





COMDTINST M5000.3A
4 MAR 1985

4. d. Appendix A to the 1980 Coast Guard Regulations, ''Statutes

That Concern the Coast Guard'" has been removed. APpendix A
s

will be replaced by "Coast Guard Legal Authorities",
(COMDTINST M5850.2).

5. AUTHORITY. By the authority vested in me by the Secretary of
Transportation, the United States Coast Guard Regulations,
1985 (COMDTINST M5000.3A) are issued for the government of all
persons in the United States Coast Guard.

Acsaziod, U8, Coast Guard
Commandant
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION TO COAST GUARD REGULATIONS

1-1

PART 1
General
1-1-1 Purpose of This Chapter

This Chapter describes the
general organization of the
Coast Guard as a background
for the remaining chapters of
this document.

1-1-2 Origin of the Coast
Guard

A. On 4 August 1790, Cong-
ress passed legislation that
authorized construction of
"ten boats" to enforce the
customs law of the new nation.
This legislation, in effect,
established the Revenue Ma-
rine, later officially mnamed
the Revenue Cutter Service,
under the Treasurv Department.
The Revenue Cutter Service was
combined with the Life-Saving
Service on 28 January 1915,
when President Wilson signed
the act that created the Coast
Guard. This act established
the Coast Guard as a part of
the military forces of the
United States, placed it under
the Treasury Department, but
authorized the transfer of the
Coast Guard to the Department
of the Navy in time of war, or
when directed bhy the Presi-
dent. (14 U.S.C. 1946 ed.
sec., 1). An act of Congress
in 1936 provided that the
Coast Guard "shall enforce or
assist in the enforcement of
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all applicable Federal laws
upon the high seas and waters
subject to the jurisdiction of
the United States.(14 U.S.C.2)
(Note: "upon the high seas and
water" is changed to "on or
under the high seas and wa-
ters" by a 1970 amendment (84
Stat. 304)). Reorganization
within the Executive branch
consolidated the Light House
Service in 1939 and the Rureau
of Marine Inspection in 1942
within the Coast Guard.

B. The Department of Trans-
portation Act of 15 October
1966 became effective on 1
April 1967. This Act transfer-
red the Coast Guard to the
newly formed department. (49
U.S.C. A. 108).

1-1-3 Authority for the Coast
Guard

The fundamental 1law that
governs the relationship of
the Coast Guard to the Depart-
ment of Transportation is the
Department of Transportation
Act as amended (49 U.S.C. A.
108). Notwithstanding the
transfer of the Coast Guard to
the new department, the Coast
Guard operates as a part of
the Navv in time of war or
when the President. directs.
(14 U.S.C. 3, 49 U.S.C. A 0R),
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PART 2

Senior Officers of the Coast
Guard

1-2-1 The Commandant

A. The Commandant is the
senior officer in the Coast
Guard.

B. All powers and functions
assigned to the Coast Guard or
the Commandant, under Title 14
of the United States Code or
any other law, unless other-
wise specifically stated, are
executed by the Commandant
subject to the general super-
vision of the Secretary of
Transportation. (14 U.S.C.
632, Reorg. Plan No. 26
(1950)).

1-2-2 The Vice Commandant

A. The Vice Commandant ranks
next after the Commandant in
Ehg Coast Guard (14 U.S.C.47

a)).

B. The Vice Commandant per-
forms duties the Commandant
prescribes and acts as Comman-
dant during the absence or
disability of the Commandant
or if there is a vacancy in
the office of the Commandant.
(14 U.8.C.47(a)).
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PART 3

The Coast Guard Reserve

1-3-1 General
The purpose of the Coast
Guard Reserve 1is to provide

trained units and qualified
persons available for active
duty in time of war or nation-
al emergency and at such otber
times as the national security
requires. (10 U©.s.c. 262,
33CFR 8.1).

1-3-2 Organization

The Coast Guard Reserve is
organized, trained, admini-
stered, and supplied under the
direction of the Commandant.
The offices of the Coast Guard

hold the same relation and
responsibility to the Coast
Guard Reserve as they do to
the Regular Establishment.

(14 U.s.c. 701).
1-3-3 Regulations

A. The Secretary of Trans-
portation prescribes regula-
tions for the Coast Guard Re-
serve that are necessary and
not inconsistent with Sections
720 to 746 of Title 14, United
States Code. These regula-
tions are subject to suspen-
sion by the President in time
of war or national emergency.
(14 U.s.C. 722).

B. The Secretary of Trans-
portation, with the concur-
rence of the Navy, prescribes
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regulations that are necessary
to carry out Chapters 11, 35,

39, and 59, and Sections 715,
1003, 1004, 1032, 1376, 2001,
and 2511 of Title 10, United

States Code (Armed Forces), as
they relate to the Coast Guard
Reserve, except when the Coast
Guard operates as a service in
the Navy. Regulations for all
reserve components are as uni-
form as practicable (10 U.S.C.
280) .
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PART 4
The Coast Guard Auxiliary

1-4-1 General

The Coast Guard Auxiliarv,
established on 19 Februarv
1941, is a nonmilitary organ-
ization that is administered
by the Commandant under the
direction of the Secretary of

Transportation. (14 U.S.C.
821).
1-4-2 Purpose

The purpose of the Coast

Guard Auxiliary is to assist
the Coast Guard:

(a) to promote safety and
effect rescues on and over the
high seas and navigable water
of the United States,

(b) to promote efficient op-
eration of motor boats and
yachts,

(¢) to foster knowledge of
and compliance with the laws,
rules, and repulations that
govern the operation of motor
boats and yachts; and

(d) to facilitate other op-
erations of the Coast Guard.
(14 U.S.C. 822)

1-4-3 Composition

The Coast Guard Auxiliary is
composed of citizens of the

United States, its territo-
ries, and possessions, who are
owners, sole or part, of motor
boats, vyachts, aircraft, or
radio stations, or who, be-
cause of special training or
experience, the Commandant
determines to be qualified for
duty in the Auxiliary, and who
are enrolled under the
applicable regulations. (14
U.S.C. 823)
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PART 5
Basic Geographic Organization

1-5-1 Coast Guard Geographic
Subdivision.

The geographic subdivision
of the Coast Guard's general
organization for the perform-
ance of its assigned functions
and duties 1is described in
this part. Special regions for
particular programs and oper-

ations are ©promulgated in
separate directives. (14
uv.s.C. 88, 89, 90, 92, and
632)
1-5-2 Areas

A. Atlantic Area

The Atlantic Area, with the

area office in New York, New
York, comprises the land areas
and the U.S. navigable waters
of the First, Second, Third,
Fifth, Seventh, Eighth, and
Ninth Coast Guard Districts
and the ocean areas that lie
east of a line that extends
from the North Pole south
along 95° W longitude to the
North American 1land mass;
thence along the east coast of
the North, Central, and South
American land mass to the in-
tersection with 70°W 1longi-
tude; thence due south to the
South Pole. These waters ex-
tend east to the Eastern Hemi-
sphere dividing line between
the Atlantic and Pacific Areas
that lies along a line that
extends from the North Pole

1-6

south along 100°E longitude to
the Asian land mass and along
a line that extends from the
South Pole north along 17°E
longitude to the African land
mass.

