
United States Coast Guard

MISLE Incident Investigation Report
For

SINKING OF J.R. NICHOLLS IN THE HSC

On 09Feb2010 19:00:00 EST

MISLE Activity Number: 3679031
MISLE Case Number: 490397



I. INCIDENT INVESTIGATION – GENERAL INFORMATION

HOU2010/0063: On February 10, 2010, at approximately 10:00 p.m., local time, UTV JR Nicholls was 
transiting outbound on the Houston Ship Channel en route to Rhodia Baytown, Texas, unfaced with its 
engine room doors secured in the open position. JR Nicholls crossed into the wheel wash of the harbor 
tug ATLAS and was pushed toward the bank, resulting in JR Nicholls immediately heeling to port and 
losing stability. While JR Nicholls was heeling to port, water entered the engine room through the port 
engine room door. The sudden ingress of water into the engine room; led to progressive, unstoppable 
flooding further loss of stability, and the onset of sinking. The Master and one deckhand abandoned ship 
and swam to shore, where they were met by Lyondell (Houston Refinery) personnel who transferred 
them to awaiting Emergency Medical Service vehicle. Within minutes, JR Nicholls rode up and sank, 
stern first, in the vicinity of Houston Refinery's docks Houston Ship Channel. Upon sinking, JR Nicholls 
discharge approximately 10,000 gallons of diesel, which entered the Houston Ship Channel and created 
a visible sheen.

At 10:30p.m., local time, Sector Houston/Galveston's Vessel Traffic Service received a radio report via 
VHF Channel 16 from the UTV Andrew K that the JR Nicholls was sinking in the vicinity of the Lyondell 
Deer Park facility, Houston Ship Channel, with possible five persons onboard. Sector Houston/Galveston 
issued an urgent marine information broadcast and launched Station Houston and Air station Houston 
assets. It was confirmed that J R Nicholls sank with five people onboard the vessel; two crewmembers 
(the Master and one deckhand) were able to escape prior to the vessel sinking, while three others 
remained on the submerged vessel.

Approximately 20 minutes after the vessel sank; two more survivors (the Pilot and a deckhand) surfaced 
and were rescued by crewmembers from the UTV MIA Kelley.  The MIA Kelley crewmembers transferred 
the survivors to the UTV SNIPE where they were treated for exposure and shock. All survivors were 
subsequently transported to the hospital for treatment of injuries sustained while abandoning vessel. 
Kinder Morgan Ship Channel Services the operator of JR Nicholls was reminded by Investigating Officer 
that drug and alcohol testing was required due to incident classification as a serious marine incident.  
The remaining crewmember was believed to be still aboard the sunken vessel after all others had made 
it to safety.

The following day, February 11, 2010, at approximately 12:00 p.m., local time, salvage divers recovered 
the body of the missing crewmember in the engine room of the sunken vessel. The vessel was 
eventually raised and salvaged. A thorough inspection of the vessel was completed; no obvious 
mechanical or material cause was noted.

On February12, 2010, Sector Houston-Galveston requested assistance in support of its Marine Casualty 
Investigation from CG MSC SERT Team. Sector Houston-Galveston requested Marine Safety Center 
help to determined JR Nicholls stability conditions prior to sinking. It was determined by the Marine 
Safety Center that at the time of the casualty, the JR Nicholls' stability was likely significantly less than 
required to satisfy 46 CFR part 170.173 criteria for a protected route. Had the vessel met the protected 
waters criteria in 46 CFR part 170.173, it would likely have had approximately twice as much area under 
the right arm curve before downflooding. Based on the estimate of the pre-casualty load condition, if the 
doors on the main deck were open, downflooding into the engine room would have occurred at an angle 
of heel of approximately 16o. Downflooding would have occurred at a significantly greater angle of heel 
had JR Nicholls been operating with the main deck doors closed. While the Marine Safety Center can't 
say whether or not a larger downflooding angle and/or compliance with 46 CFR part 170.173 criteria 
would have allowed JR Nicholls to survive the waves and propeller wash it encountered, both would 
have given JR Nicholls a much larger margin of safety.

On April 10, 2010, Sector Houston-Galveston received the autopsy report. The report concluded that 
individual's death was due to drowning.

Findings of Fact:

1. UTV JR Nicholls was transiting inbound Houston Ship Channel from Greens Bayou Fleeting en route 
to RHODIA Brady's Island with Captain/ Master, piloting. The JR Nicholls had previously received orders 
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to pick a barge at Rhodia Baytown; however, the Master had misread his orders as stating “Rhodia 
Brady's Landing.” The Master was already transiting to Rhodia Brady's Island, and had nearly arrived 
there before realizing the error. Once the mistake was detected, the Master changed course for Rhodia 
Baytown.

2. At the time of the transit, the Captain held the proper endorsements and training to operate JR 
Nicholls; he is an experienced master on his 6th license renewal.

3. During this transit, JR Nicholls was unfaced with water, fuel, and oil tanks topped off.

4. There were five persons onboard JR Nicholls at this time: Mate/Pilot, three Deckhands and the 
Master.

5. M/V MISS LUCY was making preparations to moor at Woodhouse Dock No.1 with the assistance of 
Harbor Tugs ANDREW K and ATLAS. MISS LUCY is a Chemical Tanker that's approximately 600 ft 
long/ 105.6 ft wide and draft 42.7 ft. ATLAS is 91.9ft in length and ANDREW K is 87 ft in length.  
ANDREW K is a 3900 hp twin screw vessel.

6.  ATLAS made fast, forward, to MISSY LUCY with engines at all stop.

7.  ANDREW K made fast, portside stern quarter, to MISS LUCY pushing.

8. As JR Nicholls approached MISS LUCY and her assist tugs the Master was at the helm, three 
crewmembers were asleep, and one crewmember was in engine room painting; JR Nicholls was 
transiting with engine room doors secured in the open position.

9. Houston Pilot onboard MISS LUCY made a safety broadcast announcing the intention to moor M/V 
MISS LUCY at Woodhouse Dock No.1.

10. Master of JR Nicholls did not acknowledge the Houston Pilot's ship to ship communication from 
onboard MISS LUCY, nor did he make his intentions known prior to entering the wheel wash of 
ANDREW K.

11.  JR Nicholls entered into the wheel wash of the ANDREW K.

12. The wheel wash caused JR Nicholls to heel over to port causing main deck to dip below waterline 
allowing the ingress of water into the engine room.

13.  JR Nicholls experienced progressive flooding as it heeled over to port in the Houston Ship Channel.

14. Master sounded general alarm.

15.  JR Nicholls began sinking in Houston Ship Channel.
16. Master and Deckhand abandoned ship; they swam to shore area at Houston Refinery, where they 
were met by employees of the refinery, who placed them in a vehicle until emergency crews arrived.

17. JR Nicholls sank and discharged more than 10,000 gallons of fuel and lubricating oil into Houston 
Ship Channel, with Pilot/Mate and two Deckhands still aboard.

18. The Houston Ship Channel was closed to traffic due to the JR Nicholls sinking and pollution.

19.  JR Nicholls rested on the bottom of Houston Ship Channel with two crew members trapped in the 
stateroom. They were sustained by a pocket of air inside the compartment where they were. They were 
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trapped for more than twenty minutes before escaping through a window that they broke out in the 
stateroom to free themselves.

20. Mia Kelley rescued two JR Nicholls crewmembers,  and  from the Houston Ship 
Channel as they surfaced, and transferred them to the UTV Snipe, the crewmembers of which provided 
emergency care until emergency vehicles arrived. 

