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\_ MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT~ Chronology of' Events of 18~20 September 
1964 in the Gulf of Tonkin 

14 JANUARY 1965 

1. The report forwarded herewith contains the events, in chronological order, 
surrounding the incident on 18 September involving the U. S. destroyers Fa.wards and 
Morton in the Gulf of Tonkin. 

2. In-so-far as the SIGINT aspects of the actions are concerned., the report 
is as complete as the need for documentation of SIGIKT involvement appeared. to 
necessitate. Documentation presented by the non-SIGINT portions of this report is 
only as complete as DIRNSAus receipt of relevant messages allowed. 

FOR THE CHIEF~ B2~ 

Copy to~ DIR 
D/DIR 
ADN 
ADP 

µ... B 
B2 
B26 
HQ NSAPAC 
NSAPAC REP V'IETNAM M 
NSAPAC REP JAPAN 
SUSID (M) 

T()P SECRET 



TOP SECRET DINAR 

REVIEW OF THE DESOTO PATROL 
16-20 September 1964 

28 September 1964 

This report presents a resume' of intelligence developments and 
operational actions which were related to the Desoto Patrol in the 
Gulf of Tonkin, 16-20 September 1964. A chronology of significant 
events is attached as an Appendix. 

I. PLANNING 

A. CINCPAC-JCS Actions 
B. NSA Actions 
C. B2 In-House Actions 

II. NORTH VIETNAMESE REACTION 

A. Summary and Background 
B. Surveill~nce 

IIIo SIGINT SUPPORT 

A. Readiness Actions Implemented 
B. B2 Support to Washington Consumers 

IV. OPERATIONAL PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED 

A. Communications Outages 
B. Distribution of USN-467P Input 

V. APPENDIX 

Chronology of Significant Events 
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I. PLANNING 

A. CINCPAC-JCS Actions 

On 9 September, CINCPAC queried CINCPACFLT views regarding 
the resumption of the Desoto Patrol in the Gulf of Tonkin. CINCPACFLT 
responded with a proposed orbit for a five day, two destroyer patrol.. 
CINCPAC forwarded this proposal to JCS recommending a three day 
patrol with an orbit no closer than 20 miles from the North Vietnamese 
coastline or 12 miles from the offshore islands. The JCS concurrence, 
to CINCPAC also established that in case of attack, both ships and 
aircraft were to fire upon the target(s) with intent to destroy; 
ships were authorized to pursue attacker(s) to within three miles of 
shore; aircraft were authorized hot pursuit of any target(s) they 
could firmly identify as having attacked the Desoto. Aircraft pursuits 
were authorized to overfly North Vietnam, Hainan Island and the Chinese 
Communist mainland, if necessary. The patrol was originally .scheduled 
to commence on 14 September but was twice postponed due to adverse 
weather and the political crisis in South Vietnam and did not proceed 
from its first point (17-10N 107-43E) until 162336Z. The patrol was 
conducted by the USS Morton and the USS Edwards. 

B. NSA Actions 

On 1 1 September DIRNAVSECGRUPAC informed DIRNSA of plans for 
an intercept team, USN-467P, to be aboard the USS Morton. DIRNSA was 
also advised of those naval command which were to be included as 
addressees for SIGINT reports containing reactions to or reflections 
of the patrol. 

Upon receipt of DIRNAVSECGRU's 11 September message, the 
Chief, B205 called a meeting of appropriate B2 and P2 personnel to 
discuss those actions which were necessary to ensure maximum SIGINT 
support to the Desoto patrol as well as to determine the desired 
SIGINT tasking. It was agreed that the problem would be approached 
in two phases: first, to provide SIGINT support to a routine patrol 
and second, to make preparations to permit prompt SIGINT reaction in 
the event of hostile actions against the patrol. 

In the first phase, messages were released on 11 September 
alerting the appropriate field stations to the forthcoming patrol. 
The messages outlined priority intercept targets and provided additional 
routine technical support to such tasking. In addition, B2 drafted a 
message for P2 release to the JCS requesting action to provide Queen 
Bee Delta collection from an orbit in the Gulf of Tonkin during the 
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Desoto patrol. JCS conC\lJ:I"~cluuinuuthisuuproposar~uuul Jarid 
I I programs were reviewed and it was concluded theft all 
planning information concerning these programs was a~ready being made .r--, 
•Vailable to DIRNSA. .._ 

DIRNSA requested that CINCPAC provide appropriate field 
stations with periodic position rep9rts of the Oe$oto patrol in an 
effort to enhance SIGINT analyt:Lceffox-ts. However, CINCPAC was 
unable to comply in that the/patrol was to be under EMCOM, a mode of 
radio silencth 

In the second phase of DIRNSA support plans, in which the 
patrol wasJt6 be regarded as a potential target.of hostile DRV or 
I !reactions, a 12 September message was sent.to field stations 
reviewing the intercept/forwarding/reporting probaems.encountered 
during the 2/4 August Gulf incident. In this, B205 advised of 
operational and reporting procedures to be followed and also informed 
field stations of the latest available information on the track the 
Desoto patrol was to follow. 

c. In-House Actions 

In anticipation of a possible incident in the Gulf of 
Tonkin, B205 took numerous in-house actions in an effort to attain a 
posture of optimum preparedness. All technical, reporting and admin
istratiue data was assembled in a central location and the B2 
Conf·erence Room was readied for inunediate conversion into an 
operational watch area. A stand-by crew, including analytic personnel, 
was placed on 24 hour alert and all appropriate personnel were 
briefed as to their duties should the necessity arise. Messages were 
prepared to cover any SIGINT Readiness condition that might be call.ed-
leaving only the date to be filled in, a signature, and the concurrence 
of ADP before release. B205 instituted a skeieton watch during the 
er i tical hours of the first evening of the patrol ( 16/17 September, 
!local) • 

I I. HORTH VI ETNAME§E REACTJiON'S 

A. 'Sununary/Background 

The patrol vessels arrived at point Alfa (l 7-1 !2tN iHt7-43E) at 
162336Z (morning of 1 7 September, Gulf of Tonkin ti·me) and then 
proceeded on a northerly track along the ORV coast. The vessels 
continued on course without incident but under sporadic tracking 
surveillance by shorebased ORV radar el,ements and/or visual observa
tion by ORV naval/shipping/fishing entities. On the morning of 
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18 September, the patrol returned on track in the vicinity of point 
Delta (1B-42N 107- E} and continued along their northerly track 
until the evening when the vessels retired some 50 mile seaward to 
their night steaming area. Later that evening (18122¢Z), in the 
vicinity of 18-35N 107-50E and again at 181337Z near 18-30N 106-52N, 
the patrol vessels took unidentified radar targets under fire. 
Following the shelling and early on the morning of 19 September the 
patrol vessels and fighter aircraft searched the area unsuccessfully 
for debris or other evidence of the previous night's action prior to 
continuing their patrol from approximately point Echo (19-23N 106-10E) 
southward to point Alfa. 

In response to urgent JCS/CINCPAC queries the vessels 
reported their fire had been prompted by five radar targets which 
were closing despite warning shots. No visual observation of the 
"targets" was made, nor was there any evidence that any rounds or 
torpedoes were expended against the U.S. vessels. Again based on 
radar surveillance the U.S. vessels claimed hits on three of the 
targets. 

B. Surveillance 

The Desoto vessels arrived at point Alfa (17-10N 107-43E) 
at 162336Z and then proceeded on a northerly track along the DRV coast 
The initial reflection of ORV awareness of the presence of U.S. ships 
in the Gulf of Tonkin was at 17004SZ when Northern Fleet Headquarters, 
Port Wallut, reported that the U.S. Seventh Fleet's intentions were 
to move into the area close to the shore for the purpose of provoking 
the ORV. 

The Desoto vessels came under radar surveillance at least 
as early as 170300Z. DRV Naval Radar tracking entities were noted 
at a moderately increased state of readiness during the period 17-19 
September with some 327 messages noted, approximately 98 of which 
reflected the Desoto mission. Although two messages from Haiphong 
gave orders to "report continuously" on the enemy destroyers, tracking 
was both sporadic and erratic when compared to activity noted during 
the August patrol. Comparison of the patrol's known position with 
available tracking indicates that although discrepancies up to ten 
nautical miles were observed in some reports, overall, the September 
trackings appear to be somewhat more accurate than the August patrol. 

Ava i lab 1 e lumessagesumirtdicatemmthatmthr6ughou1::umthe N SA2 5X3 

patrol DRV naval entities were keenly aware and fairly accurately 
informed of the presence of the Desoto vessels. Fearing a South 
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Vietnamese incursion and expecting a UoS. provocation, the DRV Kavy 
was geared to repulse the 1'intruders 14

• To this end, ORV Naval 
authorities continually admonished subordinate units to effect a high 
level of defensive preparedness, to institute alert condition one, 
and to camouflage their locations. There were no firm SIGINT 
reflections of hostile intent such as were observed during the August 
patrol. 

III. SIGIMT svgroRT NSA25X3 

A. Readiness Actions Implemented 

Approximately one hour and fifteen minutes after the USS 
Morton opened fire on closing targets, and approximately thirty minutea 
subsequent to B205's receipt of the CRITIC fromCOMNAVFORJAPAN, DIRNSA 
declared SIGINT READINESS BRAVO 11 0UTBOARD 11 at NSA and appropriate field 
stations covering the North Vietnamese problem. Within this same 
thirty minute span, theB2 operations center was fully operational. 

During the early morning hours of 19 September (locat). 1 

SIGINT reflected the mov~e~m~e~n~t!::......:o~f....2a~t:......:!l~e~a~s~t=--1.Se..i..'x:!!o.....J.Si.J;.......u~.L.L...1~;::i....,g,.u, ....... ...._.._--, 
m 

In consideration of this and other unusual 
,__~~___,Fomrnunications activity, DIRNSA extended SIGINT READINESS BRAVO 

"OUTBOARD" to additional field stations 

Upon the termination of the patrol and when it became 
apparent that there were no firm indications of DRV/CHICOM actions, 
DIRNSA cancelled SIG~NT READINESS BRAVO at 1805Z on 2~ S~ptember. 

B. Washington Area Consumer SUJ?POrt 

Early in the morning on 18 September, prior to the.USS 
Morton's shelling, DIA levied a telephonic requirement on 22 for a 
summary of DRV reactions to the Desoto patrol on 16-J7 September. 
This information had been requested by General Wheeler. DIA requested 
response by 1500 local time. Despite the insuing activity, B2 met 
this requirement by both cable and SIGINT product prior to 17~¢ 
hours. The information was updated, per DIA request, the following 
morning. 

At approximately 1045 on 18 September, a request was 
received from the Secretary of Defense for elaboration of certain 
SIGINT information relating to the incident. The Chief, B205 was 
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immediately dispatched to the Pentagon where he briefed the Director, 
DIA and his staff and later assisted in drafting a memorandum for 
the Secretary of Defense. From there he went to CIA where he 
briefed General Carter on his activities at the Pentagon. 

Throughout the period of 18-20 September the B2 Operations 
Center was in almost constant telephone contact with both DIA, JCS, 
JRC and the SECDEF Watch officer, responding to queries and apprising 
them of all SIGINT developments as they occurred. All requirements 
which necessitated written responses were prepared in the most 
expeditious manner possible and disseminated to the requester by 
message or by courier. Where practicable, these responses were 
immediately followed-up with serialized product to the community. 

In addition, throughout 18-2jiS September B2 maintained senior 
analysts and linguists on board at all times to monitor field transla
tions, technical data, etc. with an eye toward accuracy and presentation 
and to ensure further dissemination to appropriate consumers if 
required. 

The prompt NSA reaction that this effort permitted is well 
evidenced in the following example. On 2~ September, USN-27 issued 1 
a CRITIC to the effect that an attack by DRV naval elements upon the 
Desoto patrol was possible that evening. Within two hours of the ) 
time of intercept, the B2 Operations Center had received the relevant! 
technical data, retranslated and interpreted it and issued an 
amplifying product to the intelligence community which clarified the 
original CRITIC pointing out that the DRV concern pointed equally as 1 

well to the possibility of an attack on South Vietnamese "raiders" ~ 
as it did to an attack on the Desoto patrol. 

IV. OPERATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS ENCOUNTERED 

A. Conununications Outages 

SIGINT Readiness Bravo Outboard was implemented during a 
period when CRITICOM circuits were overloaded and a backlog existed 
at several stations. The additional load of high precedence traffic, 
equipment failure, and poor atmospheric conditions resulted in 
unusually difficult communications problems. 

Throughout the period of the Readiness, B2 was pla,tl~t=d 
with non-receipt of or excessive delays in the arrival of bad1y ne~ded 
product and technical material. Washington Consumers were also 
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concerned about the lack of timely SIGINT input. In some instances 
IMMEDIATE items took as long as 27 hours to reach Washington and 
FLASH items took 6-7 hours. 

In exploring the problem, B2 contacted the Tl Duty Officer 
and was informed of the general deterioration of communications. 
With the details then avail~ble, B2 was in a position to advise local 
consumers on the matter on a continuing basis. In addition, B2 
brought the situation to the attention of the Director and ADP. 
Subsequent action resulted in the declaration of a "minimize" con
dition in an attempt to alleviate the situation. 

B. Distribution of USN-467P Input 

The manner in which USN-467P reported significant intelli
gence gleaned from their intercept has caused considerable concern. 
The problem lies in the fact that while the platform had no SIGINT 
reporting responsibilities per se it did forward certain intelligence 
items to selected consumers, i. e., DIA, JCS and Naval commands. 
While the items reported were relevant to the platform's role of 
direct support ot the patrol vessel, and were therefore of direct 
interest to the addressees selected, it prompted CIA and the White 
House to form the opinion that DIA was getting information they 
weren't. 

Fortunately the case in point was explainable because of 
the communications difficulties, however, future platforms must have 
more definitive reporting instructions and the necessary mechanics 
clearly established to avoid any further instances of this nature. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The following report presents a chronological summary of the events sur
roundtng the 18-20 September Desoto Patrol incident involving two U. S. 
destroyers, the U.S.S. Eliwards and the U.S.S. Morton, on patrol in the Gulf of 
Tonkin. 

Desoto Patrols, accomplished to assert the right of U. S. vessels to patrol 
in international waters and for the purpose of collecting intelligence, were 
established in April 1962 and have operated since in waters off the China and 
North Vietnam coastlines. 

In this instance, the U.S. S. Morton had. a SIG INT collecti.on team aboard 
designated USN-467P. The team included one manual Morse position one ra:io-
telephone position, and one combined manual Morse/radio-telephone I 
position. The personnel complement included both Chinese and Vielnarneseinguists. 
The team's primary mission.ias to m·pvide immed····i·····a····t····e support to the patrol itself, 
and secondarily to intercep RV communications in accordance with tasking 
provided by DIRNSA. 

DIRNSA plans for support of the Desoto Patrol were in two phases. One phase 
delt vtith the patrol under routine circumstances, provided relevant SIGINT tasking 
instructions and necessary procedures for continued technical support for.the per
iod when the patrol would be in progress. The other phase regarded the patrol as 
a potential target for hostile North Vietnamese orl rctions. To 
cover that contingency, instructions were issued which specified the intercept, 
forwarding and reporting procedures to be implemented in the event of an incident. 

NSA25X3 

In reading the following report it may be helpful to bear in mind that mes
sages originated by CTF 77 were from the task force coI!llTlander of the Seventh Fleet; 
those messages from the patrol were designated CTG 77.6.6. USN-414T, indicated 
as the originator on some messages, was a Marine contingent at USM-626J (Phu Bai, 
South Vietnam) charged, in conjunction with USM-626J, with the collection, pro
cessing and reporting of North Vietnamese naval communications. It should also 
be borne in mind that, aside from the SIGINT information which is as complete as 
the purpose of this report appeared to require, this report is based solely on 
that information available to NSA and does not purport to contain all relevant 
non-SIGINT information. 
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CHRONOLOGY - SEPTEMBER 1964 DESOTO PATROL m THE GULF OF TONKIN 

090429Z CINCPACFLT submitted a proposal to CINCPAC for a two-destroyer Desoto 
Patrol in the Gulf of Tonkin. (Tab 1) 

092209Z CINCPAC concurred with JCS proposal to resume Desoto Patrol. (Tab 2) 

102339Z JCS authorized a three day patrol, giving rules of engagement • (Tab 3) 

110354Z DIRlIAVSECGRUPAC informed DIRNSA that a SIGINT support element, designated 
as USN-467P, would embark aboard the USS Morton and gave navigational 
reference points for the patrol. (Tab 4 )' 

112117Z DIRNSA informed appropriate field stations of the forthcoming patrol. 
(Tab 5) 

121733Z DIRNSA sent a message to JCS (JRC) requesting QUEEN BEE DELTA collection 
from Gulf of Tonk.in orbit stressing the importance of VHF connnunic.9.tions 
from airfields inl janduuthemDRV• mm{Tabu6) 

121945Z DIRNSA passed collection guidance for USN-467P. (Tab 7) 

J21951Z DIRNSA issued reporting guidance to the appropriate field stations to 
be implemented in the event of hostile reactions to the Desoto Patrol. 
(Tab 8) 

J22020Z DIRNSA requested CmCPAC to provide periodic position reports of the 
Desoto vessels to enhance SIGINT support to the patrol itself as well as 
to the intelligence community. (Tab 9) 

131203Z DIRNSA informed appropriate field stations, of revised track, for the 
patrol. (Tab 10) 

131836z Chairman, JCS implemented positive control over the patrol to ensure 
immediate withdrawal if required due to political unrest in South Viet
nam. (Tab 11) 

140623Z CINCPAC informed DIRNSA that hourly position reports for the vessels 
was not feasible since the patrol would be under EMCOM (a. mod.e of radio 
silence). (Tab 12) 

141952Z JCS advised of decision to proceed with Desoto Patrol with a 24 hour 
de].ay in execution. (Tab 13) 

151155Z USS Morton advised that the Desoto Patrol was virtually ready and that 
she intended to cross latitude 17 at 160600H. (Tab 14) 
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191121Z DIRNSA sUimr.iarizes curre~t movement of figbter aircraft f 
\ \ (Tab 67) 

1911312 DIRNSA published a. recap of SIGINT observations relating to 2/4 August 
and 18 September, Gulf of' Tonkin Naval engagement. (Tab 68) 

191412Z Morton issued a further recap of' events. ('l1ab 69) 

191522Z USN-27J reported that an element of DRV Navy to change from Grade-One 
to Grade-Three alert. (Tab 70) 

191528Z USN-27 issued a CRITIC, "the Desoto will be attacked tonight". (Tab 71) 
191548z 

191600z DIRNSA issued a message to DIA updating the info'passed the day before 
in reponse to the Chairman JCS requirement, -- see Tab 53. (Tab 72) 

191608Z DIRNSA issued a further report clarifying information of a re orted 
increase in volume of messa es 

Tab 73) 

191704Z DIRNSA issued a follow-up to USN-27 CRITIC concluding that DRV concern 
apt to be over South Vietnamese vessels as well as U. S. destroyers. -
see T<ab 71. (Tab 74) 

191821Z JCS deferred Desoto Patrol. (Tab 75) 

192000Z DIRNSA advised appropriate field stations of suspension of the Desoto 
Patrol. (Tab 76) 

200225Z De5oto Patrol and strike posture cancelled. (Tab 77) 

:::-:0l200Z USN~27J reported a message that all DRV stations were to beware o:s."' the 
Seventh Fleet south of the Demarcation Line. (Tab 78) 

20180~Z DIRI~SA terminated SIGINT RF.ADINESS BRAVO OUTBOARD. {Tsb 79) 

2eiS19z DIRNSA iss~ed report to all relevant field stations terminating SIGTh'T 
READINESS BRAVO OUTBOARD. (Tab 80) 

230J136z USN~·27 relayed a message originated by USN-l1-67P in reply to a DIRNSA 
query providing a list of the SIGINT products received by the USS Morten 
prior to 18 September. (Tab 81) 

250326Z USE-2.? advised that USN-467P was dea.ctiva.ted as of 232359z. ('I'ab 82) 
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151808Z 

152200Z 

161702z 

161810Z 

161917z 

170315Z 

170336Z 

170515Z 

170722Z 

i70830z 

17.0845Z 

171110Z 

l 71521Z 

171630z 
17164BZ 
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DIRNSA provided additional guidance to USN-467P and appropriate field 
stations. (Tab 15) 

DIRNSA provided second day Patrol schedule to appropriate field 
stations. (Tab 16) 

DIRNSA passed additional evaluation instructions to appropriate field 
stations. (Tab 17) 

DIRNSA :fUrnished technical aid to USN-467P and appropriate field stations. 
(Tab 18) 

DIRNSA provided further technical support. (Tab 19) 

USN-27J reported possible alert of DRV Naval Forces. (Tab 20) 

USN-27 reported that the Desoto Patrol had commenced at 170736H. (I'ab 21) 

USN-27J reported DRV establishment of "alert rank l". (Tab 22) 

A DRV Naval message reported the movement of the Desoto Patrol. (T-a..b 23) 

USN~27J reported on further details of DRV alert. (Tab 24) 

USN-467P reported that DRV Naval Sub~Unit Six received orders "to post
pone the Battle". (Tab 25) 

USN-27 reported that DRV radar placed the patrol at 1732N-105E (near 
point Bravo). (Tab 26) 

Upon receipt of the message from USN-467P (Tab 25), DIRNSA asked USN-27 
and USN-27J to confirm or deny the report from their own sources. 
(Tab 27) 

USN~27 and USN-27J responded to DIRNSA's query (Tab 27). Interc8pt 
indicated DRV maintaining 1iefensive vice offensive posture. {':ra'b 28) 

DIRNSA advised appropriate field stations to assure teclLni.cal back-up 
on all serialized producta. (Tab 29) 

1'?1750Z USN-27 reported a DRV Naval Unit in vicinity of point Delta. (Tab 3.0) 

180247Z USN-467P reported t.hat a DRV Naval vessel was preparing for "Battle". 
(Tab 31) 

180350Z USN-27 reported that DRV radar detected the presence cf two (enemy) 
destroyers. (Tab 32) 
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i80356z 

180646Z 

180920Z 

181256Z 

181301Z 

i81338z 

181347Z 

181408Z 

181426Z 

181440z 

i81542z 

i81550z 

181614Z 

18174Bz 

181749Z 

TOP SECRET DIN~1R 
USN-27 reported that DRV Naval vessels and shore stations were ordered 
to effect alert condition One. (Tab 33) 

USN-27 published a further resume o'f DRV message activity. (Tab 34) 

USN-27J reported that. the DRV Navy was to take precautions against 
South Vietnamese vessels attacking the shore. ('rab 35) 

The Morton reported the situation well in hand, no need for additional 
aircraft overhead. (Tab 36) 

COMNAVFORJAPAN released a CRITIC stating that "at 181233Z, USS Morton 
cormnenced firing on closing targets, request cover". (Tab 37) 

USN-27 reported that DRV shore stations were to increase the strength of 
their areas, and be able to distinguish between American ships. ('l'au 38) 

DIRNSA declated SIGINT READINESS BRAVO, and provided reporting guidance 
for appropriate field stations. (Tab 39) 

DIRNSA gave further translation on ''Battle Postponement" --see Tab 25. 
(Tab 40) 

The Morton reported possibility of 3 hostile surface targets sunk. 
(Tab 41) 

USN~27J reported that radio stations are to promote dispersion, camou
flage, and prepare the surface preparations. (Tab 42) 

USS Morton recaps events of attack. (Tab 43) 

JCS queries CINCPAC for specific details of the attack. (Tab 44) 

USN-27 reported that DRV shipping conmrunications reflected the presence 
of the Desoto Patrol. (Tab 45) 

DIRNSA asked NSAPAC REP VIETNAM (o!( and USN~27 for specifi~ details of 
the attack. ('I'ab 46) ~, 

DIRNSA set forth procedures for field stations to follow in event of 
weather reporting suggested a deployment of' Vietnamesi !forces~ 
(Tab 47) 

1Bl945Z USN~27J reported the presen<:!e of' Desoto Patrol in vicinity of' Hon Matt. 
(Tab 48) 

181948Z DIRNSA reported the possibility that DRV Naval authorities fear actions 
by South Vietnamese vessels. (Tab 49) 
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181950z 

182034Z 

i82038z 

i82133z 

182343Z 

190134Z 

190l52Z 

190154Z 

190227Z 

190238Z 
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DIRNSA issued a Gulf of Tonkin report, gisting significant messages that 
preceded the attack on the U. S. Destroyers. (Tab 50) 

DIRNSA requested AFSSO SAC to forward daily forecasts of weather condi-
tions for the Gulf of Tonkin. (Tab 51) - . 

DIRNSA instituted a partial "minimize" on CRITICOM circuits in the 
European and Meditteranean Areas. (Tab 52) 

DIRNSA responded to a DIA request for SIGINT reflection of DRV surveil~ 
lance of Desoto Patrol. (Tab 53) 

USS Morton fired warning shots. (Tab 54) 

DIRNSA implemented CRITICOM "minimize" in Pacif'i~ Area. (Tab 55) 

CINCPAC, in a message to CINCPACFLT, requested more concrete evidence 
that the Desoto destroyers were actually under attack. (Tab 56) 

CINCPAC ad.vised the Patrol to be prepared to initiate or repeat p~trol 
in accordance with original three day itinerary. (Tab 57) 

USN-27J reported that a message intercepted from a shore station stated 
that the enemy fired on the ship. (Tab 58) 

DIRNSA requested NSAPAC REP VIETNAM~to establish communications with 
Phu Bai by CRITICOM or whatever means available. (Tab 59) 

190306Z DIRNSA released a report oq.__.,,......,,,..,,......,,,,...___,.-.,,..------=----,.......--__.FommuniCa'"' N SA2 5X3 
tions anomalies noted on 18 and 19 September. (Tab 60) 

1904l0Z NSAPAC REP VIEI'NAM ~dvised of continuing circuit outage betweer. 
Saigon and Phu Bai. (Tab 61) 

190438Z The M::lrton advised she could. find no evidence of debris to support the 
attack. (Tab 62) 

1905252 USN-27J repor~Pn t~At a DRV message stated that they (DRV) must exe~ute 
correctly alert grade ONE. (Tab 63) 

1905lQZ DIRNSA published a. report that the 18 September engagement i.n the Gulf 
of Tonkin revealed no preparation for initiation of an attack on U. S. 
destroyers. (Tab 64) 

190803Z DIRNSA published a report of the DRV Navy on Alert Conition ONE. (Tab 65) 

19l005Z DIRNSA extends SIGINT READINESS BRAVO OUTBOARD. (Tab 66) 
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BT 
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GULF OF TONKIN DESOTO PATROL j.&.y' 

A. DISCUSSIONS YOUR CA.Pl' 0 1CONNELL MY CAPl'"GIBSON PM 8 SEP. 

B. CINCPAC 062317Z FEB 63 

C. CINCPAC 152334Z AUG 64 

1. AS DISCUSSl!D IN REF A, A PROPOSAL 15 HEREBY SUBMITTED 

TO CONDUCT A TWO DESTROYER DESOTO PATROL INTO THE GULF 

OF 1'0NKIN IN THE LA'M'ER PART OF SEP OR EARLY OCT FOR ABOUT 

A FI:VE DAY PERIOD. INFO HERE CONFORMS TO THE FORMAT 

Jih'E:SGRIBED BY REF B. 

PAtiF.. 2 RUEPCR 185 'I' 6 P S ! C R E 1' 

A. COMDESDIV 52 IN MORTON (DD 948) WITH ADDITIONAL 

DD TO BE DESIGNATED. MORTON WILL BE CONFIGURED WITH 

GOMM BAN SIMILAR TO THAT PREVIOUSLY INSTALLED IN MADDOX. 

B. SHIPS ASSIGNED WILL DEPART E.ITHER SOUTH CHINA 

SF.A OPERATION AREA, SUBIC OR KAOHSIUNG DEPENDENT ON THEIR LOCATION 

TOP SE€RE'f 

,-



-

TOP SEeRET 
WHEN PATROL IS ORDERED TO COMMENCE. PATROL CAN COMMENCE 

ANYTIME DURING THE PERIOD 17 OCT--? OCT. 72 HOURS NOTIFICATION 

REQUIRED. 

C. PROPOSED ITINERARY IS AS FOLLOWS: 

D DAY MINUS MAXIMUM THREE DAYS - DEPART FOR POINT 

ALFA. 

D MINUS ONE - UNREP VICINITY 16N 110E. 

D DAY - COMMENCE PATROL. PATROL BETWEEN POINTS 

ALFA BRAVO, CHARLIE AND DELTA. 

D DAY PLUS ONE - PATROL BETWEEN POINTS DELTA, ECHOE, 

FOXTROT AND GOLF. 

D DAY PLUS TWO - PATROL BETWEEN POINTS FOXTROT, 

GOLF AND HOTEL. 

D DAY PLUS THREE._ PATROL BETWEEN POINTS GOLF, 

FOXTROT, ECHO AND DELTA. 

PAGE 3 RUEPCR 185 T 0 I' ~ E e 1t E T 

D DAY PLUS FOUR - PATROL BETWEEN POINTS DELTA, CHARLIE 

BRAVO AND ALF A. WITHDRAW FROM GULF OF TONKIN AND 

TERMINATE PATROL ON COMPLETION. 

D. TO BE DETERMINED. 

2. NAVIGATION REFERENCE POINTS~ 

ALFA 17-1¢N 107-43E 

BRAVO 17-54N 106-54E 

CHARLIE 18-lf!N 1¢6-43E 

DELTA 18-42N 1¢6-llE 

ECHO 19-23N 106-10E 

FOXTaOT 19-5¢N 1~6-3¢E 

T()P SECRET 



-
GOLF 

HOTEL 

'fOP SE€RET 
2¢48N l</17-r/J</JE 

2</J-26N l</17-Jf}E 

3. IN ORDER TO PROVIDE OPERATIONAL FLEXIBILITY FOR 

CARRYING OUT THE MARITIME AND INTELLIGENCE OBJECTIVE 

OF THE PATROL, THE DESOTO COMMANDER WILL BE AUTHORIZED 

TO CONDUCT RANDOM PATROL AT MODERATE SPEEDS ALONG THE 

DESIGNATED S:roMENT OF THE TRACK EACH DAY. THE PATROL 

GROUP WILL COMMENCE THE COASTAL PATROL DAILY ONE HOUR 

AFTER SUNRISE, RETIRING TO SEAWARD ONE HOUR BEFORE 

PAGE 4 RUEPCR 185 ! 0 P S Ei e R :S 'f 

SUNSET AND DURING PERIODS OF REDUCED VISIBILITY. 

4. THE PATROL GROUP WILL REMAIN AT LEAST TWENTY MILES 

OFF THE NVN MAINLAND AND TWELVE Mn.ES OFF NVN ISLANDS THROUGH

OUT THE PATROL EXCEPI' AS DISCUSSED IN PARA SEVEN FOLLOWING. 

5. Am COVER WILL BE PROVIDED BY THE YANKEE TEAM CVA. 

A SUBMARINE CAN BE STATIONED IN THE GULF OF TONKIN FOR 

SAR IF NF.CESSARY. 

6. THE DESOTO COMMANDER WILL BE UNDER THE OPCON OF 

CTG 77.X IN THE CVA FOR THIS PATROL. 

7. IN THE EVENT OF HOSTILE ATTACK, PATROL 

SHIPS AND AIRCRAFT WILL COMPLY WITH 

RULES OF ENGAGEMENT CONTAINED IN REF (C). 

GP-ONE 

BT 

TOP SEeRE'f 



rror SECRET 
ZC2.CTCC379ZKZK PP ZLA ZSL AOH HI! DE 

Sf'S781 

Ji;UH54(1\ 

PP RUic~PCR 

D~; RUEPCR lfli+ ll/1Bl5Z 

p 1118142 

FM ,JCS 

INFO RUEPWW/W'H!TE HOUSE 

RUEPCR/DIRNSA 

p f/r922f/t92 

FM CINCPAC 

TO JCS/ZEN 

l 11.tF"O C LNCPACl''LT 

AD~INO CINC:PAC 

COY:SEVF.NTI ! n.T 

CUMUSMACV 

B'f 

TANGO THRKI•~ FOR ADMINO CINr.PAr. 

I1i';Sl11'0 PATkOL - GUl.F 01'' TONK.JN .L.S+

A, CINCPAC FLT ¢9f/.429Z PASEP 

L lN vn:w OF' TIME FACTOR RF:F (A) IS PASSED DIRECT. 

ClNGPAC CONCURS WITH PROPOSAL AS OUTLINED SUBJECT 

'I'u .FOL COMMENTS~ 

A , RF.cOMMDm FOLLOWING RULES OF ENGAGEMENT: 

Il\l THE EVENT OF HOSTILE ATTACK, THE PATROL 

SHIPS AND AIRCRAFT ARE DmF.C'l'ED TO FIRE UPON THE HOSTILE 

ATTACKER WlTH THE OBJECTIVE OF INSURING DESTRUCTION. 

TOP SE€RE'F 

I 



'f()P SE€RE'f 
PAGE 2 RUEPCR 184 'I' 6 P S E C R E 't 

SHIPS ARE AUTHORIZED TO PURSUE THE EN1!MY TO THE 

RECOGNIZED "mREE MILE TERRITORIAL LIMIT·. AIRCRAFT ARE 

AUTHORIZED HOT PURSUIT INSIDE TERRITORIAL WATERS (THREE 

MILES) AGAINST SURFACE VESSELS AND INTO HOSTILE AIRSPACE 

(INCLUDES DRV, HAINAN ISLAND AND MAINLAND CHINA) AGAINST 

ATTACKING AIRCRAFT WHEN NECESSARY TO ACHIEVE 

DESTRUCTION OF IDENTIFIED ATTACK FORCES_. SUPS AND 

AIRCRAFT WILL CONFINE THEIR ACTIONS.TO THE ATTACKING 

SHIPS AND/OR AIRCRAFT. 

OF REF A, SAR WOULD BE PROVIDED BY OTC OF CVA TG HAVING 

OPCON OVER DESOTO UNITS. IAW SOP FOR SAR OTC OF NAVAL 

FORCE MAY CALL ON OTHER SAR FACILITIES IN AREA FOR 

ASS!Sf ANCE, E.G. 2ND AIR DIV WHICH HAS AMPHIBIAN RESCUE 

ACFT IN DARANG AREA. ADDITIONALLY CVA TG OPERATING IN 

VICINITY OF Pl' YANKEE WOULD HAVE OTHER DE 1S AVAILABLE 

PLUS ONE DD PROBABLY OR WATCH DO STATION APPROX VIC 

OF 17-20N USE DURING DESOTO OPERATION. 

2. SUBJ TO FORIDOING RECOMMEND DESOTO PATROL PROPOSAL 

IN REF (A) BE APPROVED FOR EXECUTION ON D-DAY 17 SEP. 

J~ FOR CINCPACFLT, WHEN PATROL APPROVED BY HIGHER 

AUTHORITY ARD IN EVENT 34A MAROPS ARE AUTHORIZED FOR 

RESUMPTION, DIRLAUTH CCIWSMACV TO AVOID MUTUAL 

INTER.f'ERENCE AND COORDINATE INFORMATION. ~ 

B'I' 

'f()P SECRE'I' 



ZKZK 00 ZLA AOH HII DE 

00 RUEPCR 

DE RUEPCR 143 11/1509Z 

0 111508Z 

FM JCS 

INFO RUEPCR/DIRNSA 

RUEPIA/CIA 

1023J9Z 

FM JCS 

TO CINCPAC 

lt!Ji'O <.;NO 

CINCPACFLT 

COMUSMACV 

COMSEVMTHFLT 

WHITE HOUSE 

SECDEF 

STATE DEF'I' 

BT 

'FOP SECRET 

T 6 :P ::3 M e tt E 'f .JCS 8516 JJ SEND 

SUHJ ~ DESOTO PATROL )PY 

RI!;Jo': A, CINCPACFLT MSG DTG r/J9f/J429Z (NOTAL) PASEP 

H, ClNCPAG :MSG DTG </t922f/.9Z (NOTAL) 

l, YOU Airn All'l'HO~n l',"r•:li ·ro !~XF.CUTE MISSION PROPOSED BY 

RF.FERENCE A fc'OR A P.l!:IUOD or· 3 DAYS. D-DAY IS 15 SEPT 

SAIGON TIME. 

2. THE FOLLOWING RULES OF ENGAG»mNT ARE APPROVED FOR 

THIS PATROL: 

'FOP SE€RE'f 

I 



TOP SECRET 
IN THE EVENT OF HOSTILE ATTACK, 'rnE PATROL SHIPS AND 

AIRCRAFT ARE DIRECTED TO FIRE UPON 'IHE HOS?ILE ATTACKER 

WITH 'IRE OBJECTIVE OF INSURING DES'IRUCTION. SHIPS ARE 

AUTHORIZED TO PURSUE THE iNPM! TO THE RECOGNIZED 'rnREE 

ILL TERRITORIAL LIMIT. AIRCRAFT ARE AUTHORIZPD HOT 

PURSUIT INSIDE TERRITORIAL WATms (THREE MILF.S} AGAINST 

SURFACE VESSELS AND INTO HOSTILE AIRSPACE (INCLUDES DRV, 

HAINAN ISLAND AND MAINLAND CHINA) AGAINST ATTACKING AIRCRAFT 

WHEN NECESSARY TO ACHil!.VE DESTRUCTION OF IDENTIFIED ATTACK . 

FORCES. SHIPS AND AmCRAFT WI.LL CONFINE mEm ACTIONS TO 

THE ATTACKING SHIPS AND/OR AmCRAFT. ~ 

BT 

'f<lP SECRE'f 



(unclassified until filled) 
NSA FORM !112211 REV AUG 11.1 
(Supenedea N22111 REV /UN 61 
lo be u•ed untfl esh•.,.lllKfJ 

ACTION PRBC....C:I! 