B. Pacific Area

The Pacific Area with area
office in Alameda, Califor-

nia, comprises the land areas
and the U.S. navigable waters

of the Eleventh, Twelfth,
Thirteenth, Fourteenth and
Seventeenth, Coast Guard Dis-
tricts and the ocean areas

lying west of a line extending
from the North Pole south
along 95°W longitude to the
North American 1land mass;
thence along the west coast of
the North, Central, and South
American land mass to the
intersection with 70°W longi-

tude; thence due south to the
South Pole. These waters ex-
tend west to the Eastern

Hemisphere dividing 1line be-
tween the Atlantic and Pacific
Areas which lies along a line
extending from the North Pole
south along 100°E longitude to
the Asian land mass and along
a line extending from the
south Pole north along 17°E
longitude to the African land
mass.

1-5-3 Districts

A. First District

The First Coast Guard Dis-
trict, with district office in
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Boston, Massachusetts, is com-
prised of: Maine and New Hamp-
shire; Vermont, except the
counties of Orleans, Franklin,
Grand Isle, Chittenden, Add-
ison, and Rutland; Massachu-
setts, except the water of
Congamond Lakes; Rhode Island,
except Watch Hill Light Sta-
tion; the water of Beach Pond
in New London County, Connect-

jcut; all U.S. Naval reserva-
tions on shore in Newfound-
land; the ocean area that is

encompassed by the Search and
Rescue boundary between Canada
and the United States to long-
itude 63°W; thence due south
to latitude 41°N; thence along
a line bearing 219°T to the
intersection with the ocean
boundary between the First and
Third Coast Guard Districts
that is defined as a line that
extends 112°T from Montauk
Point Light in New York State;
thence along this 1line to
Montauk Point Light.

B. Second District

The Second Coast Guard Dis-
trict, with district office in

St. Louis, Missouri, is com-
prised of: Arkansas, West Vir-
ginia, Kentucky, Tennessee,
Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska,
North Dakota, South Dakota,
Wyoming, Colorado, Iowa, and
Missouri; Pennsylvania south

of latitude 41°N and west of
longitude 79°W; Ohio and In-
diana south of latitude 41°N;

1-7

I1l1linois, except north of lat-
itude 41°N and east of longi-
tude 90°W; Wisconsin south of
latitude 46°20'N, and west of
longitude 90°W; Minnesota
south of 1latitude 46°20'N;
Alabama north of 1latitude
34°N; Mississippi north of the
southern boundries of the
counties of Washington, Sun-
flower, Leflore, Grenada, Cal-
houn, Chickasaw, Lee, Pren-
tiss and Tishomingo, except
that portion of the Tennessee-
Tombigbee Waterway south of
the Bayv Springs lock and dam.

C. Third District

The Third Coast Guard Dis-
trict, with district office in
New York, New York, is com-
prised of: the counties of
Orleans, Franklin, Grand Isle,
Chittenden, Addison, Rutland
in Vermont; Connectitut except
the waters of Beach Pond in
New London County; Watch Hill
Light Station in Rhode Island;
the waters of the Congamond
Lakes in Hampden County, Mass-
achusetts; New York, except
north of latitude 42°N and
west of longitude 74°39'W; New
Jersey; Pennsylvania north of
latitude 41°N and east of
longitude 78°55'W and south of
latitude 41°N and east of
longitude 79°W; Delaware, in-
cluding Fenwick Island Light,
but not including the reaches
of the Nanticoke River and the
C and D Canal; the ocean area
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that is encompassed by a line
bearing 112°T from Montauk
Point Light in New York State
to the Southern most point of
the First Coast Guard District
(39°00'N, 65°05'W) ; thence
along a line bearing 219°T to
the 1intersection with the
ocean boundarv between the
Third and Fifth Coast Guard
Districts that is defined as a
line that extends 122°T from
the coastal end of the third
and Fifth Coast Guard District
land boundary; thence along
this line to the coast.

D. Fifth District

The Fifth Coast Guard Dis-
trict, with district office in
Portsmouth, Virginia, is com-
prised of: Maryland, Virginia,
District of Columbia, North
Carolina and the reaches of
the Nanticoke River and the C
and D Canal in Delaware; the
ocean area that is encompassed
by a line bearing 122°T from
the coastal end of the Third
and Fifth Coast Guard District
land boundary to the southern-
most point of the Third Coast

Guard District (35°1R'N, 68°-
52'W); thence along a line
bearing 219°T to the inter-

section with the ocean bound-
ary between the Fifth and Sev-
enth Coast Guard Districts
that is defined as a line that
extends 122°T from the coastal
end of the Fifth and Seventh
Coast Guard District land
boundary; thence along this
line to the coast.
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E. Seventh District

The Seventh Coast Guard Dis-
trict, with district office in
Miami, Florida, is comprised
of: South Carolina, Florida,
and Georgia, except west of a
line from the intersection of
the Florida coast with longi-
tude 83°50'W due north to a

position 30°15'N, 83°50'W;
thence due west to the po-
sition 30°15'N, 84°45'W;

thence due north to the inter-
section with the south shore
of Jim Woodruff Reservoir;
thence along the east bank of
the Jim Woodruff Reservoir and
the east bank of the Flint
River up stream to Montezuma,
Georgia; thence to West Point,
Georgia; the Panama Canal
Zone; Puerto Rico and the Vir-
gin Islands; the U.S. naval
reservations in the islands of
the West 1Indies and on the
north coast of South America;
and the ocean areas that are
encompassed by a line bearing
122°T from the coastal end of
the Fifth and Seventh Coast
Guard District land boundary
of the National Maritime
Search and Rescue Region;
thence along the eastern and
southern boundary of the Na-
tional Maritime Search and
Rescue Region to the intersec-
tion with the offshore bound-
ary between the Seventh and
Fighth Coast Guard Districts
that is defined as a line that
extends 199°T from the coastal
end of the Seventh and Eighth
Coast  Guard District land
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boundary; thence along this

line to the coast.