21. Four crewmembers of the JR Nichols were transported via ambulance to a nearby Hospital for 
treatment and drug and alcohol testing.

22. On February 11, 2010, the body of missing Deckhand Steven Seymore was recovered by salvage 
divers. The body was discovered in the engine room of JR Nicholls. Divers found the body floating above 
the starboard generator.

23.  On February 13, 2010, JR Nicholls was recovered from the Houston Ship Channel. 

  Summary
  
The Captain is an experienced mariner who has passed astern of Harbor Tugs assisting with deep draft 
vessel mooring operations on many occasions and is experienced with the affects of wheel wash against 
his vessel: wheel wash pushes on the submerges part of the passing vessel, and causes  it to move 
away. Leading up to the incident, the Captain was proceeding as though the wheel wash would affect his 
vessel as it had on prior occasions, to pushed the vessel away. However, as JR Nicholls was topped off 
with fuel, potable water, and lube oil, the affects of the wheel wash were more extreme due to the vessel 
riding lower in the water than normal. As a result, the wheel wash caused JR Nicholls to suddenly and 
violently heel over to port, allowing water to enter through the open port engine room door. 

The entrance of water into the engine room caused JR Nicholls to flood and eventually sink with 
Pilot/Mate and two Deckhands on onboard. Two crewmembers, after being trapped for more than twenty 
minutes onboard JR Nicholls as she rested on the bottom of the Houston Ship Channel; escaped 
through a window to safety and were rescued by the crew of the UTV Mia Kelly. Seymore's body was 
discovered during salvage operations in the engine room of JR Nicholls.. JR Nicholls was raised out 
Houston Ship Channel on February 13, 2010.

Recommendations

Recommend this case be forwarded to CG District Eight for referral of case to the U.S. attorney for 
criminal prosecution under U.S. Code Tile 18, Part I, Chapter 51 § 1115 Misconduct or neglect of ship 
officers.

Violation of Inland Navigation Rule 2

On February 10, 2010, the Captain was piloting JR Nicholls outbound Houston Ship Channel en route to 
Rhodia Baytown failed to keep away from propeller wash produced by nearby harbor tugs, failed to 
operate his vessel with engine room doors closed and secured, and failed to reach an agreement for 
proceeding safely through area where two harbor tugs were assisting in the mooring of a deep draft 
vessel.

As a result of the Captain's actions, the JR Nicholls went down in the Houston Ship Channel with three 
crewmembers onboard. Two of the three crewmembers onboard were able to free themselves and were 
rescued as they surface. The one remaining crewmember drowned.

Personnel Casualty Summary

Total Missing = 0

Total Dead = 1

Total Injured = 0
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II. LOCATIONS

Description Latitude Longitude

Incident Location                                                               29°43.5 N 095°14.0 W

HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                         
   

29°43.1 N 095°14.5 W

Incident Location                                                               29°43.5 N 095°14.0 W

III. INVOLVED PERSONNEL

Name: 
Team Lead: No
Point Of Contact: No
Role: Investigation General - Legacy
Status: 
Department Id: 007311
Type/Rank: Enlisted - Military Enlisted (E9)
Agency Type/Agency: Unknown/Unknown
Source Id/Source: /Direct Access Personnel
Comments: 

Name: 
Team Lead: No
Point Of Contact: No
Role: Investigation General - Legacy
Status: 
Department Id: 002817
Type/Rank: Enlisted - Military Enlisted (E5)
Agency Type/Agency: Unknown/Unknown
Source Id/Source: /Direct Access Personnel
Comments: 

Total At Risk, Not Injured = 4

Total People At Risk = 5

Vessel(s) Status Summary

Actual Total Loss = 0

Total Constructive Loss Salvaged = 1

Total Constructive Loss Unsalvaged = 0

Damaged = 0

Undamaged = 6

Property Damage Summary

Vessel(s) = $ 900000

Cargo = $ 0

Facility(s) = $ 0

Other =  $ 480000000

* Includes estimates
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Name: 
Team Lead: No
Point Of Contact: No
Role: Investigation General - Legacy
Status: 
Department Id: 007234
Type/Rank: Officers w/ Prior Enl Exp - Military Officer (O3E)
Agency Type/Agency: Unknown/Unknown
Source Id/Source: /Direct Access Personnel
Comments: 

Name: 
Team Lead: No
Point Of Contact: No
Role: Investigation General - Legacy
Status: 
Department Id: 007320
Type/Rank: Enlisted - Military Enlisted (E6)
Agency Type/Agency: Unknown/Unknown
Source Id/Source: /Direct Access Personnel
Comments: 

Name: 
Team Lead: No
Point Of Contact: No
Role: Investigation General - Legacy
Status: 
Department Id: 037717
Type/Rank: Enlisted - Military Enlisted (E6)
Agency Type/Agency: Unknown/Unknown
Source Id/Source: /Direct Access Personnel
Comments: 

Name: 
Team Lead: No
Point Of Contact: No
Role: Investigation General - Legacy
Status: 
Department Id: 000543
Type/Rank: Enlisted - Military Enlisted (E6)
Agency Type/Agency: Unknown/Unknown
Source Id/Source: /Direct Access Personnel
Comments: 

Name: 
Team Lead: No
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Point Of Contact: No
Role: Investigation General - Legacy
Status: 
Department Id: 007865
Type/Rank: Enlisted - Military Enlisted (E6)
Agency Type/Agency: Unknown/Unknown
Source Id/Source: /Direct Access Personnel
Comments: 

Name: 
Team Lead: No
Point Of Contact: No
Role: Investigation General - Legacy
Status: 
Department Id: CGRETDEPT
Type/Rank: Officer - Military Officer (O3)
Agency Type/Agency: Unknown/Unknown
Source Id/Source: /Direct Access Personnel
Comments: 

Name: 
Team Lead: No
Point Of Contact: No
Role: Investigation General - Legacy
Status: 
Department Id: 038134
Type/Rank: Enlisted - Military Enlisted (E4)
Agency Type/Agency: Unknown/Unknown
Source Id/Source: /Direct Access Personnel
Comments: 

Name: 
Team Lead: No
Point Of Contact: No
Role: Investigation General - Legacy
Status: 
Department Id: 004465
Type/Rank: Enlisted - Military Enlisted (E6)
Agency Type/Agency: Unknown/Unknown
Source Id/Source: /Direct Access Personnel
Comments: 

IV. INVOLVED TEAM

V. INVOLVED SUBJECTS
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Involved Vessels
Name: ANDREW K
Flag: UNITED STATES
Primary VIN: 964050
Call Sign: WAO2822   
Damage Status: Undamaged
Role: Involved in a Marine Casualty
Classification, Type, Subtype: Towing Vessel, General, General
Gross Tonnage:
Net Tonnage:
Dead Wt. Tonnage:
Length: 87.0
Home/Hailing Port:
Keel Laid Date:
Delivery Date:
Place of Construction: HOUMA, Louisiana, UNITED STATES
Builder Name:
Propulsion Type:
Ahead HP:
Master:   
Classification Society:
Owner:
Operator:
Inspection Subchapter:
Most Recent Vessel Inspection Activity:

 
Name: ATLAS
Flag: UNITED STATES
Primary VIN: 1075323
Call Sign: WCY8471   
Damage Status: Undamaged
Role: Involved in a Marine Casualty
Classification, Type, Subtype: Towing Vessel, Harbor/Ship Assist (Tug), General
Gross Tonnage:
Net Tonnage:
Dead Wt. Tonnage:
Length: 91.9
Home/Hailing Port:
Keel Laid Date:
Delivery Date:
Place of Construction: HOUMA, Louisiana, UNITED STATES
Builder Name:
Propulsion Type:
Ahead HP:
Master:   
Classification Society:
Owner:
Operator:
Inspection Subchapter:
Most Recent Vessel Inspection Activity:

