04 Jan 07

To: JAGLMAN Lnvestigation Team

Subj: COMMAND INVESTIGATION INTO THE DEATHS OF SENIOR CHIEF
THOMAS HIGGINS AND PETTY OFFICER MICHAEL HOLTZ ONBOARD USS
MINNEAPOLIS-ST PAUL (SSN 708) ON 29 DECEMBER 2006

1. I have been in the Navy for 6 years, 6 months and have been

aboard USS MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL (SSN 708) since 2april, 2003. My

job aboard MSP is an Electrician’s Mate in the Electrical

division. This statement supplements the written statement I

provided the investigation team from 4 Jan 07.

2. At the time of the incident, I was the phone talker on the

1Jv.
3. I was up on the bridge during the incident.
4. I was in the aft port corner of the bridge; the decision on

matters regarding the pilot transfer would have been made in the

forward part of the bridge.

5. The weather was changing as we headed out. The wind got so
strong on the first leg of the transit down the river that we
had to stop talking. The wind and rain was so strong it was

coming through the holes on my mask and eventually the wind

stopped.
6. I didn’t notice a change in the seas on the way down the
river but the wind had died down. The seas weren’t bad. We

weren’t taking any spray to the hatch and the waves were, at

most, halfway between the waterline and top center.

7. The first big wave that I saw that we took was the one that
washed the guys over. When the men went overboard, 3 were still

lanyarded to the boat. Once we had done our second man
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Subj: COMMAND INVESTIGATION INTO THE DEATHS OF SENIOR CHIEF
THOMAS HIGGINS AND PETTY OFFICER MICHAEL HOLTZ ONBOARD USS
MINNEAPOLIS-ST PAUL (SSN 708) ON 28 DECEMBER 2006

overboard and done our second turn, West marker was roughly 500

to 1000 yards off the port forward quarter.

8. I attended the piloting brief. The pilot mentioned that the
currents were going to be strong due to the surge of water from
the rising tide. There were several turns that that would have
an effect on. It seemed when we first left that the current
wasn’t as strong as we had expected; we were expecting to back
out and the current to push us but the current didn’t push us as

much as we anticipated.

9. The pilot didn’t mention weather. There was a weather
portion of the brief. We expected 15-22' seas once we got out

into the open ocean.

10. I can’t say for certain if lifejackets inflated. -
_was floating away pretty high in the water.

11. While the ship was maneuvering in the south leg of the
route, the COB and Holtz were overboard for the majority of the
time. Holtz was washed onto the deck several times and knew he
was out of the water and would try to turn and every time he
tried to turn, another wave would take him back overboard. They
weren’t alongside the ship; the seas were coming from port and
they were unable to see the seas coming because they were on the
other side. The waves would come over them and then slam them
into the boat. 1Initially it wasn’t so bad because they had the
hook they were holding onto. Somehow that hook broke loose and
then they went to hold onto each other’s lanyard; once they lost
contact with each other they never came back together. They

ended up about 10'-15" aft of where they started. They never
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Subj: COMMAND INVESTIGATION INTO THE DEATHS OF SENIOR CHIEF
THOMAS HIGGINS AND PETTY OFFICER MICHAEL HOLTZ ONBOARD USS
MINNEAPOLIS-ST PAUL (SSN 708) ON 29 DECEMBER 2006

went as far back as the aft escape trunk. They started out 3 to

4" aft of the forward escape trunk.

12-had two lanyards hooked together; the rest only

had one. He had two because his lanyard was going into the

trunk instead of being attached to the track.

13. The response of the escort vessels, we had a big police boat
on port aft quarter, another on starboard aft gquarter, and a
small 3-man RHIB boat that was all over the place. He was
usually aft of us, sometimes parallel with us. The tugs started
back when the breakwater started opening up. Until then, they

had stayed parallel to us on either side.

14. The visibility - I could see both shorelines. Visibility

was opening up as we got further out.

15. The captain issued the order to close the forward escape

trunk lower hatch;_and I both radioced it. When it

was not reported that the forward escape lower trunk was not
shut, he issued an order to shut the forward escape trunk upper
hatch. The amount of water that appeared to be coming down the

hatch seemed to be more than I’d ever seen before.

16. The tugs that were escorting us could both push and pull;
however, they could only push with the aft end of the boat.
These boats were the Careful and the Faithful.

17. I've never heard of anything like this happening before.

The MSP is my first ship.

18. I've been on the bridge for 10 or 15 maneuvers in and out,

so 30 or so total maneuvers.
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Subj: COMMAND INVESTIGATION INTO THE DEATHS OF SENIOR CHIEF
THOMAS HIGGINS AND PETTY OFFICER MICHAEL HOLTZ ONBOARD USS
MINNEAPOLIS-ST PAUL (SSN 708) ON 29 DECEMBER 2006

19. The pilot made it topside and was sitting in the hatch with
his legs on the ladder and was holding onto the forward escape

trunk when the first wave came.

20. We had mentioned the pilot staying onboard and joked about
taking him to Rota with us. This was before the incident took
place.

I have read and understand the above statement. I have been
given the opportunity to make any changes or corrections I
desire to make and have placed my initials over the changes or
corrections. This statement is true and correct to the best of
my knowledge.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 04th day of January 2007,
at USS MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL (SSN 709).

/)
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