F. Eighth District

The Eighth Coast Guard Dis-
trict, with district office in
New Orleans, Louisiana, is
comprised of: New Mexico,
Texas, and Louisiana; Missis-
sippi south of the southern
boundries of the counties of
Washington, Sunflower, Le-
flore, Grenada, Calhoun,
Chickasaw, Lee, Prentiss and
Tishomingo, and the Tennessee-
Tombigbee Waterway south of
the Bay Springs lock and dam;
Alabama south of latitude
34°N; Florida and Georgia west
of a line from the intersec-
tion of the Florida coast with
longitude 83°50'W due north to
a position 30°15'N, 83°50'W;
thence due west to a position
30°15'N, 84°45'W; thence due
north to the intersection with
the south bank of Jim Woodruff
Reservoir; thence along the
east bank of the Jim Woodruff
Reservoir and the east bank of
the Flint River up stream to
Montezuma, Georgia; thence
northwesterly to West Point,
Georgia; the Gulf of Mexico
area west of a line bearing
199°T from the coastal end of
the Seventh and Eighth Coast
Guard District land boundary.

G. Ninth District

The Ninth Coast Guard Dis-
trict, with district office in

Cleveland, Ohio is comprised
of: Michigan; New York north
of latitude 42°N and west of
longitude 74°39'W; Pennsylva-
nia north of latitude 41°N and
west of 1longitude 78°55'W;
Ohio and Indiana north of
latitude 41°N; Illinois north
of latitude 41°N and east of
longitude 90°W; Wisconsin, ex-
cept south of latitude 46°20'N
and west of longitude 90°W;
and Minnesota north of
latitude 46°20 N.

H. Eleventh District

The Eleventh Coast Guard
District, with district office
in Long Beach, California, is
comprised of: Arizona; Clark
County in Nevada; Washington,
Kane, San Juan, and Garfield
Counties in Utah; the Cali-
fornia Counties of Santa Bar-
bara, Kern, and San Bernar-
dino, and all counties south
of these; and the ocean area
bounded by a line from the
California coast at latitude
34°58 N (mouth of Santa Maria
River) Southwesterly to lati-
tude 24°15'N, longitude 134°
40'W; thence southeasterly to
latitude 5°S, longitude 110°W;
thence northeasterly to the
border between Guatemala and
Mexico on the Pacific Coast
(14°38'N 92°19'W) .

I. Twelfth District

The Twelfth Coast Guard Dis-
trict, with district office in
San Francisco, California, is
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comprised of: Utah, except
Washington, Kane, San Juan and

Garfield Counties; Nevada,
except Clark County; and the
California counties of San

Luis Obispo, Kings, Tulare and
Inyo, and all counties north
of these; the ocean area
bounded by a 1line from the
California coast at latitude
34°58'N (mouth of the Santa
Maria River) southwesterly to
latitude 24°15'N, 1longitude
134°40'W; thence northwesterly
to latitude 40°N, 1longitude
150°W; thence easterly to the
California-Oregon State Line.

J. Thirteenth District

The Thirteenth Coast Guard
District with district office
in Seattle, Washington, is
comprised of: Washington, Ore-
gon, Idaho, and Montana; the
ocean area that is bounded by
a line from the California-
Oregon State line westerly to
latitude 40°N, longitude 150°;
thence northeasterly to lati-
tude 54°40'N, longitude 140°W;
thence due east to the Cana-
dian coast.

K. Fourteenth District

The Fourteenth Coast Guard
District, with district office
in Honolulu, Hawaii, is com-
prised of: the State of Ha-
waii, the Pacific island pos-
sessions of the United States
south of latitude 40°N, and
west of a 1line that runs
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from 40°N,150°W through lati-
tude 5°S, 110°W; the ocean
area west and south of a line
that runs from position 51°N,
158°FE to position 43°N, 165°E;
thence due south to latitude
40°N; thence due east to lon-
gitude 150°W; then southeast-
erly through 1latitude 5°S,
longitude 110°W,

L. Seventeenth Disrtict

The Seventeenth Coast Guard
District, with district office
in Juneau, Alaska, is compris-
ed of: Alaska; the ocean area
that is bounded by a line from
the Canadian coast at latitude
54°40'N, due west to longitude
140°W; thence southwesterly to
position 40°N, 150°W; thence
due west to position 40°N,

165°E;, thence due north to
latitude 43°N; thence north-
westerly to 51°N, 158°E;

thence north and east along
the coastline of the continent
of Asia to the eastern most
point of East Cape; thence
north to the Arctic Ocean.

1-5-4 Sections

A. Greater Antilles Section

The operational area of the
Greater Antilles Section is
comprised of: The area of the
Seventh Coast Guard District
that begins on the northern
ocean boundary of that dis-
trict at 29°00'N,69°19'W;
thence along a line bearing
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122°T to the intersection with
the eastern boundary of the
National Maritime Search and
Rescue Region; thence along
the eastern and southern
boundary of the National Mari-
time Search and Rescue Region
to 15°N, 74°W; thence to the
southern end of tbhe republic
of Haiti-Dominican Republic
border, along the republic of
Haiti-Dominican Republic bor-
der to its northern end,
thence direct to point of ori-
gin. It includes Puerto Rico
and the Virgin Islands and all
United States Naval reserva-
tions within the boundries of
the Section.

B. Marianas Section

The operational area of the
Marianas Section is comprised
of the area within the rhumb
lines that connect the follow-

ing points: 0°00'N 160°00'F;
0°00'N 141°00'E; 3°30'N
141°00'E; 3°30'N; 132°00'E;
6°00'N; 130°00'FE; 21°00'N
130°00'E; 21°00'N  155°00'F;
27°00'N; 155°00"'E; 27°00'N;

160°00'E; thence back to point
of origin.

C. Far East Section

The Far East Section 1is re-
sponsible for operation and
administration of Coast Guard
Loran-C transmitting and moni-
tor stations and chains in the
Western Pacific. This 1in-
cludes all stations located in
Japan and its island posses-
sions, the Trust Territories
of the Pacific, and Korea. The
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Far Fast Section shall also
coordinate operations of U. S.

Air Force lLoran-C stations in
Korea.

1-5-5 Special Region (Furo-
pean Command)

The Furopean Command shall
comprise the continents of
Furope, Asia and Africa and
intervening bodies of water

hounded on the east by a line
extending south along the mer-
idian at 47°F to the northern
national boundary of Iran,
thence easterly and around the
boundarv of Iran to the en-
trance to the Persian Gulf,
thence along the eastern and
southern Dboundaries of the
Arabian Peninsula states to
the Gulf of Aden, thence along
the western coast of the Red
Sea to the southern boundary
of the United Arab Republic,
Libva, Alperia and Morocco;
and the bordering lands, 1is-
lands and ocean areas of the
North Atlantic Ocean north of
26°N, latitude and east of the
meridian passing throueh Cape
Race, Newfoundland. This des-
cription does not alter the
Atlantic Area Search and Res-
cue coverage boundries as out-
lined in the National Search
and Rescue Plan, where they
might overlap.