 
Name: MIA KELLEY
Flag: UNITED STATES
Primary VIN: 1188649
Call Sign: WDD3950   
Damage Status: Undamaged
Role: Moored/Anchored  in Vicinity of Primary Subject
Classification, Type, Subtype: Towing Vessel, General, General
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Gross Tonnage:
Net Tonnage:
Dead Wt. Tonnage:
Length: 85.8
Home/Hailing Port:
Keel Laid Date:
Delivery Date:
Place of Construction: PANAMA CITY, Florida, UNITED STATES
Builder Name: EASTERN SHIPBUILDING GROUP INC
Propulsion Type:
Ahead HP:
Master:   
Classification Society:
Owner:
Operator:
Inspection Subchapter:
Most Recent Vessel Inspection Activity:

 
Name: MISS LUCY
Flag: MARSHALL ISLANDS
Primary VIN: 9396799
Call Sign: V7OM5     
Damage Status: Undamaged
Role: Involved in a Marine Casualty
Classification, Type, Subtype: Tank Ship, Chemical Tank Ship, Oil & Chemical 

Tank Ship
Gross Tonnage:
Net Tonnage:
Dead Wt. Tonnage: 50661
Length: 600.4
Home/Hailing Port:
Keel Laid Date: 31Oct2007
Delivery Date: 28May2008
Place of Construction: Tong Young City, KOREA, DEMOCRATIC 

PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF
Builder Name: SPP Shipbuilding Co., LTD
Propulsion Type: Diesel Direct
Ahead HP:
Master:   
Classification Society: DNV GL
Owner:
Operator:
Inspection Subchapter:
Most Recent Vessel Inspection Activity:

 
Name: RICHARD J DEVALL
Flag: UNITED STATES
Primary VIN: 590031
Call Sign: WDC3710   
Damage Status: Total Constructive Loss: Salvaged
Role: Involved in a Marine Casualty
Classification, Type, Subtype: Towing Vessel, General, General
Gross Tonnage: 72
Net Tonnage: 57
Dead Wt. Tonnage:
Length: 56.3
Home/Hailing Port:
Keel Laid Date:
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Delivery Date: 01Jan1978
Place of Construction: BOURG, Louisiana, UNITED STATES
Builder Name:
Propulsion Type: Diesel Reduction
Ahead HP: 690
Master:   
Classification Society:
Owner:
Operator: Kinder Morgan Ship Channel Services
Inspection Subchapter: C
Most Recent Vessel Inspection Activity: 2652661, 18May2006 09:17:00 EDT

 
Name: SABINE PASS
Flag: UNITED STATES
Primary VIN: 1194886
Call Sign: WDD9379   
Damage Status: Undamaged
Role: Moored/Anchored  in Vicinity of Primary Subject
Classification, Type, Subtype: Towing Vessel, General, General
Gross Tonnage:
Net Tonnage:
Dead Wt. Tonnage:
Length: 68.9
Home/Hailing Port:
Keel Laid Date:
Delivery Date:
Place of Construction: BOURG, Louisiana, UNITED STATES
Builder Name: INTRACOASTAL IRON WORKS INC
Propulsion Type:
Ahead HP:
Master:   
Classification Society:
Owner:
Operator:
Inspection Subchapter:
Most Recent Vessel Inspection Activity:

 
Name: SNIPE
Flag: UNITED STATES
Primary VIN: 645914
Call Sign: WDD8742   
Damage Status: Undamaged
Role: Moored/Anchored  in Vicinity of Primary Subject
Classification, Type, Subtype: Towing Vessel, General, General
Gross Tonnage:
Net Tonnage:
Dead Wt. Tonnage:
Length: 56.0
Home/Hailing Port:
Keel Laid Date:
Delivery Date:
Place of Construction: VINTON, Louisiana, UNITED STATES
Builder Name: VINTON SHIPBUILDING & REPAIR INC
Propulsion Type:
Ahead HP:
Master:   
Classification Society:
Owner:
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Operator:
Inspection Subchapter: C
Most Recent Vessel Inspection Activity: 3118686, 20Dec2007 04:46:00 EST

 
Involved Persons

Status: Not at Risk
Role: Witness
Gender:
Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
Email Address:
Phone Number:
Address (Home/Primary Residence):
Comments:

Status: Not at Risk
Role: Witness
Gender:
Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
Email Address:
Phone Number:
Address (Home/Primary Residence):
Comments:

Status: Not at Risk
Role: Medical Review Officer
Gender: Male
Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
Email Address:
Phone Number (Daytime Phone): 713-665-4687
Address (Primary): Houston Medical Testing Services

2646 S. Loop West, Suite 550
Houston, TX 77054 US

Comments:

Status: Not at Risk
Role: Witness
Gender:
Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
Email Address:
Phone Number:
Address (Home/Primary Residence):
Comments:

Status: Not at Risk
Role: Other
Gender: Male
Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
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Email Address:
Phone Number:
Address (Primary):  US
Comments:

Status: Not at Risk
Role: Witness
Gender: Male
Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
Email Address:
Phone Number:
Address (Home/Primary Residence):
Comments:

Status: Not at Risk
Role: Witness
Gender: Male
Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
Email Address:
Phone Number (Daytime Phone):
Address (Home/Primary Residence):  

US
Comments:

Status: Not at Risk
Role: Witness
Gender: Male
Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
Email Address:
Phone Number:
Address (Home/Primary Residence):  

US
Comments:

Status: Not at Risk
Role: Witness
Gender: Male
Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
Email Address:
Phone Number (Daytime Phone):
Address (Primary):  US
Comments:

Status: At Risk, Not Injured
Role: Witness
Gender: Male
Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
Email Address:
Phone Number:
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Address (Home/Primary Residence):
Comments:

Status: Not at Risk
Role: Medical Review Officer
Gender: Male
Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
Email Address:
Phone Number (Primary): 713 448-6965
Address (Primary): 9301 Southwest Freeway #5053Houston, TX 77074 

US
Comments:

Status: Not at Risk
Role: Witness
Gender:
Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
Email Address:
Phone Number (Mobile):
Address (Home/Primary Residence):
Comments:

Status: At Risk, Not Injured
Role: Subject of Investigation
Gender: Male
Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
Email Address:
Phone Number:
Address (Home/Primary Residence):
Comments:

Status: Not at Risk
Role: Witness
Gender:
Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
Email Address:
Phone Number (Mobile):
Address (Primary):
Comments:

Status: Not at Risk
Role: Witness
Gender: Male
Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
Email Address:
Phone Number:
Address (Home/Primary Residence):
Comments:
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Status: At Risk, Not Injured
Role: Witness
Gender: Male
Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
Email Address:
Phone Number:
Address (Home/Primary Residence):
Comments:

Status: Not at Risk
Role: Witness
Gender: Male
Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
Email Address:
Phone Number:
Address (Home/Primary Residence):  

US
Comments:

Status: Not at Risk
Role: Other
Gender:
Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
Email Address:
Phone Number (Mobile):
Address (Primary):
Comments:

Status: Not at Risk
Role: Witness
Gender:
Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
Email Address:
Phone Number:
Address (Home/Primary Residence):
Comments:

Status: Not at Risk
Role: Witness
Gender: Male
Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
Email Address:
Phone Number:
Address (Home/Primary Residence):
Comments:

