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This is a taﬁed interview with Prescott Currier, 14 April
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SCHORRECK : The first questibn Captain was how and when did you entér
the COMINT business?
CURRIER: Gee, I entered the COMINT business in 1932, I startéq';
for the Naval Academy and dozed out of the Navy AcadeﬁyQ,:
and they asked.me what I wanted to do next so I had, sd”i,;._
Qent in as an'enlisted man. And, a, so I went to:Radibi
School and then‘I became one of the first intércépt--
opérators and.went to Station C at Olongopo, the Philippihesf*
It was there that I met Lieutenqnt Wenger, who was Flee€
Intelligence Officer. And when I came back, aftér I
finished my obligatofy service I came back and registefedrﬁ
at Dartmoutﬁ. Then they_sent me a 1iEt1ern6te énd said;
"Would you mind coming to Washington to wofk?“ whiéﬁ I

did. So I actually stayed, it was only, it was a hiatus
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something on the order of possibly three months and I
came here in about October '35, I guess.

SCHORRECK : Um hum.

CURRIER: And I, shortly thereafter I got a commission in the
Reserve, but I worked as a civilian froﬁ 1935 untii
October 1940, with a Reserve Commission and then I went
on activevduty in 1940 and in December of 194Q, toward
the end ovaecember, I was one of the four who went to
England and méde the first contact with GCCS._ Bovaeeks
énd I and Abe Sinkov and Leo Rosen were the four that
went--two from the Army and two from the Navy. We spent

three months in England.

SCHORRECK : | Were you familiar with the, with the Commandér Safford?
CURRIER: Ah yes, he was, of yes, yeah.

SCHORRECK: And his corﬁespondence‘Courses? *

CURRIER: Yeah ah, familiar in that, that I knew that they éxisted.

I don't recall ever having taken any, however; I didn't .

think they were necessary. They seemed sort of a waste

of time.

<SCHORRECK:' Did you run across many people at this time, for;instanpe,
Rochefort?

CURRIER: Well, Rochefort was...

SCHORRECK:  Rochefort and Wenger.

CURRIER: Yeah, well, of course, Rochefort was in Pearl all the

time. He was, as far as I know, never in Washington, but
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the people who were, who were there in the '30s, I mean

Jack Holtworth (Probably Holt-wick. ~ W. Day) and Kramer

-'who was a translator and Eddie P1erce a translator,

linguists. It was rather an odd arrangement as you may
know at that time that OP-20-G and ONI had an arrangement
on the intelligence side under which ONI supplied the
translators. And they were the 1ntelllgence channel from-'
OP- 20-G‘gnd'ONI, and the only one. So the language_
gfficqs were ‘all supplied by ONI and in addition to that,
there were three linguists hired by OP-20-G--Fred Woodruff,
who's still here, Phil Cate, who léft the Agency sort of
under a cloud, not a very sérious one, and a’Seventh Days
Adventist Missionary named Hollis Howard.

Linwood Howeth? |

No, not, no, no, no, this was, this was a Seventh#Day»

Adventist Missionary. No it wasn't...He was the third

linguist and the three linguists at that time, who wére'

h1red and pa1d by oP-20-G worked on the dlplomatlc system.

‘That was in the period '35 through 1940.

In this early perlod, what systems were worked on a
current basis and what wsrked? |

well, it's difficult to say. You have to define current,
but, in the main all of the diplomatic systéms.were'wbrkea
almost on a current basis. The Naval Systems, of course,

were much larger and, therefore, with few exceptions,
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were not really worked on a current basis. I take that
back, I take that back. In principle, Navy Administrative
' Systems were worked on a current basis, and even with a
small number of people it wasn't all that difficult to.
solve the transpositions and, the codes, as I recall,
were all one—part; so that the recovéry was'notvall that
‘difficult. Now they were, they were -being worked‘pretty
much on a current basis, but the principal éource of
valuable ithrmation came from the Naval Attache and that
was...There were three different systems. Ali of which T
worked on. The Red machine, which was the modified Kryha,
and there were two Naval Att&che systems—--one of which V
turned out to be a version of .something called the Hei
Code which was their materi§1 system, but they handled
alJ;er, all the Japanese Attache material on theffécﬁhiéal
side which in—this,vin a Vefsioh:ih that particulér'ééde,

an enormous book, 500 pages. I can remember discovering

.thing, quite by chance. This gave us a leg up... ~it'was.
much easier then. Then’there wére several ﬁinof‘attacﬁe
sysFéms that nowadays would take them in five minutes if
you wanted to. As a matter of fact, they weren't reaily
very difficult. I don't remember precisely what7i'éid,. ’
but I remember reading them. One of thémAwas~on a, made

up in the form of a disk, it was used to encipher code
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in which the middle digit was fixed and this sort-of made
things pretty easy.

In these early days when onée, once the, of course OP-20-G
was functioning as an analyti ﬁgl center, and once Pearl
Harbor was created 1ﬁ 1936/:;'Corregldor as Intelllgence

Centers, who tasked the Intelligence Centers as to what,.

‘systems they would concentrate on?

Nobody, nobody, I say nobody. There‘wasn't a cenfral
tasking service, if you will, théeonly.requirement.was 3
£hat information be produced on the Japanese Navy.»_You

see it was a one-country, one-service war. And there was
no doubt in anyone's mind as to precisely what thef shdﬁld_
do. There wasn't any question 6f having mofe than 6ne 
job--there was oﬁe job. You read all the JapanesevN§§y¥

traffic you can. *

‘Regardless of what system it was sent in?

Yeah, but there weren't that many systems.

Well I mean as opposed...to the Red machihe.

‘The Red machine was diplomatic and Naval attache but it -

was done for the same reason and got the same kind'of }'
information that you would horﬁally get from diplomatié‘
traffic. As a matter of fact, some of the.moét iﬁtéresting
mater1a1 came out of the Red machlne. I ﬁean the'two“ |
really phenomenal spy stories, 37 - 36 and 37 "Agent K",

tell me more on both--we built up the entire case out of
775&7 (ropuura /
775W£i 7
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the Red machine because we read the traffic currently,
most of it. Enough of it so that there was no problem.

But to go back to who tasked...told whom to do what? It
‘was left pretty much up to the intercept station themselves
as to how they would go about copying the traffic,iand

they didn't have any tasking, they didn't have any set
-system»fqr arfiving at what material was needed. They
simply copied everything they could énd it was up to the
station commqnders and the operators themselvesvto devise
théir own system for intercepting all fhe material that

was on the air. Everything that they could get. So

that, so that the...over the period from say 1932 through
1937 or '38, they gradually developed a systém for
determining what the freguency use of the fleets and

shore stations was an6 they knew what their sdheduieé, 
‘were and they knew what kind of traffic passed,atfwhaﬁ
timés. And tﬁe big intéfest all during the '30s was; of
course, the Japanese maneuvers—--the so-called "Qrénge
‘maneuvers.," .Ahd it was up to tﬁe intercept stations to '
get all the material that they could and there was no';
question of being told--copy this system on this circuit;f
because this is what we're interested in. There was no‘;  
way of determining, in advance, precisely; what material

would be passing on those circuits. And it was a much -

more primitive time, as you must know, because, all
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communication was hand sent Morse--all of it. Thaf's all
there was. So that it Qas, it was a good deal less and

it was, it was a much slowef—paced period.

Then the Intelligence Center would simply process whatever
the intercept station turned over to them? |

The Intelligence Centers would, yes, thaf's yes that's
essentially correct. All the intercgpted'material was
sent into the, to Pearl and to Washington. ‘There was ho
attempt, that I can recall, of ever trying to prevéntf'
Auplication of effort. It was considered at the time and
for some time after, that as being very worthwhile. It
encouraged, it encouraged competition. And there Qas
surprisingly little wasted effort, feally, ih spite of -
this traffic. The resulﬁs were exchanged.so that evef?éné;
knew what everyone elée was doing and whilé ohvsome;'.

certain occasions, certain of the material might be

duplicated. There wasn't very much. And there was,'aé-I-_‘ '

recall, an informal arrangement for certain traffic being

‘'worked on by Washington, certain by Pearl and so on.

So that, there wasn't even as much duplication as you.
might otherwise suspect.

Yeaﬁ, I can, I have a document that states that when =
Commander Rochefort was sent to Pearl Hérbor in 194d;4l,~
that he was sent the code personally by Commander_Safford

to start emphasizing the JN25.
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CURRIER: Yeéh, um hum,

SCHORRECK: And so, it's been confusing, somewhat confusing in my
 mind as to who was, who was'trying to concentrate on
what? And, of course, Mr. Raven said, during the war
that the Corregidor unit énd which later evacuated to
Melbourne, were somewhat specialists in the ﬁinor systems.

CURRIER: Ah, yeah, To a degree they were, but many of the miﬁor
systems were never worked fully, simply because there
were neither .people br time. And the amountvofvinformation“
in the minor systems, was so much less than in the JN25 |
system so that, almost without exception, all three areas,
FRUPAC, FRUMEL, and NEGAT all worked on the same méteriél.
And there was intense competition tb get it but first,
and I've never regretted'the‘fact that, while there wés}a
certain amount of dupfication, nobody realiy belieVéd

k'anY6hérelse on codé group récb&eries. Aﬁything that
FRU?AC insisted was correct, would never be bélieved by
anybody in Washington. And if they put...there was a
‘system for desiéhating validities for code grou§ reCovefies,
a guess was, let's see a guess for FRUPAC was an "M" and
confirmed value was an “H" andAWaShington was a "W" as
confirmed and an "N" was a guess. I've‘forgotten what
FRUMEL had...they had two other letters, But everybody
insisted on confirming everybody else's recoveries.

Nobody trusted anybody else. But it was good, it worked,
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and I think that, not very much was lost because it was,

fove/
of course, a twentQQHg;r operation, a non-stop for four

'years. So that there was no question, really of, of

iwasting effort. The only thing that happened was that

there was a certain amount of disagreemént and acfimony
developed, particularly between FRUPAC and NEGAT, and
there woqld be a difference of opinion on translations
every now and then, and)ifvit was serious)then ‘they
would start séreaming at one another. \

I'd like to come back to that a little later, if I could.
Again, prior to Pearl Harbor in OP-20-G in Washingtén,
I'm trying to get, if I can, a reconstruction of what
happened to a message when it came into WasHington.,:HQw
itrgotrthere, what happened té it when it did get the?e?
Most of the traffic that came into Washington; camé in by
mail. It was bundled and sent in by.regu1ar mail.

Were you recéiving fromvBainbridge now at this time?/

This is prior to Pearl Harbor.

-Yeah, yeah.

And both FRUPAC and Corregidor? -

Yes, there was no question, some traffic just beere:the-j
war, began to come in electrically but most of it was
sent in by mail and it didn't make any difference-hqw
long it took because up until the lést few minutes.l.

Um hum.
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CURRIER: . FRUPAC, well, FRUMEL didn't exist. Corregidor and FRUPAC
early on, worked on the traffic they copied and all_that
the traffic that came into Washington, so that they had
an opportunity to work on the intercepts almost immediately,
and Washington did not--not in the early period, ahyway{

As a matter of fact, all during the '30s, I_thinkﬂzprobably
the emphasis in Washington, in OP-20-G was on Naval |
Attache and diplomatic traffic. And as you”probably

know, there yas an arrangement with the Army whereby we
toek one day and they took another in diplomatic,
particularly on Purple, but on the lower grade_diplomatic
systems, where a lot of extremely interesting, valuable
information was, we did pretty much'every day. On the
Nayai Attache, of course,twe dig aii we eould all thef v
time. All the Naval Attache traffic came in electrlcally..
You see, it was, it was...I'd say all ‘of it, I guess all

of it didn't, but an awful lot of it did. Much of it'was v,-v

copied at Winter Harbor,. Everythlng that was sent on the -

-t
-international fadio circu1ts, ‘which most of it was,_by"

the way-—-almost all of it. Soﬁe of that came in. vy
electrically. Some of it was drop copy which we got from )
New York, which was very easy to get. Let's see, where |
else did we have it coming from? Most of'it came from

Winter Harbor. All of the European and Atlantic stuff

did.
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What role was Cheltenham playing at that time?

I don't remember very much about Cheltenham before the

war. It was a radio station, but I can't tell you very
much about it because I don't, it never, it never occupied
a prominent position in anything that I had anything to

do with anyway.

I'm very, very puzzled by something which--I don't want

to jump Around——but, when tﬁe decisidn»was made ih March

of 1942 for OP-20-G to begin analytical processing of
current Japaﬂese Naval systems...

Right.

I was puzzled as to whére they were getting their intercept
from.

Everywhére. This Qas, this ydu should be able to get
prétty well laid‘out.’_Chariie Ford;'who has died siﬁce;

I think wrote up a good history of all that GY, no it{ |
wasn't GY, yeéh, wait a minute...

GYP17?

Yeah GYP1.

He goes into the systems, but we're not sure where they

came from.

(f‘.ql." ‘ ) _
Yeah, but the traffic handled. All of the material--

separate circuits were set up, and on which all material
was sent to everybody, all intercepted material and it

came in from Pearl, and from Bainbridge and we got
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material from Australia too. Trying to think, where

else?