CHAPTER 2

RULES, ORDERS, AND

INSTRUCTIONS



CHAPTER 2

RULES, ORDERS, AND INSTRUCTIONS

2-1

PART 1

Rules, Orders, and Instruc-
tions Promulgated by Respon-
sible Officers and Officials

2-1-1 The Commandant

The Commandant issues rules,
orders, and instructions, con-
sistent with law, that relate
to the organization, internal
administration, and personnel
of the Coast Guard. (14 U.S.C.
632) These are of two princi-
pal types:

(1) U.S. Coast Guard Regula-
tions (COMDTINST M5000.3 se-
ries), that include the prin-
cipal rules for the organiza-
tion, internal administration,
and personnel of the Coast
Guard. They also include, to
standardize certain proce-
dures, rules of lesser impor-
tance that are relatively
permanent in nature;

(2) Directives, including
instructions and notices, that
support and supplement the ma-
terial in the U.S. Coast Guard
Regulations Manual (COMDTINST
M5000.3 series) and publica-
tions, but are not permanent.
Instructions except joint in-
structions and manual instruc-
tions are automatically can-
celled on 30 September or 31
March following the fourth
anniversary of their issuance,
whichever occurs first.
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-1-2 Other Officers and Off-
cials

pude

A. Under the authority of
the Commandant, responsible
officers and officials of the
Coast Guard may issue or have
issued directives concerning
internal administration and
personnel over which they ex-
ercise command, control or su-
pervision. (14 U.S.C. 632; 49
CFR 1.45)

B. The system of directives
that is established by area
and district commanders shall
be patterned after the general
directives system prescribed
by the Commandant in the Coast
Guard Directives System Manual
(COMDTINST M5215.6 series)
with modifications that are
necessary to adapt the system
to the requirements of the
area or district.

C. Copies of every area and
district directive within the
system shall be forwarded to
the Commandant as follows:

(1) three copies of each un-
classified directive to Com-
mandant (G-CMA);

(2) three copies of each di-

rectives index to Commandant
(G-CMA); and

(3) classified directives on
a need to know basis to the
office or special staff divi-
sion component of the Comman-
dant's staff having cognizance
of the subject matter.

2-2
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PART 2
Compliance and Applicability

2-2-1 Coast Guard Personnel
A. Fach officer and enlisted
person 1in the Coast Guard
shall acquaint themselves
with, comply with, and, only
to the extent of their author-

ity, enforce the laws of the
United States, executive or-
ders, these regulations, and
the rules and instructions is-
sued thereunder.

B. In the absence of in-

structions, each officer and
enlisted person in the Coast
Guard shall act in accordance
with the public interest, in
conformity with the customs of
the service and not incon-
sistent with law.

2-2-2 Civilian Personnel

All commanding officers
shall ensure that civilian
personnel that are under their
authority are acquainted with
the regulations, rules, and
instructions that are appro-
priate for the proper perform-
ance of their duties.

2-2-3 Continuity of Rules,
Orders, and Instructions

Rules, orders, and instruc-
tions that are issued by a re-
sponsible officer or official
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remain in effect upon the re-
lief of that officer or offi-
cial unless they are specifi-
cally cancelled or superseded.
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PART 1
Duties of Certain Commanders
3-1-1 Introduction

A. The regulations in this
part apply to district and
certain other commanders who
have particular duties and
functions which are in addi-
tion to those of the command-
ing officer of anyv unit.

3-1-2 The Area Commander

A. The area commander shall
report directly to the Comm-
andant.

B. The area commander is re-
sponsible for planning, coor-
dinating and directing the in-
terdistrict aspects of opera-
tions; and for coordinating
the interdistrict utilization
of operational resources.

C. The area commander is re-
sponsible for the control of
operational matters which, be-
cause of involvement or ex-
tent, are by judgement, most
effectively coordinated at the
area level.

D. The area commander is re-
sponsible for the administra-
tion and direction of operat-
ing level units which are un-
der that immediate command on
a permanent basis.

3-1-3 The District Commander

A. The district commander
shall be that officer assigned
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by the Commandant to command a
district.

B. The district commander,
as the principal agent and
representative of the Comman-
dant is responsible for the
administration and general di-
rection of district units in
the command. Within a given
district, the district com-
mander is responsible for car-
rying out the functions and
duties of the Coast Guard and
for assuring that these duties
are performed efficiently,
safely, and economically. Op-
erating plans shall be pre-
pared for the employment of
available forces to meet rou-
tine and emergency situations.
Such plans shall be prepared

in accordance with instruc-
tions 1issued by the Comman-
dant. The district commander

is responsible for the opera-
tional evaluation of the
forces within the district.

C. The district commander
shall cooperate with other
district commanders in any op-
eration requiring coordina-
tion of forces. When an area
commander determines that a
particular operation requires
a highly coordinated effort,
or forces in addition to those
available to a district com-
mander, the area commander is
authorized to exercise opera-
tional control and to effect
the full utilization of any
forces under the jurisdiction
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of the area. In this event,
the district commander shall
be under the operational con-
trol of the area commander.

D.(1) The district commander
is authorized to direct the
movements of any Coast Guard
vessel within the waters of
the district whether or not

such vessel 1is assigned to
that command. In regard to
vessels which have been as-
signed a special mission by

the Commandant or area com-
mander, this authority shall
be exercised only in case of
extreme emergency; if such ac-
tion is taken, the district
commander shall immediately
inform the Commandant or area
commander, by message, of the
action and the reasons there-
for.

(2) The district commander
is authorized to direct a ves-
sel to proceed beyond the lim-
its of the district whenever
it is necessary for the public
service. When a vessel is di-
rected to enter the waters of
another district, a copy of
the orders shall be furnished
to the district commander of
that district.

E. The district commander
shall insure that an aggres-
sive accident prevention pro-
gram is pursued at all units
under the district command.
Safety is an inherent part of
the duty and responsibility of
all officers.
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F. When relieved of command,
the district commander shall
turn over to the successor the
original or authenticated cop-
ies of all unexecuted orders,
and all documents, instruc-
tions, and correspondence re-
lating to that command.

3-1-4 The Superintendent of
the Coast Guard Academy

A. The Superintendent of the
Coast Guard Academy shall be
assigned by the Commandant
from the 1list of officers
whose assignment to duty is
not restricted by law. The
Superintendent shall be re-
sponsible for the education
and training of cadets; shall
promulgate regulations for the
Coast Guard Academy, with
those regulations pertaining
to the discipline and course
of instruction of cadets being
subject to the approval of the
Commandant.

B. The Assistant Superinten-
dent shall perform the duties
of the Superintendent during
the absence of the latter.

C. (1) The Superintendent of
the Coast Guard Academy is au-
thorized to confer the degree
of bachelor of science on all
cadets who satisfactorily com-
plete the entire course of in-
struction prescribed in the
regulations for the Coast
Guard Academy.

