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. :."ATION~L 5Ec~1RIT~ ,;,GENCY 
CENTRAL SECURITY SERVICE 

FORT C!!:ORG:: C. MEAOE, M'-i'IYLANO 2'7SS 

( 

Serial: N007S 
26 January 1976 

·-
HEMOR1'.NDUM FOR THE PRINCIPAL DEPU;!:'Y ll.SSIST.~NT SECRET~.RY 

OF DEFENSE (INTELLIGENCE) · 

SUBJ~CT: Senate Select Com;nittee Queries to NSA Concerning 
the \·7arren Co:m.'Llission 

Reference your letter dated 14 January 1976 transmitting 
a request from Mr. Alton Quanbeck of the Senate Select 
Com..'1.ittee Staff. The followh1g info:?:<•laticn is provided in 
resoonse to Mr. Quanbeck's letter, keved bv paraaraoh to 
his-letter (inclosed - see underlined~port1ons) .~ M;st of 
the inforrr.ation was mace available to i:.ne SSC Staff, Mr. 
Jim Johnson, during an interview with Dr. Louis Tordella 
ori 20 January 1976. 

Para. 1. - NSA re·~uest::i pe:?:·.miss ion to' retain 
photocc?ies of those reports on ~~ich we had worked merely 
2s record CO?ies of our efforts c~ behalf of the Ccmmissio~. 
It was felt that if a question should arise at that time 
co::i.cerr.ing what 2.nalytic effor:t:s had been involved and the · 
nu.rnber of manhours expen"ded, a record copy would prove useful. 
No operational use was made of these documents except to 
hold them on file for a period of time which canrlbt now be 
determined. To the best of our present knowledge, the photo­
copies have riow been destroyed. Absolutely no results 
relevant to the assassination were obtained through NSA's 
analytic look at the exhibits. The Commission, in the person 
of Mr. Allan Dulles, had as~ed Dr. Tordella, informally, to 
review the exhibits fot any.sec~et writing or codes which 
might have been contained in the documents. Dr. Tordella, 
after causing a careful review of the documents by NSA crypt­
c,nal::r·sts, reported verbally to Hr. Dulles and other Commission 
me.i"bers that nothing whatsoever had been achieved by the 
analytic effort. No written reply was submitted. 
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Serial: N0078 

Para. 2. - NSA is uncertain as to what is precisely 
meant by these corri.In:nts, bu-t we assu..7Le that the cor.u"!lents o:i 
names refer to our biographic· files which are maintained on 
foreign P?rsonalities.of potential intelligence significance. 
11.s the Co::mni ttee knows, these biographic files are rnaintaineC. · 
(now at CIA incidentally) as analytic support. It is also 
oossible that the Commission was referring to the fact that - , 
names are frequently seen in traffic collected for foreign 
intelligence purposes and the~~fore NSA might have acciss 
to foreign names not otherwise a~ailable to the Intelligence 
Co:::..:-nuni ty. 

Para. 3. It may well be that.CIA did obtain such 
transmissions and pass them to NSA for analysis, but no one 
presently working that analytic area recalls such a request. 
Discussions with Dr. Tordella also failed to shed any light 
o:-i this su'!:Jject. There are no files o:- reco:::-ds which we h~ve 
been able to locate fro~ that time frame which would sub-
s tan ti ate such a cl?.im. In £act, t~e only file the res?onsible 
a:1alytic gro~? has been able to locate concerning a request 
from the \'7arren Cor::.iuiss ion deals with a file compiled from 
O?en sources citing major dates in the last months of Osw~ld's 
life. Presur.-:ably the date file was to be compared with NS?. 
pro~uct o~/about the key dates in the ho?e that sonething 
coi.lld !:e dea.l:!ce::. The file does not co~tai:i any "hits_ 11 

The analysts who pe=forrned this effort have since retiree. 

· Para. 4. - The inforiilc;.l request from Hr. Dulles is 
the known total extent of NSA 1 s role i~ assistina in the 
-investi;ation. The file _discussed in Paragraph·~ is ~ne only 
file thus far recovered. There is no informatio~·which can 
now be identified ~hich was develo~ed from Cuban or Soviet 
~rans~,·s-i"ons rQla•ing ~o ~ho ass~:sina~ion L... "" ,,. !LL- .::> .L - '--·· "- l..--- ~:;, -.:.. '-- .&.. • 

Para. 5. - We have no information on this subject 
at all. However, oursuant to the subject raised during the 
Tordelli interview: we.hav~•se~iched our files manually, 
a-nd ci.s l-lr. Lowman agreed· during the Tordella interview, we 
have recc-:;e-red three product "rep6r'ts (Inclosures 2 · through :; 
4) which show ·that Cuban military forces did go on alert 
ifr.mediately after the assassination. There is~ SIGI~T. 
evidence, however, that the Cuban forces were alerted prio~ 
to the assassination, thereby suggesting that they had prior 
knowleege of the event. 
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Para. 6. - No hard copy material of any kind was 
pr,ovided to the Co:nmissi9n (~ee Para. 1). 

