 1aved if at all possible. While 
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•I19ac;red J.n thia call, the Director received another call 

trom General Sp.tvey from the NMCC Who wae about. to ask 

the a11me queation about sinking the LIBER'l'Y When the 

Director was informed that the LIBERTY was underway on 

her own •team at eight knots Qn course of 34111°, that the 

of sensitive materials had been completed, and that there 

were. four dead and lt\Ore than S"' wounded. (General Spivey 

recei.ved thi.s i.nformati.on While the Director was concurrently 

receiv1ng it from his own Command Center via NSG.) General 
.. 

Spivey said there were several coramerc1al vessels in the 

vicin.1.ty and asked if there was a aecurity problem in 

havinc;J them help if needed. The Director told him tbat 

there was no security problem in light of the reported 

emergency destruction and aince the sld.pper of the 

LIBERTY could easily separate or compartment any sensitive 

equipment. At about this time, information was rece.tved 

that the Israelis had admitted that they had m.istakenly 

attacked the vessel and bad submitted thell' abject 

apol09ie• (The Pirec:tor was previoudly informed that 

16 
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aircra~ had been dispatched to sink the attackers and, 

about this time, he was told the aircraft had been 

recalled). 

JRC, NMCC, and NSG have been alerted by the Director 

to the aensitivity of tho equipment and documents on 

board and the need for insuring their safekeeping. 

The Director made two calls to Mr. Bromley Smith at 

the White House, keeping him up to date on the infOX'lllation 

avaJ.lable and the actions taken. Mr. Smith seemed to find 

this extremely helpful and of the highest order of 

immediacy since there was a meeting in progress at the 

White House (the participants were not mentioned), and 

be had supplied the information to them immediately. 

(The press later in the evening reported that President. 

Johnson was on the "hot-line" with Premier Kosyqin in the 

morning explaining the initial scrambling of Sixth Fleet 

aircraft, later recalled. 

Sometime durinq the foregoinq discussions, Captain 

Thomas informed the Director that the 

17 
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it did not have the capabi1ities of the LIBERTY, it 

could be of aome help. 

The foregoing sWlllllarizes the Direct~'& personal 

porticipation in the activities of this morning. In 

moat of his conversations, Dr. Tordella waa present or 

listening in on the other telephone and Mr. Burke or 

one of his assistants was present in the Director's 

office. 
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TO: JCS/JRC 

INFO: CNO 
CINCLANT 
CINCLAl.~TFLT 

COMSERVLANT 
COMSERVRON EIGHT 

PRIORITY 

~~ ~ J ~ ic!-w7 
SUBJ: DIVERSION OF USS LIBERTY 

23 MAY 1967 

DI!il~AV5ECGRU 

DIRNAVSECGRULAl'IT 
l~SA REP LANT 
ASSTDIRllAVSE0GRU 
DIRNAVSECGRUEUR 
HQ NSAEUR 

(COURIER) 

., 

DUE TO PRESEl~T MIDDLE EAST CRISIS REQUEST USS LIBERTY BE DIRECTED 

TO DEPART ABIDJAN IMMEDIATELY Al'lD PROCEED AT BEST POSS SOA TO ROTA 

SPAii~ TO PICK UP TECH SUPPORT MATERIAI/PEHSONNEL, THENCE PHOCEED TO 

OP AREA OFF PORT SAID. TASKING AND SPECIFIC AREAS WILL BE FWD. ASAP 

GP-1 

CONCUR: G µ~ fA(f:,../ 
P¢4 "'''- .... ____ .... Im u 
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? > P.L. 86-36 

M/R: THE PRESENT SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST HA..'l RESULTED IN NSA / I / / 
DECLARING A SIGINT READINESS BRAVO. D~ ORDER TO AUGMENT COV"'_.RAG:E • 
IN THE AREA, THE DIVERSION .OFTHE USS LIBERTY (USN .. 855) rs coN:.. / 
SIDERED A NECESSARY COURSE OF ACTION IN VIEW OF THE LIBERTY"S EX- • 
CELI.ENT COLLECTION, PROCESSING AND REPORTING CAPABILJTfES AND HER / 
ABILITY TO REMAIN ON STATION FOR EXTE,NDED PERIODS, US.NS VALDEZ / 
WILL BE DIRECTED. TO LEAVE ALL AVAILABLE ME TECH SUPPORT AT ROTA, • 
SPAIN! !l\1HEN SHE MAKES A SCHEDULED QAL1 O/A :;>Jf/25 Y '/ 

'l'HE DIVERSION OF THE LIBERTY WILL RESULT IN THE LOSS OF . 
REAMil DER OF THE PRESENTLY SCHEDUIED 

CRUISE DUE TO TERMINATE 2 AUG 67•/ HOWEVER, IN VIEW OF THE POTEN:_ 
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DIRNAVSECGRULANT 
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HQ NSAEUR 
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COMINT CO!~MSG NR 2¢ 

INTERIM TASKING FOR USN-855 

2.9 M,W 6'? 

NSA OFF GER 
NSA REP WT 
ADNSG ( ~ "u 1'11 s,,-;) 

I. GEi~ERAL GUIDANCE: THE FOLLOWING CONSTITUTES TASKING .FOR USN-

855 UPON DEPARTURE ROTA, SPAIN, ON OR ABOUT ¢1 JUNE 1967. FOR 

RJRPOSES OF THIS DEPLOYMENT, ALL PREVIOUS TASKING ASSIGNMENTS ARE 

SUSPENDED. THIS ASSJ;GNMENT IS Al~ INTERIM TASK AND WILL BE SUPPIE-

MENTED WHEN PLATFORM IS WITHIN HEARABILITY RANCiE OF UAR TARGETS, 

DESIRE TO EMPHA.llIZE 'rHAT THIS ! IS INTERIM TASKING om;y' AND IS NOT 

' ·TO DELAY OR DIVERT THE PLATFORM FROM ARRIVLlllG ON STATJON IN EASTERN 

MED. DUE TO SOA OF PLATFORM NO ATTEMPT IS MADE TO !lEGUI.ATE EMPHA-

SLS OF TARGET COUNTRIES, HOWEVER, THE D.EJI.EGATED TASKS ARE LISTED IN 

GEOORAPHICAL SEQUENCE AND EMPHASIS SHOULD, BE eLENDED FROM ONE AREA 

TO Al~OTHER AS HEAR;\.BILITY DICTATES. 
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.~ES:>jGE 

