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Dedication

Lightship Sailors were a special breed of sailor who risked their lives in unimaginable danger during
horrendous weather and fog to maintain the light and aids to navigation in order to keep others safe.
During the days of Lightships;

The U S.Coast Guard described Lightship Duty as their most Hazardous Duty of that Time Period.

Lightships no longer sail the seas, but their contribution to maritime heritage is so rich that no matter
where you look in #aworld, the mention of Lightship service brings respect and pride to those whom
have been served by their unselfish dedication.

In researching this book, many have been most helpful and I thank them all for their friendship, time,
effort, knowledge, wisan and support. Special thanks go out to shipmétesds in the USCG

Lightship Sailors International Association, INdSCG Historians Officélso, themanyUSCG
Veteransfor their many calls, correspondence and photos.

Of cour se, Ig raanrdd& ta t fheerrg e tBamyt hol omew fAiPopod Lord
boy growing up next door to my grandparentos ot
|l ove of the sea. APopo had s ai ledsdlingashpeaunol t he w
Queenstown (Cobh), County Cor k, Il reland in the

voyages carried him around Cape Horn several times and over the wrecks of at least eight hundred
ships and the graves of over ten thousand sailors.t&aght me my knots, how to splice and how to

pack the seams between the planks of my small rowboat with oakum using a chisel and mallet to make
it water tight Above all, he taught me a respect of the sea. He passed on long before I joined the Coast
Guard,but his memories stayed with me while at sea.

To the forgotten heroes who served on these little red Lightships, these all too short pages are
respectfully dedicated.

SEMPER PARATUS



FOREWORD

When | started research on this book, my sole purpose was to provide a fully accurate and detailed
accounting ofmy two years aboard the RELIEF LA78/WAL-505 However, in my ongoing

research and conversing with some in the nroautical community, | was costantly being asked

many of the same type questions;

What is a Lightship? What does a Lightship do? What kind of men sailed aboard them?

Unfortunately, a number of people are not aware of Lightships and their contributions to maritime
history. | am takng a moment to add a very brief overview on Lightships.

Lightships;
The little red ships that spent more time at sea, and sailed less miles, than most ships of their era.

American Lightships

What is a LIGHTSHIP?

Between 1820 and 1983, the U&vernment established 113 Lightship stations on three coasts and
on the Great Lakes. 179 Lightships were built in the United States. In 1909, the heyday of the United
States Lighthouse Service (USLHS duties were transferred to the U.S. Coast Guard,ith&839

were 51 Lightships (46 on the eastern seaboard and 5 on the Pacifi¢ @oasdjion in the United

States.

The little Red Lightships were often called floating Lighthouses. They were stationed where it would
not be practicable to place a Lightise. Some were anchored in shoal water, with soft sandy bottoms

or treacherous / shifting shoals, where the sea is sure to run high, and the tossing and rolling of the
round bottomed craft rough seamakes life upon it harsh, cruel and miserable. Tdreyalmost

always farther out to sea than the lighthouses, and the opportunities for the crews to get ashore to their
families are correspondently few@ihe isolation these men had to cope with was intense.

In heavy storms their decks are awash, andntiegiors are sometimes in shambles and wet; the

flashing mast light beacon, instead of being at the top of a firm dry land lngbdusetower, is

perched on masts over which the spray flies with every wave. During long days and weeks of heavy
storms here is no possible way of escaping from the ship, brin§ing supplies or mail aboard, and

the crews are as shut off from the world as thdagjhgmaroonedn a deseedisland.

Lightships were also anchored in busy shipping channels, or wherevemeaeeds dictated. Fog,

ice floes, collisionssevere violent storm®sulting in sheer terrat timeswere some of the dangers
Lightships and their crews faced. When the weat
mountainous seas withi er ce winds that drove other ships t
way, duty demanded Lightships to remain at anchor on their dangerous designated stations. For you
see, as an aid to navigation, other maritime forces depended on the fikeoh pdshe Lightships

Radio Beacon, Flashing Light Beacon, and Fog Horn to help them find their way.

Lightships served in the days bef@atellites and GPSThe developments of Satellite Navigation and

GPS Technology signaled the end of the Lightshap e



Quite often, ships would home in on the Lightships Radio Beacon (sometimes steering directly at the
Lightship) to get a Afinal t r-oceanibwyagejonuseditasaf or «
landfall on their way back to port. Oftenetdefenseless Lightship, anchored and incapable of

avoiding a collision, paid the ultimate price for remaining in this hazardous and vulnerable position.

Among the more famous and significant United States Lightship Stations was AMBROSE Station.
It wason AMBROSE Station that the 2 @8CG Lightship, RELIEF LV 78 / WAL 505 while

relieving AMBROSE Lightship WLW613 was struck and sunk as the3 8 8§93 @reen Bay homed in
on her radio beacon in dense fog, and zero visilmhit4 June 1960

INFORMATIVE DATA RELATED TO LIGHTSHIPS;

The Regulations of thelLfs avi ng Service of 1899, .TAisdedtianlofe VI ,
the Regulations remained in force after the creation of the United States Coast Guard in 1915.
TheUSCGadopted the followingn their Instruction Manual of 1934#aragraph 28, page 4

AThmanualsays youbve got to go out; it doesndt say

In the era from 1820 thru 1983, historical documentation shows;

Over 10 U.S. Lightships have gone out to sea and have not come back...

They were lost to storms, ice and collisiokst famous wad\Nantucket Lightship 11Wwas rammed

and sunk by liner SS OLYMPIC with loss of 7 creen Also, one was sunk by a Germarb&arine

in 1918, another by Confederates in 1862.

Official Records show th&37instancedhave been documented where Lightships were bexivift

or dragged off statioby severe weather or moving imsulting in loss of life.

Well over 55 LIGHTSHIP SAIORS have been lost at sea.

Records indicate;

Many otherLightshipsii s u f f er e d ma jcallisiongdaadstcangs get nianageite ur vi ve 0.
150 serious collisions resulting in major dam:
There were frequent minor bumps, side swipes and near misses...

Historical Documentation shows:
In the 25 years prior to the sinking of RELIEF 78/505 on 24 June 1960 on AMBROSE Station.
nNAMBROSE Station Lightships haedobrashesswbdbth d

13 September 1935, Ambrose Lightship LV 111, was ramened
damaged by the Grace Line vessel Santa Barbara.

13 January 1950, Lightship LV 11
Fog by an unidentified vessel, and lost a spare anchor and
suffereddamage to her radio antenna in the collision.

28 March 1950 (11 weeks later), Lightship LV 111 was rammed
and her hull punctured by the Grace Line vessel Santa Mdrhiea
collision occurred in a dense fog.

AMBROSE Lightship LV 111 13 September 1935 New York Times photo

Bonus; LV111i her final days were in South America;
http://www.uscglightshipsailors.org/lightships/remaining/Status3DecommissionedUSCGLightshipstra
nsferredtoTwoSouthAmericaCountriesUpdatedJUNE2015.pdf



http://www.uscglightshipsailors.org/lightships/remaining/Status3DecommissionedUSCGLightshipstransferredtoTwoSouthAmericaCountriesUpdatedJUNE2015.pdf
http://www.uscglightshipsailors.org/lightships/remaining/Status3DecommissionedUSCGLightshipstransferredtoTwoSouthAmericaCountriesUpdatedJUNE2015.pdf

END OF AN ERA,;

In 1983 the last U.S. LIGHTSHIP weighed anchor and sailed back into port and into history.

Modern maritime technology through the use of Light Towers, New Large Navigation Buoyé¢ B 6 s ) |,
Satellite Navigation and GP#ds to navigation are but some of the replacements for these great ships.
Of the over 179 U.S. LIGHTSHIPS that sailed the sias) 1820 thru 1983, only aboub are left.

Of those, about 11 or 12 (mostly in maritime Museums) stand the best chance of survival. The
remainders are endangered and are in various stages of deterioration.

For more information on Lightships, here apeng great United States Lightship resources;

The USCG Lightship Sail or s(AkKAlsSB)oci ati on I nternat
An association of Lightship Sailor Veterans and Lightship buffs who are dedicated to keeping the
memories of ALI GHTSHIPS and their CREWSO histot
preserve the memories of their creasdhelp save these historic psjAnyone may join the LSA.
www.uscglightshipsailors.org Information and membership applicatianailableon website.

