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Figure 1. The W.5. Cooit Guord Cutter Southwind |WAGH-2E0)
in ibe pack joe.

Although icebreakers may be a familiar subject to
many readers of the Antarctic Journal, the broad
spectrum of tasks performed by these vessels may not
be fully realized. For this reason, it appearcd appro-
priate to document a recent icehreaker deployment,
giving an account of the myriad subsidiary projects
undertaken in conjunction with the primary task.

The United States Coast Guard Cutter Southwind
(WAGH 280) (Fip. 1), whose Deep Freeze 69 de-
ployment is the subject of this article, is a 23-year-old
icebreaker with a unique history of servica under four
commission pennants.? Southwind's 269-foot hull is
specially designed and strengthened for the sole pur-
pose of breaking ice. Her shell is of high-tensile stee],
ranging in thickness up to 15§ inches where it is
‘neeced maost. Within this special-purpose shell are six

diesel engines whose generators deliver 10,000 horse-
- power to two powerful motor-driven propellers;
enough fuel to drive the ship 38,000 miles; stores for
a seven-month voyage; and 200 officers and men,
who bring dedication and ability to their tasks,

Oversimplified, that is Southwind. What follows

Y Commanding Officer of USCGC Sowthannd from October
966 o June 1969,
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is the story—in part—ol Southwind’s participation
in Deep Freeze 69 and her homeward cruise.

The Primary Job

Southwind was designated a unit of the Ross Sea
Ship Group for Desp Freeze 69 by the Commander,
Task Foree Forty-Three. In support of United States
scientific and logistic activities in Antarctica, the
Ross Sea Ship Group was assigned the following
tasks:

Load Deep Freeze cargo bound for New Zealand
and the Ross Sea area.

Transport designated officer, civilian, and enlisted
passengers.

Break and maintain a shipping channel through
the fast ice to Hut Point, McMurdo Station.

Provide helicopter support.

Furnish personnel, helicopters, boats, and equip-
ment to asist in cargo handling.

Prepare cargo offioading and loading sites.

Backload retrograde cargo from Hallett Station to
McMurdo Station.

Support scicnce programs in the McMurde Sound
area with boats and helicopters.

Provide scheduled logistic support for Camphell
Island.

Continue to completion a hydrographic survey of
Winter Quarters Bay to ascertain the feasibility of
berthing 2 T3 tanker,

The performance of these tasks can be said to have
started at Wellington, New Zealand, on November
13, 1968, when operational control of Southwind
shifted to the Commander, U.S. Naval Suppert
Force, Antarctica, although this omits description of
the many preceding days spent en route in a nasty
MNorth Atlantic, a calm Caribbean, an interesting
transit of the Panama Canal, and a placid Pacihe.
Southwind's brief stay was most successful from the
standpoint of rest and recreation; hospitality seemed
to be the motto of the people of Wellington, who
also hosted at this time the crew of USS America.

Southwind's firgf commitment alter leaving Well-
ington on November 22 was to land mail and sup-
plies at New Zealand's subantarctic Campbell Island.
Arrival and departure were made on November 23,
with all cargo being transferred ashore by small boat
and helicopter from an ancherage in Perseverance
Harbor. Southwind then headed south to a rendez-
vous with USCGC Burton Idand, which was met
in open water an Thanksgiving Day.

The next morning, Burton Island and Southwind
entered the pack at about 178°W. and repdezvoused
with USCGC Glacier (Fig. 2). The Ross Sea Ship
Group was now formed, with its commander (CTG-

Al imes are local
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Figure 2. USCGC: Sewvfhwind, Burfen hfond lright foregrowumd],
ond Glacier |ug-1hn- in thea pock lee, Thizs phetograph [lkstroles
the tleis maneuvering semelimes reguired of icebraaksrs.