Before the war?

"Ah no, I'm talking really now about after the war started.

Yeah. But it was all copiable and almost all of the

traffic of any importance was copied_énd’sent in and it

-all came in electrically. And there was special circuits

set up to handle it, and théy were'dédicated circuits and -
they did nothing but handle traffic twenty-four hours a
day. And thé same circuits also handled all of the
outgoing--recovery--code récovery—-additivé recoveries.
This was all highly mechanized and it was a regular
assembly line--hundreds of Waves.

This is what i need to find some more information aboqt—-.
the circuits that weré‘c;eatéd; . -
Yeah, well, Charlie Ford wrote all that up and itfs around
somewhere. A

We had a very interesting-;a very disturbing experience-—'

twelve boxes of material were recalled from Crane in

1962.

Um hum.

We've only recovered three or four and the peSt of thgt
stuff was given out to people.

What was it? Do you know? Do you remember?
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SCHORRECK . We don't know all--we don't know all the, all the things
" that were in there.' There were, we thlnk there were A
some very good material in there, and they just. d& r§$d““'

it out among friends when it got back here.

CURRIER: I don't recall, I don't recall that a...

SCHORRECK:: Oh we know who it was. We know who recalled it. Well if
I could get back a minute. |

CURRIER: Yeah. -

SCHORRECK s Mr. Raven said that the organizationvof OP-20-G itself,

| with the creation of all the differentvsub—sections,
really grew out of the Purple Watch.

CURRIER: Ah. . o s MmMmM?

SCHORRECK : From the standpoint that they had to do a 1ot of things‘f‘
themselves and then as more people came 1n these funct1ons
were turned over and created separate sub-sections. -

CURRIER: - Yeah, T wouldn't, I wouldn't agree that it grew out Qf
the Purple Watch because there was another watch long
before there was a Purple Watch. Particularly what became
,eventually the GZ watch desk was’R;sae Mason and me.
That's all there was. By the way, Admiral Mason;is stiila
alive, although he had a 1aryngg€g;;. He talks but with
some sllght d1ff1cu1ty. I don't know if anyone's told

you about him or not.

SCHORRECK We, we knew about that.

13
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And Rufe Taylor, Admiral Taylor, who's now in South
Carolina, he retired. His last job was, was Deputy CIA.

He had been ONI, but he is a man who, he was a Japanese

"linguist. He went to Corregidor, served at Pearl. He

spent most of his time right here in Washington. That is

the last two years. He will be able to give you an

.enormous amount of first-hand information., He was also

in charge’of‘the.Navy TICOM-business fight after the
bombing survey.

Um hum. H

In September '45‘with Admiral Austin (?). He and Fred
Woodruff. |

We want to get to Fred Woodruif before it's too late too.
How did this evolve? How did the subsections evolve?:

That was done quite by.desigﬁ. I mean, up until the time

-we moved out to Nebraska Avenue in February 1943,jwe_wére

very cramped for space, of éourse, and in the sixth Wingvi ,f*

of the Navy Department, we had almost a ludicrousiy small

~amount of space allotted to each group. And the material

and the watches that were seﬁ dp, in what became Gz, it
was not GZ then, it was...Lord only knows»what...I ddhi£l
know, I'm not even...

GY probably.

No, it wasn't GY. I'm not sure it even had a name or a

title. If it is, if we did have, I'vé forgotten. Rosie
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Mason and I set up that watch desk and we put a cot in
the office and one or-the other was there twenty-four

‘hours a day for the entire time until we moved out to

- Nebraska Avenue, in February '43.

SCHORRECK: We saw some organizational charts that were created in
1935,

CURRIER: Um hum. v _

SCHORRECK: And we kﬁow that there was.a GS,Aand a GC and a G¥.

CURRIER: Yeah, that's right there were. | ‘

SCHORRECK : And that...wére these real?

CURRIER: Yeah.

SCHORRECK: or were, was it a few people doing all this?

CURRIER: Oh it was, it was a fe& people, but‘it was_feal enoﬁgh.

For instance, the...in the '130s there were maybe four N
cr&ptanalysts and four iangﬁage officéfs and threéiéiVEiiah*
linguists. That was about it. As we apprQachéd'élbgef  .
to the '40s, we gradually got in additional people‘ahd 3
when it was obvidus that there was going to be»a"War,
‘which was onioﬁs in 1939,'we”sl6wly bégén to céll_in.'
reservists. vAmong the first that came was Raven]vﬁyhn!
Brotherhood, Bobby Lee, Chisholm. - I think they all éaﬁe'
in 1940. The first three that came together were Raygn}‘
Bobby‘Lee and Lynn. . They all came toéethér. Theh_,'
Brotherhood and Chisholm, I think came along a 1ittle'

later, but I wouldn't be absolutéiy certain. This is,
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this is all a matter of record...check on it, if you need

to check on it, at all. And then ONI recalled some former‘

‘language officers, some who had beehﬁto language school

~in Tokyo, but were not now serving as linguists. They

were going, they were back in their regular duties'és
naval officers. Most of them—-tﬁree of them——turnedvout'
to be less than valuable. They didn't really know what::.
end was up, and it turned out that they wére'more'in thé
way than they were used, so Rosie simply wouidn't have
anything to dé with them at all. And I was, at the.timé,

sort of self-taught, but I had reached a pbint where at

least he thought I was useful, and so he and I just did .

most of it ourselves that first seven months.
How was a meséage processed when it first was picked up

in OP~20-G, when it was first receiVed? What were the,

_do-.you recall the steps that were done--done to'it?' j 

Well, it depehded pretty much on which system it was in.

All of the diplomatic systems were typed up és théylcame

R

'in, whether by mail or otherwise,)and>mhéh of it was by .

mail, of course. That which came from Pearl-—from Wintér,
Harbor--came...That came by_mail,;too. There wasn't aﬁy,
electrical from Winter Harbor in the '30s that I éan'_.

rehember. But we did get material th;t was,nb mdte;thaﬁ 

two days old--some of it older, but most of it around two

or three days old. Most of it came by mail. It .came in
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and was identified as to system, which was very simple
because there was an indicator on it. It was then typed

up by hand in a format and given to the Japanese linguists
who were doing the diplomatic recovery. If the system was
one which had been worked on, and recovéred such values

as were known were filled in and then_additional rechery
work was done. It didn't take all that time to complete
most of it in minor systems. And then the chart was madei:'
out with the recovered values on it and each of, the
lingJists, tﬁe linguists and translators and bodk breakers,
and intelligence analysts, if you will, all in one. As
soon as that work was done, each message that Could be
filled in... When the recovery reached the stage in

which it was profifable to £ill in by hand.some Of'thé

Vvalues that were recovered, this was done by one or. two

of fact, I_think, originally, there may have been two
later on, who, when the messages were typed up, filled in.
‘the values that were recovered. But, you must;underétandb
there wasn't that much traffic and it might_have:beén.;.maYbe
50 or 60 messages a day and not much more than tﬁ&t. |
Was -there an extensive use of machines during.this period?’
Yeah. The only machines that we had were Ehe IBM sorter,
collator. They used those machines for most of the lafger

naval systems in that they simply made up runs which allowed
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the book breakers to work on the material more readily,

- that is pretty much, nothing but runs on code groupings

and that was about the extent of it. They did, they did

-certain other things, of course, but mostly listing--

listing, collating, and printing--that was really'about
the extent of it. The machine room wasn't any bigger

than this room. It grew, of course, but in the early--in

the mid-'30s it was no bigger than this foom. There were

something like four people on it.

What was thelattitude of the higher authoritiés, regular
naval officers, toward COMINT in this period?

Well, of course,.I would-~the majority of them didnlt
really understand it, some of them didn't believe it. '
All of'ﬁhe material was sent ﬁo ONI, and nét to the Fieef -

directly. It was, to-a aegree, compartmented,»as it

- _became later on. There was a special group in ONI that i

handled it. Of the Japanese Red material, that is the

naval attache material--the Red machine, this was‘handiéd;-

specially. The diplomatic material was typed up, and

handled énd delivered to ONI especially, and thence'toﬂ
the White House and various_other:places. As faf éé
naval officers, individually of concern ana commaﬁd a;
sea, they had even up until now, had véry'little qonpéct: 
with it. And it wasn't until, well, I guess, yeah>by thé

mid-'30s each of the fleef‘inéélligence officers had

18
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been indoctrinated and was aware of what was going on and
was pretty much in sympathy with the program as such, and

knew it's value and was able to intérpret to his commander

or to the senior intelligence officer the material that

was sent him, especially, and it was sent in a special

system.

But was it difficult to get the tactical commanders to

accept it?
I can't answer that question, first-hand information. - In

the main, no; I don't think it was not really; There

.were a good many who didn't understand it or know how it

was obtained, and they felt a little taken aback at beihg
told that they couldn't be told what it was coming
from...but beyond that I think, in the m#iﬁ,jthe gfea£' 
méjority of them, ves, they écceptéd it ahd ﬁhéy accééiéd
their -intelligence officer’'s work. I imagine...ifm‘“}  “
guessing,.that if there had been a conflict between hafd
intelligence and COMINT,'they might have been inclined to .
take the hard ihiéﬁii&ence, as béing a little bit beﬁteg,
source than the COMINT. They hadn't learned yet;fhat ig”
was usually the other way around. | N
So that in the early period before Pearl Harbor, ﬁhe »
major disseminator of informaﬁion to Higﬁer:le§els woulds:

have been ONI?




DOCID: 4256019  —TOP-SEGREL

CURRIER:

SCHORRECK:

CURRIER:

SCHORRECK:

CURRIER:

Yeah, yeah. They would, in the main, they would have.

In fact, they were the only...in the early days, in 1930

from 1930 thru 1939, probably, they were just about the

 ohly channel.

There was a closer relationship than I had thought between
ONI.ssew |

well, it wasn't that,lwell, you see, you're confusing,
not confusing, but there were two periods ﬁhat were
completely different. One was the périod up to the war
and the othef was the period after the war, wﬁeh ONI as a
central washington organization was really cut out of the
tactical picture and everything went direct. But this
was quite a different organization.:

Right. As we move‘closer to fearl Harbor énd actually B
geﬁ involved in the, in the attack on Pearl Harbor, théfe
have been rumors which we've heard from time to time, 
that at the time, after December 7, there were rumors

circulating in Washington, that our COMINT people in

Pearl Harbor had been deceived byjthe'Japanese practiceu

of radio deception in the attack. Had you heard that
rumor? )
Yeah, it's not true. 1It...I have never yet seen 6ne_
piecevof hard evidence or talked to aﬁyone who was at

Pearl at the time who said that anything like this ever

happened. I think the story began to gain a qertain
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currency after the war as a result of éertain of the
material that came from the Japanese themselves after,
right at the end of the war--between August and December
-"45, I can't be sure of this, but I've seén_in Japanese,
several stories about how the Japanese fooled the'Americans.‘
I don't recall ever having any of this happen to me and I
never saw any material which as far as i waé concerned
was ever anything but genuine, and didn't in fact turn.
out to be so. Now this doesn't mean that there wereh'tlﬂ
cases of it,;énd if it happened before Pearl hafbor, and -
if it was done to an extent that did, in fact, éctﬁally
permit the Japanése to introduce false information intoAt
their communications and thereby mislead the*United 
States, then I don't know any£hing about it. |
SCHORRECK : We'haven't,gwe haQenft'seen anything. We just hear§' f
‘these rumoré. | | _ _ -
CURRIER: I doubt, ivdoubt very seriously and I honestly I_wouid'
think that many of those rumors may Qell have‘arisen
after the war as a result of Japanese published.métefial.
SCHORRECK ¢ If I couid ask one more question on this early’period?'
What was the relationshp.between.{.? There are iwb' A
relationships, really, I'd like to get to..,One_bétweéﬁ
communications people and intelligencé peopie,_and beéweéﬁ
regular Naval officers and reserve Naval officers,“ih

regard to COMINT.
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CURRIER: Well, in the very early '30s--well, in the '30s, OP-20-G,
| of course, was part of OP-20, and OPf20 was communications.

SCHOR%EC%:///,jggffja'Aﬁd the ranklof 0OP-20-G, in fhat early period,
Cuvyief "was either Lieutenant or Lieutenant Commander. The DNC

was always a Captain. All of the material and all of the

money which came to OP-20-G, camé thrpugh_DNC, but it was

a dedicated budgef and the money which was spent by OP-

20, by 0OP-20-G, in the‘name'of'OP-20; tovdo,such thingé

as buy material and set up intercept sﬁations and that

sort of thiné, was their own money to be Speﬁ£ és they

.saw fit. And the...I wasn't personally aware of the

budget making précess at that stage being relatively

junior, and not having to do anything with it, and I

woﬁldn't have wanted to if I had. The decision asrtoihowi,

muéh money ghould we speﬁd fbr wﬁat; was not détermihédE

~solely by DﬁC, it was determined by DNI and DNC tqgétﬁéf;' ﬁ”

at that level. |
SCHORRECK: But there, but there seemed to be a great deal more

vdecentfgiizatioh as far as OP-20-G's controlﬁof itsfdwn,

operation—--complete control-4had.nothing to do with,‘Qith

the administrative control exercised by OP-20 over théi

rest of OP-20fs...' |
CURRIER: No, none at all. We ran everyihing oﬁfselves,vall #he S£§£i§nsvf

were run entirely by OP-20 with money granted by 6P-20, i

actually, at the budget level.