(2) In accordance with 14
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U.S.C. 184, the Superintendent
of the Academy is authorized
to confer the degree of bach-
elor of science upon all liv-
ing graduates of the Coast
Guard Academy who may be rec-
ommended for such award by the
Academic Board upon consider-
ation solely of their records
at the Coast Guard Academy.

3-1-5 The Commanding Officer,
Coast Guard Yard

A. The Commanding Officer of

the Coast Guard Yard, at Cur-
tis Bay, Maryland, shall be
responsible for the general

direction of activities at the
Yard and shall exercise full
military control over the
yard.

B. The Commanding Officer of
the Coast Guard Yard shall
promulgate regulations for the
Coast Guard Yard to be ob-
served by all persdns ashore
and aboard ships at the Coast
Guard Yard.

C. The commanding officer,
Coast Guard Yard, shall exer-

cise command authority over
all vessels at the yard, no
matter whbat the purpose of

their visit. This command au-
thority is limited to matters
pertaining to the service for
which the ship is at the yard,
and to the enforcement of po-
lice and fire regulations of
the Yard. Commanding Officers
of vessels moving under their
own power, whether assisted by
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tugs or not, shall be respons-
ible for the safe movement and
handling of such vessels and
any damage that may result in-
cident to such movement and
handling. When the Commanding
Officer of the Coast Guard
Yard or designated represent-
ative is directing the move-
ment of any vessels, the Com-
manding Officer of the Coast
Guard Yard or designated rep-
resentative shall be respons-
ible for the safe movement and
handling of such vessels and
any damage that may result in-
cident to such movement.

3-1-6 The Section Commander

A. The section commander
shall report directly to the
district commander.

B. The section commander 1is
responsible for providing di-
rection, support and coordi-
nation for the missions/func-
tions performed by assigned
subordinate units outside the
United States.

C. The section commander may
utilize any unit in the com-
mand for any mission/function
within its capabilities con-
sistent with the multi-mission
character of the Service.

3-1-7 The Group Commander
A. The group commander shall

report directly to the dis-
trict commander.

B. The group commander is
responsible for providing di-
rection, support and coordi-
nation for the missions/func-
tions performed by assigned
subordinate units within the
United States.

C. The group commander may
utilize any unit in the com-
mand for any mission/function
within its capabilities con-
sistent with the multimission
character of the Service.
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PART 2
Special Assignments

3-2-1 Introduction

A. The regulations in this
part apply to staff or admini-
strative officers assigned to
certain units, or officers as-
signed to intermittent or col-
lateral duties not covered in
the standard wunit organiza-
tion.

3-2-2 The Captain of the Port

A. The Captain of the Port
is the officer designated by
the Commandant for the purpose
of giving immediate direction
to Coast Guard law enforcement
activities within the assigned
geographic area. The Captain
of the Port shall be under the
supervision and general direc-
tion of the district comman-
der.

B. The Captain of the Port
shall be responsible for the
enforcement of laws and reg-
ulations relating to marine
environmental protection, the
handling and storage of haz-
ardous materials, anchorage
grounds, and the safe movement
of vessels in the navigable
waters in the geographic zone
designated in Federal Regula-
tions.

C. The Captain of the Port
shall make a careful study of
the transportation regulations
and the marine traffic within
the assigned geographic area,
and shall as the occasion re-
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quires make recommendations
for the improvement of safety
and environmental protection.

3-2-3 The Patrol Commander

A. When two or more vessels
or aircraft are temporarily
detached by the Commandant
from their regular duties and
are constituted as a patrol
for the accomplishment of a
certain mission, the officer
designated to command the pa-
trol shall be the patrol com-
mander. The authority and re-
sponsibility of such a patrol
commander relative to the
command shall be as otherwise
prescribed.

3-2-4 The Boarding Officer

A. A boarding officer shall

enforce mnavigation, customs,
and security laws in accord-
ance with pertinent instruc-

tions.

B. A boarding officer shall
perform the prescribed duties
with as much dispatch as 1is
consistent with thoroughness,
and shall at all times main-
tain a dignified, firm and
courteous manner. The boarding
officer shall bear in mind
that it is part of the duty of
the office to aid, assist, and
encourage navigation and com-
merce. The boarding officer
shall endeavor to conduct ex-
aminations and searches so as
to interfere as little as pos-
sible with the movements of
the vessels boarded. At the
request of the masters of the
vessels visited, the boarding
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officer shall provide inform-
ation and assistance to the
extent that it is practical to
do so.

3-2-5 Commanding Officer of
Enlisted or Military Personnel

A. The Commandant, area com-
manders, district commanders,
and commanding officers of
Coast Guard Headquarters Units
are authorized to designate a
staff officer on a collateral
duty basis to serve as com-
manding officer of enlisted or
military personnel for their
respective offices or units.

B. The Coast Guard Academy
Superintendent may designate
the Commandant of Cadets to
serve on a collateral duty
basis as the Commanding Offi-
cer of the Corps of Cadets.
This officer shall function in
that capacity as a commanding
officer rather than a staff
officer. The immediate super-
ior is the officer making the
designation.

C. The authority and respon-
sibility of a commanding offi-
cer, or officer in charge, of
enlisted or military person-
nel, insofar as the adminis-
tration and discipline of mil-
itary personnel are concerned,
are identical to the authority
and responsibility of a com-
manding officer or officer in
charge of a unit.

D. For units not addressed
in Section 3-2-5A, when un-
usual circumstances, such as
the size of the unit or the
complexity of its missions,
dictate the need for a com-
manding officer or officer in
charge of enlisted or military
personnel to be designated
within the command, the com-
manding officer may request
this authority from the  Com-
mandant (G-CMA) via the chain
of command. The request shall
set forth those circumstances
which justify such authority.

3-2-6 Officer on Official
Assignment
A. An officer ordered to

perform any official duty in
connection with any unit shall
upon arrival call wupon the
commanding officer and present
orders, or report the purpose
of the visit and the accom-
panying instructions. If the
orders were not issued by the
district commander of the dis-
trict in which the unit is lo-
cated, the officer shall re-
port both presence and purpose
of the visit to the office of
the district commander. If the
unit is at the place where the
district office is 1located,
the officer shall report in

person; otherwise, the report
shall be made by message,
telegram, telephone, or let-
ter.
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CHAPTER 4

THE COMMANDING OFF ICER AND OFFICER IN CHARGE

PART 1

The Commanding Officer of Any
Unit

4-1-1 Introduction

A. The regulations in this
part apply to all commanding
officers.

4-1-2 Responsibility

A. The responsibility of the
commanding officer for that
command is absolute, except
when, and to the extent, re-
lieved therefrom by competent
authority, or as provided
otherwise in these regula-
tions. At the commanding offi-
cer's discretion, portions of
that authority may be dele-
gated to subordinates for the
execution of details, but such
delegation of authority shall
in no way relieve the command-
ing officer of continued re-
sponsibility for the safety,
efficiency, and well-being of
the command.