43.3) in Burten Idand, Btarting on Movember 29,
the three icehreakers proceeded through the pack in
column, weaving and pushing their way {rom polynya
to polynya, soimetimes in open water, sometimes grind-
ing 1o a halt in pressured and ridged floes. Helicopters
were often aloft to recommend the paths of least
resistance. The approach o MecMurdo Sound was
ultimately made west of Beaufort Tsland,

On December 3, the ship group met the edge of
the fast ice. This ice presented an entirely different
sitvation. Up to then, the icebreakers had been tran-
siting the offshore pack, in which there is generally
same open waler between adjacent floes. This pro-
vides space for displacement of the ice as the ship
moves along. Even if the pack should consolidate,
through the action of weather, and the icebreaker
finds hersell beset—a helpless but not disgraceful
condition—it is not dangerous for a strengthened
vessel. A wand shilt will velieve the pressure eventu-
ally, or another icebreaker may break her free, (This
reciprocal arrangement, in fact, was employed several
times,

Fast ice, however, is an entirely different matter.
There is no open water, and there are no widening
cracks—just a solid field of ice, perhaps several feet
thick, extending from shore to shore. With ne place
for the ice to move laterally, the icebreaker can
procecd only by emploving its weight and the shape
of its bow {which acts as an inverted inclined plane)
to rise up onto the ice and break it. If the ice is less
than lour feet thick, the icebreaker may, under full
pewer, move ahead steadily and continuously with a
5|i.g]'|.l :|1|.|||||!|i!|'|__!:'1I reslinon.

The task group commander was faced with the
problem of how best to utilize the three icebreakers
to form a channel through the fast ice to Winter
Quarters Bay. (The first of the relatively thin-skinned
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supply ships was due near the end of December.)
CTG—453.3 detailed the more powerful Glacier to
commence breaking one channel, while 3 miles to
the east, Burton Island and Southwwind would work
together to break what became known as the east
channel.

The cutting of the east channel made a most im-
pressive scene. Burten [sland and Southwind—sister
ships of the Wind-class—were working 50 to 75
yards apart in the fast ice, employing the “railroad
track™ technigue. Alternately, each ship backs and
rauns. Ficture Burton [idand backing off three or four
.':hip lengths, applyving full power and charging. Faster
and faster she goes down the right side of the channel.
By the time her bow reaches the notch in the ice,
she has attained full speed. Despite her tremendous
mass, her bow leaps out of the water, rending and
smashing the ice ahead before she settles and comes
te a halt, As Burion Fdand 15 backing off for her
next onslaught, Soeuthiwind makes her full-power aps
proach down the [eft side of the channel. When
Southiwind mects the notch, gevsers of water shoot
into the air as the ice ahead of her folds under her
weight. A crack shoots through the ice, running over
to the right side of the channel just vacated by Bur-
ton Island. In this manner, the two ships ram the
ice every 6 to B minutes, hour after hour, day after
day, creatling a channel 100 to 150 yards wide.

Initially, great progress was made—a ship’s length
or mare at each ram. But the ice, which at iz north-
erm edge was about 3 feet thick, steadily increased in
thickness as lurther penetration was made towards
Hut Pont. Whth stll 25 or so nules remaining, it was
found that the jcebreakers advanced only 10 w 25
vards per ram, totalling on some davs a bare 1 or 1.5
miles. For 15 days the channel cotting continued,
with time out occasionally to rerum the channel,
whith was relreering. Glacier, meanwhile, was mak-
ing good progress in the west channel, and the two
parallcl channels had been joined by cracks and
cross channels. Wind and current carried the larpge
floes thus created out to open water.

Early in the moming of December 19, after the
channel had been pushed through 37 miles of ice o
within 5 miles of Hut Peint, one blade of Sowurh-
teripif e silmiboared F::npu-lle'r could stand the stram no
longer, Tts failure terminated Sexthadnd’s participa-
tion in channel-cutting operations. Burfon [fsland
carved out a turning basin and assisted Southesing
in turning around. With her bow snubbed tightly in
the notch i Burfen [dands stern (a conbguration
that was wr:,'lr |:|i|:'|:n=u:||=l:‘| ”El.rr.l'u'fhld'”:l, Sﬂu!.ﬁu.l]lr.lﬂ!
wak lomved oul of |]'I-I: 1.'|!|:.|:||1:"| 1o I.'IIF:IEH walkar, Suu!‘f.l.-
rraniad E_'i\'ing a puth 1.l.-ilh I'm:r Labpl L gn-mﬂ ﬁl:lﬂ.[l. wh-&n
needed. After pumping all unneeded fuel and lube
o1l to Burten Island and Glacier, Sonthiwingd headed
back to Wellington for repairs.
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From December 31, 1968 until January 8, 1969,
Southwind was in drydock, where a complete set of
new propeller blades was installed. Aflter refueling,
Southwind made for McMurdo again. En route, she
picked up HMNZS Endeaveur, which was waiting
in the pack to be escorted the rest of the way through
the ice. Upon arriving at McMurdo with Endeavour
at the end of her towline, Southwind found that
Burton Island and Glacier had completed the chan-
nel inte Winter Quarters Bay and broken out the
MGOTing are.