22
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Did an antagonism develop between the communications
people, those who had come up within the COMINT business,

those in the actual COMINT business;'there were those who

“had come up through the communications system, and there

was those who came up through intelligence.

Yeah.

Was there any antagonism between these two?

No, no. There were a few péople who had sharp tongUes;
but no, there really wasn't. |

How about begﬁeen the regular and the reserveiofficers?
Well, there were no reserve officers around until 1940.
Right, at this later period?

Now, there were programs that were run, as you probably'
know, by OP-20-G fdr CVX reserve units, and that's'
Co@municatidn Volunteer Speéialists; In facﬁ, beforé‘if
was-CVX it Qas CVS. That's what I was. And that was run
as part of the reserve program. That portion of the CVS

program which had to do entirely with communlcatlons and

COMINT were run by OP-20-G. That portlon of the program

that had to do with regular thlngs such as taklng standard
Naval Reserve correspondence courses were run by the
Naval Reserve, and I took a lot of those too.’ But as far
aS'antagonism--no. Everyone knew thafAthosQ peoplelwered
already spoken for and they would not, except under

extraordinary circumstances, go into the regular




DOCID: 4256019  -ToPSEEREL

communication organization. They were to come into OP-20-G.
- And that's what their entire program was. That's the way
their'entire program was run.
SCHORRECK: -Let's return to that other thing a minute. It seemed as
though this business of decentralization, in the early
period it was...that field statidns were;largely operating

under their own discretion, as it were.

CURRIER: Yeah.
SCHORRECK Very little control from Washington?'
CURRIER: No, Washingtdn couldn't control them. They didn't have

the facilities for gathering the information in ofder

that they could éontrol them. You have to remémber that,
this was a one target, one-nation effort and the only

thing that had to be brought home to the ihtercept st;tiOn,
waé, that you copy all of the Japanése'traffic you can

find an§ sef up whatever is necessary, whatever systém ié'li;
necessary; in order to get most of it. Such as, for
instance, keeping tfack of all-frequencies, solving call

sign systems, establishing schedules between major

stations; and then cépying all the traffic.that_wasfsént

on the schedules, and by these means. And it waé relatkvely f
simple. In fact, there's nothing else reaily to it. o
There was no attempt on the part of aﬁyone in Washingﬁon 

or Pearl or anywhere else to analyze the materialjﬁhatv

had been sent back and after that analysis to send out
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CURRIER:

coverage control data to the stations. Except in rare
instances, there were neither people or time. And the
stations Qere doing quite well on théir own so there was
no need to.

As the war developed--had started and then developed--

within these first six months, what changes occurred in

your operations as a result of this decision to go?

Let me just go, I want to go out to gét é coke.

Yeah. |

(CURRIER LEAVES AND RETURNS)

If we can get ba¢k and say that when Washihgton made the
decision to go current, what changes did this cause in
your operation? |
Well, it didn't..;fhe oniy thing that it caused, was as’

far as GZ was concefned, was that it-meant\that we gdt;

on a regular basis, delivered every x minutes by somebody =

running down the corridor, a lot of current traffic. It

was...it continued to be that way. Delivered by hand

M.from the Com.Cénter'where it éamelin, and where they had

an enormous organization set up. Well,‘not.enormopé4to‘..,=
begin with, it became an enormous organization, and a';
very effective one, extremely well run. In the begingihg, '
of coﬁrse, it simply began to come in>moré rapidly:and bé

moreicurrent. And I didn't notice anything otheruthén |

that, personally. I knew what was going on but as far as -
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we were concerned, the only thing that was appafént was

- that there was, after they made the change-over, more

current traffic and that's about all I can say. There

"wasn't much of anything else that happened because, you

see, there was so few people involved. It wasn't'a:gréat
upheaval. There wasn't a great feorganization.. There
was still, probably...I'm trying to think, in the actuai‘,
section Qhen the.material was handled, my recolleétion*is
that there wasn't more than a couple dozen of people all
told. I maybbe wrong, but there weren't veryimény morev'
than that, that were actually handling the traffic. That
is tearing it apart, typing up what had to be typed up,
doing what had to be done torit so that it could get‘to
the people that wefe——either one working on it and t:giﬁg_

to break and/or translating it and‘éending:it'0ut,

'And it was now béginning to come in more electrically,

wasn't it?

s

Yeah, it was and I don't know when precisely they'Startéd'

dedicating circuits for COMINT use. But I think it,wa$,*

about that period and if you've got some notes on it,'.
then that's the right date. I couldn't tell you....f';
It was March, March 1942. They jumped theh‘from, I don't.
know what they had before that, I canifigure it out{ but 

I know that there were about seventeen sub-section in the

new reorganization in March 1942,
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A lot of that reorganizing, slipped me by. It didn't
affect me at all, and while I knew that something was

Qoing on, it didn't make any difference as far as I could

tell, at the moment. It gradually did.

Well in January, of course this was when Commander Safford

was moved over to 0OP-20-Q, Commander Redmond came in...

Yeah.

And then went from there.

anr : )
Of course Commander Redmond was a controversial character,

NG
both he and his brother, Joe. Both had been DMZ. Both

eithe: had been or were about to be,

Right.

He .rubbed our_British friends the wfong way. We had
quite a difficult time for a while.,.with the Redmg;é
brothers, particuiarly the younger, who was OP-20-G.
John? | |
Yeaﬁ, that's the one,

Jack.

-Jack, rather.

And I know he didn't have much use for Rochefort's people.
No, he didn't, and he didn't have much use for Rochefort.
Now, and because of this T think his views of what went

on and what was accomplished...
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+sspeople outside of communications. I don't quitevknow

-why. He was apparently a good naval officer too, but he -

and his brother were. But he was...he had tunnel vision
as far as anything except the Navy and communications

was concerned. That's the way it seemed ﬁo me. Although_
I was never at any time felt that I was in a positioh ﬁbt:u'
to be quite willing to work for him or with him or anything
else. | |

How would you evaluate the différent areas that weré
working--the Hawaiian unit and Melbourne unit., As to
their, as to their...?

Yeah, now you're télking aboﬁt'somewhat laﬁer on whén:' 

théy actually got going.n When people had been hauledvédtf

yof_Corregidbr-and they'd been set up in FRUMEL and gOttéh“ *‘

their communication assigned and gotten different people-

assigned and that sort of thing. FRUMEL was élways-at a

disadvantage, they didn't have, until much later in”fhe‘f

war,.anything like as many people or as many good peoble,

Pearl had the benefit of being at the seat of all powef'v.
in the Pacifiq. And they, the people who made the o
decisions, had direct access, not only to, ﬁovthé litglef"

rooms where the messages were translated, but they could .

go right to the intercépt'stations, if they wanted to.
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That closeness gives a certain pungency to operations.

- This was missing in Washington, but on the other hand we
had probably more really good people th&n they did.

- Although they would never admit it. We did have some

very good youngsters -and for the first two years of the
war we got, I think, most although not all, most of the

very best of the language students. The two initial*ﬁ&ﬁ’

classes came from Harvard, if I remember correctly. Madé  '

up of almost solely of people who had a certain Japahese"

background--either missionaries' children or peOple who

- had lived extensively in Japan or had some connection

with it and knew a certain amount of Japanese before.
Did you have your own linguists by now and ONI was pretty
much out of it? l

Yeah, that's right. ONI was as far"aé‘we were conqerﬁeai'

out_of it completely. The linguists came and were hired

directly by OPf20-G, but the source of linguists in'thé-
early period‘was Harvard and Yale. I may have.them in
re?erse, butlgnd I'm not sure they operated concur:ehtlyl‘
but I think they did. And at the end of this period and _  
at the time the Navy had established its own Japéneseff
language school, it was done for two»reasdhs.; Oﬁe%—to‘:~ﬁ
supply intelligencé linguists for usewinVWdéhington};i
Pearl and FRUMEL and secondly as combat interpreégzgvto

go with the Marines, principally the Marines, in order
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that we get mofe out of our intelligeﬁce gathering
‘activities ashore. So that toward the middle of the war,
my guess is that about half, although I may be wrong,
. about half.the linguists went into the Paéific, into the
combat zones as really combat interpregg}s and intérrogators.

And the, of courSe, what was it éalled, the Pacific

Interrogators?
SCHORRECK : ATIS?
CURRIER: No, wait a minute, that was the Allied Translators
&

Interpretpr Service. Well, they hired everyéodY——
Australians, and renegade Japanese, and Papuans (?5 and
Lord only knows what else. And they got some of the
damntd ' ) ‘ , -
_document translations out of them. . 1I'll never forget
one. ft was a translation of'a series of'messages:tﬁatf
had been captured, I think one, I think.é des;royeglfén{
aground orisomething--l've fbrgo;ten the source of ﬁhe '
‘material or something like that. Somewhere down injfﬁé;
South Pacific. And all of this and the entife.meséagé
file was captured almost in tact. A bit wet but i;'ﬁas |
legible. And the messages that had been brokeh'out'ahd:1
written out in good Japanese were;all translated by‘ATiS
and sent back and we'd get copies of_theﬁ; And ﬁoSt |
amazing bgcause a lot of the work waszdohe.by peoplek§h§; 
had been speaking Japanese all their lives. And>théy |

were almost unintelligible.
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Hum.

The use of abbreviations by Japanese in military jargon,

as the U.S. Navy does or the Army does, was quite foreign

. to them and completely beyond them. I remember something

that came out to the first water fighting unit, that was

Sub~div One and they just translated every character as

it's meaning would indicate and not knoWihg'whatrthey

were abbreviations of or how they should‘actually.be

read, thlS sort of thing. - |

When of course the war began and for the f1rst six months
up until Midway, we were on the defensive.’

Um hum. »
Which I personally, I think COMINT can play a much greater
role when you'’ re on the defen51ve.

Well, it depends on how things are gbing. We were really

hard put of course, to get back into the fight after the

Pearl Harbor unpleasantness. And also from a COMINT

p01nt of view, we didn't have all that many people actually.

worklng and the length of time it' took to try to get

back into the systems out of which we had gotten just

before Pearl, and to start working on the princibal
systems involved and recovering code groups and so on
took a little while. As a matter of fact, dp to Midway i
browhaha '
there was a great deal of oo~ta—1la between FRUPAC and

Washlngton—-what various code groups'meant. There
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weren't very many. And they still, by the way I think I

. saw not all that long ago maybe eight or ten years ago,

two people from who had served with FRUPAC and one in

- Washington, who were still arguing about the value of a

code group.

They're doing it right now. Argﬁing about...about the
relative merits of build_units...It‘§ something else.

Did you feel a great, as these things were building up,
especially Midway rather than Coral Sea, did you really '

feel a sense of urgency in the organization?

Yeah. Well I don't know if it was within the organization.

I don't think I think the only people who felt a sehse’of
urgency really were those who were looking at the traffié'“ -
realizing ) : . L
and reading, that there was more there than they could = .
really dig out but they knew from snatches here anq_thefe'

that had beénﬂrecovered that something big was inrthéf‘*

- run.

Good’morning, sorry for the interruptions.
ce.a degfee of urgency within, by certain‘pébple'orf“>.
whomeVer'within the Organizatioq,up to Midway as,thingsi
were beginning to build up. Were thbse people whd actﬁally
Saw... S
Well the only peopie that I came in dfrect'édntact wiéh o
that obviously felt the sense of urgency'were.Roéiéjﬁasoﬁ:

and myself. Now this was the period--you see, Midwayv"'
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was June 4th wasn't it? 4, 5, 6, 77
4th being my birthday and I had the watch. But the period
from Aprii, well_gig;two months prior to Midway, I can't
be precise about time 30 years ago, the, that was the
period when it was obvious that we were going to spend,
really spend 24 hours a day, keeping as close track as we
possibly could, all the material that we could get our
hands on. This same feeling must have been apparent, I'm
sure it was. I wasn't there...as a matter of fact even
more so. And the sense of urgency at Pearl was obviously
greater because they were in the area where the counterattacks
would be planned where the strategy for the next x months
meiled , T wen 2 thm !
was being mauled over where it was more active command--
active command relationships which were obvious and were
being made felt by the COMINT group. So that they were
being pestéred by the operation types all the time. So

that they were the ones who felt the greatest sense of

-urgency. But we in Washington at the time, knew that all

of this was going on, of course we were in fact communicating
with one another even though we didn't always agree, and

we did arrange to spend even more.time, if that were

possible of doing, obvious necessary. I don't remember,

I honestly can't remember any other special arrangements

that we made except to be sure that there was always one,

I guess at that time, by that time, one of three of us in
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the office all the time. One of us had to be there. And

for a time--two of us--one of two of us. Now the material

~that was éoming in at the time obviédsly had to be handled

slightly differently. I don't know what érrangements

were made in the machine room for .reproducing traffic,‘I
don't remember anything special Ehat.ﬁas done to speed up
the delivery of traffic from the point bf.ihtercépting to
Washington, It must have been otherwise ﬁhings wbuidﬁ't
have happened the way they did.  And you probably must

have sources that would indicate about what we did during

~ that period to produce this kind of additional flow.