Status: Not at Risk
Role: Witness
Gender: Male
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Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
Email Address:
Phone Number (Mobile):
Address (Home/Primary Residence):  

US
Comments:

Status: Not at Risk
Role: Certifying Scientist
Gender: Male
Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
Email Address:
Phone Number (Daytime Phone): 281 929-6100
Address (Primary Place of Business): Memorial Hermann

11800 Astoria BLVD
Houston, TX 77089 US

Comments:
SEYMORE, STEVEN EDWARD
Status: Dead
Role: Subject of Investigation
Gender: Male
Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
Email Address:
Phone Number:
Address (Primary):
Comments:

Status: Not at Risk
Role: Witness
Gender:
Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
Email Address:
Phone Number:
Address (Home/Primary Residence):
Comments:

Status: Not at Risk
Role: Witness
Gender: Male
Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
Email Address:
Phone Number (Mobile):
Address (Home/Primary Residence):

Comments:

Status: Not at Risk
Role: Witness
Gender:
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Drug and Alcohol Testing.  The following people have been determined by the Coast Guard, 
Law Enforcement Personnel, and/or the Marine Employer to have been directly involved in a 
Serious Marine Incident as defined in 46 CFR 4.03-2:
             Subject of Investigation
             Witness
             Witness
             Witness

  

Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
Email Address:
Phone Number:
Address (Home/Primary Residence):
Comments: Accu Tran Tankerman

Status: At Risk, Not Injured
Role: Witness
Gender: Male
Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
Email Address:
Phone Number:
Address (Home/Primary Residence):
Comments:

Status: Not at Risk
Role: Other
Gender: Male
Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
Email Address:
Phone Number:
Address (Home/Primary Residence):
Comments:

Status: Not at Risk
Role: Witness
Gender: Male
Age:
SSN:
Birth Date:
Email Address:
Phone Number:
Address (Home/Primary Residence):
Comments:

Involved Organizations
BIG JOHN MARINE LTD
Role: Other
Email Address:
Phone Number:
Address (Primary Place of Business): 13935 INDUSTRIAL RDHouston, TX 77015 US
Comments:

 
Kinder Morgan Ship Channel Services
Role: Subject of Investigation
Email Address:
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VI. EVIDENCE

Control Number: 3679031-MISLE-001
           Description: MISLE Notification #402644 for report of incident received by VHF/FM (Channel 16) 
voice.
           Evidence Type: Standard
           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

10Feb2010 17:30:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

Control Number: ECN 3679031 001 
           Description: ANDREW K CG2692.001
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

11Feb2010 08:49:00 EST
ONBOARD VESSEL

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 001 ANDREW K CG 2692; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Phone Number:
Address (Primary): 3100 Penn City Rd.Houston, TX 77015 US
Comments:

 
Involved Facilities: None

Involved Waterways

Role: Location
Description: Incident Location                                                             

  

Involved Other Subjects
Houston Medical Testing Services, Inc.; MRO

 

Memorial Hermann SE Hospital; Certifying  Scientist

 

Harris County Institute of Forensic Sciences; Coroner

 

T&T Marine Salvage Inc.; Salvage Team
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Control Number: ECN 3679031 002 
           Description: ANDREW K  MMLD.002
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

11Feb2010 08:54:00 EST
ONBOARD VESSEL

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 002 ANDREW K  MMLD; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 003 
           Description: ANDREWK  MMLD.003
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

11Feb2010 08:55:00 EST
ONBOARD VESSEL

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 003 ANDREW K  MMLD; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 004 
           Description: ANDREW K DAILY LOGS.004
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

11Feb2010 08:57:00 EST
ONBOARD VESSEL

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 004 ANDREW K DAILY LOGS; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 005 
           Description: ANDREW K INCIDENT REPORT.005
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

11Feb2010 08:59:00 EST
ONBOARD VESSEL

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 005 ANDREW K INCIDENT REPORT; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No
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Control Number: ECN 3679031 006 
           Description: ANDREW K  STATEMENT. 006
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

11Feb2010 08:55:00 EST
ONBOARD VESSEL

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 # 007 ANDREW K  STATEMENT; Legacy - 
Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 007 
           Description: ANDREW K  STATEMENT.007
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

11Feb2010 08:50:00 EST
ONBOARD VESSEL

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 007 ANDREW K  STATEMENT; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

           ECN 3679031 007 ANDREW K  STATEMENT; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 008 
           Description: ANDREW K  STATEMENT.008
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

11Feb2010 08:50:00 EST
ONBOARD VESSEL

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 008 ANDREW K  STATEMENT; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No
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Control Number: ECN 3679031 009 
           Description: ANDREW K ALCOHOL TEST RESULTS.009
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

11Feb2010 08:50:00 EST
ONBOARD VESSEL

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 009 ANDREW K ALCOHOL TEST RESULTS; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 010 
           Description: ATLAS CREW STATEMENTS.010
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

11Feb2010 09:09:00 EST
ONBOARD VESSEL

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 010 ATLAS CREW STATEMENTS; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 011 
           Description: ATLAS MASTER'S DRAWING INCIDENT LOCATION.011
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

11Feb2010 09:10:00 EST
ONBOARD VESSEL

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 011 ATLAS MASTERS DRAWING INCIDENT LOCATION; Legacy - 
Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 012 
           Description: CHART LOCATION INCIDENT.012
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

11Feb2010 05:12:00 EST
SECTOR HOUSTON/GALVESTON

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 012 CHART LOCATION INCIDENT; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No
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Control Number: ECN 3679031 013 
           Description: ATLAS DAILY LOGS.013
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

11Feb2010 09:14:00 EST
ONBOARD VESSEL

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 013 ATLAS DAILY LOGS; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 014 
           Description: ATLAS MASTER'S WORK REST HISTORY.014
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

11Feb2010 09:16:00 EST
ONBOARD VESSEL

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 014 ALTLAS MASTERS WORK REST HISTORY; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 015 
           Description: J R NICHOLLS  STATEMENT.015
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

11Feb2010 22:30:00 EST
SOUTHEAST MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031  015 J R NICHOLLS  STATEMENT; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 016 
           Description: J R NICHOLLS AIS VIDEO.016
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

11Feb2010 09:10:00 EST
SECTOR HOUSTON/GALVESTON

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 016 J R NICHOLLS AIS VIDEO; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No
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Control Number: ECN 3679031 017 
           Description: VTS VIDEO OF INCIDENT.017
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

11Feb2010 09:14:00 EST
SECTOR HOUSTON/GALVESTON

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 017 VTS VIDEO OF INCIDENT; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 018 
           Description: J R NICHOLLS  Statement.018
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

16Feb2010 01:19:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 018 J R NICHOLLS  STATEMENT; Legacy - 
Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 019 
           Description: J R NICHOLLS  statement.019
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

16Feb2010 01:22:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3670931 019  J R NICHOLLS  STATEMENT; Legacy - 
Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No
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Control Number: ECN 3679031 020 
           Description: J R NICHOLLS  Statement.020
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

16Feb2010 01:25:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 020 J R NICHOLLS  STATEMENT; Legacy - 
Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 021 
           Description: MT MISS LUCY   Statement.021
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

16Feb2010 01:28:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN  3679031 021 MT MISS LUCY   STATEMENT; Legacy - 
Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 022 
           Description: UTV MIA KELLEY  Statement.022
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

12Feb2010 01:32:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 022 UTV MIA KELLEY  STATEMENT; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No
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Control Number: ECN 3679031 023 
           Description: UTV MIA KELLEY 023
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