From January 17 until departure from MeMurdo,
Southwind was occupied with the escort of Endee-
vour, USNS Towle, USNS Alatna, and USNS Wyan-
dot, sometimes working with Burien [sland, some-
times independently. During this period, Burfon
Island returned to MNew Zealand for a well-camed
rest, and Glacier departed for the Weddell Sea.
Southwind also made a round trip to Hallett Station
and, between other tasks, wiredragged and sounded
Winter Quarters Bay.

All this was interesting work for the men of South-
wind, who never seemed to tire of iccbreaking or
escorting. The work assumed a new dimension when
it was realized that Southwind’s employment held
comsiderable fascination for those on shore. South-
wind entertained many wvisitors during this period,
some for hours, others for days. During the channel
cutting, some of the more agile visitors quickly
scrambled down a ladder at the bow and out onto
the ice to take pictures of the icebreakers head-on
as t'!m.r charged, reared up, and settled into the shat-
tered ice.

While Seuthwind was engaged in these Ross Sea
operations, plans were being developed for her sub-
sequent assignments. These included the establish-
ment of a satellite-tracking station on tiny, sub-
antarctic Heard Island in the Indian Oeean, and a
courtesy visit to Tanzania, on the eastern coast of
Africa. While Burton [rland was en route from
Wellington to McMurde, Southwind was directed
to proceed wvia Hallett Station to Perth, Australia,
to load cargo and receive passengers for the Heard
Island project. With Wyandot following, Southwind
left Winter Quarters Bay for the last time on Febru-
ary 7. On this outward voyage, open waler was
found over the entire route, a condition that would
have been most unlikely had it not been for the
earlier dogged determination of the icebreakers in
breaking the 42.mile channel to McMurde.

Thala Dan Assistance

The day after her departure from McMurdo, and
prior to arnval at Hallett Station, Southwind learned
by message of the difficulties being encountered by
the Danish vessel Thala Dan, which was attempting
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Figure 3. M5 Thals Don i the pock loe.

to penetrate the pack to resupply Australia’s Wilkes
Station on the Knox Coast. Thala Dan, at the time,
was beset in the pack, unable to move ecither ahead
or astern,

Pausing at Hallett only long enough to dispatch a
helicopter to the station, Southwind set out on her
1,800-mile mercy mission. In an effort to minumize
the time en route, a satellite readout of ice condi-
tions was requested from Task Force 43's advance
headquarters in Christchurch. A return message
recommended a track believed to be the shortest
route possible while keeping Southiwind outside the
pack.

On February 14, Southwind approached Thala
Dan (Fig. 3) in consolidated pack 5 miles from open
water. All hands and passengers were topside on
Thala Dan to watch Southwind make her slow but
steady approach through the compacted medium
floes, Heavy snow cover made the going more diffi-
cult, Southwind came up astern of Thalz Dan, which
had been sitting for a week, swung out around her,
clearing her side by but 15 yards, and then cut in
ahead. The path created by Southwind was encugh
to relieve the pressure of the ice on Thala Dan's side,
and she slipped in astern. Because of the total con-
centration of foes, the ice closed in rapidly about 100
yards astern of Southwind. This made it necessary
for Thala Dan to follow Southwind as closely as
possible, often within 50 yards, sometimes closer.
Reliable bridge-to-bridge FM radio communications
permitted instantaneous exchange of information be-
tween Southwind's conning officer and the master of
Thala Dan, who was maneuvering his ship from the
“ice house™ high up on the Danish vessel’s forward
mast, The easing of nervous tension was evident dur-

* ing this very close escort as Australian scientists and

Danish crewmembers on the forecastle of Thala Dan
exchanged volleys of snowballs with the American
crewmen on Southwind's Aight deck.
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Just before dark, and about half-way to open
water, Southwind was suddenly stopped by a stub-
born floe. Thala Dan, alerted by radiotelephone, at-
tempted evasive action, but there was not enough
distance between the two ships to permit Thala Dan
to stop or sheer completely away. Before she came to
a halt, the Aare of her bow, overhanging Southwind's
main deck, caught the after starboard corner of the
icebreaker’s flight deck and curled it under. This was
the only contact that occurred in an entire season of
close calls.

