29 Jan 07

From:
To:  Commander, Submarine Group 8§

Subj: HMS Sovereign Incident in Plymouth Sound

l. On 17 Jan 2007, a Royal Navy submarine officer assigned to a NATO unit in
Naples, Italy informally reported a weather-related incident involving the Royal Navy
submarine, HMS Sovereign, in Plymouth Sound during the summer of 2006.

2. HMS Sovereign entered Plymouth harbor to pick up a training assessment

team. After the personnel were aboard three members of ship’s company remained
topside to stow gear and make topside ready for submerged operations. As part of this
procedure, two members of ship’s company entered the superstructure of the ship to stow
gear. At about the same time the ship transited beyond the breakwater lee and began
taking waves over the main deck. This action caused the auto inflation of the life jackets
of the personnel in the superstructure, effectively “trapping” them in the small area in
which they were working. As the crewmembers could not be freed due to the weather,
the boat was maneuvered back around into a protected portion of the harbor. This
maneuvering took about 20-30 minutes. During this time the crew members were injured
to the point where they had to be evacuated and hospitalized overnight.

3. Litigation relating to the incident is apparently pending, and no oftficial Royal
Navy lessons learned have been issued thus far. The essential facts of this incident have
been confirmed to me by several Royal Navy officers.
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