•· 'Fo'l11o: Nz2se 'fllEv sEP b5 SECRET 
_ (Supcrii,t-de1> N2188 REV AUG l"i5 ' 

. lo be ll•t.d until 'depleted) 

·t~Oh'.PRl!.CEDE CE 

s E cu RI Ty c L A s SI r ;.;' c;.;•;,.;T.;;' O;.;";..:=;=====,,,:,====;=""'==-=-=·~· =-
INFO PRECEDENCE SPl[C...IAL. HAHDL.ING 

·~ T!OC::IIA'l'J: , 

FROM: 

TO: 

:rn:·o: 

DIRlWA 

JC.~/JRC 

C~IO 

CINCWT 
OOMSERVLAl'lT 
IJOM:~F.RVR.ONEIGHT 

CI!·ICLA!~'l'~'LT 

C:!l~CUSNAVELTR 

MJP/ .;1.)t.;L.- (p 7 

29 MAY 67 

NSiu:u. R OFF Gilli 
Cl~CJWR 
DLl.NAVSECGRU 
DIRNAVSECGRUEUR 
DlWAVBECGRUI.ANT 
.NSA REP LANT 
ASSTDIRNAVSICGRU (COURIER) 
HQ NSAEUR 

REF MY 2Jl729Z ADP/224/6'/ (NOT.AL) 

l, REQUEST APPROVAL OF. THE FOLWW'..NG OPERATIONAL .AREl.s FOP. THE 

USS T,IBERTY OPEfl.ATIONS lN THE MEDITERRANEAN !t.S FOLLOW<> ( C.OORDINATES 

.ii.RE OUTER UMITS OF OPERATIO-'lAL, AREA): 

OP AREA NR 1 32:¢¢.,1\1 - 29~¢f TO 31:¢¢ E 

~p AREA NR :~ .32:@¢+~ - 31:¢'¢ ~O 33:¢¢£) 

OP AREA J.l!R :i 
OP AREA l'IR I+ 

OP AREA NR '.i 

;;2:¢r1!J - J4:'A¢E 1'.Q A POI.NT _ 

)'.;:¢~~ - :Jh:J¢E 

33:¢fl~ - '.i4:3¢E TO A POINT 

36:f/~"' - J5:¢¢E 

2. REQGEs·r uss IJ:I\E~n OIB!iArE w PROPOSED Of'ERATictlA.L AREA. NR 3 

UNTIL FURTHER lW'l'lFIEll. POINT•i ABOVE AAID.AGTUAL OP.E.~TL\JG AFl.E.A.D, 

Il'lCI,UDING CPA SllOlJLD F<.E AD,JUSTED ~; NE"C:E'.2SA.RY F'OR OPERATIONAL AND 

5J _;)/ 
.. , -,,., 

' 'L ' • 

AGO 

AGI 

SEGP.E1' r· 1 ~; 

UTtofll 

K 
Kl 
w 
G 
GOl; 
G5 
G6 
G? 
ADJ\i 
DIR 
AIJNSG 

.L. 86-36 

AOI N .... 

AGO NA, 

""<-. --
v~.-i 



._1o1es,,..E 
SECRET .:oh:M Nl~"'' Rt.'V '>l'..f~ ti., I 

(Sup•r•··,lt•• N1:.IX8 RRV AUC; r.~ 

~ .. ·~~~~~~!d~•iil•t•dj ll!CtoNITY Cl. AS91 I ;,;•c~•.;.T;,;•O;.:",;.... .... ~----=e======'====--
_ .. CT __ '°" __ ~::•_o_._"_c_" _____ ~-.. 0 PfUECEO .. NCO: [ ... 11'.CIA~ HANDLING 

- -J--~~--~--~-----,~4Yi'ill"u~T=1~o~M~----~-

- QP•I 

8 6-36 I / .L. 

; __ ... ---------------------------------------- I __ .. -·· 
.. _. __ .. __________ .. ,_,_, ..................... -. .... _____ .. ___ , ____ .. ___ .,._···--··-------

CONCUR: G6~~1 .. ______ _.I / '"°" .,;;,~, CTCS SCllilF.F..R 

M/R: REF REQUES1'ED JCS/.TRC TO DIVERT USS IilJERTY FRO!'.! ABIDJAN 
AFRICA TO EASTER-"l MED. MESSAGE INFORMED .res/ JRC SPECIFIC OP AR)!:A 
WILL BE FORWARDED FOR APPRO'/AL W't!EN DE'l.'ERMDIED BY .ANALYTICAL EI&-
MENTS (G GROUP). L ~ 

- ~2/5385• 

ORAll'Tl:FI 

DOCUMENT MARKING 

Rll.FERI TO Mli:e•AGE 8ECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

AGI 

.r 
I 

RELE.t.IEO A.T (ZlJLU} 

PA.GE . 

OF 
A.GI NR. 