Open water was attained in the middle of the
night, and the “miniconvoy” backtracked about 50
miles to a point opposite Wilkes Station. By daylight,
it was heading into the pack again. Snow and re-
duced visibility prevented helicopter reconnaissance,
so it was simply a matter of bulling through about
30 miles of fairly solid pack 1o a good lead that be-
came open water the rest of the way to Wilkes. Then
the really hard work started. Even though Thala Dan
was behind schedule, 20 days had been allotted to
offload her fuel and cargo, to exchange wintering-
over personnel, and to activate the replacement
station that had been built across Newcombe Harbor
from Wilkes. Since it was apparent that Thala Dan
would need an escort out through the pack again, it
was agreed that Southwind would remain until the
work was finished and would contribute personnel,
boats, and helicopters to reduce the time involved.
The extent of Southwind's participation and the
cnergy expended by her crew may be best illustrated
by the fact that the 20 days were reduced to 4.

The modemn, well-equipped, well-staffed Casey

November-December 1969

LB Degsd Guard Fholé

Abave. USCGC Southwind anchered in Aftlos Cowe, Heard
Island, during carge offloading aperatien.

Leff, USCGE Soulhwind [bockground] ond Burlen lilend cu-
ting chonnel inle Winter Quartors Boy.
5.8, Nocy Phete

Station was dedicated on February 19, 1969. It re-
places the U.S.-built Wilkes Station, which is slowly
being buried in snow. Wilkes had been opened offi-
cially. on February 16, 1957. A little less than two
years later, it was transferred to Australian control,
although American scientists continued to work there
in subsequent years, These memories of past coopera-
tion were strengthened by the fact that Southwind,
which was aiding in the deactivation of Wilkes and
the opening of Casey Station, had, under her former
name of USS Atka, assisted in the establishment of
Wilkes in 1957.

Southwind and Thala Dan departed Casey around
midnight on February 19, following a route deter-
mined by helicopter reconnaissance the preceding
day. That night, however, there were many more
floes than expected. By dawn, the two-ship convoy
was making -only very slow progress in snow and
greatly reduced visibility. The flocs, heavy with snow,
were closing in directly astern; even up close, Thala
Dan had difficulty maintaining headway. Time aflter
ume, Southwind had to back down to push away
with her stern a large floe blocking the path of the
cargo ship or pinning her sides. The range between
the ships during these maneuvers was often measured
in inches. Towing was attemnpted, then abandoned
because Southwind hersell was having prnbl-l::ns with
the pack. When the snow 5tl::ppi:d that afternoon,
there was the frustrating sight of open water no more
than B miles away. It seemed that there had to be an
easier way, and the helicopters found it. They recom-
mended that the two chips backtrack a few miles,
then proceed west and north through less concen-
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trated pack. Exiting the heavy pack as night fell
Southwind went on ahead to scout and found prog-
ress quite easy in 6 oktas of brash and small foes
having little snow cover. Thala Dan was advised of
these conditions, and it was suggested that she join
Southwind.

The scene that followed was vividly impressive, It
was a quiet, pitch-dark might. The surface of the
water was nearly covered with brash and floec
Southwind was proceeding slowly, awaiting Thala
Dan, Surrounding the two ships were hundreds of
monstrous tabular icebergs. Carbon-are searchlight
beams from both ships swung back and forth, as the
!hips weaved and turned. P‘ifnﬁing lhruugh the dark-
ness, the brilliant shafts pointed out the best route to
follow-—and the I;iilﬂgl_‘.!'ﬁ. The:!.r i"l:u:ninated, one at a
time, the ghostly giants, many of which passed close
aboard and utterly dwarfed the two puny intruders,
Altogether, it was a fascinating, eerie,”and thrilling
evening that made it truly a night o remember.

The next morning, Southwind and Thala Dan
entered open water and assumed their respective
eracks, Thala Dan headicg for Melboume, and
Southwind for Fremantle, the port for Perth, capital
of Western Australia.

Thus ended an adventure in international coopera-
tion, in which a United States icebreaker assisted a
Danish ship under charter to French and Australian
expeditions and helped, too, in the establishment of a
new Australian station dedicated to the advancement
of science. This assistance epitomizes the spirit of the
Antarctic Treaty.