SECRET 
SIECURITY CLASSlll'ICATION 

SPECIAL HANDLING 

L DIRNAVSECGRUPAC DATE1 11 SEPT 64 ACT: 
INFO: 

T01 DIRNi>A 
NSA25X3 

INFO: DIRNAV~ECGRU 

~ 
HQNSAPAC 
USN-27J 

~ E C R E T eOM'fNT C'Kit!Ull'!t~ 

D~OTO PATROL (C) 

A. CINCPACFLT 1~2l{f'JZ NOTAL GENSERV . 
B. CINCPACFLT f/t9"1429Z NOTAL GENSERV 

1. REF B, AS AMPLIFIED BY REF A, PROPOSES A '!WO DESTROYER DEOOTO 

PATROI. IN GULF OF TONKIN, COMMENCING FROM POINT ALFA (LISTED BELOW) 

15 SEP AND CONTINUING FOR ABOUT THREE DAYS. PATROL SHIPS NOT 

DEFINITELY DESIG TO DATE. NAVSECGRUDET (DESIG USN 467P) WILL BE 

.ARKED IN ONE PATROL SHIP TO PRO~IDE SIGINT DIRECT SUPPORT TO 

PATROL UNITS AND CONDUCT SIGINT COLLECTION OPERATIONS. 

2. REF A PROVIDES FOL NAVIGATION REFERENCE POINTS FOR PATROL: 

ALFA 17-10N 1~7~4JE 

BRAVO 17-54N 19'6-54E 

CHARLIE 18-2f/iN l~-42E 

DELTA 18-42N l~-llE 

ECHO 19-2JN 1~6-1(1\E 

DRAll'TER 

DO 

Rll:ll'ERS TO MESSA E 

DTG 

SUIPl!NSE 

Rl:Ll!:ASIN8 O ... ll'ICER 

IWffJY V1A: 00MlN'P 01IANifti;S 6Nfl¥ 

SECRET 

COPY NR. 

B2 
B 
B22 
B23 
B2ti 
DJl 
pq14 
Pe\5 
P~55 
P2 
Tl 
DRF 
ADNSG 

RELEASED AT 

flA8E 

1 OP' 

AGI NR. 

AGO NR. 

I 

PAGES 

2 



(unclassified until filled) 
NSA FORM !112218 REV AUG 83 
(Su,..r .. dee N22BB REV JUN 61 
to be ueed until ••haueledJ 

SECRET 
81ECUIHTY CLASSIFICATIO .. 

ACTION PRll!CEDl!NCE INl"O PRl!.CEDmi!CE SPECIAL HANDLING 

T01 

F1Jl"fR01' 

HOTEL 

i. 9-·5¢N 1~6- l~E 

29'1-'l\BN H/'7-r/l/!E 

21/J-26N H/,7-3¢E 

DATEr 

3. SU~ 46'; f' fl.ILL Hf\ VE ONE EA MM~ RT, AND MM/RT~-------~POSIT 

ANO Crfi i. KWR-·~7 BC3T RECEIVE TERMINAL. PATROL SHIPS• El.INT COLi.El~TION 

C..APABll.I'l"i Wl1L BE AUGMENTED BY USN 467P El.INT OPER. .____ __ lwfi.L 
Ct"JORDil\!ATE S!GINT COLLF.cTION TASKS FOR USN 467P AND 9 iJlll"Li-;:JS O'!'llF.rt-· 

WISE ADVISED, WII.L BE GUIDED BY AUG DESOTO COLLECTION ASSIGNMENTS. 

4. REQUEST APPkOPRIATE SIGINT STAS BE TASKED TO SUPPORT DF..50'f0 

PATROL, ALL MSGS IN SUPPORT OF DESOTO PATROL SHOULD BE ADDRESSED 

TO USN 467P USING' IAsmCRITICOMMmROUTINGmINDlCATORmAND 

FL.ED ·1DE30TO SUPPORT" IN ADDITION TO USN 467P, ENSURE ALL 

S!GlNt PRODUCT COMTAINING REFLECTIONS/REACTIONS TO DESOTO PATROL 

INCLUDE CINCPACFLT, COMSEVENTHFLT, CTF 77, COMNAVFORJAPAN AND 

COMNAVl:!HIL A3 ADEEt3. 

ORAFTER RIELIEASING Ol"l"ICIER 

REFERS TO MESSAGIE :• HAN9hn VIA f.ef'llfMT ettANNl! Lu IJNJ. .. i 
DTG SECRET 
SUSPENSE 

COPY NR. 

ION 

5X3 

P.L. 86-36 

RELEASED AT 

AGI NR. 



\unclassified until fillea1 
l\ISA FORM 1112288 !<EV AUG 63 
(Super.11de• N22BB REV JUN IU 
lo be ueed imrlf exhauared) TOP SECRET 

SIECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

ACTION PRBCl!:DENCI! INP'O PREc:IEDl!:NCI!. SPECIAL HANDLING 

PRIORITY ROUTINE 

& DIRNSA 

T01 

USA --"i2 

INFO: DlRNAVSECGRU 
DIRNAVSECGRUPAC 
ASSTDIRNAVSECGR'llfCOUR!ER) 
Cf?USASA 

I I 1:::r 
1 ~/ 

• :cGouu>J; 
' e P s El e R E 'I' eeMfN'I' enANNELS 

P214/Ql~53 

eetlfIN'f entNNELS 

DATE1 J.l SEP 64 

USN-2?J 

0 
LJ 
8-1 
I .. ::(:p ~~I,/ I 
~PVIETNAM .xi> 
~c 

CINCPAC 
ONI 
CINCPACFLT 
COM SEVENTH FLT 
CTF 77 
COMNAVPHIL 

SURFACE .SURVEILLANCE (DESOTO PATROL) 

1. THIS MSG TO ADVISE PLANS FOR SURFACE SURVEILLANCE OPERATION IN 

GULF OF TONKIN AREA. PATROL WILL BE CONDUCTED BY USS MORTON (DD-948) 

AND ONE OTHER DESTROYER WITH CMDRDEm'ROYER DIV 52 EMBARKED. PATROL 

Diii.A F'TIER I llltlEL&:ASING Ol"l"ICIU• 

L....---....1 in~fw;~~m······!ltr.-"4=6__..87.__S ____ ----il l CH P214. 4688s 

RIEl"IERI TO MEISAGIE -AGI 

DTG 

SUSPENSE 

HANDLE VIA CORINT CHANNELS ONLY 

TOP SECRET 

COPY NR. 

ION 
.. ;.,i ,;:!HFNSA25X3 
~l ,,,,., NSA25X6 

P212 >> 
P2il( 
:pt/i4 

··P0s· 
B 
B2 
B21 
B22 
B23 
B24 
B25 
B26 
C15 
DJl 
DJ2 
DJ3 
ADNSG 
AFSS FM 
ASALNGP 
AUSLO 
DRF 
OP-922Yl 

RELEASIED AT 

112122 
PAGE 

.L. 86-36 

PAGES 

1 OF 3 
Alll NR. 

AllO NR, 

112117Z 

I 



\unclassified until fillea1 
l\ISA FORM 1112288 RE:v .. UG 113 
(SuneraedH IY22H REV JUN 61 
10 "" used unUf <'m•u•led) 

ACTION PRl!.Cl!DENCI!. 

TOP SECRET 
SECURITY CLAS81P'ICA TION 

ICOPV MR. 

INFO PRl!CEDl!NCE 1 SPECIAL MAN11.ING 

-L--~~~~~~~~~..,...l~--••ftr.1ls.•'UT:-=:1a=Nr-~~~~ 

'•Olh DATE1 

T01 

TO BF. HELD 1; TO 18 SEPI'EMBER (SAIGON TIME). COMINT COLLECTION TEAM 

USN-M 7P WJ L~ BE EMBARKED. 2. AREA OF OPERATION. MORTON WIU. 

CONDUCT RANDOY PATROL ALONG FOLLOWING TRACK: . " PC INT LOCATION 

Al.FA 17.lQIN 19\7.43E 

BRAVO 17.54N l(l\6.54E 

CHARLIE 1A.2Q'tN 10l6.41E 

DELTA 18.42N lQ'tf-.llE 

ECHO 19.2'.3N lf!ti.lQIE 

FOXTROT 19.5QIN lq,f-,3q\E 

GOLF 2'/!. f!RN lr/17. f/tf/tE 

J'l'EL 2Ql.2(.N 10'7. 3QIE 

PA"rROI. WTLL Y.OVE INTO COASTAL TRACK ONE HOUR AFTER SU)JRISE AND RETURN 

TO SEA ONE HOUR BEFORE SUNSET AND DURING PERIODS OF REDUCED VISIBILITr. 

PATROL WILL REMAIN 2t. NM OFF NORTH VIETNAMESE MAINLAND AND 12 NM FROM 

OFFSHORE ISJ~ANDS. AIR COVERAGE WIU. BE PROVIDED BY U.S. CARRIERS. 

~. ANTICIPATE THIS PATROL MAY GENERATE! ~lETNAHESEmCOMMONtS'I' 
J .... ····················································NSA25X3 

REACTIONS. 1N THIS REGARD, U.S. ACTION ADDEES FORWARD: SIGINT 

REPORTS ~ONTA TNTW;: A. ALL SIGNIFICANT REFLECTIONS/REACTIONS TO 

DRA .. TER 

DOCUMENT MliiiklAi 

AEFIUH TO MEHASE 

.iO 

AGI 

DTG 

SUSPENSE 

,.ELU .. NO OFFOCH 

fJANBlif!i "v"iA 30MINT CHANNELS ONLY 

TOP SECRET 

RELEASED AT r~UloUJ 

PAGE PAGES 

2 OF' 3 
AGI NR. 

AGO NR. 

27~/11 
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\unclassified until filleGJ 
NSA FORM N22H REV AUG 13 
(SuperaedH N22BIJ RBV JUN 61 
to be ueed until eirllauated) 

ACTION Pl'llKCKDl!NCE 

T01 

TOP SECRET 
S•CUNITY Cl.AS81 ... ICATION 

IPKCIAL HANDLING 

DATE1 

THIS OPERATION IN ES'I'AJn,ISHED VEHICLES AT.APPROPRIATE PREGEDENCE 

ENSURING THAT ORI, CINCPAC, CINCPACFLT, COMSEVEN'fHFLT, USN-467,, 

cTF 77, cctmAVPHIL,I IANI> COMNAVFORJAPAN/ARE 

AMONG ADDEES (WILL ADD CTF 77 TO T~INS 4'H3 LA.'l'ER)r/ USE I ...,., __ _ 
ROUTING INDICATOR FOR USN-467P. B. ANY ROUTINE 'l'ECH SUPPORT DATA 

FOR FMBARIED TEAM (AFTER PATROL HAS.c6MMENcm}, BY APPROPRIATE PREC 

To uSN-467P usINGI IAs q1u1'l:c~ aoU'l'ING INDI.CATOR. KEEP MSG 

VOLUME TO ESSENTIAL MINIMUM AND l"UGALLMSGS QTE DESOTO SUPPORT 

UNQTE, AND INFOR DIRNSA, DAND OTHJm ADDEES As APPRQ})RIATE. 
I " 

4. FORI I/REQUEST I I FORWARD REFLECTIONS AS ABOVE 

-----~----------------------------.. ------~--------------------_,-~-----
~=~r .... ~·-· __ ____, 

~/a: Thie meaaage forwards intormationconcerning USS MORTON 
(DD-948) t)ESOTO patrol from 15 to 18 September d 

AGI 

DTG 

SUSPENSE 'l'OP SECRET 

COPY N ... 

.L. 86-36 

.. El.IEASl:D AT 

PAGES 

3 0... 3 
AGIN ... 

AGO N ... 

27~/11 



\unclassified until fillee11 
NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 113 
(Sup8'HdH N22H REV JUN fll 
lo be ue11d unllf ~""•u•l•d) 

ACTION PRB:Cl!DKNCI!! 
PRIORITY 

TOP SECRET 
COPY NR. 

S•CUflllTY CLA881P'ICATION 

INFO PRECEDIENCB: •B:CIAL HANDLING 

NONE C"MINT CllA?iIWU.S ________ .....________ I UTION 

DIRNSA 

T01 JCS, JRC 

T 0 ~ ~ i S R E T QQ!UN'I' 611:A:HHBiS 

P21/f\354 

ACRP/DESOTO PATROL 

REF MY f/19204'/JZ, P214/0332 

DATE1 12 SEP 64 

IN VIEW DESOTO PATROL SCHEDULED IN GULF OF TONKIN 15 TO 18 

SEPTFz.fBFB, SUGGEST JCS/JRC ACTION TO PROVIDE QUEEN BEE DELTA 

COLLECTION fi'ROM U!JLF ORBIT (18TH TO 20Tff PARALLELS) DURING 

DESOTO OPERATIONS. JUSTIFICATION CONTAINED IN REFERENCE 

PAR~CULARLY PERTINENT DURING SCHEDULED NAVAL PATROL. VHF 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM AIR ACTIVITIES :rNj 
---~========::::;-~""""/--____, 

- HANOI AREAS, AS WELL AS FR~._ ______ l.ACTIVITIES, 

POTENTIAU.Y VITAL DURING THAT PERIOD. 

---------------------------------------------------------------~-----

ADN 
ADP 
P2 
P21 
P04 
P05 
B 
82 
B23 
B26 
D31 
DRF 

5X3 

M/R: Reference contains airborne collection requirements in 
the Gulf or Tonkin and stresses the importance of VHF 
communications from airfields in I t 
and in North Viet Nam. Such communications could have great 
significance during the time or the DeSoto Patrol. This 
action concurred in by" Chief, B2. 

.L. 
86-36 

DfllA .. TIEfll 

I 
fll.LEASIN8 o ...... c." 

......-.B2""""3,£.;;/4,.,..,7""'93 ..... S._.._._ 1....._ ______ 1 USA/CHIEF', P21 
...._~~~~~~~~___. 

e:ERS TO MESSAGE 

AGI 

DTG 

SUSPENSE TOP SECRET 

fllELEAS•D AT 

PAGE 

1 0 .. 1 
Ael Nfll. 

AeO N"· 

121733Z 

I 

PAGES 



(confidential HVCCO until filled) 
NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 13 
(Superaedn N22H REV JUN 61 
to 111' u•ed until eJtllau•tedJ SECRET KIMBO 

81:CUllllTY CLA8•1P'ICATION 

ACTION PRl!Cl!Dl!NCE INFO PRl!CIEDENCI! PECIAL HANDLING 

L 
T01 

INFO: 

DIRNSA 

U3N-4f.?f' I CJ ..... ~R-~T-.. ~-AC-.. ____, 

D 
OIRNAVSECGRU 
~Sb'TDIRNAVSECGRU (COURIER) 
NSAPAC REP V IETNAV JJ¥'{ 
HQ NSAPAC 

I l 
NSAPAC REP PHIL 

I 

sosw (JVIJ 

• !: C ft E 'f' Kif'RQ 

P214/(/i~55 

DATE1 12 SEP 64 

PACSCTRtllGN 

::NSA25X3 
NSA25X6 

AFSS FM/ (COURIER) 

m 
USA-32 ::-:J 

HEREWI'm IS COLLECTION GUIDANCE FOR USN-467 PAPA DESOTO PATROL. 

PART ONE: PRIMARY TARGETS 

A. ~10RTH VIETNAMESE VOICE 

1. SEARCH 1~15fl MC VHF WITH SPECIAL J!MPl:IASIS ON FIGHTER 

AC'rI Vl'l'f AND GROUND CONTROLLERS FROM TH.E FOLLOWING AIRFIELDS/ 

AREAS IN .... 1 _____ ..... INORTHJIETNAM. AS MANY AS FOUR 

DIFFEREM.' FR S IN THE ABOVE BAND CAN BE EMPLOYED AT ONE TIME: 
OllA .. Tl:ll llll:Ll:A81N8 O""ICl:ll 

s USA CHIEF P21 

lll!P'l:lll T -,. AGI 

SESR:~ KIMBQ DTG 

SUSPl!NSI! 

COPY NR. 

B 
B2 
B21 
B22 
823 
B24 
825 
B26 
B27 
P2 
P21 
ADNSG 
AF SS/FM 
ADP 
l-'(1\4 
~5 
AUS LO 
DRF 
ASALNGP 

lll:Ll:A81:0 AT 

..... 
l OP' 

AGI NII. 

A80 NII, 

121 z 

.L. 
86-36 

Ii 
......... 

6 

I 



(confidential HVCCO until filled) 
NIA FORM N2281 REV AUG H 
fS.,,,..Hdee N2211 RBV ]UN tU 
lo lie umed until ezheu•NdJ 

TCh 

SECRET KIMBO 
8KCURITY CLA881PICATION 

DATl1 

PHUC YEN NORTH VIETNAM (129.5 KCS) 

SPF.cIAL DfPRASIS ON AmCRAFT OPBRATDIG OR 5.3, 1.1.25, ll8.l, 
I 

125, 125.2¢, 129, 129.5, 143.25 AID 143 MC. PROBABLY ACTIVE 
f 

BETWEm' 23--15.Z (VH'l'S 5ftl~ APPLIES II PART). 

2. SEARCH FOR VHN NAVAL R/T (SHIP TO SHIP, mIIP TO fllORE). 

COll'YNR. 

1-- ···--··--

VRN PA'l'ROL BOA:l'S FMPLOY 607 (1.5 - 12 MC .AM) AND 6f9 (1#-156 MC Al!) -
f!PE RADIOS. SPECIAL BMFHASIS OB DRV IA.VAL FA~ PATROL BOATS ROTED 

JULY-AUG 64 OPERATING ON 131.~ AND 131.5 MC. BOATS WERE USDG 

TACTICAL CAIJ.S CCllPRISDG TWO-PART PLACE NAM.ES (E.G., RAM DINH 

CALt!tfG SONG CA). REFl!2DCES TO USI OF 5.828 DD 125 MC HA.VE ALSO 

BEEN NOTED. FISHING FLD'l' TRAWLERS DIPLOY HF VOICE D 3 MC RAllGI. 

DRAPTltlt RKL.KA81N8 a""ICKR 

5X3 

ii 
PA•K PA•K8 

~DvDl'l~,.a_,_..,.~.~-rrwi-",ftn .. ~n-.----------------.&...---------------------------1 2 o" 6 
..... ""· 
A•O Nit, 

"9f/114/12 
··-· -··- - •---..-.· • lllliiii•-•••r•-- 1-- ... -· -

SECRET KIMBO 



(confidential HVCCO until filled) 
NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 113 
(Super••dH N22BB RBV JUN U 
to be u•ed until •""'•u•t•cO SECRET KIMBO 

•l:CURITY CLASSl ... ICATION 

INFO PRl!CBDeNCE SPECIAL M oNDL.ING 

..... DATE1 

SEARCH 5~ - lf'iq\ MC FOR GCI, AIR WARNING AND AAA 

COMMUNICATIONS PROBABLY ON SINGLE CHANNEL VOICE. POSSISLE THAT 

SOME MULTICHANNEL ACTIVITY WILL BE HEARD. CALLSIGNS CAN BE 

CODE WORD OR TWO DIGIT. 

B. NORTH VIETNAMEsc==J~uruA.~ MORSE: 

1. VH NAVY 

VHNB 5f\l~ (NAVAL TRACKING NET), FREQ RANGE 24.'/l/i-77- KC. 

OBJECTIVE IS TO LOCATE OUTSTATIONS COPS AND TRACKING STATION'S• 

2. AIR WARNING/DEFENSE 

AAA - ASSOC (VHZB 5(11113). SUB-FILTER CENTERS TO MAIN FILTER 

.ENTER (VHZB 5Cll112). MIL RF.GION FOUR (SOUTHERN DRV) RADAR TRACKING 

FACILITIES (VHZB 5fl602), DELTA AREA COUNTERPART (VHZB 50119, 5f612f)). 

DRAPT•" R•L.•A•IN• OPP' C•" 

D 

... 
JO 

AOI 

DTO SECRET KIM BO SUSPENSE 

'COPY NR. 

5X3 

"•L.•A••D AT 

z ...... ....... 
3 OP 6 

A•I N .. , 

A80 N ... 



(confidential HVCCO until filled) 
NSA FORM N2218 REV AUG 113 
(SuperHdH N221B RBV JUN ISi 
to be u•ed untll ed•u•lecO SECR:ET KIMBO 

811CUlllTY CLA881P'ICATION 

ACTION PRllCllDllNCE INFO PRECllDmNCE SPECIAL H oNDl.ING 

.... DATE1 

PART TWO: SECONDARY TARGETS. SEARCH FOR AFTER PRIMARY TARGETS ON 

A TIME AVAILABLE BASIS. 

1. VB GROOllD FORCES Ulll'1'S l!M1'LOY BO'l'H KV /'lffF Rf!'. F J 

llllLllA81NG OP'P'ICllll 

5X3 

.. AGll 

aDi&C1IJlll!'fA'"'lll:ll'lrrlil'l--------------------"'----~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---....:114 ___ o~P"--__.6=-------

JO 

AGI 

DTG 
IUIPENIE 

A • 1 Niii, 

AGO Niii, 

SECRET KIMBO 



(confidential HVCCO until filled) 
NSA FORM N2218 REV AUG Ill 
(Supweedee N221111 RBV JUN '1 
fo b• ueed until em•uefed) 

TO. 

SECRET KIMBO 
••CURITY CL.A881 .. ICATION 

llPl!CIALM.llCLING 

DATE1 

RIVER DELTA (APPROX 19:3f!N TO 2f!:3fJN). MAY USE Rl~ (21 - 28.5 MC 

FM) WITH MORSE STANDBY COMMUNICATIONS. 

2o SEARCH FOR LOW LEVEL DRV AND VC VOICE 21/J - 88 MC (FM). 

3n VH 

THESE TRAN9USSIONS ARE BELIEVED TO BE l!HANATING FROM .A.'f LEAS'l' 

THE SOUTH!BI PORTION OF NOR~'V'J:J:l'N'AJIANDPOSSIBLY VINH LINH. 

PAirfi 'mREE: EI.INTI ~ORTH VIETNAMESE 

1. CONDUCT GENERAL SEARCH TRROUGHOU'l' FR~UENCY RAIGE SfJ -.lfJ, 

75~ MC: REC<llD ARY MDI OR UNUSUAL SIGNALS AT HIGHmf SPEl!D 

AVAILABLE. 

2. SEARCll FORI ITRANSMISSIONSS9S - 625 MC • 
...._~~~~-;::::::::::!~~~----. 

Bt»9 TRANSO:SSIONS FROM PROBABLY! IWEU INT;mtCEPl'ED 

ft 1N AIRBORNE COMMUNICATION RECONNAISSANCE PLATFORM ON 8/11 

SEPl'EMBER. 

3. REQUES'l' COMINT ALERT ELIRT WHEN COP• S ROTm PASSING 

SIGHTING REPORTS TO DETERMINE TYPES OF RADARS UTILIZED TO TRACI 

TARGETS OR WHER VESSELS OBSERVED II VICINITY OF DESOTO. 

PART FOUR: TECH SUPPORT TO BE SENT DIRECTLY TO USN-467P (USE 

R• •R• 
10 

"'GI 

DTO 

IUIP•Nll: SECRET KIMBO 

COll'Y NR. 

5X3 

ii 

5 o.. 6 
A•I NII. 

A•O NII, 



(confidential HVCCO until filled) 
NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 113 
(Sup•••de• N:l:IBB RBV JUN U 
to be u•ed until emeu•f•dJ 

ACTION PRl!CllDBNCI! 

TOa 

SECRET KIMBO 
SECURITY CLAUIPICATION 

INl"O PRl!Cl!mNCll SPECIAL H. olMJl..ING 

DATE1 

ROUTINE INDICATOR .... 1 _ ___.IUASUFOLLOWS: 

1.. FOR I Fft()YJ:DE TIOOH SUPPORT ..... 1 _____ _____. 

2. FOR I PROVIDE TECH SUPPORT ON VHN TARGETS TO INCLUDE 

VHNB Tm"A AND I lcRYPl'OmSYsm DAT.A.~ A.I.~ PASS 
LOCATIONS OF SURFACE SEARCH RADAR TRACKING COP•S FOR EMPHASIS ON 

ELINT COLL~TION. 

3., FOR~ REQUEST PROVIDE NECESSARY TECH SUPPORT 

SFEC.IFICALLY INCLUDING VHTS/VHZB/VHAB TEXTA. 

PART FIVE: 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FORWARDING/EVALUATING OF ABOVE INTF.RCEPT TO 

FOLLOW. 

OlllAl'Tl:lll 

10 

AOI 

DTG 
SUSPl!NSI! 

llll:L.l:AllN8 O""ICl:R 

SECRET KIMBO 

ICOPY NR. 

A•I NR. 

AGO Niii, 

P.L. 
86-36 

5X3 



\ 

. (confidential HVCCO until filled) 
' 

SECRET KIM BO COPY HR. '-JSA FOR~I '2:'88 REV AUG 63 I 
(Super'<>d<'.• N2l8H REV JUN 61 

to bi' used until exhaust6d) • 9ECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

~~======::.===~====~==========~~~~~~~======="'==================== ACTIOH PRl!!:CEDl!:NCE INFO PRECEDENCE SPECIAL HANDLING 

L·t J Uf:J 'fY ROUTINE NONE 
L--~-)~-Ji_l'J_::)_Jl. ______________ DATEi 12 SEP 64 

~ 
L_J 

N::;A?AC REP VIE'l'NAMfo 

D··················· 

.IL.]~'f01RNAVSECGRU 

PAC ~;.E;CRGN 
OSA .'3APA1: 

S E C R E t KIM~O 

B2QI~,/ ~C/lh~~4 

DIRNAVSECGRUPAC 

9rn,>ECT: REPORTING OF COMMUNIST REACTIONS TO FORTHCOMING 

GULF or TONKIN DESOTO PATROL, 

RE'F P214/0l'3SJ/ll2117Z 

1. CAfo\!OT 1 OF COURSE, PREDICT .... I __ __.bRV REACTION TO 

FORTHGmnm:. DE:SOTO PATROL IN GULF OF TONKIN, BUT' ASSUMING 

Sl'T'DATION SIMILAR TO 2-4 AUGUST PATROL COULD ARISE, WISH TO 

TAKE ADVANTAGE 0F EXPERIENCE GAINED DURING THA'r CRISIS. 

REL.l!AllNQ OFFICER 

ll!!IUTION 

ADP 
Pr/J5 
Pr/J4 
B 
B2 
B21 
B22 
823 
B24 

.I3?5 
B26 
B27 
ORF 
ADN:SG 

NSA25X3 

P.L. 86-36 

FIEL.EAIEC AT 

121915 
Col Ch B2~5 5174s DELMAR C. LANG Lt Col ChB205 517 s PAoE PAOEI 

REFER! TO ME!IAOE -) 
A.GI 

OTG 

SUSPENSE 
SECRET KI~4BO 

1 01" 5 
AQI MR. 

AOO NR. 

¢9015 12 

121 lZ 

I 



(confidential HVCCO until filled) 
NSA FORM N2211 REV AUO H 
(Supw•ede• N2:111a RBV JUN ISi 
to II• u•ed until ........ ,..,, 

"""'*' 
T01 

SECRET KIMBO 
• CUIHTY CLA•IP'ICATION 

DATii 

2o FOR USl-27J~ ~UEST YOU ACCOMPLISH COMINT ~UCT 

REPORTING IAW ESTABLISD!D PROCEDURES. DURING CRISIS USl-414T 

ISSUED MULTITUDE ovl IMF.SSAGEmEXTRAC'rS.WHfCHmwotiii>mlliu 

SERVED INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITITES REEDS BE'lTml HAD THEY BEER 

REDUCED/CONVERTED TO NORMAL PRODUCT. SIGDT PRODUCERS NEEDS 

BEb"T MET THEN BY ELF£TRICAL FORWARDING OF ACTUAL MESSAGES AS 

TECHNICAL FOLLOW-UPS TO SERIALIZED PRODUCT REPORTS. Na!' 

CERTAIN BUT BELIEVE USN-414T ACTION MAY HAVE BEEN DUE TO 

THEIR BELIEF SUCH FORWARDING Nll:ESSARY IN SUPPORT OF SSG/SIXJ 

IITIAT RESPONSIBILITIES. DO NOT BELIEVE RD'LECTIONS/REACTIOIS 

TO DESOTO PATROL REQUIRE REPORTING IN XITIAT CHARDLS. llEEDS 

I REP VIETNAM AND COMUSIACV FOR THESE REFLECTIONS/REACTIONS CAii 

BE SATISFIED BY REGULAR SERIAL!ZID PRODUCT REPORTIRG. REQUEST 

RSA.PAC REP VIETNAM CONFIRM THIS BY RETURI MESSAGE. 

3" FOR l.._ _ ___.I/ ~UEST EVIRY EFFORT BE MADE TO PROVIDE 

FASTBST ELICTRICAL FORWARDING POSSIBLE OF PULL TBCH DB'l'AILS 

OF REI.EVAN'!' IN'l'ER.CEPT .ACC<JIPLISH!D BY QUEEN Blm DELTA. POR 

EXAMPLE: DURIIG GDERAL PERIOD OF LAST GULP OF TOllCIN CRISIS 

-
' AGI 

DTG 
IUl .. l!NIB SECRET KIMBO 

COllY NR. 

5X3 

Ael NR, 

Aeo NR. 



(confidential HVCCO until filled) 
NIA FORM NHll REV AUG H 
fSvpwHdee N22 .. RBV /UN fll 
to be ueed unlU •'""au•fe-0 SECRET KIMBO 

•SCUllllTY CLA••IPICATION 

INPO .. RIECW. ..-.CIAL HMIDLllNG 

-..... DATE1 

TOt 

QUEEN BBE DELTA HEARD I IBA.SID rIGHTERS ACTIVE ON 

VHF AT SAME TIME RADAR TRACKDG REPORTS SUGGESTED._I __ __, 

FIGHTERS WERE MOYDG IRTO IOR'l'H VIETNAM. UCEIPl' BY 

SIGIIT PRODUCERS OF FULL TEXT ':l'RANSCRIPI' THIS PIGRTF.R VOICE 

ACTIVITY WITH MINIMUM DBI.A.I WOULD HAVE MATIRIAIJ,Y EN\fARCED 

OUR CAPABILITY TO ACCURATELY REPORT RAPIDLY DEVELOPING 

BVEN'l'Sn REQUEST ALL TRAISCRIPl'S WHEN EI..r.CTRICALLY 

FORWARDED INCLUDE DIRISA (DDI IOH llD ZAD), ..... I _ ____. 
uSA-32 AND I ls ADDEES. · PRECBDEHCE OF FORWARDnm 

AT YOUR DISCRETION BASED ON cnmCALI?.C OF SITUATIOI/ 

DEVELOPMENTS. IF SIGDT PRODUCT ISSUBD BY YOU FORWARD 

tRANSCRIPTS BY AT LEA.ST SAME PRECEDENCE AS USED FOR PRODUCT 

REPORT. 

4. FOR USK-27: REQUEST YOU RESUMB ISSUAJfCEiOP DAILY 

CHlCOM/DRV DIGlBI' - DF.SO'l'O PATROL (f95/l.18/1316f6Z AUG 

APPLIES). 

IN THE EVERT or 

ADDITIORAL FIGRTIR MOVIMEITS FROM CHINA INTO IOR'ftl VIBTNAK 

lllSLSA• N• OPP CSlll 

CO~NR. 

5X3 

"B8l!Uallll'l'"ID1inmrr-----------L------------~ .. ,... ..,. ••• 
3 OP 5 

,. .. ""· 
A•O Niii, 

SECRET KIMBO 



(confidential HVCCO until filled) 
NIA FORM NZZH REV AUG 11 
(Super• .. • NJ2al RBV JUN ISi 
lo be u••d until •.dl•u•fedJ SECRET KIMBO 

81ECURITY CLAUIPICATION 
ACTION PRllC--..CIE INP'O PRllCBUC:a SPECIAL HMa..ING 

.
•••• 
T01 

DATE1 

HOPEFUL MORE RAPID RESOLUTION OF MOVFMEN'l'S/"FALSE" MOVEMENTS 

POSSIBLE THAN WAS S<METIMES 'ftlE CASE DURDG LAST CRISIS. 

RAPID MOVEMENTS OF RELEVANT TECHNICAL ·DATA rol IFORUUALL .. // 

INDICATIONS APPARENT IN VH AIR MATERIAL AID TO I lroi / 
ALL INDICATIORS APPARENT INc=JmtMATERIAL IS, OF COURSE, 

ISSENTIAL (REQUEST Dm.NSA DDI IOR, ACJI Bl ADDEE AIJ.. 

FORWARDING). DFCAR FOR VH AIR PROBL!M AS BSTJBLISHED MY 

B2ft5/3fl3-64 SHOULD BE MOST HKLPFtn. IN .THIS REGARDBUTD 

IXTREMELY TERSE AND FAST MOVING SITUATION VBRYTIMILY TECH 

FOLLOW-UP REPORTING TO SERIALIZl!ID PRODUCT REPORTIIG ESSEITIAL 

WITH DFCAR, IN THIS SITUATIOI, flllOVIDDG ROUTIRI DAILY WliP-UP - . . . 
\JF TECH DATA AND ACT! IN ES,TABLISHJm, FORMATTED REPORT. 

SUGGEST WHERE RESOLUTIOI OF .ACT! REQU:ius TECHNICAL JUD( mrr 

BASED 011 BOTH VH AND Om AcTIVITY ~ uSE BE HADE BY 

I lor TELECOM EXCHANGES. NSA WILL DO ALL POSSIBLE 

TO ASSIST D1 'l'HIS REGARD. 

6. FOR ALL .ADDEES: IR DISTRIBUTION OF SIGIRT PRCl>UCT 

COMTAINING RIFLl!m'IOIS/RllCTIORS TO DD>TO PATROL ISSllTIAL 

TO ASSURE THAT FOLLOWING ARE IRCLUDBD ·AS ADDDS (11RITIRG 
DRAPTIER RIEi.iE Ne OP" CIER 

COflY Niii. 

5X3 

I 

'i51'1!1JlllD'f'"'D1DnlS"""---------L--------------1 PAelE PA••• 

4 OP 5 

ACll 

DTCI 

IUlfll•NI• 
SECRET KIMBO 

Ael NR. 

AeO Niii. 



(confidential HVCCO until filled) 
NSA FORM NZZll REV AUG Ill 
fSup•••de• N22 .. RBV JUN 11 
to be u•ed untl I •.dl•u•fedJ SECR:ET KIMBO CO~ NR. 

••CUllllTY CLA•al .. ICATION 

INP'O .... Klll:l&llCa 1 IPSCIAL M. lllDLING 

_::--~~~~~--~~~~~--'----~~~~ .... E1Pii&I~~--. '··--. --·-..... DATE1 

TOt 

IN WHERE NECESSARY): 

USN-467 PAPA (USE ROM'ING INDICATOR l..._____.I 
CDCPACFLT 

COMSEVENTHFLT 

CTF 77 

COMIAVFORJAPAN 

C<JmAVPHIL 

NSA25X3 

ALL CVA NSG-DETS WESTPAC 

USN-27 

D 
' < 

~UESTI lmnSE ALL\PIELD S'l'ATIORS ROT ADDBES or 

THIS MSG TO ASSURE INCLUSION \.TH:ESE ADDEIS IN ANY SIGIN'l' 

PRODUCT THEY MAY ISSUE RELATIIG 'l'O DEOO'l'O PATJtOI,. ALL -
.-tESSAGES SEIT IN SUPPORT OF DESOTO PATROL MUST BE SENT 'l'O 

USN-467 PAPA (ROU'l'IRG INDICA.TOR._I __ ..... IPLA.GGBD "DISO'l'O 

SUPPORT". INCLUDE, AS INFO ADDEES. ALL SUCH SUPPORT 

:MESSAGES: USN-27,_I _____ I 
. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------M/R: Thia JDe1111age pro"tidea general reporting gu1d.ance to 
field units f'or f'orthcaming DeSoto Patrol in Gulf' of' Tonkin. 

DlllA .. T•lll 

.......... T .. 

ao 
ACll 

DTCI 

IUl .. •NI• 

lll•L•AalN• O .... IC•lll 

____ .,. ... ......... ~ 

SECR:ET KIMBO 

A•I Nlllo 

.. -· 

P.L. 
86-36 

s 



(confideritial HVCCO until filled) 

(Sup•m1od,.,. "12:lRB REV JUN 61 Q 1'.L J. ~-r;---"'ISA FORll.I N22B8 REV AUG 113 eEe~P"r lZ.f ~t BS ICOPY NR. 

lo br "'""' unlll ezhaualed) 
~~=========::::==:======*===========~·E~C~U~Rl-TY~CL~AFBS~l~~l~CA~T~IO~"===--llllilllll--=----================== 
ACTION PRECl!DBNCE INFO PRECEDENCE SPECIAL h .MDL.ING 

F~lOkITf PRIORIT! NONE 
-----------------~--------------L--------------~-,... .... ~rn=~~~ - ·~ ......... _ Ai'·P ... _. OIRN5A DATE1 12 SEP 64 ' 

T01 

Hi1F0 <-INCPAl:fl .. T 
HQ NSAPAC 
J11$APAC REP PIHL 

USN-27 
IIS11-271I 

I I 

P05 
P¢4 
B 
B2 
B22 
823 

\ msmc n~v:•y~ 
~ 

B26 
DRF 
AUSLO 

P.L. 86-36 

}j llf.NAVSECGftUPAC SU§LO (M) 

5 l'. t R Ji ... T KIMB6 

B~Q\5/ ·~~ -64 

SUBJ!<'.:CT. POSI'rION REPORTS FROM DESOTO PATROL 

L OOR .SIGINT SUPPORT TO THE DESOTO PATROL ITSELF, AND TO 

THE INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY AT LARGE, COULD BE SUBSTANTIALLY 

ENHANCED B! RECEIPI' OF PERIODIC POSITION REPORTS OF DESOTO 

"'ATROL VES6'ELS. IDEAL WOULD BE _HOURLY POSITION REPO;llTS FOR 

~O'fH DESTROYERS. IF SELECTED FIELD STATIONS COULD BE IN 

RECEIPI' SUCH REPORTS ON TIMELY BASIS CORRELATION OF THIS 

INFORMATION WITH SIGHTING REPORTS PASSED ON VARious .... 1 __ ___, 

NORTH VIE:TNW.ESE COMMUNICATIONS COULD THEN READILY BE MADE. 