4 Incls: 
a/s 

~L70 ~1"'t~ 
DAVID D. LOm1.z;.~ 

Special Assistant 
to the Director . 

for Co!1Bressional Reviews 
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cc: DIR 
D/DIR 
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ESS, Mr. ·Lowman 
G ,[ EXEMPT j 
NCRDEF 

... " .... 
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·. 

A, Miss Caracristi (Less Incls) 
L221 ti 
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Serial: N0078 

J.. /" 
:. . ./. M/R: Inclosures 2 t~~oucj 4 ara product reDorts nu..'llbered 

2;0J... EXEMPT /R66-63, 2/0ExEMPT Rl96-63 and 2/0J~<xEMP;[RsB-63. 

~ 
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EXEMPT I 
!:·-=~~~~~~~~~~~~~::;-;:-~~ u~Frank Foster/O/ESS/316ls/26 Jan 76/kjb ··'d'-
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Access to this document· will be restricted to those persons 

cleared for the specific projects; 

················-···· 

. . ... 

···················-· •······•······•······ 

WARNING ... 
This doCU':"l'I:'.,,, C:>r:Jai11s inForrnoli~· oUC'~trn~ 11.c n·;,i:t~: .. SS~~,;., or ;hr .\J"il":'d Srotc:s. -idiin 1'1c '"eooni:"'lg ol 

rhe c~p:o:"t-J9~ 1-;J_, u. s.= Code: Tille' 18, s~c:sion; 7VJ: 79.! a~:i 7?0. Thr lo- pral-.i!,as its tlansmiss.iof'I OI '""• 

rc,o .. c-la1i 0 ., 0 1;,, ~o.,l':'nls i11 any ma11n~r la 1111 unautlia1i1c,od :'•"nn,n "'ell a' ih u~e ii\ any 111onner prc,oju~iciol 
·-,a the snrr:ry Dt intcrcst or the u .. itcd Sro•cs· DI Jar r!.c ~:noefol al D"l" forci;n ga•C'•nmr.nl lo the clcrri ... enl al 

IJ,e Uni1-:-d' S:!':;o:!';s. Ir is lo lnr aaen onlr 1'y po:rJ.on,,'!:'1 C'r"''='ci~Jly indoctrinotC'cl ond ovl!•otiZ'i:d lo IC'C'c:+v~ i"'• 
lorrrw0J:CV\ in 11.,c: dc:-"igno1r.cl conJro1 chonni:ls. lrs ,.C'cu•ily ll•':ls.f l:u: "'o:n1oined i,. accordanci: -:11, rc:gv!otion> 

per loin ins: I,;. ,;.:"" BY E'M:.1.i ,., .. J Crun111unicatio.,s J"rr11~j':'l1:C' Controh. No ocl;on is to hc- 'to~-:n on onr corn­

IT'lvnicolions. inlclligf"nCIC' wl1icJ.. '"oy llC' conloin":d hC'rC';"• l'C'r;-=ir~le""1:. al 1l11C" od'•~ntog-: to l:u: gained, if such 
octio., might ho¥C' t'hC" C'Ui:C'I or re l'C'OJing thC' c•iSIC'nCC' c;..·u:!' nofvre oF thC' sou:cc,. unle:to'li such action is. first 

DP?•O"f"J...J:a.1 1hc app•o;t1·ialc oulhotit7. 
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Si:l.i:C.T COMi-ICT~~.e; TO 

STU:JY COV£~SME:N rAL OPER"TION~ \.'llTH 

RS::SPECT TO INT!:L~IC:!:NCE ACTIV&Tl~S 

\".'.;.:;;.,JNGTON. 0.C. ZOSIO 

Janu2ry 13, 1976 

E::-. Th Oi7i2S K. La ti!iie r 
Special Assistant to the Secreta.I.f 
U. S. Deoart~ent of Defe~se 
'"':"- s"r.; ~ o-o.,.., D C 20301 1·. .... ·-··-= '- :. • . . . 