USCG Historians Office

U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters

2100 Second Street SW

Washington, DC 20593
http://www.uscg.mil/history/cutters/WLV/Lightship_Index.asp

AUTHORS ®NOTE

Note; Lightship Stations were manned by dedicated Lightships with the name afitrewstitten in

big bold white lettering on their red hulls. Periodically, these ships had to return to port for
maintenance and major overhaul purposes. In their absence a RELIEF Lightship with RELIEF spelt
out on her hull would take their place. The REE Lightship wouldnanthe designated station for a
minimum of 68 weeks, sometimes longer depending on the port requirements of the station Lightship.
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PROLOUGE;

When writing the book ACol | i si oandainkinghbeREDIEFt he t 1
Lightship WAL-78 / WAL-505 on 24 June 1960.

| heard from a number of other Lightship Sailors interested in the story. Some of whom suggested |

add in, not alone my memories and photofsthe shipto the book, but some of others as ivel

| took all this into account and decided to Kke:¢
with a sequel to follow to incorporate all these additional memories and photos.

The following pages contain that sequel.

For those thhti bave nta®edaGp the pages in the |
to include them again for those that have not read the book yet. The pages will quickly change as we
travel back in time to life aboardthe REEF 78/ 5051 n These pagsptoede futrd 0 6 s .
generations a feel for what life was like aboard a USCG Lightship.

After some discussion, a decision was made by myself and family, not to publish this sequel
manuscript but rather to donate it to the USCG Lightship Sailors Associatioternational, Inc.

the USCG Historians Office, the National Coast Guard Museum Association, the National
Lighthouse Museum, and have it posted on their Web Sites. The LSA and USCG Historians Web
Sites have become a wonldide destination source for thoseeking factual, informative and first
hand Lightship and Lightship Sailor History.

We will startt h e A Sby gewiad tliedescription of the RELIEF 78/505 directly from the USCG
Historians Office and therphotos of her from 1904 through 1958.

Moving forward, we willfirst visit our memories andhen travel back to our Home Port of USCG

Base St. George Staten Island, NY. The base was housed on a very historical area, and we will take
a quick peek at its earlier occupants, and into its curretatus.We will then continue on to the four
Lightship Stations we relieved over this two year period, plus a bonus or two.

Enjoy,

J. F. o0Jayé McCarthy



The following historical description of RELIEF Lightship L\A\78 / WAL-505,
courtesy of the USCG Historians Office;
http://www.uscg.mil/history/cutters/WLV/LV78.asp

VESSEL DESIGNATION: LV 78/ WAL 505

YEAR BUILT: 1904

BUILT AT: Camden (NJ)

APPROPRIATION: $90, 000

BUILDER: New York Shipbuilding Co

CONTRACT PRICE: $89,030

SISTER VESSELS: LV 79, 80, 81, 83

DESIGN: Steam screw; steel hull; 2 steel masts with wood spencers; stack amidships; small wheelhouse ahead of foremast
LENGTH: 129'0" (loa); BEAM: 28'6"; DRAFT: 18"; TONNAGE: 668 displ

PROPULSION: Steamone compound surface condensing engine, 16 and 31" bores x 24" stroke, 325 IHP: e fire

boilers 9'3"dia x 16'4"long; propeller 7'9" dia; max speed 10 knots; also rigged for sail

ILLUMINATING APPARATUS: Cluster of 3 oil lens lanterns raised to each masthead
FOG SIGNAL: 10" steam whistle; hand operated bell

CONSTRUCTION NOTES - MODIFICATIONS - EQUIPMENT CHANGES & IMPROVEMENTS:

-1905: Completed vessel delivered by contractor

-1906: Submarine bell signal inB&al

-1906: Wireless telegraph equipment supplied, installed and operated. by Navy

-1915: Equipped with 375mm acetylene lens lanterns mounted at each masthead

-1917: Radio equipment provided and installed by Lighthouse Service

-1919: Steam siren added @rial 10" whistle retained)

-1922: Radiebeacon installed

-1926: llluminating apparatus converted to electric operation

-1934/35: Repowered with 600 HP GM geared diesel, 7' dia propeller, max speed 8 knots; auxiliary systems converted from
steam to diesel

-1945: Fitted with search radar

-1954: Listed with 2 500mm lens lanterns, 15,000cp; air diaphragm horn (Leslie 17" typhon) and AN/ &kidr.

-Radio and visual call sign NNGT (194®60)

STATION ASSIGNMENTS:

19051942: Relief (3d District)

19421945: Exanination Vessel, WWII

19451947: Scotland (NJ)

1947-1960: Relief (3d District)

(19421945: Based at Staten Island; used as examination vessel in 1st and 3d Coast Guard Districts, no armameént provided

HISTORICAL NOTES:

-1905: Mar 2, delivered by contractto Staten Island Depot; fitted out and supplied.

-1905: May 425, relieved Cornfield Point; May 2Jul 5, relieved Brenton Reef; AugSep 16, relieved Fire Island; Sep
16-Oct 4, relieved Scotland; OctZB, relieved Brenton Reef.

-1906: Wireless telagph equipment supplied, installed and operated by Navy Dept; submarine bell signal also installed
same year.

-1906: Apr 16May 23, relieved Overfalls (DE); JunJul 25, relieved Sandy Hook; Jul-2Qug 28, relieved Fire island;

Oct 10Nov 14, relieved Canfield Point; Nov 231Jan 2, 1907, relieved Nantucket Shoals.

-1907: Apr XJul 11, relieved Fire Island.

-1913: Jan, while relieving Cape Lookout, parted chain and adrift; regained station using spare anchor.

-1913: Jul, while attempting to transfer mail topassing steamer CITY OF ATLANTA, the 5 lightship crewmen

manning the whaleboat were drowned when run down by the steamer

-1915: Apr, equipped with two 375mm acetylene lens lanterns, with clock and cam controller in engine room which in turn
applied battey power to a solenoid gas valve in the lantern at each masthead. This arrangement allowed setting any flash
characteristic on either or both lanterns; as necessary to relieve any station in the District.

-1960: Jun 24, while relieving Ambrose Channektation, was rammed and sunk by SS GREEN BAY.

1C


http://www.uscg.mil/history/cutters/WLV/LV78.asp

RETIRED FROM LIGHTSHIP DUTY: 1960;AGE: 56
SUBSEQUENT DISPOSITION:
1960: Jun 24, while relieving Ambrose Channel station; rammed and sunk on station by steamer GREEN BAY.

COMMANDING OFFICERS: LV 78 / WAL 505

19141918: Sidney Ellis, Master

?-1914: Frank Tilghman, Mate

19187: Harry Hansen, Master

19191920: Hans Swensen, Mate

19207: Peter M Lied, Mate

19547?: BMC Maxwell Fulcher, OIC

(?)19571958: CWO2 (BOSN) W.A. Wicks, CO; BMC Maxwell Fulcher, XO (to 1957)
19581959(?): CWO1 (BOSN) G.R. Brower; BMCM Louis C. Carter, XO (39959?)
19591960: CWO1 (BOSN) Joseph Young; BMC Joseph E. Tamalonis, XO (was OIC on the night of the collision as
Young was on leave.)

VIEWS of RELIEF LV-78 / WAL-505

The following pages contain some views of
RELIEF LV-78 / WAL-505 from her early pre-construction
1904 drawings, to the last official USCG photo taken in 1958.

11



Pre-construction drawings for LV 78 and her sister ships 79, 80, 81, and 83 built in 1904.
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RELIEF LV 78 undated photo circa 919 U S nghthouse Serwce photo
She was Steam screw; steel hull ; 2 steel mast s
wheelhouse ahead of foremast. Wooden decks and housing, most of the interior 02 deck was also
wood. LV-78 started her career as a steam (coal burner) pdwéip; max. speed 10 knots. At the
time she was launched in 1904, sail was still the most popular and dependable source of power.

RELIEF LV 78 14 July 1936 u. S nghthouse Serwce photo
Moored at USLHS Depot St. George Staten Island, NY
Note: The 2 extra masts have been removed, her bow has been straightened, and she also has new dec
housing. She had been repowered in 1934/ 35 wit!l
max speed 8 knots; auxiliary system converted from steatiesel. It is probable that the above
physicalchanges were made during thi&34/35 ime frame. The open hatch on her port side had been
used for bringing coal and supplies aboard.
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RELIEF LV -78 / WAL-505 anchored orunidentified Lightship Station ci
USCG photo taken from a Navy Blimp.
Note; skiff just aft of motor life (whale) boat starboard side. By the time | came aboard in 1957. The
hatches on both sides had been welded shut for safgtgsesand the skiff and its davits wegene.

rca 1955

T C— .
,—“__ -

< e

RELIEF WAL -505 photo 1958 USCG Official Photo, no #
Anchored on Ambrose Station, taken in same time period as next photo.

14



RELIEF WAL -505 photo 1958 USCG Official Phot¢ 3CGD021253603
Taken from twin engine USCG plane, whilecaoredon Ambrose Station, & York
Watchingpar e t he 3 men on deck, Ray Do6urbano, E

15



MEMORIES;

Crew and Lightship Stations relieved ; April 1957 through April 1959

Authorsénote; While doing research for this book, | stopped at the National Achieves in Washington, DC.