On to Heard Island

The seven-day voyagpe to Perth was uneventful
except for the onset of evaporator problems which
were to plague Southwind for many days. Arriving
at Fremantle on February 27, Seuthwind proceeded
immediately to lead cargo and receive passengers for
her next project, the establishment of a satellite-
tracking station on Heard Island. In addition to per-
sonnel of the U.S. Army Topographic Command
(formerly the Army Map Service), Southwind was
to carry three stalwart Australians who would con-
duct a wildlife census and glacier study for the Aus-
traliai  Mational Antarctic  Rescarch  Expedition
[ANARE). Follawing a well-earned rest, Southwind,
her water problems still unsolved, departed Fremantle
for Heard Tsland on March 4.

The construction of the PAGEOS (Passive Geo-
detic Satellite) tracking station on Heard Island
proved to be the least glamorous, but one of the
most interesting projects awarded Southwind, The
glacier-covered island [ies in the southern Indian
Ocean at 53°8, 73°E., some 900 miles north of the
Antarctic Continent but still within the Antarctic
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Convergence. Information available to Southwind
prior to her arrival at Heard Island indicated that it
would be cold, windy, and cloudy at her destination,
with Irequent gales, an average of only 1.7 hours of
sunshine per day, and rain or snow {o be expected on
300 days of the year. The lack of safe anchorages
also presented a problem, Atlas Cove appeared to
be the safest, but it enjoyed a reputation of being
unusable half the time, often being swept by gales
commaonly gusting between 60 and 100 knots. Need-
less to say, “apprehension” was the byword en route

o Heard Island. £

Southwind arrived at Heard Igland on March 11
in relatively pleasant weather with a falling barom-
eter, 3-mile visibility, 20-knot wind, rain, and 10-foot
seas. The “[air”" weather held long enough to enable
the shore party, consisting of 20 Southuind personnel
and & Tepographic Command personnel to land in
Atlas Cove, using LCVPs. There, they commenced
to locate prepositioned supplies which, together with
the cargo aboard Southwind—including the elee-
tronic, timing, and photographic equipment--would
support the tracking station for nine months.

As the first day wore on, Heard Island began to
live up fo its reputation, with rain, fog, 43-knot winds,
and fi-foot swells within the confines of Atlas Cove.
This was obviously not an environment suitable for
offflvading delicate precision instruments. Indeed, it
wasn't sultable for remaining at anchor, and as dark-
ness approached and the weather worsened, prudence
dictated a retreat to open water. At sea, Southwind
rode out 4 gale, first heading into, and then running
before, 30-foot seas, jealously guarding the 40 tons of
critical cargo lashed to her flight deck,

The remainder of Soulhwinds stint at Heard
Island was spent under relatively favorable condi-
tions enabling rapid offfcading by LOVPs and two
LARC amphibious vehicles, although they did it with
an ever-present sea swell entering the cove and break-
ing on the beach. The shore party worked from
dawn to dusk daily, setting up a 3-generator power
plant, leveling the terrain, assembling prefabricated
buildings, installing plumbing, heating and wiring
systemns, and renovating usable buildings from the
ANARE station abandoned in 1957,

An interesting sidelight to the Heard Island ven-
ture was ihe establishment there of an amateur radio
station by Southwind’s operations officer. Although
marked “Australian™ on maps, Heard Island is listed
in the ham register as a separate country, and it had
never been heard from, The hastily constructed sta-
tion, given its own call sign by the Australian govern-
ment, was operated conbinuously, night and day, for
the entire period. Over 2,800 contacts were made by
jubilant amateurs in 87 countries.

In the midst of the Heard Island project, South-
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wind was advised that Thala Dan was in trouble
again, being unable to penetrate the outer pack for
the annual resupply and relief of Dumont d'Urville,
the French antarctic station. Southwind immediately
announced her readines to assist. With the chance
of returning to Antarctica to assist Thala Dan Joom-
ing very large on her operational honzon, South-
wind’s previously marginal freshwater situation—a
result of the malfunctioning evaporators—suddenly
became intolerably entical. Glacial meltwater pro-
vided an unlimited, but not easily accessible, source
of fresh water on Heard [sland. After damming cne
meltwater stream to form a pool, crewmen pumped
water into 13-man rubber lifeboats that had been
inflated inside LCVPs and LARCs, which then trans-
ported the water to Southwind. Because 65,000 gal-
lens of fresh water were needed, the use of these
jury-rigged water Lighters-would have required 3 days
of round-the-clock operations.

