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NATIONAL SZCURITY AGENCY
CENTRAL SECURITY SERVICE

FORT GZORGE G MEADE. MARYLAND 20755§OOQ

) . al: N52/017/98
01 April 1998

Mr. T. Jeremy Gunn Lo
Executive Directer '
Assassination Records Review Board
600 E Strest. N.W.

Washington. DC 20530

Dear Mr. Gunn! -

(U) Iz response to your letter of November 28-1 997, we tasked
appropriate élements of the NSA Operations and the NSA Archives elements to
search for informauon responsive to vour quescions. In additon. a member of
my staff reviewed our United States Inrelligence Board (USIBE) and USI3 SIGINT
Subcommitiee record holdings. The following represents the composite
response of these elements. - T

= Question #1- What wars NSA {argeting priorities and cazaDiiitiss
.&geinst Cubsa EXEMPT Huring the period 1863-18847 Including

revorus of the U.S. Communications Inislligence (COMINT) Board,
scords does NSA posszass on tasking.and results frofiihese
cap a' llmes7 In narticulzr dié NSA targst communicaticns beiween

- Havana :‘.ﬂd EAEMET (During ths mesting.Messrs. Haich and .
Fogarty suggesiad that the Army Security Aasncy had & facility| exener
EXEMPT in 1263 iargsting EXEMPT |=lthcucm its
opsrafions did not mest with are=t succass ) Mr. Batch sigisd that
EXEMPT 2 former NSA empioyes

mignt have mars specific kKnowieage or such a.r‘ operation and that you
could contact him.

=F==CCO, ANSWER: A record of the SIGINT Subcommm:e= of the USIB
from August 1843 provides a recap of the USIB SIGINT Subcomimittee's Priority
Nauonal Intelligenice Objectives. Included in this recap are objectves

rmmgﬁtﬂ to obtain informartion on 1) Soviet and Cuban military
EXEMET 2) Soviet and.Cubanl EXEMPT

EXEMPT

DRV FM: NSA/CSS Manual 123-2
Dated: 24 February 1998
DECL ON: X1,X3.X5,X8:X7,X8
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-TS€¥ An NSA COMINT Technical Report (A5/A6 COMINT TECHNICAL
REPORT #1-66- A Survey of Soviet Communications in Cuba) regarding SIGINT
results of the targeting of Cuba was reviewed by Dr. Hall. This appears to be the
moest comprehen;we record of our canabilities acainst Cuiha for the 1963-1964

timeframe. Numerpus Cuban EXEMPT uring the early
1960s, including some Cuban TINtaTvI EXEMPT communications
through EXEMPT SA had an excellent capability

to meet the SIGINT challenges of the 1360's. We had field sites in positon to
copy the signals of interest in Cuba. and those communication exchanges
EXEMPT i}

ST Product reports based on the targeting of EXEMPT
communicauons were reviewed by two members of my stail. Some ol these
reports were the result of tardgeting of communications between Havana and

EXEMPT However. no records responsive to the John F. Kennedy
Assassmanon Records Act of 1992 were located other than those a.lreadv pc.ssea
1o the ARR3. There were no reflections in any of these products ot’any activity
that might have been related to the assassination. only post-assassinartion
reflecdons of U.S. political and protocol developments. NSA has approximartely
12 shin boxes {4 linear feet] of] EXEMPT records.

«Sy=tn earlv December 1997 the ARRB staff was provided W-'lth the name
and phone number of the U.S. Army Intelligence and Security Command

(INSCOM) historian -w i ation reda_rdlncr an Army Security Agency ’
(ASA) collection site in EXEMET iuring the 1963-1964 timeframe. The
INSCOM historian is EXEMET who can be reached on 703-706-2630.
EXEMPT ldvis anon contained in an ASA unit history report
at was written b}l EXEMPT | In addition. I understand that members of your
staff met in DecembBer 7 with Mr. Frederick Berghoff, formmer Chairman of

the National SIGINT Cormmttee (previously known as the USIB SIGINT
Subcomimittee), who prosdded the ARRR otoff writh hisTrecollections of NSA
activities regarding the EXEMET Regions in the early-1960s.

(U)  Question #2. What, if any, additional NSA capabilities were added to target
communications sources within Cuba between November 1962 and the end of |
19647 What information does NSA have on the targeting of communications
sources within Guba by CIA? Was there any liaison between NSA angd CIA on-this
issue? NSA stated that it may have between six and twelve boxes gf Cuba-
related material. Of what do thesz records consist? May the ARRB s an‘ examine
these records?
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E6601—4NSWER: The records of the USIB SIGINT Subcomrmittee for
the period Novémber 1962 through 1964 were recently reviewed. No SIGINT
Obiecrives weresncluded in the SIGINT Subcomrmitres's objectives regarding

BAEMPT - For the $962-1964 tmeframe. The August 1963 SIGINT Subcommttee

record recaps SIGIN'I‘ Objectives and the 5 and 18 November 1963 znd the 10
January 1964 records indicate that requirements to target Seviet forces in Cuba

and EXEMPT were already receiving priority SIGINT coverage.
The 2 December 1963 record appears to show a chancre in priorides because it
presents “pertnent examples of'actions underway or pla:med... : 1) increase in

intercept and more tmely consolidated reporting on Cyhan military problems.
2) intercept and analysi unications related to| ®P" L activity...seeking
information on Cuban|  =xsMer in particular., 3) A new attack on the problem

Oﬂ EXEMPT

EXEMPT [ZT Eaaitional SIip and airborme

intercept of Cuban communicauons is planned. and 3} Increased efforts to
develnn information on the technical characteristics of the internal militarylpmer]

EXEMPT communications EXEMPT countries.