Did you know thét it was going to be Midway beforé~it
took place? Was there any doubt about it in:your mind?' 
Ah. R | |

Were there arguments going on about where they'werejgéiﬁgf&
td go? . | | ‘ |
Gee, 1I'd have'ﬁo go back and look at some éf-the'ﬁraffic;

I can't remember. I remember I'm trying to think of that

area designator system.

You mean the AF and all that business? _

That's right. I'm trying to think when that firgﬁ camé‘ '
out, and when we first threw out the matriﬁ and fillea‘ih¥h
with letters. Estéblished where some of thése locati;némi.

were-~—-Wake and Marcus.
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SCHORRECK: Weren't they based on who possessed the Islands like A

stood for an American position?

' CURRIER: No, the whole Pacific was A. B
SCHORRECK: . Was there grid then?
CURRIER: V Straight grid, alphabetically.
SCHORRECK: Because someone told me that it was based onrAmerican

positioh versus British positions.

CURRIER:" Could be. The whole Pacific was all A sbﬁething, as far -
as Ilcan remember. I don't remember ahy fhat weren't. .I'm
trying to thfhk what the... | |

SCHORRECK: RPZ

CURRIER: Yeah, that's right, yeah. When you get down to the end%r
that's right. You're so right. Yeah, see there's so
much of this that I--it's beén a lohg time.

SCHORRECK ¢ Right. |

CURRIER: 7AIf,;for inétanée, I looked at any of'the‘materialf it -
would all'comé flooding back but it's awfulldiffiéui£.

SCHORRECK Early, early in '42 at the very latest.

CURRIER: . Yeah. Well, I know we'fussed a lot about AF and there,('f"'
was a great deal of disagreement as to whére'it was, and
as to what in fact was meant by séme of the messéées»ig s

‘which<there was nothing recovered except the letférs~A;-
and F in the code group as I remember. | )

SCHORRECK: Did you have to break the codes to learn the designator?=""
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Well it was being broken. It hadn't changéd since Pearl

Harbor.

erah, but did you have to get into the text of the message

~in order to determine whether it was one particular

geographic location as opposed to another.

Well in solving, in getting the values for the code
groups, the assighment of Roman lettér values tovcode.
groups came as a result of something I justrcan't.remeﬁbéf{’
We sﬁartedvto recover‘code groups-—speil groups for

instance--spelling English words, place nameé’ahd SO on

~and then it became apparent that these were being,rthe

series of these that were being sent all beginning with -
an A and sometimes in quotes and sometimes in brackets
and various things; -So the, then in several messagéé, as :

I-recall, it would be someone departing an _AF for sc’énd

so at _such a time. "So they were obviously placevnémés'ér R

areas at least if not place names. But I can't remembér

precisely when we first stumbled on it but it wasJearly

in '42, I would guess maybe in March, I dohftjknow'but fﬁ

sometime before Midway. So that by the time of Midwa§£ 
there had been enough code group fecovery done sélthatfit;‘
was obvious by the end of May anyway, that there Was.   |
something really big in the wind and Ehé loéétion andithé 
number of ships and the precisély and the type‘of'éﬁipS“

that were involved were always a matter of argument
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between FRUPAC and Washington. But as I said the details
of this are so fuzzy in my mind that I couldn't really

give you any specific answers without looking at material,

than I could.

SCHORRECK: I was wondering if the traffic analysts were of assistance
to you?

CURRIER: Ah.

SCHORRECK Particularly on geographic locations.

CURRIER: Not a great deal. As I recall, although I may be wrong,

most of the fA material wouldn't have divulged or helped
us determine what the locations were. Once the code
groups had been recovered firmly as English letters and
once the combination of letters had proven to be geographical
locations, there was precious little that TA could pfoduce
that I can think of that would help us identify these
locations.. It was done primarily as I recall in the
beginning, by associations in the message, courses laid
out between two places, actual identification of weight,

I think and from there on it was not all that difficult

to lay out the matrix because it was in alphabetical

order I suppose-—-in both directions.

SCHORRECK: You had a lot of designations at the conclusion.
CURRIER: That's right, oh yeah.
SCHORRECK : Captain, Mr. Raven made a statement the other day that

his group, the crew that he was in charge of in OP-20-G...
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CURRIER: GY.

- SCHORRECK: GY, he claimed that there waé'a great deal of help which
-the minor‘cipher people gave to JNZSIgroup from solutions
- that they had made and passed on to...

CURRIER: Yeah. There were later on, not early in the war but
later on, there wére on many occasions duplicates sent to
more than one system. This was the most valuable type of
information and particularly when the minor system waél
almoét completely solved and we could iiné up the miﬁof-”
system vélueé with the JN25 material that waé_ih the
process of being solved. We'd get an enormous legkup by'
checking the fe& established code groups against thbse‘ 
values in the minor system which had been previously read
and theh filling in tentativé valueé for the others.éhd;'
thén checkihg in the rest of the material which it waéf{
incélculabie...Yeah; Later on toward thé.end of the-waf1
when JNlSj and yhen they were being read mére curreﬁ#ly;
fhat material we used to check our recoveries'butj |
sufprisingly“enough we had reached a point theﬁ.whep»we_;
had so much background material and an enormbus amount_bfr
statistical material dn.code group values on all\the»'J

previous systems we had recovered and captured and cheéked}
that we just be use of frequency aloné, you-could’be i
absolutely 100% certain of the value of that parﬁiéular

code group--once you gbt a few footholes in the"néw_syStém.
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And it didn't take long to get back into even a 50,000

- group two-ply system because we simply had so much. By

~the way did you run across any captﬁfed code books in

- Crane?

I haven't yet. I think these are out at Holabird.t I'm
L e
convinced that Holabird is a treasuregd...

‘I tell you if I could just sit and smell those for a .

minute I'd remember so much. They hed'a particular smeii;:'
SO many of,them. Some had-holes.in them, some of them

had a little blood on them here and there. A_let of them
had been buried. But they all had red covers. In fact,.

those were the instructions--we use to give our Marlne

Yakﬁn aﬁhCS
e. t was always a section, rlght from very

close in the beglnnlng, whose sole responsibility was. to

go dlrectly to the communlcatlons center, plck up anythlng'vr

- with.a red cover and get back to it and don't get kllled.ff

And we got mater1al right from the beglnnlng and, of

course, Guadalcanal we got a lot but even before ‘that

when the Markus (?) —-when the British and Australiens—t.

when theAMarines went ashorebon‘Naha in the Ryukyus;tflt:,
was the very first Marine raid'of.the war. I can't N
remember. Anyway, we got material from there and from
then on we got enough captured materlal so that we were;h
able to check all our work and in the majority of cases

we were able to check all our work and in-the majdrity‘
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of cases we were, we recovered say 5,000 codewords out of

I1'd say 50,000. .We could read 99% of the traffic and

-about 98% of our recoveries .were abéolutely correct.

- This was, of course, after the first year in the war when

we had some experience. We, as I say, had so mucht

background material. Millions and millions and,millioné'
of messages laid out on great long tablestthat took up An_t
entire room, three times as big as thislhallway (not o
quite, I'm exaggerating). But the material Qas rerun aﬁd

reprinted every time there were two or three hundred

- additional recoveries. Everything was rerun again and

reprinted and laid out on these great tables so that you.
could f£ind all the 1ndex-—1nd1ces for each of the systems

la1d out in strateglc places and so that the youngsters

who did a lot of the code breaking spent most -of the t1me * .

. running up and‘down these great long tables. Aqd it’ was_

a very efﬁectiye system. Then there were little‘cubbyv

holés_around made by those who--senior watch officers'or

something who wanted a little bit more material.around.l

where‘théy could keep their own notes and do.their,ownj 
work. But this was very effective. The crew haa'beehj
effective. |
What.could be obtained from a messagezjust‘by looking.at   
it in it's raw form once it had been copied? ﬁNot“the

crypt that had broken it just the....
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CURRIER: Not a great deal. The same, well thaﬁ‘s not quite true.
| The callsign recovery was—--was quite far advanced and
they didn}t fall all that far behind even though they
-weren't always able to recover the actual system itself,
They were always able to recover enough of the callsigns
and address groups and procedures so that théy could tell
to whom the message was going, externally, énd who‘sent ‘
it and if they had.a chance, they would get fairly dééént:'>
bearing of the transmitter, o |

SCHORRECK: - Those were iﬁ'cipher?

CURRIER: ~ Oh everything was in cipher. Yeah. Now, the headings
were not all in cipher. They changed calls every déy but--
as we did--but the material, say mid-war, was of such _
volumne that it wasn't all tﬁét difficult for the TAttd
bé';ight baék on top of the principle originators by’?hy'”

~hour after:the call was changed.‘ Because they had all
the>backg;ound»information'of the'previous.day, all;fméstr
of it cor:ectly identified and frequencies were nofl
.changed to the extent that they are under normal
circumsténces today, the tie-ins were much more diréct 
and the accuracy of their identifications--with é smaii e
amount of material was greater. So that they'had'that.'
and the information which was always includéd in the’i
internal addresses was always in addition to but'éémetiméé

very closely parallel to the external addressees. There
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was sometimes additional ones and sometimes additional

instructions within a message to pass to someone who had

not been previously addressed, that;s all.  No, there was

a certain amount of useful information, but it came to be

not ignored but reduced certainly to second place becaUse
as the war progressed we were reading so much so fast so
frequently in advance of the addressee bf ﬁhe message, |
that there wasn't any need to rely on external TA. -

Freqﬁently we read messages that»the.recipiehts cduldn’t”

W@

read because of some error in cipher or in code. We were

. much more adept at clearing up their errors than they

were. And they'd have to ask for retransmission or-
getlarification and in the meantime we would have réad>"
the message, translated it, sent itbout to the fleet:QhQ
would have had in their hands a copy of the m§§sagevth§£
thewJapaneée recipient had not yet received. |
Did"the captured codebooks get back to you?

Yeah, they all came back.

A very direct order or did some of them go to Pearl Harbor

and Australia?

Yeah, they went, yeah, some of thém went to Pearl Harﬁér;'
I assume some of them went to Australia bu£ we gof ail.We,'
needed. Now I don't think that at anfrpoiﬁf did Wé;evéff

not get a copy.
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Who's job was it to decide whether something came back

from Washington?

Ah, I don't know whose specific job/it was but it was

- made known under no uncertain terms that if they wanted

to win the war they'd better damn well get it back here.

I don't know who said this but it worked.

The Army Air Force flew them back?

I don't know.

I waa just wondering who handled it.

I honestly don't kmows I suspect that this fe probably a
guess but I honestly don't know. The a, well there was a
Navy transport eervice even then, And brarns too, but’I

couldn't answer your question. I never thought about 1t,
but I know they always came back and ‘they came back |

quickly.

You_got them in time to do you some good?

Yeah;'oh‘yes.‘ They would of done good at any time but

they came back as quickly as they could. Of COUrse, we

had reams and reams of captured charts and other documents

and diaries. Lord knows what--rooms full of stuff. And,
oh such things as orders to officers, officer's tegistere,
and. that sort of thing. These were great sources of "‘ .
information on code book recovery because there would be

long personnel transfer messages sent in JN25_and 1f you;v

had one character of a man's name and part of his serial .
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number, you would look up in the officer's register and

- find out where that character came in this line and you'd
‘get the rest of his number and the rest of his name and
~you'd find out where he had been. It was duck soup to

fill in the rest of it. But this sort of...

Did you make cards on those, on the...?

Ah, only in so--not as a rule. Only 1mportant ones. = We
had a lot of 1nd1v1dual files were captured. But.1t |
didn' t fall into the GD files--GI flles, some of it did.*
Whenever a man‘s name if a long persohnel meesage was
translated and it really was because there was nothing of
operational interest.in them as a rule, this was soﬁething‘
that took place as a matter of course and the only use to
wh1ch that informationn was put was by the people who-‘e
were actually working in the systems,lnvolyed. They knew'
whereathe ﬁan went and if they got a message say1ng that o
so and so arr1ved and it happened to be 1n another system,‘

that 1nformat10n was useful in recovering certain- values "'

in that system. But nobody in the Pacific cared “two

hoots" about lieutenant so and so going from_here to the
hospital to get his tonque fixed and that sort of thina.

So it was never, most of that never really was transfetrea;
he didn't bother with that. | 7

Who was in charge of GI during the war?

Gordon Daily.
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Daisley.

Gordon Daisley.

-Did he stey in charge during the war?
- All during the war.

Where was Bertolet?

Sam was--surely he must have been at Pearl part of the
time, he came back...

Do you rememberlworking with him at GI?