01Feb2010 01:35:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 023 UTV MIA KELLEY  STATEMENT; Legacy - 
Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 024 
           Description: UTV SNIPE 024
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

12Feb2010 01:39:00 EST
Onboard Vessel

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 024 UTV SNIPE  STATEMENT; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 025 
           Description: LYONDELL  Statement.0025
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

16Feb2010 03:42:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 025 LYONDELL  STATEMENT; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 026 
           Description: LYONDELL  Statement.026
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

16Feb2010 03:44:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 026 LYONDELL  STATEMENT; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No
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Control Number: ECN 3679031 027 
           Description: LYONDELL . 027
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

16Feb2010 03:47:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 027 LYONDELL  STATEMENT; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 028 
           Description: J R NICHOLLS CG2692.028
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

15Feb2010 02:22:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 028 J R NICHOLLS CG2692; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 029 
           Description: J R Nicholls CG2692B.029
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

15Feb2010 02:25:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 029 J R NICHOLLS CG2692B; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 030 
           Description: UTV Sabine Pass  statement.030
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

18Feb2010 02:27:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 030 UTV SABINE PASS  STATEMENT; Legacy - 
Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No
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Control Number: ECN 3679031 031 
           Description: UTV Sabine Pass statement.031
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

18Feb2010 02:30:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 031 UTV SABINE PASS  STATEMENT; Legacy - 
Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 032 
           Description: UTV Sabine Pass  statement.032
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

18Feb2010 02:32:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 032 UTV SABINE PASS  STATEMENT; Legacy - 
Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 033 
           Description: Request assistance from MSC.033
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

12Feb2010 03:01:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 033 REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE FROM MSC; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No
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Control Number: ECN 3679031 034
           Description: Andrew K CG2692B.034
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

22Feb2010 03:24:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 034 ANDREW K CG2692B; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 035
           Description: Andrew K drug and alcohol test results 035
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

22Feb2010 03:28:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 035 ANDREW K DRUG AND ALCOHOL TEST RESULTS  
Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 036
           Description: Andrew K drug and alcohol test results  036
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

22Feb2010 03:30:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 036 ANDREW K DRUG AND ALCOHOL TEST RESULTS  
 Legacy - Unknown;

                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No
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Control Number: ECN 3679031 037 
           Description: Andrew K drug and alcohol test results 
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

22Feb2010 03:32:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 037 ANDREW K DRUG AND ALCOHOL TEST RESULTS  
Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 038 
           Description: Andrew K drug and alcohol test results  038
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

22Feb2010 03:35:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 038 ANDREW K DRUG AND ALCOHOL TEST RESULTS  
 Legacy - Unknown;

                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 039 
           Description: Atlas CG2692B.038
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

22Feb2010 07:47:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 039 ATLAS CG2692B; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No
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Control Number: ECN 3679031 040
           Description: Atlas drug and alcohol test results 040
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

22Feb2010 07:51:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 040 ATLAS DRUG AND ALCOHOL TEST RESULTS  
Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 041 
           Description: Atlas drug and alcohol test results 041
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

22Feb2010 07:54:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 041 ATLAS DRUG AND ALCOHOL TEST RESULTS  
Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 042 
           Description: Atlas drug and alcohol test results  042
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

22Feb2010 07:56:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 042 ATLAS DRUG AND ALCOHOL TEST RESULTS  
 Legacy - Unknown;

                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No
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Control Number: ECN 3679031 043 
           Description: Atlas drug and alcohol test results 043
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

22Feb2010 07:58:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 043 ATLAS DRUG AND ALCOHOL TEST RESULTS  
Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 044 
           Description: Atlas drug and alcohol test results  044
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

22Feb2010 08:01:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 044 ATLAS DRUG AND ALCOHOL TEST RESULTS   
Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 045 
           Description: Lyondell statemants.045
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

22Feb2010 08:04:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 045 LYONDELL STATEMENTS EXTRAS; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No
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Control Number: ECN 3679031 046 
           Description: J R Nicholls drug test results 046
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

23Feb2010 10:02:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 367931 046 J R NICHOLLS DRUG TEST RESULTS  
; Legacy - Unknown;

                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 047
           Description: J R Nicholls shipyard repairs prior to sinking.047
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

24Feb2010 02:05:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 047 J R NICHOLLS SHIPYARD REPAIRS PRIOR TO SINKING; Legacy - 
Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 048
           Description: Witness Statement from .048
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

10Feb2010 22:30:00 EST
Lyondell Citgo

 Unknown

Attachments

           Witness Statement J R Nicholls; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No
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Control Number: ECN 3679031 049
           Description: Pollution Investigator Statement
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

25Feb2010 05:37:00 EST
Sector Houston-Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           PI Statement; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 050
           Description: Incident Video
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

08Mar2010 05:27:00 EST
Lyondell-Citgo

 Unknown

Attachments

           jrnichols; Legacy - Unknown;
                      Overflight of incident; 10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 051 
           Description: Kinder Morgan  Statement.051
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

09Mar2010 12:12:00 EST
Sector Houston/Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 # 051  STATEMENT; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 052 
           Description: RESPONSE TO SUBPOENA DATED 19 FEBRUARY 2010
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

05Mar2010 03:47:00 EST
SECTOR HOUSTON GALVESTON

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 # 052 RESPONSES TO SUBPOENA DATED 19 FEBRUARY 2010; Legacy - 
Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No
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Control Number: ECN 3679031 053
           Description: DRAWING OF J R NICHOLL'S VOIDS, FUEL, AND BALLAST TANKS
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

03Mar2010 04:35:00 EST
SECTOR HOUSTON GALVESTON

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 # 053 DRAWING OF J R NICHOLLS VOIDS  FUEL  AND BALLAST TANKS; 
Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 054
           Description: J R NICHOLLS FUEL PIPING DIAGRAM
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

03Mar2010 05:43:00 EST
SRCTOR HOUSTON GALVESTON

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 # 054 J R NICHOLLS FUEL PIPING DIAGRAM; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 055 
           Description: J R NICHOLLS BILL OF SALE
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

03Mar2010 05:48:00 EST
SECTOR HOUSTON GALVESTON

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 # 055 J R NICHOLLS BILL OF SALE; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No
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Control Number: ECN 3679031 056
           Description: J R NICHOLLS CERTIFICATE OF DOCUMENTATION
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

03Mar2010 05:52:00 EST
SECTOR HOUSTON GALVESTON

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 # 056 J R NICHOLLS CERTIFICATE OF DOCUMENTATION; Legacy - 
Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 057 
           Description: J R NICHOLLS  DRUG TEST RESULTS
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

30Mar2010 06:55:00 EDT
SECTOR HOUSTON GALVESTON

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 # 057 J R NICHOLLS  DRUG TEST RESULTS; 
Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 058 
           Description: J R NICHOOLLS  DRUG TEST RESULTS
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

30Mar2010 06:57:00 EDT
SECTOR HOUSTON GALVESTON

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 # 058 J R NICHOLLS  DRUG TEST RESULTS; Legacy - 
Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No
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Control Number: ECN 3679031 059
           Description: J R NICHOLLS  DRUG TEST RESULTS
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

30Mar2010 07:01:00 EDT
SECTOR HOUSTON GALVESTON

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 # 059 J R NICHOLLS  DRUG TEST RESULTS; Legacy - 
Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 060 
           Description:  RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS IN REGARD TO THE SINKING OF THE J 
R NICHOLLS
           Evidence Type: Standard
           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