Direct pumping offered the only possibility of
expediting the watering operations. This entailed
maneuvering Southwind to within 400 vards of the
shore and within five feet of Atlas Cove's rocky,
poorly charted bottom, Utilizing every available foot
of hose, the connections were made and pumps
started. Fresh water began to splash into Southainds
tanks, but before long, the hose parted under the
stresses of its own weight and the attention of play-
ful leopard seals, who found eanvas and rubber a
new taste thrill. After several unsuccessful atternpts
te terig the hose, it became apparent that rubber-
hoat lightering operations would have to be resumed
on a continuous basis to obtain as much water as
possible prior to departure the following day,

Southwind left Heard Island in the evening of
March 17, leaving behind the six Topographic Com-
mand personnel, a completely self-sustaining satellite-
tracking station, and one LCVPF, which had
broached in the surf and been washed ashore during
the water-lightering operation.

The next day, Southwind learned that Thola Dan
had begp joined by anather Danish supply vessel, and
that the combined helicopter strength of the two
ships was adequate to ferry passengers and cargo
across the pack. The station was relieved without the

necessity of entering the ice, eliminating the need for
Soulhwind to dash southward.

Across the Indian Ocean to Africa

Southwind set out from Heard Island for a differ-
ent type of “icebreaking,” one not dependent upon
the strength of her hull or her engines. The forth-
coming venture in the ficld of “diplomatic icebreak-
ing” would rely solely on the appearance of Scuth-
wind and ber crew, and the manner in which they
conducted themselves during the first visit by a U8,
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Government vessel to the United Republic of Tan-
zania since the union in 1964 of the republics of
Tanganyika and Zanzibar,

In order to restore Southwind’s external appear-
ance, which had suffered severely during the four
months spent operating in and around the Ant-
arctic, a 3-day stopover in Port Louis, Mauritius, was
scheduled to commence on March 25, This was in-
tended to be a working visit, but the sight of this
strange-looking vessel in their harbor apparently
aroused the curiosity of local officials, and Southuwind
soon found herself readying her sideboys and henor
guard to receive official wvisits from the Governor
General, the Mayor, and other Mauritian digni-
tzries, In addition to the honor of receiving these
distinguished visitors, Southwing gained invaluable
experience in the protocol of honors and ceremonies,
which was to be the main theme of the Tanzanian
visit. Working around and between official visits, the
crew managed to paint the hull and repair many of
the sears of ice and weather,

After a 4-day run across a mirrorlike westemn
Indian Ocean, during which her facelifting was com-
pleted, a rejuvenated Southwind rode the morming
tide into the beautiful little harbor of Dar es Salaam,
Tanzania. A polar icebreaker riding at anchor was,
to say the least, a unique sight in this African harbor,
A shipboard press conference was followed by official
calls on such perscnages as the Second Vice President
of Tanzania, the Chief of Defense Forces, the Inspec-
tor Gereral of Tanzanian Palice, and the Mayor of
Dar es Salaam. The return calls were most impres-
sive, with honors rendered to the dignitaries as they
debarked fromn Southwind's helicopters an the ship's
flight deck or zseended the accommodation ladder
to the quarterdeck, :

On the premise that people-to-people diplomacy is
the best way to make a goodwill wvisit successful,
Southwind was opened to the public for both after-
noons of her 2-day stay in Dar es Salaam. Mean-
while, many of her crew, immaculate in tropical
white uniforms, investigated the exofic east African
city, and Southwind athletes shared honors with the
Tanzanian Defense Force's basketball and volleyball
teamns, Approximately 200 Tanzapians took ad-
vantage of thc opportunity to tour the unusoal
Amencan vessel,

A request from the U.S. Consul at Zanzibar resulted
n Southwind stopping at the lependary “Clove
Island.” Dunng her 12-hour stay in Zanzibar, South-
wind managed to dueplicate on a smaller scale all
that had been accomplished in Dar es Salaam. It was
with a great deal of satisfaction that Southwind set
sail from Zanzibar, completing 3 days of creating
goodwill among the leaders and populace of Tan-
Zana.
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Xoafewined's Noal (buc fmt pumly cecrmabional)
stop was in 1he coforful African eesort oity of Lao-
venco Mamques, Mosambigue, where she ammived wn
Andl B With s carge to hapdle, no official visners
tor rereive, aned ne (rantic efforts o reslore the slip's
appiearanie, all hands spent 3 days theronghly enjoy-
tg themselas in the bustiinp, medern ';lhr