I requested the AOriginal Deck Logso for the Relief
April 1959. The time hadspent aboard the ship. Whatlreeeid wer e t he AOri ginal Dec
time period from January 1957 through December 1958. No later deck logs were available, and one can only
guess that they were still aboard the ship, and were lost when the ship was sunk on 24 June 1960.

| copied some of the logs and made notes from the others.

During my two years aboard the Relief 78/505, | took over 100 photos. After developing, | would record the
scene on the back of the photwound 1960] purchaseé photoalbum andook what | hadpreviously
recordecdbn the back of the photos, added my memaiekplaced that infmation alongside the photo in the
album.

| utilized the two above sources to assist in recording my memories.

The AOriginal Deck Logs 0 an dwomgain gouroes obdatasl timesmocations, h  n «
names and activitie§Vithout thoséi me mo r y ngtes,dghgre is o way | could rember all the many facts

from over 50 years agbl o w, keep in mind, my memories dmawranot be
half century later.

Color photo takemluringthe 16 Februaryi 31 March, 1959
Time period on OVERFALLS. ightship Station.
From the collection of Jay McCarthy

U.S.C.G. RELIEF LIGHTSHIP LV-78 / WAL-505
Year Bui lt 1904 é Sunk 24 June 1960
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CREW LIST

During My Time Aboard, from 26 APRIL 1957 thru 23APRIL 1959
By James F. fAJayo McCarthy

CREW LIST:

QinC:

WICKS, B. A. CHBOSN, W-2 Crossed Over the Bar
Relieved on 19 MARCH 1958 by ¢

BROWER, G. R. CHBOSN, W-1

XO:

FULCHER, Maxwell BMC Crossed Over the Bar
Relieved on 17 JULY 1957 by é

CARTER, Louis, C. BMCM Crossed Over the Bar
THRUSH, Raymond, L. ENC Crossed Over the Bar
BURBAGE, Edmund, L. (Lee) BM1 Crossed Over the Bar92January 2009
MITCHELL, Nolan D. EN1

FIFE, Wilbert SD1 (Temporary Duty)

BAGLIO, Frank F.

BOGARDUS, D.F.

BOISMENU, R.T.

BROWN, Edward J. (Ed)

DALOMBA, Virgilio

D6 UR B ARaYmond, F. (Ray)

FAIRFULL, Ralph E. (Bud) Crossed Over the Barz000

FITERMAN, David T. (Dave)

FLORES, J.A.

GROBER, Stanley G.

HARDWICK, Clayton M.

KUHN, Blaine I.

McCARTHY, James F. (Jay)

McFARLAND, Harold E.

PIERCE, Bobbie R.

QUAIL , Robert W. (Bob)

QUINN, Edwin

ROBLES, Jose

SMITH, J.P

SULLIVAN, Charles D. (Sully)

WILSON, G.L.

Many of the above crew came and went during my time abbatdall ratingsare shown, or current, astings
changes were constar@ome ratings changed even as | left the ship.

The above list is noted to the best of my research and recollection. | might have missednsesiél did, |
apologizeWhenever | became aware of a crewmands passing
Quite often, while berthed at Base St. George, we would take aBaagpersonnel on a temporary basis while
some of the regular crew took leave time. Worked out good for us, and worked out good for the base. As a
number of these men were awaiting orders for their next duty station or school, it provided the base with a place
to temporarily assign these men,

17



STATIONS RELIEVED:
By U.S.C.G. RELIEF LIGHTSHIP LV-78 / WAL-505

26 APRIL 1957 ¢é | Reported aboaratU. FEdastElkardBasg3t.t shi p
George, Staten Island, New Yoflheship had just returned a week earlier, from relieving CORNFIELD
POINT Lightship Station off Old Saybrook, Connecticut.

DATES: ASSIGNMENTS:

04-30-57 thru 0608-57 AMBROSEChannel Li ghONewhvorp St ati oné

06-08-57 thru 0616-57 Berth ASGeorgBaldYe St .

06-16-57 thru 0727-57 SCOTLAND L i ght s hi pSan8y Hoak, New J&rsey

07-27-57 thru 0820-57 Base St. George, SINY

08-20-57 thru 0830-57 BREWERS Shipyardprydock # 5, SINY

08-30-57 thru 1012-57 Base St. George, SINY

10-12-57 thru 1227-57 CORNFIELD POI NT Li ght sOldSpybr8ak,L£T.i on é

11-27-57 thru 1207-57 Base St. George, SINY

12-07-57 thruQ1-19-58 AMBROSE Channel Lightship Statién New York

01-19-58 thru 0127-58 Berth AS0O, Base St. George, SINY

01-27-58 thu 0313-58 SCOTLANDLi ght ship Station, € Sandy |

03-13-58 thru 0429-58 Moored Port side to CORNFIELD Lightship at Base St. George, SINY
CORNFIELD Point Lightship Station Discontinued, December 1957.

04-29-58 thru 0608-58 AMBROSE ChannéLightship Statioe New Yor k

06-08-58 thru 0614-58 Moored Port side to CORNFIELD Lightship at Base St. George, SINY

06-14-58 thru 0726-58 SCOTLAND Lightship Statioé Sandy Hook, New Jersey

07-26-58 thru 1129-58 Berth AP0, Base St. George, SINY

11-29-58 thruQ1-10-59 AMBROSE Channel Lightship Station New York

Above ASTATI ONSO Assignments were obtained from r ec:c
National Archives, Washington, DOn 8 August 2008 NO AL OGS0 d a tthest listedabee t han
were availableWe can only presume they went down with the ship, when she was Rammed and Sunk on
AMBROSE Channel Lightship Station, 24 JUNE 1960.

The following are from my recollections:

01-10-59 thru 0216-59 Base St. George, SINY

02-16-59 thru 0331-59 OVERFALLS Lightship Statioé Lewes, DE.

03-31-59 thru 0423-59 Base St. George, SINY

23 APRI L, 1959 ¢é | Departed PRHL IBEFR alGoagttSussdh i p L

Base St. George, SINY and was assignéldetm-Active USCGReservesatus

Current Status (206) of the Lightshipsthat were on theStations we Relieveduring this time period:

LIGHTSHIP # STATION NAME CURRENT STATUS

WLV 613 AMBROSE (NY) Renamed NANTUCKET (1) Privately
owned,by Bill Golden owner ofVLV-612 inMA.

LV 87 / WAL 512 SCOTLAND (NJ) Re-named, AMBROSEAcquired 1968, by
The South Street Seaport

LV 118 / WAL 539 CORNFIELD (CT.) Re-named, OVERFALLSOwned by
OVERFALLS FoundationLewes, DEE on Exhibit

LV 605 OVERFALLS (DE.) Re-named, RELIEFOwned bythe U.S.
Lighthouse Society, Sdhr anci sco, CAé on
Please click omttp://www.uscqglightshipsailors.org/lightships/remaining/STATUS
15USCGLightshipsRemainingUpdatedJUNE2015.pdf
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USCG Lightship RELIEF 78/505 andotherphotos and memories;

In the following pages | hope to share memories and photos from the time frame dated 9 5 0 6 s .
| would like to take a moment and share with you nmtroduction into the US Coast Guard and
then later share my memories while serving aboard the RELIEF 78/5@5two years from 26 April
1957 thru 23 April 1959with antidotes and photos from my collection;

We will focus on CG BSE St. GEORGEand AMBROSE, SCOTLAND, CORNFIELD and
OVERFALLS Lightship Stations.

Not alone will I be usingnmemories anghotosfrom my collection, | will be utilizing the memories
and photos contributed by others.

| will briefly startwiththeaut hor 6 s i ntroduct i onhebhmovdoh®theJS Co a:
memories and photos of the RELIEF 78/50%his section provides a unique glimpse into life aboard

a US Coast Guard Lightship in thhewsitag e 19506s.
approxi mately 11060 e asarlaseolthe dddeAMBROSELhtship Station

location, and all other USCG Lightships are no longer on active service, these padeprovide

future generations aview of what a Lightship was, anghat life was like aboard a USCG Lightship.

Introduction;

In my senior year of high school, my next door neighbor on City Island, NY was Jack Hartigan.
Jack was on active duty with the USCG and was assigned to the Sandy Hook, NJ Life Boat Station.
While home on leave, Jack recruited me into the USCG Reserve.

Active Reserve;
24 February 1955, at age seventeen

| was assigned to the Organized Reserve Training Unit Port Security (ORTURG3 08New
Rochelle, NY. Each Friday evening, we had training, drills, and ongoing instructions on all matters
concerning a USCGR Port Security Unit. | went through boot carGp@e May, NJ in the summer of
1955 and two weeks of summer training in 1956 at Groton, CT.