IT WOULD THEN BE POSSIBLE TO KNOW WITH VIRTUAL CP,TAINTY 

THAT COMMUNIST SIGHTINGS, AND INDICATED INTENTION TO COUNTPE 

THE SIGHTED VESSEL, WAS A REFERENCE TO THE DESOTO PATROL 

DIH l'TI:" llll:Ll:AllNCI Ol'l'ICl:lll 

5X3 

NSA25X6 

1111: Ll:A•l:D AT 

122~ ii 
EIXAR C. LANG/Lt Col/Ch B2~5/5174 PA•• PAGE• D. 

D 
. 1 o~ 2 

ACll Niii. 

AGO NA. 

RE~Elll T MESSA II IE 

-~ DTG 

SUSPENSE SECRET KIMBO 

I 



(confidential HVCCO until filled) 
NSA ~-OFIM '12l!.88 REV AUG 113 s~eR:'li"'"T' Vf•v• B" 'COPY NR. 
(Sup.,,H,.<1••11 IY22RB REV JUN 61 .£.,, .£.,, J. 1'.. l' ] V 
to br 111•ed until •urheu•led) 
~==:::::==:=:=.::::=======~~~~~==~·~EC~U~R~IT~Y~C~L~A~S~Sl~Fl~C~A~Tl~O~;...,===--=--=-=mm-=!==========:=:======= 
ACTION PRltCltDl!NCIE INFO PRl!Cl!DENCI! SPECIAL M oNDLING 

DATE1 

T01 

VF. ·).o:;.E1.~: A5 OPPOSED TO ARY./ A.LL OTHER 

l/F. :)SEL-:., ON WHICH SIGHTING REPORTS ARE ROUTINEI.l PASSED AND 

l NTEkG E nrm. 

~. BfA'L•JNS/PROC.:E:)S"fNG CENTERS WITH TIMELY NEED FOR THE 

lNf."OffMAf"JON A.R8:~ I lDDIJlN"SA~ USN-27, USN-27J, 

..__ _ ___,~u :~r31t. ... J.Z,J ALTRO AT LEAST HOURLY 

f".J:.n.·r1tiN REPORTS PREFERRED» REGULAR POSITION REPORTS AT 

LvMGt.-~~ TlME lNTERVALS WOULD BE HELPFUL IF HOURLY REPORTS 

TOO BURDENSOME OR OTHERWISE NOT POSSIBLE. 

J .. lF mu CONCUR' REQUEST NECF.SSARY ACTION TO PROVIDE 

C(;~ENC !NG WI'IH ARRIVAL AT BEGINNING OF TRACK ON 15 SEP. 

41----------------------------·-··-------------------------------------
M/R:: Tnis me.:ssage requests CINCPAC to arrange tor hourly 
p:Jaition reports on DeSoto Patrol vessels in order that 
muimum SIGINT support can be provided. 

D"Al"Tll:lt 

"Bl"E"S TO ME SAGE .JO 
l111111101 

DTG 

SUSPENSE 

"ELEASING Ol"l"ICE" 

SECRET KIMBO 

NSA25X3 

NSA25X6 

ii 

2 Oii' 2 
AGI N ... 

AGO Niii. 

09017/12 



'unclassifi&d until filled) 
NSA FfJR•.4 NZZBB REV AUG 83 
(SupuraedH N:Z288 RBV JUN 61 
lo he •i.•ed unUI ellltauafed) 

ACTION PRECEDENCE 

"P&"fOJH 

TO: 

!JlRNSA 

3SA-~2 

USA-5'7 
OSM-9 

TOP SECRET 
BIECURITY CLABBIP'ICATION 

INFO PREc:EDl!NCE SPECIAL HANDLING 

uSM.;;;626 
USM-626J 

DATE1 13 SEPl'EMBER 1964 

EJ . 

' 0 p a E e ft E lffeeMBff BIJMfNmiS 

B2f/o5til'1i-64 

SUB.J :: .l5-18 SEP!' DESOTO PATROL IN GULF OF TONKIN 

9.·ottoWJ.NG ALTERS TRACK INDICATED IN MY P214/035J/112111z: 

PATROJ, WILL BE CONDUCTED I.A.W FOLLOWING !TINER.A.RY (TRACK .A.S 

ST.A.TED IN P214/0353 EXCEPI' FOR POINTS GOLF AND HOTEL WHICH WILL 

NOT BE USED): 

(1) D DAt - 15 SEP!': COMMENCE PATROL. PATROL BETWEEN POINTS ALF.A. 

BRA~08 CHARLIE AND DELTA. 

(2) C DAY PLUS ONE: PATROL BETWEEN POINTS DELTA, ECHO AND FO$OT 

0) D 1.U(f PLUS 'IWO: PATROL BETWEEN POINTS DELTA, CHARLIE, BR.A.VO 

DRAFTER 

REF'EFtB TO MESSAGE e.o 
AGI 

DTG 

SUSPF.:NSF. 

RELl!.ASING OFFICER 

D. C. LANG LTCOL U 

HANDJ .E XIA COMDJ!l' CH Ul:mi:l.S OW±.1 

TOP SECRET 

COPY NR. 

ADP 
Pf}5 
1204 
P2 
P21 
P212 
f'2l4 
B "'""'"' NSA25X3 
B2 NSA25X6 
B22 
B23 
B26 
ADNSG 
ASALNGP 
OP-922Yl 
AUSLO 
DRF 

P.L. 86-36 

RELEASIED AT 

1 OF 2 
AGI NFt. 

AGO NR. 

1Jl20,'.3Z 

PAGES 

I 



\unclassified until filled) 
NSA FORt.I NZZll REV AUG II 
(Sup ... edH N2J88 RBV /FIN U 
to be u•ed unlU eidleuel•dJ 

ACTION P"•CllDl!NCI! 

T01 

TOP SECRET 
8SCURITY CLA881PICATION 

DATE1 

AND AU,A. WITHDRAW FROM GULF OF TONIIN ARD TERMINATE PATROL. 

l'A'!'JiUL IS TO BE ADJUSTED AT THE DISCRETION OF 'fttE 

PAT.RCJL COMMANDER IN ORDER TO EFFECT PATROL AS DESCRIBED ABOVE AND 

YE'l' ALLOW FOR MAXDfUM FLEXIBILI'l'Y TIKEWISE TOWARDS MAXIMUM ALL 

SOURCE l N'l'ELLIGENCE COLLF.CTION. 

- ·-------- --------------------------------------------------------M/F. ~ Pr·oride:s information needed by field stations am processing 
ce.n!.er·=~ r't'!ga.rding track to be used by Gulf of Tonkin Desoto Patrol 
trhi ~~h iF to c:'111111.ence on 15 September Saigon Time. 

DllAPTlltR 

AGI 

DTG 

IUSPF.NS• 

ff:MmLE Y!A Ca4INT CHANNELS ONLY 

'fOP SECRET 

COPY NR. 

R•L•ASlltD AT 

...... PA8•S 

2 OP 2 
A81 NR. 

A8D NR. 

j 



ZSL DESPS139U253¢ 

RUEPCR 

DE RUEPCR ¢65 13/184¢2 

Z 1318362 ZFFJ 

FM JCS 

TO RUHPA/CINCPAC 

INFO ZEM/CNO 

RUHPB/CINCPACFLT 

RUATUL/COMSEVENTHFLT 

RUEHCR/AMEMB SAIGON 

RUEMCR/CTF 77 

CUMCCR/CTG 77.6 

RWEWCR/COMDESDIV P2 

RUECCR/USS MORTON 

RUECCR/USS RICHARD S EDWARDS 

BT 

, 0 f 0 E e R E ~ uCS 86¢9 CHAIRMAN SENDS 

SUBJECT: DESOTO PATROL 

REFERENCE: 8518-64 DTG 1¢/23392 SEP (NarAL) 

L AS RESULT OF HIGH LEVEL WASHINGTON CONFERENCE ON 

SITUATION SVN, IT IS DESIRED THAT CAPABILITY TO POST

.PONE SCHEDULED DESOTO PATROL BE ESTABLISHED. DECISION 

TO PROCEED OR POSTPONE WILL BE TAKEN IN WASHINGTON BY 

18©¢ HOURS EASTERN DAYLIGHT TIME 14 SEPTEMBER. 

2, REQUEST YOU ESTABLISH POSITIVE CONTROL AND ADVISE 

LATEST TIME YOU MUST HAVE DECISION IN ORDER FOR 

PATROL TO WITHDRAW PRIOR TO REACHING POINT ALPHA. GP 3 

RT 

I 



DE YHLANA 14/¢6252 SEP 

ti ZKZK PP SOA DE 

P 140623Z 

FM CINCPAC 

TO DIRNSA 

CINCPACFLT 

INFO DIRNAVSECGRUPAC 

NSAPAC REP VIETNAM ~ 

USN-27 

USN-27J 

SUSLO (M) 

HQ NSAPAC 

e NSAPAC REP ffi!L 

USA-32 

SECRET KIMBO 

S B C H B 'T' KilfBO DESOTO PATROL - GULF OF TONKIN 

A, DIRNSA B2¢5/¢6-64 DTG 122¢2¢Z 

l, REP A SUGGESTED DESOTO PATROL MAKE HOURLY POSIT REPORTS 

IF' POSSIBLE IN ORDER RELATE THEM WITH COMMUNIST SIGHTING REPORTS 

AND INDICATED INTENTIONS TO COUNTER SIGHTED VESSEL. 

2.. DESOTO PATROL WILL OPERATE UNDER EMCON CONDITIONS DURING 

e SOM"E 'Pt-lASES OF P..ATROL NEGATING TRANSMISSION POSIT REPORTS DURING 

THESE PERIODS, 

SECRET KIMBO 

'NSA25X3 
NSA25X6 

P.L. 
86-36 

• 

I 



SECRET KIMBO 
3. DESOTO PATROL UNITS EMBARKED COMINT CAPABILITY PERMITS 

RECEIPT OR VARIOUS SIGHTING REPORTS AND ~ !INTENTIONS, 

BASED c; THIS WOULD APPEAR THAT INFO DESIRED BY REF A COULD BE 

FULFILLED AS FOU.OWS~ 

Ao DESOTO PATROL UNIT RECEIVES NVJj._ __ ..... lsfGHTING REPORTS 

AND EQUATES THEM WITH HER POSIT. 

B. IF SIGHTING REPORT AND RELATED ENEMY INTENTION TO 

COUNTER MSG JIBES WITH DESOTO PATROL POSIT, DESOTO UNIT 

WILL BREAK EMCON AND GIVE POSIT, COURSE, AND SPEED WITH 

TIME TO ALCON PATRICULARLY ADDEES PROVIDING S!GINT SUPPORT. 

C. IF SIGHTING REPORTS AND/OR ~INTENTION TO 

COUNTER MSGS DO NOT JIBE WITH DESOTO PATROL SHIP POSIT DESOTO 

UNIT WILL REMAIN SILENT. FROM THIS SILENCE INTERES'l'ED ADDEES 

CAN DEDUCE THAT SIGHTING REPORT AND/OR N~ 'INTENTION 

TO COUNTER DO NOT EQUATE WITH DESOTO. 

D. WHENEVER DESOSO UNIT IS REQUIRED TO TRANSMIT SHE WILL 

INCLUDE HER POSIT, COURSE, SPEED, AND TIME. 

4" BELIEVE PROCEDURE OUTLINED IN PARA WILL MEET REQUIREMENT 

IN REF A. 

5. FOR CINCPACFLT. REQUEST DESOTO UNIT CARRY OUT INTENT OF PARA 

SECRET KIMBO 

NSA25X3 



DE RUEPCR ¢96 14/1955Z 

Z 141952Z ZFF6 

FM JCS 

TO RUHPA/CINCPAC 

INFO ZEN/CNO 

RUHPB/CINCPACFLT 

RUMSMA/COMUSMACV 

RUATZL/COMSEVENTHFLT 

RUEPCR/DIRNSA 

RUEPIA/CIA 

RUEHCR/AMEMB SAIGON 

RUMFUI/CTG 77 

RUMGCR/CTG 77.6 

RUMGCR/COMDESDIV 52 

RUMGCR/USS MORTON 

TOP SECRET 

\ 

RUMGCR/USS RICHARD S. EDWARDS 

RUEPWW/WHITE HOUSE 

ZEN/SECDEF 

RUEHCR/STATE DEPT 

BT 

~ 0 P ~ E C R E T JCS 8625 JCS SENDS. 

SUBJECT~ DESOTO PATRO~ REF: JCS 86¢9 DTG 131836Z 

DECISION IS TO PROCEED WITH EXECUTION OF DESOTO PATROL, 

HOWEVER, YOU ARE AUTHORIZED DELAY EXECUTION OF PATROL UP 

TO 24 HOURS. REQUEST YOU ADVISE JCS IF LONGER DELAY IS 

REQUIRED AND WHEN PATROL COMMENCES. ~ 

BT 

T()P SECRET 

• 

I 



DE RUEPCij 130 15/18552 

0 1518542 

FM JCS 

INFO RUEPWW/WHITE HOUSE 

RUEPCR/NSA 

RUEHCR/STATE 

RUEPIA/CIA 

0 1511552 

FM CTU 77.6.6 

TO AIG 181 

ZEN/CTF 77 

ZEN/CTG 77.6 

INFO ZEN/TU ?7.6.6 

ZEN/CTF 76 

RUWDAF/MOPHOTO PAC 

RUMSMA/COMUSMACV 

ZEN/NAVCOMMSTA PHIL 

RUMJIR/AMEMB SAIGON 

BT 

DESOTO PATROL OPSUM ~ 

A. JCS 1419522 

B. CINCPACFLT 1323112 

C. COMSEVENTHFLT 1206332 

SE€RErr 

1. 152000H POSIT 16-55N 108-23E. BOTH SHIPS FUELED BY CTG 77.6 

AND NOW HAVE 94 PER CENT ON BOARD. WEATHER AND SEA CONDITIONS 

MUCH IMPROVED . 

SECRET 

I 



SECRET 
2. INTEND SET EMCON AT 1524¢¢H EXCEPI' FOR .... 1 ___ IANDUSURFACE 

RADAR NAVIGATIONAL SWEPS. 

PAGE 2 RUMFCR B ~ E C R l T 

3. UN':'")IR ~NTEND CROSS LAT l 7.J/i¢N AT 16¢60¢H AND COMMENCE 

ASSIGNED PATROL AT 16¢74¢H IN CONSONANCE WITH REFS ALFA, BRAVO, 

CHARLIE. 

SP-' 

BT 

SECRET 

• 
NSA25X3 



(confidentiahAVCCO until filled) 
NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 63 ope~c'r ILf ~t 88 lcoPY NR. 
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61 ~ r.., I'\.£.. l ~- r;- --
to be used untll exhausted) 
::============:::::::=========~============;SE~C~U=R=IT~Y~C~L~A~SS~IF~IC~A~T~IOP~'========""""'=o:::=!::::================= 
ACTION PRECEDENCE INFO PRECEDENCE 

PRIORITY ROUTINE 

- ROMi DIRNSA 

T01 USN-4(;7P 

INFO: USN-27 
USN-27J 
USM-626J 
NSAPAC REP .IAPAN 

----l0 HQ NSAPAC 
I DIRNAVifRUPAG 

S E C R E T KIMEO 

SUBJECT: DESOTO SUPPORT 

SPECIAL t; .HOLING 

NONE 

DATE1 15 SEPTEMBER 1964 

1. IF INDICATIONS IN THE VHNAH-3 TRACKING CODE DURING THE UPCOMING 

DESOTO PATROL ARE COMPARABLE TO THE 31 JULY - 2 AUGUS'l' PERIOD THE 

FIRST SURFACE RADAR TRACKING OF THE PATROL WILL BE REPORTED FROM 

-VDJH SON WHO IS PRESENTLY USING TX CALLSIGN C5VP. AS THE PATROL 

MOVES NORTH A RADAR STATION IN THE VICINITY OF CAP ST ANNE WITH TX 

CALLSIGN PSPJ AND AN OBSERVATION POST ON HON MATT WITH TX CALLSIGNS 

JB3K WILL PROBABLY REPORT ITS POSITION. (JB3K IS PROBABLY A VISUAL 

SIGHTING STATION.) AS THE PATROL MOVES NORTH A RADAR STATION AT 

MY DUC WITH TX CALL 9WPU WILL PROBABLY TRACK AND REPORT ITS POSITION 

ETC. 

CRAl"TER 

REFERS TO MESSAGE 

A Go 
.GI 

OTG 

SUSPENSE 

N 
0 

N 
E SECRET KI~tBO 

B 
B2 
B22 
B26 
P¢4 
P¢5 

I BUT ION 

NSA25X3 
NSA25X6 

.L. 86-36 

REL.l!ASl!C AT 

PAGES 

1 OF 4 
AGI NR. 

AGO NR. 

I 



(confidential HVCCO until filled) 
NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 83 
(Superaedea N2288 REV JUN 61 
to be u11ed until erhauded) 

ACTION PAl!Cl!Dl!NCI! 

T01 

SECRET KIMBO 
IECUfUTY CLAlllF'ICA TION 

INFO PAl!CEDl!NCI!. •ECIAL M. INCL.ING 

DATEs 

2. WHEN THE INSTALLATION OF SURFACE RADAR WAS BEING PLANNED IT SEEM 

THE MILEAGE OF THE COASTLINE .... 1 --------

BORDER WAS DIJIDED BY THE RELIABLE EFFECTIVE RANGE OF THE SURFACE R 

TO BE ERECTED. THIS IS APPARENTLY CONFIRMED FROM THE DISTANCES 

KNOWN LOCATIONS OF TIIE SURFACE RADAR, VIZ., THE DISTANCE BETWEEN 

VINH SON AND A SITE IN THE VICINITY OF CAPE ST ANNE IS 7r/J MILES, AND 

FROM THIS SITE TO MY DUC IS 7'/J MILES, FROM MY DUC TO DO SON PENINS 

IS 7f/J MILES WITH EACH STATION OVERLAPPING THE ONE ON EITHER SIDE OF 

IT. THE RELIABLE EFFECTIVE RANGE FOR THIS TYPE OF RADAR IS APPROX 

.35 MILES. THE DISTANCE FROM VINH SON TO THE l 7TH PARALLEL IS 7¢ M 

BUT A SURFACE RADAR IS NOT IN '!'HIS AREA EVEN THOUGH THE PATTERN OF 

.NOWN SURFACE RADAR STATION SITES SUGGESTS THAT ONE SHOULD BE LOCAT 

HERE. THE INSTALLATION OF SURFACE RADAR HERE MAY HAVE BEEN LEFT FOR 

A FUTURE DATE BECAUSE OF ITS PRESENT VULNERABILITY TO ATTACK FROM 

SOUTH VIETNAMESE JUST ACROSS THE BORDER. NOTHING IS KNOWN ABOUT 

NORTH VIETNAMESE SURFACE RADAR .... 1 ------------

MOST INTERESTED IN COLLECTION OF ANY EMISSIONS FROM ISLE DU KERSAINT 

21-22N 1¢7-57E AND PERHAPS THE ISLAND OF KAOTO 21 ... lN lr/J7-5¢E AND 

"E"E"I T MEii GI: 

/- :ao 
AGI 

DTG 

SUSPENSE 
SECRET KIMBO 

COPY NR. 

AME SE 

5X3 

IU:LIEA ltO AT 

2 0,. 4 ,.., ...... 
AGO ...... 



(confidential HVCCO until filled) 
NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 63 
(SupersedeB N2288 REV JUN 61 
to be used unt II exhau Bled) SECRET KIMBO 

SltCURITY CLASSIFICATION 

ACTION PRl!Cl!ca.CE INFO PRECEDENCE SPECIAL H.IHDL.ING 

.-ROMs DATE1 

T01 

S~APAK WAN 2¢-57N 1¢7-46E. 

3. THERE ARE ADDITIONAL RADAR SITES OTHER THAN THOSE LISTED WHICH 

7¢ MILES APART, AND BECAUSE OF LAND MASSES BLOCKING THE LINE OF SIGH 

A SUSPECTED SITE ON LONG CHAU (ISLE NORWAY) IS LOGICAL BECAUSE THE 

RADAR LINE OF SIGHT FROM DO SON PEN~SULA IS BLOCKED BY LAND FOR 

SHIPS ENTERING HA LONG BAYa 

COPY NR. 

4a IN ADDITION TO RADAR, THERE ARE A FEW VISUAL SIGHTING COPS BUT 

NOT SEEM TO BE MORE THAN 12 COPS IN OPERATION BY THE NORTH VIETNAl"U:.u.q, 

POLLOWING ARE TWO PREVIOUSLY UNRBPORTED SURFACE RADAR LOCATIONS ALON 

WITH THEIR TRANSMITTING CALLS: 

SOGl POSSIBLY ON DO SON PENINSULA 2¢-41N 1~-47E 

ZSLH POSSIBLY ON ISLE NORWAY 20-37N 1¢7-1¢E 

THE COPS TRACK THEIR OWN PATROL AND TORPEDO BOATS AS WELL A 

ENEMY SHIPSo I'l' CAN BE DETERMINED FROM THE MESSAGES HOW MA.Y BOATS 

REI.EASING OFFICER 

REFERS TO MEHAGIE 

GO 

AGI 

DTG 
SUSPl!NSE 

SECRET KIMBO 

RELEASED AT 

3 01" 

AGI NR. 

AQO NR. 

5X3 

ii 

PAGES 

4 



(confidential HVCCO until filled) 
NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 63 
(Supersedes N22BB REV JUN 61 
to be used until exhausted) 

ACTION PFUECl!:DltNCI!: 

,·ROMs 

T01 

SECRET Kltvf BO 
SllCUIUTY CLASSIP'ICATION 

INFO PRECl!:DENCI!: SPECIAL~- \NDl..ING 

DATE1 

COPY NA. 

ARE IN A GIVEN TARGET SIGHTING AND IF THE QUANTITY OF PATROL BOATS CEEDS 

THAT WHICH MIGHT BE CONSIDERED AS A ROUTINE SHADOWING OPERATION IT 

MAY INDICATE AN IMMINENT ATTACKe PRIOR TO THE ATTACK ON 2 AUGUST TR CKING 

MESSAGES GIVING THE MADDOX 1S POSITION WERE IDENTIFIED WITH A DINOME 

OF 62 IN THE A2AB POSITION, THE DRV Pr BOATS WERE IDENTIFIED WITH 

58 AS A2AB, A GENERAL CATEGORIZATION OF NON WARSHIPS WAS IDENTIFIED 

WITH 0</J AS A2AB 

M/R: Support to forthcoming DeSoto Patrol. Priority precedence 
employed. due to need for timeliness in receipt or this information. 

llllEP'ERI T MESIAOll 

GO 

AGI 

DTG 

SUSPENSE 

lllll:LllAllNO Ofl'P'ICll:lll 

SECRET KIMBO 

IUlLllAlll:D AT 

4 OP' 

AOI Niii. 

AOO Niii. 

PAO ES 

4 



\unclassified until filled) 

NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 63 
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61 
to be used untll exhausted) TOP SECRET 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

ACTION PRECEDENCE INFO PRECEDENCE SPECIAL HANOl...ING 

TO: 

INFO~ 

DIRNSA 

q 
U~S .... A--"""'2,........ 

USM-626 

DIRNAVSECGRU 
DIRNAVSECGRUPAC 
ASSTDIRNAVSECGRU 
CGUSASA 

PACSCtrn6~ 
I I 

AFSS FM 
~Q NSAPAC 
I I 

USAFSS 

PRIORITY 

I I 
I 

T Q 'P a E Q R J; T QOMINT QHMHJELS 

P214/¢366 

A. JCS 1516572 CITE 8663 

B. MY 1420422 P055/292-64 

COMIWT 

DATEi 15 SEP 64 

USN-27J 
USN-27 

UNCODED 

USM-626J. 

NSAPAC REP ffiit. 
PACOM ELINT CENTER 
SUSLO (M) 
NSAPAC REP VIETNAM ( C) 
I I 
CHASAPAC 
CINCPAC 
ONI 
CINCPACFLT 
COMSEVENTHFLT 
CTG-77 
CO~AV1'1IL 

L REF ALFA REPORTS DESOTO PATROL NOW SCHEDULED TO COMMENCE OPER-

ATION ONE HOUR AFTER SUNRISE 17 SEP LOCAL TIME. 

DRAFTER 

e::ERS TO MESSAGE 

AGI 

OTG 

SUSPENSE 

RELEASING OFFICER 

HIEF, P214 4688s 

Ill\:MBLE 'IIA COMIM'f CHAMiffi.L;, e!VLY 

TOP SECRET 

COPY NR. 

ISTRIBUTION 

P2 
P21 
P212 
P214 
P¢4 
P¢5 
B 
B2 
B21 
B22 
B23 
B24 
B25 
B26 
Cl5 
D31 
DJ2 
D33 
ADNSG 
AF?§FM 
ASALNGP 
AUSLO 
DRF 
OP-922Yl 
P055 

RELEASED AT 

15215¢ 
PAGE 

1 OF 2 
AGI NR. 

AGO NR. 

¢925¢ 15 

1522¢¢2 

?'NSA25X3 
NSA25X6 

i 

P.L. 86-36 

PAGES 



lunc1 ossified until fi I led) 
NSA FOR•~ 'J22B8 REV AUG 63 
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61 
to be w; ed unt II exhausted) TOP SECRET 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

ACTION PRECEDENCE INFO PRECEDENCE 1 SPECIAL HANDLING 

DATE: 

TO: 

2c PA"l'ROL Wll,L BE CONDUCTED ACCORDING TO THE FOLLOWING SCHE!JUT .... Ec 

ARRIVE DEPART 

POINT A 1623482 

POIN'I' D 17~957Z 

POIN'f D 1723442 

POINT F 18¢955Z 

POINT D 1823442 

POIN'f A 19¢9492 

M/R; Provides additional data on DESOTO PatroL 

OR AFTER 

DOCUMENT MARKING 

REFERS TO MESSAGE 

AGI 

OTG 

SUSPENSE 

HAHl3Ui VIA GOMIN'F GIIANHSLS ONL¥ 

I OP SECRE'F-

UI .. I RIBUTIOH 

RELEASED AT [:i!ULU) 

PAGE PAGES 

2 OF 2 
AGI NR. 

AGO NR. 

u " 

I 

I 



(confidential HVCCO until filled) 

~~~e:sc:~~,s~J~:BRREEVV~~~~~ SECRET KI~tBO \COPY HR. 
to be used untJ1 exhausted) 
==================~==========~SE~C~U~R=IT~Y~C~L~A5~5~1F~IC~A~T~l0t~'========""""'~==!::::::==:=:=============== 
ACTION PRECEDENCE INFO PRECEDENCE 

_ ROUTINE ROUTINE 

'ROMi DIRNSA 

TOs USN-467P I I I _ ____. 
INFO~ DIRNAVSECGRUPAC 

DIRNAVSECGRU 
ASSTDIRNAVSECGRU (COURIER) 
NSAPAC REP VIEI'NAM (C) 
HO NSAPAC 

I I 
I NSAPAC REP PBIF 

I I 
SUSLO (M) 
USAF SS 
PACSCTYRGN 
AFSS FM (COURIER) 

S E C ft E ~ K;:g,mQ 

P214/</J371 

.EPTEMBER DESOTO PATROL 

SPECIAL k .HOLING 

NONE 

DATE: 16 SEPT 64 

CH ASAPAC 
PEC 

USN-?/ 
QSNo;.;;27J 
USA-32 

I 
OSA-57 

I ~ 
USM-.9 

USM-626 
USM-626J ..______.I " 

FORWARDING/EVALUATION INSTRUCTIONS. FLAG ALL INTERCEPT DESOTO. 

Ao MM DISTRIBUTION: 

(1) I UNCODED I COPIES 1 AND 2 TO NSA, ATTN: B22. 

Cl"•"'Tlt .. 

REFi!RS TO MESSAGE 

N 
0 

OTG N 
SUSPENSE E 

I I 
COPY 3 TOUNCODED 

I I 

cpPY 4 To I UNCODED 

COPY 5 TO USN-27. 

RETAIN REMAINDER. 

SECRET KIM80 

P2 
P21 
P2].4 
P¢4 
Ns 
B 
B2 
B21 
B22 
B23 
B24 
B25 
B26 

I BUT ION 

B27 
ADNSG 
AFSS FM 
ASALNGP 
ADP 
AUSLO 
DRF 
P215 

";;;,>'e'"''NSA2 5X3 

NSA25X6 

.L. 86-36 

PAGES 

1 OF 4 
AQI NR. 

AGO NR, 

</J9</J78/16 

I 



(confidential HVCCO until filled) 

(SupersedeR .'V2288 REV JUN 61 () L 1'..L &_ l V NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 63 epef>PT v1~v1 BA !COPY NR. 

to be- used u11t/1 exhausted) 

:=:::====~~:=:=.:;~:;:::::=======~==========~SE~C~U~R~IT~Y~C~L~A~SS~l~Fl~C~A~Tl~ON~==::=:::..::..""""'~=:e================== 
ACTION PRECEDENCE INFO PRECEDENCE SPECIAL H .HOLING 

DATE: 

TO: 

(2) v1L COPIES 1 AND 2 TO NSA 9 ATTN~ B26" 

COPY ~3 TO USM:-626J 

GUPY 4 TO USM-9 

COPY 5 (VRS/N) TO USN~27 

COPY 6 TO USN-414 

B, R/T MULTICHANNEL DISTRIBUTION~ 

<11 l ALL TAPEs To 1 l•A.m~ 1 
.....__-:::::==---_.;;.;, 

c 2) vn; ALL I I to uSM-626J, ALL _I ___ I To usA-32. 

C, ALL ELINT MATERIAL TO PACOM ELINT CENTER .• 

Do FOR ALL; FOR PURPOSES OF THIS PATROL, REQUEST ANY ELECTRICAL 

-ORRESPONDENCE WITH NSA INCLUDE DDl'S ZULU LIMA ALFA, ALFA OSCAR 

HOTEL AND HOTEL INDIA INDIA. 

E, EVALUA'rION INSTRUCTIONS~ 

( 1) FOR I I/REQUEST YOU PROCESS ALL .... I __ IINTERCEPI' 

IMMEDIATEL'f AFTER RECEIPI' AND PROVIDE EVALUATION ELECTRICALLY TO 

DIRNSA, ATTN~ P21 AND B22. UPON COMPLEI'ION TRANSCRIBING, FORWARD 2 

COPIES OF TRANSCRIPTS TO DIRNSA, ATTN: B22, ONE COPY TRANSCRIPI' TO 

DRAFTER 

REFERS TO MESSAGE 

tl:.o 
AGI 

DTG 

SUSPENSE 

RELEASING OFFICER 

SECRET KIMBO 

IBUTION 

5X3 

RELEASED AT 

PAGES 

2 OF 4 
AGI NR. 

AGO NR. 

8 16 

• 



(confidential HVCCO until filled) 
NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 83 
(SupeuedH N2288 REV JUN 61 
to be uaed untll emauated) 

TOr 

·. 
SECRET . KIMBO 

SIECUAITY CLAS•IF'ICATION 

DATEr 

(2) FOR USM-626J/USA-32. UPON COMP!BfION TR.A.NSCRIBING, FORWARD 

·' 
GIST ELECTRICALLY AND HARD COPIES OF TRANSCRIPTS TO DIRNSA, ATTN: 

B26; ONE COP! To ONE COP! TO u511.;;9; ONE COPY mti/s TO 

USN-27; ONE COPY VHA/T/V/Z TO USA-57. HOLD TAPES MINIMUM 9fl DA.YS 

BEFORE ERASURE. 

(3) FOR U~-626J: REQUEST YOU PROVIDE EV,U.UATION VHM INTERCEPT AS 

EXPEDITIOUSLY AS POSSIBLE AFTER R!CEIPT AND FORWARD ELECTRICALLY TO 

' J)IRNSA, A'm: P21, B26 A,ND NSAPAC REP .VIETNAMJ<!( 

(4) FOR I I/REQUEST YOU PROVIDE EVALUATION VHA/T/V/Z INTERCEPI' 

r~S EXPEDITIOUSLY AS POSSIBLE AFTER RF.CEIPT AND FORWARD ELECTRICALLY 

TO DIRNSA, A'M'N: P21, B26 AND NSAPAC REP VIETNAM (C). 

(5) FOR USN-27: REQUEST YOU PROVIDE EVALUATION VHll/S INTERCEPI' AS 

EXPEDITIOUSLY AS POSSIBLE AFTER RECEIPT AND FORWARD ELECTRICALLY TO 

DIRNSA, A'l'TB~ P21, B26 AND NSAPAC REP VIETNAM (C). 

(6) FOR PACOM EI.INT CENTER: REQUEST EVALUATION DESOTO PATROL TAKE 

UPON COMPLETION ANALYSIS. FORWARD TO.DIRNSA, ATTN: Cl5, B22, B26, 

~SAPAC REP VIETNAM }<ff) AND _I _ ___. 

r,o 
AGI 

DTG 

SUSPl!NSI! 

AIELIEA81NG OF'fl'ICIEA 

• 

SECRET KIMBO 

COPY NR. 

5X3 

NSA25X6 

ii 

PAGE PAGES 

3 OF' 4 
AGI NA • 



(confidential HVCCO until filled) 

DISTRIBUTION 

DATE: 

TO: 

(7) FOR DIRNAVSECGRUPAC~ REQUEST DIRNSA (P21, B22 AND B26) BE 

PROVlDED J\. COPY OF NAVSECGRUDET SIGINT OPERATIONS REPORT UPON 

COMPLETION OF PATROL 

~ ~ ~ - - ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ - - ~ ~ - - - - - _ _.,, ~ - - - - - - - ~- - - - -

CONCUR: .... I ____ ...... r~f tu(bbivu~mu~~i~) I...__ __ J~ P215 

SHOWN TO; I I ADNSG 

M/R. 'rhis message provides forwarding and evaluation instruction 
for September DESOTO Patrol to units concerned. 

Ol'IAP'TER 

REFEFIS TO MESSAGE 

AGI 

DTG 

SUSPENSE 

REL.EASING OFP'ICEFI 

SECRET KI~4BO 

FIEL.EASEO AT {ZV .. VJ 

PAGES 

4 OF 4 
AGI NR. 

AGO NR. 

78/16 
D <i. 



(confidential HVCCO until filled) 

(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61 ~ !'- 1'.,. l DV NSA FORM "'2288 REV AUG 63 eEe&ET Vf llvf DA !COPY NR. 

to be used unt II exhausted) 

7':::==:===::===:=:===:=:::::::==:::=====~;:::============S~E~C~U~R=IT=Y~CL~A~S~S~IF~IC~A~T~l~O·N~=========so~==::!:::============:::::===== 
ACTION PRECEDENCE INFO PRECEDENCE SPECIAL H .HOLING 

PRIORI TI NONE 

DlRNSA 

TO: U3N-4f7P 

INFO~ USN-27 
USN-27J 
IJ3M-62fJ 
HQ NSAPAC 
NSAPAC REP PHIL 
NSAPA0 B.EP VIETNAM (C) 

I I 
DIRNAIJSECGRUPAC 

I I 
c::=J 

B261/54c/1/f 4 

SUBJ~ DESOTO SUPPORT 

Ol'llAFTER 

REFERS TO MESSAGE 

-~o A.GI 

DTG 

N 
0 

N 

SUSPENSE E 

DATE: 16 SEPI'EMBER 1964 

SECRET KI~480 

REL.EASED AT 

161735 

A.GI NR. 

AGO NR. 

09117/16 

16181¢2 

.L. 
86-36 

• 



{confidential HVCCO until filled) 
NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 63 
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61 
to be used until erhauated) 

ACTION PAIECEOl!NCI! 

rROMs 

Tft. 

DIU l"TIElll 

llllEFl!:RI TO MEllACll! 

10 

AGI 

DTG 

SUSPENSE 

I SECRET KIM BO 
llECUllllTY CLASSIFICATION 

INFO PAECEDl!NCE l SPECIAL H. \HOLING 

DATE1 

llllELIEAllNCI Ol"l"ICIElll 

aa."'""""' CL.A••·..-1c;x'TTcN 

SECRET KIM BO 

N 5X3 

PAGEi 

01" 3 
ACll Niii, 

ACIO NR, 

117/16 
·<JT<i, 



(confidential HVCCO until filled) 
NSA FORM P\12288 REV AUG 63 
(Supersedee N2288 REV JUN 61 
to be used until exhausted) 

ACTION PRl!Cl!Dl!NCE 

SECRET KIMBO 
SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

!COPY NR. 

INFO PRECEDENCE l SPECIAL~- >NDLING 

·--~~~~~~~-L.~~~~~~-~-L~~~~~~~~,.._,, ...... ~==-~~~ 
U1•1l'<llBUTIQN 

DATE1 

T01 

\ 
I REQ YOU INCLUDE DATE-TIMES IN YOUR ELINT REPORT WHEN RADAR ---...l NSA25X3 

SIGNALS WERE FIRST INTERCEPI'ED AND TIME OF SHUTDOWN. THIS INFORMATICN 

WILL FACILITATE THE PLACEMENT OF PRESENTLY UNLOCATED NAVAL SURFACE 

RADAR SITES 

---------------------------------------------------------------------· 
M/R ~ Furnishes timely support to current DeSoto patrol. Priority 
precednece employed due to inmdnent commencement of patrol. 

l'lllELKASIEO AT 1'-UwUJ 

0 

.. 01 

DTG 

SUSPENSE 

•Sl."""""'"ITT t1;;t..-•;ai1 ... lll;"' -,....,...,. 

SECRET KIMBO 

PAGES 

OF 3 
A.GI Nl'll. 

AGO Nl'll, 

11.7/16 
- ... 



(confidential HVCCO until filled) 

~~~e~'~e~~1·• ";JJ:s ~EEVV ~~°,. ~31 SECRET KI l\i BO !COPY MR. 
to be used until exhausted) 

7::::::::=::::::=='='======-========*=============5~E~CU~R~l=T~V~C~~~A5~5~1F~l~C~AT~l~O.N-=========="""'""""'======================= 
ACTION PRECEDENCE INFO PRECEDENCE SPECIAL ... .NCILING 

TO: 

lNY:J~ 

Vi RN SA 

llSA-32 
USN-,467P 
U:)A-37 

PACSCTYRGN 

S [: C ft Ii~ 'P lHMBO 

DE.Si)TO SUPPORT 

PRIORITY NONE 

DA. TE: 16 SEPT' 64 

DIRNAVSECGRUPAC 

P~l~/03','h ( LJSA-37 PASS ro .... I __ __.IF6R ACTION) 

REC~-:NT VHF INTERCEPI' INDICATES! ITORPEDO BOATS 

REQUEST YOU MONITOR THESE }<"R.EQUENCIES 

DURLNG FORTHCOMING DESOTO PATROL FOR POSSIBLE .... I __ _.!NAVAL 

A.CT IVlTY 

SHOWN TO: AFSS FM,I 
ADNSG, ______ __..... 