26Mar2010 10:15:00 EDT
SECTOR HOUSTON GALVESTON

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 # 060  RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS IN REGARD TO THE 
SINKING OF J R NICHOLLS; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 061
           Description: KM ALCOHOL MISUSE PREVENTION PLAN
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

30Mar2010 09:22:00 EDT
SECTOR HOUSTON GALVESTON

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 # 061 KM ALCOHOL MISUSE PREVENTION PLAN; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No
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Control Number: ECN 3679031 062 
           Description: KM ANTI-DRUG PLAN
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

30Mar2010 09:27:00 EDT
SECTOR HOUSTON GALVEESTON

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 # 062 KM ANTI DRUG PLAN; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 063 
           Description: KM DRUG AND ALCOHOL IN THE WORK PLACE
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

30Mar2010 09:31:00 EDT
SECTOR HOUSTON GALVESTON

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 # 063 KM DRUG AND ALCOHOL IN THE WORKPLACE; Legacy - 
Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 064
           Description: AUTOPSY REPORT STEVEN EDWARD SEYMORE.064
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

15Apr2010 08:17:00 EDT
SECTOR HOUSTON GALVESTON

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 AUTOPSY REPORT; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No
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Control Number: ECN 3679031 065 
           Description: HARRIS COUNTY MEDICAL EXANIMER INVESTIGATION REPORT
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

30Mar2010 09:35:00 EDT
SECTOR HOUSTON GALVESTON

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 # 065 HARRIS COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER INVESTIGATOR REPORT; 
Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 066 
           Description: SECTOR HOUSTON GALVESTON COMMAND CENTER LOG DATED 13 FEB 2010
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

30Mar2010 09:44:00 EDT
SECTOR HOUSTON GALVESTON

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 # 066 COMMAND CENTER DAILY LOG; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 067 
           Description: POST SINKING STABILITY ANALYSIS OF THE J R NICHOLLS
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

24Sep2010 05:28:00 EDT
SECTOR HOUSTON GALVESTON

 Unknown

Attachments

           POST SINKING STABILITY ANALYSIS OF THE J R NICHOLLS; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No
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Control Number: ECN 3679031 068 
           Description: KINDER MORGAN'S PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION INTO THE SINKING OF J R 
NICHOLLS
           Evidence Type: Standard
           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

24Apr2010 02:23:00 EDT
SECTOR HOUSTON GALVESTON

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 # 068 KINDER MORGANS PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION INTO THE 
SINKING OF J R NICHOLLS; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 069 
           Description: SECTOR HOUSTON GALVESTON COMMAND CENTER DAILY LOG DATED 11 
FEB 2010
           Evidence Type: Standard
           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

02Dec2010 02:32:00 EST
SECTOR HOUSTON GALVESTON

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 # 069 SECTOR HOUSTON GALVESTON  COMMAND CENTER DAILY 
LOG DATED 11 FEB 2010; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 070 
           Description: J R NICHOLLS PICTURES
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

07Dec2010 03:34:00 EST
SECTOR HOUSTON GALVESTON

 Unknown

Attachments

           ECN 3679031 # 070 J R NICHOLLS PICTURES; Documentary Evidence;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 071 
           Description: Video Clip of the JR NICHOLLS sinking
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

11Feb2010 04:36:00 EST
Sector Houston Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

38 of 91

MISLE Incident Investigation Report



Control Number: ECN 3679031 072 
           Description: Video Clip of JR NICHOLLS in wheel wash of UTV ANDREW K
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

11Feb2010 04:46:00 EST
Sector Houston Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           2010-02-10_22_26_45; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

Control Number: ECN 3679031 073 
           Description: Video Clip of crewman recovery
           Evidence Type: Standard

           Collection Information
                      Date/Time:
                      Location:
                      Collected By:

11Feb2010 04:59:00 EST
Sector Houston Galveston

 Unknown

Attachments

           2010-02-10_22_45_45; Legacy - Unknown;
                      10Sep2015 17:17:57 EDT; No

10Feb2010 16:30:00 EST to 10Feb2010 16:40:00 EST (Estimated): JR Nicholls underway from Greens 
Bayou Fleet to Rhodia Baytown.
Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Condition
Vessel - Material/Equipment Condition
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

RICHARD J 
DEVALL

Vessel Total Constructive Loss: 
Salvaged

Involved in a Marine Casualty

System: Operations/Management

Subsystem: Vessel Activity

Component: Underway

Cite: 

Involves CG Approved Equipment: No

Security Violation: No

Deficiency: No

VII. TIMELINE
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10Feb2010 17:05:00 EST to 10Feb2010 17:15:00 EST (Estimated): Vessel outbound Houston Ship 
Channel en route to RHODIA BAYTOWN, TX with Captain  Piloting.
Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Condition
Vessel - Material/Equipment Condition
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

RICHARD J 
DEVALL

Vessel Total Constructive Loss: 
Salvaged

Involved in a Marine Casualty

System: Operations/Management

Subsystem: Vessel Activity

Component: Underway

Cite: 

Involves CG Approved Equipment: No

Security Violation: No

Deficiency: No

10Feb2010 17:06:00 EST to 10Feb2010 17:15:00 EST (Estimated): Master holds proper endorsements 
and training to perform job.
Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Condition
Person - Person Condition
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

Person At Risk, Not Injured Subject of Investigation

System: Personnel

Subsystem: Work Experience

Component: Experience in Current Type of Position

Cite: 

Involves CG Approved Equipment: No

Security Violation: No

Deficiency: No

10Feb2010 17:07:00 EST to 10Feb2010 17:15:00 EST (Estimated): Captain  is an 
experienced master on his 6th license renewal.
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Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Condition
Person - Person Condition
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

Person At Risk, Not Injured Subject of Investigation

System: Personnel

Subsystem: Certificates/Documents/Licenses

Component: License, Master

Cite: 

Involves CG Approved Equipment: No

Security Violation: No

Deficiency: No

10Feb2010 17:10:00 EST to 10Feb2010 17:12:00 EST (Estimated): Vessel underway unfaced en-route 
to Rhodia Baytown with 5 people onboard.
Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Condition
Vessel - Material/Equipment Condition
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

RICHARD J 
DEVALL

Vessel Total Constructive Loss: 
Salvaged

Involved in a Marine Casualty

System: Operations/Management

Subsystem: Vessel Activity

Component: Underway

Cite: 

Involves CG Approved Equipment: No

Security Violation: No

Deficiency: No

10Feb2010 17:15:00 EST to 10Feb2010 17:30:00 EST (Estimated): M/V MISS LUCY making 
preparations to moor at Woodhouse Dock No.1, with the assistance of the Harbors Tugs ANDREW K and 
ATLAS.
Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Condition
Vessel - Material/Equipment Condition
Known
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Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

MISS LUCY Vessel Undamaged Involved in a Marine Casualty

System: Operations/Management

Subsystem: Vessel Activity

Component: Underway

Cite: 

Involves CG Approved Equipment: No

Security Violation: No

Deficiency: No

10Feb2010 17:15:00 EST to 10Feb2010 17:25:00 EST (Estimated): The UTV J R NICHOLLS outbound 
Houston Ship Channel with water, fuel, oil tanks topped off enroute to Rhodia Baytown.
Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Condition
Vessel - Material/Equipment Condition
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

RICHARD J 
DEVALL

Vessel Total Constructive Loss: 
Salvaged

Involved in a Marine Casualty

System: Operations/Management

Subsystem: Vessel Activity

Component: Underway

Cite: 