In June of 1956 | was hired into the Bell System, working as an installer of telephiicleing
Equipmentat New York Telephone Company Central Offices in NY@ #dre surrounding ardar the
Western Electric Company (AT&Tand taking college courses at night.

During this time the draft was still in effect, and the USCG required an eight year military
commitment. Two years of active reserve duty, two yearstofeaduty and four years of inactive
reserve. For those that enlisted for four years of active duty, they then had four years of inactive
reserve remaining.

By the spring of 1957, after two years of active reserve duty, | decided to Makeasy Leaveof
Absence from AT&T in order to fulfill my two year commitment of active duty.
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Active Duty;

23 April 1957, Tuesday; at age nineteen

My active duty orders had me report to US Coast Guard Base St. George Staten Island, NY. Over the
next few days, | was temporarily assigned to the base while my orders were being processed.

My naive thoughts were that since | was in a Reserve Port Seduitt | would naturally be assigned

to Port Security Duties somewhere. The officer that greeted me and received my orders obviously
(along with the USCG) had a different plan.

26 April 1957, Friday;

That same officer that had greeted me on Wednesday now gave me my new orders.

At 1300 today | w&s damd groe pdoormtn aboo aBred tthhei REL I E
LV-78/ WAL-505 forfi 8aDutyo. Being from New York, | had heard,@nd was familiar withite
name AMBROSE Lightship but | had never seen a Lightship

In addition to that, fil was going to sea. | was stunned!

| shared with the officer that | was not sure what a Lightship araghat it di¢® He took meutside

the Administration builSindHeamsdaipglgi Mtsede d dhvan tr
with the white |l ettering RELIEF on her side? TI
and is anchored in one assigned locatonThat 6 s your new home! 0

Report aboard RELIEF 78/505;

26 April 1957, at 1300, | reported aboard the RELIEF 78/505 for duty.

Maxwel | Ful cher, a seasoned old school Chief B¢
months away from retiremennet me at the gangway, took me down below and assigned me a rack

and told me where | could stow my sea bag.
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Chief Fulcher then took me aft to the Ward Room to meet the skipper, B. A. Wicks, CHBGSN, W

Mr. Wicks gave a short welcome aboard tathd tme the ship was sailing early next week to relieve
AMBROSE Lightship Station. Mr. Wicks then i ssuc¢
ACompensatory Leaveo i mmediately. I |l ater | ear:
earned comgnsatory time off. | was given 4 days immediately, to fit in with the crew scheduling.

e -

LIBERTY PASS USCE 4-26=87
LAST NAME—FIRST NAME—MIDDLE INITIAL CARD NO.
MC CARTHY, James F.
SERVICE NO. GRADE—RATSN =
2045- 837 S. J Rz
ORGANIZATION—INSTALLATION—BASE £

RELIEF LIGHTSHIP (WAL-505)
T%‘%ﬁstandq

515 D ING OFFICER
BiAWIC SN W=} . OinC

DD FORM 3451 Apr50  REPLACES WDAGOFORMS?7 ANDS. NAVPERSFORM 507 |
GPo  16—02331-1  AND CG FORMS.2518 AND 2792 WHICH MAY BE USED. ~

.E ARMED FORCES | SERVICE DATE ISSUED
|
?

| was told to report back to Base St. George at 0730, Wednesday morning 01 May 1957, and to report
aboard the 18006 Buoy Te 83 The FIREBUSHMWIl RdviBeU SH ( WAGI
transportation for you and other RELIEF crew members returning from compenieaive, she also

will bring supplies and fresh watand fuelout to the RELIEF Lightship.

First impressions;

Chief Fulcher seemed to growl when he spoke anct
another AReser vi sttbatlwhsindgond toughntimaioves thesngxt thiree enbniths. g

Mr. Wicks on the other hand, spoke in a nice manner, seemed sincere in welcoming me aboard and
impressed me from our brief meeting as being fair, but left no doubt that he was the Captain.
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Out Bound Voyage to Station

NThe ship was cheered, thaarbor cleared,
Merrily did we drop
Below the kirk, below the hill,
Bel ow the |1 ghthouse

The Rime of the Ancient Marineri Part One
Samuel Taylor Coleridge, 1798
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Outward Bound - 1%. trip out to Station;
0730, 1 May 1957, Wednesday;

| reported aboard the CGC FIREBUSH (WA@GB3), met a couple of the returning RELIEF crew, and
sat down for the long 2 %33 ¥z hour trip out to AMBROSE Station.

As we traveledhrough the narrows and into Lower New York Bay, the seas were calm, but as we
traveled farther east in Ambrose Channel heading out to sea, | noticed the winds and seas picking up.
By the time we got out to the RELIEF, we had about 6 foot seas. The ttee'lIREBUSH was not

happy, and kept grumbling that Lightship Sailors were a bunch of liars when reporting sea conditions
to the buoy tender before she left port. At the time | had no idea what they were talking about. Later |
learned, if you radioed ia true sea conditions report when it was just a little rough, then the buoy
tender might not come out, you might miss your leave time, fresh food and mail. So, we fudged it a bit.
Of course, if it was really so rough that it was dangerous, we wouldiradioaccurate sea conditions
report.

1806 Buoy Tender, CGRI3)bridédvilaB USH ( WAGL
USCG Official Photo

A wet welcome aboardé

When we finally reached theembroseLightship Stationand after the FIREBUSH tied off astern of the
Lightship, she passed over a water hose and started pumping fresh water onto the BEAEF

had seen pictures of ships being resupplied at sea. But, this was a scene | had never personally seen
before.

A 266 motor whale boat from the RELIEF came al ¢
outgoing mail. The incoming mail bag, groceries and whatever other supplies, were loaded aboard. We
donned the life jackets from the men that had just coreg and then we boarded the small boat. At

this point, | realized that | was the only one still dressed in my uniform and pea coat. Everyone else

had changed into work clothes and stored their uniforms safely away from the crashing waves.
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The man standipat the tiller in the stern was Lee BurbagmBwaiis Mate1®. Class He was

barking out orders and everyone complied for it was going to be a wet and dangerous trip back to the
Lightship.

It was my first journey in an open small boat this far ogeta, to say that | was scared and in awe of
everything going on would be an understateméfgreceived a constaseaspray on our faces and at
various times waves would break over the rails. The bilge pump would kick on and off dependent on
the amount ofea watetakenaboard With the good steady hand and seamanship of Lee Burbage, we
came up alongside the RELIEF. At times, the rollers were so high they would take us up to a height
almost equal with the deck of the ship.

Bur bage s ai dwastitooHeavy isthead seéas, Boone have to lessen the load before she can
be hauled safely aboard. o He ordered al/l but t
| adder By this time a Jacobsds tbhgpdddBurbagead b e e
yell ed; AMcCarthy, when we ride up on the next
scamper up that | adder as fast as you can. o0 Ke:¢
had never gone through an ordeal likethis f or e . Now | 6m being ordered
ladder anchustteu p ont o the deck. | had heard of and se

purpose, but | had never actually seen one, much less climb one in rough seas.

Burbage yelled for me to jump, I di d, I |l anded
sea that held on for dear life rather thammediatelyclimbing up the ladder. Of course Burbage was
shouting at me to move, but it was too late,rtbgt wave rolled in and soaked metapmy thighs Got

my dress shoes, my dress blues and the bottom of my pesoe&atgwet | scampered up the ladder

and crawled onto the deck. Needless to say | received a very loud and not so warm welcome from
BMCMa x we | | Ful cher who screamed at me and told
help to him. By the time Burbage got the small boat aboard and secured, he rdaideddd a hard

enough timeand just saidii We | ¢ o me a b o a rLightghip 805 a&RtE Ld eE&F0 .

This was my introduction to Lightship Sea Duty!

Authors note; Shownbelow isa photoofthats a me 26 6 mot or whal el®oat ir
years laterDecember 1958nd readyo pull away from the shifor weekly transfer to Buoyender.

amsasas

e

i

.
~

o
In the bow isBobbie Pierce, sitting on engine covefs.R. Brower, CHBOSN AL, our Captain, and
in the stern] . F. AJayo McCarthy, (author) handling ¢t}
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Conti nui n g of Ve MaCarthyeg s 6

As | search back through long ago memories aboard ship, | think of the good times, the not so good
times and also the moments of sheer terror. How do | convey my memories to the reader without
letting the bad override the good? | pondered this dilemma, and tih@mght about a book | read
recently, and a quote from that book;

fiIMemories shrouded in a wistful veil of time that made them bittersweet rather than patbedgan
to surface& Cemetery Dance by Douglas Preston & Lincoln Child

fiMemoriesbegan to surdced, indeed they did;

| began by recalling life aboard the RELIEF Lightship 78/505 and decided to start with my reporting
aboard at the age of nineteen. In the previous pages, | have shared this portion of my story with you. |
would now like to continuen with my memories by including photos from my personal collection and
adding antidotes.