M/R .. This message provides appropriate f~E!ld stations with further 
technical support for the DESO!?J'atrol beginning on 17 9eptember 
in r,he Gulf of Tonkin, No concurrence necessary. S~bmitted by 
______ IB2~5L 

OAAFTEl't 

REFEl'IS TO ,,.ESSAGE 

N 
0 

DTG N 
SUSPENSE E 

AELEASING OFFICER 

Ch. P2 4688s 

SECRET KI~4BO 

IBUTION 

P2 
P21 
P214 
B2 
B22 
AFSS FM 
ADNSG 

'NSA25X3 
NSA25X6 

.L. 86-36 

RE~EASEO AT 

16191¢ 
PAGE PAGES 

1 OF 1 
AQI NA. 

AGO NA. 

161 1 z 

I 



DE -1 --,17 17/¢.3152 SEP 

R 17¢.315Z 

FM USN-27J 

TO QUEBEC ONE/CHA.RLIE 

..___ ...... f AFSSo /§AC 

..___ ...... rAtsso GONAD 

..___ ...... rAFSSO TAC 

COMNA VFORJAPAN 

1 vuSN 4~7P 

COMNAVPHIL 

COMTAIWANDEFCOM/US 

CTG 77 

ZEM 

S i C 2 i: T KIU~O 

DESOTO SUPPORT 

2/Ql/VHN/R</J?-64 RPT 2/QJ./VHN/R</J7-64. ST 22</J SPOT REPORT 

POSS ALERT OF ORV NAVAL FORCES 

MESSAGES PASSED BY NORTifERN FLEET ACTY POSS BAI CHAY TO ALL 

STATIONS AND SHIPS FROM U/I ENTITY/PERSONALITY INTERCEPI'ED 

17</J212Z, ALERTED AGAINST SHORELINE PROVOCATION Ai.~ CAUTIONED 

AGAINST ENEMY ATTACH BY AIR OR SEA. 

SECRET KIMBO 

'"''' P . L . 8 6- 3 6 

I 



(unclassified until fillecl) 
NSA FORM >.J2288 REV AUG 63 
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61 
to be u.s ed unt 11 exhausted) 

SECRET 
SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

ACTION PRECEDENCE INFO PRECEDENCE SPECIAL HANDLING 

IMMED.LATE NONE 

DA TEr l 7-SEP-64 

T01 DlRN2A //ADVANCE COPY TO Sr.JOO// 
Q,,J 

I 

OSA~32 

W1A-57 

FROJV C'r!J 77"6,6 

1\) ~ JU .. G 18:). 
C:TF 7? 
CTG 77,6 

rNFCr CTU 77, 6, 6 
CTF 76 
MOPHOTOUPAC 
COMUSMACV 
NAVGOMMSTA PHIL 

£ E G R E 'f 

-30TO PATROL OPSUM (S) 

A, COMSEVENTHFLT 12r/J6JJZ 

NONE 

ACT~ 

INFO; 

L COMMENCED PATROL IN ACCORD REF Ao PASSED THROUGH POINT ALFA 

17¢736H, 

L23 NOTE: DTG 12¢6332 IS NOT LOCATED L23 OR Tl 

QRAFTEl'll 

REFERS TO .. ESSA.GE 

~ 
OTG 

SUSPENSE 

RELEASING OFFICER 

DOWNGRADED AT 12 YEAR INTERJU..ia, Nffl' 
.J.UI!QHA't'Iektti DECLASSIFIED, 

SECRET 

COPY MR. 

I BUT ION 

B2 
B 
822 
B23 
B26 
DJl 
P¢4 
P¢5 
!'¢55 
P2 
DRF 

RELEASED AT 

PAGE 

1 OF 1 ---
AGI NR. 

6 1 
AGO .. R. 

17¢3362 

NSA25X6 

NSA25X3 

I 

PAGES 



SECRET KIMBO 

DE 29 17/¢5142 SEP 

ZKZK ZZ HHA NRL DE 

z 1705152 2YH 

FM USN 27J 
, 

TO QUEBEC NE/CHARLIE 

a::::;~AD 
I ~AFSSO TAC 

COMNAVFOR JAPAN 

..______.Vu§N 467P 

COMN PHIL 

COMTAIWANDEFCOM/US 

CTF 77 

ZEM 

£f!JGRE'Y'IHHDO 

DESOTO SUPPORT 

2/Ql/VHN/Rl¢-64 RPT 2/Ql/VHN/Rl¢-64 ST22¢ 

FOLLOWUP NR r/12 TO 2/Ql/VHN/Rr/J?-64, SPOT REPORT DTG 17¢3152 

POSS ALERT OF DRV NAVAL FORCES 

1. BADLY GARBLED MSG PASSED BY PORT GIANH AT 17¢4¢32 TO 

SWATOW PGM-259 AND DET 2 (SOUTHERN FLEET ENTITIES) MAKES 

REFERENCES TO: 

QTE DIRECTION 99 ((DEGREES)) UNQTE, QTE SPEED 18 UNQTE, QTE 

ALERT RANK 1 UNQTE, QTE '!'HAN LE (U/IJ UNLOCATED) TO MOBILIZE AND 

WAIT IN THE AREA UNQTE. 

SECRET KIMBO 

P.L. 86-36 

I 



SECRET KIMBO 
. 

A MSG INTERCEPTED 17¢42~2 TO NORTHERN FLEE!' SWATOW PGMj POSS 

T-142, FROM NORTHERN FLEET ACT"f, PBNSHZR CHAZ MYMZTVTFD QTE 

AQIT IN AREAj CAMOUFLAGE AND MUCFLNRE.I,153. ADDTL GARBLED EXTRACTS 

AS FOt.LOWS: THE ENEMY HAS ( (lGRU)) PROVOKED LF ATTACK US BY SEA 

AND AIR, ((lGRU)) DURING l? AND 18 SEP 

SECRET KIMBO 



<fi722Z 

NR 29 CK 62 

SECRET KIMBO 

17 SEP 64 

17 SEP 1355G 

TO SUB-UNIT 2, 253, (2grG), 259. AT PRESENT THERE ARE 

TWO DESTROYERS AT A DISTANCE OF 25 NAUTICAL MILES GOING VERY 

SLOW XGM HAVE 1 AIRCRAFT CARRIER" 

9AXZ/S2CI DE JI2U 3684.M 07222 17SEP 

S2CI DE JI2U 3685M 07242 17 SEP 

SECRET KIMBO 

NSA25X3 

I 



r 

I 

SECRET Kll\4BO 
DE ..... I _ ____.l48J.7/¢832Z SEP 

ZKZK 00 HHA DE 

0 1708¢Z Z!H 17¢83¢Z 

FM USN-27J 

TO QUEBEC ONE/CHARLIE 

----~AFSSOUSAC 

.___ ...... tAFSSO GONAD 
____ l/AFSSO TAC 

COMNAVFORJAPAN 

,___ _ __,fUSN 467P 

COMTAIWANDEFCOM/US 

CTF 77 

ZEM 

5 B 0 R g T K:I:J@O 

DESOTO SUPPORT 

2/Ql/VNH/Rl2-64 RPT 2/Q1VHN/Rl2-64, ST22¢ 

FOLLOWUP NR ONE TO 2/Q1/VHN/R¢7-64. stPT RE};:PRT om:~17¢315z 

POSS ALERT OF DRV NAVAL FORCES 

1. MSG PASSED BY SOUTHERN FLEET NAVAL ACTY PORT GIANH TO 

DET 2, f P T-25 AND ~ATOW PGM 259 AT ¢714Z, DIRECTED ALL 

STATIONS TO QTE SET GRADE l ALERT UNQTEo 

2. DRV SOUTHERN FLEET DET 6 AND 7 WERE ADVISED BY SOUTHERN 

FLEE!' ACT'Y, POSS BEN THUY, THAT 2 ENEMY DESTROYERS QTE 

APPEARED UNQTE 22NM OFF SON ZWONG ISLAND (18o¢6N 1¢6o27E) 

AT ¢452Z, ADDRESSEES WERE DIRECTED TO QTE REENFORCE ((lGR U)) -BE 

ALERT-FIERCELY STABLEo COMMUNICATE WITH K (U/I COMMAND AUTHORITY, 

PORT WAIJ.,UT) UNQTE. GARBLED PORTION SAME MSG CONTAINED QTE NORTH 

THERE ARE MANY SUPPORT AIRCRAFT UNQTE. 

SECRET KIMBO 

····· P.L. 86-36 

I 



SECRET KIMBO 
COMMENT: THE IDENTITY OF THE AIRCRAFT WAS NOT GIVEN. 

250 

SECRET KIMBO 

• 



SECRET KIMBO 
zz 
'--~~~~~~~~~---' 

DE I I 6~ 17/12142 SEP 

ZKZK ZZ NRL SOA DE 

z 1708452 

FM USN-467P 

TO DIA 

CNO 

CINCPAC 

CINCPACFLT 

COMUSTDC 

COMSEVENTHFLT 

COMNAVFORJAPAN 

CTF 72 

DIRNAVSECGRU 

DIRNAVSECGRUPAC 

DIRNSA 

JCS 

USN-27 

USN-27J 

I I 
I I 

zm 

e E C R :S T KIMBO 

SPOT INTELLIGENCE ITEM 

"NSA25X3 
NSA25X6 

1. FOL PARTIALLY GARBLED MSG PASSED AT ¢81¢Z FROM VINH SON TO BEN THUY~ 

QUOTE TO SUB UNIT SIX (ONE GRU GARBLED) RECEIVED ORDERS TO POSTPONE THE 

BATTLE UNQUOTE. 

SECRET KIMBO 

• 
P.L. 86-36 

I 



SECRET KIMBO 
I 

DE I 1125B 17/11¢9ZUSEP 

ZKZK 00 HHA NNN NRL DE 

0 17111¢2 Z!H 

FM USN' 27 

TO DIST QUEBEC/MIKE 

PLus1 __ _ 

USN 27 

a E e R B 'f ICIMBe 

2/Q/VHN/Rl¢¢-64 ST22¢ RPT 2/Q/VHN/Rl¢¢-64 ST22¢ 

FOLLOW-UP NR ¢1 TO USN 27 2/Q/VHN/R¢7-64 SPOT REPORT 

POSSIBLE ALERT OF DRV NAVAL FORCES 

SUBSEQUENT RELAY (TOI 17¢9232) OF PREVIOUSLY REPORTED MSG !DENTS 

THE OBJECTS UNDER DRV SURVEILLANCE AS QTE '!WO 

DESTROYERS UNQTE AND INDICATES THE TIME OF SIGHTING AS 

102¢G (¢32¢Z). ALTHOUGH UNIDENTIFIED, THE OBSERVATION WAS 

PROBABLY TAKEN BY VINH SON THUS LOCATING THE PATROL AT ' 

APPROXIMATELY 17-52N 105-5 (NEAR POINT BRAVO) AT 

THE TIME OF SIGHTING. 

COMM~TS~ CURRENTLY AVAILABLE DRV NAVAL COMMUNICATIONS INTERCEPT 

HAS REFLECTED KNOWLEDGE OF THE PATROL'S PRESENCE OFF THE 

VIEI'NAMESE COAST. HOWEVER, EXCEPT FOR THE MESSAGE REPORTED 

ABOVE WHICH WAS RELAYED ON NAVAL '!"RACKING FACILITIES, TIE 

TRACKING NET CONTINUES TO BE PRACTICALLY NIL HEARD. COMINT 

TENDS TO INDICATE THAT THE DRV HAS ADOPTED A DEFENSIVE 

RATHER THAN OFFENSIVE POSTURE BUT ARE "PREPARED FOR COMBAT" (B). 

SECRET KIMBO 

P.L. 
86-36 

• 

NSA25X3 

I 



(confidential HVCCO until filled} 
NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 63 ePe&Pt'T' VTlivt Bo !COPY MR. 
(Supersede.• N2288 REV JUN 61 ~u I'\.u l &.11' V 
:lo=b=e=u=se=d=u=nt~ll~e=m=au~s~te=~=====;:::=::=:========S=EC=U=R=IT=V=C=L~AFS=Sl=Fl=C=A=Tl=O'~'========"""""====~================= 
ACTION PRECEDENCE INFO PRECEDENCE SPECIAL h .HOLING 

T01 

INFO~ 

DIRNSA 

USN-27 
USN-27J 

USN-467P 
SSO DIA 
CNO 
CINCPAC 
I I 

!ATE 

DATE: 

NSAPAC REP VIEI'NAM y( \ 
COMUSMACV 

17 SEPTFM BER 1964 

NSA25X3 

S E C R E I K'f'l'"~e 

B2~5/318--64 

REF USN-467P SPOT INTELLIGENCE ITEM DTG 17¢8452. REQUEST 

IMMEDIATE ACTION TO CONFIRM/DENY ¢8102 INTERCEPI' REPORTED CITED 

ITEM, FROM INTERCEPI' ACCOMPLISHED YOUlt STATION. ALSO REQUEST 

THOROUGH SEARCH ALL INTERCEPI' FOR ANY RELATED/RELEVANT ITEMS. 

REPLY BY FLASH PRECEDENCE TO ADDEES USN-467P SPOT INTELL ITEl-1 

9us COMUSMACV AND NSAREPVIETNAM. NEGATIVE REPLY REQUIRED. 

ORAP'TEFI 

REFERS TO MESSAGE 

a-o .JI 
OTG 

SUSPENSE 

RELEASING OFFICER 

COL. USAF 

SECRET KI~480 

I BUT ION 

ADP 
P¢5 
P¢4 
B 
B2 
B23 
B26 
DRF 
P¢55 

RELEASED AT 

PAGE 

1 OF 1 
AGI NR. 

AGO NR. 

PAGES 

I 



I 
I 

SECRET KIMBO 
ZKZK ZZ HHS DEZPC451 

zz 
L..-~~~~~~~~-

D EI ls1 17/163'/JZ SEP 

ZKZK ZZ NRL SOA DE 

Z 17163'/JZ Z!H 

FM USN 27J 

To LJumr467P 
DIA 

CNO 

CINCPAC 

CINCPACFLT 

COMUSTDC 

COMSEVENTHFLT 

COMNAVFORJAPAN 

CTF 72 

DIRNAVSECGRU 

DIRNAVSECGRUPAC 

DIRNSA 

JCS 

USN 27 

I 
I 

COMUSMACV 

NSAPAC REP VIF1fNAM jJYf' 
ZEM 

S ~ e ft E 'f KfMBO 

A. USN-467P SPOT INTEL ITEM 17¢8452 

P.L. 86-36 

NSA25X3 

SECRET KIMBO I 



SECRET KIMBO 
Ba USN 27 J FOLLOW-UP NR 05 TO 2/Ql/VHN/R DTG 17¢853Z NOTAL 

Ca DIRNSA B2~5/318-64 DTG 171521Z 

1. MSG REPORTED INTERCEPI'ED REF ALFA WAS VERSION REF BRAVO 

INTERCEPI'ED THIS STA AT 17¢832Z. 

2. REF BRAVO USES QTE INH UNQTE AS SIGNATURE. SEARCH CONFIRMED 

THIS PERSONALITY TO BE LINKED WITH SOUTHERN FLEET ACTIVITY IN 

THE PAST. BELIEVE USE OF QTE DINH UNQTE TO MEAN POSTPONE AS 

REPORTED REF ALFA INCORRECT IN nus INSTANCE, DUE TO LOCATION 

IN SENTENCE STRUCTURE. 

3o FOL IS USN 27J VERSION REPORTED REF BRAVO QTE: 

TO DETACHMFm 6 ( (lGR U)) RECEIVE ORDER ((POSS TO FIGHT)) 

DINH ((U/I PERSONALITY)) 

COMMENT: UNRECOVERED GRP BELIEVED TO MEAN QTE HAVE NOT YET UNQTE. 

UNQTE. 

4. NO RELATED ITEMS NOTED THIS MSG. 

220 

SECRE'I' KIMBO 



-
SEeRET 

z I.___ _____ ____, 
DE l..._____.ll78Bml7/1646Z 

ZKZK ZZ AOH RN! NRL Df 

Z 171648Z ZIH 

FM USN 27 

TO DIRNSA 

USN 27J 

INFO DIA 

ONO 

CINCPAC 

CINCPACFLT 

COMUSTDC 

COMSJM:NTHFLT 

COMNAVFORJAPAN 

CTF 72 

DIRNAVSECGRU 

DIRNAVSECGRUPAC 

JCS 

USM 9 

NSAPAC REP VIP.THAM ~ 

COMUOOCV 

ZJ!M 

9 El e R E '!' eOMftn' CKDJNELS 

A. DIRNSA B205/318-64,DTG 171521Z 

P.L. 86-36 

5X3 

1. RAW TFC INTERCEPI' JUST RECEIVED USN-27J .TOI 17¢832Z 

SECRE'f 



--

SE€RE'f 
REAFFIRMS USN-467P SPOT INTELL ITE)f WHEN AN UNIDENT 

SOUTHERN FLEET ENTITY STATl!D QTE SUB-t1NIT 6 ACKNOWLEDGED 

THE ORDER TO POSTPONE THE BA'M'LE UNQTE. 

2. ONLY O'!Hl!R RELATED ITEM MAKING MEJlTIOtl OF BATTLE WAS 

INT:mtCEPTED ON SHIPPING COMMS REPORTED MY 2/Q/VHS/R.44-64 

DTG 17~38Z RE-QUOTED FYI: AIR DEFENSE HQS SENDS ((2GR G)) 

ESPECIALLY REINFORQE THE BORDER IN ORDER TO DEFEM> 

AGAINST EN1!MY ACTIVITIES IN THE AIR AND ON THE OCEAN. BE 

PREPARED FCll CCJIBAT. 

3. R!HAINIRG INTERCEPI' INDICATES DRV MilNT.A.IR!NG 

DEFENSIVE VICE OFFlJlSIVE POSTURE. 

21~ 

SE€RE'f 



(unclassified until fillecl) 
NSA FORM -..22ee RE v AUG 63 
(Supersedes N2188 REV JUN 61 
to be used until exhftusted) 

SECREi: 
SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

ACTION PRECEDENCE INFO PRECEDENCE SPECIAL HANDLING 

T01 

IMM ED 

DIRNSA 

USN-27J 
USA-32 
USA-57 
USM-626J 

D 
INFO: HQ NSAPAC 

I -j;? NSAPAC REP VIETNAM u . 

DIRNAVSECGRU 
USAF SS 

S E C R E T COMINT CHANNELS 

B205/319-64 

DATEr 17 SEPT 64 

CGUSASA 
J'.AQSECRGN 
USASAPAC 
DIRNAVSECGRUPAC 

SUBJ: TECH BACK-UP TO REPORTING ON DESOTO PATROL 

NSA25X3 

FURTHER MY B2Q.!5/3¢4-64/121951Z AND REF USN-467P SPOT INTELL ITEM 

DTG 170845Z NOTAL. 

• MUST AGAIN EMPHASIZE NEED FOR REPORTING, VIA TECH SUPPLEMENT TO 

SERIALIZED PRODUCT, THE BASIS ON WHICH PRODUCT WAS FORMED. 

2. FOR EXAMPLE: ALTHO CANNOT ASK U.S.S. MORTON TO TRANSMIT TECH 

BACK-UP MATERIAL THE DESIRABILITY OF USN-27J/US~-27/NSA POSSESSION, 

ON MOST TJNELY BASIS, OF ACTUAL RAW TRAFFIC FORMING BASIS FOR USN-467 

SPOT INTELL ITEM rs OBVIOUS. BY SAME TOKEN USN-27/NSA POSSESSION OF 

RAW TRAFFIC (ACTUAL MSGS ETC) FORMING BASIS FOR THE TWO USN-27J SPOT 

REPORTS AND SPOT SUPPLEMENTS ALREADY ISSUED ON C 
QRAF'TElll RELEASING O .. l"ICER 

.C.LANG LTCOL US F 

REFERS TO MESSAGE 

-~ IfkffflhB 7lIA SOMIH'f' SHANJHSJ:.S Q)IU' 

OTG SECRET 
SUSF>ENSE 

COPY MR. 

ADP 
P05 
B 
B2 
B26 
B23 
B22 
B21 
DRF 
ADNSG 
AFSS FM 
ASALNGP 

P.L. 
86-36 

RELEASED AT 

PACiE 

1 OF 2 
Alil NR, 

A(iO NR, 

PACiES 



(unclassified until filled} 

NSA FORM "lZZ88 REV AUG 63 
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61 
to be used until exhausted) 

ACTION PRECEDENCE 

T01 

IS ALSO OBVIOUS" 

SECRET 
SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

INFO PRECEDENCE SPECIAL HANDLING 

DATE1 

3o AGAIN URGENTLY RESTATE REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL PRODUCERS OF SIGINT 

PRODUCT RE1ATING TO CURRENT DESOTO PATROL TO FORWARD VIA SAME 

PRECEDENCE AS PRODUCT REPORT ITSELF THE REQUIRED TECHNICAL INFORMA

TION IN FORM OF TECH SUPPLEMENTS IAW SECTION IV, PARA 5 BRAVO OF 

TECHINS 4¢14" 
1· 

4o FOR USN-.27J~ REQUEST YOU IMMEDIATELY FORWARD TECH '$UPPLEM:ENTS 

FOR YOUR TWO SPOT REPORTS (AND SUPPLEMENTS) VIA IMMEDIATE PRECEDENCE 

!AW TECHINS 4¢14 

---------------------------~-------------------------------------------

M/R~ Field stations have not been, and are not now, adhereing to 
~e requirements of TECHINS 4¢14 in the forwarding of technical 
~ck-up reports to their serialized product. 

[)RAFTER 

DOCUMENT 

REFERS TO MESSAGE 

fto 
AGI 

OTG 

SUSPENSE 

RELEASING OFFICER 

SECRET 

RELEASED AT 

PAGE PAGES 

,2 OF .2 
AGI NR. 

AGO MR. 

¢77 1 



I 

SECRET KIMBO 

D
oq ..... ~------~~~~~~~__./ i \ 19¢B 17/17482 SEP 

ZKZK 00 HHA NNN NRL DE 

o l 7175¢Z znrn 

FM USN 27 

TO DIST QUEBEC/MIKE 

P.L. 
86-36 

NSA25X3 

D 
USN 467P 

ZEM 

5 E e R S 'f KDIBG 

2/Q/VHN/Rlf/Jl-64 ST220 RPI' 2/Q/VHN./Rl¢1-64 ST22¢ 

FOLLOW UP NR ¢2 TO USN-27J 2/Ql/VHN/R¢7-64 SPOT REPORT 

POSS ALERT OF DRV NAVAL FORCES. 

THERE ARE INDICATIONS OF A DRV NAVAL UNIT IN THE 

VICINITY OF 18-53N 1¢5-34E. AT 17¢9552 AN UNIDENT 

STATION INFORMED A COMRADE THU AND SUB-UNIT SEVEN TO 

ALLOW THE UNIT TO GO UP TO TITAN ZUONG (18-53N 1¢5-34E). 

THIS POSITION WAS POINTED OUT TO BE ALONG THE SOUTHERN 

BANK AND 2.7 NAUTICAL MILES FROM THE UNIT'S PRESENT 

POSITION. 

COMMENT: THIS POSITION IS APPROX 3¢ MILES WNW OF 

ENTRY POINT DELTA (18-42N 1¢6-llE) OF DESOTO VESSEL AT 

1723442. 

2¢¢ 

SECRET KIMBO 

I 



I 

SECRET KIMBO 

D
zEzl _ _:--------:---7 - I 77B 18/¢533Z SE~ 

ZKZK ZZ SCA NRL DE 

Z 18¢534Z ltH 
FM USN 27 

TO DIA 

CNO 

CINCPAC 

CINCPACFLT 

COMUSTDC 

COMSEVENTHFLT 

COMNAVFORJAPAN 

CTF 72 

DIRNAVSECGRU 

DIRNAVSECGRUPAC 

DIRNSA 

JCS 

USN 27 

USN 27J 

D 
COMUSTDC 

CTG 77.6 

CTG 77.7 

CTF 77 

ZEM 

z 18¢2472 ZlH 

P.L. 
86-36 

NSA25X3 

NSA25X6 

SECRET KIMBO 

• 

I 



.FM USN 467P 

TO USN 27 

ZEM 

S i G R ii T KilfBO 

SECRET KIMBO 

TITLE SPOT INTELLIGENCE 

ITEM Pl. FUP FOL PARTIALLY GARBLED MSG PASSED AT </J247Z FROM UNIDENT 

VESSEL TO UNIDENT SHORE BASED SHIPPING NET CONTROL 'STATION ("CAN SEE 

CLEARLY NR 946) AND (95¢. PREPARING FOR BATTLE. MET ANOTHER (X GRPS 

MISSED)l -/975 l</Jr/J METERS) AWAY (CAN SEE CLEARLY 946) AND (59</J 

PRESENTLY PREPARING TO (GARBLED) PLEASE INFORM THE DISTRICT OSCAR 

OSCAR PLEASE INFORM THE DISTRICT AND OSCAR OSCAR. DISTRICT 

228</J</J. (' 

PARA 2. USS EDWARDS DELTA DELTA 9¢5 AND USS MORTON DELTA DELTA 948 

AT TIME OF INTERCE?I' PASSED TWO FISHING VESSELS DISTANCE TWO THOUSAND 

YARDS. NO CRS CHANGES OR OVERT ACTIONS MADE. 

SECRET KIMBO 



SECRET KIMBO 
00 YDRKDA YDRKDO YDRLDN YEKAXA YEKHDH 

DE YMZDAH 55B 18/03482 SFP 

ZKZK 00 HHA NNN NRL DE 

0 18¢35¢2 znI 

FM USN 27 

TO DIST QUEBEC/MIKE 

PLUS USN 467P 

ZEM 

S g 0 R E 'f K!MI!O 

NSA25X3 

2/Q/VHN/Rl¢2-64 ST 22¢ RP'!' 2/Q/VHN/Rl¢2-64 

FOLLOWUP NR ¢3 TO USN-27J 21Ql/VHN/R¢7-64 SPOT REPORT 

POSS ALERT OF DRV NAVAL FORCES 

AT 18¢2542, HAIPHONG INFORMED THE RADAR SITE AT MY DUC 

AND/94 THE SITE IN THE VICINITY OF HON NGU 

OF THE PRESENCE OF TWO (ENEMY) DESTROYERS AT ¢83¢G AND 

ORDER.ED THE STATION(S) TO REPORT CONTINUOUSLY BACK TO ((K)). 

(HAIPHONG). THE VESSELS WERE REPORTED AT A RANGE OF 18 NM 

FROM AN UNDETERMINED POINT. 

THIS IS THE INITIAL REFLECTION OF THE DESOTO PATROL THUS 

FAR NOTED ON DRV NAVAL NETS ON 18 SEPI'. 

SECRET KIMBO 
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SECRET KIMBO 
ZKZK PP HHS HII NRL DE 

p 18¢3562 

FM USN-27 

TO QUEBEC/TANGO 

USN 467P 

CINCPAC 

ZEM 
NSA25X3 

,___ _____ _.I ST i.6i§ 229 RPI' .... I ______ __,,ST 161 ~ 229 

FOR PERIOD 16170¢Z ~ 1716592 SEPI' 6h 

Io HIGHLIGHT~ 

Ao AT 17¢2r/J3Z PORT WALLUT INFORMED AJ,L SI'ATIONS AND SHIPS 

THAT THE ?TH FLEET WAS ACTIVE FROM ZOI ((2 GR G)) TO KHANG 

NG.A.I (UNLOCATED). ALL STATIONS AND SHIPS WERE FURTHER INFORMED 

THAT HQS REALIZED THAT THE EN»IT COULD ENTER THE GULF AND 

STEAM CLOSE TO THE SHORELINE THEREBY PROVOKING THE DRV. ALL 

WERE ORDERED TO GUARD AGAINST A POSSIBLE ENEMY 

ATTACK FROM THE AIR OR THE SEA AND OTHER POSSIBI..E PROVOCATIONS. 

AT l?</J714Z BEN THUY INFORMED THE T~259 9 T~253 AND .SUB-1JN1"1 

2 THAT AT 1¢¢¢G 17 SEPTEMBE!-1 9 THERE WERE TWO DESTROYERS 

BEARING 99 DEGREES 9 RANGE .28c 

NMJI'!GAL MILES .9 COURSE 3¢9 DEGREES~ 

SPEED .18 KNOTS. ALTHOUGH NO POINT OF REFERENCE WAS MENTION.ED 

OBSERVING SITE WAS PROBABLY VINH SON. ill, SHIPS WERE ORDERED 'rO EFFECT 

ALERT CONDITION 1 AND COMMENCE PATROLS., GUARDING AGAINST A POSSIBLE 

ATTACKo 

Ho DRlf NAV'l ~ F'LF..ET OPERATIONS~ 

SECRET KIMBO 

• 
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SECRET KIMBO 
A. LEVEL OF ACTIVITY: 

1. DRV NAVAL CCJOOJNICATIONS WERE NORMAL DURING THE 

REPORTING PERIOD WITH TEN VESSELS ACTIVE, INCLUDING: S0-1 CLASS 

SUBCHASER.S T-227, T-231, SWATOW CLASS PGMS T-12¢, T-134, T-142, 

T-146, ¢-259, YARD PATROL VESSEL T-253, UNIDENTIFIED T-31 

UNIDENTIFIED T-26. 

B. MAINLINE NETS: 

1. COMMAND NET UNOBSERVED. ON THE ADMIN NEES, DRV NAVAL 

HQS HAIPHONG WAS ACTIVE WITH NORTHERN FLEET HQS PORT WALLUT, 

SOUTHERN FLEET HQS BEN THUY, AND SUBORDINATE ACTIVITY QUANG KHE. 
' 

REMAINING COMMAND/ADMIN NETS CONSIDERED NORMAL. 

2. ROUTINE PREFLIGHT MESSAGE WAS PASSED TO NORTHERN 

FLEET ELEMENTS. 

C. NORTHERN FLEET AREA., PORT WALLUT: 

1. NORTHERN FLEET MOBILE ACTIVITY INCLUDED: S0-1 SUBCHASERS 

T-2.27, T-231, SWATOWS T-12¢, T-134, T-142, T-146, SUB-UNITS 1, 2, 

AND 3. 

2. AT 17~14Z THE T-142 WAS ORDERm QTE NOT TO FIRE UNQTE. 

ALTHOUGH NOT SPECIFIED, THIS ORDER PROBABLY REFERS TO GUNNERY 

EXERCISES (SEE FOLLOWING). 

J. AT 17'/l/J46Z THE T-227 WAS INFORMED THAT ON THE MORNING 

OF 17 SEPl'mffiER SHE WOULD TEST FIRE HER 2¢MM GUNS AT HANG DUAB 

(UNLOCATED). 

4. AT 17¢231Z THE T-12¢ WAS INFORMED THAT SHE WOULD 

RETURN TO PORT AT 1 ((5G 18 SEPTEMBER TO TAKE ON WATER. 

5. AT 17'/J3¢5Z THE T-231 ANCHORED UNSPECIFIED AREA, 

AFTERNOON AND EVENING OF 17 SEPl'EMBER. 

SECRET KIMBO 



SECRET KIMBO 
6. AT 17'/J42</JZ THE T-146 WAS INFORMED THAT THE 11ENl!Xf HAS 

THE INTENTIONS OF PROVOKING AND POSSIBLY ATTACKING BY MEANS OF THE 

SEA AND AIR ROUTES" SHE WAS ORDERED TO CAMOUFLAGE, PREPARE FOR A 

POSSIBLE ATTACK AND AWAIT FURTHER ORDERS. 

D. SOUTHERN FLEET AREA., BEN THUY: 

1. SOUTHERN FLEET MOBILE ACTIVITY INCLUDED~ SWATOW T-1¢N 

YARD PATROL VESSEL T-253, UNIDENTIFIED T-326, UNIDENTIFIED T-26, 

SUB-UNITS 2, 6 AND 7. 

2. AT 17¢83¢Z, UNIDENTIFIED SOUTHERN FLEET ACTIVITY 

REPORTED THAT SUB-UNIT 6 ACKNOWLEDGED THE ORDERS WHICH POSTPONED 

THE BATTLE. SIGNIFICANCE THIS ORDER UNDETERMINED, NO OTHER OFFENSIVE 

,j,CTioNS INDICATED DRV NA VY COMMS. 

3. AT 17¢955Z AN UNIDENTIFIED ACTIVITY INFORMED COMRADE 

THU AND SUB-UNIT 7 THAT THE SUB-UNIT WAS TO GO AND R»IAIN AT YUAN 

ZOUNG (18-531 l'/J5-34E) (See 2/Q/VHN/Rl¢1-64). 

4. 3-5 171213Z SUB-UNIT 2 WAS INFORMED THAT THE T-326 

HAD A SMALL ENGINE FITTING OUT OF ORDER. 

E. TRACKING: 

1. HAIPHONE, PORT WALLUT, Bm THUY TRACKING CONTROLS WERE 

ACTIVE WITH BACH LONG VI, DO SON, HON MATT, HONG NGU LN MY DUCH, VINH 

SON, AND FIVE UNID~IFIED OUTSTATIONS. FORT~ THREE MESSAGES WERE 

OBSERVED. DESOTO PATROL PROBABLY REFLECTED IN ONLY FIVE OF TRACKING 

MESSAGES. 

IIL l..__ ______ __,~CTIVITY: 
A. NO REFLECTI()tJS DESOTO PATROL NOTED IN AVAILABLE ..... ! _ ___, 

LJNmtcEPr. 

SECRET KIMBO 
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SECRET KIMBO 

D
PEP/ --~~~~~~~~~-/ 

L... __ __,/ 94B 18/¢6432 SEP 

ZKZK PP HHA NNN NRL DE 

P 18¢646Z 

FM USN 27 

TO nrsr QUEBEC/MIKE 

PLUS_I __ 

USN 27J 

USN 461P 

ZEM 

a E e R B 'JI KDH30 

P.L. 
86-36 

2/Q/VHN/Rl¢3-64 ST 22¢ RPI' 2/Q/VHN/Rl¢3~64 ST 22¢ 

FOLLOW UP NR ¢1 AND FINA.L TO 2/Q/VHN/R99-64 SPOT REPORT. 

I. PROBABLE DRV REACTIONS TO PRESENCE OF DESOTO PATROL. 

1. THROUGHOUT THE DAY OF 17 SEPTEMBER DRV NAVAL ENTITIES 

WERE AWARE OF THE PRESENCE OF THE DESOTO VESSELS. ALL INTER-

CEPT TENDS TO IMPLY THAT THE DRV NAVY ASSUMED A DEFENSIVE 

POSTURE AND WAS NOT PREPARING TO REACT OVERTLY AS EXPERIENCED 

ON 2 AND 4 AUGUST. THERE IS BUT ONE MSG OF UNDETERMINED 

SIGNIFICANCE WHICH STATED THAT SUB~llN1T 6 (A SOUTHERN FLEE1' 

ENTITY) ACKNOWLEDGED ORDERS WHICH POSSIBLY STATED THE BATTLE 

HAD BEEN POSTPONED. 

2. AT 17¢¢542 PORT WALLUT REPORTED THE PRESENCE OF THE QTE 

SEVENTH FLEET UNQTE TO ALL SHIPS AND STATIONS ((A) )o THEY 

WERE DIRECTED TO DEFEND FORCIBLY IN THE GENERAL SOUTHERN AREA 

AND GUARD AGAINST ENEMY ATTACK BY SEA OR AIR. AT 17¢4292 PORT 

WALLUT INFORMED THE SWATOW T~J.46 THAT THE ENEMY HAD INTENTIONS 

SECRET KIMBO 

NSA25X3 
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SECRET KIMBO 
OF PROVOKING ANn ATTACKING THE DRV ON 17 AND 18 SEPTEMBER. ({B)) 

PORT WALLUT AGAIN AT 17¢514Z ADMONISHED AN UNIDENT STATION TO 

CAMOUFLA.GE AND PREPARE FOR POSSIBLE ATTACKS. AT 17¢714Z BEN THUY 

INFORMED THE StfATOW T-259, YP T-253, AND SUB-UNIT 2 THAT THE 

l~G OBSERVATION FROM AN UNSPECIFIED LOCATION CONSISTED OF TWO 

DESTROYERS BEARING 99 DEGREES, RANGE 28 NAUTICAL MILES» COURSE 

3~ DEGREES, SPEED 18 KNOTS. ((C)) .ALL STATIONS WERE DIRECT!D TO 

ASSUME ALERT CONDITION ONE. THIS OBSERVATION WAS PROBABLY TAKEN 

BY VINH SON RADAR SITE THUS, LOCATING PATROL IN VICINITY 17-52N 
' 

E (NEAR POINT BRAVO) AT TIME OF SIGHTING. AGAIN AT 17f/J92¢Z 

UNSPECIFI1!I> (PROB VINH OON) STATION REPORTED THE SAME INFORMATION 
r 

WITH A TIME OR SIGHTING OF 1~2~. AT 17f/J955Z COMRADE THU OF 

SUB-UNIT 7 WAS PERFI'ITED TO TAKE HIS UNIT TO XUAN ZUONG (18-53N 

1¢5-34E). THIS POSITION IS APPROX 3¢ MILF.S WNW OF DESOTO VESSELS 

ENTRY TO POINT DELTA (18-42N 106-UE). ((D)) PORT WALLUT REPORTED 

THE DESTROYERS POSITION AS 46 DEGREES APPROX RANGE 26 MILE.5. 