B. A commanding officer who
departs from orders or in-
structions, or at the request
of any person takes official
action which is not in accord-
ance with such orders or in-
structions, takes full re-
sponsibility and shall report
immediately the circumstances
to the officer from whom the
orders were received.
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4-1-3 Organization of Commands

A. All commands and other
activities of the Coast Guard
shall be organized and admin-

istered in accordance with
law, these regulations, and
the orders of competent au-
thority, and all rules and
orders of the commanding offi-
cer shall be in accordance
therewith.
4-1-4 Readiness

A. The commanding officer

shall ensure that the unit is
operationally ready to perform
all assigned duties, and shall
therefore conduct exercises to
attain and maintain opera-
tional proficiency.

4-1-5 Relationship with Exec-
utive Officer

A. The commanding officer
shall normally issue all or-
ders relative to the duties of
the command and the adminis-
tration of personnel through
the executive officer, and
shall keep the latter informed
of all policies.

4-1-6 Aids to Navigation

A. The commanding officer or
duly delegated representative
shall make every effort to ob-
serve the functioning of all
aids to navigation within the
immediate area of the unit,
The commanding officer shall

inform the district commander
by message of any aid to nav-
igation that is found to be
out of order or off station.
The message shall include in-
formation as to any correc-
tive action taken. In addi-
tion, a report shall be made
to the district commander of
any important hydrographic in-
formation which has been ob-
tained.
4-1-7 Assistance

A. The commanding officer of
a Coast Guard unit shall be
alert to obtain, develop, and
verify reports or rumors of
distress. Pertinent informa-
tion shall be promptly for-
warded to the immediate super-
visor and other Coast Guard
units concerned.

B. Upon receiving informa-
tion that a vessel or aircraft
is in distress within the area
of operation of the unit, the
commanding officer shall,
whenever it is the appropriate
duty to do so, assist such
vessel or aircraft as soon as
possible. These regulations,
current orders and other spe-
cific instructions from su-
periors, and the customs and
tradition of the Service shall
guide the commanding officer
in determining the extent and
nature of expected duty in
this regard.

C.
during any distress case,

In rendering assistance
the
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commanding officer shall aid
the distressed vessel or air-
craft and its passengers and
crew until such time as it is
able to proceed safely, or un-
til such time as further Coast
Guard assistance is no longer
required.

D. When it has been def-
initely established, either by
time or circumstances, that
persons are dead, the Coast
Guard is not required to con-
duct searches for bodies. If,
however requests are received
from responsible agencies,
such as local police, military
commands, etc., Coast Guard
units may participate in body
searches provided that these
searches do not interfere with
the primary duties of the
units. Commanding officers and
officers in charge shall ex-
ercise tact and good judgement
in the use of their forces for
such purposes.

4-1-8 Courts of Inquiry and
Investigation

A. Fires, explosions, mate-
rial deficiencies, ship colli-
sions, groundings, incidents
involving Coast Guard person-
nel, and other unusual inci-
dents or circumstances requir-
ing a determination of facts
(except those cases covered by
46 CFR Part 4) shall be the
subject of an inquiry or in-
vestigation in accordance with
the provisions of the Coast
Guard Supplement to the Manual

for Courts-Martial. When a
fact finding body 1is neces-
sary, the commanding officer
of a unit shall, except when
the immediate superior in com-
mand has ordered a court of
inquiry or an investigation,
request that a court of in-
quiry be ordered or order an
investigation.
4-1-9  Economy of Command

A. The commanding officer
shall ensure that the unit is
operated economically and ef-
ficiently. All subordinates
shall be required to comply
with the rules and instruc-
tions relative to public prop-
erty, including procurement,
receipt, preservation, expend-
iture, and accounting proce-
dure for all material.

4-1-10 Law Enforcement

A. The commanding officer
shall:
(1) Become familiar with

those laws, treaties and reg-
ulations relating to law en-
forcement which are applic-
able to the operations of that
unit.

(2) Require those officers
and petty officers who are
likely to be engaged in law
enforcement activities to fa-

miliarize themselves with
laws, treaties and regulations
which are applicable to the

operations of the unit.
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(a) Reference shall be made
to Chapter 15 of these reg-
ulations in carrying out (1)
and (2) of the above.

(3) Require proficiency
among the officers in the com-
mand in boarding and law en-
forcement duties.

(4) Do everything within the
scope of operational orders
and instructions to prevent,
detect and suppress violations
of those laws, regulations,
and treaties which the Coast
Guard is required to enforce.

(5) Exercise law enforcement
authority in such a manner as
to cause the least possible
inconvenience to commerce and
navigation.

4-1-11 Compliance with Fed-
eral and Local Law

A. The commanding officer
shall require personnel in the
command to comply with Fed-
eral, state and municipal laws

and regulations. To ensure
such compliance, the ‘command-
ing officer shall cooperate

with the responsible author-
ities,
4-1-12 Discipline

A. The commanding officer is
responsible for maintaining
discipline on board the unit
and to this end shall:

(1) Initiate such inquiry as

may be necessary to make a
proper disposition of any re-
port offenses, as described in
paragraph 32b of the Manual

for Courts-Martial, United
States, 1984, (Revised Edi-
tion).

(2) Have a record of all of-
fenses and punishments kept in
the punishment book, including
each offense for which nonju-
dicial punishment is imposed,
for which trial by court-
martial is ordered, and for
which no punishment is im-
posed. The form prescribed by
the Military Justice Manual
shall constitute the unit pun-
ishment book prescribed by the

Manual for Courts-Martial,
United States, 1984 (Revised
Edition)

(3) Prescribe the means by
which members of the crew may
make any request, report, or
statements to the commanding
officer for personal receipt
and consideration.

4-1-13 Effective
Forces Always Present

Organized

A. The commanding officer
shall ensure that an organized
force is always present at the
ship or station. Consistent
with the operational status,
mission, and location of the
unit, this force shall be suf-
ficient to effectively respond
to an emergency and be capable
of ensuring security of the
unit,
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4-1-14 Safety

A. The commanding officer
shall require that all per-
sonnel of the command are
thoroughly indoctrinated in
the principles of safety and
that an effective and contin-
uing safety program is carried
out.

4-1-15 Well-being of Person-
nel

A. The commanding officer of

a Coast Guard unit 1is re-
sponsible for the well-being
of the personnel in the
command and shall:

(1) Excuse from duty any

person in the command who is
unable to perform because of
illness or disability.

(2) See that proper pro-
vigsion is made and that com-
forts are provided for the
sick and disabled in the com-
mand.

(3) Safeguard the health of
all personnel by careful su-
pervision of the sanitation of
the units by preventing unnec-
essary exposure to disease or
unhealthful conditions afloat
or ashore.

