Statement of
Events ot 29DEC0O6

I was the 1JV phone talker in the aft port corner of the bridge.

I attended the piloting brief, which contained weather, expected sea conditions and
piloting track. The sea state was expected to be 15-22 ft swells in open ocean. wind gusts
ot 30kts, strong current in the channel due to the tidal change and proximity to landmarks
during the navigation from port.

Initially we started in port Plymouth England. The weather was windy and rainy,
visibility was approximately 5000 yds. We backed out into the channel as briefed and the
channel had a strong cross current from stbd to port (also briefed). Once in the channel.
there was a very strong head wind (approximately 30 kts) and it was still raining.
Approximately half way down the second leg, the wind increased to the point that it was
very difficult to communicate. Later on that leg, the wind died down and the rain
stopped. Visibility opened up to about 6000 yards. The wind gusts alternated directions
and strength as we continued down the subsequent legs. The wind shifts did not seem to
be based on our direction or the outlay of the land.

When we neared the mouth of the channel, personne] were sent topside to assist the pilot
to his boat, which was approaching on the stbd sideF COB, Holtz and [ ol
went topside and the pilot remained in the hatch. Atthis time, we were only taking some
minor spray to the FET. A wave that was significantly larger than the others came (it was
about 6-12 inches higher than the hatch) and knocked everyone overboard but the pilot.
-and I called man overboard stbd side simultaneously. The OOD (ENG)

oraered all stop and right full rudder. lanyard broke or he was not lanyarded in
and the current carried him off.

went down an
cob hand Holtz were holding onto the boat hook. At some point, before
topside, the boat hook was broken and released. Once the boat hook was released, the
three in the water held each other’s lanyards.

went by the rudder with about 20-30 yards and was picked up by a security boat.
COB and Holtz (fwd to aft) were overboard stbd side and were holding on to each

other’s lanyard. The swimmer came topside to assist and was sent overboard
by a wave. A wave came trom stbd to port and put on the boat. -
made it into the hatch; I didn't see how because I was watching go by the
rudder/screw.
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tried to assist Holtz but a wave that was larger than the first took-ovcr
the stbd side again_ swam back to the boat and tried to climb topside. While he
was climbing up the boat, a wave took him overboard again and the current carried him
off. Man overboard stbd side was called again and the current carrie away.
The OOD ordered right full rudder, B1/3, Z. The COB and Holtz (fwd to aft) remained
tethered topside but were still overboard stbd.

Several bell and course changes were ordered that I don't remember. COB and Holtz
were being lifted up and dropped against the boat by the waves and significant water was
taken down the hatch. Waves were coming from port, stbd and periodically from fwd.
COB and Holtz were holding on to each other until broken apart by a strong wave from
stbd that put Holtz on the nonskid aft of the FET. Holtz tried to get up and was knocked
off the boat by a wave from port. The waves were pounding both of them against the
stbd side and both were under water numerous times. The cob and Holtz Tooked
unconscious after one of the larger waves, but Holtz started moving again after a few
seconds. From this point on, the cob did not move, but was limp and moving only
because of the water.

The waves were getting higher and we received a report that the water level in AMR was
to the EOG. The CO ordered the FET upper hatch shut. Shortly after the hatch went
shut, the wave height increased by 2-5 feet and continued to alternate directions. Holtz
was washed onto the ship approximately three times and the COB once. When on deck.
the cob was turning blue and completely unconscious. I lost sight of Holtz and cob on
several occasions due to the height of the waves.

The water calmed and then shifted directions putting Holtz on port and the COB on top of
the boat just aft of the FET. Holtz still appeared unconscious and the COB was very blue
and foaming at the mouth. A small wave came from port reviving Holtz and washed the
foam off the cobs mouth, but left him on the F ET.*in a security boat on the port
side encouraged Holtz to keep fighting and told him to let us know he was conscious by
putting his hands on his head. Holtz responded by putting his hands on his head.

Another wave came from port and took Holtz and cob to the stbd side. Holtz put his
hands back on his head and spit out water.

A large wave came from stbd bringing COB and Holtz to port. While going from stbd to
port, Holtz hit cleat five very hard on the right side of his mid section.

encouraged Holtz when he came back to stbd side, but this time, Holtz could not move
his right arm; he put his left arm on his head momentarily and then it dropped but he
continued to spit out water. The COB, appearing dead at this point was very blue and
foam continued from his mouth but at a much slower rate than at first. A wave came
from port and carried both of them over to the stbd side Holtz hitting cleat five with his
left side but harder than the first time. They alternated sides several more times, Holtz
hitting the cleat each time and both submerging for several seconds each time. Each time
however, Holtz didn't react to hitting the cleat; he was just limp. A large wave took them
from stbd to port breaking the COB's lanyard.

PAGF 7 nF 3



[ called man overboard port side and the rudder was ordered frozen and the shaft ordered
stopped. The COB passed by the rudder with approximately 5-10 yds. The small boat
picked up the COB and rushed him away. Several waves came, but the magnitude died
down and Holtz remained on the port side. The small boat finally returned and we hailed
it to cut Holtz loose. Distefano was ordered to the FET to cut Holtz loose. The small
boat made several attempts, but the waves and the direction change of the water didn't
allow them to get close enough to his lanyard to cut it. While they were attempting to

free Holtz-_:ame topside. Initially his lanyard was too short, or he was not
given enough rope. He had to go back to the hatch to get more lanyard before he was

able to cut Holtz's 1anyard.ﬁretrieved the remaining j ortions of the lanyards

and then was ordered below decks. The sea remained calm, s ras orcdered
topside again to retrieve the Jacobs Ladder. He assisted the pilot and brought the Jacobs
Ladder below and the FET was shut.

Visibility had closed significantly on the landside and we turned to go from land. Very
quickly, the sea state worsened significantly and we were receiving more and more splash
to the sail._ and [ were quickly ordered down by the CO because of the
worsening sea state.

From the first man overboard until the small boats recovered all men, the lowest
sounding I remember was 28 feet beneath the keel.
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