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May 7, 1952

KEMORANDUM FOR DESIGNATED AGENCY MEADS
(SER ATTACRED DISTRIBUTION LIST)

FROM: Robery €. Damus ﬁﬁ£>
sting General Couvnsal

SUBJECT: Proposed Executlve Oxder Entitled Disclosurs of
HMoteriale Concerming the Asssesination af
Prepident John F. Kennedy®

Attechad iz @ propesed Executive order eatltled "Bigclesurs
£ Matexials Concerning the Assassinstion of President John F.

¥ennedy,

It was preparsd by the Departwent of Justles, in accordancs
%ith the previsic .z of Exscutive Order Mo, 11030, &as smsndsad.

On behelf cf the Dirscter of (e Offles of Hanagement and
Sudget, I would appreviete recelving any comments you may have
cenesrning this proposal. 12 yeu have any comsenti ey
*bjections, they should be receivsd no later than close of
business Shursday, Mey 7, 19%2. Piesgs be advisad t¢that ageacies
that de not respond by Lhe May 7, 19%2 deadline will be recordsd
38 not objecting te the proposal.
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ents or inguiries may be submitted by tele
= J M=, Bess Weaver of thls office (Phone:
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Thank you.

Attt nte = Ristribution Tise
Propased Zxecutive Order

ol o Grady
iw Gibsan
"anet Hale
tim Murr

anl Haodgol:
" Conwgr
I
Fova ~a ¥ =4

Tom Szully
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EXECUTZVE ORDER

D o &=

DISCLOSURE ©OF MATERIALS CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION
CF PRRSTDENT JOHN ¥. KENNEDY
By the autherity vested in we as President by the
Conztitutien end the lews ef the United States of Americe, &nd in
erder to ensure thé% the Americen people have oxpeditlous aecens
to materials concerning the asssssinatien of Prasident John F.

Rennedy, it 1§ hereby ordered as follews:

Bactien L. efipnitiong. TFor purpeses of this erdec:

(s) “Agency” means an Bxecutlive sgency as dsfined in §
D.3.C. § 8582(%).

{t) “A-Bassinetion meterisl® means & racord or particuler
irformaetlon therein that partains to ths essassinstion of
President John F. Kennedy or to the inveetigatlens thereof &.4
thet hag not bessn made svailable to the publle prier to the
effective date of this order, but such term does not Ilnclude;

{1) any racerd or pavticuvlsr informsticn theredin thal
pertiains solely te perscnnel matters or other administraetive
zI{fa. '8 of the Presidant s Commigsion én the Assassinativn of
‘resident Jehn F. Kenneiy (the Warren Commission) or any other
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{2) any materialsg irncluding the autopsy materisls,
lunated by the Kennedy fanily te the Nationsl Archives pursuvant

te a deed of glift regil-tipng access to those materiels; or
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(3) any resorg er perticuler informatien thereln the
gisclosure of which is prohibited by federal lav.

(¢) “Recorgd” wmeans a book, paper; map, photegraph, wmachine
readable materfsl, or other decumentary material, regardless of
phyrienl form ar characterieties.

(d} “Review Penel” muans the Interegency Review Panel en

Jdehn F. Kennedy hssassinstion Meaterlals sscablished by pection

2(8) of thisg erder,

Bec. 2. Interegency Review Pansl gp Jebn P, Kenpedy

Assassinstion Materisls.

{a) There is hereby esteblished an interagency panel te be
krown s the “Interagency Reviaw Penel on John F, Kenngdy
Aasassination Materiels.” The Revicw Pancl shell be compesed ci

the following officers or their designees:

[

(1) vhe Attcrney Generals

(2) the Secretary of State;

{3) the Secretary of ¢he Treasurys

{¢) the Secretacy ©f Defenser

(2) %'= Director of Central Intelligence:

(0} the Aszisteat to ©he President for Naklenal
Security Affairs. ﬂ

(b) 1ne Rev’aw Panel ghall establish such procedurss es acwm

recessary to discharge the duties asuigned te it by section 4 ol

this order.
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Bes., 2. Heview spd Disslesvure by Agensiss.