PA.GE 



:;-
MESSAGE SECRE1' 

( 
FOAM N22B8 REV SEP CiS 

, (Super11ede11 N228/J REV4AUG 65 
' to be ueed until depfe/ed} SECURITY CL A SSI Fl :;;·~ A;,:T:,;;IO;;_;N;,,,.,======"========= 

ACTION PRECEDENCE IHFO PRECEDENCE SPECIML HA.Not...ING 

FROM: 

TO: 

INFO: 

IMMED 

US1ClNCt:UR 

CNO 
CI NCU\NTFLT 
C!NCUSNA.VEUR 
COMSIXTHFLT 
CTF 6lf . 
USS LIBERJY 

Jes 6724 J-3 sums 

IMMED NONE 

DA.TE: ¢2 JUN 67 

///ADV COPY P21 VIA DDP/// 

D!RNSA 
NS A.EUR 
DIRNA.VSECGRU 
.AS STD I R~A. VS!:::C:GRU 
DIRNAVSECGRULANT 
D lRNAVSEC:·:iR'Jf·:'JR 

SUBJ: USS L !BERTY SKED CU) 

REF DIRNSA G/104/311906Z MAY (NOTAL-BOM) 

I ."'"'ffir WHEN RFS REQUEST SA IL L !BERTY !AW FOLLOW ING 

SKED: 

A. 2 JUN
1
DEPART ROTA. 

B. 2-8 JUN, ENTROUTE VIA GIBRALTAR STRAIT CPA AS 

SAFE NAV PERMITS, THAN VIA NORTHERN AF'RICA COASTAL 

ROUTE TO POSIT 32-00N 33~00E, CPA MOROCCO MALTA 

l NFO: 

3 NM CLAIMED DIST 3 NM, CPA SPAIN TUNISIA SARDINIA/ 

SICILY CRETE 7 NM CLAIMED DIST 6 NM, CPA ALGERIA 

LIBYA UAR J3 NM CLAIMED DIST 12 NM, 

C, 9-30 JUN, CONDUCT OPS SOUTH OF 32-ril0N .. AND 

BETWEEN 33-00E AND 34-rilrilE, .WHILE COND.1JCT ING OPS CPA UAR 

12,5 NM CPA ISREAEL 6,5NM 

DRAFTER R~>LEASING OFFICER 

DGY JF'D 
DOCUMENT MARKING 

REFERS TO MESSAGE SECURITY CLASSl-FICATION 

AGO b { 
AGI 

STRIBUTION 

K 
K1 
0 
05. 
GIS 
07 
P¢2 
P¢4 
F'2 
ADP 
DIR 
ADNSG 

P.L. 86-36 

AELEASEC: AT (ZULU) 

OF ? 
AGI NR. 

AGO NR, 

OTO 

F --

PAGES 



• 
Mt!>SAGE 

FORM N2283 REV SEF> 05 
(Supersedes N2288 REV 1AUG 65 
to be used until deple/ed) SECU~~~13~11 ATION ! 

l
SPE~li.:"L _=;H:=AN;:o:::DL;:=':"IN':"G:================= ACTION PRECEDENCE INFO PRECEDENCE 

IMMED I f'.1H11[D hONt-_ 
1 u1STRIBUTIO~ 

2. (U) REQUEST JCS CJRCl CNO CINLANT CJRC) 

CINCLANTFLT BE INCLUDED AS INKO ADDEES ON ALL MOVREPS, 

DAILY SITREPS AND INCIDENT REPORTS, 

3o <Ul ENROUTE 'FECH TASKING IAW REF, 

4. (U) PROCEDURES FOR DEVELOPING JULY AKED FOLLOW, 

c 12 ~ 

' 

DRA.FiER 
!RELEASING OFFICER RELEASE!) AT (ZULU) 

DOCUMENT MARKING 
PAGE PAGES 

- . ,.._ ..... -, ,_,...... 2 OF 2 
REFERS TO MESSAGE 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

AGO 
AGONR, 

AGI 
"'=~------ ·-
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·• _.,.--. - ·- · . • · ··:,,. ..... ) ~ ·· .. ·. ·::.:': · ·. •• .. : ··: · · ~ •. ~: . . ~..;·:~.:=:-~ \.....-. ·•· .... - -.,.. r· - • 1 • I 
--~j ·. czci~~~395_zcMG~~·1. :·. ::·· ~:_: . · _:· 'bE.ClAS".··y··:·- . .-_,_.,:;~"'"'~---"~>< .. ~~(, 1 

:. PP fl,UDLKD '·. .. . . . . . . • . ·... .. ' . ! . . .iSS. Ff ED . . I. 
·1 ·. ~~YR~~2gc050A 1540~24_.·_~:-: ··:··. · ... Cl!'"silicotion{Cll~jl:~ .... ..,~ .·· : ••. ..,..~, . 

~ · 'p Z22108Z JUN·-67 .. ·• ... · .. · ·. .. . : 1 "" au111or11y '!! ~&lli~a;1.Di"/"'· 
.l · FM USS ·l.IBERTY . ·, .. . . . .. .. °":li.J':'l.9!.. ~~;_:J.ll_P..li/7' "1 f3"f 
.• 
1
:· TO RUDLKD/ CINCUSN4\IEU~ _ .. ,. _:_ . , !D•~l~.,.~·S".-c.z,.;tf ·. . 

. "f:· · RUEPJS/ JCS..,....--- - llDVOCAff GEhUAL OFf>'£.nA~~ 
INFO RUEN~AA~CNO '·. '· · . OFFICE~-,, .. ::.E . 111v-1q • · 

.f RUE::lNKA/CINCLANT . ··: (' . / · · · · 
·.l RUE!:>NKA/CINCLANTFLT , \.._, · , • . 
·j 'RUE!:lNKA"COMSERVLANT. '(\" . . 
·: RUCIHAA/DIRNAVSECRU . .. . . 

. :; RU:::DSPA/COMSERVRON/EIGHT · 1 
·. ! RUF?al\/USCINCEUR 'f:<- / ( · 

, RUTPRC/CO:-!SIXTHFLTv- ~ d\A.,/1 P'I-'_ r 
.. RUDLKD/DIRNAVSECGRUEUR .. .· v · TJ 

· · ... RUEPCR/DIRNSAV" ···-· ·- ~ ~ -

1 · 

I 

·' ' 

RUCIHSA/ASTDIRNAVSECGRU . . I h /.).,_ 
Ri.JCIHSA/DIRNAVSECGRULANT · .' · •. · 'e(ll.'--' 
RUCIHSA:NFOIO .·. • 

. RUr?BK/tlSAEUR . · 
RUFRF/COi'lFAIRMED · ~-

RUFRD/C!G SIX FOUR •· ' ~ 
RU'iKRE/C!F SIX ZERO /l/;; .-" 
RUTPC/NAVCOMi'lS!A MOROCCO ' . 
.j "i . 
S Q N r l P i N T I A ~ 
JCS PASS !0 JRC 

. ,_ ·-
c: SCLANT PASS IO J.RC 
? l:t. CU) 
~. 022CZ2Z8 JUN 67 POSIT 36-12N2 003-29W4 
?:i'l COASTAL EASTERLY 15 KTS, 

,_ 
I 
' ! . 