As with all Lightships, we had our days of storms, interspersed with calm seas,snmtgice floes,
fog, intense isolationhporedom, and the occasional momeaftsheer terror.

At the time, she might have been an older ship, but she still was a dependable and sturdy ship. Riding
out Nor beast ers wa couldlasvfarydays, aith hugedragegiseas, Isanetienasd

well over30, 40+ feet, burying the ow, and the deck awash with boarding seas, then washing down

the deck towards the stern as the bow lifted again before being buried by the nexdmeageuld

hear and feel the anchor chain riding up and down and causing strainamchioe chaipawl. The

procedure would repeat itself over and over agamthe first day, everyone would continue to eat,

and the cook would place a dampened table cloth on the mess deck table, to keep plates and food from
sliding off. As the days of the storm continuedwier crewmen would be taking their meals, and

would switch to apples and saltindsdon't care what anybody says, if the storm was violent enough

and lasted long enough, almost no one was exempt from being sedl@itkeach side of the 02 deck

was a opentrough, in which sea water (leaking in through the anchor chain hawse pipe) would run
along and drain out the scuppers in the stern area. It always was a strange feeling to be lying in your
bunk (holding on so you wobavloldnhattion dfthe wvavesy and d o f f
watch the sea water traveling by below you in the trough.

Eventually, the seas would calm, winds would blow themselves out, and once more we would be
treated to another incredibly beautiful sunrise or sunset.

On the RELIEF 78/505 we had a crew of 16. The Captain, was a Chief Warrant Qffiter
Executive Officer, was a Boat swai nangngiheemane Chi e f
Chief. In addition we had 13 enlisted ratings.

At night only 2 men were onutly; the Deck Watch Stander and the Engine Room Watch Stander.

When | came aboard;

The Captain was, B.A. Wicks CWQ later relieved by George R. Brower CWO

The Executive Officer was, Maxwell Fulcher BMC, later relieved by Louis C. Carter BMC.
TheEngineering Officer was, Raymond L. Thrush ENC, Chief Thrush was still aboard when | left the
RELIEF in April of 1959.
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The WheelhousgBridge) wasthe hub of operations for everything aboard ship, except the engine
room. The deck watch stander, stoodakdtere and was responsible for maintaining the log on which
anything of any importance was noted. He monitored the radio and maintained communication with
the outside world via incoming /outgoing messages including sending weather reports of air/sea

: s conditions, temperatures, cloud formations and visibility
every 4 hours. The deck watch stander handled all of this,
plus monitored the radar and radio beacon. He was also the
lookout.

In May of 1957 on Ambrose station, | was standing the
2000 to 2400 watch when the out bound Ocean Liner
AStockhol mo, came so close to
crossing the Atlantic for Europe, | was able to look in the
stateroom portholes and see the passengers. | thought she
was going to collide with us, and soundeddkaeral alarm.

The AStockhol mdo had sunk the
4 - the year before, and that was fresh on our minds. The wake
g2 \ ) of the liner rocked us back and forth for quite some time
BR=AVTNW ~ L SEEE afterwards.
Wheel House with Radio & Log Station.
Note,tongue & groove planking
Winter mid Watch;

I was never as col ewaasc hsot a nmd idnng
to 0400) in the wheelhouse. The wheelhouse was a wood frame
structure, madwith a single tongue and groove plank type
congruction. With one side of the plank on the exteréaord the
other on the interior of thieulkhead.

There was NO insulation.

There was a very narrow radiator running horizontally about 2
feet below the port holes providing very minimal heat. The
freezing winter wind blowing across the open sea was only
slightly abated as it penetrated the wooden bulkhead, and the

| watch stander auld stand pressed against the radiator to gather
i whatever little heat was available.

Whenever | think 1 &m col d, I jus
| cold nights aboard the RELIEF on
remind myself that | 6ve been col

Note Radiator on bulkhead

Photos; Jay McCarthy collection
Authorgnote;
The wooden mahogany ships wheel depicted in the above photos was about four fant higis
originaltot he shi p. Since the RELI EF wlasctdngigslittvouldn 19
stand to reason that she would have a sailing ship type wheel. While standing watches during vicious
Nor 6easters in the Wheel House, Il woul d wrap m
maintain my balance. Since we didt have ateelbreakwater on the foredeck to divert boarding seas
before they slammed into the wooden Wheel House, | often would pray that a rogue wave would not
wash the Wheel House away. While the ship lay at armigtationthe wheel and ruddeuadrant
were fAdoggedo down ( secur edBinnaclestapdcostainegithe t hem f 1
compass wabehind the whedb the leftalsowasmade of mahogany.
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Daily Routine;

Quite often, duty on a Lightship followed a daily routine that fomtiost part was as normal as

anybody working on their regular job ashofiéhe difference came when we experienced time frames

of sheer terror and deadly hazards.

The crew was broken up into three groups that worked exceptionally well together. Deck,r&ogine

and two cooks. No Signalman, Yeoman, Electronic Technicians, Radio Man or other ratings were
aboard. All tasks were performed by the above three groups. In addition, if one cook was ashore on
leave and the other cook got sick or had to take emerdeany. A seaman would then do the

cooking;quite often a crewman would volunteer a recipe from hofnfavorite was Italian pasta

saucd rom the memories of an enginemends motherds

ﬂ
\4
<3
F
Wi

SUNRISE

A T On a normal day with good weather, if you
e werestanding the 0400 to 0800 deck watch,
Ll e ; you would be treated to a beautiful sunrise.

Depending on the time of year and station, a lobster
boat, on its way to work its traps, would pull alongside and throw today's newspaper (the lobster boat
crew would have read it on the way out) onto our dethkey never stopped, just a wave and a shouted
friendly greeting. Their generosity was greatly appreciated by a Lightship crew that now had today's
newspaper and a connection to what was happening in tthé Wghat a treat!

SUNSET

Later in the day would be the daily maintenance
tasks, drills, inspections, etc., followed by standing
the 16:00 to 20:00 deck watch, where you would be
treated to an incredibly beautiful sunset.

On other days, thi®g would be so thick you couldn't
see the stern from the wheel house.
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PART ONE;

USCG Base St. George Staten Island, N.Y.
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USCG Base St. George Staten Island, N.Y.

Formerly the US Lighthouse Service Depot for the Third District
1 Bay Street St. George, Staten Island, New York

During the time period of 26 April 1957 through 23 April 1968erved aboard the
RELIEF LightshipLV-78/ WAL-505. CG Base St. Georgeas our home part

RELIEF 78/505 is shown here, moged side to Cornfield Lightship {M8/WALp o ¢ | 4 6 S NI
a2YSUAYS 0S06SSy WFydzZ NBE YR WdzyS moppy® [ Siad
oHT Q [/ D/ {436 ib gh@®mv in backroundnote the many buoys on opposite pier
http://www.coastguardchannel.com/ceghin/content/show_photo.pl? r=1043
collection of Gary Hathorn on his waydaty onCGC Courier
Photo was taken fronthe elevated walkwayor the Staten Island Ferry

Also, in the distance to the right, looking south towards the future Verra2ésmoows Bridge (which is not

visible in photo), are covered civilian piers serving the many freighters that docked there.

Bobbie Pierce shared withe, that one day out of curiosity; he walked over to those civilian freighter piers to
see what was inside those covered areas. He said the piers were covered with a roof; three sides were
enclosed, and divided internally into sections with the front op@the freighters for easy loading and

unloading. From what he observed, they contained bales of cotton and feed. That would explain why they
were covered and not fully exposed to the elements. Bobbie also said the feed storage areas had huge rats in
them. Once he saw the huge rats, he decided his curiosity was satisfied and to end his tour.
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AT LIRS
IR LR S

# Z = : : TEFEaS
USCG Base St. George Staten Island; Bate 6 LJ2 a4 a A 0 & photoegchphar Qrknbwn
Source dNationalLightiouse Museurd  LJ I Y YAy 3 LINE Udgpd/hafionaldhtiduiemiSeum.org/

A |l ot has changed since my days at Base St. George
Most of the buildings have been demolished to make room for the Staten Island Ferry Maintenance Building in
the area nearest to the Ferry Terminal (towards the left), only five remain. Of the 3 piers jutting out into the
harbor, the Ferry Maintenance todkand only the one on the right (shown with the Coast Guard Cutters)

remains. Outside the base, the freighters and their piers adghhare all gone.

The site ofthe US Lighthouse Service Depot / USCG Base St. George Staten Island, NY has a wny long
important historical placein the Nautical Community.