Oh yeah, But he didn't--he must have--Sam must have 1eft
when we went out to Nebraska Avenue or before, because
Gordon Daisley was GI all, all during the war. Gee,>now'
I've forgotten.. I just don't remember. |
But you do remember working with him?

Oh I remember_Sam,»sure. Yeeb. Thet's a'blank. I jdsr

don't remember what hapbened. Wait;a minute. Sam’*lét‘S

__see, Jeff Dennis was GT and Roby (SP?) was GA. Nowfonff'

the- Atlantlc s1de they also had a GI flllng system. Tbey

were‘all compartmented. Surely Sam Bertolet had that}..Le

think that's probably. I wouldn't be'absolutely certain;‘

Maybe yeu've already_covered'it>when you talked abeut bv
some of the people you worked.witb... |
Not,especially, nb.

I always save the names until the endi

No, no.
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I would like to ask a question. When you did, after the

war started, you did begin to expand more and more, did

-the analytical process at Pearl Harbor described as being
- an assembly line type of operation, all followed the same

‘kind of procedures, did you have that kind of operation?

Yeah, there were three assembly lines. There was a

~communication assembly line where all the incoming and

outgoing traffic was handled very much on a personal
assembly line basis. They did»eventually hook up some
conveyor be1£s of some sorts, but most of itfwas done by
individuals, and within this organization; There Qas
another minor gfoup that handled the incoming and oﬁtgoing
code recoveries. This was all done on an assembly line'f
basis. In GY itself in the éode reéovery.section,.tﬁérg.

were two or three rooms full of Waves, some of whom were

_ very lovely and sort of relieved the boredom to aidegréé, N

who"all had specific jobs in dealing with traffic. For -

instance, it was sorted at one point and fanned out and

all the JN25s here, JN19s here and the JN57s and this was

all hand work, every bit of it.l And when the messages

came in they went first of course, they were matched
against an additive bank and if’they,could.be pl&céd:tﬁe
additives were-—the messages were allycopiéa off by ﬁéndt
in blue crayon on a sheet of 8 x 10 papér, three.SéctiohsT

which there were two lines separated by a wide space .

n [« AN i Pl
_}0L OV

e el
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where we could write our recoveriés ten groups to a line.
- These were all written out and we wént into .the additive
room and if they could be placed immediately they were
-givenlto a group that wrote in the additives and performed
the subtraction and wrote down that valid code group and
then they went on to another section where if that
‘particular code had been recovered sufficiently, the
write-in values, the values were written‘in_and about .
every five minutes soﬁebody came running in from the GY
into the GC ﬁatch Officer's desk and put on his'desk a
great heap of paper that had been produced by 150-§eople.
And the GY Watch Officer simply sat down and thumbed vefy
- quickly through them and until he came to me. And this
is amazing but you-could teli by one code group if thé‘f
meésage was worth doing anything with or not. . You;réébﬁed-
_»thatApointrof familiarity with what was going on.- Tﬁeh"' Cs
those were put out here. The batch which Qas not'offimmediaté i
interest was simply laid aside. The.most‘impoffantlof.l 3
the messages, and this depended entirely on thefGiWﬁ§£¢p[{ ‘
Officer's opinion at the time, were he did one or two :‘
things. If it was really hot and:he didn't trugt.anybsdy_l
I'd.do it myself. 1I'd go out and do whateVer»had-tonbé' |
done and recover the messages the code groués that wé;e"
remaining to be covered; translate it, send it oﬁt;;

annotate it, and so on. If it was even too hard for me
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to do alone, 1'd divide it up and let other people do
little piecés of it. And if there were certain additivies
_that needéd recovering which were biank and it was
absolutely essential that they be recoveréd before the
message was translated, I'd go into the (?) side of the
room. This was where they ha¢ their top-notchéd-additiﬁé
recovery. Stu McClintock was one of them, fennis player
who always whistled in diddly swat. ‘'So I'd sit down'with::‘
them and tell them what I thought ougﬁt to do in there‘
and I'd keeplguessing until I;d guess the right'one. And
they'd recover the additive and try it and if it turned '
out to be right I'd rush back into the other room aﬁd
write up the message and send it out of the 'COMSEC and

that's all there was to .it.

SCHORRECK : Where did the GT people fit into the act? .
CURRIER: - They would, they would, they handléd traffic.
SCHORRECK: But ’in what cbntrary? Before you got it or after you got

it or...?

CURRIER: : _Thé traffic actually came into the--one copy of»it wéhtj- 
let's see now--one copy céme} came into the Com_ceﬁter,:
‘one copy went to GT and one copy went to GY. Ana'GXS::
copy was handled as I just described. The'GT"copY) ﬁm;:.g'
was used by them to assist in their aéditionallcallsign'.
recovery. The value of the callsigns, I think I'm;y‘be'

wrong on this because I've actually forgqtten; I.Ehinkﬂ
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‘the callsign equivalence was up to GY where they were

actually written. They appeared on the write-out eheets

that were delivered to GZ by GY. Se'the values must
- have been sent to GY to be written in. In any event,

they got written in some how. And then the GT, I use to

frequently go down and if anythihg which seemed to be of'
potential value to them came cut in translating a message,
I'd simply go down and tell'them that their recoveries

were right. GI and GT, of course, were relatively close

together and in fact they were in adjacent rooms. They

. would communicate directly all the time so that GT had

access to the GI files as well as GCH, but everybedy used
the same material. It was a very eff1c1ent and very
effectlve way of handllng data and maklng it avallable to;
everyone who needed it without going.to extra:trouble to
get-it. After all everyone... o
Once your proeess had reached the stage of produeing_ahh

intelligence product it was asseminated by GI?

No. Well, I say no, yes, but at the direction of the Gze-

Watch Office. Every‘messagevthat went out had to be
translated and initialed by the GZ Watch Office. Everythingv
which was done by anyone else working anywhere in GZ was
brought to the watch officer's desk. Every and orlglnally
of course the GZ Watch Officer had to sort of check the

translation. It would look sort of earthshaklng to see
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that it was in fact close enough. But in this regard by
the way, we--I did anyway reach the point where I wouldn't‘
~hesitate fo translate a message if 6nly a third of the
- code groups were there. I'd leave a few blanks here and
there but I could usually make a_pretty goodAstory and'
then I'd annotate it and say whaf it_was. But if, if féf
instance, there was a message which may have been garbled_
or it may have been impossible to recover the codewordé |
and it was obviously a operational, éﬁ immediate operational_
significance; then what I would do is take if_ahd try to
figure out what I thought it meant with the precise data‘
in there so that while the translation might bé somé
embroidery on the facts of the case, it was close enough—
tovwarrént action being taken immediately by operatiénél
units out in the Pacific. | |
SCHCRRECK: You- added your own comments? A
CURRIER: We_édded.our own--this is why I wanted you to getrthat.r
daily GZ summary. We added our own comments right
vdirectly. And this went out on what w&gwgélled.thegéom_
sec and it went direct. Now when I say direct}vit‘weht
to the--directly to the Intelligence Officer of ﬁhe fléet
staff wherever he happened to be and he then in réturn‘
interpreted it to the Admiral. But tﬁe acfual mess§§eé .
were on many cases given verbatim. And if it‘waé‘Qery

hot and it so frequently was, I mean we spent’half the
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time sending out flashes that resulteo in, oh countless,
unbelievable confrontations and victories, of one sort or
~another. ‘It was just—--became common place. For instance,

- some of these long convoy messages which the actual group
and precise turning point of the convoy--big oil convoys
for instance, all the way from Indonesia to Sasebo-
Yokohama, laidvout with all the escorts and the escorts
names and their distances anditheir preciée»instructions
and so on. Messages like that'would go out to Com Sub
Pac and they:just cohldn't believe it. I taiked witn

. many submarine commanders after the war and duringythe
war and he said somebody was certainly peeping over
somebody's shoulder. They never really, after the first
two or three, turned out to oe right. Théy never o
quéstioned, never.

SCHORRECK : You had difect communication with Com Sub Pac?

CURRIER: erah, yeéh. Woll again when you say direct, it wono'to'
Com Sub Pac intelligence.  And he was the man who-did'tne ;.
actual relaying of the information to Com Sub Pac nimsQlff
but it Qas so obviously genuine and so oniously e#tremoly,.
important that there was no time iost between gottingoﬁnea
information from us to the men who had to,make the técticél
decision on the spot. | )

SCHORRECK: How did they send their directives out to the:submafine?.'
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I saw lots of them. They were all this sort of double

talked.

In the clear?

- Oh no nothing was ever sent in the clear. This was always

in a perfectly secure system. But it was not a COMINT
system. The material that went out to the actual submarine
commanders, the captains themselves of patrol, Qould be
such as: if you can arrange it, be at such and such a
place at such and such a time and if you're lucky, I
think you'll see so and so, something like that. And, or
they'll say for instance, the--when, Halsey dse to send
out, Halsey and Nimitz and various othérs use to send out
very fruity messages to their people based on COMINT
information. - I remember one which was sent out to thei)
battleships by Nimitz and he said, "I've been told at
sucb and such a place we were going to be", I've forgotten
now exactly what he said, a couple of cruiser divisiohs
and some live troop transports. He said, "I want yoﬁ to

- _ surprises '
be there and give them a few 16" iftes." And the--toward
the middle of the war and...the last year of the wér ﬁhe
submarine skippers began to rely so heavily ﬁ%gﬁ‘inforhatién

ot

they had gotten from COMINTI?/fhey figured they didn't
have to do any looking on their own. They just waited
and were told precisely where to go and this was what won

the War. The convoys, big o0il and food'convoys from the




DOCID: 4256019 FoP-S=oreT

South were by ten months before the war was over, the
attacks had resulted in probably 90% destruction to all
of their iankers. I think there wae_one left at the end
" of the war. And it was solely the result of COMINT.
SCHORRECK: Did they have escorts? |
CURRIER: Sure, but the escorts were of vefy little value if the
submarinee, all the U.S. submarines knew precisely where_, ‘
tﬁe convey was going, how mepf.shipsiwere in it, what - -
their station was, what their eseorts were, what their
escorts' names were and what the skippers' of the escorts
name were. All they had to do was line themselves out
and run deep and silent and just wait. And when they
appeared pick them off.v
'SCHORRECK Wae this happening‘in '42?
CURRIER: No”pot tha;tearly.' We»didﬁft'have enough infermatiop-epd
| ~we got all the information on cenvoys, treep convoys “
goihg.South, of course, to the Philippines and Asiapwefe
earlier than this and all of this was aerial observation,-
precious litﬁleeinformation.op COMINT available. It
would have been had we beenireading it. It.waenft:anYtHing
that early. See this was in January. January '42; ’Ne,

there was not very much.
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TAPE 2, SIDE 1

"The intelligence teams, the radio intelligence teams

~ afloat this period.

Which period are you talking about?

This is the first six months of the war.

I.can't tell you precisely their composition nor precisely ‘
where théy'were. I would Have thought, however, that |
that information was in the security brief writeup;'isn‘t

it?

- No. We can find almost nothing. The only real confirmation

we have from it is Mr. Raven who said that he saw some -
of this traffic much léter bqt it was no good because it:
was too old. ’

Aré you ta;king aboutfaéloat intercépt teams?f

Yeah. -

There were precious few. As a matter of_fact, I donfﬁj_

know of any. I don't know of any afloat intercepﬁ*téams'Al

- . on men of war.‘ There may havé beén.one or two but I

didn't know anything about it and I don't really think

eanly 3P i

there were. Before this period, back in the 9€,...
The Goldstar?
Yeah the Goldstar and the Dollar Lines.

I didn't know about the Dollar Lines.

LW e
2
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The Navy took a cabin on all the Transpacific trips of

two of the Dollar Lines and put two men and two receivers

in the cabin. And as they sailed back and forth across

" the Pacific, they'd read a certain amount of casual

intercept as they could and develop what they could.

That's something. I never heard of that.

‘This began about before my time at some point, but I

think they ran it for a while and I think they concluded
finally that it was really not worth the expense and they

stopped it. They weren't getting enough. I think it was

- after the, there were three intercept stations in the

" Pacific, and they were eventually called station A, B, -

and C. C was in Alongopo,‘Brwas Guam and A was...
Waﬁiawa of its preéecessbr? | o

No;,I don't; that's‘whaf I'mztrying:to think.: I don‘ti:
think -that originally Wahiawa was A. It seems tofme it»
was*Bainb:idgé, wasn't it? »Well that information is

available I know. Thats.;.:

3

‘We have, we've found a log of:the}Yorkto;B from February

to April which is the end of the log is as far as_énybody
can tell so far, they'reported on board a fellow by thé‘
name of BQL,ird. B‘f'/}"l@b | .. |

Tex Baird? |

I don't know. I know what his initials are. I thiﬁk

they were F. Something.

55
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CURRIER: Tex Baird was a language student. What was the date?
SCHORRECK : '~ He reported on board in February 1942 and he stayed until

‘the end of the log and he was Assistant Combat Intelligence

Officer.
CURRIER: I'm pretty certain that's Tex Baird.
SCHORRECK : Now some fellows from the California ‘Band remembered that

Pete Panyon and Mike Palchevesky they remembered that
they thought that there was a guy that_use to be around
Rochefort's sh1p by the name cf Baird. I'm tryingrtor
tie him into COMINT.