I , , 
2. DEPAR'iED ROTA 021230Z8 JUN 67. ETA ON STATION 080300ZI JUN 67, 
3. DURING TRANSIT STRAIT OF-GIBRALTAR OVERTOOK AND PASSED THREE . ' 
SOVIET SHIPS OF UNDETERMINED TYPE s:rEAMI~'G IN COLUMN ON . . . I 
COURSE Z85 SPEED 13 KIS, !WO SHIPS IDENitFIED AS SEMEN 
DESHNEV AND ANDREY VILISHKSII, !WO SHIPS CALLED LIBERTY BY ·::. ,] 
FLASHING LIGHT, ONE ASK WHAT SHIP., REPLY SENT WAS Qlt>TE / 
U.S. NAVY SHIP UNQUOTE. ONE SHIP ATTEMPTED TO SEND SHIPS --f-7'"/,,,,_ __ 
N:.i'lE 3UT LIGHT UNREADABLE, NOT KN '-- 'i 
OWN IF SHIPS WERE ATTEMPTING .:· 1 

'iC SHADOW OR NOT. UNODIR NO ADDITIONAL REPORTS WILL BE ~ ··: 
SU3i'. !TIED WITH RESPECT TO THESE CONTACTS, . . . : 
4. RECEIPT OF 2400Z DAILY SI!REP AND POSIT REPORT MAY . j. 

a:::--OCCASSIONALLY DELAYED TO AVOID TRANSMITTING AT . 
• ' , ,:\.IMES WHICH WOULD HAVE DELETERIOUS EFfE_Cl'..P.N PRIMAR .-M\SS10l~·F,._,,.._..,.J ·-

OAIOI TOii 
) 1 ' ~ ) 

. x - . ·•··· 
SGTIGK· ' ··'.. - J: . =:=]) j ., ... . .. .' ~-i 

J.~ - %j.;_ -~ 4:;,_·1 
.... , ...... 

c c I : • 0 0 0 H N • • • • • I I 
c 0 I • I • I 4 • • I T • 

ACTION u • • 0 • -0£111.MTMrKT . • •· NCU 
y 0 0 0 • • 0 • • • 0 0 A A • 

i./jtif..; • 0 0 •• I I I I I I :. i f I • • u I • I I I • I 4 ••• I • "··· A I ' 4 0 .... 
)0 i ' 

. , 
~ 

J r --=--· 

-

G 



I I "ilM 1'/}lt,\ 1'1 V ' I •' 
r.'loi!I"" •. 1•d· '•' 'I.' ' I:• U/•.' I' 1/1,. '' •, 

':'--1;_·~ '! ,,,, .. ""-"." 1-·; ''':'•'" J 

ACT\t), .. 1'111·.C:l",._lll NCl' 

____ l .. 

_ _j'l<. I iY 

FROM: CINCUSNAVEUR 

TO: COMSIXTHFLT 
USS LIBERTY 
USC INCEllR 
JCS c 
CNO 
DIRN3A 
C~ I NCLANTFL T 
D IR~JAVSt:CGRU 
DI RNllVSECGRUEUR 
ASSTDIRNAVSECGRU 
DIRNAVSECGRULANT 
HQ NSAEUR 
COMFAIRMED 
COMSERVLANI 
COMSERVRON EIGHT 
CTF' ~; IX ZERO 
CTF SIX FOUR 
NFOIO 
NAV COMSTA MOROCCO 
C INCLA~IT 
COM(] [RC~r-OR~.> IX TH FLT 

e 8 fJ F I E E fJ T i A L. 

DAT[ ti JUNE G·r 

P.L. 86;36 

USS LIBERTY OPERATIONAL CONTROL /cu; 

USCINCEUR FOR JRC, JCS FOR JRC, CINCLANT FOR JRC 

ACT: 

INFO: 

A. MY 3 l ! 750Z MAY 67 CL IBERT Y MOVORD 7-67, WITH CH~ ll 

B. MY 031016Z JUN 67 

c. USS LIBERTY 021330Z JUN /67 (MOVREPJ 

D. JCS Oll J545Z JUN 67 CUSS LIBERTY SKEDl 

E. USS L IRERT Y 022 I 08Z JUN 67 

I, FOR COM SIXT HFL T. TO F'AC~L If ATE AREA COMMA ND A ND 

CONTROL AND ANY POSSIBLE REQUIREMENT FOR PROTECTION DURIN 

ORAFTE.R 

REFERS TO r..u:;:SSA.GE 

AGO 

AGI D/ 
·,·-: . 
. I 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

so~~FIDE~JTJAL 

A 

A2 
AJ 
G 
G5 
G6 
G( 
K 
Kl 

P02 
P04 
P2 
Tl 
ADP 
DIR 
ADN3G 

L 
H 

- -

~-

FtELEASEO AT (ZULU) 

... GI NR. 

AGO NR. 



~· •ih::.!:>~lrl>,::: 

I 'lHM N;;o.'I·,,~ Ht .. V ,1 I •' 
(511/>t·r·•d".' N.' .. '~,, /(/·\'"\/I•, 

l•:.1.'..: ;."·'·.l_rir'.!_.'.: ,/, ''.~'::1-!:d! _ 
ACllON t-'Rf.-Cl:OCNCE 

11 ! l 1l1r-' i ·r·r" 

I •;I i' II I I Y 

-·- -·· - . .... ... . ~-=--' 
-· 1·1N"io -':"H-i-~cEtl[:~N>..~t·.--

1 r ~.l:_!;_1J !.I\<·: 

M rn FA ~iT II() ST I I.. IT r [ s' us s L Tl1 ER T { vi TU. 8 E c H 0 pp E 0 T 0 c 0 M 5 T TfffL T 

AT WIVJCHll? ,.JUN r,/. tJl''EllATE 1.If;E)ff'I TAW REF IJ TO DERIVE MA IMUM 

RENEFIT FROM SPECIAL CAPAIHLITI,:S REF D MAY BE MODIFIED OR 

SAFETY REASONS l\S .DICTATED BY THE LOCAL SITUATION. 