(8] Within 80 Beyo ef the cifective date ©f this order, ea:h

agency ehall review 611 essessination meterisls in 1ts custedy
end shalld, in ececevdapes With meetlion 6 ef this order, diselosw
such materlels unless the sgency determines in wrlting that such
dleclosure reasonably could be expected to:

| {1} threaten the natienal seseurity, militaxry defense,
Antelligence or Jaw @nfovrcement Operations,; Or cCoOnguet ©% forelsn
relatlone of the United Stetes;

{2} eonstitute & clearly unwarranted invaslen of
privecy of a living person who hes not sgreed te such dlsclosupa;
or

{3) endenger the life or physical safety of sny persar,

{b) 1f an agency hee reasonabls ssuse te beljeve that any
sssassination materials in its custody centain infermetiocn that
eriginated with another agency, itlghallg before diselesing such
materials, consult with the originsting agency. Such materlale
shall, in sccordance with soction 6 of this aréer, be
disclossd uniess the originating agency objeets im writing <o
such disclosure on the grounds specifigd in suwbsection (a) ef
this sectien.

(e} All szssssinatien meterisls net disclesed pursusnt Lo
Aubsectiens {a) or (b} vf Lhilz sectien shall bs made available Lo

the "eviaw Panel,
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Bae, 0. Revisw apd Disclgavrs k
Banel .

{a) The Review Panel ghell rxeview @ll essassination
materials wade avalileble te 4t pursuent to sestien 3{ej of this
erder and shell, In asccovdance with sectien ¢ of this orxdox,
disclese such materiels undess It deberminegs tha® sush disclesuiw
would:

{1} threaten the natienal securicy, military defenss,
intelligence or lev enfercement operations, or venduct of forsiyn
relations ef the United SteRes;

{2) constitute & clgarly unwerranted invesion of ‘
privecy ef a living person who hse not agreed te such disclosuri:
or

(3} endangeyr the 1iZe or ghyoleal gagéty ©f any pezser ,

(b) Upen completion of %8 review, the Review Panel shall

subzmit to the Precident a report concerning its sctivitiss.

Bee. 5. Redastion and Partlpl Disclosure. Sections 2 and &

of Lhis order ghall be constyued Lo reguire the disclosurs of ery
raasonably segregeble portion of any particular assassination
materlal afcer deleting the portions thet would othervise prevent

.

disclesure of suech materisi.

Bee, €. ITIrsnsfer $o Archivist. When an ageney or the

Review Punel dewermines that certain assassipacion materials

should be disclused pursusnt to section 3 or 4 of this oxder, i




BEhald trsnsfer such meterlials ok legible ceopiss therecef te the
Arehivist of the Upited Stastss, who Bhadl, wunder Buch proecadures

@8 he shall esteblish by xagulstion, disclese them ©o the gensexul

publie.

Bee. 7. Lopflices with Other Bxacuviva orders. This erdey

shall, with respect to sssaspinatien materisis as deginaed Iin

vecelon 1{b) of this erder, supersede all eiher Executive erdeys

concerning the classificetion ond safeguarding of notlieonsl

security information,

8ee. 8. Judicial Review, Nothing in this order snell be

tonstrued te create any right or benelit, substantive er

precedural, enforeoable by a party mgainet the United States, it
2geneies or imstrumentalities, 1ts orficers ow employses, or any

3

othey persen.

Boe. ®. Effserive Date. Thisz ovrder ghall become erfective

on . , 2992,

ToTe, A0 AEy
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DISTRIBUTION LIST

HBonorebhle Willlam P. Bagr
Unitod Gtate=s Avlorney Gensesl

Honoreble Nicholas F. Brady

Secyetary
Deparesent of the Treasury

Honorable Richard B. Chengy
Seeratary
Department of Defense

Honorable James &. BarRey
Saerekary
Departiment of St

Honerable Bdwevrd J. Deswinski
Secretary
Department of Veterans Affalrs

Honoreble William K. Webster
Dirsctar
Central intellligence Agency

¥r. F.cherd 6. Austin
Adcinistrator
Generas Serviess Administraticn

Honogreble O n ®¥. Wilson
Archivist of the Unltesd Btages
National Archives and Records Adwministratien

Honorable Cnarles Kolb
Deputy Assistant ©o the President
for Domestiu Policy

Honorable LT6. DBrent Scowcroft {(Ret.)
Resslistant te the President
for Hatienal sSecurizy affairs
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