COURSE 328 DEGREES, SPEED 15 KNOTS FROM AN UNSPECIFIED POSITION. 

TIME OF OBSERVATION REPORTED AT 143¢G AND ONCE AGAIN PROBABLY 

REPORTED FROM VDm SON. 

3. DRV TRACKING FACILITIES OPERATED AT A NORMAL LEVEL ON 17 

SEPTEMBER, PASSING APPROXIMATELY 75 MESSAGES, ONLY FIVE OF WHICH 

REFLECTED THE MOVJ!MENTS OF THE DESOTO PATROL. ALTHOUGH NOT 

OBSERVED ON THE TRACKING NE'l'j THE RADAR SITE AT VINH SON (17-57N 

l~-3¢E) PROBABLY TRACK!m THE VESSELS IN THE VICINITY OF POINT 
-

BRAVO AT APPROXIMATELY 17¢32fSZo AT 17¢6f64Zj VINH SON REPORTED 

THE VESSELS TO BE AT 18i¢6N 1¢6=5JEo THE PATROL WAS SUBSEQUENTLY 

TRACKED BY ffON MA'rl' (18-47N 1¢5-58E) FROM 17'/J945Z AT 19-39N 

1¢6~22E ON A NORTHWESTERLY COURSE TO 18~4JN 1¢6-2¢E AT. 17l~Z~ 

SECRET KIMBO 



SECRET KIMBO 
THENCE NORTHEASTERLY TO 18~53N 1¢6-32E AT 171135Z WHERE TRACKING 

CEASED. 

4 o THIS WILL BE A FINAL REPORT IN THIS SPOT REPORT SERIES o 

SUBSEQUENT REFLECTIONS OF DRV REACTION WILL BE PUBLISHED IN A 

NEW SPOT SERIES OR OTHER APPROPRIATE VEHICLEo 

((A)) 2/0/VHN/R99-64 

((B)) 2/Ql/VHN/Rl</J-64 

((C)) 2/Ql/VHN,/Rll-64 

((D)) 2/QJ./VHN/Rl</Jl-64 

603 

SECRET KIMBO 



SECRET KIMBO 

.....__ _ _, 51 18/¢9352 

ZKZK 00 HHA NRL DR 

0 18¢92¢Z zm 

FM USN 27J 

TO QUEBEC ONE/CHARLIE 

....._ _ __.rAFs~ ~~c 
___ _,t/AFSSO CO~AO 

___ _,t/AFSSO TAC 

COMNAVFORJAPAN 

i Vu5N 467P 

COMNAVPHIL 

COMTAIWANDEFCOM/US 

USN 39 

. ZEM 

~ '.!!: e R F.l 'f' KDH30 

D.ESOTO SUPPORT 

;ajQl/VHN/Rl8~64 RPI' 2/Ql/VHN/Rl8~64j ST' .22¢ 

FOLLOWUP NR 1¢ TO 2/QJ./VRN/R¢7~64 9 SPOT REPORT DTG l?~JlSZ 

POSS ALERT OF DRV NAVAL FORCES 

L MSG INTERCEPI'ED DIREC'rING TO TAKE PRECAUTIONS 

P.L. 
86-36 

AGAINST SOUTH VIETNAMESE VESSELS TAKING ADVAN'rAGE OF AMERICAN 

SHIPS AS PRESENCE TO ATTACK T1HE SHORE. RELY ON HEADQUARTERS TO 

CONTROL THE srruATION. PRECAUTIONS AGAINST AIR ATTACK ON 

PORT GAINH WAS NOTED IN GARBLED MSG WHICH ALSO MADE 

SECRET KIMBO 
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SECRET KIMBO 
REFERENCE TO QTE AVOID PROVOCATION UNQTE AND QTE PROMOTE 

DISPERSION AND CAMOUFLAGE UNQTE. 

2. FOL VESSEL MOVEMENTS DIRECTED~ 

SWATOW PGM T-255 AND T-259 RETURN PORT AT 1812r/J¢Z AND REPORT 

SITUATION OF BACH ((lGR G)) TO GIANH RIVER AREA" 

SWATOW PGM T~25.3 REMAIN QUANG LOC (U/t,). 

T-326 (UXI) RETURN PORT TONIGHT (18 SEPL POSS PORT G!ANHo 

2¢¢ 

SECRET KIMBO 



1'()P SE€RE'f 
ZKZK 00 ZAD 

ZKZK 00 ZSL ZLA AOH HII DE 

00 RUEPCR 378 

DE RUMGUN 289 18/1256Z 

Z 0 181256Z 

FM C'I'G SEVEN SEVEN Pl' SIX 

TO RUATUL/BVKG/COMSEVENTHFLT 

RlffiLHL/CINCPACFLT 

INFO RUEKDA/ JCS 

RUECW/CNO 
• 

RUHLHQ/CINCPUCN 

RUMFUI/ULKT/CTF SEVEN SEVEN 

RUEf'CR/WHITE HOUSE 

RUEPCR/STATE DEPARTMENT 

RUEKDA/SEC DEF 

RUEPIA/CIA 

RUEPCR/DIRNSA 

RUMJIR/AMm.IB SAIGON 

RUMSMA/COMUSMACV 

RUMFS/COMNAVPHIL 

RUMFCR/CTU SEVEN SEVEN Pl' SIX PT SIX 

RUMFKB/CTU SEVEN ZERO PI' TWO Pr ONE 

RUEAHQ/DIA 

BT 

T 0 P S E C R E I 

TONKIN GULF DESOTO PATROL (S) 

SITREP TWO 

T()P SEeitET 

I 



~{)P SECRE'I' 
A. COMSEVENTHFLT 12¢633Z 

B. MY 18¢¢¢1Z 

1. 18123¢2 NAVY PEON POSIT IARRN OPERATE:; 

REQUESTING AIR IMVER REPORTS FIRING ON CLOSING TGTS. 

BHR LAUNCHED 2 F8 18124¢Z. CONSTEL 2 F4B CTLD I. 

BOTH CVA HAVE 4A4/2 AIH COND I LOADED FOR 

PT BOATS. FLARES INCLUDED 

2. 181145Z WAVY PEON REPORTS QUOTE BELIEVE 

SITUATION IN HAND AT PRESENT. DO NOT 

REPEAT NOT REQUIRE ADDITIONAL ACFT. OVERHEAD UNQUOTE. 

GP-1 

BT 

'FOP SECRE'I' 



€0NFIDEN'flf\t 
r. 

ZZ YEKAAH 

DE YADLKR 

ZKZK ZZ Z2Z DE 

Zl'll 

FM COMNAVFORJAPAN 

TO DIRNSA 

ZEM 

G a N F I C E N T I A L 

FOLLOWING RECEIVED FROM CTG 77 .6.6 OVER L:,,A·~ NET. 
t 

AT 1812332 AM FIRING ON CLOSING fARGET. REQUEST COVER 

MSG WAS SENT TO USTDC FOR RELAY. 

C FM 18/13¢12 SEP DTG 1813¢12 

I 

CONFIBEN'fIAL 



SECRET KIMBQ 

D
ZEZ(.__ _ _: ________ ___,f 
~ 1174B 18/1337Z SEP 

ZKZK ZZ SOA NNN NRL DE 

Z 181J)8Z ZIH 

FM USN 27 

TO DIST QUEBEC/MIKE 

ZEN USN 467P 

ZEM 

S E C R E I' KIMBO 

P.L. 
86-36 

2/Q/VHN/Rl¢5-64 ST 22¢ RPI' 2/Q/VHN/Rl¢5-64 ST 22¢ 

FOLLOWING MESSAGE PASSED FROM PORT WALLUT TO UNIDENTIFIED 

ENTITY AT 181¢38Z: //2 PART MESSAGE COMPLEI'E// 

NR 320 TO ALL STATIONS. THE ENEMY IS CARRYING OUT PROVO

CATIONS~ ALL STATIONS WILL INCREASE THE STRENGTH OF ((THEIR)) 

AREAS; ((BE ABLE TO)) DISTINGUISH AMERICAN SHIPS; SOUTHERN 

AREA. TRY YOUR BEST TO AVOID PROVOCATIONS; HOLD AGAIN THE 

PROPOSAL OF NEW OPERATIONS OF KH 1¢¢ ((A)); WARD OFF ENl!lrr 

AIRCRAFT ATTACKS. ALL STATIONS PROMOTE DISPERSING ((lGRU)) 

PREPARE ALL TO BE READY. SUGGEST SHIPS IN THE SOUTHERN 

AREA ((BEWARE)) U.S. ATTACK RAIDER SHIPS ENTERING INTO 

SHORE. THANK 

( (A)) AS IN TEXT j MEANING UNKNOWN 

SECRET KIMBO 
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(confidential HVCCO until filled} 

N'.•A FORM N2288 REV AUG 63 
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61 
to be used unt:ll eXhausted) TOP SECRET DINAR 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

ACTION PRECEDENCE INFO PRECEDENCE SPECIAL HANDLING 

_ PLASH IMMED NONE 

DIRNSA 

TO: USN-27 

LJ 
INFO~ I...__ _ __. 

USAF SS 
CUSASA 

I SUSLO (~~ 
HQ NSAPAC 
ASSTDIRNAVSECGRU 

T a P s E c a E T n1~oa 

B2¢5/316-64 

SUBJECT: SIGINT READINESS 

DA TE: 16 SEP 64 

CJ 
USM-6.26J 
USM-9 

NSAPAC ~p V!EI'NJU~ 
NSAPAC REP PHTI 1 

CUSASAPAG 
PACS:ECRGM 
DIRNA.YSECGRUPAC 
DIRNAVSECGRU 

1. IN VIEW OF RECENT ACTIONS AGAINST THE DESOTO PATROL IN THE GULF 

~· TONKIN, SIGINT READINESS BRAVO IS DECLARED AT ACTION 

ADDRESSEES THIS MESSAGE. 2. REPORTING TO BE ACCOMPLISHED IAW 

FOLLOWING: A. ALL FIELD STATIONS REPORT DRvl UNCODED !REFLECTIONS/ 

REACTIONS TO DESOTO PATROL AS OBSERVED !AW TECHrNS 4¢14 AND 4¢19 AT 

PRECEDENCE APPROPRIATE TO SIGNIFICANCE OF ACTY. ASSURE THAT USN-467 

(ROUTING DESIGNATOR I hmuCINCPACU; mCINCPACFLT;mucbMSEVE:NriIFLT' 

COMNAVPHIL, COMNAVFORJAPAN, NSAPAC REP VIETNAM ~' USN-27 ,11... __ ____. 

USN-39, AND ALL CVA DETS WESTPAC .ARE INCLUDED AS RECIPIENTS ALL 

ORA FTER 

REFERS TO MESSAGE 

9, 
AGI 

DTG 

SUSPENSE 

RELEASING OFFICli:R 

LANG LTCOL USAF CH B2 

TOP SECRET DINAR 

COPY NR. 

I RIBUTION 

ADN 
ADP 
P¢5 
P¢4 
D31 
D32 

LD ...... ····································································P.L. 

B2 86-36 
B22 
B21 
B23 
B24 
B26 
AUSLO 
P¢55 
ADNSG 
DRF 

RELEABED AT 

181335 
PAGE 

1 OF 

AGI NR. 

AGO NR. 

NSA25X3 
NSA25X6 

~ 

PAGES 

.2 

P.L. 
86-36 

¢9¢18 18 

181 z 

I 



(confidential HVCCO until filled) 

N'.•A FORM N2288 REV AUG 63 
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61 
to be used until exhausted) TOP SECRET DINAR 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

ACTION PRECEDENCE INFO PRECEDENCE SPECIAL. HANDLING 

~ROMt DATE1 

T01 

REPORTS 9 WRITING IN TO ESTABLISHED DISTRIBUTIONS AS REQUIRED. SIX 

HOUR REPORTING NOT RPI' NOT REQUIRED. IMPORTANT THAT TECH DATA 

FORMING BASIS ALL REPORTS BE FORWARDED SOONEST POSSIBLE TO ._I __ ___. 

D IRN SA ANDO FLAG ALL REPORTS SIGINT READJ:N~$S, J~R.AYQ()tJ'l'l3()A.Ill) • 

.... B_. _ .... _--= _ ___.lwr11 P~~~~~~ ~~YWRA~~~~ ~PORTI~G A~ ~9YI~ OF ALL 

.... I ___ ,REFLECTIONS/REACTIONS. J. Foa[J/APPREC YOU ARRANGE SUCH 

.... I __ ___.IPARTTCIPATioN AS YOU DEEM APPROPRIATE 

COMCUR: PQ\5, Dr. Shinn 

ADP9 .... I ~~~~~-
4ll1R~ Instructions to field units 
""'!'IGINT READINESS BRAVO OUTBOARD. 

and Chief~ P¢5. 

DRAFTER 

DOCUMENT M R 

REFERS TO MESSAC:E 

9,;o 
AGI 

PROPOSED BY: 
BmGroUpju1.-------. 

for reporting developments under 
This action approved by Chief, B2 

RELEASINC: OFFICER 

DTG 

SUSPENSE 
'l'OP SECRET DINAR 

COPY NR. 

I BUT ION 

RELEASED AT 

PAC:E 

AGI NR. 

AGO NR. 

¢18/18 

5X3 
NSA25X6 

NSA25X6 

PAC:ES 

2 



- SECRET KIMBO 
DE 

DE 

DE...__ _ _.5 56 18/l412Z SEP 

ZKZK RR RN! DE 

0 1814¢8Z ZYH 

FM DIRNSA 

TO OSCAR/VICTOR XRAY 

USN 467P 

ALL CVA NSG DETS WESTPAC 

m! 

a E e ft E 'f ILE-tBO CHANGE 2 2/Q/VHN/Rl2-64 

CHANGE 2 

DRV NAVAL MESSAGE POSSIBLY REFERS TO 11BATTLE POSTPONMENT" 

L CONTINUED ANALYSIS OF A DRV NAVAL MESSAGE V.SSED AT 17¢834Z 

BY UNIDENTIFIED CORRESPONDENTS INDICATES THE MESSAGE SHOULD 

READ: 

11SUB-UNIT 6((1)), (C VAL LET US KNOW) IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED 

ORDERS TO FictlT. ( {SIGNED) ) DINH ( ( 2)) 

2. CHANGE TITLE TO READ: "DRV NAVAL MESSA.GE POSSIBLY REFERS 

TO 11 BA'ITLE ORDERS. 11 

( ( 1)) AN ELEllliNT OF SOUTHERN FLEE!' AND PROBABLY COMPRISED OF 

THREE VESSELS. 

((2)) PROBABLY THE INDIVIDUAL PREVIOUSLY IDENTIFIED AS DEPUTY 

COMMANDER OF SUB-UNIT AND SKIPPER OF SWATOW 495. 

SECRET KIMBO 

P.L. 
86-36 
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TOP SE6RET 
ZKZK 00 ZAD ZHA DECA837 

ZKZK 00 ONN ZSL DEDZB13¢ 

CDA 435VV KCG489VV PHAH¢52B327VH068¢TFC681UN16¢ 

00 RUEPCR RUEPIA 

DE RUMGUN 315 18/1426Z 

0 1814262 

FM CTG SEVEN SEVEN PT SIX 

TO RUATUL/COMSEVENTHFLT 

RUHLHL/CINCPACF1..T 

INFO RUEKA/JCS 

RUECW/CNO 

RUHLHQ/CINCPAC 

RUMFUKDZU5KT/CTF SEVEN SEVEN 

RUEPCR/WHITE HOUSE 

RUEPCR/STATE DEPT 

RUEKDA/SEC DEF 

RUEPIA/CIA 

RUEPCR/DIRNSA 

RUMJIR/AMEMB SAIGON 

RUMSMA/COMUSMACV 

RUMFS/COMNAVPHlL 

RUMFCR/-¢EV/CTU SEVEN SEVEN PT SIX PT SIX 

RUAGFL/M3TC/CTU SEVEN ZERO Pl' TWO PT ONE 

RUEAHQ/JCS 

T Q P S E e R E T 

TONKIN GULF DESOTO PATROL (S) 

SITREP FOUR 

A. COMSEVENTHFLT 12¢6332 

T()P SEGRE'f 
I 



. T()J> SEeRE'f 
B. MY 181337Z 

1. 1813 5 5 Z WA VY. PEON REPORTS HE HAS 

HELD TOTAL OF FIVE HOSTILE SURF TGTS AND HAS XARED ON ALL GR 

REPORTS BELIEVE THREE TGTS SUNK. 

2. NEGATIVE DAMAGE TO DESOTO SHIPS 1814¢8Z. 

3. 1814¢8Z. WAVY PEON REPORTS PROCEEDING TO POINT NORTHEAST OF 

POINT ALFA GUND WILL AMPLIFY INFO SE)JT PREVIOUSLY. AIJ.. QUIET AT 

PRESENT. GP-1 

TOJ? SEERET 



SECRET Kll\4BO 

::o:l8/=Z= 
ZKZK ZZ HHA DE 

Z 18144¢2 ZYH 

FM USN 27J 

TO USN 27 

INFO DIRNSA 

ZEM 

$ E C R E 'f K'fMfJO 

DESOTO SUPPORT 

A. USN-27 1813382 

1. MESSAGE REPORTED REF A INTERCEPTED TIIIS STA AND REPORTED AS 

FOL: 

RADIO STATIONS PROMOTE DISPERSION AND CAMOUFLAGE AND PREPARE TIIE 

SURFACE PREPARATIONS. TAKE PRECAUTIONS AGAINST THE SVN SHIPS 

TAKING ADVANTAGE OF TIIE AMERICAN SHIPS TO ATTACK AND RAID 

TIIE COAST. TIIANH J,lVN 

2o CACS DAIR SUCQ TIDENSIPHAAF HANS NGUYJ TRANG CHUAANR BIJ 

CACS MAW'I'J SAWNR SANGF. DEEF FflOCGF TAUF MIEENF NAM LOWIJ 

ZUNGJ TAUF MYX TAANS COONG BIEETJ KICHS VWOF BOWF. THANH 

3. MSG INTERCEPI'ED AT 1¢¢1Z. TEXT ESSENTIALLY SAME AS MSG 

INTERCEPTED AT 1¢¢4Z WITH ADD AS FOL~ TAKE PRECAUTIONS AGAINST 

ENEMY AIR ATTACK. DEEF PHONGF MAYS BUY DICHJ TAANS COONG 

SECRET KIMBO 

P.L. 
86-36 
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DE RUEPCR 194 18/2¢53Z 

z 182¢522 

INFO RUEMl/WHITE HOUSE 

RUEHCR/STATE DEPI' 

RUEPIA/CIA 

RUEPCR/NSA 

Z l81542Z 

FM CTU 77.6.6 

TO AIG 181 

RUMSSA/OOMUSMACV 

ZEN/CTF 77 

RUMFUAO/C70G/CTF 76 

ZEN/CTG 77.7 

ZEN/CTG 77.6 

RUWDAF/MOPHOTOUPAC 

ZEN/NAVCOMMSSA PHIL 

BT 

SEl6RET 

SE€RET 

AMPLIFYING REPORT ON DESOTO 1813272 SITREP 

1. SITREP FOLLOWS IN TWO PARTS FACTS AND OPINIONS • 

A. AT 181992H MORTON AND EDWARDS STEAMING IN COLUMN DISTANCE 2¢¢¢ 

YDS COURSE 13¢ SPEED 2¢ KTS CONDITION OF READINESS THREE 3 AT LAT 

15-~SN LONG 1¢6-48.6E. 

B. MADE SURFACE RADAR CONTACT AT 181943H BRG 118 RANGE 2¢,5¢¢ YDS 

TRACKED ON COURSE 21.'3 AT 17 KTS NO LIGHTS SHOWING. WATCHED CONTACT 

CLOSING UNTIL A 11,5¢¢ YDS WITH A 15¢-34¢¢ YD CPA.. 
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SECRET 
C. A.T 18195'/JH WITH TARGET A.T APPROX 95</Jl/J YDS TURNED RIGHT 3¢ DEGREES 

AND INCREASED SPEED TO 25 KTS TO CLEAR CONTACT MORE. AT 2¢14 TURNED 

RIGHT 6'/J MORE DEGREES WHEN RANGE CONTINUED TO CLOSE CONTACT SIT 

TO 2 CONTACTS CAME RIGHT AND INCREASED SP TO 23 KNOTS. HEARD 
• 

HYDROfflO'NE EFFECTS ON SAME BEARING. (NOTE: TRAINING OF SNARMEN 

CONDUCTED YESTERDAY.) 

D. 1820¢0H SSS COND OF READINESS ONE BOTH SHIPS TURNED 6'/J DEGREES 

FURTHER RIGHT TO EVADE TORPEDOES IN CASE FIRED. 

E. 1820¢(,H MA.DE SURFACE CONTACT BRG 292 RANGE 11,2</Jl/J. 

F. 182~H CHANGED COURSE TO 169}. AND SPEED TO 15 KNOTS TO PASS 

BETWEEN CONTACTS IN CASE FRIENDLY. 

G. NO CONTACTS SHOW.ED ANY LIGHTS. 

H. 182¢154H DECIDED TO MOVE BEl'WEEN AND AWAY FROM TA.RGETS RAPIDLY. 

I. 182'/JlSH CONTACTS ON BOTH BOWS CLOSING TRACKED AT SPEEDS FROM 

22-.35 KNOTS. 

J. 182019H .A.T BEARING 7 RANGE MILES DIRECTED MORTON FIRED ONE 

WARNING SHOT .A.HEAD OF CONTACTS ON PORT BOW. 

K. 182¢2'/JH WHEN TARGETS CONTINUED TO CLOSE RAPIDLY ORDERED MORTON 

TO OPEN FIRE. 

L. A.T 182¢22H DIRECTm> EDWARDS TO FIRE WARNING SHOT AHEAD OF CLOSING 

PAGE 3 RMFCR 417B S- Fl e R E ~ 

TARGET ON HIS SIDE. 

M. 182¢23H MORTON CEASED FIRE, HITS OBSERVED, ONE TARGET DISAPPEARm 

OTHER OPENED RAPIDLY TO SOUTHWEST. 

N. AT 1s2f}25z nnmcTm EDWARDS TO OPEN P'IRE ON TARGET cJ,osING ON HIS 

SIDE. iiOUR HITS OBSERVED BY EDWARD TARGET APPEARED AND CEASED FIRE AT 

182¢32H. 

SE€RE'f 



SECRET 
0. 182¢28H MORTON FIRED WARNING SIOT AT TARGET BEARING 14~5~ WITH 

1 

HYDROPHONE EFFECTS OPENED FIRE AT 2¢26H. THREE HITS OBSERVED TARGET 

FADED. 

P. BOTH SHIPS FIRED ON TARGET AT r/J79-85'/J<IJ¢ AT 2136 ONE DIRECT HIT BY 

MORTON AND FIVE HITS OBSERVED BY EDWARD. TARGET DISAPPEARED. 

Q. 182137H CEASED ALL FIRING. 

R. NO TARGETS VISUALLY SIGHTED. NO DESCRIPI'ION POSSIBLE. 

TOTAL ROUNDS FIRED BY MORTON 56-5 INCH 128-3 INCH. BY EDWARDS 

2¢5 INCH 6'/Jr/J5 INCH NO KNOWN ROUNDS FIRED AT EITHER MORTON OR EDWARDS. 

S. NO KNOWN TORPEDOES FIRED AT EITHER SHIP. 

T. ALL CONTACTS RADAR 

3. OPINIONS TYPE SHIP NOT KNOWN COULD BE ~ATOWS OUTSIDE OF GUN 

RANGE. IF ~ATOWS ONLY EXPLANATION FOR NOT USING ALL OF SPEED IS 

UNSURE OF DESTROYER PO$ITIONS. 

GP-3 
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Z 18155¢Z 

FM JCS 

TO UHPA/CINCPAC 

INFO RUPB/CINCPACFLT 

BT 

T()¥ SE€REl1 

T 0 r 5 E C ft E T JCS 879¢ 

l ,, ANSWERS TO FOLLOWING QUESTIONS REQUIRED ASAP 

AT HIGHEST LEVELS~ 

A. WAS IT INTENTIONAL ATTACK? 

B. WAS TARGET FIRING? 

C. WHAT WAS THE TARGET? 

D. WHAT MANEUVERS nm THEY MAKE? 

2 ,, REQUEST REPLY IN PARTS IF' NECESSARY. 

I 



SECRET KIMBO 
ZKZK 00 DZ! ZHA DELAA545IDA824ZDA327AHL6¢5 

199B L----
ZKZK 00 NOL NNN NSD NRL DE 

0 1816142 ZYH 

FM USN 27 

TO DIST QUEBEC/INDIA 

PLUS ALL CVA NSG DETS WESTPAC 

USN 467P 

USN 27J 

ZEM 

~ E e ft B 'f' KHH30 

P.L. 
86-36 

2/Q/VHS/R.46-64 ST22¢ FOR EVALUATION SIGINT READINESS BRAVO, 

OUTBOARD, REPORT NUMBER 2. 

DRV SHIPPING COMMS REFLECT PRESENCE OF DESOTO PATROL. 

AT 181419Z THE CARGO VESSEL THONG NHAT Ill'FORMED HAIPHONG IN 

A MULTI-SUB.IBCT MESSAGE THAT QTE THE ENDrr SHIP WAS SOUTHEAST 

OF HON MATT AND AT 21¢55 ((SIC)) ADDITIONAL ENEMY ((lGR U)). 

UNITS PREPARE FOR BATTLE UNQTE. 

SECRET KIMBO 
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(confidential HVCCO until filled) 

N~;A FORt.1 N2288 REV AUG 63 

(Sup.,rsede s N2288 REV JUN 61 
to be used until exhausted) TOP SECRET DINAR 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

ACTION PRECEDENCE INFO PRECEDENCE SPECIAL HANDLING 

IMMEDIATE IMMEDIATE NONE 

.ROMt DIRNSA DATE: 18 SEPf~ER 1964 

TO: NSAPAC REP VIETNAM ~ 
USN~27 

INFO~ USN-27J 

'f C t' 5 E C R E I' DINAR 

B26/4¢5/64 ws 53¢ 

HAVE URGENT REQUIREMENT HIGH LEVEL SOURCE FOR ANY SIGINT 

ANSWERS TO FOLLOWING QUESTIONS RELATING TO CURRENT DESOTO INCIDENT~ 

A, WAS IT INTENTIONAL ATTACK? 

B. WAS TARGET FIRING? 

C. WHAT WAS THE TARGET? 

D. WHAT MANEUVERS DID THEY MAKE? 

~R: This action directed by G~n. Blake, 

CRAFTER RELEASING OFFICli[R 

P.L. 86-36 

REFERS TO MESSAGE 

9•o N 
AGI Q 
DTG N 
SUSPENSE E 

TOP SECRET DINAR 

COPY NR. 

B 
B2 
ADP 
DRF 
P¢5 
B26 
NSACC 

RELEAIEO AT 

18173¢ 
PAGE 

1 OF 1 
A.GI NR. 

AGO NR. 

6 18 

181 8Z 

I 
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(confidential HVCCO until filled) 

NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 63 s~,...&ET vi~t se !COPY MR. 
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61 £..\.JI'- 1'.. !';- --
to be used until exhauated) 
7=:==:==::=::==:=====:~======::;:::==========~SE~C~U~Rl=TY~CL~A~S~Sl~Fl~C~AT~IO,t~'========""""'===o=:!:================= 
ACTION PRECEDl!NCE INFO PRECEDENCE SPECIAL H .HOLING 

PRIORITY PRIORITY NONE (LIZ) (IOH) 

-ROM. DIRNSA DATE1 18 SEP 64 ADP 

T01 I 
.... c .... 1s--A--3 .... 2 ......... 

D 
A 
DRF 
A2 
A232 
B2 
B231 
P¢5 
Pr/J55 
Tll 

2 
5 P.L. 86-36 

INFO~ I I 
~:~!~R:p ffi~irnAM & 

I I 
AFSS/FM (COURIER) 

NSA25X3 

5 E C R E 'f ICIMf!O 

A2/J283 

L DURING PERIOD OF SIGINT READINESS BRAVO OUTBOARD REQUIRE FOLLOW-

ING ACTIONS: REPORT c PRIORITY PRECEDENCE) TO 1 rAND DIRNSA 

(DDI LIZ AND IOH) ANY WEATHER REPORTING THAT WOULD SUGGEST MOVEMENT 

~EPLOYMENT OF VIETNAMESE/CHICOM FORCES. GENERAL GUIDANCE PROVIDED 

TECHINS 7¢¢2. 

2. SPECIFICALLY REQUEST THE FOLLOWING FROM NORTH VIETNAMESE COMMUN!-

CATION ENTITIES~ 

A. ALL WEATHER APPEARING ON DRV AIR DEFENSE (VHZ) AND VHA/VHV 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

B. ALL HALF-HOURLY WEATHER APPEARING ON ANY VHT ENTITIES AND ON 

lllllLIEAllNCI Ol'l'ICIElll 11111 L.IEAllEO AT 

181715 
LT USN CH A232 5196~ CAPT USN, CH A2 47</J PAClll 

lllE .. EJllll TO MEllACIE 

,AGO 

~GI 
DTG 

SUSPENSE 

P.L. 
86-36 

SECRET KI~tBO 

lo,. 2 
ACll Niii. 

AQO NJlll. 

¢9¢97/18 

1817492 

lllAOEI 

I 
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(confidential HVCCO until filled) 
NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 63 eEe~~T u.1:.,.,• BO ICOPY NR. 
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61 ~ 1'.J.J 1 l"\:-f;'] --
to be used until exhausted) 
7'::==='==::=::::::=::::::=::::::=::::========~============~S~E~C~U~R~IT~Y~C~L~A~S~S~IF~l~C~A~T~IOP.~<:===::=======-o""""=""'=!::====:================ 
ACTION PRECEDENCE INFO PRECEDENCE SPECIAL H .HOLING 

DATE: 18 SEP 64 

T01 

C" OTHER 'l'ffAN NORMALLY TRANSMITTED TERMINAI. AIR FORECASTS ON VHT 

ENT'lTrES AND CSTB 5¢2f/JL 

D. OUT OF AREJl/COIJNTRY WEATHER DATA REQUEST. 

E. NORTH VTE..'TNAMESE WEATHER APPEARING ON ~~~ITY.. 

F" TNTRODUC'rION OF ANY ENCRYPrION S'Y:3'.!'EMS 

CONC'lJH 

M/H~ Providing guidance to field stations in reporting under present 
alert conditions. 

REFERS TO MESSAG;E 

6;o 
... GI 

OTG 

SUSPENSE 

L...-___ __.l CAPI' ~ USAF/ A23Zl/ 42¢?s 

RELEASING; OFFICER 

SECRET Klf\,fBO 

RELEASED AT 

5X3 
P.L. 86-36 

PAG;ES 

2 OF 2 
AG;I NR. 

AG;O NR. 



SECRET KIMBO 

ZKZK ZZ HHA NRL DE 

H/W CORRF.cTED COPY DESTROY ALL OTHERS 

DE I 11¢1 18/19462 SEP 

ZKZK 22 HHA IRL DE 

z 1819452 Z!H 

FN USN-27J 

TO QUEBF.C ONE/CHARLIE 

I ~AFss(iSJ\C 

I IAFsso coNAD 

I IA.Fsso TAc 

COMNAVFORJAPAN 

..._____,~tJSN 467P 

COMHA'JPHII.. 

COMTAIWANDEFCOM/US 

SECRET KIMBO 

·"'NSA25X3 

P.L. 86-36 

I 



SECRET KIMBO 

5 EC Ft'.!!: T Ktt>mO 

DESOTO SUPPORT 

2/Ql/VHN/R2¢-64 RPI' 2/C[J../VHN/R2¢-64 Sf22</J SPOT REPORT 

DRV PREPARATIONS AGAINST ATTACK. 

L IN A MESSAGE INTERCEPTED IN FOUR PARTS FROM 1817192 TO 

181826Z FROM POSS BAI CHAY ADDRESSED TO ALL STATIONS AND THE 

5'WATOW PGM-S T-12¢, T-1.34 AND THE S0-1 SUBCHASER T~227 j ·rwo 

AMERICAN DESTROYERS WERE REPORTED 4</J NAUT MILES EAST OF HON MAT 

(18~43N l</J5-57E). AN AREA DIRECTIVE WITHIN THE MESSA.GE INDICATED 

IT WAS PRIMARILY FOR NAVY AND AIR DEFENSE AND AIJ.. STATIONS SHOULD 

QUOTE COMPLETELY DISPERSE ((!GR U)) - REINFORCE AREAS~ PREPARE~ 

MAINTAIN EXACTLY INTENTIONS (( lGR U)) ( (MINHS-·SIC)) (( lGR U)) HAS 

.nJS1' BEEN PUBLISIZED ((2GR U)) EXTERMINATE ENEMY UNQUOTE. THE 

MESSAGE CONTINUED WITH A TONE THAT INDICATED FEAR ON AN ATTACK 

AND INSTRUCTED THAT COMMUNICATIONS BE MAINTAINED IN THE AREA. 

IT ENDFD WITH QUOTE THE WARSHIP IS DOING EXACTLY WHAT ((lGR U)) 

SAID THAT IT WOULD UNQUOTE~ 

SECRET KIMBO 



SECRET KIMBO 

------J 604 18/1956Z SEP 

ZKZK 00 RN! DE 

0 1819482 Z!H 

FM DIRNSA 

TO OSCAR/VICTOR XRAY 

USN~467P 

ALL CVA NSG DETS WESTPAC 

8 B C R Ei 'F KD@G 

2/0/VHN/Rl4~64 ST 22¢ 

DRV ANTICIPATES ATTACK BY SOUTH VIETNAMESE VESSELS 

Flffi1'HER STIIDY OF THE DRV NAVAL MESSAGE REPORTFJJ IN 2/~
1 

V'HN/ 

H1¢5~64 INDICATES THAT DRV NAVAL AUTHORITIES FEAR SOUTH \llE't"NAMESE; 

SHIPS MIGHT TA.KE ADVANTAGE OF THE SITUATION IN THE Glll.F OF" 

TONKIN~ 

"NUMBER 32. TO ALL STATIONS~ THE ENEMY IS ADVANCING TO 

PROVOKE ( (US) ) • ALL STATIONS STRENGTHEN YOUR AREAS AND 

DISTINGUISH BETWEEN AMER.ICAN AND SOUTH VIEI'NAMESE SHIPS. 

AITOlD PROVOKING ((THEM)). ADOPr THE NEW OPERATIONAL 

GUtDFJ .. TNES OF K~l ((UNJDENTIFIED COMMAND AUTHORITY, 

NOR'T'HERN FLEET AREA)). A.LL STATIONS DISPERSE ( (1 GR U)). 

SECRET KIMBO 

P.L. 86-36 

I 



SECRET KIMBO 
MAKE PREPA.RA.TIONS FOR EVERY P0$'.3JBTU'l''( ,i;_ND BE READY TO 

DEFEND AGAINST SOUTH VIETNAMESE SHIPS TAKING ADVANTAGE 

OF THE ((PRESENCE OF)) U.S. SHIPS TO A'CTACK THE SHORE" 

( (SIGNED)) THANH 

COMMENT~ 

IN LIGHT OF THE ABOVE~ IT APPEARS THAT' THE DRV lS NO'T 

ONLY APPREHENSIVE OF U.S. ACTIVITIES IN THE GU1 ... F Of TONKIN 9 

RUT IS CONCERNED THAT THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE MAY LAUNCH HAIDS 

ALONG THE COAST OF THE DRV UNDER COVER OF ANY CONFUSION 

CAUSED BY THE PRESENCE OF U.S. SHIPS. 

SECRET KIMBO 
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SECRET KIMBO 

\ 
JHDEA 

1603 18/1955Z SEP 

ZKZK 00 RN[ DE 

o is195¢z zru 

FM DIRNSA 

TO OSCAR/VICTOR XRAY 

USN-467P 

ALL CVA NSQ .DETS WESTPAC 

...__~_.tWHITE HOUSE SITUATION RCXJM 

ZEM 

\ 

~ E C It E 'f IHJHJO 2/0/VHN/RlJ~6i~ S'r 201/J 

GULF OF 1'0NKIN SITUATION REPORT NO" 1 

SECRE'I KIMBO 

P.L. 86-36 

I 



SECRET KIMBO 
THROUGHOUT THE DAY OF 17 SEPI'EMBER 1964~ DRV NAVY MESSAGES 

INDICATED THAT THEY WEHE AWARE OF T'HE PRESENCE OF U.S. DESTROYERS 

IN THE GULF OF TONKIN. THOUGH ONE MESSAGE ON THAT DAY ASKED A 

NAVAL ELEMENT IF IT HAD RECEIVED ORDERS TO FIGHT:; THERE WERE NO 

FIRST INDICATIONS OF HOSTILE INTENT. MOST MESSAtlLS ALERTED FLEET 

ELEMENTS TO THE PRESENCE OF HOSTILE SHIPS AND AD'IHSED THEM TO 

GUARD AGAINST POSSIBLE ATTACK. 