A. REQIJFST CHANGE PIM REPORTS (REFS A AND Bl TO AS 

OF l80'1Z, CHAMGE PRECEDENCE TO \MMEDIATE AND CHANGE 

AflDEE FOR IUSCINCEUR TO USCHJCEUR FOR JRC, 

;~. FrJR USS LIBERTY. (:HOP TO COMSIXTHFLT AT 070001Z 

BY MESSAGE. 

A. PIM REPORT NOT RECEIVED SINCE REF Eo 

A p !\ 

L23 NOTE: REF "C" IS AGI ;Jl075 
REF "D" - UNABLE TO LOCATE L23 
REF •E• IS AGI 40957 

('' 
-.:---. .... -.·_.:..__~ 

RC:Ll::.'.ASED AT (ZULU) 

REFERS TO Ml:SSAGE SEci.JRITY CLASSIFICATION 

AGO 
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'~~,·~-~~~t~~~.!___ - ·-::::=~_-_:;_·_-_:;'_-:....:-~ -~--::~.-c...-o~=.,,'==-=,-----·=-==-==·· --
... cT10MPRi~C.E:Dt:NCi ___ TNFO PHECElJ~NC< 15P•c1,<L HANDLING 

IMMED .. _ IMM[D ____ ···--·--·-··J__iJ_Q.~-----------···· 

FROM: COMSlll:THFLT 

TO: USS LIBERTY 

DATE: ¢6 JUN 67 
I ADV CPY f'21 I 

INFO: CJNCUSNAVEUR 
USCINCEUR 
JCS 
CNO . 
DJRNSA 
C/NCLANTFLT 
DIRNAVSECGRU 
DIRNAVSECGRUEUR 
ASST DIRNAVSECGRU 
DIRNAVSECRGULANT 
HQ NSAEUR 
COMFAIRD 

0 9 N F I B E ~ T I A L 

boJsERVLANT 
~OMSERVRON EIGHT 
CIF SIX ZERO 
CTF SIX FOUR 
NKOIO 
NAVCOMMSTA MOROCCO 
CJNCLANT 
CTF SIX THREE 
CTF SIX SEVEN 
NAVCOMMSTA GREECE 
NAVCAXS MOROCCO 

NAVCOMMSTA SPAIN 

USS LI BERTY OPERATIONAL CONTROL 

A. CINCUSNAVEUR 11J61357Z JUN 67 NOTAL 

B. JCS 11JI t545Z JUN 67 NOT ALB 

INFO: 

C.SL INCUSNAVEUR 3 l l 7511JZ MAY 67 CMOVORD 7-67) NOT AL 

D. CINCUSNAVEUR llJ l 1311l5Z JUN 6'7' NOT AL 

E. COMSIXTHF1.T OPORD 1-66 NOTAL 

F. CINCUSNAVEURINST P11J31211J.5B NOTAL 

Oi"sTA1.BUT1CfN _____ _ 

A P¢~; 

A3 Pr/Jl1. 
B- P2 
D32 P21 
D33 TI 
K ADN 
KI ADP 
G DIR 
G5 ADNSG 

8~ 

1. UPON CHOP TO COMS IXT HFLT AT llJ711JllJl1J IZ. CONDUCT OPER.AT I ois IAW REF 

B,CANDD. l 
2. IN VIEW P1'!ESENT ARAB/ISRAEL I SITUATION AND UNPREDICTA IL ITY OF 

UAR ACTIONS. MAINTAIN A HIGH STATE OF VIGILANCE AGAINST ATTACK OR 

THREAT rJF ATTACK. REPORT BY FLASH PRECEDENCE ANY 

THREATENING OR SUSPICIOUS ACTIONS DIRECTED AGAINST YOU OR ANY 

OlitAFTCA 

ED/LJH 
RELEASED AT (ZULU) 

OOCUMENT MAF;iKINc; PACE 

- - - .. .- ............. T"'ll--· A<"'~· 1r-1 ......... ·---t-r::: 1<'~ vce. ·1 OF 2 
REFERS T MESllAliE SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

AGI NR. 

41717 
AGO AGO NR. 
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• _,,..,...ie.AUC ee c: s ... ::c 
• >0R"N22e8HEV ''"'·' 1f<Qyf EtqyfAL 

(Sup•~rsed•·s fl2288 REV A/JC,(,_~ L - '-...--
• t'>bt u .. euuntl/dtJp/ete4l} , !;£CURITV CLA55\F"•CATION 

~JE]~~~-;;E--- IHF~~[D~·~~~.- = ISPEC~~F~=·==-=-~==!==~ 
DfSTRIBUTlON 

DIVERSION FROM SCHEDULE NECESSI1ATED BY EXTERNAL THREAT. DVISE 

IF LOCAL SITUATION DICTATES CHAllGE IN AREA OF OPS ASSIGNE BY REF Bo 

3. KEEP COMSIXTHFLT AND CTF 63 INFORMED OF LOGISTIC NEEDS SUFFIC

IENTLY IN ADVANCE TO ENABLE ORDERLY LOGSUP PLANNINGo MAIL DELIVERY 

WILL BE ARRANGED IF FEASIBLE. 