Involves CG Approved Equipment: No

Security Violation: No

Deficiency: No

10Feb2010 17:15:05 EST to 10Feb2010 17:20:00 EST (Estimated): Harbor tug ATLAS made fast 
forward to the M/V MISS LUCY with engines at all stop.
Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Condition
Vessel - Material/Equipment Condition
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details
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Name Type Status Role

ATLAS Vessel Undamaged Involved in a Marine Casualty

System: Operations/Management

Subsystem: Vessel Activity

Component: Other

Cite: 

Involves CG Approved Equipment: No

Security Violation: No

Deficiency: No

10Feb2010 17:16:00 EST to 10Feb2010 17:18:00 EST (Estimated): Vessel underway with master at the 
helm, three crewmembers asleep, and one crewmember in engine room painting.
Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Condition
Vessel - Material/Equipment Condition
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

RICHARD J 
DEVALL

Vessel Total Constructive Loss: 
Salvaged

Involved in a Marine Casualty

System: Operations/Management

Subsystem: Vessel Activity

Component: Underway

Cite: 

Involves CG Approved Equipment: No

Security Violation: No

Deficiency: No

10Feb2010 17:16:00 EST to 10Feb2010 17:20:00 EST (Estimated): Harbor tug ANDREW K made fast 
portside stern quarter to the M/V MISS LUCY pushing.
Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Condition
Vessel - Material/Equipment Condition
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

ANDREW K Vessel Undamaged Involved in a Marine Casualty
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System: Operations/Management

Subsystem: Vessel Activity

Component: Other

Cite: 

Involves CG Approved Equipment: No

Security Violation: No

Deficiency: No

10Feb2010 17:20:57 EST to 10Feb2010 17:23:00 EST (Estimated): Pilot 126 onboard MV MISS LUCY 
makes safety broadcast of intention to moor up Woodhouse Dock #1.
Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Condition
Person - Communications Condition
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

 Person Not at Risk Witness

Communications Type: Ship to Ship

Communication Direction: Sent

Means Of Communication: Radio Communications Equipment

Frequency/Channel: Channel

Frequency Or Channel Used: 13

Power Setting: 1

Communications Acknowledged: No

Communication Effectiveness: Communication Effective

Effectiveness Description: Transmission confirmed via Automatic Identification System (AIS).

Interference Encountered: No Known Interference

Interference Description: 

10Feb2010 17:21:00 EST to 10Feb2010 17:25:00 EST (Estimated): MISS LUCY mooring at Woodhouse 
Dock No.1.
Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Condition
Vessel - Material/Equipment Condition
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role
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MISS LUCY Vessel Undamaged Involved in a Marine Casualty

System: Operations/Management

Subsystem: Vessel Activity

Component: Moored

Cite: 

Involves CG Approved Equipment: No

Security Violation: No

Deficiency: No

10Feb2010 17:22:00 EST to 10Feb2010 17:25:00 EST (Estimated): Master of the J R NICHOLLS failed 
to make his intentions known prior to entering wheel wash, or acknowledge the pilot onboard the MV 
MISSY LUCY's ship-to-ship communication.
Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Condition
Person - Communications Condition
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

 Person At Risk, Not Injured Subject of Investigation

Communications Type: Ship to Ship

Communication Direction: Received

Means Of Communication: Radio Communications Equipment

Frequency/Channel: Channel

Frequency Or Channel Used: 13

Power Setting: 1

Communications Acknowledged: No

Communication Effectiveness: Communication Effective

Effectiveness Description: Communication was not acknowledge by J R NICHOLLS.

Interference Encountered: No Known Interference

Interference Description: 

10Feb2010 17:29:05 EST to 10Feb2010 17:30:00 EST (Known): The J R NICHOLLS entered into the 
wheel wash from the harbor tug ANDREW K and began heeling to port allowing the ingress of water via 
the port engine room door. 

Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Event
Loss of Stability
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            
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Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

RICHARD J 
DEVALL

Vessel Total Constructive Loss: 
Salvaged

Involved in a Marine Casualty

10Feb2010 17:29:06 EST to 10Feb2010 17:30:00 EST (Estimated): JR NICHOLLS heels severly to port 
dislodging all unsecured equipment in galley, engine room, and staterooms.
Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Condition
Vessel - Material/Equipment Condition
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

RICHARD J 
DEVALL

Vessel Total Constructive Loss: 
Salvaged

Involved in a Marine Casualty

System: Accommodation/Occupational Safety

Subsystem: Refrigeration (stores)

Component: General

Cite: 

Involves CG Approved Equipment: No

Security Violation: No

Deficiency: No

Failure/Malfunction Type: 

10Feb2010 17:29:09 EST to 10Feb2010 17:30:00 EST (Estimated): The J R NICHOLLS experienced 
progressive flooding as it heeled over to port in Houston Ship Channel.
Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Event
Flooding - Progressive
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

RICHARD J 
DEVALL

Vessel Total Constructive Loss: 
Salvaged

Involved in a Marine Casualty

Subdivision Standard: One Compartment

Watertight Subdivision Intact: Intact

Watertight Subdivision Compromised: 

Description Of Compromise: Legacy Unknown
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Depth of Water in Breached Compartment (feet): 

10Feb2010 17:29:12 EST to 10Feb2010 17:30:00 EST (Estimated): Master sounds general alarm.

Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Condition
Person - Communications Condition
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

 Person At Risk, Not Injured Subject of Investigation

Communications Type: Internal

Communication Direction: Sent

Means Of Communication: Radio Communications Equipment

Frequency/Channel: Channel

Frequency Or Channel Used: 13

Power Setting: 1

Communications Acknowledged: Yes

Communication Effectiveness: Problems Acting on Communication

Effectiveness Description: Transmission heard but some of crew members were trapped 
inside compartments.

Interference Encountered: No Known Interference

Interference Description: 

10Feb2010 17:30:00 EST to 10Feb2010 17:35:00 EST (Estimated): The UTV J R NICHOLLS starts to 
sink in Houston Ship Channel.
Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Event
Sinking
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

RICHARD J 
DEVALL

Vessel Total Constructive Loss: 
Salvaged

Involved in a Marine Casualty

10Feb2010 17:30:06 EST to 10Feb2010 17:50:00 EST (Estimated): Master and deckhand abandon ship.
Evacuation Details:  Two crew members escaped the vessel prior to it going down and swam to safety.
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Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Event
Abandonment
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

RICHARD J DEVALL Vessel Total 
Constructive 
Loss: Salvaged

Involved in a Marine Casualty

People On Board Prior To Abandonment: 5

Abandoning Into The Water

Without Lifesaving Equipment: 2

With Immersion Suits: 0

With Other Lifesaving Equipment: 0

Abandoning Without Entering The Water

Into Lifeboats/Liferafts And Other Out Of Water Lifesaving Equipment: 0

Directly To Another Vessel, Facility, Or Ashore: 0

By Other Means: 0

Abandoning Using Evacuation Systems: 0

Total Abandoning Vessel Or Factility: 2

10Feb2010 17:30:07 EST to 10Feb2010 17:31:00 EST (Known): Pilot and two deckhands go down with 
the UTV J R NICHOLLS.
Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Condition
Person - Person Condition
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

 Person At Risk, Not Injured Witness

System: Personnel

Subsystem: Physical Condition

Component: Other physical capability

Cite: 

Involves CG Approved Equipment: No

Security Violation: No

Deficiency: No
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Name Type Status Role

 Person At Risk, Not Injured Witness

System: Personnel

Subsystem: Physical Condition

Component: Other physical capability

Cite: 