Icmicward Boond

Having taken o enoug® diese] furl to mt her hack
to Daltimore «aatly, Southwrnd departed Loorenpn

Waryues oo Apell 11 on the long Jast ol ber oo

ney arcukd the worid. Afrer the expecred mough s
around Cape of Good Hope, the jcehreaker was wel-
comed by a mest cooperative Adantic Coran, Her
el oir] eogines. however, had heen se straimel and
knocked about in aotarctic operations that ahey
started ro gulp lubricating oil ab a rale thal surpasacd
al! carlicr eonsumption records. It bioeame necrssary
o cut back to two-engioe operacon, exisoding the
lengthy deployment by a few more days But the sesws
were calm, and the sun was shininz hearbly ; wilh at
chores suocessiully accomplisher, holiduy rontine wan
abeervel each afternoon after guarlers and diills

Arrangements were mads by radin rmissee Lo haer
drumes of lihe oil ready at Heimesla for hedcopeer
pickup as Sswghwing cruised by, As ar tarned aul,
this scherne fitted in very well with an agastnce a9
Fouthroivd waz called npon o pedorm. Ae Anerican
hmlk-rargr varrier bl reguested oedical adwvice lor
a seamnan thowght w3 have w Llesliog oleer, Com-
mnications were eslablisbed when Sowthevid was
443 miles awav, and a reedewvoos ol was ageed
upaa. When L Lwa ships weac 23 mile: apart,
Foecdheingd clir,[_::-l.rr_'?'.-::|| a |1l‘.|iIZlIE?L¢!J’ lH'..‘:u'iJ'LH the ce-
baeakee's doelor, a varpanan, and all e cquipment
thee clactor thouelit necessary L swstain the merchant
stiaciner. e miedical tean was Bwered to the mer-
ehant. ghip, wml a blwed saeple taben ooonediately
[tvan Lhe ratient was diepaschcd in the hewering heli-
copler 0 Sextkind for sty When lests reveled
that e patient bad lost much blood, the doctor lined
wp dovoes af e proper bloed wpe amcag the crew
of the metchant ship.

The: paticet, sull o rotical —bul stalde  condition,
was transferred to & hespital in Bermuda the follow-
g movnitg. Afler the carge aivlift was ooapleced,
the doctor and the corpsman weore returned vo Sowth-
wind by helicoprer, It can be stated with a cercain
amount of conviction that Seuthwid's doctor saved
the life of (he seanan, adding the capstove o a long
but éxciting coaisc,

On May 6, $owrhwmd discharged her helicopter
detachment &t Norfolk, Va., and that afteroson and
evening she made a leisurely rip up Chesapeake Day,
In the moming of May 7, Sowthnind moored at her

00

berth at the Coast Guard Yaord in Baltimors, where
wany of the crew were reunited with their Canilies
ter the accompamirnent of L local hand.

The Big Pictare

What had transpired in the 207 davs sloce Soiths
wind's depurture frem Balbmore on October 14
15687 Fuel consumption had cotaled [290,000 gal-
lons, Mine o escorts hod been concucted. Sewil-
wind had been beset in the ice on fliee prasivne and
struck once, but the ce proved o mateh for hi—
she ulticzately broge wd estumated 15,000,000 tons of
ire at @ cost of just one 334-1on progeller blade. She
had participated in the cunstroction aml coninisston-
g of two new stations. In visiting 14 places around
the wl;irld, she had enterlaioed sume ?rﬁﬂl] wIETOS.
She hod opersted her helicoprers for 258 Longrd und
lier boats for 302 houss. She huad u';tmj.l-n:'l-r.:{[ Al [as-
sengers and 280 000 pounds of cavgs ke warions places
1o the Squtht:m Hl.'.‘_'[l‘.llu[.lht[t.

L shers, whie eud aanmpeleted o 35,0000mile, around-
theawi:'d voyaee without major meident and accom-
almhen? all avdirned sk

“The crow ol Sowthwind was subwguecly ewurdsd che
Cleasr aoard Llwir Cormendadon Kitban for cxocpboo-

ally cgunioriagd sevioen,
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