THE U.S. DESTROYERS BEGAN THE PATROL AT 2336Z 3 16 SEPI'EMBER. 

THEY FIRST CAME UNDER RADAR SURVEILLANCE AT 06¢42~ 17 SEPrEMBE:R 

WHEN AN INDENTIFIED STATION PASSED A TRACKING ORIGINATED BY THE 

RADAR FACILITY AT ID:NH SON (l?-57N 1¢6~3¢E). NO FURTHER 

TRACKINGS WERE OBSERVED UNTIL r/J945Z, 17 SEPI'EMBER WHEN HON MATT 

(18~48N 1¢5~58E) BEGAN TO CONTINUOUSLY TRACK THE DEsrROYERS 

THROUGH 1133Z; A SINGLE TRACKING WAS LATER OBSERVED AT 2JJ0Z. 

VINH SON.~ WHICH ORIGINATED THE FIRST TRACKING AT f/J6f/J4Z~ 

17 SEPTEMBER DID NOT COMMENCE CONTINUOUS TRACKING UNTIL 2116Z~ 

THAT DAY; ITS LAST TRACKING WAS NOTED AT 2227Z. 

THE USS MORTON REPORTED THAT IT WAS FIRING ON A CLOSING 

'TARGET AT 1233Z,. 18 SEPTEMBER. 

FOLLOWING ARE GISTS OF THE MORE SIGNIFICANT MESSAGES WHICH 

PRECEDED THE ATTACK ON THE U.S. DESTROYERS~ 

l 7'/J2r/J3Z:' PORT WALLUT INFORMED ALL STATIONS AND SHIPS THAT THE 

SEVENTH FLEET WAS ACTIVE. ALL STA'rIONS AND SHIPS WEftE, 

FlJRTHER INFORMED THAT HEADQUARTERS REALIZED THAT THE 

E.11.EMY COULD ENTER THE GULF AND STEAM CLOSE TO THE 

SHORELINE THEREBY PROVOKING THE DRV. ALL SHJP.S AND 

STATIONS WERE ORDERED TO GUARD AGAINST A POSSIBLE 

Erffi"'MY ATTACK FROM THE AIR OR THE SEA AND OTHER 

SECRET KIMBO 



SECRET KIMBO 
POSSIBLE PROVQCATIONS. 

170418-
171¢25Z: MESSAGE INTERCEPTm REPORTED TWO ENDfY DFSI'ROYERS UNDER 

OBSERVATION. DESTROYERS WERE THEN SHADOWED BY T-52¢ 

UNTIL 17155¢Zo 
~· 

17¢42¢Z: THE T-146 WAS INFORMED THAT THE 0 ENEMY HAS THE INTENTIONS 

OF PROVOKING AND PoSSIBLY ATTACKING BY MEANS OF THE 

SEA AND AIR ROUTE." SHE WAS ORDERED TO CAMOUFIAGE, 

PREPARE FOR A POSSIBLE ATTACK AND AWAIT FURmER ORDERS. 

17¢526Z: MESSAGE TO .A.LL STATIONS AND ALL VESSELS STATED THAT 

RADAR CONTACT HAD BEHX MADE WITH THE TWO ( DF.STROYERS). 

170'714Z: BEN THUY INFORMED THE T-259, T-253 AND SUB-UNIT 2 THAT, 

A.T lf/111/t} ON 17 SEPI'F.MBER THERE WERE TWO DESTRoYERS 

BEARING 99.DEGREES, RANGE 28 NAUTICAL MILES, COURSE 

.39¢ DF.GREF.S, SPEED 18 KNOTS. THE OBSERVING SITE WAS 

POSSIBLY VINH SON. ALL SHIPS WIRE ORDEim> TO EFFECT 

ALERT CONDITION 1 AND COMMENCE PATROLS, GUARDING 

AGAINST A POSSIBLE AT'I'ACK. 

170'722Z~ MESSAGE TO DET 2, 253 AND 259: "AT PRESENT HAVE '1WO 

DESTROYERS TO THE NORTHWEST 25 NAUTICAL MILES GOING 

SLOWLY TO THE SOUTH. 9'1 MILES FROM DONG HOI ((THERE IS)) 

ONE AIRCRAFT CARRIER. 

17~3¢Z~ AN mimENTIFIED FLEET ACTIVITY ASKED SUB-UNIT 6 IF IT 

HAS RECEIVED ORDERS TO FIGHT. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 

THIS ORDER IS UND~. 

172115Z: TRACKIBG REPORTS FR<lli VIHH SON PLACED TARGET(S) AT 

APPROXIMATE.POSITION OF 18-JJN 1¢6-46E, COURSE 2990 

172338Z: MESSAGE STATED THAT "TWO END!! DFmROYERS OBSERVED AT 

SECRET KIMBO 
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SECRET KIMBO 
.I • • • ' ' '" 

1118 AT 17250 LOST THE TARGET - TURNED OVER SHADOWING 

RESPONSIBILITY TO THE 52-.• 

18;247Z: A MESS.AGE PASSED FROM Al UIIDDITIFIED VESSKL TO Al 

UIIDDTIFil!D SHORE BA.SE\) SHIPPING NET CONTROL STATION 

STATED: "CAN SEE CLEARLY NUMBER 946 AND 95¢. PREPARING 

FOR BATTLE." THE NUMBER OF THE USS EDWARDS DD IS 95~ 

AND THE USS MORTON DD IS 948. AT THE TIME OF IRTERCEPl' 

THE TWO U.S. DF.STROYERS PASSED TWO FISHING VESSELS 

AT A DIST.ARCE OF 2,f/llllJ ms. 
l80255Z: MESSA.GE STATED POSITIOI OF TWO DESTROYERS. 

l8¢4l8Z: 'l'RE CARGO VESSEL THONG-DAT IIFORMED HAIPHONG THAT THE 

ENDlY SHIP WAS HEADING FR<ll THE SOUTH ON .l BOR'mERLY · 

COURSE. 

l81fS38Z: MESSAGE TO ALL STATIONS WARNIBG THEM OF THE ENEMY 

ADVANCING TO PROVOKE THEM. Sl'A.TIONS .A.RE ORDERED TO 

STRENGTHEN THEIR .ARElS, DISTDIGUISH BETWEEN U.S. AND 

SOUTH YIE'DlAMESE SHIPS, AID AVOID PROVOKING THEM. 

MESSAGE ALSO WARNED AGAINST SOU'm VIETNAME.SE SHIPS 

TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE PRESENCE OF U.S. SHIPS TO 

ATTACK THE.SHORE. 

SECRET KIMBO 



(confidential HVCCO until filled) 
NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 63 s~eR:~ :IL.I.J....,.t: 88 \COPY NR. 
(Sup~rsede• N2288 REV JUN 61 L ~T r\:lf';""I --
to be usc-d until exhausted) 
=-=============~==========~=============S=E~C~U~R=IT:Y~C~L~A~SS~l~F~IC~A~T;;;,IO•·~'======:=:::=:,,,...,=::=::::!:::===================~-
ACTION PRECEDENCE INFO PRECEDENCE SPECIAL h ,,.OLING 