4. INCLUDE COMSIXTHFLT AS INFO ADDEE ON REPORTS REQUIRED Y PARA 

2 REF" B AS MODIFIED BY REF C AND Do 

,s. SUBMIT REPORTS OF" CONTACT WITH SHIPS AIRCRAFT AND SUBM RINES 

WHICH ARE UN IDE NT, HOST ILE, OF INTELL INTEREST OR ENGAGE IN . 
<HARASSMENT, IAW REF F, EMERGENCY PLAN CHARLIE NOW IN EF"FE T IN 

~ IXT HF"L T 

6, COMSIXTHFLT OPERATIONAL DOCL'MENTS ON ALERTS, EMERG ACTIONS AND 

NUCLEAR RELEASE WILL NOT BE PROVIDED, THEREFORE, ACTION I NOT 

REQUIRED ON NATIONAL EXERCISE tiND DRILL MSGS IDENTIFIED B FLAG 

WORD WHITE OR BLUE DELTA. NO ACTION REQUIRED NATO EXERCIS MSGS, 

IN EVENT OF ACTUAL ALERT OR OTHER EMERGENCY, COMSIXTHFLT ILL 

SEPARATELY DIRECT LIBERTY BY CLASSIFIED MSG, 

7, COMMUNICATIONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH ANNEX CHARLIE REF E.1 

A. COPY KR BROADCAST. ADVISE IF" CARDS AVAILABLE TO COPY XRA BCST, 

B, IF PERMENANT TERMINATION REQUIRED WITH MED COMM STA SUBMIT 

REQUEST IAW APPENDIX XVI TO ANNEX CHARL TE TO REF E. 

C, ALTHOUGH NOT ASSIGNED TO,. TF 60 UTILIZE Tr 60 TACT IC,L 

CIRCUITS AS REQUIRfD 
D. AUTHGRA TO ENTER SIXES ALFA AS REQUIRED. 

Da;T@H II OiiLEBGE. 1 R ELEASLNGo OFFICER REL.EA.SEO AT (ZULU) 

OOCUM!!NT MARKING PAGE 

. , - 2 OF 2 
REFERS TO MESl ... GE S~CURITY CLASSIFICATION 

A.GI NR. 

4 171l 
AGO AGO NR 

AGI 

COt~FIOEt~'f'IAL 
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,_ 
MESSAGE 

' FORM NZZll REV SEFI ell 
(6upet••d••.'IY2281 RllJ' AUG lf3 
to be ••d HI depleted 

SECRET 
SEC:URIT1',CL. A8SIFICATION 

INFO PRECEDl!:NCI! SPECiAL HANOLING 

FROM: DIJWSA 

TO JCS/JRC 

' INFO: CNO 
USCINCEUR 
CINCUSNAVEUR 
CCMSERVLANT 
CINCLANTFLT 
COMSERVRONEIGHT 

KJ.2/~J/ 

DlMEDIATE NONE 

DIRNAVSECGRU 
DIRNAVSECGRUEUR 
DIRNAVSECGRULANT 
ASSTDIRNAVSECGRU (COURIER) 
1'5AEUR OFF GER 
HQ NSAEUR 
NSA REP LANT 

USS Lll!El!TY OPERATION.AL .SC!lEDULE CliAJll'.lE 

REF: A, UR ¢ll545Z (NOTAL) 

B, MY 2920],3Z MAY, ADP/242'. (NOT.AL) 

~UF:;T INITIATE IMMEDIATE ACTION TO AMEND REF BRAVO TO REFUCT 0 

TIONS IN OP AIIBA.2' AS DEFINED IN REF A'I2A TO SATISF"l TECH ~UIRllll!mJ':~. 

fft-1 

------------------- ---------------
G04 LT I MCT:rGHB 
P04 ..... I ___ .... 

CONCUR: SHOWN TO'ADNSG: OTC Mt:HRV 

M/R G GROUP/ RKlUP::ITED US.S LIBERTY •s OPERATI!1'G AREA BE CHAIDED 
FROM OP AREA 3 TO OP AREA 2 TO SATISFY TASKING ~UIREMENTS, 

P.L. 86-36 

.Jo · 05n1/29 ~ £t -
"~' 

t>To 29201JZ M#.Y . SECRE.T 

IBUTION 

K 
K]_ 

YJ.2 
G 
GOh 
GG 
G7 
POI+ 
P~~ 

ADN 
DIR 
ADP 
AD?tlG 

• 

• 
~AOIC 



-·r--.. L~J!l"',~i.~~1:--~Q__~~~, ~/~/7~1r1;--
l'INF0: JCS "V '-' tf<A · 

CNO 
, C INCLANT 

CINCLANTFTT 
DIRNSA 
DIRNAVSECGRU 
ASSTDIRNAVSECGRU 
CINCUSNAVEUR 
IJIRNAVSECGRULANT 
COMSERVL.ANT 
COMSERVRON EIGHT, 
UUCINCEUR 
NF<J 10 
NS A EUR 
DIRNAVSECGRUEUR 
COMFAIRMED 
CTF SIX ZERO 
CTF SIX FOUR 
NAVCOMMSTA MOROCOO 

e e fl F I ~ E H T I A L 
JCS PASS TO JRC 

USCINCEUR PASS TO JRC 

Cil!Cl..ANT PASS TO JRC 

SITREP/POSIT 

A. USCINCEUR 061'1-0Z JUN 67 CNOTAL) 

1. 070800Z5 POSIT 33-06N2 2B-54E9o PIM 109/16.5 UNTIL 

072300'.Z, TKENCE STATIONARY 'llITHIN 30NM OF 31-45N3 33-311lE9, 

2. SUBSEQUENT PIM/S!TREP \!/ILL BE SUBMITTD AS Of' 0s00zs· ... 

IN REF A. 
- ,,.. 

k 1 
a· 
02 
GG 
GT 
PO~~ 

POlt 
P2 ·' 
ADP 
DIR 
AJ)NSG 

r~P-4-======================..,,=======-=======-=-========+=======~ 
~-''"'" IEl't ~ELEA9!Nc; 01".,.ICEFt "'ELEASED Jt.T (ZCJ 

TW I EJH 
DOCUMENT MAJlUUNG PAG£ 

1 o~ 

SECURITY CLAS.91fi'ICATION 

,·'·,'·r;=J .. ao 

AQI 

.... C.I WR, 

.2. 115 
AGO HR. 

OTO 

1 

DTG CO~(FIO:ENTIJ .. L ¢1¢qqiez 
P.L. 86-36 

a_ 
I< 



-~ 
... 

