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our national leaders, policymakers, warfighters, law enforcement agencies and
Intelligence Community partners face some of the gravest national security
challenges in U.S. history.

To respond to these threats to our nation, we need to understand our adversaries, their capabilities, and their plans
and intentions. At the same time, we must protect our communications and information from those adversaries, and
we must outmaneuver those adversaries in cyberspace.

INFORMATION
ASSURANCE
Our nation’s security depends on protecting data and information
systems, and securely communicating classified or sensitive
information that is vital to military and intelligence activities.
In conducting its information assurance mission, NSA is
charged with protecting our most critical national security and
telecommunications information and networks (national security
systems) from daily attempts at exploitation of these systems by
our adversaries.
NSA is not the only department or agency charged with protecting
U.S. Government data and information systems. NSA works with
U.S. Cyber Command, the Department of Homeland Security, and
other agencies, all of which have an information assurance role.

SIGNALS INTELLIGENCE
NSA conducts its foreign signals intelligence mission by targeting,
collecting, processing and analyzing the communications of our
adversaries in order to provide actionable intelligence to our customers
and partners.
NSA’s signals intelligence products inform decision making by national
leaders, support military operations, provide force protection to
warfighters, and thwart terrorist attacks at home and abroad. Every
signals intelligence product responds to a specific requirement, and
our SIGINT activities are executed in strict compliance with the laws,
regulations, and policies that govern those operations.

INNOVATIVE RESEARCH
NSA’s Research Directorate is a robust “in-house” organization dedicated
to advancing intelligence and information assurance through science.
NSA is on the leading edge of research in multiple areas, including
advanced telecommunications, quantum computing, and
nanotechnology, enabling NSA and the U.S. to be at the forefront of
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technical innovation. NSA also conducts a robust Technology Transfer
program, aimed at sharing some of the results of NSA’s groundbreaking
research in both the public and private sectors.
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