FH IOfHTY PRIORlTt. NONE 

I
~~~~ -~~~~~~...&-~~~~~_;_~~~-~_s_~~~~~~~~~~~~-.-...,.,.,,~,=e-uT=1~0-N~~~~~-

OMi D]ffN5A DATE: 18 SEP 6.4 A 

T01 ;u 3Su SAC 

1-1 ~· -~'--:U AWS 
M'l\l IGG (COURIER) 
NS.k r;•J:<;P :SM: 

AFSSu .SAC PA.SS TO SJO DET l ~ _}WW 

AfSSU AW:: PASS TO SlO AWS 

REQLH£:S"! DJIJLl FORECAST OF' WEAl'HIB CONDITIONS i<,OR GULF OF TONKIN 

CONGUii 
s23,, ... I _____ .... 

e;i. To ~uppi:!'xt B2 effort during SIGINT Alert Readiness BRAVO Outboa. 

.___ __ ____.fA2J4/ 4 93 3 s 

ORAFTE~ RELEASING OFFICER 

I oeceMelO 1 11A1JN£1AJ' USAF APT, U51'J CHA2 4'/r/J? 

>1EFER9 YO MESSAGE 

]\' .. I 

0 

SECRET KllviBO OTG 1\: 
SUSPENSE ~, 

A2 2 
fC,'.J4 ) 
AfNICC\FM) 
Pt/Ji+ 
P¢5 
ADP 
DHF 
B2 
B .. ~; 

.L. 86-36 

RELEASEO AT 

181955 
PAGE PAGES 

1 OF 1 
AGI NR. 

AGO NR. 

</•9234/18 

182~34Z 

I 



- Responsive 

(confidential HVCCO until filled) 

(Supersede' 1'12.!1!8 REV JUN 61 T PE RETINA ...... A For..:t.1 N2288 REV AuG 63 I 8 S 6 B R: ICOPY MR. 

t._,, he IJ,<..t:d uritif cxhau~fPd) SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 
,-....-.. ...................................... ...,.....,.. __ ...._ __ ~~~~-------...;..~...;.;;.;;;.;.;...;..;;.;...;...;.;..;.;~~~~~~--....... ~~~~~-,:::=:=.;·c 

PAGES 

>--------

AGO NR. 

{1)9238/18 
,...--------···~-~=================·===s=E==c=o,;1i'\rc1..""'Il~s"'i,,FFrrc;r=rx,.y1T1"o"'N=-========*-ts""""1"'"=======~==~ 
.ERS TO MESSAGE 

AGI 

DTG TOP SECRET DINA .. R 

182¢JBZ 

I 



Non - Responsive 

(cQnfidential HVCCO until filled) 

NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG. 63 TOP SECRET DINAR COPY MR. 
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61 
to be used until exhausted) 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

ACTION PRl!CEDENCE INFO PRECEDENCE 1 SPECIAL HANDLING 
\\ 

\\ 
uuo I "IBUTION 

.......... ft.6.T ... 

I 

DRAFTER RELEASING OFFICER RELEASED AT \£V ... VJ 

z 
PAGE PAGES 

DOCUMENT MA""'"''" 2 OF 4 
AGI NR. 

AGO MR. 

238/lS 
REFERS TO MESSAGE ~..:cu .... • CLAss1 ........ ,..,.., D '" ,,_ 

J 

AGI 

DTG TOP SECRET DINAR 
SUSPENSE 



Non - Responsive 

(confidential HVCCO until filled) 

NSA FORM NZ288 REV AUG 63 
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61 
to be used until exhausted) 

ACTION PRECEDENCE 

I TOP SECRET DIN1~R 
SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

COPY NR. 

. 
INFO PRECEDENCE I SPECIAL HANDLING 

----~~~~~~~~~~~~--''--~~~~~~~~~~~-~~--L~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~,....,Ulla•~·'",...,,'a...,.,UT="'1~o~N...-~~~~~~ 

FROMt 

REFERS TO MESSAGE 
-~ 

0 

AGI 

DTG 

SUSPENSE 

DATEs 

I 

.. ..:cu1u-iY c ......... FICATl""A 

TOP SECRET DINAR 

RELEASED AT cz;ui.V) 

PAGE PAQES 

3 OF 4 
AGI NR. 

AGO NR. 

238/18 
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(confidential HVCCO until filled) 

NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 63 

TOP SECRET DINi' ... R !COPY NR. (Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61 
to be used untH exhausted) 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

ACTION PRECEDENCE INFO PRECEDENCE I SPECIAL HANDLING 

- Non - Responsive 

om. • -
UUIT"IBUTION 

fROMt 

T01 

DRAFTER RELEASING OFFICKR RELKASED AT cz;ut..U} 

" PAGE PAGES 
DOCUMENl M,.RKING 

~ OF 4 
AGI NR. 

AGO NR. 

238/18 
REFERS TO MESSAGE St:.(;Ufil:I ·y C-C::A~:11..-111;;A "IQN ....... -

0 

AGI 

DTG TOP SECRET DINAR 
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NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 63 eEeI>ET Yrf"" BO !COPY NR. 
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61 ~ I'- ~ lVJ 
to be used until exhausted) 

:==::==:===:::===::=::=:==::::=====~===========SE~C~U~Rl=TY~CL~A~S~Sl~Fl~C~AT~IO>.~•=======°"""""""'""'~-=!:================= 
ACTION PRECEDENCE INFO PRECEDENCE 

IMMEDIATE NONE 

TO: DIA/ISIC (CIIC) ATTN COL GASPARD 
JCS JJ (JRC CDE FITZWATER) 

B2r/J5/323/64 

SUBJECT: DESOTO SURVEILLANCE 

SPECIAL H . .HOLING 

NONE 

DATE: 18 SEPI'.EMBER. 1964 

L PURSUANT TO TELEPHONIC REQUIREMENT THIS DATE FOLLOWING INFORMATI 

IS SUPPLIED. INFORMATION AUiO RELEASED AS 2/0/VHN/Rl3-64 18195r/JZ. 

2o THROUGHOUT THE DAY OF 17 SEPI'EMBER 1964, DRV NAVY MESSAGES INDI

CATED THAT THEY WERE AWARE OF THE PRESENCE OF U.S. DESTROYERS IN THE 

GULF OF TONKIN. THOUGH ONE MESSAGE ON THAT DAY ASKED A NAVAL ELEMENT 

IF IT HAD RECEIVED ORDERS TO FIGHT, THERE WERE NO FIRM INDICATIONS 0 

HOSTILE INTENT. MOST MESSAGES ALERTED FLEET ELEMENTS TO THE PRESENC 

~F HOSTILE SHIPS AND ADVISED THEM TO GUARD AGAINST POSSIBLE ATTACK. 

THE U.S. DESTROYERS BEGAN THE PATROL AT 2336Z, 16 SEPTEMBER. 

THEY FIRST CAME UNDER RADAR SURVEILLANCE AT r/J6'/J4Z, 17 SEPTEMBER WHEN 

AN UNIDENTIFIED STATION PASSED A TRACKING ORIGINATED BY THE RADAR 

FACILITY AT VINH SON (17-57N 1¢6-3r/JE). NO FURTHER TRACKINGS WERE 

OBSERVED UNTIL </J945Z, 17 SEPI'EMBER WHEN HON MATT (18-48N 1¢5-58E) 

BEGAN TO CONTINUOUSLY TRACK THE DESTROYERS THROUGH 1135Z; 

OPIAP'TER 

CH B2r/J 1 5174s 

P.L. 86-36 
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(confidential HVCCO until filled) 
NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 63 
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61 
to be used until exhausted) SECRET KIMBO 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

ACTION PRl!Cl!DENCI! INFO PRECEDENCE 1 SPECIAL .... INDLING 

iitOMs DATEs 

T01 

A SINGLE TRACKING WAS LATER OBSERVED AT 233¢Z. VINH SONj WHICH 

ORIGINATED THE FIRST TRACKING AT ¢6¢4Z, 17 SEPl'l!J.iBER DID NOT 

COMMENCE CONTINUOUS TRACKING UNTIL 2116Z, THAT DAY; ITS LAST 

TRACKING WAS NOTED AT 2227Z~ 

THE USS MORTON REPORTED THAT IT WAS FIRING ON A CLOSING 

TARGEr AT 1233Z, 18 SEPI'EMBER. 

FOLLOWING ARE GISTS OF THE MORE SIGNIFICANT MESSAGES WHICH 

PRE.CEDED THE ATTACK ON THE U.S. DESTROYERS: 

17¢2¢3Z~ PORT WALLUT INFORMED ALL STATIONS AND SHIPS THAT THE 

SEVENTH FLEET WAS ACTIVE. ALL STATIONS AND SHIPS WERE 

17¢418= 

FURTHER INFORMED THAT HEADQUARTERS REALIZED THAT THE 

ENEMY COULD :mTER THE GULF AND STEAM CLOSE TO THE 

SHORELINE THEREBY PROVOKING THE DRV. ALL SHIPS AND 

STATIONS~ ORDERED TO GUARD AGAINST A POSSIBLE 

ENEXY ATTACK FROM THE AIR OR THE SEA AND OTHER POSSIBLE 

FmOVOCATIONS. 

171¢25Z~ MESSAGE INTERCEPTED REPORTED TWO ENEMY DESTROYERS UNDER 

OBSERVATION. DESTROYERS WERE THEN SHADOWED BY T-52¢ 

1111!:1'1!:1111 To ..,.,llAGIE 

10 
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(confidential HVCCO until filled) 
NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 83 
(Superaedea N2288 REV JUN 61 
to be uaed until exhau.ted) SECRET KIMBO 

81:CURITY CLA881 ... ICATION 

ACTION P .. l!Cl!Dl!NCI! INFO P"ECEDENCI! 

"'" 
5"ECIAL HANDLING 

DATEt 

TOs 

UNTIL 17155'/JZ. 

17¢42'/JZ~ THE T-146 WAS INFORMED THAT THE QTE ENEMY HAS THE INTENTION 

OF PROVOKING AND POSSIBLY ATI'ACKING BY MEANS OF THE SEA 

AND AIR ROUTE. UNQTE SHE WAS ORDERED TO CAMOUFLAGE, PREP 

FOR A PCSSIBLE ATTACK AND AWAIT FURTHER ORDERS. 

170526Z~ MESSAGE TO ALL SfATIONS AND ALL VESSELS STATED THAT RADAR 

CONTACT HAS BEEN MADE WITH THE TWO (DESTROYERS) • 

17r/J714Z~ BEN THUY INFORMED THE T-259, T-253 AND SUB-UNIT 2 THAT, 

A AT lr/J¢0G ON 17 SEPTEMBER THERE WERE TWO DEsrROYERS BEARING 

99 DEGREES, RANGE 28 NAUTICAL MILES, COURSE 39¢ DEGREES, 

SPEED 18 KNOTS. THE OBSERVING SITE WAS POSSIBLY VINH SON. 

ALL SHIPS WERE ORDERED TO EFFECT ALERT CONDITION 1 AND 

COMMENCE PATROLS, GUARDING AGAINST A POSSIBLE ATTACK. 

17r/J722Z~ MESSAGE TO DET 2, 253 AND 259: QTE AT PRF.SENT HAVE TWO 

DESTROYERS TO THE NORTHWEST 25 NAUTICAL MILES GOING SLOWLY 

TO THE SOUTH. 9'/J MILES FROM DONG HOI (THERE IS) ONE 

AIRCRAFT CARRIER UNQUOTE. 

17¢83'/JZ~ AN UNIDENTIFIED FLEET ACTIVITY ASKED SUB-UNIT 6 IF IT HAD 

ORAl"Tl:R 

:> 
AGI 

DTG 

SUSPENSE 

Rl:\.l:ASIHG Ofl'P'ICl:R 

SECRET KIMBO 

COPY NR. 
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(confidential HVCCO until filled) 
NSA FORM N2288 RE v AUG 83 I 
(Superaedee N2288 REV JUN 61 
to be uaed untll exheuated) SECRET KIMBO 

SIECURITY Cl.A881..,CATION 
ACTION P .. ECEDENCE INFO P .. l!CIEDEHCE I PECIAL HANDLING 

•.• ()Ms DATE1 

T01 

RECEIVED ORDERS TO FIGHT. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS ORDER 

IS UNDETERMINED. 

172115Zg TRACKING REPORTS FROM VINH SON PLACED TARGET(S) AT 

APPROXIMATE POSITION OF 18-33N 1¢6-46E, COURSE 2990 

COPY NR. 

Ul.-TftlBUTI..,.. 

l 72338Zg MESSAGE STATED THAT QTE TWO ENE2fi DESTROYERS OBSERVED AT 11" 8 

AT 1725. LOST THE TARGET-TURNED OVER SHADOWING 

RESPONSIBILITY TO THE 52¢ UNQUOTE. 

18¢247Z~ A MESSAGE PASSED FROM AN UNIDENTIFIED VESSEL TO AN 

UNIDENTIFIED SHORE BASED SHIPPING NET CONTROL STATION 

STATED: QTE CAN SEE CLEARLY NUMBER 946 AND 95¢. PREPARING 

FOR BATTLE UNQTE. THE NUMBER OF THE USS EDWARDS DD IS 95¢ 

AND THE USS MORTON DD IS 948. AT THE TIME OF INTERCEPT 

THE TWO U.S. DESTROYERS PASSED 'lWO FISHING VESSELS AT A 

DISTANCE OF 2,¢¢'/J ms. 
18¢255Z~ MESSAGE STATED POSITION OF TWO DESTROYERS. 

18f)418Z~ THE CARGO VESSEL THONG-NHAT INFORMED HAIPHONG THAT THE 

ENEMY SHIP WAS HEADING FROM THE SOUTH ON A NORTHERLY 

COURSE. 

"Sl.SASIHG Ol'l'ICS" "Sl.SAISO AT, • ., .. .,, 

~oft.oc~ulDTMISN~ITnMErn ..... ~Kn~~.------------------..__ __________________________ --1~· 0·4 5 ~AOIE• 
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(confidential HVCCO until filled) 
NSA FORM N2288 REV AUG 153 
(SuperBede11 N228B REV JUN 61 
to be uaed until erhauated) SECRET KIMBO 

•IECURITY CLA••IFICATION 

INP'O PRECEDENCE I PECIAL HANDLING 

DATE1 

T01 

181~38Z~ MESSAGE TO ALL STATIONS WARNING THEM OF THE ENEMY 

ADVANCING TO PROVOKE THEM. STATIONS ARE ORDERED TO 

STRENGTHEN THEIR AREAS, DISTINGUISH BETWEEN U.S. AND 

SOUTH VIETNAMESE SHIPS, AND AVOID PROVOKING THEM. 

MESSAGE ALSO WARNED AGAINST SOUTH VIETNAMESE SHIPS 

TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE PRESENCE OF U.S. SHIPS TO ATTACK 

THE SHORE •. 

M/R~ Response to DIA request for SIGINT reflections of DRV 
aurveilla.nce of Desoto Patrol. This satisfied PROD Requirement 
$62-64. 

.. El'IE .. I TO MIE••AGI: 
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SECRET KIMBO 

COPY NR. 
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T()P SE€RET 
ZKZI{ MO ZSl. ZLA AOH Hil DE 

SPS 49? 

00 RUEPCR 

DE RUEPCR 80 18/¢31¢2 

0 19¢3¢92 

FM JCS 

RUEPCR/WHITE WHITE 

RUEHCR/STATE DEPI' 

RUEPIA/CIA 

RUEPCR/NSA 

p 1823432 

FM CINCPAC 

TO AIG 929 

INFO RUHPHR/CINCUSARPAC 

RUHFM/CINCPACFLT 

RUHLKM/CINCPACAF 

RUMSMA/COMUSMACV 

ROAMC/COMUSKOREA 

RUAGFL/COMUSTDC 

RUAUAZ/COMUSJAPAN 

RUMFS/CINCPACREP PHIL 

RUKDAG/CINCAL 

RUWGALB/CINCNORAD 

RIJFLC/USCINCEUR 

RUAPAL/USCINCSO 

RUCJHK/ClNCSTRIKE 

RUECBAC/CINCLANT 

HUHPCR/CINCSAC 

.. 

TOP SECRET 

I 



RUHfHK/~INCPAC ADV 

RUMGO/CINCPAC ACC 

BT 

T 0 P S ~ e R E T 

TONKIN GULF (U) 

'FOP SEEHE'f 

SITREP 1 THROUGH 18120¢2 

L AT 1811432 GULF OF TONKIN DESOTO PATROL CONSISTING OF 

DD 1 S MORTON AND EDWARDS MADE RADAR CONTACT WITH SURFACE 

TARGETS CLOSING AT SPEEDS FRCOM 22-35 KNOTS. WARNING SHOTS 

F!REDy TARGETS CONTINUED CLOSINGo TARGETS ENGAGED DURING PERIOD 

18112¢2 TO 181337Z. ESTIMATED FOUR TO FIVE TAR.GETS TAKEN UNDER 

FIRE. 

NO TARGETS VISUALLY SIGHTED. NO KNOWN ROUND OR 

PAGE REPCR 8¢ T 0 P 3 1!! e It E T 

TORPEDOES FIRED AT EITHER DD. 

2. AREA TO BE SEARCHED AT DAYLIGHT FOR EVIDENCE. PREPARATIONS ·• 
BEING MADE FOR POSSIBLE RETALIATORY ACTION BY PACFLT AND 

PACA.P UNIT'~!. 

J. RESUMPI'ION OF DESOTO PATROL AWAI'r'lNG JCS APPROVAL. 

4. 2f/J F~1¢f/Jis DIRECTED PROCEED CLARK AND DANANG. 

5o NO O~ER ACTIONS ORDERED. ~ 

B'I' 

'f()P SE€RET 



(unclassified until filled) 

NSA FORM "42288 REV AUG 63 
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61 
to be uBed until exhausted) 

ACTION PRECEDENCE 

lMMED.'A 
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SECRET COPY MR. 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

INFO PRECEDENCE 

AGO NR. I 
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SECRET 



ZIZI PP ZLA HII AOH ZAD DE 

PP RUEPCR 

DE RUEPCR 95 19/¢537Z 

P 19¢536Z 

FM JCS 

INFO RUEPWW/WHITE HOUSE 

RUEHCR/STATE DEPI' 

RUEPIA/CIA 

RUEPCR/NSA 

19C/Jl52Z 

FM CINCPAC 

TO TUHLHL/CINCPACFLT 

INFO RUMFCR/COMSEVENTHFLT 

RUMFCR/CTF 77 

RUMFCR/CTG 77.6 

RUMFCR/CTG 77.6 

RUMFCR/CTU 77.6.6 

RUEKDA/JCS 

BT 

s~ert!II 

DESOTO INCIDENT (U) 

SE€RE'f 

L I APPRECIATE THE EFFORTS OF ALL COMMANDS CONCERNED IN THEIR 

EFFORTS TO KEEP ME AND HIGHER AUTHORITY INFORMED AS EVENTS UNFOLDED 

IN THE LATEST TONKIN GULF INCIDENT OF 18 SEP. NEVERTHELESSj THE 

INFORMATION RECEIVED WAS NEITHER SUFFICIENTLY COMPLETE NOR SUFFICIENTLY 

TIMELY TO MAKE A RAPID AND FACTUAL ANALYSIS OF THE OCCURRENCE IN ORDER 

TO DETER.MINE THE PROPER COURSE OF ACTION. IN THIS INSTANT., THROUGH 

POSSIBLY NO FAULT OF YOUR OWN 9 THERE IS STILL NO CONCRETE EVIDENCE THAT 

SE€RET I 



f 

I 

SEeRET 
THE DESOTO PATROL DESTROYERS WERE ACTUALLY UNDER ATTACK. THIS IS 

PAGE 2 RUHLHQ 32¢2 S E C Ft E T 

A VITAL PIECE OF INFORMATION DIRECTLY BEARING ON FUTURE ACTIONS. THE 

POSITIVE TO NEGATIVE VERIFICATION OF THIS INFORMATION IS STILL LACKING 

SOME 13 HOURS AFTER THE INCIDENT. 

2" I WANT TO FULLY IMPRESS UPON ALL CONCERNED THE VERY GREAT 

NEED FOR MINUTELY DETAILED INFORMATION TO BE TRANSMITTED TO ME AND 

HIGHER AUTHORITY BY THE FASTEST MEANS POSSIBLE. EACH AND EVERY 

OFFICER IN COMMAND AUTHORITY IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ENSURING THAT 

THE FLOW OF INFO FROM ON-THE-SCENE IS PROMPI', CONTINUOUS AND DETAILEDo 

-SP '+ 

SECRE~ 



I 
( 
\ 

ZKZK PP ZAD DEAN 

ZKZK PP ZSL ZLA AOH HII DE 

PP ftUEPCR 

DE RUEPCR 1¢4 19/¢6412 

P 19¢64</JZ 

FM JCS 

INFO RUEPWW/WHITE HOUSE 

RUElfCR/STATE 

RUEPIA/CIA 

RUEPCR/NSA 

19¢1542 

FM CINCPAC 

TO RUHLHL/CINCPACFLT 

INFO RUMSMA/COMUSMACV 

RUEKDA/JCS 

RUMFSS/COMSEVENTHFLT 

BT 

"'SECRE; 

DESOSO (U) 

Ao MY QOPPRUZ 

Bo JCS 8838 DTG 1823582 

SE€RE'f 

L REF A DIRECTED COMPL:.IANCE REF B FOR COMPLETION THIRD 

DAY DESOTO PATROL 19 SEPI' HOTELo 

2a BE PREPARED ON 2¢ SEPT HOTEL TIME TO INITIATE OR REPEAT 

PATROL IN ACCORDANCE WITH ORIGINAL THREE DAY ITINERARY. 

DO NOT INITIATE UNTIL DIRECTED BY GINCPACc 

SE€RET-



SECRET 
J. OPLAN 34A MAROPS WILL NOT BE INITIATED UNTIL COMPLETION 

DESOTO PLUS 24 HOURS. ~ 

SECRET 



SECRET KIMBO 
ZKZK 00 NRL HOL HHA DE 

DE YADNHV 1¢ 19/¢23¢Z SEP 

ZKZK 00 RNI NRT NOL HHA DE 

0 190227Z ZYH 

FM USN 27J 

TO QUEBEC ONE ALFA 

,___ _ ___.tAFssO CON~ 
I JAFSSo SAC 

I IA.Fsso TAc 

PLUS I ~JsN 467P 

COMNAVPHIL 

ALL CVA DETS WESTPAC 

ZEM 

S i: G R :K T KDH30 

2/Ql/VHN/R22~64 ~22</J SIGINT READINESS BRAVO, OUTBOARD 

REPORT NUMBER l 

INITIAL REFLECTION THIS STA NAVAL ACTION/ENGAGEMENT NOTED DRV COMHS 

FROM SOUTHERN FLEET ACTYj POSS BEN THUY'/ INTCPI'D 19¢¢5</JZ STATING 

QTE THE ENEMY FIRED AT THE SHIP AND ONLY THEN WAS ABLE TO FIRE AGAIN 

UNQTE. 

COMMENT~ THE STATEMENT PROB! REFERS TO THE FIRING OF WARNING SHOTS 

BY THE US SHIPS AND WHEN NO ATTEMPT TO ALTER COURSE TA.KEN THEM 

THE US SHIPS JUSTIFIED IN FIRING FOR EFFECT 

SECRET KIMBO 

I 

P.L. 86-36 



\unclassified until filled) 

NSA FOR•A N22BB REV AUG 63 
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61 
to be used until exhausted) 

ACTION PRECEDENCE 

CONFIDENTIAL COPY NR. 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

INFO PRECEDENCE SPECIAL HANotfNG 

FLASH IMMEDIATE HA:MflLE ·nA 80HHff GihYIT~R!:ba GKt.Y 

DIRNSA DATE1 19 SEPI'EMBER 1964 

T01 NSAPAC REP VIETNAM~ 

INFO~ HQ NSAPAC 

G 0 N F I Q K ~J T I A :b QOMI:WT Ql=IUJW~a 

B2</J5/324 537 

ACUTELY AWARE HERE OF COMPLETE BREAKDOWN CRITICOM CIRCUIT BETWEEN 

SAIGON AND IBU BAI AND ELSEWHERE IN YOUR GENERAL AREA. IN VIEW 

PRESENT SIGINT READINESS BRAVO OUTBOARD THE DIRECTOR REQUESTS YOU 

IMMEDIATELY TAKE ALL NECESSARY STEPS TO ESTABLISH COMMUNICATIONS 

WITH PHU BAI BY CRITICOM OR WHATEVER OTHER MEANS AVAILABLE. 

CANNOT OVER EMPHASIZE URGENCY OF THIS MATTER. IF ALL EFFORTS TO 

ESTABLISH ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS FAIL, SUGGEST COUR~~ BY 

~TROD AIRCRAFT. RESPONSE REQUESTED BY THE DIRECTOR 

CONCUR: GEN DAVIS 

ISTRIBUTION 

DIR 
ADN 
ADP 

~;5 
D31 
D32 
B 
B2 
B26 
Tl 

M/R~ In addition to steps being taken locally to correct communicat'ons 
deficienciesj subject message intended to obtain all possible help f om 
Saigon. 

DRAFTER RELEASING OFFICER RELEASED AT 

19¢233 ~ 

REFERS TO MESSAGE -$0 
AGI 

DTG 

SUSPENSE 

N 
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N 
E 

WATCH OFFICER B2 LTCOL USAF CHB2 

P.L. 86-36 

HtdffiLE VIA 80HIN'f OHA:NPHiif:.S mH:iY 
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NSA25X3 

SECRET KIMBO 
I 

SPOT REPORT 
19 SEPI'EMBER 1964 
DIST: O/VX PLUS 

ALL CVA NSG DETS WESTPAC 
ST 16¢ 

18 AND 19 SEPI'EMBER 

SECRET KIMBO 

I 



DE._I _ ___. 

ZKZK ZZ RNI DE 

ZEL 

C6NFIBENTIA1" 

EE I ~7 19/¢411Z SEP 

ZKZK ZZ RNI DE 

Z 19¢41¢Z Z!H 

FM NSAPAC REP VIETNAM (C) 

TO DIRNSA (ATTN DIRECTOR AND Tl) 

INFO HQ NSAPAC 

ZEM 

e 0 M F I B E M T I A L eOMIWT ettitltNEL5 

CITE: F46/2954 SW 6¢3 SH 2¢26 

PRESENT STATUS OF COMMUNICATIONS CRS SAIGON 

P.L. 86-36 

1. PRESENTLY ONE CIRCUIT IS OPERATIONAL FROM CRS SAIGON. ALFA 

CIRCUIT BECAME OPERATIONAL AT ¢8¢¢ LOCAL. CIRCUIT WAS IN AND OUT 

•tiwM 133¢ LOCAL 18 °$P TO ¢8¢¢ LOCAL 19 SEP. BRAVO CIRCUIT STILL OUT. 

A. BACKLOG AT PHU BAI FOR CRS SAIGON: 

IMMEDIATE ~ NONE 

PRIORITY - ¢ FOR 626 AND 4¢ FOR USM=9 

B. BACKLOG CRS SAIGON TO FHU BAI~ 

IMMEDIATE ~ 2¢ 

PRIORITY - 2¢ 

C. ZVA BACKLOG - IMMED - ~¢ PRIORITY ~ 2¢ 

2. CIRCUIT OUTAGE DDNC 1962 AND 1Hl6. 

AT 053¢Z 18 SEP!' 1964 CRITICOMM CIRCUITS DDNC 1962 AND 1Hl6 WERE 

LOGGED OUT THIS STATION BECAUSE OF EQUIPMENT TROUBLES BETWEEN HUE 

AND PHU BAI (BIRD DOG VHF) AT ¢8¢¢Z 18 SEPI' 1964 THIS STATION NOTIFIED 
I 

HAT VOA WAS p~ RIDING THE FREQUENCY USED ON DDNC 1962 AND 1Hl6. 

C6NFIDENTIAt 

I 



CONFIDEN1'1Ab 
THIS PROBLEM WAS ELIMINATED AT 1215Z 18 SEPI' 1964. AT THIS IMX 

FREQUENCIES WERE AVAILABLE BUT THE TCC-2¢ 1 S WERE STILL INOPERABLE. 

THE CONDITIONS EXISTING WERE PASSED ON TO ADVON OLL TEST FOR 

CORRECTION. 39TH SIGNAL BN. (ADVON TOL TEST) IS THE RESPONSIBLE 

AGENCY FOR THESE TWO UP COUNTRY CIRCUITS. 

BY 2372Z 18 SEPT 19649 THE CONFIGURATION OF DONG 1962 WAS CHANGED 

TO ONE USING TH-5'S AND THE AN/GRC~l¢. 

2358Z 18 SEPTEMBER 1964. DONG 1962 WAS FULLY OPERATIONAL AND AVAILABLE 

FOR TRAFFIC. 

THIS STATION NOTIFIED THAT REPAIRS WERE ON THEIR WAY TO HUE TO 

ATTEMPT REPAIRS ON TCCAWP 1 S. UNTIL SUCH REPAIRS ARE ACCOMPLISHED THIS 

STATION HAS ONLY ONE (1) CIRCUIT AVAILABLE. AN RVN CIRCUIT HAS BEEN 

PRE-EMPTED FOR DON: 1962. 

OUTAGES ON DDNC 1962 AND ).Hl6 

18¢53¢ - 18¢8¢¢Z - TCC-2¢ 

18¢8¢¢ - 181215Z - TCC-2¢ AND VOA 

18125 - 182312Z - CCAWP 
' \ 

182312 - 182358Z - RESTATED SSNCH CIRCUIT ALI~T. 

3. MACV STAFF; J6j 39TH SIGNAL 3 3RD RRU PROVIDING EVERY EFFORT 

AVAILABLE TO RESTORE COMM. 

AS SUGGESfED IF SITUATION DOES NOT ~if,:. 



TOP SEERE'f 
ZKZK 00 ZAD DE 

ZKZK 00 ZSL ZLA AOH HII DE 

00 RUEPCR 

TO NSA 

RUMGUN 116 19/¢438Z 

Z 19¢438Z 

FM CTG SEVEN SEVEN PT SIX 

TO RUATUD/BVKG/COMSEVENTHFLT 

·~LHL/CINCPACFLT 

INFO RUEKDA/JCS 

RUECW/CNO 

RUHLHQ/CINCPAC 

RUMFUI/74KT/CTF SEVEN SEVEN 

RUEPCRjWHITE HOUSE 

RUEPCR/STATE DEPT 

RUEKDA/SEC DEF 

RUEPIA/CIA 

RUEPCR/DIRNSA 

RUMJIR/AMEMB SAIGON 

RUMSMA/COMUSMACV 

RUMFS/COMNAVPHIL 

RUMFCR/CTU SEVEN SEVEN PT SIX PT SIX 

RUMSJB/M3TC/CTU SEVEN ZERO PT TWO PT ONE 

RUEAHQ/l'HA 

BT 

TONK!~ GUI.:.~ DESOTO PATROL (S) 

SITREP EIGHT 

'f ()P SEC:RE'f 

I 



'f0P SECRET 
A. COMSEVENTHFLT 12¢6332 

B. MY 18211¢2 

QMV AIR SEARCH IN PROGRESS CONTINUOUSLY FOR ATTACK 

EVIDENCE SINCE LAST REPORT. AlH AND ElB SEARCH ACFT 

AUGMENTED BY AJB ACFT FIRST LIGHT SEARCH CONCENTRATED AREA BOUNDED 

BY FOL COORDINATES~ 

PAGE TWO RGUN 116 T 0 ~ a g G R E ! 

19-©¢N, 1¢6-¢¢E/19-¢¢N, 1¢6-15E 

19-¢5N, 1¢6-53E/18-35N, 1¢7-2¢E 

2. VISUAL SEARCH SOM»IHAT HAMPERED BY 5-6¢¢ FT CEILINGS 

JNM (EST) VISIBILITY: HOWEVEROTS EST COMPLETE 

VISUAL AND RADAR COVERAGE, NOj RPT NO SURE CONTACTS AND NO 

DEBRIS OR OTHER ATTACK EVIDENCE LOCATED OR DETECTED. 

3 o GAST TWO SEARCH AlH DUE LAND CONSTEL 19¢63¢Z. 

NEGATIVE SEARCH RESULTS REPORTED WHILE AIRBORNE. 

4. USS COLUMBUS PROCEEDING RDVU WITH AND REFUEL USS 

MORTON/EDWARDS POSIT l?N, 1¢8E ABT 1911¢¢Z. 

5, STRIKE PREPARATIONS IN PROGRESS. 

GF~l 

'FOP SECRE'F 



SECRET KIMBO 
DE 022 19/¢53'/JZ 

ZKZK 00 RN! NRL NOL HHA DE 

0 19¢525Z Z!H 

FM USN 27J 

TO QUEBEC ONE/ALFA 

ZMDOZKC/AFSSO CONAD 

';:::I ==r~~~ ~~~ 
I ~AFSSO TAC .....__..,..__, 

COMNAVFHIL 

....._ _ ___.~t. CVA DETS WESTPAC 

ZEM 

S i C R E 'F KDB30 

2/Ql/VHN/R3-64 ST22¢ SIGINT READINESS BRAVO, OUTBOARD, REPORT 

NUMBER 2 

lo HEADQUARTERS ((ADVISORY)) FROM PORT GIANH TO DETACHMENT 2 

AND TWO U/I VESSELS T-253 AND T-259 RELATED THAT AT ¢¢52G THE 

AMERICAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE MET AND MADE PUBLIC THAT AMERICAN 

SHIPS WERE ATTACKED ON NIGHT OF 18 SEP!'. ALL STATIONS ARE TO 

QUOTE EXECUTE CORRECTLY ALERf GRADE ONE UNQUOTE. GARBLED 

PORTION OF TEXT STATED QUOTE ((2GR U)) HAVE ORDERED AN ALERT 

OF ((2 GR U)) IN THE PHILIPPINES. HONOLULU IYWF PREPARING. 
,. ~ 

UNqOotE. 

2. COMMENT~ FROM APPEARANCE THEN THE STATEMENT OF ALERT IN THE 

PHILIPPINES POSSIBLY WAS USED TO REFER TO THE STATUS OF 

UCVS. MILITARY PERSONNEL STATIONED THERE. 

SECRET KIMBO 
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ZKZK ZZ RNI DE 

Z 190542Z ZIH 

FM DIRNSA 

SECRET KIMBO 

TO OSCAR/VIPTOR XRAY 

ALL CVA NSG DETS WESTPAC 

USN-467P 

ZEM 

5 E e R E '±' KY@O 2/0/VHN/Rl5-64 

DRV NAVY APPEARS TO BE TAKING DEFENSIVE ACTIONS. 

A PRELIMINTARY FI.ELD STATION REPORT INDICATES THAT THE 

COMMUNICATIONS OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE NAVAL FORCES PASSED 

SUBSEQUENT TO THE 18 SEPl'EMBER ENGAGEMENT IN THE GULF OF 

TONKIN REVEALS NO PREPARATIONS FOR INITIATION OF AN ATTACK 

ON THE U.S. DESTROYERS MORTON AND EDWARDS. 

AS OF 19¢145Z SIGINT GLEANED FROM A SPARSE AMOUNT OF 

INTERCEPT SUGGESTS THAT DEFENSIVE PREPARATIONS ONLY ARE 

BEING MADE. 

SECRET KIMBO 
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DEi 1522 l9/~~¢8Z SEP 

0 19¢8¢3Z Z!H 

FM DIRNSA 

TO OSCAR/VICTOR KILO 

ZEM 

3 E 0 R Fi 'i' KilffiO 

VIETNAMESE (NORTH) _I ___ lwsi359-64 2/0/VHN/Tl9-64 ST 22¢ 

DIST: HCF 

DRV NAVAL RULES OF ENGAGEMENT 

FR ((U/I)): DUONG ((A)) (ZWONGR) 19 SEP 1964 151G 

TO ((U/I)): - - - -- NR 29 

CAMOUFLAGE TO TAKE COVER FROM SHIPS OF THE OPPOSITION. IF THE 

ENEMY FIRES UPON YOUR SHIP, ONLY TIIEN MAY YOU RETURN FIRE. 

COMMUNICAT$ WITH K ((B)) TO RECEIVE ORDERS. r/J5r/J</JG - ALERT 

CONDITION ONE. 

((A)) UNIDENTIFIED PERSONALITY PREVIOUSLY NOTED ISSUING ORDERS 

FROM BEN TIIUY. 

(( B)) UNIDENTIFIED COMMAND AUTHORITY (OPERATIONS) HAIPHONG 

(B VAL) 

MS 27, 19 SEP 1964 r/J</J5¢Z 

SECRET KIMBO 
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TOP SECRET DINAR 

ZKZK 00 RNI DE 

0 191¢¢5Z ZYH 

FM DIRNSA 

TO USM-626 

HQ NSAPAC 

NSAPAC REP VIETNAM j);-1' 

NSAPAC REP JAPAN 

NSAPAC REP ffiIL 

USN-27 

USN-27J 

.>NSA25X3 
P.L. 86-36 

TOP SECRET DINAR 
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TOP SECRET DINAR 
USAF SS 

CGUSASA 

I I 
I I 
D 

SUSLO (M) 

USA-32 

USM-626J 

USM-9 

ASSTDIRNAVSECGRU 

CUSASAPAC 

PACSECRGN 

DIRNAVSECGRU 

DIRNAVSECGRUPAC 

ZEM 

T o P S E C R E I DINAR B205/326-~4 

SUBJECT~ RF,ADINESS OUTBOARDEXTENDED 

<NSA25X3 
NSA25X6 
P.L. 86-36 

A. IN VIEW o~ lwc'l'IONS/REFLECTIONS/TO/RECENT DESOTO INCI

DENT IN GULF OF TONKIN iC'.I'ION (BRA VO) READINESS OUTB~ IS EXTEND

ED TO INCLUDE ACTION ADDEES THIS MESSAGE. ./ALL FIELD STATIONS REPORT 

DRi !REFLECTIONS/REACTIONS TO/DESOTO PATROL AS OBSERVED !AW 

TECHINS 4¢14 AND 4¢19 AT PRECEDENCE APPROPRIATE TO SIGNIFICANCE. 

USN~467P {ROUTINE DESIGNATOR,_I _ ___.~, CINCPAC:> CINCPACFLT > 

COMSEVENTHFLT, COMNAVHIIL,/COMNAVFORJAPANj NSAPAC REP VIETNAM%, 

USN-27 ' .... I _____ __.IAND ALL CVA DETS WESTPAC TO BE INCLUDED AS 

RECIPIENTS OF ALL REPORTS. WRITE IN TO ESTABLISHED DISTRIBUTION 

AS REQUIRED. SIX HOUR REPORTING NOT 'RPI' NOT REQUIRED. URGENT NEED 

TOP SECRET DINAR 



TOP SECRET DINAR 
FOR ALL TECH DATA ON WHICH REPORT IS BASED ASAP TO DIRNSA, I ....... ~ _ _____, 

AmLJ FLAG ALL REPORTS SIGINT READINESS BRA VO OUTBOARD. 

TOP SECRET DINP.1R 

NSA25X3 
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ZKZK 00 RNI DE 

0 1911212 Z!H 

FM DIRNSA 

TO OSCAR/VICTOR XRAY 

ALL CVA NSG DETS WESTPAC 

USN ... 4~7P 

SSO FT RICHIE 

ADD EUR 

ZEM 

S E C tt E 'f' KIMBO ...__ ____ ____.1st l 75j 225 

EXTENSION OF SIGINT READINESS BRAVO "OUTBOARD"~ 

IN VIFM OF .... 1 _____ ____.I ACTIVITIES BEING REFLECTED 

IN SIGINT:t THE SIGINT READINESS BRAVO "OUTBOARD" DECLARE[) BY 

DIRNSA AT 1813482 SEP!' IS EXTENDED TO INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING 

STATIONS~ j J 

...___[ ----------'/ 
THE CURRENT MOVEMENT OF FIGHTER AIRCRAFT fROMf 

,------=====uNCODED 

I I TOWARDS THE SOUTH, COUPLED WITH FIFTEEN M!NUTE 

WEATHER REPORTING BEING OBSERVED ONI f F!GHTER 

/NSA25X3 
P.L. 86-36 

OPERATIONS COMMUNICATIONSJ SUGGESTS THE POSSIBILITY THAT THESE 

FIGHTERS ARE BEING TRANSFERRED! t. ALTHOUGH 

SECRET KIMBO 
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SECRET KIMBO 
A RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THIS ACTIVITY AS WITH 

ACTIVITY PREVIOUSLY REPORTEDj AND THE EVENTS IN 

THE GULF OF TONKIN IS NOT YET EVIDENT IN SIGINT THE COINCIDENCE 

IN TIMING DOES NOT ALLOW THIS POSSIBILITY TO BE OVERLOOKED. 

ADDITIONAL REPORTING ON THESE:i AND ALL OTHER DEVELOPMENTSj 

WILL BE ACCOMPLISHED AS THE EVENTS ARE OBSERVED. 

SECRET KIMBO 
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ZKZK 00 RNI DE 

0 191131Z ZYH 

FM DIRNSA 

TO OSCAR/VICTOR XRAY 

ALL NSG DETS WESTPAC 

USN-467P 

ZEM 

S li: C ~ Ii: T KlM~G SECTION ONE OF THREE 2/0/VHN/Rl6~4 ST 22¢ 

RECAP OF SIGINT OBSERVATIONS RELATING TO 2/4 AUGUST AND 18 

SEPTEMBER GULF OF TONKIN NAVAL ENGAGENENTS 

THIS REPORT l?EVIEWS DRV NAVAL CORRESPONDENCE SINCE SHORTLY 

BEFORE THE USS MORTON AND USS EDWARDS COMMENCED THEIR DESOTO 

PATROL AND THROUGH 18113</JEDT. FOR PURPOSES OF COMPARISON AND/ 

SECRET KIMBO 

.L. 
86-36 
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SECRET KIMBO 
OR CONTRAST, A BRIEF RESUME OF DRV NAVAL COMMUNICATIONS WHICH 

PRECEDED THE 2 AND 4 AUGUST ATTACK ON THE USS MADDOX IS INCLUDED 

(SEE PART II). ADDITIONALLY, THE DISPOSITION OF DRV NAVAL 

VESSELS ON l7 SEP, AS CAN BE DE'l'ERMIND IN SIGINT, IS COVERED 

(SEE PART III). 

PART ONE: DRV NAVAL COMMUNICATIONS, 16-18 SEP 

DRV NAVAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM 161244Z THROUGH 181844Z 

INDICATED NO EVIDENCE OF DRV PREPARATIONS TO LAUNCH AN ATTACK 

\ AGAINST THE TWO U.S. DESTROYERS ON PATROL IN THE GULF OF TONKIN. 
l 

THE PATROL BY MORTON AND EDWARDS COMMENCED AT 162336Z. AT 

170¢54Z VAN HOA (PORT WALLOT) ALERTED ALL STATIONS TO "SEVENTH 

FLEET" ACTIVITY AND INSTRUCT!D THEM TO TAKE PRECAUTIONS AGAINST 

ENmrr ATTACKS. AT 17¢418Z TWO ENEMY DESTROYERS WERE REPORTED 

UNDER SURVEILLANCE AND FROM AT LEAST THIS TIME ONWARD DRV 

AUTHORITIES APPARENTLY KEPI' CLOSE TRACK OF THE PATROL. OVER THE 

NEXT F»l HOURS NAVAL ELEMENTS AND PATROL BOATS WERE ALERTFD TO 

THE PRESENCE AND MOVEMENTS OF THE PATROL AND TOLD TO TAKE PRE-

CAUTIONARY MEASURES. REFERENCES TO "BATTLE PREPARATION11 OR 

"BATTLE ORDERS" AND "CLASS ONE ((ALERT)) 0 WERE NOTED, BOT IT IS 

PROBABLE THAT THESE REFERENCES REFLECT SIMPLY "BATTLE STATION" 

PROCEDURES. 

TRACKING CONTINUED THROUGH THE NIGHT AND ON THE MORNING OF 

18 SEPI'EMBER AN UNIDENTIFIED VESSEL REPORTED VISUAL SIGHTING OF 

DD 946 ((SIC~ USS MORTON IS DD 948 AND DD 95¢ USS EDWARDS)). 

AT 181¢38Z "ALL STATIONS" WERE TOLD THAT THE ENEMY WAS "ADVANCING 

TO PROVOKE11 THE DRV AND ORDERED ACTIONS TO STRENGTHEN ALL AREAS AND 

"AVOID AGAINSI' PROVOKING THEM.'' THE STATIONS WERE ALSO WARNED 

SECRET ::~IMBO 
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AGAINST "RAIDER" ATTACKS AGAINST THE DRV COASTLINE TAKING AD

VANTAGE OF THE PRESENCE OF THE US SHIPS. 

AT 181233Z THE US SHIPS REPORTED OPENING FIRE ON THREE 

ENEMY TARGETS WHICH HAD BEEN CLOSING IN ON THEM. (WHILE NO 

COMINT EVIDENCE OF THE PRESENCE OF THESE THREE BOATS IS AS YET 

AVAILABLE, IT IS PROBABLE THAT COMMUNICATION AMONG THESE BOATS 

WOULD HAVE BEEN :.CONDUCTED BY RADIO-TELEPHONE. 

THE FIRST DRV REACTION TO THIS INCIDENT AVAILABLE AT THIS 

WRITING WAS TRANSMITTED "TO ALL STATIONS" AT 181719Z. IT STATES 

THAT "AT 193¢G (123</JZ) 2 US DESTROYERS ((WERE LOCATED)) 4</J NM EAST 

OF HON MATT. IN THE GIANH RIVER WE HEARD GUN FIRE. " THIS MESSAGE 

SPECULATES POSSIBLE ENJ!l.fi ACTIONS, SUCH AS ATTACKS ON 110UR 

MILITARY, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC TARGETS, MAINLY NAVAL AND AIR 

DEFENSE," AND ORDERS PREPAREDNESS, ALERTNESS AND MAINTENANCE OF 

CLOSE COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTING. 

THE FOLLOWING IS A SELECTED CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS AS 

REFLECTED IN DRV NAVAL CORRESPONDENCE AVAILABLE THROUGH 181844Z. 

161244Z VAN HOA (fi<>RT WALLUT) TO SUB-UNITS 1, 2, 3 AND BOATS 

122, 124, 13¢, 132, 134, 144 AND 146 ORDERING EACH 

TO SEND ONE MANY WHO HAD PERFORMED OUTSTANDINGLY IN 

COMBAT TO RECEIVE "A FLAG11 ON 18 SEP. 

162236Z DESOTO COMMENCES PATROL 

17¢¢54Z VAN HOA (PORT WALLUT), DRV NAVY BASE, ALLERTS ALL 

STATIONS :A.ND SHIPS TO FACE "SEVENTH FLEET IS ACTIVE" 

AND COULD ENTER GULF AND PROVOKE THE DRV. ALL ELDIENTS 

TO GUARD AGAINST POSSIBLE ENFM' ATTACK FROM AIR OR SEA 

AND OTHER POSSIBLE PROVOCATIONS. 

SECRET KIMBO 
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l 7¢204Z MESSAGE FROM BOAT TO GIANH RIVER REGION. ROUTINE 

"TODAY WE'RE TO STUDY ON BOARD SHIP. 11 

17¢2JlZ Tl2¢ ORDERED TO RETURN TO PORT AT 1818~ TO 

TAKE ON WATER. 

17¢418Z MESSAGE REPORTEIJ TWO ENEMY DESTROYERS UNDER 

OBSERVATION. SHADOWED ((TRACKED)) BY 52¢ UNTIL 

17155¢Z. 

17r/J42r/JZ Tl46 .ALER.Tmj TOLD.TO CAMOUFLAGE, PREPARE FOR 

SECTION TWO OF THREE 2/0/VHN/Tl6-64 

POSSIBLE ATTACK, AWAIT FURTHER ORDERS. 

17¢43¢Z TO SUB-UNIT 7. ROUTINE MESSAGE. HAVE THREE 

NAMJ!ID INDIVIDUALS PRESENT ON NIGHT OF 18 SEP. 

ARE TO REPORT ON 19 SEP FOR A "RECAPITULATION." 

17¢526Z MESSAGES TO ALL STATIONS AND BOATS STATED THAT 

VINH SON RADAR CONTACT HAD BEEN MADE WITH THE 

TWO ( (DESTROYERS)) • 

17¢6</J4Z COMINT REFLECTS RADAR SURVEILLANCE OF DESOTO 

BY VINH SON (17-57 1¢6-J¢E) RADAR STATION. 

17¢64'/JZ SUB-UNITS 6 AND 7 ALERTED. INFORMED OF THE TWO 

ENEMY DESTROYERS AND GIVEN LOCATION AS OR 1152G 

((¢452Z)). TOLD THAT 11 ((1U)) NORTH HAS MANY SUPPORT

ING AIRCRAFI'" SPECULATES THAT ENEMY MAY COORDI-

NATE THIS OPERATION WITH ACTIVITIES IN LAOS, 

SHELLING OF THE COAST, OR SUPPORT OF ((SOUTH 

VIETNAMESE)) RAIDERS/BOATS TOLD TO BE ALERT, 

MAINTAIN COMMUNICATIONS. 

SECRET KIMBO 
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17r/J714Z BEN THUY NOTIFIED T259, T253 AND SUB-UNIT 2 THAT AT 

171¢</J'/JG (17¢3¢¢Z) THERE WERE TWO DESTROYERS AT BEAR

ING OF 99 DEGREES, RANGE 28 NM, COURSE 39¢ DEGREES, 

SPEED 18 KNOTS. ALL SHIPS PLACElt\ON A CLASS ONE 

ALERT, TOLD TO COMMENCE PATROLS, GUARD AGAINST 

POSSIBLE ATTACK. 

17¢722Z MESSAGE TO T259, T253 AND SUB-UNIT 2 GIVING LOCATION 

DATA ON TWO DESTROYERS. ADDS THAT THERE IS ONE Affi

CRAFT CARRIER 9¢ MILES OFF DONG HO!. 

17¢83'/JZ SUB-UNIT SIX RECEIVED MESSAGE ASKING IF IT HAB 

RECEIVED COMBAT ORDERS ((OR "ORDERS TO FIGHT 11 )). 

17</>92¢Z "TO ALL srATIONS,n ADDRESSED TO Tl2¢, 134, 142, 

17094¢ 

171¢¢4 227 GIVING LOCATIONS, ETC. ON THE 'r.ARGETS 

171¢29 

171¢38 ACCORDING TO VINH SON RADAR. 

171126 

17¢939 SIGNAL INSTRUCTIONS TO Tl34, 12¢, 142 CONCERNING 

17111}39 

171¢44 SUB-UNITS 1, 2 AND J. 

17¢945Z HON MA.TT (18-48 1¢5-58) TRACKED DESOTO CONTINUOUSLY 

UNTIL 1135Z. 

17¢955Z SUB-UNIT 7 ORDERED TO sroP AT XUAN ZUONG (18-44 

1¢5-44) FOR THE NIGHT 

171¢46Z T227 INFORMED THAT CARGO SHIP DOAN KET WOULD TEST HER 

2¢MM GUN(S) "THIS MORNING11 • 

SECRET KIMBO 
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l 71213Z SUB-ELEMENT 2 RECEI~ QUERY: WHICH ENGINE ON 

T326 BROKE DOWN? 

172115Z VINH SON TRACKING LOCATED TARGET(S) AT 18 DEGREES 