CURRIER: I know it. Well he was--you see-—several.of the language
officers in the late 20s and early 30s were all given
intelligence duties at sea. And after the war started
there was an attempt on the part of the Navy to supply o
MaJor Commanders with a 1anguage offlcer.

SCHORRECK:: Who-would serve as an intelligence offlcer?

CURRIER: Yeah, he was’an assistant intelligenee officer usually;V
Now, Tex Baird, let's see now he would have been*?I'thinkn'
‘he was_a.language class before Rufe Taylor. Rufe Taylor
and Tom hackie and Bill Richardson and one othert.tThere
were four. They were in the language class that was t
stopped rather abruptly in early 1941, Andrthey'mentvtov
Corregidor; An?way, my feeling is that Tex,Bairdtmas~one
of these later language students and I'm pretty certain‘ “

that you'll find, you can look at his record in the Navy
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Department. I think you'll find that he was the one who

went to the Yorktown as Assistant of Intelligence.

There's a story which has become a legend within the

" COMINT business that at Coral Sea, the Pearl Harbor unit -

had sent out a fellow by thé name of Lieutenant Joe

Fulinwider as a voice intercépt ﬁan for the Yorktown and;
of course, he was on the--the Lexington--I'm sofryé—ﬁhebl_
Lexingﬁdh and then oflcourSe, he was on it when it sank. ..
He came béék and they sent himvout on the Yorktown at

Midway ahd, of course, Yorktown sank. 'And the story of

- the legend has it that nobody--they wouldn't accept

Fulinwider any more.
Oh Ranson Fulinwider.

o« ‘ . B
RanyFulinwider, that's it.

Yes, well he was a goodvfriend of mine. His father was

~an Admiral and his brother was a Captain also. And he;

Fully, was here in Washington for a while and then he--so

I guess that was the last two years of the war. And I

‘knew him quite well. He died'not'too’lohg ago.

Oh thét?s too bad. : ‘
In fact, I think he died in a car driving up to thedefth‘“
or something a year or two ago. Somebody sent me.a"w
Slipping. T | “
Had you heard that story about him?

Ah, very vaguely, yeah, I had, yeah.'
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Admiral Stroup said that he was the, what was he, was he

the Intelligence Officer on the Lexington at Coral Sea?

‘He would of been the Assistant Intelligence Officer. You

" see, he was the language officer.

He said in a phone conversation with Captain Ohgenus,

Executive Officer of the school, that he distinctly

~remembered that there was a temporary RI shack bdiltvfor,_'

the Lexiﬁgton.

Yeah there was, I'm sure. But these are the things that

I honestly don't have any first hand--first hand iqformatiéh
on.

We can't--we find it difficult to pin him down. Werjust
can't trace him.

I.ém surprised tha£ there isn;t sométhing of that in-whétjﬁ

ker 7 L o o
Jack ( 7 . ) wrote. I don't remember reading it by

the-way when I read it the first time.
I don't recall it either.

Let me think of who else might be able to remember. Gosh

Shendrey

I don't. I honestly don't. Maybe Rufe TaYlor might. ;Hé 

might.

Some of these "over the roof gang" people might be ablé
to help us out. ‘ _ i
They.might, they might possibly be abie tb,vyeah,-yéah.r
Somebody stated that after Washington began workiné on

current intercepts, they got most of their stuff from
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Bainbridge, Cheltenham, the Winter Harbor and Jupiter.

Is that true?

‘Well the f1rst three, the first three, well Winter Harbor,
4%M£C

~all the Atlantic’packagee»came from Winter Harbor, all

the German submarinesfhﬁ%%z

Yeah but this was in reference te Japanese.

There wasn't very much in Japanese copied at WintefYHarber
and one athupiter as far as i know. This, no I'm qhite |
certain not. I certainly never saw any.v I wouldn't have

* : I
believed it p0551b1e to copyYin the first place. No I

. don't think so and I know that all the German submarine

traffic came from Winter Harbcr.
Well then, when Washington did go current they must have.
been getting all their stuff electrieally from Bainbridge.

They got, yeaht They*get ail of the, all of the trafficpﬁ

from Bainbridge came electricaliy that's right, it did;r

I remember a letter that T had from Admiral Nimitz

Halsey _
regarding ( ? ) and he said...go ahead.
! Just happened to think of somethlng. You know they
' Dr'deé/a
talk about ( ) offlcer in charge at
Bainbridge.
Right.

Did you ask him?
We haven't asked him yet.

Okay.
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SCHORRECK: - We intend to, but Admiral Nimitz was saying to Admiral
Halsey, "You don't know how this works but I'm going to
tell you.; And one of the things he said, he went through

" the whole organization and came to a part about Wahiawa--
getting intercept from Wahiawa to Pearl Harbor and he
said, "It's after the case that ﬁainbridge will interce§£
a message, relay it to Washington. Washington will hévév
it back out before the motorcycle can gét from(WahiaQ$ t6i
Pearl Harbor with it." | |

CURRIER: » Yeah, this did happen on occasion. It was sért-of<an
intuitive force sort of thing, but it did occasionally
happen. Yes, this is true. And there was in many‘éreas
almost 100% duplicatioﬁ in intercept. Sometimes thgte_
would be ten copieé of a singie message. Sometimes Qe' 
neéded it bécause in order to get oﬁe good;oﬁe it reQﬁiféd
that we compare all ten to get precisely, I meén'the m6§£jf
correct copy.> |

SCHORRECK : I have a question on dissemination. It went via fhe_Com }'
Callsigh--CINCPACCOM, G16. ..

CURRIER: That's right.

SCHORRECK: Was there a special means of getting it after GZ had
initially gotten it from OP-20-G to COMINTé’ B

CURRIER: Oh yéah. That all went right down to;n“élgo ébpiés;bEJif'
that didn't go to Com Circuit.; | -

SCHORRECK: Right.
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The COMINTs got copies of everything. And as far as I
know there was a circuit in between them.

The hard copy, the GZ Summary and various other

- things of that sort, were hand carried downtown...

To COMINT? Do you recall where they went in COMINT?

No, I never took them. I really don't know.

‘Then it would be COMINT's job to get it out from there to

anybody else ONI, White House, British London, higher :
Armyé

No. Ah, we éommunicated directly with GC & éS.

OP-20~-G didg?

Yeah. But this.was——well there were two lines of

communication, one from the Atlantic side on the German

~ problem which was run very closely in coordination with

GC & CS, and on the Japanese side the information and =

._communications went directly to Columbo and Candeni (sp ?)f

\

and out into the British field stations. AI,don't_;emeﬁber |
preéisely what the intermediate steps were, but we .
cummunicated‘difectl§¢$qth them as we did at FﬁUMBL,
FRUPAC ahd...Now it may have been at one tiﬁe early ohi;
retransmissions from Bletchley. But I just knowvhowifﬁe,i
communications went at that particular time. 'Wheh IZW
firsf came back from that mission in éhe 1946#; I,bgough#
back a--some additive tables and é couplg of codebé&ks |

which we used to communicate with the Britishfand:at_that-
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time it meant hand encrypting all of the messages so that
we didn't send a great deal, we didn't spend any raw
traffic. ‘These were done--I originélly had to do them
" because they didn't trust anybody else to do_them. Then
eventually it was given to someone else, regular |
communicators and they did it.

SCHORRECK: “Um hum.

CURRIER: éﬁt I ﬁuét admit I'm a bit fuzzy on—;on.precisely what v )
the communication links were. But thaf you should-be
agle to find>that out all right without too ﬁuch tpoublé.

- In the portions of the GC & C5History were in...

SCHORRECK: Yeah we--I read--one of the first things I did-waé ﬁo

read the British account of ;his period, what they did, j'

Gee they were so far away.

CURRIER: " Yeéh, I know.

SCHORRECK: They themsélves suggested that theré wasn't much'ﬁhatjl
the§ contribu£ed, could contribute.

CURRIER: That's right, yeah.

SCHORRECK: "_At.léast ih‘éqmparison.to what thé Australians were;doiqg.

CURRIER: Exactiy, no they didn't do>much.v'Théy concentrated almbét ;
entirely, really all their real action on the Atlantic-
front. 'r 3

SCHORRECK;' Righf. Do you recall anything at allﬁabOUtythé ofgqniéaéioﬁi_

or functionning of the Corregidor or Melbourne unit? Wéé

it roughly the same as what you described forfOP-ZO—G?
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Ah - no. I wouldn't have thought so, but I don't know. I

- know Corregidor wasn't at all the same. It was a tight

little intercept station with a fewvlanguage officers

" there who undertook to do what they could in decrypting

and translating a few of the more important messages. I

don't know how big the unit was as a matter of fact the;‘

I know that Tom Mackie and Rufe Taylor were the two

language>officers who went down there ffom>Tokyo;’ Ah.ﬁaéﬁ:'
Clay Richardson--yeah, I think he went there too, Clay
Richardson. :And they were all evacuated to Ausﬁra;ia,
but I can't remember how many éthers were fhere. I don't,
I don't know the size of the processing unit. |
We have the names...

Yoﬁ do? IAknbw Blénchard was one, he was é Chief.

KaQ, Harry Kay I thinkfﬁas 6ne. | |

Jack Kay. | '
Oh Jack Kay. We have the names of the people that... |

Well Jack Kay is around.

Yeah.

Have you‘talked to him?

Yeah.

He should remember. But I was never there during th¢;
war.. So I don't, I don't know. I co&ldn'ﬁ gi?evyog”any 
information. I do not recall at all. And as,far $é the

organization of FRUMEL was concerned I wasn't peréonally
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concerned with that éither sd-any information you get on
that best come from someone who was there. -And there are
quite a few people around who were.

We really want to talk to ( ? ). He was in

Washington.

Yeah that's fight,

‘And I want to try and get him. He helped us imméasurab1y>‘

in that érea.

Yeah, he could, he could.

Did you knowlwhy the Navy went on a 244hour Sasis befbre
the Army, in Washington, in OP-20-G?

I don't know why except that that's just the way thé NaVy
did things. That sounds like a rather facetious answer)‘
but I think we weré inclined to do ﬁhat_éhyway. Watéh';.
sténding was part of:thé traditioh.'-It's just somethihé'
you--do wheﬁever thiﬁgs look like_tﬁey might get‘a;liftié,'i
bit “hairy. I can't think of any other reason than that.

I was just...

e A E S

Had someone given a reason?

Well Mr. Raven told us a rather .amusing anecdote about

there was a message that had come in on the Red Machine

about a Japanese Ambassador in Rome back to the Japanese K

Ambassador in Berlin.

Purple.
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SCHORRECK Ah Purple, I'm sorry. And it came in on the midnight and
Mr. Raven as he tells it said that he was just about to
get into ped when a knock came on tne door and he opened
" the door and peered out into the darkness and there was
Long John Leitweiler (?) standing there and he said come
down right away. So he ran down'and_got the message
,there. The only problem was all of Mr. Raven'S'things
were in the time-safe and he couldn't get in until 6
o'clock the next morning. Ané it so happened that Ch1ef
of Naval Opetations had walked in and he had'told Commandet
Safford he said, "I will wait in my office until I have A
the translation." And he waited all night until 9 o'clock
the next morning. Mr. Raven said that from’that pointion
they went on a 24—nour basis. I don't knew whether that

. Was. .. | |

CURRIER: Well it's probably almost true but I somehow doubt thet>

that was the enly reason that we installed (?) 24fhoutAK
watch. | | |

SCHORRECK : "I had read somewhere that it was a decision artived at,,f‘i
with a.;.

CURRIER: But again, I don't honestly, I don't know the ansner if‘~
there is one. |

SCHORRECK : It turned out that the message he decrypted was that they-
were puttlng on a big show for the Japanese Ambassador in
Berlin. So they had radloed down and asked for more 11quor.ﬂe

But anyway.
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CURRIER: Well those are the sort of things that stick in my mind.
SCHORRECK: - Could you confirm or otherwise-~-many people have said to
us that tﬁere were a lot of-officeré‘in the early period
"who really didn't want to get into COMINT because of the -
guestionable, the legality surrounding it. |
CURRIER: No, this wouldn't be the reason. There were lots of
officers who did not want communication. It had nothingl__ﬂ

to do with the legality of it at all. It had to do with

promotion..
SCHORRECK : That was the other reason they gave.

CURRIER: . That was the only reason. It had nothing whatsoever to
do with the legality of COMINT, I guarantee.

SCHORRECK: Was there legislation passed_as a result of“Stimsonfs
efforts earlybon/ in f29; '30é | -

CURRIER: Ah; not legislatidn bUtTthefébweré,zthe;e wefeldrderé  l
written atrvarious-ievels certainly in the:Stéte'Depéftﬁepf;}r
whiéh had no bearing outside the State‘Department‘and |
which were ignoréd by the Army and NaQy. I don't“kno@
“the extent of it or preciselylhpﬁ many or to whom théy‘J
were éddressed, but it was one of those things_that'a.f
person, a man like Stimson might Qell.undertake to dq.v
He was a... It was a silly midfvictorianvidea'abbutA;

honor.