~· 
--II. -

~,4 UI 
Ii" UI 
.. ·1 cC 
~ .. .J • 1 u L~· t t ' . I 

. ' •• -1 
:... JI ,, . I 

~:1 ·1 c 
~ '~ II.I 
~- IL 
~. -
'.- ·' Ul 

Ul . ' l cC 
'~ .J 
~:- I u 

" '"I 
: I 

"1 .. i 
'•3.",,. ,, 
' ' ;., 
~'. 

!( 
:• 
" 
U[ ... 
!•, 

... 
~·' '.. c 
lit. .. II.I 
!1 IL 
I ;.-~ -
~'" Ul 
" " Ul ~.' 
;";J cC 
" .J 
' ... u .. 

r .. -
µ_ 
~:· . 
H· ... " 
' 1: 

·:J 
" c ,. 
; 

" 
I' 
' 

.~' ' 

;~ 

·~ ; .. 
'.( 
~ 

·=-
' 

rl , .. 
. , . 

'·I i 

" 1 " . ;: J 
·" '] 

· .. : .· 

'F'. D.11?9 
nD p p:1>111e 
'l"' P 1:'.".T" 
""v rcr.rr. 
n lll'7'>?:'1"'? ·'"" ,, 7 
,,. ., .Ir." 
TO Plll:'Pql( /Her. Tll!r;:11P 
n1i:oo ?Ill:'.''~ Al\/rll!O 
?!11:'.i)~!I( A/r.T""l..11'11' 
1' 111'11•!1( 11/ r. T!l,1,.1_ 11 ~l'T'l:'L T 
Pll'lt 'l(l)~p1r11c:'11111 i::11P 
n I l'T'r>n,. •• "T '('!'\II:'!_ 1' 
""'"i::r.p r ,,. "' 
'l>!1'1l:'r1> " l__T!'lt::PTV 
'I> 111:'"1 A<;/ 'II:>" A'-' A 'C'."'I> 
Pll<"MAC:/'111"'1\l:'llf' l')<"f." f''C'.P"'ll''V 
Pll!='.Pl11C:/OT'l>'1C:t\ -
R nr.r l(C:A/DT Pl\1 AV "'i::rr.l')rr 
'I> !Ir, T 4C: A/ 11 n TR'11W "1'r. r,p I I -
Rlll:'.!:ll\11(A/11TRll!llllC:~rr1'•~All!T 

'I> f!i:"l"q II! I\ /'l T P'1 AV C:1"r"rlP! l'T'f •1P 
q'T' 

)."/ 

Prrc 

ii'" f 
! ···~, r· ·- -.. 

I, iJ 1(1 • T T) ". T1 • T l: T.~ lr'C 7 ~-' 7 .t-.3 S~~11')~ 

e11q,J: II"" I_ T'1<"P~V (11) 

'1>1;'.1": ,Jl'C: "7'JIJ/'1'1 io;iio;". ····~· 1''7 
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~ 1 zczccc1267 
< ) ZKZK ZZ ZI I RNI DEZZ RUEPCR t ~0 OC RUEOHRA91'55 1'5912l64'5 
t_ ·_JW ZNY SSSSS ZOV RllEOHRA REROUTE OF RUTPRC 12l82 1581503 
f, ~ii: CZCRHA055 flu; "'' 'OOOOOZFTS JAW RUCIASAl2l929 1'5912l627-SSSS--RUEOHRA, 
If l (J) ~~ SSS SS ZFD RUTPRRC 12l212l 1'59052'5 

j:) ZZ RUEPJS RUENAAA RUTPRO RUFPBK RUFPBW RUEPCR 
;;: : U DE RUTPRC 09!2 1')R15 lll:i. 
' i ZNY SSSSS -
; .l a::o 07183z JuN ~---

; l 0 ~ ~e~~~~~j~~ T 
illl INFO RUENAAA/CNO 
1 ii: RUTPRO/C INCUSNAVEUR 
1- RUFPBK/USC I NCEUR 

1· , (I) RUFPBW/C I NCUS AFE 
•• _! ~ RUEPJS/D I A 

i' , _J RUEPCR/NSA 
I U BO'< 
l SE9RET 
j A, CONSIXHFLT 070626Y JUN 67 

> ' 1, THIS .AMPLIFIES REF A, 
i" t'o 2. PRIOR TO ~'52i;J1'5E JUN 67 SIXHFLT AIRCRAFT WERE ENGAGED IN NORMAL 
ji ' W IRA IN I NG OPERATIONS IN THE SEA OF CRETE AFD SOUTH OF THE \\ES TERN 
, .. - END OF CRETE. NO AIR OIERATIONS WERE AUTHORIZED EAST OF LAT ~0E OR 
t ~!::WITHIN HHl MILES OF THE EGYPTIAN COAST. THESE RESTRICTIONS 
' l!Jl PROVIDED A MINIMUM APPROACH DISTANCE FOR AIRCRAFT TO THE COASTS OF 
i -~(J) ISRAEL AND SYRIA OF NO LESS THAN 240 MILES AND TO THE 
,i 1 j COAST OF EGYPT FROM ALEXANDR I A WEST OF NO LE SS THAN Hl;J MI LES. _!_T 

;, 10 
r.·~ 

j ·1 PAGE TOWO RUT PRC 0f?2 !! !"'. i"5 I\ I!: I 
~·-. ~iQ 0'52015Z JU"I 67 THEOPERATING AREA FOR SIXTHFLT UNITS WAS EXPANDED 
; -~Lil To INCLUDE ALI OF THE EASTERN MEO EXCEPT THAI NO OPERATIONS. " 
! -,,J- EIGHTER SURFACE OR I REP MITED !THIN 1012l MILES OF ISRAEL, 
, ,,~!!:; CYPRUS, 

l<n 3, ON 5 MAY BOTH CARRIERS WERE OPERATING IN POSITIONS WHICH WERE 
f; :tn IN EXCESS OF 400 MILES FROM ISRAEL OR SINAI. FLIGHT OPERATIONS 
'· ·'j4: ON AMERICA WERE CONDUCTED FROM 0915Z UNTIL 1235Z AND ON SARATOGA 
:; :..J FROt..l 0828z UNTIL 1313z. FLIGHT NZXCATIONS WERE CONDUCTED FOR 