(4) Direct in writing the
purchase of such items as
toilet articles which are nec-
essary for the health and
comfort of enlisted personnel

without funds who require
them. Issuance and purchase of
such items shall be made in
accordance with the Compt-
roller Manual.

(5) Authorize the issuance
of clothing and small store
items, necessary to their
health and comfort,to enlisted
personnel held for trial, per-
sonnel not receiving pay and
those mentioned in (4) above.

(6) Afford optimum oppor-
tunity to the crew for relaxa-
tion and recreation on board
the unit.

(7) Within the limits of the
command authority, grant the
maximum amount of 1leave and
liberty consistent with good
administration and efficiency.

4-1-16 Training and Education

A.
shall:

The commanding officer

(1) Endeavor to increase the
specialized and general pro-
fessional knowledge of the
personnel in the command by
the frequent conduct of
drills, classes, and instruc-
tion and by wutilization of
available shore based schools
and training activities.

(2) Encourage and provide
asgsistance and facilities to
the personnel in the command
who seek to further their
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knowledge in professional or
other subjects. —_—
(3) Encourage the maximum

use of correspondence courses
and provide all practical as-
sistance and facilities for
study to personnel interested
in such courses.

(4) Coordinate training and
education through the wunit
training officer and educa-
tional services officer whose
duties are described in Arti-
cles 6-12-10 and 6-12-11,

B. At units where small boat
equipment 1is available, com-
manding officers shall ensure
that all personnel are trained
in the hoisting, lowering, op-
erating, and handling of small
boats. '

C. The commanding officer
shall ensure that all military
personnel assigned to the com-
mand know and are proficient
in basic first aid procedures.

D. At units where suitable
facilities are available, the
commanding officer shall en-
sure that all personnel re-
ceive periodic, controlled in-
struction in swimming or
drownproofing, or lifesaving.

4-1-17 Reports of Relief

A. When the executive offi-
cer, the head of a department,
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or the head of another major
subdivision of the command is
ordered detached from such du-
ty, and when conditions per-
mit, the commanding officer
shall require that the officer
point out to the relief any
defects or peculiarities of
the machinery or equipment in
that area of responsibility,
and that the officer and the
relief inspect jointly the ma-
terial, equipment, and records
of such department or subdi-
vision, and upon completion of
the inspection submit to the
commanding officer a joint re-

port which shall include
statements as to:
(1) Any defects or defi-

iencies noted.

(2) The adequacy of the per-

sonnel assigned to the de-
partment or subdivision.
(3) The adequacy of the

equipment and spare parts on
hand.

(4) The condition of the
files, blueprints, records,
and instruction books per-

taining to the department or
subdivision.

(5) The status of transfer
of the material and equipment
from one officer to the other.

(6) The facts in dispute in
case of any disagreement be-
tween these officers as to the
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conditions discovered.

B. The letter report re-
quired by (A) 1is in addition
to special reports (such as
commissary, clothing and ex-
change) required upon relief.

C. In the event of a dis-
agreement between parties, the
commanding officer shall re-
solve all disputes by taking
such action as necessary. The
commanding officer shall fur-
nish copies of any correspon-
dence regarding disputed mat-
ters to the parties concerned.

D. Should circumstances pre-
vent a joint inspection, the
relieving officer shall make
an inspection and submit the
required report within 30 days
of taking charge. The command-
ing officer shall forward a
copy of the report to the of-
ficer relieved.

4-1-18 Inspections and Audits

A. The commanding officer
shall conduct material and
personnel inspections of the
unit in accordance with direc-
tives prescribed by the area
and district commanders. The
commanding officer shall re-
quire such officers as deemed
necessary to assist in the in-
spection.

B. In addition to the re-
quired inspections, the com-
manding officer shall conduct

random inspections of all or
any part of the unit.

C. The commanding officer
shall ensure that all non-
appropriated fund activities
are audited in accordance with
pertinent directives. In the
absence of other instructions,
the commanding officer, shall
require a quarterly audit and
the submission of a written
report.

D. The verification of the
inventory of the general mess
and clothing locker shall be
made once each fiscal year by
one or more officers designat-
ed in writing by the command-
ing officer. The commanding
officer shall insure the accu-
racy of the accounts or rec-
ords of these activities by
additional examinations. In-
ventory verifications may be
omitted if a Commandant's in-
ternal audit or a relieving
officer's inventory has been
made within the fiscal year.
Not more than twelve months
may elapse between inventory
verifications.

F. The commanding officer
shall require periodic and
surprise verifications of
funds entrusted to the cashier
per provisions of DOT Imprest
Fund Manual (DOT 2770.7A),
Chapter 7, and Treasury De-
partment Manual of Procedures
and Instructions for Cashiers,
Section 10, paragraph 1008.
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4-1-19 Incurr iﬁg Unusual Ex-
penses

A. Except in emergencies or
instances of distress where
Coast Guard facilities are in-
adequate, the commanding offi-
cer shall not hire any boat or
vessel without authorization
from higher authority. When
hiring has occurred without
prior approval, the attendant
circumstances and the price
agreed to be paid shall be im-
mediately reported to the ap-
propriate commander.

4-1-20 Publication and Trans-
mittal of Orders and Regula-
tions

A. Orders from higher au-
thority and information af-
fecting personnel shall be

published and properly posted
as soon as practicable.

B. The commanding officer
shall not withhold any orders
or other communications re-
ceived from higher authority
for any person under that com-
mand except for good and suf-
ficient reasons. When infor-
mation has been withheld, the
commanding officer shall imme-
diately report such actions to
the issuing authority.

4-1-21 Magazine Keys

A. The commanding officer
shall be the custodian of the
keys to all spaces containing
ammunition and explosives, and

shall designate in writing
those persons who are author-
ized to have duplicate keys.
The commanding officer shall
prescribe the conditions under
which the spaces may be opened
without prior consent.

B. The commanding officer
shall have custody of keys for
lockers or compartments speci-
fically designated for the
stowage of test fittings for
magazine sprinkling systems.
On units where stowage space
is not specificially designa-
ted, these fittings shall be
kept in the commanding offi-
cer's custody.

C. The commanding officer
shall require that magazine
flooding and sprinkling

valves, whether or not equip-
ped with locks, are in a con-
dition for immediate opening.

4-1-22 Security of Classified
Matter

A. The

shall:

(1) Exercise

commanding officer

control over
all classified publications
and material issued to the
command, in accordance with
the current regulations, or-
ders, and instructions.

(2) Require that regula-
tions, orders, and instruc-
tions pertaining to security
of classified documents, mate-
rial, and information be
strictly observed.
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4-1-23 Mail

A. The commanding officer
shall be responsible for the
mail services at the unit in
accordance with the Comptrol-
ler Manual and the communi-
cation plan of the district to
which assigned.

4-1-24 Death of Personnel

A. In the event of death of
any person on board the unit,
the commanding officer shall:

(1) Comply with the proced-
ures prescribed in current in-
structions.