-

TEo=EE@ NSA collectors. based on their personal recollactions, were
alerted to put greater emphasis on Soviet] =T [and Cuban military targets to
look for signs of inereased readiness in their force pesture. Analvsts at NSA
were also looking for signs of| ExeMeT  preactons to. and forsign intelligence
reportung on. the assassination. Any volice and cipher waffic was thoroughly
processed from the surroundingd timeframe. Analvsis on targeis rhar were

EXEMPT |r=vi°vved trafiic| BEMPT o

ensure thart o EXEMPT unusual acuvity had been over locn d.

FH-ee&r~ATeview of the United States Intelligence Board (USIB) records
held by NSA shows CIA and NSA top-level Agency cooperation/cocrdination on
intelligence targeting via the USIB. However, according to recollections of
individuals working at NSA"in the mid 1960s. liaison between CIA and NSA for
the 1962-1964 timeframe was limited and no record of CIA/NSA cooperation/
coordinartion at the working levels of the agencies was located. We searched for
records of CIA targetung of Cuban communications. but no records were located.
However, the USIB records make repeated reference to Comirmnittee on Overhead
Reconnaissance (COMOR) Biweekly Report on High-Level Coverage of Cuba with
the caveat that the information was distributed through restncr.ed channels.
Because we do not have copies of the COMOR reports. we are unable to
determine if the tasking of these missions was limited to PHOTINT. or if SIGINT
was also performed from the overhead vehicles. COMOR was the predecessor
of the SIGINT Overhead Reconnaissance Subcommittee (SORS). The SORS
cormmlittee is a subcomrnittee of the current U.S. SIGINT Comuinittee. The
Chairman of the SORS is Mr| EXEMET (phone number: 202-496-9828).




(8]
)

1

JESSe-Regarding the “six to twelve boxes™ discussed during our meeting
with Dr. Hall and members of the ARRB Staff in Novernber 1997 these boxes
referred to are récords.regarding EXEMPT As’
mentioned in rgsponse to Quesuon #1, a recent review ol these records did not
result in locating any records not already identified as responsive to the JFK
Assassination Iﬁ'ecords Act. The ARRB staff is welcome to examjne these
records as well as any other of the records mentioned in this letter. - The records
pertaining to Cuba and| == [for this tmeframe held by NSA have been
researched and these beélieved to be responsive to the John F. Kennedy Records
Act of 1992 have been provided to the ARRB.

ﬁé@ﬁfouesﬁon #3. hilities and targsting priorities did NSA have ag'ainst
Cuba outside of sever - Bnd Cuba itself during the time period 1960-19647?

What records of This 1argeting and any results mignt still exist?

~FSedee ANSWER: For the timeframe 1960-1964 NSA targeted and was

sniccessfillin collecrine Ciihan cammiinicariord ououoT |
EXEMPT
pever [ WETRAITAII COPIES Of SIGINT product TEpoTts. WIiCH are NSA

reports tased on the intercept of communications. for this period. These
reports desmed responsive to the John F. Kennedy Assassination Records Act of
2 have been forwarded to the ARRB.

=FHCEoT Question #4. What policy recommsencations from the tims psriod 1580-64
might siill axist which raflact NSA poiicy making or tasking on Cuban
EXEMET military communications outside of Cuba?

(U) ANSWER: As stated previously. the USIB SIGINT Subcommittee
records show the objectives (requirements for targeting) and are available for
review by ARRB members or sta.ffers

&GG@# Question #5. Ars there any COMINT Board recommeandations or tasking on
the targeting o] exever  communications during the period 1963-19647 Does
NSA have any other independent knowledge of these targets?

£-5e68 ANSWER: No recommendartion specific to] =xever [was located.
however, the USIB SIGINT subcommirttee record of 2 December 19 3 presents
as one of the “perunent examples of acdons underway or planned...

“Increased efforts to develon informarion on the techni isSTi the
internal military EXEMET rorrmunication EXEMPT

countries”.




~++3*SST; Question #6. Including all records of the COM
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NSA have that refer to the targeting of any Soviet EXEMPT

were-ir-place during the period 1963-1964
targeting priorities against Soviet targets in
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INT Board. what records does

hat

EXEMPT

P bataes NSA Capabilities and
EXEMPT =ul‘rom 1963-19647?

R: No records referring to NSA targeting of Soviet

Our interest ir] =x=vrr fand our capability
against any targets in EXEMPT as very limited:

o0 Quesﬁon #7. Did NSA produce a Technical SIGINT Report (TSR) on|  exever
capabilities in 19637 ,

o580} ANSWER: Avsearch for any Technical SIGINT Reports or similar

documents was performed i

capabilities against

January 1998 but no records documenting NSA’s

exever - karget for the period 1960-1964 were located.

IS=CeS)The ARRB staff was nrovided with the name and phone number

- of an INSCOM historian EXENET Phone Nr. 703-706-
information regarding an Army Security Agency collection site in

630), . who ha

EXEMPT

duririg the 1963 1964 timeframe. In addmon ARRB staff members met with
Frederick Berdhoff the former Chairman of the National SIGINT Comuinittee, to

obtain some re_collec ions” fr

capabilities regarding ex#veT |in 1963.

om Mr. Berghoff regarding NSA's interest and

(U) If you have any questions or need additional clarification regarding
the information provided, please contact either Lee Schrover or Claudia Collins

of my staff on (_30'-1)688-6798.

Sincerely,

JJOANN H GRUBE
Deputy Director of Policy -

/




