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CUBAN MIGS SCRAMBLE 0N TWU U5, HAYY PAIROL PLADES

AU approximately 18124 (1212 EDTE) 8 Seplember, Luo Cuiban Revolutionary

it

Air Forece (CRAF) MIG's scrambled on and inbercepled 2 U.8. Navy patro

planes over international walers.

S2F-13 and S2F-16, departed in company from the Naval Alv Station, Key

West, Florida. AL 18127 whiie bolh planes were al posiltion m,

NSA ”Ground Control Intercepl (GCL) informed S2F-16 of the presence

of an unidentified moving redsr target 23 miles from S2F-16.  The wnknown larpget,
wag reported on a true course of 275 degrecs wilth a gpeed of 399 kncts at

9,008 feet. S2F-16 was flying ab an altitude of 5,08 feek. A% 181,27 the
radar targel, tentatively identilied by tue SZF pilols as a MIG-17, wmade an
overtaking approach on bLhe SRP-16 passing uvederneati aod pullicg up in

front, When visually sighted Lhe ravge was eslinaled at approximaheiy

1,00¢ yards and opening al high specd.  Ley Weel radwr Lurther ‘avacked Lie

MIG tlrough a 187-depree turn and observed ol making mwlher pass bellad
the patrol plane. AL Lhis Lime Lobh objecta viacod o e
AL 18344 while ab posilion 2310 @2 400, D0 -in o (o b i

maling gunnery-~type rung on bhe second Havy  pabiot plone,  The Bl passed
alongside S52F-13 al an opproximslbe range of ¢ feet on Lhe inibial vun.
On the third similar run the MIG,after pulling out, settled in front of
Lhe Navy patrol plane at an altitude of 54¢ feel. The MIG bhenr execuled a olimb-
ing right-hand turn and disappeared. The Navy pilots reported the MIG as
being dark in color without obvious markings Lo reveal nalionalily -
N

Intercept of the CRAF lactical VHF frequency paraliels this aclivily
and reveals that pilots using suflfixzes 12 and 89 were involved in the GCI
alert. Both planes were scrambled snd controlled by San Antonio de los
Banos GCI.
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AL 18207 suffix 12 broke off" inlercept and returned Lo base because hig
fuel was running low., While in flight both 12 and 89 passed a scries of
numbers, pogslbly grid coordinates perlinoenl, Lo the Largel aclivity, to
the GCI controller,

While in contact wibh GCI, suffix 89 reported bthat lhe tarpget was
"presenting combal" and requested authorization to ®lmeck il down,"
Evidence, suggesls that his requesl was denied since no hostile action was
initiated.

Suffix 89 was instructed to maintein his position snd conbinuve

surveillance.

COMMENTSs In direct contrast to previously observed GGl operalions,
most of the informalion passed was from the iuberceptors tz GCL, Only a
minimum of tracking was required by the inlercepling plancs, indicabling
increased proficiency.

The term "presenting combab® used by 89 is nol understood Lut mosl

probably reflects the evasive action taken Ly the Navy planes.
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