Dea:::- To:-;i: 

I ._ • • -• th S 1 ( ' "" I • ' " n connec 1..l.0:1 Wl.1..n e e _ect c~"i:l.1.. tee s inves ti ga tion 
t~e assassination of ?resident Ken~edy, we earlier received 
a~s~ers to cert2in cuestions out to KSA. Since then we hav.::i. . . -. . . .. 1 . .. ,,,._ .. ., . .. .. exarninec ctner materia oerta~ni.ng to ~~~ s cont~1out1on to 
-·-::::. i.':"----- C -,· c::.; ' .. , ...... _· -,·,...~ .... ,· .., .. ...,d ... d--,·, .c ' 1.. .. _ .. ::::..:..:.:::c: o_,_,~s-~o:-i. s -nv:::Si..-sc:.'--O .• c:. .• ' 't··:::: ·::::.:.--e .:.u.rtne::::-
for77:a~i~~ fro~ NSA. 

of 

in-

oy ~ay of backgrbund for this request, we note the Warren 
Co:;:;:r;i.s s :.c::. Drovide cl ~iSA vario;;s docu::::n ts and aske cl NSA to r:-
.._ ... : .::::ii .... :-·--- =o·- -':""iy c-... --... .... o1o~ic-1 s-i',_-:-=;c-'"!"'ir-~ N·===A .::o·u...,d o "--"" .. ~.::c., 0 .!. .:. C.•:' • :J~:-''- - .::;,- ~- -t;,•c.:.L.- <=.L·--• l .J •• .l. ''- n 
C --~-01--.~-,..-1 S1C"7'"""l.c-,..,c:::i. -,..,d .: .. s r,,..,o-- o= t' i."s =-r-- T - • ... ~J!-'L... .-.. -0..:...-.=-- ~!...~..:... _:::..i.. - c::.J.~: ..:...1... ..::' .:..L.. .:._ n i.e.._~ -.·:c:.s pt:.u-
~~shea ~y t~e Co~~ss~on. 

1. By letter of July 10, 1964, (a copy of which is attached) 
1-:::-. R=.::ki::.· D!:'ovided General Bl2ke a conv of certain docu..:ents 
reauested by D:c. Torcella for ~;SA's files. Since ·NS.A's analysis 
of the docu..::ents ~as apparently co~leted at the ti~~ of R2nkin's 
ietter . \.."e wish to k:.low why NSA wan:ed to keeo these docu:;:;ents 
for its f ~ le. Further, t~·e wish to know what use, if anv, -;.;25 

made of these.documents and what results relevant to the ass~ssina­
tion were obtained from such use. 

2. .. In a Co~ssion staff in~~~~"i memorandum, dis.cussing the 
docu.:.11:nts pro~.'1.ded NSA, it is reported that NSA is "primarily 
interested ir:. names." and NSA claims it has "information on na:::.e.s 
which the. CI..i_ does not have." Assu:::inS? these statements are ?._<:.=. 
curate, we wish to know what sirnificance. such names would have 

.... ___________ - -· 
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1·~r. Tnomc::.s K. a tim..: · · 
January 13. 1976 
1' .:i. ge. T"...;o 

···: 
' p.j ; t r~ ".[ ,. \ii;'. 

,b Cl! i , I 

( . 

I .• -· •• ·~J j I;.~ 1,· ) 
U E LS 

,,... ••.. J• , •. , , r·· ~, [' =y;.... S -. 
~· - A ~ • • ... • ~ t. "'"SA. h d h CI A ~ • d t:_o •·.:•:\·?.no ·waa1... in.1...orrn2 ion on n2.r::~s 11 • a t c:.t -- cl. not. 

If nc:.~";':=s h2d s"ir;;n.ificance. what na:r:2s did HSA use in its 2n2l~·sis? 