SCHORRECK : Did you have clearances of any kind?
CURRIER: Yeah. '
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You actually had a...

You had a, that's right, you had to have a COMINT clearance.
I don't know precisely what it was called except I think
it was a COMINT clearance. Everyone in the COMINT business
was at some point along the line especially readied
somehow. I don't know precisely what the investigative
procedures were but you had to have something other than--
in addition to the regular Top Secret clearance. The
clearance prqcedures were the same as Top Secret. We got
that as we dé now, but in addition there was a certain
personal check. I don't know how rigorously it was
carried out nor over what the time period was. But there
was something in addition, yes. And all those, therg was
an oath that had to be signed also. But I don't remember
precisely the wording of it either. I don't personally
remember signing it but I must of because everybody else
had. 7

It's interesting to know that there was. This is the
first we've heard about it. |

I, I, I'm pretty certain. I'm pretty certain that there
was but I can't tell you when, not originally, not in the
early 1930s.

But by World War II say?

I, I'm pretty certain there was, yeah. That'll take a

little checking but I think so and I can't remember just




DOCID: 4256019 —FOP-SECREF

exactly when it began.

SCHORRECK: How did you stand your watches? Were they 12 on...

CURRIER: It varied. It varied with circumstances and the number
of people there. And it depended, for instance, the
Purple Watch was quite something of itself. That was a
separate, quite a separate group and had nothing else
whatsoever to do with the rest of GZ. They were completely
separate.

SCHORRECK: From all the rest of OP-20-G?

CURRIER: That's right, all of OP-20-G. Completely separate but
ran in conjunction with the Army. And as you probably
know, the Army took one day and the Navy took the other
in sending messages, breaking codes so that they didn't
in fact overlap and they got the most out of the few
people that they had. But the watches after the war
started, the watches in GZ didn't settle down for two or
three months ényway. But we did inaugurate 24-hour
watches of a sort right after the war. But they never
worked very well and nobody realiy knew who was suppose
to be on watch. And it wan't until another six weeks or
maybe even more that we really got things straightened
out. I guess perhaps it wasn't until after Rosie Mason
came that a real watch schedule waé set up and that was,
as I mentioned earlier, didn't include everybody simply

because he said there's absolutely no point of putting
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some of these people, some of these people really don't
know which end is up, nice guys, but they haven't had any
experience and they are simply not equipped. So as it
" turned out, we, he and I did pretty much most of it for

two or three months until we got a couple of extré people
to this end. In order that we get some sleep, we kept a.
cot in the office. So that since there were only two of
us, whoever had the watch at night needn't stay up all
night because he had to work the next day also. So we
simply slept so that if anything happehed during the
night, you were available immediately and if you were
needed. That way you could do more with two people than
the other way.

SCHORRECK: Judging from what people have said and from what you've
said, it must have been a fantastic.grind. |

CURRIER: Yeah, but you sort of get use to it and it was, there was
a certain excitement about it. You can imagine. That
didn't allow it to become»a.grind. When you got things
settled up--set out--settled, ané all the watches arranged
Nebraska Avenue in February '43 a year after that. We
immediately set up a four section watch on the senior
watch desk plus we got additional translators, we had
about eight or ten at that time who worked two on every
night, one in one section and one in the other plus the

senior watch officer. That was just by the way, in the
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JN ‘25 Section. There was a complete 24-hour duty‘section

in the communications :center added to their own traffic--

.'sorting, additive-—traffic preparation types, and down in

" GI and GT. Thesebwere all full 24-hour man watches. We

kept them on around the clock. We kept them on,arbund'

the clock. }

You were there in the ﬁgys before they had thoseugxtra :
peopie. | | o o

Yeah, but when we got to Nebraska Avénue the:e were enough
people to se£ up that kind of watch in these_other4 |
sections. We never haa more than four sehior watch
officers at any time. And what we use to do is wé'had,=

we stoqd three, three evenings and‘three dafs always,

And when we stoodv£hé evening watch we turnedbin ét‘

midnight and got dp{ahd;of course went on all the hexfl

day. ‘We got seven or eight hours sleep--seven hohrsA;

sleép if things weren't really too hot at midnight. _When -

mid-watch came on and there was nothing much going, there’

" was nothing mdéh’going, there was no need for the men on

the evening watch to stay on and help. And.moég fréquéﬁtly,
which he did right there, we had a little bedroom. B

wWhat did the families do? | |

I know what mine did. Nobody seemed éoISUffer véry;mucﬁj
I'd call. “ ?

You just accepted it?
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Oh yes. When I had the mid-watch, from midnight until 8

~ o'clock in the morning, that was on for three days. So I
-simply went home in the morning and slept till say 2 or,é

"o'clock in the afternoon. Then I got up and.ate my

breakfast. And sometimes I frequently went in before hy

time but that was my day for those three days and when

.you had evening watch you worked the evening watch plus

the regular next day. You slept froﬁ say midnight until
seven in the morning but you slept right there so that

you stayed there a full 24 hours and sometimes 36 hours‘

- before you actually went home and did get some sleep.

And there gradually came to be enough people so that we -
could not only set up the regular four sectfons——Senior

Watch Officer Duty Listf but there were enough translators-

and bookbreakers and S0 on so that there would be two to a-.,f

--three on the regular watch at n1ght. That sectlon kept

pace with the production of traffic from the Com Center 

and from the traffic preparatlon. And they did e§en morefi

~than thlS in the Atlantlc Sectlon. When they reallyvgot B

going with the submarine trafflc, they stoodta_ﬁuli‘24f...»i
hour, 3-section watch around the clock. Of coursej;they s
did, they did this in Pearl; they did it in_FRUMEﬁ{Sc;
thatveverything was well covered. | o

os
Yeah, I, I read Captaln Rochefort's remlnlscent of

( Vear and he sa.d these quys /ﬁ//e* ;‘;éw‘s'/yes.,

71
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CURRIER: I gﬁess this is true. There was a lot to be dohe and
.everybody did it; but:I don't ever recall anybody having
“anything adverse to say about the w;y'things were being
" run or the work that was being required to them. EverybOdy

knew this was a very serious war indeed.

SCHORRECK: Oh yeah.
CURRIER: I don't thlnk anybody even thought about ik.
SCHORRECK: But the quallty of the work and the quantlty as well.

They would have been under tremendous pressure.

CURRIER: Well the best work was done under pressure. .It-was true
in England and they worked exactly the same way. No
thought was ever given in sparing yourself...quite apart
from anything. |

‘SCHORRECK: Thereﬁe one big area which we haven't covered. The eéme
area we haven't covered:with Mr. Ra&en and the réasdﬁiiee’

--we want to get some'technical-people involyed when wejde

it.t And that's the JN25 itself.

CURRIER: - Yeah..
SCHORRECK: ~ In addition to GYP...
CURRIER: Yeah. Well I can remember, I think enough perhape-te be

of some help. I don't know. ‘ o
SCHORRECK: This was what I was going to ask you~if you_cOuld bregk_t{'

it down into relatively simple terms.! | R
CURRIER: ~ Yeah, as long as you don't want p:ecise_dates.when one_‘

book went in and the other one went out.
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No, no, I'm curious to know how the Japanese enciphered

it.

Just straight forward additives, reuseable additives.

" The additive books were produced by the thousands and

they were shipped all over the Pacific and the unit

afloat. There were three different categories of additive

- books. One was regular administrative. One was so called

Intelligence Additive System andnﬁhe:other was a high
level system, the name of which T have forgo;ten, but it
was the highest level, o |

When you speak of an additive Captain, what are you realiy‘~

saying?

A line of figures added to the 5-digit textf

And these were mathematically...

Arithmetical—-additidh. non¥carrying addition.

‘Right. So that you'd have to subtract to get back té;ﬁhe:h"\

-oriéinal encipherment. Now how would...

They weren't all-they were subtractions--additives cover -

3

~everything, both subtractives and additives because.YOuk

‘can add minus QUantities. You just use thevworq‘additive.v

They were originally supplied as subtractives, subtracpedif
from the text and the result was what was actUally.t |
transmitted. But we'called'them all additives. |

Now what would be the process when you've gotténvyour

additives—--figured out what they were?
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The additives were not one-time additives. They were

reuseable additives and they were set. Every message

“contained an indicator and an enciphered starting point

~in the ( ? ) page additive book.

The indicator told you where to start?

The indicator told you where to start, preciSely; Now,

~the idea of course, was to line up--first to recover the

indicator encipherment in drder to p;gaﬁce the iﬁdicator
to a clear 5-digit number which will then te}l you'the.
Stérting poiﬁt and I think the ending4point., I!m not—-.
I know I've forgotten on that, but this is written up in
JN25, every bit of it. 1In matter of fact, it;s ail
included on...

GYP?

Probably, yeah. I've'forgoften what it's calledibut'ifﬁsi

certainly in there. But the a--it's a simple pfoéesSiand:  g

the;Japanese used it all ddring the war and they never -

would admit that it wasn't too complex to be read and

. they were never convinced even after the war that we were

able to read the traffic wiﬁh such... But the proceséﬁby S
which the bulk of the messages were set was one divigéé.k
by GYP. And it was mostly hand.work:KSOrping’énd'éligiﬁg i
and that sort of thing.  But with a cghple_ofvhuﬁdféd' |

people on each watch this could be done. But  again, this
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is all written up. The details of thé;, if you need it,

it's all right there. I'm absolutely sﬁre. Once the

Now there were certain--one of the principle elements
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that assisted in recovering additives was the garble
check in phe codegroups. There were various kinds, and
‘this was all known as soon as any céde was recovered
~sufficiently either be able to determine. This was
. something which was also, you could add this factbf into
your different stages and it gavé you a little bit more
information as to how to place a message and what the
actual cédegroups were, It wasn't axgoﬁplex prodess."It-'
was just a véry long process énd it involved_milliOns of
éodegroups aﬁd literally thousands of messages all set at
" different points throughout these various books tha; weré
being used. Every originator or any given ciréuit,_of-*
course, had to use the same set of books. vThey all had 
to proceed thréugh the same wéy. And théy had to sen@lins;
received bobks.énd £héy.a11 had if.-'Sovthat YOu.endédiup.
- with buckéts fuli of recovered addifives¥-whicﬁ Wéré §séd';
to ;eéd subseéuent messages which were placed_in thefbodk..
which had been recovered. And right through the:beribd
which lastedlffom anywhé;e from gix monkle be & Litkle -
bit more sometimes. When the JN25 basic codebbqks:wefe
good, the additive books that were issued for use_wiﬁh_itf
were also held good. Now one of the big mistékes} of
course, that they and other countries}haé made is t§ét’ 
they change either the additive or the codebook but.notj:

both simultaneously so that obviously if'you ha&e ohe you
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can recover the other. And for a short period of time,

- when for instance the ‘codebook stayed in but the additive
‘changed or vice versa, then you had a leg up in getting

into the next period--next cryptic period. And, of

course, they also always sent out messages in JN25,
everybody, saying what systems wére we going t0veffect,‘
when and what additive books were to be included. This
gave us éll the titlesAand the nameskof the-codebboké that
were involved'and then there were monthly inyentory iists
of all crypt‘materials which was sent in JN25. So that

in the main, once you got started it was aiways sno?balléd.
And with the numbers of people who were available.and the
very detailed records that we kept of everything, as_lohé
as, as'long.aé you didn't allow yourself to be swamped‘by
this great mass of infogmation, if Qas not all that S
difficult to procesg-—continUe to read. |

When they say;;JN25B8, which was the.,:

o . : B - -
JN25B was the number_-three book in the JIJN25 series and 8 -

‘was, as I recall, the 8th cipher.

That's the Way'I heard it. :
That is the way, that's the way it uselto be and I thi;k,ff
that that's the way it continued to be thrqughOut thq; |
war;Ayeah. They.did have, they had aﬁ ihtelligeﬁcef
codebook which wasn't used very chh, as I recall.- Of.l 

course, there were many other minor, minor systems but
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 I'm talking about the major 5-digits. I don't recall

- very much about it except I know that it existed. And it

certainly existed before the war and up tQ'the first year

~or two into the war. And I've forgotten what exactly

happened after that.

Commander Stafford in one of his‘histories saidathat,>ahd
I'm pretty sure that this was before Pearl,Harbqr, he:’.
said in that period the Jabanase had:siﬁ major systems--
flag officer's attache, intelligence, merchant shipping;-
Opérational,.and...