! .lU TRAINING PURPOSES AND WERE ROUTINE IN ALL ASPECTS, ON 6 JUN 
t< );,J LIMITED AIR OPERATIONS WERE CONDUCTED DURING THE DAY FOR ROUTINE 
.f ; ~POSES. NO NIGHT OPERATIONS WERE CONDUCTED BY EITHER CARRIER, 
1- ~ ALL SIXTHFLT CVA PILOTS WHO PARTICIPATED IN AIR OPERATIONS 
, "•j 5 AND 6 JUN HAVE BEEN OUERIEO CONCERNING THEIR TRACK LINES , ·.t ANY VOICE NOMMUNICATIONS EITHER TRANSMITTED OR RECEIVED. AT 
, J REPEAT NO TIME WERE THE AIRSPACE ~ESTRICTIONS SET FORTH IN PARA 

' • r~"/ 

· ·• 1, ABOVE VOi LATED, I.E., ON '5 JUN NO SIXTHFLT CVA AIRCRAFT 
--~ APPROACHED THE ISRAEL OR SINAI COASTLINE CLOSER THAN 2412l MILES 

•; j ANO ON 6 JUN NO SIXTHFLT CVA AIRCRAFT APPROACHED THE tSRAEL, SYRIA 
' ffi E_GYPT _COASTLINES CLOSER THA'J 100 MILES, TRA-Clt:S' FLOW!ll fiERE 

1, ~l ACTUALLY FARTHER FROM ISRAEL/SYRIA/EGYPT THAN THE ABOVE LIMITl'JG 

.J 

01 



Cl ·w 
- PAGE THREE RUTPRC 0~2 & I! 8 R E T 

)~FIGURES. DURING THESE FLIGHTS NO REPEAT NO SIXTHFLT PILOT EITHER 
u1 TRANSMITTED OR RECIEVED ANY RADIO TRANSMISSIONS FROM STATIONS 
!~ EITHER IN OR UNDER THE CONTROL OF ANY COUNTRY IN THE MIDEAST 

. j~ ENGAGED IN THE CURRENT CONFLICT, EITHER DIRECTLY OR INDIRECT(Y 
'U BY RELAY, IN SHORT, ON 5 AND 6 JUN NO SIXTHFLT AIRCRAFT OVERFLEW 
I ISRAEL, SYRIA, OR EGYPT ANO NO COMMUNICATIONS WERE ESTABLISHED 

~.· ':) BY SIXTHFLT PILOTS WITH ANY RADIO STATIONS CONTROLLED OR UTILIZED 
. • BY ANY OF THESE COUNTRIES. 

'' 10 5, NO FLIGHT OPERATIONS ARE SCHEDULED FOR 7 JUN FOR EITHER ;,· .lw SARATOGA OR AMERICA, THE LIMITATIONS SET FORTH IN PARA 1 
,. '• ) ii: ABOVE CONT I NUE IN EFFECT, 

.~- Cf2 3 
; lO BT 
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DTG 080110Z 

FROM: JCS/JRC 

SUBJECT: USS LIBERTY 

TOP SECRET 

REF: Ao JCS 7337, 072230Z JUN 67 

B. COMSIXTHFLT 071503Z JUN (NOTAL) 

1. CANCEL REF A, 

2, REQUEST LIBERTY COMPLY NEW OPS AREA DEFINED LAST SENTENCE PARA 2, REF B 

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, I.E., NOT CLOSER lliAN 100 NM TO ISRAEL, SYRIA, EGYPT 

AND 25 NM TO CYPRUS • 

. TOP- SECRET 



8 J=e 1967 

MEMORA?IOOM J'OR '.llIB RECORD: 

SUN: Positioning of the lB8 Liberty 

Operating area for the lBS Liberty was initially specified. by 
JCS Message to USCINCBUR (IYro '1U545Z, Bef•renoe 1) 'lihloh defined 
area as south of 32-00N and. between 33-00I: and 34-00B with a cPA 
to UAR •t 12. 5 miles and CPA to Israel •t 6. 5 miles. 'l'his message 
pral\l'ted tbe phone call from Kl2. to JCS/;rw; of 5 June (Reference 2). 
JCS/JRC coneideration of s oonce b refi•c~d in :Reference 3. 
The 11.Ction taken by JCS vas to ae a message (D'ro '7223'1Z - copy 
not avail.able in NBA) instructing. rence to. a cPA off UAR of 20 NM 
and. a C1'A. off Israel of 15 II)!. X IX'lfil'LT meuage issued previously 
(DTG '71563Z - copy not availab in NaA) established diffe:rent cP.l 1s. 
JCS sent another message (D'l'G 0110Z, Deference 4), which cancelled 
their 07223ez and reg_ues IBRT'I compJ4 with new ops area defined. 
in the OCMill'JliFLT men until further fiotice. .This area was not 
further defined by co nates but was •not cloeer than lllfl NM to 
Israel, Syria and E t and. 25 miles to Cyprus.• 

Inels: 
a/s 

ftlC!fllfS r.tA eeMtlil awu&US ONLI 

SECRE i'. 

0 



SECRET. 

Memorandum for the Record 8 June 1967 

IUring the morning 05 June, Messrs Harvey and Sheck, Kl2, contacted 
JCS/JRC by phone, and discussed with Mr. John Conne~, NSALO to JCS/JRC, 
the CPA closest point of approach of 12.5 miles off UAR which JCS had 
authorized for USS Liberty, The purpose of the phonecon was to ascertain 
if any change to the approved track and CPA would be made because of the 
commencement of hostilities. We reminded Mr. Connell that experience in 
1962 during the Cuban crisis, the USS Oxford was withdrawn a considerable 
distance from its normal operating area off Havana. Mr. Connel stated 
that he did not know of any change to be made, but that he would check 
and advise if any change was contemplated. 
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