The following overview, is courtesy of theginalda b I G A2y € [ ATJKIK2dzAS adzaSdzyé x
planning proposal pamphlet;

Pre 1671: The area was part of the Lenape tribal lands.

1671-1701: Duxbury Glebe (Dutch farm)

1756-1763: French & Indian War, British encampment.

17751786: Revolutionary War, British encampment.

17991863: Revenue Cutter Service and Quarantine Station.

18631867: US Lighthouse Board / Revenue Cutter Service.

MmycTtY {AGS 06S02YSa !'{ [A3IKGK2dzAS . 2FNR ofFdSNI ! { |
along the East Coast. It becomes central headquarters for technological research and is home to lightships,
buoy tenders and supply vessels.
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http://nationallighthousemuseum.org/

1930-1966: The US Coast Guard takes over the Lighthouse Service. Site becomes major USCG base.

1966: US Coast Guard moves to Governors Island and the site is virtually abandoned.

19871992: Many of the historic buildings are demolished as the Staten Islamg fReaintenance facility is

built on part of the site. (The two piers and area closest to the Ferry Terminal are now used for Ferry
Maintenance).

MphdyY ¢KS aAiGS Aa aStSOGSR Fa GKS Fdzidz2NB K2YS 2F (¢

HAngY dbl (A ya dza g dkYEK (. K2 dERlisifdedSnitieite i parNdi 2009, thus ending

a 10 year effort to preserve and showcase this very important piece of Nautical Hidtwxever, he demise

was very short lived, as thi@he National Lighthouse Museamvas revived and hascontinued the struggléo

get this site open as a dedicated Lighthouse Museum ditee aftermath of 911, the downturn of the
economy, a number of other obstaclemd the severe damage caused by the 2012 Hurricane Sandy has only
causednumeroussetbacls for thiswell intentionedand much needd Lighthouse and auticalMuseum.

On the approximate 10 acresnly five historic buildings remain, along with one 850 foot pier.

Year
Built
1864¢ Barracks building, is on the National Register

1867¢ Original Lamp Shop, is on the National Register

1869¢ Administration building, is a NYC Historic Landmark
1 Isboldly detailed granite and red brick office building (now painted) and one of the few surviving
examples of the French Second Empire Buildings designed by Alfred B. Mullet during his tenure as
supervising architect of the Treasury. Sourbép://www.preserve.org/stgeorge/cg.htm
There is also a small unidentified one story building behind the Barragkln8nistration buildings. It is
believed that the six underground oil vats are located in thiseetgtl and overgrown area.

1907¢ New Lamp Shop building

1912- Machine Shop building

The remaining open space contains a public plaza.

The rich heritage experienced by the thousands of Coast Guardsmen who were stationed

passed throughCGBaseSt . George i s demonstrated by ,their
LSA, CG Historians, Coast Guard Channel, CG Cutter, etc. asadious otherrelated websites.
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08 June 19571 16 June 1957;
Saw us moored to berth 06 StogoingBoatsoaelieSda Scotlape statiog.e , S|
The followingp hot 06s are from t he Jakenduringtiiskime/fameMc Car t hy

RELIEF 78/505Fantail Frank Baglio, FN
Backgroundjs theelevated walkway tthe Statenisland Ferry

s

Portside of RadieaconShack view towards bow Starboard side of RadBeaconSha
Note; Pulling Boatno engine, just oars and sail) Note Motor Whale Boat

- v ¥ 2

T RO \ : v
ck view towards bow

RadioBeacon, Iocéte ih Re{dib Beacﬁhackas shown above
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20 August 1957 - 30 August 1957
Phot o6 takethwhile atw
BREWERS Shipyard, Dry-Dock #5, Staten Island, NY

-

Stern View

Bow View
As | recall, during the sandblasting of the hull, several plates were penetsuiéithg with holes belothe
engine roomTheseplates werereplaced, and the remainder of the hull was very thoroughly inspected.
The ship was 53 years old at/thwda‘,h her original hull.

—

'''''

L-R, Virgilio Dal omba, Ray Do6éurbano & autt
April 6, 1958- Awaiting Easter Sunday dinner aboard, on the mess deck in Base St. George
Note; the standard 1904 issue wooden louvered compartment door, behind thakiskamghe right.
Photo; from the J. F. AJayo McCarthy ¢
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Whenever we returned to Base St. George, any number
To name just a few;

Engine overhauls / repairs, etc.

Radio Beacon, Radar, RadiorBition Finder, and our Radio, all had inspections, upgrades and testing.

Once a year, flake out anchor chain & main mushroom anchor on pier. Clean, inspect and paint.

Once a year, have a dockside crane lift small boat onto dock. Inspect, repair assteapded,paint & repaint.

Once a year, utilize float, clean, inspect, chip loose paint & rusted areas on hull, and repaint entire hull.

Misc., other repairshroughout the ship.

Masts were generally inspected & painted at sea, as were boat davits lahdwsog.

A number of tasks could be done either at sea or in port. Sometimes, tasks started at sea, continued at the base.
| recall starting to paint the passageways white while out at sea, and completing them at Base St. George. We
used oil based paiiviack then, and Lee Burbage BM1 had us add a tube of blue dye to each gallon of paint. It
kept the white paint from turning yellow on the bulkheads. | had never heard of that before, but it worked!

A top priority task in between returning to podnd leaving again. Several of the crew would sign a car out of

the base motor pool and drive over to the Brooklyn Navy Yard. There, we would return and sign out movies. No
VCRO6s or DVD pl ay e prgector,and gobdookl éashibred nsovies & red to wadch at sea.

Some of memories that | can recall;
Weekend Liberty;

Being from New York City (City Island, up in the N/E Bronx) on weekend liberty, | would generally go home,

as did most shipmat es t h a PittsbhurgdDelédware, INewJersey, apstate New e | (ol
York were some examples.

Our old (1904) ship was loaded with cockroaches, as were most of the other older ships. No matter how you

tried to get rid of them, you were fighting a losing battle. On my first visitdy | unknowingly brought some

with me in my ADitty Bago (small handled zippered
made me empty the bag out on the front porch and s
Lightship cockroaches in her house.

Depending on what time liberty started on Friday, sometimes if possible, | would meet my father at his work,
and get a ride home. My dad was Superintendent of Transportation for the Surface Transportation Company
(provided busservice for Manhattan & the Bronx) and his office was on thdl@or of a bus garage on
Amsterdam Ave. & 128 Street in Harlem. | would take the ferry over to Manhattan, then the subway up to
125". Street. | would then walk across 25t.,and tten up Amsterdam Ave. to the Bus garage. My dad had a
dry sense of humor, and would someti mes say whil
people as they saw me in uniform and tri endthet o f i
RELIEF Lightship. We would drive home, often stopping for something to eat and a beer. | w4sdhet

of five kids, and it was nice to spend quality time with my dad...

e
gur

On weekday liberty;

We would hit the local watering holes; | can ordyme mber t he ABay Caf ®0 up the

took the ferry over to Manhattan, went to the Bower
Village, and up to the Time Square athalmdbeénacan r ec:
Coastie.

Charlie Sullivan was from Brooklyn and we were always going back and forth about the Bronx being better than
Brooklyn, and Brooklyn being better than the Bronx. Charlie had a car, so one evening myself, Bud Fairfull

from Long Isknd, andafewneNew Yor ker s c¢l i mbed into Charlieds ca
Bronx and to my neighborhood of City Island to let them see what the Bronx was really like. We wound up in a

| ocal pub AThe CI| ubod, eabeersawthanks fobserving but countnyi Maker of fact, i w  f
was hard to pay for a drink that night. Charlie never had anything bad to say about the Bronx after that. I also,
was smart enough to cease any further negative comments on Brooklyn.
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On the wekends, we sometimes pulled 12 hour watches, again to give shipmates more liberty time;

One Saturday sometime in 1957, | had the 1200 to 2400 deck watch. Before | went on watch, | went up to the
Administration building anghicked up oumail. On the way back, | had my head down sorting through the mail,

when | passed an officéa LCDR)from one of the High Endurand®hite Ocean Statio@utters. He yelled to

me, fADondt you salute officer so? nlebyorewnbhi ménasbedinghi m,
a real stickler on regulations, I apol ogi zed, but t
ship I was off, I told him and he said | o6l be spec:
earlier. We were a s mal ICHBO5N, &1 ashhe Gaptain, & BMCas XOfandna n c 1
ENC as Engineering Officer. We also had a BM1 and an EN1, everyone else at the timé'wlasa &

below.

Normally on weekends, one of the Chiefs webbé the OOD, if for some reason one of them was not available,

than a . class would be the OOD. When | came back, | discussed the situation with Lee Burbage BM1, as he

had the duty. Lee assured me that he would handle things and just roll with whateaéd. Lee also said that

most of the deep water cutter officers had never been aboard a ship like ours. He said to take him through the
wheelhouse, down the ladder to the mess deck, and through the passageway back to the wardroom. In other

wordsgiveh m a tour; only dondét tell him itds a tour.