Yeah that sounds about right. 7

The material and-he said that the only one that OP-20-G -
never read was the flag officer's attache.‘ -
That's right.: |

And then the Japanese’didn'tluse it;' They stdpped=uaih§az'
Yeah.. That, that sounds right. 1I've forgotten which

ones they were. That's rlght though, yeah. And'a lot of7

_the others weren't read all that well e1ther. Those were.

all, early in the '30s they were four Kana books, theyh»

were not numeral books. And the cipher employed wasfa«

transp051t10n——complex transp051t10n——not all that complex'v~“3:

nowddays. Triangular shaped transposition with a. lot of -

( , ? ¥ =
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I was going to ask you what percentage of things were

- actually read, every message and of evefy system?
I can't tell about every system, but of JN25 we figured

- once that we probably read about, about 5 to 7% of all

the traffic that was sent. But that was all that we

needed to. There was information in the other but it

‘wouldn't have been worth going after with the numbers of

people that we had. We read some of it when we had time.:"
We'd go back and read some of.the long organ;zational
ﬁeésages and:that sort of thing. But we read,ail of thé
traffic, all of the operational significaﬁt traffic and_.
it was not difficult to spot this as it came over>When»it
was cur;ent. And this; in the course of a.éhangeove; |
period when ybu missed certain of the operational
significant traffic, fhén time pefmitting when you;- }t
recovered most of the additives and a good perceniagéfdf K
the_cddegroupé, then ybu‘went back through thé_printé

searching for messages which~-two kinds one that would of

_been important at the time, and simply translating for .

history not for operational use, and to organizqtionalla

messages such as those that gave names of the ships:that

were sunk and when and this kind of thing, you'mighth§a§é-l>:

4
a change to do in the course of it.
What were the things you looked for in a message when it

was coming in to tell you whether or not it was an -
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operational or a good one to break?

‘Well, you could almost always-—-any operation order almost
‘always started with the words, "operation order”.

- But this is after you had gotten it down to plain text

though?

Yeah, I know.

-You wouldn't know that--would you know it by looking at

it?

Well, no we...

That any work had been done on it?

No, you probably would not although you might be able tob
tell from the addresses. For instance, their task force
organization was done more o; less'the way ours is and: :
task force cohﬁanders had various other administratives -

commanding,‘and'you could tell frequently messages7whi¢h

- the addresses were such that they looked ‘as if théy éhduld'"

be 6pérationaiias you Spend, look especially Close at
them and to get ﬁhose out first to see whether orfnot.
they were. ﬁuﬁ'usually what'hapéenedﬁwas, you were-- .
everything was going so fasﬁ and the messageé Qgrefbeing
decrypted at such a rate that you. were kept flooded Wifh ;
a stock of halfbdecrypted messages, some cqmpletély'wh’
decrypted which came in every twenty ﬁiﬁdtes or éo.énd .
came on to the desk that you could get almost‘eve;ythin§‘.

by goinhg through those. And if you saw one that had one
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word in it that looked as if it might lead to something
interesting on either side of it and there was blanks on

both sides then that you'd mark with a green cross and

"send it back and tell them to get to work on this right

away.
I see, the determination was made in GZ.
Oh yeah.
&&, . S : |
The \cryption people had to break them all anyway. v
Yeah they broke everything anyway. Everything that they

could they broke.

- Then it was up to you to pick out which one you wanted to

spend time on?

Oh yes, complete control was in GZ. They wé;e the only
ones that couid teil whether the messages Qere worth -
reéding. Nét only was complete control of'what‘was”v
decrypted was there and what was worked on, in addifidn 
to those thatuwere routinely worked on, but what infdrmatiqﬁ"

went out, in what form and how phrased.
TAPE 2, SIDE 2

There must be--there must be some of those ardundvsomgwheré.’f
I haven't seen those, not 5 x 8 cards. ' These are 8 x 10."
These are--all of the GZ summaries were all on 8 x 5

cards. And each message was on a card and iffit'took-two<
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then we continued on.

There must be some...

Now some of those may have been microfilmed but I doubt
it. I wouldn't have thought they'd pull those apart.
See they contained most of the important material.
Sometimes it frequently happened, but in periods when
there wasn't a lot of operational material that needed
doing right away, that the people in GZ would go back and
look for messages that had previously been translated in
which there Qere holes. They would then retranslate,
fill in the holes, and to make a more complete story,
principally for reference purposes. But sometimes it
contained information of interest even though at that
time it turned out to be say as much as a month old. It
was still of interest. For instance, messages ordering
landing forces on the North Coast of Guadalcanal. You
might get the‘names of the ships carrying them but you
would have missed the number of Navy land force Marines
that went ashore and precisely wﬁere. A month later you
might be able to go back and redo that message with
additional additives and code recoveries and retranslate
it and get that information which was still of value,
even though the men were already ashore, that sort of
thing. You frequently would get messages cdftailingf@ﬁ3

damage to Japanese ships, but you couldn't get specifics.
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If the occasion warranted and it was an important ship,
then in order to determine how long roughly she'd have to
stay in the yard to get ready for sea again. If you'd go
back and do a message, a damage report, over again and
find out more or less what her problem was, what happened.

SCHORRECK: Did you ever get involved with the actual decryption parﬁ
of it yourself?

CURRIER: That was all part of GZ. You mean the code recovery and
the...Yeah, ;hat was all part of GZ. Code recovery,
translation,:determine of what is to be translated,
determination of what was to be sent out and how--this
was all GZ. The decryption, that is removing additives
from that portion of the decryption, was GY. The breaking
of the codebooks and the translating and the dissemination
of information was all GZ.

SCHORRECK: So all GY did was mainly additives?

CURRIER: All GY did--that's all they did. I say all. If it hadn't
of been for them there wouldn't have been anything else.

SCHORRECK: Right. And in that process they'would have wanted to

primarily utilize machines?

CURRIER: Yeah, they did.
SCHORRECK:: When they developed later?
CURRIER: But most of it was hand work. The messages were hand

written on big sheets overlapped, according to the way

the message was set, the additive recovered as the
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messages were written out, then the high frequency values
 which they recognized -became...about I guess, In fact
.I've run across some now that can renembe: high freduency
" values of some of those older codes that they slept with
for so long. |
SCHORRECK: To say GZ was translations was semewhat of a misnomer?
CURRIER: GZ did everything north of additive recovery. They did.n
alliof the code recovery. They did all of the tranelation:‘
They did all the dissemination, directly. In:other‘wordé(
they wrote what was to go out and sentiit down to GIwho
then sent it out. They went back to GY and told them
what messages needed working on in what order.. And on -
occasﬂon, went over and sat down beside——I'Qe done this
many times anywhere from 2 o'clock in the morning to any
- " Ylessed?
other t1me——sat down be51de the men in the bliss (?)a.

additive room who were working on the most_importantr;

traffic, to help them recover additives and rush back and v"'m

translate it and send it out so that the information Qentf
~out ten minuteshearlier than it ;ouldrotherwise. Yon seef
you just rely on them. So it was sort of a clesed-shepi
really. Closed in the sense that everything after thé_
additive recovery was done by one group of peeple;v-It

all depended on how that work was directed and hew'tapidiy
it was done. How qu1ck1y the information got out to the

operations... And they did very much the same thing that
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FRUPAC did, just about the same kind of operation.

- Of course, Rochefort himself was a linguist.

Yeah. He was a linguist, but I don't ever recall...I was

~going to say I don't recall ever knowing that Rochefort

did this sort of thing himself. He may‘have initially'ﬂ
but I just don't think he did. People who did, I mean N
Fulenwider was there and Tom Mackie--no he stayed in
Australié, Rufe Taylor was there, Biil Richardson'I thihk-
he came back_to Pearl but I'm not absolutely certain I
think he did. |

Tommy Dyer.

Dyer, but he wasn't a linguist.

No.

He was cryptanalyst of sorts,

Right, yeah right. How about--how about Lasswell? -

Red Lasswell was a linguist, a Marine.

One“thing I never, I haven't pinned down yet is what,

exactly what Jasper Holmes did.

Jasper Holmes was intelligence. He was, he was...

I know he was intelligence.

Yeah he was, he was on the--I'1l1 remember it in a minute--

Pacific, it wasn't called the Pacific Intelligence Ceﬁtér.A
No, the Joint Intelligence Center.
Joint Intelligence Center, that's right.

JICPOA.
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JICPOA.

‘And ICPOA before thats
-JICPOA was that's right.

- Somebody had a diagram, a hand diagram of the actual

seating arrangement of the basement of the l4th NéQaI
Administration Building. And théy had Rochefort's deskib
and Wright and.Dyer and all those people '‘and they had
Jasper Hélﬁés' désk over here righf ﬁear ﬁochefort's.
Yeah,‘he wasldICPOA but you see he was JIéPOA's liaison'l

feélly.

- Well JICPOA hadn't even been formed by this time.

When was this? How early was this?
This was early, 19--early '42.
Well he was still, he was still attached to CINCPAC. -

Was he working for Layton?

~--Ah that's my recollection, yeah. But he was working>for £

‘Layéon in the COMINT spaces.

In, right in the spaces themselves where as Layton was

~not?

No, no.

I heard somebody say one time that Holmes was making a-- " .

kept maps. And they put DF charts on his maps. Nobody S
has ever substantiated that. I just remember what he
did.

Well he was, of course, he was an author.
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Yeah, I got his book, his thing over there. 1It's a real

".long title.

‘T mean he wrote .for the Saturday Evening Post.

" Yeah and he also wrote the Under Sea Victory.

Yeah.

I've got a narrative that he wrote "The'Combat Intelligéﬁce
Center." You've read that?

No I haven't.

I've got a cqpy of it and it's rather interesting.

Um hum. But:things that didn't happen'in Washihgtqn
about which I knew only second hand. Anything I say is
bound to be not absolutely accurate. Iﬁ fact, it-may be
far from the truth. Whenever I don't know_I'll try to |
say I simply don'tvknow. But I may still say something
bu£ you'll have to remember that I said I.didn't knoQ; 1
Oh yes. We just have to compare, and éombare, and
coméafe-—moréiand more views on the thing.

Yeah.

I don't have anything else off hénd Captain. Did you -

have a...

Well what I think would be useful at some point when'Yéu

get enough of this together so that it canube‘lookéd §t'.
by an outsider--that if we can arrangé'it} i will.be,vefg
happy indeed to come down and sit down withUYOu'and goV.;
through things and if in the course of doing it oﬁher-

things occur to me which they may well do...
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I'm sure they will.

Well corrections of things that I may have said or someone

else said which I now know to be slightly wrong and I

“could possibly correct them. And other additions I think

perhaps might be possible with this kind of mind jogging

procedure,

What's very frightening about it all is that if you write-- ;

this looks like it's going to be a forty-some page Chapter'

1, talking ab@ut the organization and the way the mességés

and intercepts were processed and yodrlwriting in a period'

- where people who did it are going to read it and they're

going to say, wait a minute--that's not how it was.

Thié is the only way you're going to get thém‘to say
that. | |

I wanted--yeah, but I wént to try fé do as much of thaf
before I actually put it down. -
Yeaﬁ; I don't>b1ame yOu.

As I can.

‘Now I wrote, for instance, a resume of GZ activities

right at the end of the war about I don't know maybe

~

twenty pages. It was typed up, but you see, I left almost .

Booth 7 Boals?
?

immediately and went to ( ) so_I’was'nevgr:

able to follow any of this up. When I got back evérything
was gone. I came back the following June, and there "

wasn't anything left. Everything was either at Crain or
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or burned or sométhing and I Rever knew what happened to
it and I've never seen it since.

I haven't seen it. I haven't run across it yet.

" And this--what this was was a say about I don't know, 15

to 20 page typewritten pages, double spéced, a resume of
general procedures throughout the three year period we |
were at Nebraska Avenue. How traffic was handled, who
did what to it, and how we did it. Sqmething like I'm
telling you nbw, only in detail and written at a time
when it was éll very fresh in my mind. I knew precisely
what I was writing. |
Yeah, we have some things which are anonymous.

I don't remember signing it by the way.

That's what Ivmean. We may have it.

I'd recognize it if I saw it. I've.run across the,'drt;
three'things that I recognized that'I wrote or>ha§e'
written subseéuently which I just'wrote as inner-officé.

memos. that sort of thing which never were publishéd’which"

Al A

~were sort of lying around. They were useful. The reason.

that I did them I've forgotten why. Raven did too. He.
wrote an awful lot. I think he found some of it. He had
a lot of time to do it after the war. Where as I only
did not have any time but I don't kno; whether.I;d have“:
been allowed to spend the time on it if I had.it. The

original copy of the so called GZ hand book is é useful -
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document to have. It was something that we started I

think after we came out to Nebraska Avenue. Rosie Mason

really started it., It was a complete organization list

of the entire Japanese Navy and all it was written
primarily to instruct young translators who came ihto Gz,
precisely what they were in for and what the background
was. It gave all the Japanese expressions, all the
various organizations, lists of everjthing. Then in the
back there was an alphabetical list bf ships and a list
of ships by type and after each one it gave the da;e and
place it was sunk. And we'd sort of keep that as a
checkoff list. But -you haven't seen the original.
There's one around somewhere which really isn't up to
date. I saw it too. In fact, I think I got it and héd.
to-put it together and I think it's back in the Bl,libréry.v
Anything they don't have, I have. I have, I think 15jof

boofs 5

20 ( ) that I found at Holabird.— whith no one fnew

yie psa -
Did you, I understand there was one 2 or 3, 3 or 4 years

~ago and I found some and got them sent over but I couldn't

find all the ones I was looking for.

(8d of rewraﬁt'ng)
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