3. He are inforraed that CIA obtained trans~ssions from the 
Soviet Embassy in :Mexico City for November or December ·1953 End. 
that it may have pass.~d these to NSA for analysis. Did NSA re­
ceive t''r.es e transrnis sioQ.~--Q~ .. ~nY ... ~~a!":.~.~J..s s ~ons -re le.""'.1 ... ~~ ~ to the 
~~~in_atiq!J._~npuig? Di_d_it 21Jj!.J.vze them? Wn_at_J·7er~t ... h; r=-

~u_lt_~c;:if _}._ts c:.nalysi-S!? · · .. 

4. t.~"' 2-r:=. ; n· ... e.-res te~ J. n 1 ec:.rni no- ... ·ne e...,.t0~ ... o.::·· ':is ... -, s rolo_ · \, - - _ - L - ........ ... _ -J. -L 0 L..... .. .. -:.. L- .L 1, .. """\ in 

assisting in the investigation of the assassination. In that 
·con;:"?.ection, plec:.se inforn rj_ig_C_Q~itt~~-~f.e_~xtent of NSA f; 1 os · 
:celati-::.g to the 2._$...~_?.:.s_si__Q..c;.t.i.o.n. ~l_gc:.se provi_ge the staff o~ th.e 
Cci~"2Tt.te·e·-·2·ccess to those files. Please t>rovide the staff -with 
a su~~..::J····a-.E-all j.~form_~tio;- NSA develop.ed-·f"rom Cl~b2.n or so,riet 
--~~s~,-s:o~- re1-~;-~ ~o t"n= --s-ssi~a~i.·o~ l...i..c.o.., ,.._~ .l.. •• ::. -C:.'--··~ 1... • - c:.::. c:. -"· I.. ~-· 

5. ·we. '='.::.v: bee.n i.~fcru.~d that after the assassi7'-2..ti0:-L r.~e. 

Cub 2.n g::r."e :-n:r:en t iL;.5 true ted ·its embassies a.nd ccr~sulate s to re-· 
tt..:.rn a.l~ files on Os-..;ald to Cuba .. Wb.2t inforiilati_on does NSA 
h;:;.v.:= o.,.., ;.;::.ether sue:~ instructions ~::re issued? 

6. I:-" cc::..-..ectiori • .. :ith the ans:.;:rs to questions 4 2.::1C 5, ple2se 
i:"'..dic2:::: -•. :h.i:ther s::.c°;;. !iiateri2l was tJrovided the \·Ja.rre:1 Cor=i..issicn 
~:.d pia·"--:.c:~_Qg,iei·-c;-~ ~Ti-=a:9.i.~e11_t_s evf9eP;_c;ing ~hat fact. 

We ~o~ld.appr~ciate receiving i response to 
as soo:i as possible a:-id to e:....-pedite this inquiry 
a copy c;f this ·letter to Hr. Foster of NSA. 

!:he.se que.stio~s 

•.. 

cc: Fra.:.1.k Foster 

I·"' ? .r •. : .· I ) : ....... ~ Li -;.·1 .... ! ; . 

' , ' ft IQ! r 'llt> c·-·. ~ I:~ J( I. ,·; u I 

Sincerely, 

Alton H. Qua.nbeck 

. .I 
·\ ~ 

·. 
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De~: Ge~ercl Blake: 
. . . 

u. s_ A. Fv 
_# • • , 
r ~ . 

. -'-'.-':-1./ • • 

In :-~2::.:!rd t.J Dr. T;J:-dcll0 1 :1 :-eq~e::.t, t?10 HLlt1:;n:.l 
S cu:·1t:t /1;;e.:;.cy l!l a•Jtll;;..!•lzccl t-:> ~:e~~, f·Jr .. 1t:; fllc the !' .Jllvuin3 
ph~t0~r~;h!c ~~~le~ 0r 1tc~3 ~h1ch h~7o bee~ ~~ed bf th~ 
C:,;~;.:;~!.:,:i. l:l !t:.; 1..!'~':E::\t·1~ntion: 

( l) Cui:!.:ii!;:Jion Exh!.blt 31 

(2) Cu:.:=!.=:~ ion ~~hib!.!.: 15 

( 3) C·J=_-:J.::;::.lc.:1. .c:..~ ... ri:b.!. t. }n!! 
~ . 

( !.;. } C-J!:.!:1isslo:1 EAhl~H 18 

..... . ( 5} '7'-i)e' "rl t .. =-n "ver.:. • ~"1. --J.L ., ... _.. .,,)J.-- of Cci:::::i.1s~lun.E.:.chiblt 

. •. 

{6) ..... .B·. I . 1tCi!l3 J.-2, J.-6 .l' • . 

. {7J . P. B. I. 1t~~~ 137, 152 

· Th;?.:1k you fo"/:' the coope::":a t1on :i.nd as!.la ton:::c you 
.l:nve re:nccrcd ~1•~ C:n::t:l:;.:i1or,. 

. ........... 
··~ 

.·~--· 

; ... ;,c 0 -"'l' 
o.l.J.·• ~ ... "' :! .• 

J. Lee Rankin 
Gc~~r:il CCJan!lel 

····.-

24 

H:- • Bt:t!'~in 

l·!:. llillc:::is 
2-U-. ·1.:osk 
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.t 

. ~-

.. "' ·. 

. .. 

- ... r, 
. "·\\!\ 

j: l I 



·~:. 

"t • ~ 

-~ ··~· .,.....,,..,_,,.~~~,,...--........... ------------------------------~ ..... .,.,...,.,.. ..... ,......,..,, ..... .,..,,..,.,,~~111; 2 tl";!EXEMPTT ~-!,, >•'': 
;·".J-'····4·~· ... 
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·~· .· EXEMPT . . . . 

~;.:'.. - ~' ftfltl!.~ "'·~~ ... -.. ~I'("· ..... t J:"/ .. 4: • ·-vitliail!l"f .. jg·t 
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_ Ji~ · ... 1~ :t;:~:t .,.,.:··~; !::-.. l"!·r,:~n 

·"llill\X-1!-'l'.:1~ ·r-~, t'7.•: r· .i. 
e.:r·c:~,, .. ,. \!'~· 1:· 1~ ~ ,, • ~: :r• 
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