(2) Comply with the proced-
ures in Chapter 11 of the Per-
sonnel Manual (COMDTINST
M01000.6 series).

(3) Comply with the proced-
ures prescribed in the Coast
Guard Supplement to the Manual
for Courts-Martial, United
States 1969, if such death is
the result of accident or oc-
curs under peculiar or doubt-
ful circumstances.

(4) Cause to be entered in
the log the name and rank or
rating of such person, stating
the time and cause of death if
known.

4-1-25

A. A commanding officer
about to be relieved of com-
mand of a unit shall:

Relief of Command

(1) Inspect the unit in com-
pany with the relieving offi-
cer L ]

(2) Demonstrate, in the
presence of the relief, the
proficiency of the crew at
general quarters and general
drills unless circumstances
make it impracticable.

(3) Point out any defects
and peculiarities of the unit
to the relief.

(4) Deliver to the relieving
officer all unexecuted orders,
all regulations and orders in
force, and all pertinent offi-
cial correspondence and infor-
mation concerning the unit and
its personnel.

(5) Deliver to the relieving
officer all documents required
by these regulations to be
kept or supervised by the com-
manding officer.

(6) Deliver to the relieving
officer all magazine keys and
other keys kept in custody.

(7) Order an inventory and
audit to be made of all CMS
distributed material charged
to the unit in accordance with
current rules and instruc-
tions.

(8) Furnish to the relief a
statement as to completeness
of the General Purpose (GP)
Property Record and the date
of the last inventory.
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(9) Submit Officer Evalua-
tion Reports on all officers
and sign all log books and
note date of relief.

(10) At the time of turning
over command, call all hands
to muster, read the orders of
detachment and turn over com-
mand of the unit to the re-
lieving commanding officer,
who shall read the orders of
relief and assume command.

B. All ceremonies and dis-
tinctions which are accorded
to a commanding officer shall
continue to be accorded after
relief of command until final
departure.

C. The officer being re-
lieved shall prepare and sign
a report of the transfer of
command. In the absence of
discrepancies a simple state-
ment that the requirements of
Section A have been met will
suffice. This report shall be
endorsed by the new commanding
officer. The relieving con-
manding officer shall state in
an endorsement whether ' condi-
tions on board the unit are
unsatisfactory, essential
equipment is not present, and
important items of gear and
equipment are not functioning
properly; the relieved officer
shall make any necessary ex-
planations by an endorsement
to the report. This report
shall be forwarded to the dis-
trict commander (o). Reports
from Headquarters units shall
be forwarded via the proper
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chain of command to the Com-
mandant (Headquarters office
exercising technical control).
One copy of the report shall
be retained by each of the of-
ficers between whom the trans-
fer of command takes place.
Reserve wunits shall forward
the reports to the district
commander (r).

D. When an officer ordered
as commanding officer reports
to a unit and a regularly as-
signed commanding officer is
not present, the procedures
prescribed in sections’ (A)-(C)
shall be followed.

E. The foregoing provisions
will be applicable upon the
relief of the officer in
charge of any unit.

4-1-26 Decommissioning, Dis-
establishment, Deactivation

A. The commanding officer of
a unit being decommissioned,
disestablished, or deactivated
is responsible for the orderly
progress of work and disposi-
tion of property. Complete
familiarization with all ex-
isting directives relating to
decommissioning, disestablish-
ment, or deactivation is es-
sential.

4-1-27 Life Preservers

A. The commanding officer
shall ensure that every boat
in the command is equipped
with one life preserver for
each person on board.



THE COMMANDING OFFICER AND OFFICER IN CHARGE

B. Life preservers shall be
worn in boats on all occasions
unless their removal is au-
thorized by the commanding of-
ficer or appropriate agent.

4-1-28 Compliance With Cus-
toms, Quarantine, and Immigra-
tion Requirements

A. The commanding officer of
a ship or aircraft shall:

(1) Facilitate examinations
required by customs or immi-
gration officers of the United
States.

(2) Deny access to foreign
customs or immigration offi-
cers for on-board examinations
on any USCG ship, aircraft or
boat.

(3) Cooperate to insure ob-
gservance of local customs and
immigration regulations.

(4) Upon the arrival at the
first port of entry in United
States territory from a for-
eign country, inform the col-
lector of customs of the port
that the vessel or aircraft is
available for inspection. No
articles shall be allowed to
be landed until the customs
inspection has been completed.

(5) Require that articles
obtained in a foreign port be
reported to the collector of
the port as required by cus-
toms regulations.

(6) Comply with the Quaran-
tine Regulations as set forth
in Chapter 7, Medical Manual,
CG-294.

(7) Cooperate with visiting
health officials, whether
United States or foreign, and
give all information required
insofar as military security
permits.

(8) Prohibit contact with a
port or area or with other
ships or aircraft until the
proper health authorities have
been consulted when:

(a) Doubt exists as to the
sanitation regulations or
health conditions of the port
or area.

(b) A quarantinable condi-
tion exists aboard the vessel.

(c) Coming from a suspected
port or area, Or one actually
under quarantine.

(7) Not conceal any condi-
tions which may subject a ves-
sel or aircraft to quaran-
tine.

(9) Immediatly report to su-
periors and proper health au-
thorities any quarantinable
disease and prevent all con-
tact until pratique 1is re-
ceived.

(10)
United

When
States

transporting
civilians or
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foreign nationals, be satis-
fied that the passenger clear-
ance requirements of the Im-
migration and Naturalization
Service are complied with.
Clearance for these persons by
an immigration officer is nec-
essary upon arrival from for-
eign ports and at the com-
pletion of movements between
any of the following: Conti-
nental United States (includ-
ing Alaska), Canal Zone, Ha-
waii, Puerto Rico, Virgin Is-
lands, Guam, American Somoa,
or other outlying places sub-
ject to United States juris-
diction. Prior to arrival, the
commanding officer shall ad-
vise the cognizant Coast
Guard, naval, or civilian port
authority of the aforemen-
tioned persons aboard and
shall detain them for clear-
ance as required by the Im-

migration and Naturalization
Service.
B. The provisions of (A)

shall not be construed to re-
quire the delay of any vessel
or aircraft in the performance
of assigned duties.

4-1-29

A. Commanding officer of
Coast Guard units designated
by the Commandant shall insure
that weather and other marine
observations desired by the
National Weather Service of
the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

Weather Reporting
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(NOAA) are recorded and trans-
mitted in accordance with cur-
rent instructions.

4-1-30 Broadcasts of Weather
and Marine Information

A. In accordance with cur-
rent instructions, commanding
officers of designated Coast
Guard stations shall be re-
sponsible for the broadcast of
storm warnings, weather, and
marine information.

4-1-31 Storm Warnings

A. Coast Guard units re-
quired to display storm warn-
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