About 1400 | saw the officer approaching. He looked the ship over, came up the gang way, saluted the flag,
turned and saluted. | returned the salute, as he asked permission to come aboard. After grantsignpéemis

stated he wanted to see the OOD. | said, please follow me sir. | first took him into the wheelhouse. Burbage was
right, our ship having been built in 1904, was buil
Mahogany spoked wheel, Madmny Binnacle stand containing the compass, other mahogany woodwork, and

the simplicity of the ancient bridge. Next, | took him down the ladder to the mess (02) deck; his head was
swiveling trying to take in the two man compartments with wooden louvemd,deic. We then went aft down

the port passageway over wooden decks, along the way; he stopgezbaetted downhrough the grating

into the engine room which was completely visifh&® water tight compartmentfpm the 02 deck.

As we enteredthe Wad R o o m, I coul dnoét be sure i f he was more
Burbage sitting in a chair in dungarees, chambray shirt, and a cup of coffee in his hand and watching a baseball
game on the TV. Of course Lee stood and saluted. | exoogsalf and returned to the deck watch.

TheLCDR than asked to see the OOD, Burbage said, sir, | am the OOD. The cutter officer was incredulous. Lee
then gave him a brief overview of our limited command structure, offered him a cup of coffee, and gave the

history of the ship including how she started out in 1904 with 4 masts, 2 for sails, a coal burning steam power
plant, etc. By now, the cutter officer was completely enthralled with this ancient ship.

Eventually, he told Burbage of my transgression afsatuting him, and Burbage strongly assured him that he

would straighten me out on the proper protocol of passing an officer. Satisfied, the cutter officer left.

Later, Burbage told me that if | saw the cutter officer on the base again, | was to tuvth andugo the other

way. Lee Burbage was a big, tough Bo aréasenseiofhonor Mat e.
and knew the scare put into a young seaman by a confrontation with a cutter officer was more than enough
punishment. End of stpr

Sometime in late 1957, a new man came aboard named Bob Quail;

From what | can remember, Bob was an EN1 assigned to Base St. George; he got himself into some kind of
trouble on the base and got busted down to EN2. ENC Raymond Thrush knew Quageedéuat for him

with Mr. Wicks, and he got Quail a berth on our RELIEF 78/505. Bob was older than most of us young guys on
the ship. He was very active, seemed to be a nice guy who was always in motion. We soon learned that we now
had ouSgtRilken tily pe guy aboard.

Bob was a live wire, always was wheeling and dealing in something. He was a very good engineman, had a
ready smile & laugh, but the wheels in his mind were always turning. Quail seemed to know everybody on the
base and the buoy tenders.
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Quai l once told us of a fellow Coastie, whoancewe di
been a Lightship sailor (Barnegat 79/506, | think?), had no family in the area and the Coast Guard was his

family. He asked us to attend the fuemleand backyard reception afterwards. So, a bunch of us young guys,

passed the hat for wake/funeral expense donations, got in Quails car and drove out through, at the time, very
rural Staten Island (Verrazaiarrows bridge construction had just startexdhe funeral. Quail was right; we

and the other Coasties that attended were his famil
this event to show the compassionate side of Bob Quail and to share that the US Coast Guard is indged, a fami

to their own.

Other Bob Qualil stories that | can recall;

It was a weekday night in the winter and Quail said | know a bar that we can get pitchers of beers real cheap. So,
once again his young single followers jumped in his car and we drove ouatmeas Ft. Wadsworth, Staten

Island. Now remember, Staten Island was still rataghetime and unl ess you had a car
inland than St. George. We had no idea where Ft. Wadsworth was, nor the area surrounding it. We arrived in our
Dress Blue uniforms, liked the price of the beer and began to settle in. Some local girls appeared on the scene,
and we thought whadhit the mother lode. About an hour after that, some guys showed up, a few in Army

uni forms. We di dntifmoretshowed kp. Ehenythe humping startéd on the, dance floor,
comments were made about sailors coming into their bar and trying to steal their women. Things started to get
real serious as we realized that Quail took us to an Army bar next to Ft. Wddssame pushing and shoving
started, with a few |ight jabs thrown in. We were
As we barely made it through the door, we found Quail parked out front with the engine running just steps from
thebar door. We piled in the car and Quail quickly drove off as the Army guys pouretitbatbar When

guestioned where he was when things heated up, the older & wiser Quail simply stated; | came out to warm up
the car engine for a quick getaway.

Anothertime, | was standing the 1800 to 2400 deck watsheikplained earlieat times, we stood longer
watches in port, 6 to 12 hours, in order to give others more liberty time). A group of shipmates went out with
Quail to have a few drinks. After my watchjit the rack, and the liberty party had not yet returned. Around

0200 | heard them return, Ray Do6urbano (shared my ¢
among t hem. I didnét inquire if thekheadandweatbaglotwm d t i r
sleep.

Sometime during the very early morning hours, | must have rolled over onto my back and stuck my arm outside
my rack. | felt something warm very slowly dripping on my arm; | woke up to findRay b | oondnydr o p s
arm anchim groaning. It appears that during the evening of drinking, some includinggBasattoos. The big

event was Quail crashing into a light pole on the bus ramp of the Staten Island Ferry? What he was doing up
there, nobody could answer? Some men receivedrrmijuries, including Ray. As it eventually turned out,
nobody was seriously injured, I dondét recall i f  an\
would imagine that at the least, Quail received a traffic summons and might have kadsaoance problems.

No one to the best of my memory had any CG related problems due to this accident.

To show Bob Quails versatility;
In Iate 1957 he was selling bibles on the side. Hi ¢
why not give your mother a bible as an early Christmas present? | bought one and gave it to my mother before

we set sail, | inscribed in it Merry Christmisisom, 1957. | still have that bible, and my wife Barbara, updates
the bible with all the important birfldeaths, etc. events.

36



Some good memories stick with you through the years;
Edmund fiLeed Burbage BM1,;

As | recall, Lee, | would guess he was abdaibl26 at the time. On his last compensatory leave to his home in
Delaware, Lee had car trouble and had to leave his car behind in order to get back on time to catch a buoy tender
out to the ship on station. Upon our ships return to Base St. George, Leeaganiyesurprised to find his car

parked on the base. It seems his father had the car repaired, gave it a tune up, new tires, new brakes, and the
whole nine yards and drove it back up to Staten Island. For a struggling young serviceman, this was indeed a
great surprise and gift.

In retrospect, Lee deserved this gift. He always had a ready smile, and outstretched helping hand. He was tough,
but was very fairfi B o adughtme many things when | first came aboard, among them was how to flake out a
mooring Ine properly in overlapping figures of eight, which are more likely to uncoil cleanly, also how to make
Aimonkey fistso, used for weight when throwing a hee:¢
heaving line, plus much more. These lessongedtavith me for the two years | served aboard.

Lee was a good friend and sadly passed away@dar2uary 2009.

Edmu AfLeed Burbage BM1, on sternof RELI EF 78/

Photos; from the J. F. fAJayo McCarthy

My introduction tofi FozenChicken Pot Pi&

On weekends, generally both cooks would beloffnid-week, acook would ask the duty section, whaduld

youlike to eat over the weekend? They would then make sure it was available. | recall one Sunday
experimenting with a new fRomeembedi $shicalwlasdtmehil al ¢
microwave ovens and the fagtady toi h e a tmeals pwedareesd t o t oday, dmnddnashda e xi s
few potatoesdefrosted and placédh e i ¢ h i cikthenovep to heatfit upeThen placed itopof the

mashed potatoemnd thoroughly enjoyed.it

This was a fAnewo ful Iny tphreed arted 6f5r0ddzse n adids lwalsa ak gir
| had it on the ship, beforay family had it at home!
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19 March 1958, Change of Command held at Base St. George

WICKS, B.A. CHBOSN, W2
Relieved by
BROWER, G.R. CHBOSN, W

Mr. Wicks was promoted to CHBOSM/-2, and as such he had to leave the RELIEF 78/505 as its command

called for a CHBOSNW-1. Mr. Wicks next assignment took him across the docks at Base St. George for duty

on a buoy tender (donot recall it s Idseere Wicksapdbn he bec
the bridge as we rode out to station on his buoy tender from time to time. We always waved a greeting and

smiled from a distance, but never again had the opportunity to speak.

Personally;
For 11 months | enjoyed sailing with Mr. VK& | felt very comfortable with his confident leadership. Mr.
Wi cks didnot interface with the crew very much, as

good sailor, but | felt he could be stern at times and rigid in his command.