33' 1¢6 DEGREES 46 1 , COURSE 249. 

172116Z- VINH SON CONTINUES TRACKING 

172227Z 

17233¢Z SINGLE TRACK OBSERVED (HON MATT?) 

172338Z LOCATION REPORT ON TWO EN])fY DESTROYERS. TARGET 

LOsr; SHADOWING (TRACKING) RESPONSIBILITY TURNED 

OVER TO 52¢. 

18¢247Z UNIDENTIFIED VESSEL REPORTS TO UNIDENTIFIED 

SHORE-BASED SHIPPING NET CONTROL THAT 11 CAN CLEARLY 

SEE NUMBER 946 AND 950. PREPARING FOR BATTLE. 11 

((USS EDWARDS IS DD 95¢; MORTON IS DD 948. AT TIME 

OF INTERCEPI' OF THIS MESSAGE DESOTO PASSED TWO 

FISHING VESSELS AT 2tt/Jf/J YARDS DISTANCE. 

18¢255Z LOCATION OF THE TWO DESTROYERS REPORTED. 

18¢418Z DRV CARGO SHIP "THONG NHAT" INFORMED HAIPHONG OF HEADING 

OF ENEMY SIIP srATED UNITS PREPARED FOR COMBAT. (CONTAINED 

IN I I MESSAGE UOFUUROUTINEU REPORTING 
FORMAT CONCERNING CARGO OF THONG NHAT) 

181¢38Z ALERT TO ALL STATIONS WARNING THEM OF ENEMY ADVANCING TO 

PRQVOKE THEM. STATIONS ORDERED TO STRENGTHEN THEIR A.REAS 3 

.; 

DISTINGtJ~SH BETWEEN US AND SOUTH VIETNAMF.sE SHIPS AND 

AVOID PROVOKING THD1. ALSO WARNED AGAINST SOUTH VIETNAMESE 

SHIPS TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE PRESENCE OF US SHIPS TO 

ATTACK THE ((DRV)) SHORE. 

SECRET KIMBO 
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1Sl233Z MORTON OPENS FIRE 

1Sl4¢2Z TO SUB-UNIT 7 AND ALL STATIONS. ROUTINE PRE-FLIGHT 

MERCH1*' SUPPING MOVEMENTS INFORMATION. 

1Sl719Z 4-PART MESSAGE TO ALL STATIONS ADDRESSED TO 12¢, 

1Sl844Z (lU) 134,2270 "AT 1930G (123¢Z) 2 USS DESTROYERS 4¢ 

NM EAST OF HON MATT. IN THE GIANH RIVER WE HEARD 

GUNFIRE. SPECULATES AT POSSIBLE ENnrr ACTIONS SUCH AS 

ATTACKS ON "OUR MILITARY, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC TARGETS, 

MAINLY NAVAL AND Am DEFENSE." ORDERS·PREPAREDNESS, 

STRESSES NEED TO MAINTAIN COMMUNICATIONS, KEEP UP WITH 

EVENTS AND REPORT THEM. 

FINAL SF.CTION OF THREE 2/0/VHN/Tlt,.64 ST 22¢ 

PART TWO: DRV NAVAL COMMUNICATIONS PRECEDING DRV ATTACKS OF 2 AND 

4 AUGUST ON THE USS MADDOX 

THE FOLLOWING IS A RESUME OF DRV NAVAL ACTIVITIES OBSERVED IN 

SIGINT WHICH PRECEDED THE ATTACKS ON THE USS MADDOX ON ¢2 AND '/J4 

AUGUST. THIS REPORT IS DIVIDED INTO TWO PARTS, t AND B, TO 

COVER THE FIRST AND SECOND ATTACKS RESPF.CTIVELY. 

A. THE FIRsr ATTACK, 02 AUGUST 

1. BIDINNING AT 011¢18Z AUG, DRV NAVAL AND RADAR FACILITIES 

BEGAN REPORTING ON POSITION OF WHAT APPEARED TO BE THE DESOTO 

PATROL. (2/Gll/VHN/R'/Jl-64, ¢11635Z; AND 2/Q/VHN/R27-64, 

¢12152Z). 

2. AT ¢11627Z, A MESSAGE WAS SENT FROM BEN THUY NOTING THAT 

IT HAD BEEN "DECIDED" TO FIGHT THE ENEMY TONIGHT-WHEN YOU 

RECEIVE DIRECTING ORDER. "2/Q/VH.F/R26-64, ¢11924Z) 11 

SECRET KIMBO 
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3. AT ¢11652Z, THE OBSERVATION POST .A.T HON ME ISLAND AND 

A PGM BOAT WERE INFORMED OF THE DESOTO PATROL'S POSITION. 

{2/0/VHN/T27-64 ~12152Z) 

4. BETWEEN ¢12213Z AND ¢2f/Jl/J¢7Z, INTERCEPI'ED TRAFFIC Ill

DICATING CONTINUING DRV REPORTING ON THE POSITION OF 

THE DESOTO PATROL. {2/0/VHN/R28-64, ¢2¢414Z). 

5. AT ¢2¢612Z, AN UNIDENTIFIED SHORE STATION ORDERED THE 

T-146 TO "TURN BACK TO THE PATH OF THE ENEMY TO ATTACK." 

{2/Q/VHN/R29-64, ¢21232Z). 

6. AT APPROXIMATELY ¢20'716Z, USN-27 ISSUED A CRITIC 

MESSAGE, BASED ON A DRV c=J WHICH INDICATED THAT DRV 

CRAFT WERE ON CLOSE WITH THE "ENEMY" AND TO USE TORPEDOES. 

7. BETWEEN ¢2¢3~z AND ¢2¢732z, DRV NAVAL COMMUNICATIONS 

CONTINUED TO KEEP THE DESOTO UNDER CLOSE SURVEILLANCE. 

DURING THIS PERIOD, DRV NAVAL VESSELS WERE APPARENTLY 

GROUPING TO ATTACK. {2/Q/VHN/R29-64, </J21232Z). 

8. AT r/J2</J8¢7Z, THE MADDOX REPORTED SHE WAS UNDER ATTACK BY 

THREE DRV PT BOATS. 

FOLLOWING THE ACTION ON ¢2 AUGUST, COMINT REFLECTED 

THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ENGAGillG PRIMARILY IN 11MOP-UP 11 ACTIONS 9 PRIN= 

CIPALLY CONCERNED wrm LOCATING THEIR DAMAGED PT BOATS AND 

TOWING THEM BACK TO PORTS. MEANWHILE, THEY CONTINUED TO 

TRACK AND REPORT ON THE U.S. VESJlELS IN THE GULF OF TONKIN. 

B. THE SECOND ATTACK, ¢4 AUGUST 

1. r/J4</J927Z: INTERCEPTED DRV NAVAL MESSAGES INDICATED 

FURTHER MILITARY ACTIONS AGAINST THE U.S. MIGHT BE CARRIED 

OUT. ( USN-414T DTG </J4114¢Z AUG). 

SECRET KIMBO 
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2. AT ¢41140Z USM-626J REPORTED EVIDENCE OF "IMMINENT PLANS 

OF DRV NAVAL ACTION POSSIBLY AGAINST DESOTO Misst~." 

(2/Gll/VHN/Rll-64, ¢4ll40Z AUG). 

3 o AT ¢414¢¢Z, THE TICONDEROGA REPORTED THAT THE MADDOX 

OPENED FIRE AGAINST A Pl' BOAT. 

PART THREE: DISPOSITION OF DRV NAVAL FORCES AS EVIDENCED IN 

SIGINT ON 17 SP~ER 

A STUDY OF ALL AVAILABLE MESSAGES INDICATES THE 

FOU.OWING DISPOSITION OF DRV NAVAL FORCES ON THE DAY ( 17 

SEPI'EMBER 1964) PRECEDING THE 18 SEPTEMBER ENGAGE>IENT IN 

THE GULF OF TONKIN. 

SOUTHERN FLEET: 

AT 170955Z SUB-UNIT 7 WAS TO ANCHOR AT XUYAN DUONG (18-44/ 

l~5-44). SUB-UNIT 7 IS TENTATIVELY HELD BY NSA. AS CON

SISTING OF UNIDENTIFIED TYPE VESSELS T253, T255, T257o 

DURING 17 SEPI'J!MBER SUB~UNIT 6 WAS NOTED ON SOUTHERN 

FLEET COMMUNICATIONS AND HENCE PRESUMED TO BE IN SOUTHERN 

FLEET WATERS. SUB-UNIT 6 IS TENTATIVELY HELD TO CONSIST OF 

UNIDENTIFIED TYPE VESSELS T377 AND PROBABLY TWO OTHERS WHOSE 

VESSEL NUMBERS ARE UNKNOWN. 

ALTHOUGH THE VESSELS COMPRISING SUB-UNITS 6 AND 7 ARE 

UNIDENTIFIED AS TO TYPE IT IS THOUGHT 1$t THEY ARE -PROBAa Y 

SWATOWS. 

NORTHERN FLEET~ 

THE FOLLOWING UNITS/VESSELS WERE OBSERVED ACTIVE ON 

DRV NORTHERN FLEET COMMUNICATIONS ON 17 SEPI'EMBER AND HENCE 

THROUGHT TO BE IN NORTHERN FLEET WATERS~ 

SECRET KIMBO 



SECRET KIMBO 
SUB-UNIT 1, SUB-UNIT 2 AND SUB-UNIT .3, ALL OF WHICH ARE 

UNIDENTIFIED AS TO NUMBER OR TYPE OF VESSEL. 

VESSEL Tl2¢ - UNn>ENTIFIED AS TO TYPE 
•, 

VESSEL Tl.34 - PROBABLE SWATOW 

VESSEL Tl42 - PROBABLE SWATOW 

T227 - UNIDENTIFIED AS TO TYPE 
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ZKZK ZZ ZAD DE 

ZKZK ZZ ZSL ZLA AOH HII DE 

RUEPCR 

DE R~rc,R 223 19/1917Z 

z 1919162 

FM JCS 

INFO RUEPWW/WHITE HOUSE 

RUEHCR/STATE DEPI' 

RUEPIA/CIA 

RUEPCR/NSA 

1914122 

FM CTU 77.6.6 

TO RUHLHL/CINCPACFLT 

RUECW/CNO 

SECRE'f 

INFO RUATUL/BBKG/COMSEVENTHFLT 

RUMFUI/U4KT/CTF 77 

RUMFUN/H3WX/CTU 7706 

BT 

~ E e R :8 'f' 

DESOTO (U) 

(A) CINCPACFLT 19¢234Z 

L THIS IS SECTION ONE T'HREE y A STATEMENT MAIN BA'TTERY OFFICER~ 

USS MORTON (DD 948) SlJB,J~ SURFACE ENGAGEMEN'f ~ NIGHT OF 18 

SEPTEMBER 

AT CONDITION 3 WATCH. FIRST TARGET PICKED UP APPROXIMATELY 194'/J, 

LOCKED ON AND TRACKING 1945. RANGE 7"''/J'/Jr/J YARDS. TARGET CLOSING 

AT HIGH SPEEDS 115¢¢¢¢) DEES AT 20 KNOTS. 195¢ GENERAL QUARTERS SETo 

ONE ROUND FIRED ACROSS TARGETiS BOW. TARGET CONTINUED TO CLOSE 

SE€RE'f 
I 



SECRE'f 
PAGE TWO RUMFUAO 7¢1 S E C ft E ..!l:. 

AT HIGH SPF..ED. 1921 COMMENCED RAPID CONTINUOUS FIRE. FIRST FEW 

ROUNDS NOTED TO BE SHORT OF TARGET. RECEIVED PLUS 5¢¢ "Y;µillS SPOT 

FROM GUN CONTROL. SHOT THEN APPEARED TO BE DIRECTLY ON TARGET. 

AFTER SEVERAL ROUNDS APPEARED DIRECTLY ON TARGETj RANGED CEASED 

CLOSING AND TARGET DISAPPEARED FROM SCOPE. CEASED FIRING 2¢23. 

2. TRACK SEVERAL TARGETS AT APPROXIMATELY 13j¢r/X/J YARDS INTO 

ll:ir/J¢¢ YARDS. AT THIS TIME TARGETS APPEARED TO SPLITj ONE 

CLOSING 1 ONE STAYING AT APPROXIMATELY 111 ¢¢¢ YARDS. TRACK 

CLOSING TARGET INTO APPROXIMATELY 5~¢0¢ YARDS AT WHICH TIME 

TARGET OPENED IN RANGE:i WHILE SECOND TARGET CLOSED AT HIGH RATE 

OF SPEED. THIS SEEMED TO BE THEIR DESIGNED METHOD OF ATTACK. 

EXPERIENCED DIFFICULTY IN TRACKING CLOSING TARGETS BECAUSE OF 

SMALL RADAR RETURN AND JAMMING. JAMMING WAS IN THE FORM OF RADAR 

INTERFERENCE, TO WIT~ SINE WAVE EFFECTS ON B AND SWEEPS~ SPIKE 

EFFECTS AND .BLOT Otrr EFFECTS ON A AND R SWEEP. ALL INCOMING TARGETS 

WERE TRACKED AND EITHER LOCKED ON GAITED. THROUGHOUT ENGAGE21ENT 

ENCOUNTERED BLOT OUT EFFECTS ON ALL SWEEPS SIMILAR TO WEATHER OR 

JAMMING. UPON MANY OCCASIONS TR.AGETS SEEMED TO HEAD FOR THESE AREAS OF 

COVER. CHANGING FREQUENCIES AND PULSE REPEI'ITION RA'fE ELIMINATED MOS'I' 

OF THE ELECTRONIC EFFECTS (JAMMING). TARGETS WERE TAKEN UNDER FIRE 

PAGE THREE RUMFUA 7¢1 8 E 0 R Ei 'P 

DURING THIS TIE TWICE. AT TIMES 21/J26 COMMENCED FIRING . ., 2¢27 

CEASED FIRING~ TIE 21/J32 COMMENCED FIRING~ 2935 CEASED FIRING. 

3o RECEIVED DESIGNATION OF TARGEr AT 8j¢</J¢ YARDS CLOSING AT HIGH 

SPEEDS, 22 KNOTS. 2¢39 TAKEN UNDER FIRE.~ SHOT APPEARED TO BE DIRECTLY 

SE€RET 



SE€RET 
ON TARGET IN RADAR SCOPE. TARGET OBSCURED BY SPLASHES AND 

DISAPPEARED FROM SCOPE. CEASED FlRING 2¢43 AT RANGE 41 </Jr/J</J YARDS. 

4. RECEIVED DESIGNATION OF TARGET CLOSING HIGH SPEED. 2114 FIRED 

ROUND ACROSS ITS BOW. TARGET OBSERVED TO TURN AWAY AND OPEN RANGE. 

5. RECEIVED DESIGNATION OF TARGET AT 15 ://J</Jf/J YARDS. LOCKED ON AND 

OBSERVED TWO ~TARGETS. TARGET SPLIT, ONE MAINTAINING ITS RANGE» 

THE OTHER CLOSING. LOCKID ON CLOSING TARGET AT ll,0¢¢ YARDS. 2126 

FIRED WARNING SHOT ACROSS THE BOW. TARGET CONTINUED TO CLOSE IF 

RANGE. TIME 2131 COMMENCED FIRING AT RANGE 9,0</Jr/J YARDS. TARGET 

COMPLEI'ELY OBSCURID BY SHOT. EsrIMATED 2¢ ROUNDS. NO TARGET VISIBLE 

ON SCOPE WHEN SHOT SPLASH CLEARED AWAY. CEASED FIRING 2132. 

6. SEVERAL MORE TARGETS TRACKED BUT NOT TAKEN UNDER FIRE WHEN RAGE 

OPENING. 

7. NOTES: 

1. HEAVY ELECTRONIC JAMMING OR INTERFERENCE NOTED DURING FIRST 

PART OF ENGAGEMENT. 

2. TARGETS THROUGHOUT APPEARED EXTREMELY SMALL, VERY DIFFICULT TO 

LOCK ON AND TRACK. 

3. ONE TARGET TRACKED AT PLUS 3¢ KNOTS j THE REST TRACKING 

APPROXIMATELY 2¢ TO 23. 

SE€RET 



SECRET KIMBO 
O 191?222 ITH 

FM USN ??J 

TO QUEBEC ONE/ALFA 

VAFSSOm CONAP 
=====: 
....._ ___ VAFSSOmSAC 

___ tAFSSOUUTA.C 

PLUS I I USN 467P 

COMNAVPHIL 

YXDLXH/ ALL CVA DE'TS WESTPAC 

ZEM 

S E C R E T KIMBO 

2/Ql/VHN/R26-64 ST 22¢ SIGINT READINESS BRAVO~ OUTBOARD 9 REPORT 

NUMBER 5 

HAVE INDICATION THAT ELEMENT DRV NAVAL FORCE SOU'fHERN 

fLEET AREA TO CHANGE FROM ALERT GRADE ONE TO GRADE THREE AT 

SECRET KIMBO 

P.L. 86-36 

I 



I 

SECRET KIMBO 
CRITIC CRITIC CRITIC CRITIC CRITIC CRITIC C:RrTIG CRITIC CRITIC CRITIC CRITIC 

zczc 

D 
ZKZK 

FM USN 27 

TO DIRNSA 

s B e R El 'f KJ:MBO QtJEB:Ee/GOLD 

CRITIC-2-64 

INTERCEPI' RECEIVED 191513Z INDICATES DESOTO WILL BE ATTACKED 

BY VHN ENTITIES TONIGHT. SPECIFIC TIME UNDETERMINED 

CFT. 1199//115527Z SEP!' DTG 191528Z 

SECRET KIMBO 

NSA25X3 



SECRET KIMBO 

ZZ YEKAAH 

DE YMZDAH 93B 19/1547Z SEP 

ZKZK ZZ ZZZ DE 

Z 191548Z ZIH 

™ USN 27 

TO DIRNSA 

ZEM 

s Ei e R El 'f KI.Meo 

SPECIAL TECHNICAL SUPPLEMENT TO CRITIC MESSAGE 2-64 

GWIR 253, 259, PHAAN DOOI J (( lGRU)) • ( ( lGRU)) BA.OS DOONG 

TINHF HUONGS. NGAY S BAOS CAOS TANS PHONG KHOONG. 

DEEM DANHS BIETTJ KICHS. TRACKS 

VHNB 5¢5¢/97INJ DE JI2U/3684M/1513 DOA~ 

1915132/USN-27~ 

NR 47 CK 35 19¢9 212¢ BT 

TO 253, 259 j SUB UNIT ((lGRU)). ((lGRU)) ALERT CONDITION SIT

UATIONJ.. IMMEDIATELY ( (2GRG)) AIR DEFENSE NIGHT STRIKE 

RAIDERS9 TRACK. 

SECRET KIMBO 



(confident1al HYCCO until filled) 

(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61 
NSA FORM NZZ88 REV AUG 63 I 
to be used unt JI exhausted) SECRET KIMBO 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

ACTION PAl!Cl!Dl!NCE 

!SPECIAL HANDLING INFO PAECEDEHCE 
I NONE IMMEDIATE 
I 

trROMa DIRNSA 

T01 DIA/CIIC ATTN~ COL GASPARD 
JCS J3 (JRC CDR FITZWATER) 

3 ~ " !t e: t KIMBO 

B'.-:¢5/327 

DESOTO SURVEILLANCE 

REF~ B2¢5/323/64 

NONE 

DATEz 19 SEPTE:r-ffiER. 1964 

L 'r'HIS MESSAGE UPDATES INFO CONTAINED REFERENCE MESSAGE. AT 

1812332 THE USS MORTON REPORTED OPENING FIRE ON THREE (LATER 

CORRECTED TO FIVE) ENEMY TARGETS WHICH WERE CLOSING IN ON HER. 

1817192 - A MESSAGE TO ALL SfATIONS STATED QUOTE AT 193¢G (123¢Z) 

2 US DESTROYERS ((WERE LOCATED)) 4</J NM EAST OF HON MAT. IN THE GIANH 

RIVER WE HEARD GUN FIRE UNQUOTE. THE MSG CONSIDERS POSSIBLE ENEMY 

~ACTIONS SUCH AS ATTACKS ON MILITARY, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC TARGETS, 

MAINLY NAVAL AND AIR DEFENSE. CALLS FOR ALERTNESS, PREPAREDNESS, 

AND CLOSE COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTING. 

19¢12</JZ - HAIPHONG INFORMED A CARGO VESSEL, DOAN KET, THAT QUOTE 

THE ENEMY WAS AT PRESENT STRONGLY ACTIVE, TO PREPARE FOR BATTLE 

AND NOT TO AWAIT ORDERS UNQUOTE. COMMENT~ USN-27 (THE INTERCEPT 

SITE) STATED FELT THIS WAS A DEFENSIVE REACTION. 

illEl"EAI TO MIESIAGIE 

l "GO 

AGI 

DTG 

SUSPl!NSE 

5174s 

···························· ... 

DELMAR C. LANG, LT COL 9 USAF 
CH B2~5, 5174s 

P.L. 86-36 

SECRET KIMBO 

...... I .. l!SUTION 

DRF 
ADP 
B 
B2 
B21 
B22 
B23 
B26 
P¢5 
NSASCC 

REL.llAIED AT 16V .. VJ 

19154</J 
PAGIE PAGIES 

1 01" .3 
AGll Nill. 

AGIO Nill. 

r/J9r/Jl6/19 
0 "' 

1916¢(/JZ 

I 



NSA FORM NZZ88 REY AUG 63 
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61 
to be used unt J 1 exhausted) 

ACTION PRl!:Cl!:DENCE 

SECRET KIMBO 
Sl!:CURITY CLASSIFICATION 

INFO PRECEDENCE SPECIAL HANOLING 

e fROMi DATEt 

I 

T01 

19</J:3¢9Z - A BADLY GARBLED MSG FM AN UNID MOBILE UNIT IN NORTHERN 

FLEE..'r INFORMED HAIPHONG THAT THEY WERE PREPARING IMMEDIATELY. MSG 

MENTIONS INDIVIDUALS WH0 7 FROM INFO DERIVED FROM MSGS NOTED IN LATE 

AUG1JS'r J MAY REFER TO DRV NAVAL VESSEL COMMANDERS AC'TIVE IN THE 

NOR'rH ERN FLEET AREA. 

THE ABOVE MSGS ARE THE ONLY REFLECTIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN RECEIVED 

HERE RELATIVE TO THE GULF OF TONKIN, INCIDENT. TO DATE} NONE OF 

THEM APPEAR TO BE OFFENSIVE IN NATURE. IN ADDITION~/THERE HAVE 

BEEN cERTAIN REFLEcTroNs oF AcrivITY rN I lcoMM FAcr1ITrEs 

llll!:FERS TO MESIAC:I!: 

AGO 

AGI 

OTG 

SUSPENSE 

... L.AllNG Ol"l"ICl!R 

SECRET KI~4BO 

COPY NR. • 

5X3 

I'll!: LIEASIED AT 

z 
PAGEi 

2 01" '3 
It.GI Nit. 

AGO N ... 



(confidential HVCCO until filled) 
NSA FORM NZ288 REV AUG 63 
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61 
to be used unt/1 eKhausled) 

ACTION PRl!Cl!Dl!NCE 

e l'ROMi 

T01 

SECRET KIMBO 
Sl[CUl'llTY CLASSIFICATION 

INFO PRECl!DEHCE SPECIAL HANDLING 

DATE1 

2& ADDITIONAL RELEVANT MESSAGES ARE INCLUDED IN 2/0/VHN/Rl6-64, 

1911382 QUOTE RECAP OF SIGINT OBSERVATIONS RELATING TO 2/4 AND 18 

stPTEMBER GULF OF TONKIN NAVAL ENGAGEMENTS UNQUOTE. 

M/R: Message updates info sent to JCS and DIA on 18 September in 
response to PROD Requirement NR 562-64. 

O .. A l"TE!ll 

llll!:FE!lll T MEl8AGE 

• ,00 

• AOI 

DTG 

SUSPl!NSE 

... LIEA81NG Ol"l"IClllll 

SECRET KirvtBO 

COPY NA. 

l!IUTION 

5X3 

!Ill: LllA81[D AT 

PAGIE PAGES 

3 01" 3 
AGI N!ll. 

AGO N!ll, 



SECRET KIMBO 
DE YEKAAH 53¢ 19/16122 SEP 

ZKZK 00 AZS DE 

O 1916{/}SZ ZIH 

FM DIRNSA 

TO OSCAR/VICTOR XRAY 

ALL CVA NSG DETS WESTPAC 

~ 

S E e R B ! KIHBO 2/0/CCN/R14-64 ST 16¢ 

FOLLOW-UP NR ONE TO DIRNSA 2/0olJ-64 SPOT REPORT, DTG 19¢3{/}6Z 

THE TRANSMISSION OF THREE MESSAGES DURING A TWO-HOUR PERIOD 

VIS-A-VIS AN OCCASIONAL MAXIMUM OF TWO FOR AN ENTIRE DAY CONTINUES TO 

BE INEXPLICABLE. HOWEVER, THIS ACTIVITY IS NOT CONSIDERED SIGNIFICANT 

SINCE ALL AVAILABLE DATA DOES NOT REVEAL A RESUMPI'ION OF TJ:US ACTIVITY 

THROUGHOUT THE REW.INDER OF THE DAY, AND THE ROUTINE TRANSMISSION OF 

PRACTICE MESSAGES CONTINUES. 

FINALLY, IT IS PRESUMED THAT COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN 

ESTABLISHED 

SINCE NO FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS WERE OBSERVED BEING TRANSMITTED 

BE'I'WE~ ,.i FURTHERj THERE HAS BEEN NO MANIFESTA-

TION OF UNUSUAL SHIP ACTIVITY IN TH~ tAREA. SHIPS ARE 

BELIEVED TO BE ENGAGED IN ROUTINE PATROL AND COASTAL SURVEY OPERATIONS 

AND ARE SUFFICIENTLY DISPERSED WITH NO OSTENSIBLE CONCENTRATIONS OR 

EVIDENCE OF IMMINENT BUILDUPS. 

SECRET KIMBO 

~SA25X3 I 



SECRET KIMBO 
CONSEQUENTLY, DATA CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FROM COMINT REVEALS NO 

APPARENT ASSOCIATIONS OF THE FOREGOING ACTIVITY WITH THE 18 

SEPI'J003ER INCIDENT INVOLVING TIIE USS MORTON AND USS EDWARDS. 

ACCORDINGLY, THIS WILL BE A FINAL REPORT OF THIS ACTIVITY UNLESS 

FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS ARE OBSERVED WHICH HAVE ANY POTENTIAL SIG

NIFICANCE. 

SECRET KIMBO 



SECRET KIMBO 

KZK ZZ RNI DE 

Z 1917r/J4Z 2YH 

FM DIRNSA 

TO OSCAR/VICTOR XRAY 

ALL CVA NSG DETS WESTPAC 

S E C R E T Kitiffle 2/0/VHN/R17-64 

NSA FOLLOW-UP TO USN-27 CRITIC NR 2-64~ 

A TRANSLATION ACCOMPLISHED AT NSA OF THE MESSAGE ON WHICH 

THE USN-27 CRITIC REPORT WAS BASED INDICATES THAT THE MESSAGE 

READS AS FOLLOWS~ QUOTE FROM~ (POSSIBLY) BEN THUY TO T253 AND 

T~'59 AND SUB UNIT (ONE GROUP UNRECOVERED). (ONE GROUP UNRECOVERED) 

ALERT CONDITION SITUATION ONE" BY DAY (POSSIBLY DISPERSE FOR) 

AIR DEFENSE. BY NIGHT STRIKE THE RAIDERS. (SIGHED) TRACH UNQUOTE. 

COMMENT~ BEN THUY IS THE LOCATION OF THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE 

SOUTHERN FLEE'I'o THE VESSELS T253 AND T259 ARE TENTATIVELY THOUGHT 

TO BE MOTOR TORPEDO BOATSC, THE SIZE OF THE SUB-UNIT, IN TERMS OF 

NUMBER OF VESSELS, IS UNKNOWN" IN LIGHT OF CONCERN PREVIOUSLY 

EXPRESSED BY NORTH VIETNAMESE NAVAL AUTHORITIES OVER GUARDING 

AGAINST THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE RAIDERS THE POSSIBILITY EXISTS THAT 

THEIR CONCERN AS EXPRESSED IN THIS MESSAGE IS AS APT TO BE FOR 

SOUTH VIETNAMESE VESSELS AS IT IS FOR THE UoSo DESTROYERS. 

SECRET KIMBO 

.L. 86-36 

I 



1918212 

FM JCS 

TO RUHPA/CINCPAC 

INFO ZEN/CSA 

ZEN/CNO 

ZEN/CUSAF 

RUECEM/XMX 

RUHPB/CINCPACFLT 

RUMSMA/COMUSMACV 

RUATUL/COMSEVENTHFLT 

RUEPCR/NSA 

RUMFUI/CTF 77 

RUMGUN/CTG 77.6 

RUMFCR/CTU 77.6.6 

RUMGCR/USS MORTON 

TOfl SECRET 

RUMGCR/USS RICHARD & EDWARDS 

RUEHCR/AMEMB SAIGON 

RUEPIA/CIA 

RUEPWW/WHITE HOUSE 

RUEHCR/STATE DEPT 

ZEN/SECDEF 

T C fl 3 E e H El 'f JCS 8869~64 JCS SENDS" 

SUBJECT~ DESOTO PATROL (U) 

REFERENCE~ A. JCS 8838 DTG 1823582 

1" DEFER DESOTO PATROL UNTIL FURTHER INSTRUCTED. ~ 

TOP SECRET 

I 



\unclassified until filled) 
NSA FOR•~ N2286 REV AUG 63 
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61 
to be used untl1 exhausted) TOP SECRET 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

ACTION PRECEDENCE INFO PRECEDENCE SPECIAL HANDLING 

D-1MEDIATE PRIORITY 

&RoMi DIRNSA 

TO: 

00 
INFO~ USAF SS 

CGUSASA 

11

suSLO j 
HQ NSAPAC 
ASSTDIRNAVSECGRU 

'i' e P 3 E C R E 'f COMIN'f 0HA-NU£LS 

B205/329 

SIGINT READINESS BRAVO OUTBOARD 

COMIH! eIIAiHf.ELS 

DATE1 19 SEPrEMBER 1964 

l~:::~J I 
USA-32 
USM-626J 
USM;;.9 

I I 
NSAPAC REP VIETNA,M ~ 

I 'JQ•n•o nmn t>HT1 

1 
CGUSASAPAC 
PACSECTYRGN 
DIRNAVSECGRUPAC 
DIRNAVSECGRU 

•• HAVE BEEN INFORMED THAT DESOTO PATROL SUSP~ED FOR AT LEAsr 

ONE WEEK. W!LL KEEP ADDEES ADVISED 

M/R: Notd.fication of decision with regard to DESOTO Patrol. SNOO 
is aware of this action. 

Ol'llAl"TER 

I 
RELEASING OFP'ICER 

_____ ..... rn~IN-··~-····_B-'2~¢5.__l_/ ...... 51 ....... 7 ....... 4 ....... s -----'1-1 v CH B2¢51/5174s 

REFERS TO MESSAGE 

N 
0 f'fl\:NflU: V'IA ceMIM'f' 6H:kNtffiLS 0Hi;¥ 

N 
SUSPENSE E 
OTG TOP SECRET 

COPY MR. 

RIBUTION 

ADN 
ADP 
P¢5 
D32 
B 
B2 
B21 
B22 
B23 
B26 
NSASCC 
AFSS FM 
ASALNGP 
ADNSG 
DRF 

NSA25X3 
NSA25X6 

.L. 86-36 

RELEASED AT 

PAGE 

1 OF 

AGI NR. 

AGO NR. 

192¢¢¢Z 

I 

PAGES 

1 



'f()P SECRET 
00 RUEKDA RUECW RUEPCR RUEPIA RUEAHQ 

DE RUMFUN 52 2¢/¢225Z 

2 o 2¢¢225z 

FM CTG SEVEN SEVEN Pl' SIX 

TO RUATUL/COMSEVENTHFLT 

RuxarliL/CINCPACFLT 
' 

INFO~ ELDA/JCS 

RUF.cWf CNO 

RUHLHQ/CINCPAC 

RUMGUI/U4L5/CTF SEVEN SEVEN 

RUEPCR/WHITE HOUSE 

RUEPCR/STATE DEPT 

RUEKDA/SEC DEF 

RUEPIA/CIA 

KEPCR/DIRNSA 

RUMJIR/AMEW SAIGON 

RUMSMA/COMUSMACV 

RUMFS/COMNAVPHIL 

RUWPCR/AP3V/CTU SEVEN SEVEN PI' SIX PI' SIX 

RUMSBJ/MJTC/CTU SEVEN ZERO Pl' '!WO Pl' ONE 

RUEAHQ/DIA 

BT 

T 0 P 3 E e ft E I 

TONKit4.GULF DESOTO PATROL (S) 

SITREP ELEVEN AND FINAL 

Ao COMSEVENTHFLT 12¢6332 

B. MY 1921352 

I 



TOP SECRET 
L IAW DIRECTIVES FROM HIGHER AUTffORITIES, 

DESOTO PATROL TERMINATED AND STRIKE 

POSTURE CANCELUI>. 

2. USS MORTON WITH COMDESCIV 52 »!BARKED/ 

USSR EDWARDS ENROUTE JOIN TG 77.6, USS SABALO 

ORDERED WITHDRAW GULF OF TONKIN LIFEGUARD STA 

AND HONORED JOIN C'IG 77.7. 

PAGE TWO RUMXMMFUN 52 T 0 P ~ K S R K T 

3, CTG 77, 6 INS CONSrEL WITH MORTON/EDWARDS 

WILL PROCEED SUBIC FOLL TRANS YANKEE TEAM DUTY TO 

C'l'G '17. 7 2</J SEP IAW COMSEVENTHFLT 20¢¢26Z. 

NOTAL, 

4. THIS IS FINAL SITREP. 

('; GP-1 

n 

TOP SECRET 



SECRE1 1· KIMBO 

2'1J12¢¢z 

I ~AFSSO CONAI> -===. 
.._I _ ___.tAFSSOUSAC 

I tAFSSOmTAC 

COMNAVPHIL 

DALL cvA I>E.f~ WEsTPAc 

ZEl-1 

S E C ft E 'f' RB!BO 

2/Ql/VHN/R28-64 ST22¢ SIGINT READINESS BRAVOj OUTBOARDj REPORT 

NUMBER 7 

MSG INTERCEPI'ED AT 2¢</!145Z STATES THAT SEVENTII FLEET STill 

SOUTH OF DEMARCATION LINE AND THAT GOIN XON ISSUED ORDERS 

TO CARRY OUT GULF PATROL. 

COMMENT~ IDENTITY GION XON NOT KNOWN TIIIS STA. MSG ADDRESSED 
' 

TO ALL STATIONS AND POSS REFERS TO ENTIRE GULF TONKIN. 

SECRET KIMBO 

P.L. 86-36 

I 



SECRET KIMBO 
ZKZK 00 NRL HHA NOL DE 

ZKZK 00 RNI DE 

o 2¢1s¢5z zm 

FM DIRNSA 

TO OSCAR/VICTOR XRAY 

USN~467P 

ALL CVA NSG DET WESTPAC 

SSO FORT RITCHIE 

ADD El YR 

Z:EM 

,") ~ c r.. f! r ttffift\d 2/o~,____ ..... tRll-64 ST 1?5~22¢ 

SIGlNT HEADINESS BRAVO OUTBOARD TERMINATED 

NSA25X3 

1N Vl.EW OF THE POS'T'.PONEMENT OF FURTHER PATROLLING BY 

K' ;in PS: TN THE GULF OF TONKIN AND THE LACK OF' EXTENSl v~---

OR DH\! REACT10N 9 SIGINT READINESS BRAVO OUTBOARD IS HERE.BY 

TERMlNA'rED o NORMAL REPORTING PROCEDURES HA VE BEEN RESUMED" 

SECRET KIMBO 

.L. 86-36 

I 



{confidential HVCCO until filled) 

N'.•A FORI.\ N22BB REV AUG 63 
(Supersede·' N2288 REV JUN 61 
to be used until exhau:-;ted) 

1'UP SECRET DIN:P.tR 
SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

ACTION PRECEDEHCE 

IMMED IA 'I"E 

-FROM1 DlRNSA 

TO: UStil-2i 
'JSN--27J 

I . I 
USM-626 

CJ 

INFO PRECEDENCE 

PRiffiI'I'Y 

[] 
USM-626J. 

·uSM;;;;9 

INFO' HQ NSAPAG \ 
NSJ\PAG REP VIETNAM~ 

I I 
lk•APAv REIF ffilL 
USAFSS 
CGUSASA 
DIRNAVSECGRU 

T 0 f S E 0 R ~ T QIMA2 

B2</J5/33l/64 

SRB OUTBOARD TERMINATION 

SPECIAL HANDLING 

NONE 

DATE: 2¢ SEPT 1964 

USA~-68 

CUSASAPAC 
FAGSCTYRGN 
DIRNAVSECTRUPAC 
ASSTDIRNAVSECGRUPAC 

UNCODED 

SUSLO ~M 

NSA25X6 

~: A. DIRNSA B2¢5/Jl9-64~ 171655Z SMCl.N B. DIRNSA B2¢5/326/64~ 

191¢¢52,. IN YlEW OF SUSPENSION OF DESOTO PATROL .AND LACK OF EXTENSIV 

,___ _ __.tnRv REACTIONS,:/ SIGINT READINESS BRAVO OUTBOARD DECLARED REF 

ALFA .AND EXTENDED REF BRAVO HEREBY TERMINATED, ACTION ADDEES WILL 

RESUME NORMAL t!PORTING POSTURE 

M/R; Termination of SIGINT Readiness condUion. This action was 
dis~ussed wi.t.h Chief~ B2, ADP, ~"1.d DIR. SNOO aware of this action, 

DRAFTER 

REFERS TO MESSAGE 

e<GO 
AGI 

DTG 191¢052 
SUS PE NSF 

RELEASING OFFICliR 

s 

P.L. 86-36 

l'OP SECRE I DINAR 

COPY NR. 

I 

OISTRIE!UTjON 

ADN 
ADP 
Pr/J5 
P¢4 
DJl 
D32 
B 
B.2 
B21 .... 
H22 
BQJ 
B.24 
B26 
CJ 
Pl 
AUSLO 
NSASl'JC 
ASALNGP 
AF SS/FM 
DRF 

NSA25X3 

RELEASED AT 

2¢1745 
PAGE PACES 

1 OF 1 
AGI NR. 

AGO NR. 

r/J9¢¢?/2¢ 

I 



TOP SECRET DINAR 
.L. 86-36 

ZKZK PP ZLA AOR HII NHL DE 

P 23¢4J6Z 

FM USN Z? 

TO DIRNSA 

INFO CNO 

HQ NSAPAC 

CINCPAC 

DTRNAVSECGRU 

DIRNAVSECGRUPAG 

Z.FM I 
9:' 0 P £ g ~ 2 i 'I' ffINAR S.:l!~CTION ONE OF TWO 

OIC USN 467P ORIGINATES 

SlGlNT SUPPORT TO DESOTO PATROL 

1L DJRNSA B2¢S/328~64 DTG 191~li0Z 

Bo DlRNSA B2¢5/334c-64 DTG 2216292 (PA5EP) 

L Rgf' ALFA NOT' HELD USN 27 OF USN ,46'tP FILESo 

I ~ o AS RF.Q REF BRAVO HEREWITH BY TOI/TOR DESOTO REFl.ECT'lONS 

RKl\CTiONS AND POSS hl-:.LATED SIGlNT INFO RECD ABOARD USS MOR'fON 

TOP SECRET DINAR 



TOP SECRET DI~AR 
PRIOR 181233Z: 

l TOI 17~15Z MSG FM PORT WALLUT TO UNIDENTIFIJ!D 11//IN HEREf/ DO 

NOT FIRE PROBABLY RELATED TO FmING TRAININGo 

TOI 17¢238Z MSG FM PORT WALLUT TO Tl2¢ "NR 150 TO ALL STATIONS 

AND ALL SHIPS. (( GRM)) ARRIVE KHANG (( QRM)) o RECOGNITION OF 

THE EmMY BY HEADQUARTERS ((lGRG)) POSIBILITIES~ ((2GRG)) 

mrm ((2GRU)) PROVID;E ((XGM)) WITH FORCE THE SOUTHERN AREA 

( (4GRG)). ALL STATIONS WAIT ((2GRU)) TAKE PRF.cAUTIONS (AGAINST) 

THE ENEMY ATTACK (WHETHER) BY SEA OR AIR ((2GRG)) PROVOKE."' 

TOR l 7¢258Z USN 27 PASSED FOL MSG~ "lo FOLLOWING GIST ._I __ __. 

FURNISHED FYI~ A. 17r/J554Z/27~ THE SEVENTH FLEET 0S INTENTIONS 

ARE POSSIBLY TO MOVE IN AND TO PROVOKE. ALL STATIONS ARE 

NOTIFIED THE ENEMY COURSE IS CLOSE TO SHORE PLANNING TO 

PROVOKE us. B. BASED ON CORRUPT TEXT - .... I _______ __, 
DE NGL2 {{PORT WALLUT)) 11 

TOI 17¢41'/JZ USN 27J 2/Ql/VHN/R¢7-64. DTG 17¢315Z 

TOI 17¢411Z USN 27 f/Q/VHN/R99~64 DTG 17¢258Z 

TOI 17¢42'/JZ FM PORT WALLUT TO UNIDENTIFIED 11 NR 18. (YOU) 

MUST WAIT ((2GRU)), PREPARE TO CAMOUFLAGE; THE ENEMY (WILL) 

POSSIBLY PROVOKE AND ATTACK US BY SEA (m>/OR) BY AIR~ ((2GRU)) 

INSIDE THE 17TH AND 18TH OF SEP. 11 

TOR 17055Z USN 27J 2/QJ./VHN/Rf16..,,64j DTG 17¢12¢Z 

TOI 17¢528Z FM PORT WA.LLllT TO UNIDENTIFIED "NR ((SHIP BLKS)) ALL 

SHIPS RELAY STATION R2D {(2GRG)) ((2GRG)) OBSERVED AT 1¢2¢ HRS 2 

DESTROYERS AT BEARING OF 99//SHIP BLSK//SPEED \~ KNOTSo 11 

TOR 17¢618Z USN 27J 2/0J./VHN/Rl¢-64 DTG 17¢515Z 

TOI 17r/J725Z FM BEN THUY TO UNIDENTIFIED "//IN HERE// COASTj .ALSO 

NSA25X3 

POSSIBLE ((22GRU)) TO RAID ((2GRU))o "K" ((XGRM)) GUARD ((JGRU)) Rm.fAINING 

TOP SECRET DIN~s:R 
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COMMUNICATION WITH "K". 

-,, TOI 17'/l'/45Z FM BEN THUY TO UNIDENTIFIED "EN!MY POSSIBLE ((2GRU) 

WITH ACTIVITY AT LAOS; POSSIBLE SHELL THE COAST LINE; ALSO COULD 

POSSIBLE ((2GRU)) RAID ((2GRU)). "A'S" DIRECTIVES ((2GRU)) 

MUST STRENGTH»l ((2GRU)); GUARD; MAINTAIN COMMUNICATIONS WITH "K". 

TOI 17¢81¢Z FM VINHSON TO BEN THUY 11TO SUBUNIT 6 ((lGRU)) RF.cEIVED 

o~s TO POSTF1JE THE BATTLE. 

TOI 17¢919Z FM PORT WALLUT TO T231 "NR 22. TO ALL STATIONS, Tl2¢.11 

134.11 1.42, T227. ((2GRU)) REPORTS 143¢G AT A BEARING OF 4~ DJ!XmEF.S, 

RANGE 26HCM, COURSE 328 DEGREES, SPEED 15 KNOTS; 2 DESTROYERS 

THREATmING. II 

TOR 17¢938Z USN 27J 2('Ql/VHN/Rl3-64 DTG 17¢853Z 

TOR 17l~Z WUN 27J 2/Ql/VHN/R¢8-64 DTG 17¢335Z 

TOI 171¢45Z FM eeRT WALLUT TO UNIDENTIFIED SHORE STATION NORTH FLEET 

"NR 2. TO Tl34, 12¢, 1.42. WITHIN THE RADIO NET, THE ORDER IN WHICH 

TO COME UP (IS AS FOLLOWS): SUB-UNIT ONE, THEN SUB-UNIT TWO, THEN 

suB-UNIT 3 ((4GRU)) ~EATEDLY DISORDERLY BY NITE ((REMAINDER OF 
.~. 

HI.NT GRBLED)) • 

TOR 171253Z USN 27J 2(0J./VHN/Rl2-64 DTG 17¢83¢Z 

TOR 171845Z USN 27J PASSED FOL MSG 

"1. MSG REPOEXTED INTERCEPJ.'liD REF 
~ ~ 

ALFA (17~1,SZ ENTRY) VERSION REF BRAVO INTERCEPTED THIS STA AT l7¢82JZo 
,r, • 

2.. REF BRAVO (1nmz ENTRY) USES QTE DINH UNQTE AS SIGNATURE. 

SEARCH CONFIRMED IN VERSION REPORTED REF BRAVO QTE~ TO 
·~ 

DETACHMENT 6 "(GARBLED)" 

TOR 17191¢Z USN 27 2/Q/VHN/Rl¢1-64 DTG 17175¢Z 

TOR 172¢12Z DIRNSA 2/0/VHN/Rl2-64 DTG 171652Z 

TOP SECRET DINAR 



TOP SECRET DINAR 
TOR l8¢9}37z USN 27J PASSED FOL MSG: '*A. USN 467P SPOT INTEL 

ITJ!2.f 170845Z 

B. USN 27J FOLLOW-UP NR ¢5 TO 2/Ql/VHN/2¢7-64 DTG 17'/J853Z NOTAL 

C. DIRNSA B2¢5-318-64 DTG 1 o MSG REPORTED INTERCEPTED REF 

ALFA WAS VERSION REF BRAVO INTERCEPI'ED THIS STA AT 17¢832Zo 2. 

REF BRAVO USES QTE DINH UNQTE AS SIGNATURE. SEARCH CONFIRMED THIS 

PERSONALITY TO BE LINKED WITH OOUTHERN FLEET ACTIVITY IN THE 

PAST. BELIEVE USE OF QTE DINH UNQTE TO MEAN POSTPONE AS REPORTED 

REW ALFA INCORRECT IN THIS INSTANCEj DUE TO LOCATION IN SENTENCE 

STRUCTURE. 3. FOL IS USN 27J VERSION REPORTED REF BRAVO QTE~ TO 

DETACHMENT RECEIVED ORDERS ((POSS TO FIGHT)) DIN. ((U/I 

PERSONALITY)) COMMENT: UNRECOVERED GRP BELIEVED TO MEAN QTE HAVE 

NOT YET UNQTE. NO RELATED ITJ!2.fS NOTED THIS STA." 

TOR 18'/J217Z USN 27J 2/Ql/VHN/Rll-64 DTG 17¢7¢</JZ 

TOR 18¢219Z USN 27 2/Q/VHN/Rlr/l/J-64 DTG 17111'/JZ 

TOI 180247Z FM: U/I (ON SHIPPING/FISHING FREQ) TO. VOU2 (SHORE 

STA CONTROL): 

"CAN' SEE CLEARLY 946j 95¢0 PREPARING FOR BATTLE. MET ANOTHER 

//QJ.U/l// ABOUT 10</J METERS AWAY CAN SEE CLEARLY NR 946j NR 95¢ PRESENTLY 

PREPARING((GRBL)) PLEASE INFORM DISTRICT AND 00 DISTRICT 228¢¢." 

NOTE~ ANTENNA RIGGED FISHING CRAFT PASSED BY DESOTO (DISoi~cE 2¢¢ 

YARDS))o 

T 0 P 3 E e R 1!i 'il QDJAR FINAL SECTION OF TWO 

TOI 18¢3¢5Z FM PORT WALLUT TO~ U/I 

NR YM GO 142.9 1341 12¢1 AT 193¢1 18 SEP THE Tl42 RETURN TO 

PORT ( (2GRU)). T 183~ 19 SEP THE Tl32 (SiATOW) RETURN TO PORT 

(( 2GRU)) TO ADMINISTER (( 2GRU)) FIRING AND ( ( 2GRU)) AFTERWARDS 
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RETURN TO BAI CHAY TO TAKE ON ((.2GRU)) 033¢G 2r/J SEP ((.2GRU)) 

ANCHORAGE AREA ( (G~)) CONTINUED 

TOI 18¢324Z FM: PORT WALLUT TO: Tl46, Tl.2¢ 

TO ((.2GRG)) ¢955G; NR 28. TO Tl2¢ TRANSMIT (TO) COMRADE KIM. 

(( GRG)) 17 SEP 2 DESTROYERS WERE OUT A SEE. AT ¢63¢G 18 SEP 

(THE TWO DESTROYERS) WERE ((lGRG)) NAUTICAL MILES NORTHEAST OF 

HON MATT. T ¢83¢G (THE DESTROYERS) WERE 18 NAUTICAL MILES FROM 

HON MATT. 

TOI 18¢329Z FM: PORT WALLUT TO: U/I 

193¢G 18 SEP THE Tl42 (5llATOW) RETURN TO PCf'1' ((2GRU)). A 

183¢G 19 SEP Tl.32 RETURN TO PORT ((2GRU)) TO ADMINISTER ((2GRU)) 

FIRING AND ((lGRU)) AFTERWARDS RETURN TO BAI CHAY TO TAKE ON 

((2GRU)) •• .3¢G 2¢ SEP RETURN TO ANCHORAGE AREA ((2GRU)) 

TOI 18¢4.35Z FM: U/I VES TO: CONTRO 

PULLING IN NETS NOW THE ENEMY SHIPS ARE DOING ( ( GBLD)). AGAIN 

ALMOST (( lGRU)) HERE TO RELEASE //SHIP BLKS/ / FLY DOWN. IN ORDER 

TO PREPARE FOR BATTLE {(lGM)) RUN AND BE SEPARATED FROM THE NET 

((GARBLED)) VIEWPOINT IN ORDER TO PULL IN THE NET URGENTLY//SHIP 

BLK// FLY DOWN. (I M) RETURNING TO THUONG RIVER, PRESENTLY 

AWAITING NEWS. 

TIO 18¢435Z FM: CONTROL TO: U/I VES 

(YOU) CONTINUE TILL 16J¢. THE NET WILL HAVE PLANS {OR STRITGEY) 

AFTER ((lGRG)). 

TOI 18¢445Z FM: U/I TO: U/I 

NR 2. TO 49. COMRADE NHAN (IS) RETURNING (FOR) THE NETTING: 

COMRADE CAN GO OVER TO THE BOAT (TO MEET) COMRADE NHAN. IN 

TOI 18¢62¢Z MSG FM PORT WALLUT TO IDENTIFIED: NR 3¢. TO Tl2¢, T2.27 

TRANSMIT TO COMRADE KIM. AT 1¢13G 2 DESTROYERS ARRIVED 3¢ NM NORTHEAST 
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OF LACH CHA.0'1 1l1EADQUARTERS REMINDS ALL STATIONS TO REINFORCE 

, (OR STRENGTHEN) THEIR DOMMINS AND EXECUTE EXACTLY THE DIRECTIVE 

NR 6¢3 OF AUG 22, 19640 

TOR 18064¢Z USN 271 PTG 17112 z 
TOR 18¢72¢Z USN 27 2/Q/VHN/Rl¢4-64 DTG 180656Z 

TOI 18¢81JZ FM Tl2¢ TO PORT WALLUT~ //IN HERE// SPEED TO ATTACK 

(OR AMBUS) IN THE BORDER ((2GRU)) HIGHEST DEGREE //QJl.M// ALREADY 

((2GRU)) FIRM SITUATION. 

TOI 18¢817Z FM Tl2¢ TO PORT WALLUT~ THE ENEMY IS CONTINUING TO 

PROVOKE ((2GRU)) HAVE ORDERS FOR ALL STATIONS. STRENGTHEN (YOUR) 

AREAS; DISTINGUISH ~ICAN SHIPS; SOUTHERN REGION. DO YOUR BEST 

TO AVOID PROVACATIONS: TO GRSP (ND) TO ADVOCATE K QJS NEW WAR. 

TAKE PRECAUTIONS (AGAINST) AN AIRCRAFT ATT~CK, ALL STATIONS 

((2GRU)) NANCE, DISPERSE (AND) CAMOUFLAGE; ALL PRESENT 

( ( 2GRU) ) BATTLE 

(KIM IS NOW BOARD THE Tl2¢, WHICH EXPLAINS WHY A SWATOW CLASS 

PGM IS ISSUING ORDERS SUCH AS THESE) 

TOI 181¢¢2Z FM PORT WALLUT TO UNIDENTIFIED~ //IN HERE// STRENGTHEN 

THE AREAS; DISTINGUISH AMERICAN SHIPSj SOUTHERN AREAi DO YOUR 

BEST TO AVOID PROVOCATIONS; GRISP (AND) ADVOCATE K-1is NDl·f~; 

TAKE PRECAUTIONS (AGAINST) AN ENEMY AIRCRAFI' ATTACK ((2GRU)) CONT~ 

INUID ALL STATIONS RISE FORWARD PREPARE EVERYONE TO BE READY. 

TAKE PRECAUTIONS (AGAINST) AN ATTACK WITHIN (OUR) LIMITS BY THE 

AMERICAN SHIPS IN THE SOUTHERN AREA. 

TOI 181145Z USN 27J 2/Q:l/VHN/Rl5-64 DTG 18 
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NS.A. FORM '12288 REV AUG 63 
(Supersedes N2288 REV JUN 61 
to be uaed until exhausted) 

SECRET 
SECURITY Cl..ASSIFICATION 

ACTION PRECEDENCE INFO PRECEDENCE lSPECIAL HANDLING 

HClU::"INE ROUTlNE 

FROMs DATE1 25 SEP 64 

TOr DlRNAVSECGRTJ 

INFO D1RNAVSECGRUFAC 

\COPY MR. 

COMINT CHANNELS 
UI~ 1 P<IBUTION 

B 
B2 
B26 
D32 
Pr/J4 
:P¢5 ! ...... ····································································································································································································· l~p 

_, ~'1•1 u ..J .L LJ ~, 

COMNAVFORJAPAN 
COM.SEVE~ITHF'l.T' 

GTF 72 
CTNCPACFLT 
CNO 
DTRNSA 
ASST DIRNAVSECGRU 

- S i i;; "R g T OOHIM'f 61l:AMM~L::l 

SEPT DESOTO ( C) 

·e A. CINCPACFLT 23¢4¢62 NOTAL 

1. U3N 467P DEACTIVATED 2323592 IAW REF AI,FA. 

Ld NOTE~ DTG 23</J4r/J62 UNABIE TO LOCATE 123. 
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