Isom | earned to | i ke Mr. Brower . Mr . Brower , | i ke Mr
demonstrated that he was a confident, knowledgeable leader and good sailor. However, | found Mr. Brower

much more open and relaxed in his command.

Both command styles reflected the personalities of each man. Under each man, morale was high; the ship
remained in excellerdonditionand in a full state of readiness to handle &@sk,storm or emergency.
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CG Base St. George was home port for many High Endurand@oast Guard Cutters
performing Ocean Station, Law Enforcement, and Search and Rescue (SAR) Dulties.
Some of the cutters | r32Camphbliecand WPG86;SpeBc2ry 6 f oot W
311 foot, WAVP-370McCullogh, WHEC - 371 Mackinac, WAVP-377 Rockaway & WHEGC-378 Halfmoon

3276 CGC B3Béncer W 31186 CGC HalHEC3M8on W
Photo taken from RELIF 78/50%00ring. Photo taken through Porthole of RELIF 78/505
Above 2 phot ofidlsayfor oMt QGahret hJy. cFo.l | ecti on, at USCG

WPG-32 CGC Campbell at Base St. George SINY WAVP-377 CGC Rockaway at Base St. George SINY
Photo by Don Seifert, USCG Cutter Campbell AssoSuspect 31don left is WHEG32 CGC Halfmoon .
http://campbellw32w909.0rg/index.htm1958 Note; US Navy helicopter taking off from end of pier.
CGC 65612 can be seen right foreground.
Photo by J.M. Bruce, July 1966
Sourcehttp://www.coastguardpics.com/id5.html
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Source of all of the following photos are by Jim Cronin USCG Cutter CamphgR Rictures taken at
Base St. George 1965http://campbellw32w909.org/Album_3 _Cronin_Pics.htm

#B-37, looking toward Ferry Terminal
St. George.

View towards Staten Island Ferry Terminal
elevated walkway.

Several unidentified buayenders in
foreground.

# B-41, Base St. George

View south to 2 cutters;

WAVP-377 CGC Rockaway closest
Possibly;

WHEC-378 CGC Halfmoon, farthest

# B-39, Bow of Campbell

Bow view of WPG32 CGC Campbell looking across
pier to FiveFathom Lightship LV¥108 / WAL-530.
Must have been low tide, normatlyelightship would
have been riding much higher.
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# B-40, Base St. George

View looking into Base St. George from the
Campbell, with 3 cutters in the foreground.
Far left on he other side of pier is an
unidentified cutter, tied to right side of pier
is WHEG378 CGC Halfmoon, and moored
alongside is WP&6, CGC Spencer.

Masts of unidentified Lightship visible on
far side of inner basin mooring pier. Farther
in are the building of old CG Base St.
George.

# B-35, St. George NY

A CG 40 foot Patrol Bodeaving Base St.
George enroute across harbor to Manhattan
after fueling up.

The 40 footer passesRELIEF Lightship

(Hull # unknown possibly WL\612? after
sailing east through the Panama Canal from
her last duty station, San Francisomored

to outer pier

http://campbellw32w909.org/Images/aCron
in_9.jpg

Photo by Jim Cromii
1966- Base St. George SINY

View into Base St. George from CGC
Campbelli AMBROSE Lightship WL\

613 straight ahead on far side of pier inside
inner mooring basin. Buoy Tender,-893,
CGC Firebush on right in front of
unidentified cutter. All other $ps in port

are unidentified.


http://campbellw32w909.org/Images/aCronin_9.jpg
http://campbellw32w909.org/Images/aCronin_9.jpg
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USCG Base St. George Staten Island, NY

This is another photo which appears to have been taken from the Staten Island Ferry Terminal walkway.
The view of the inner mooring basin shows, Ambrose Lightship&¥B{Berth S)
To the right of her is a 40 foot Patrol Boat, probably in for repairs at the Small Boat Repair Shop.
There are other unidentified vessels near the 40 footer.
Bottom of photo shows an unidentified Lightship, and to the left two unidentified Buoy Tenders
Moored together on the south main pier (1 of 3 jutting out into harbor) are the
OHTQ 8¢ [/IDD/ { LISYOSNE Ayo2l NR $BHAELGGRockawayk S LIA SNJ
DateA & dzy 1 y26yK vdzAGS Ll2aarotes az2YSGAYS Ay
1966, USCG aved from Base St. George, SINY across the harbor to Governors Island.

Photographeris alsounknowr? $urce dNationalLighbouse Museura  LJt | YY Ay 3 LINR L2 Al ¢
http://nationallighthousemuseum.org/
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There were also many Buoy Tenders, Tugs and various other crdftat called CG Base St. George home

Buoy (Lighthouse Service) Tenders

1 6 CGC OAK WAGL-239
1 Buoy (Lighthouse Service) Tender
Photo; Consolidated Shipbuilding
Corporation
Nov. 15, 1921 photo # 7440

Source; ourtesy of USCG Historians office

1 8 VAGL-393 CGC Firebush
Official USGG photo

Source; ourtesy of USCG Historians office

http://www.uscg.mil/history/webcutters/Firebush_1944.asp

Buoy (Lighthouse Service) Tenders, also based at CG Base St. George that | can recall in addition
to the Oak and Firebush, are the following;

17406 VWO3IEGC Artbutus
13106 WREGC Hickory
1016 WBO6EGC Beech

There might have been more, buése are all that | can remember.
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TUGS

As | recall, there were various Tug Boats coming and going from Base St. George

2 0 EGC TAMAROA (WAT -166);with a Black Hull circa 1960
Duties included Ocean Going Tug, Law Enforcement, Search and Rescue.
USCG Official Photo # 032042
http://www.uscg.mil/history/webcutters/Tamaroal943.asp

Above photo white with Racing Stripgource unknown USCGOfficial Photo # 91103-00A-002

Pictureon aboveright taken during the attempted rescue of sailboat SATORI on 30 October 1991,
Later on thenight of 31 October 199 TTAMAROA rescued! of the5 Air National Guard Helicopter crew that
crashed into the sea during the height of the infamioBse r f e c t off the New BEngland coast.
Authors Note:
During 19571959t he A TAMO wa Baseq $t.iGeoege 81NV, vehan wie returned to portuireJ
1960, she towed AMBROSE WL-913 back out to AMBROSE Statiaiter the RELIEF 78/505 was sunk

OtherTug Boats, also based at CG Base St. George that | can recall
11006 WY TALC Manitou

11006 WABTGEIC Navesink

11006 WY TGLC Mahoning

Thereprobably were more, but these are all that | can remember.
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Base St. George had a very active Small Boat Repair Shop.

| believe the boadizesranged fronmabout

2 6Motor Whale Boatsumpt9 56 Patr ol
Boats.Perhaps some were smaller, while

others werdarger, | guess it was dependent

on the needs?

View into Small Boat Repair Shop, Base
St. George

J.M. Bruce PhotpDate unknown

Source; courtesy of Dick Levesque
website http://www.coastguardpics.net

Buoy Boats

45 foot Buoy Boat 9 July 1959
undergoing repairs at

Base St. George Small Boat Repair Shop

Official USCGPhoto

Source; courtesy of Dick Levesque website,
http://www.coastguardpics.net

30 Footers;
CG-30520, July 1966 awaiting repairs at
Base StGeorge Small Boat Repair Shop

nnet QWD - Geiy

© ty30520

Delaware Lightship 116 / 538 in background.

J. M. Bruce Photo

Source; courtesy of Dick Levesque website,
http://www.coastguardpics.net
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40 Footers;

CG-40370 (wooden 40 footeand CG40398

at Base St. George (awaiting repaits

Base St. George Small Boat Repair Shop?)
Unidentified Lightship in background.

Possibly Ambrose WLV6137? Note; Navy type
spare anchor and steel Breakwater on forward
deck

11006 W88 TAL NavesinkTug) on left

J. M. Bruce Phot® no photo date

Source; courtesy of Dick Levesque website,
http://www.coastguardpics.net

44 Footers;
CG-44333, July 1966 awaiting repairs
Base St. George Small Boat Repair Shop.
Down from StatiorChatham, Cape Cod.
Unidentified Lightship in background.
Possibly Nantucket 112/534. Note; spare
mushroom anchor mounted just below
starboard bow rail.
Unidentified Buoy Tender in right
background.

J. M. Bruce Photo

Source; courtesy of Dick Levesquehsie,
http://www.coastguardpics.net

44 Footers;

CG-44333, July 1966 awaiting repairs
atBase St. George Small Boat Repair Shop.
Down from Station Chatham, Cape Cod.

Another viewof dock aredooking onto base
repair area, with small boats, etm dockin
various stages of repair.

J. M. Bruce Photo

Source; courtesy of Dick Levesque website,
http://www.coastguardpics.net