Involves CG Approved Equipment: No

Security Violation: No

Deficiency: No

10Feb2010 17:30:15 EST to 10Feb2010 17:32:00 EST (Estimated): UTV J R NICHOLLS sinks and 
dicharges more than 10000 gallons of fuel and lubricating oil into the Houston Ship Channel.
Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Event
Discharge/Release - Pollution
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

RICHARD J 
DEVALL

Vessel Total Constructive Loss: 
Salvaged

Involved in a Marine Casualty

Substance Potential Amount Not Discharged Discharged

Oil, fuel: No. 2-D 10000.0 0.0 10000.0

Reportable Quantity Amount (pounds): N/A

Potential Discharge/Release Details

Volume/Amount: 10000.0 Known/Estimated: Known

Units: Gallon

Potential Only: No

Discharged/Released Details

Overall Volume/Amount: 10000.0

Units: Gallon

Volume/Amount In Water: 10000.0 Known/Estimated: Estimated

Units: Gallon

Volume/Amount On Land: 0.0 Known/Estimated: Estimated

Units: Gallon

Volume/Amount In Enclosed Space: 0.0 Known/Estimated: Estimated

Units: Gallon

Volume/Amount In Air: 0.0 Known/Estimated: Estimated

Units: Gallon

Not Discharged/Released Details

Volume/Amount: 0.0
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Units: Gallon Known/Estimated: Estimated

10Feb2010 17:30:25 EST to 13Feb2010 17:30:48 EST (Estimated): Houston Ship Channel closed to 
traffic due to the JR NICHOLLS sinking, pollution incident, and search and rescue efforts.
Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Condition
Environment - Waterway Conditions
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

Incident Location     
                                
                          

Waterway Location

System: Waterways

Subsystem: Waterway Features

Component: Vessel Traffic Management Area

Cite: 

Involves CG Approved Equipment: No

Security Violation: No

Deficiency: No

10Feb2010 17:45:06 EST to 10Feb2010 17:46:00 EST (Estimated): Four Crewmembers of the UTV JR 
NICHOLLS transported to nearby Hospital for treatment and drug/alcohol testing.
Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Condition
Person - Person Condition
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

 Person At Risk, Not Injured Subject of Investigation

System: Personnel

Subsystem: Physical Condition

Component: Other physical capability

Cite: 

Involves CG Approved Equipment: No

Security Violation: No

Deficiency: No
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Name Type Status Role

 Person At Risk, Not Injured Witness

System: Personnel

Subsystem: Physical Condition

Component: Other physical capability

Cite: 

Involves CG Approved Equipment: No

Security Violation: No

Deficiency: No

Name Type Status Role

 Person At Risk, Not Injured Witness

System: Personnel

Subsystem: Physical Condition

Component: Other physical capability

Cite: 

Involves CG Approved Equipment: No

Security Violation: No

Deficiency: No

Name Type Status Role

 Person At Risk, Not Injured Witness

System: Personnel

Subsystem: Physical Condition

Component: Other physical capability

Cite: 

Involves CG Approved Equipment: No

Security Violation: No

Deficiency: No

10Feb2010 17:45:48 EST to 10Feb2010 17:50:00 EST (Estimated): Pilot and deckhand still aboard the 
UTV JR NICHOLLS as it rest on the bottom of channel, abandon ship.
Evacuation Details:  Pilot and deckhand  escaped submerged vessel through a window.
Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Event
Abandonment
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role
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RICHARD J DEVALL Vessel Total 
Constructive 
Loss: Salvaged

Involved in a Marine Casualty

People On Board Prior To Abandonment: 3

Abandoning Into The Water

Without Lifesaving Equipment: 2

With Immersion Suits: 0

With Other Lifesaving Equipment: 0

Abandoning Without Entering The Water

Into Lifeboats/Liferafts And Other Out Of Water Lifesaving Equipment: 0

Directly To Another Vessel, Facility, Or Ashore: 0

By Other Means: 0

Abandoning Using Evacuation Systems: 0

Total Abandoning Vessel Or Factility: 2

10Feb2010 18:47:00 EST to 10Feb2010 18:51:00 EST (Known): Drug and Alcohol Testing.

Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Action
Drug/Alcohol Testing - Alcohol Testing
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

 Person Not at Risk Witness

Reason Directed To Provide Sample(s):  Post-casualty

Direction To Provide Sample(s)

Date/Time Directed: 10Feb2010 18:47 EST

Means Of Direction: Verbal

Organization Directing Chemical Test Sample: Marine Employer

Description: Drug and Alcohol Testing

Chemical Test Sample(s) Provided: Yes

Method Of Analysis: Saliva Test

Instrument Used For Analysis: Alco Screen 02

Date/Time Results Obtained: 10Feb2010 18:51 EST

Sample Test Results: 

Blood Alcohol Content (BAC): 
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Laboratory/Individual Conducting Test: G & H Towing

Description Of Sample Analysis: Breath

Irregularities In The Analysis Of The Sample: No

10Feb2010 18:47:00 EST to 10Feb2010 18:51:00 EST (Known): Drug and Alcohol Testing.

Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Action
Drug/Alcohol Testing - DOT Drug Testing
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

 Person Not at Risk Witness

Reason Directed To Provide Sample(s):  Post-casualty

Direction To Provide Sample(s)

Date/Time Directed: 10Feb2010 18:47 EST

Means Of Direction: Verbal

Organization Directing Chemical Test Sample: Marine Employer

Description: Drug and Alcohol Testing

Mariner Directed To Get A DOT Drug Test: Yes

Chemical Test Sample Provided: Yes

Reason Chemical Test Sample Not Provided: 

Sample

Drug Test Sample Taken Using DOT Protocols: Yes

Sample Type: Urine

Date/Time Sample Was Taken: 11Feb2010 10:48 EST

Sampling Location: G & H Towing-Vopak

Collection Agent: 

Collection Agent's Organization: G & H Towing

Donor Certify Sample: Yes

Irregularities Noted: No

Drug Analysis

Analyzing Laboratory: KROLL LABORATORY SPECIALISTS, INC., Gretna, LA 70053, , , 

Specimen Analyzed Using DOT Protocols: Yes
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Direction To Provide Sample(s)

Date/Time Directed: 10Feb2010 18:50 EST

Means Of Direction: Verbal

Organization Directing Chemical Test Sample: Marine Employer

Description: Drug and Alcohol Testing

Chemical Test Sample(s) Provided: Yes

Method Of Analysis: Saliva Test

Instrument Used For Analysis: Alco Screen 02

Date/Time Results Obtained: 10Feb2010 18:54 EST

Sample Test Results: 

Blood Alcohol Content (BAC): 

Laboratory/Individual Conducting Test: G & H Towing

Description Of Sample Analysis: Breath

Irregularities In The Analysis Of The Sample: No

10Feb2010 18:50:00 EST to 10Feb2010 18:54:00 EST (Known): Drug and Alcohol Testing.

Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Action
Drug/Alcohol Testing - DOT Drug Testing
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

Person Not at Risk Witness

Reason Directed To Provide Sample(s):  Post-casualty

Direction To Provide Sample(s)

Date/Time Directed: 10Feb2010 18:50 EST

Means Of Direction: Verbal

Organization Directing Chemical Test Sample: Marine Employer

Description: Drug and Alcohol Testing

Mariner Directed To Get A DOT Drug Test: Yes

Chemical Test Sample Provided: Yes

Reason Chemical Test Sample Not Provided: 

Sample

Drug Test Sample Taken Using DOT Protocols: Yes
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Sample Type: Urine

Date/Time Sample Was Taken: 11Feb2010 10:53 EST

Sampling Location: G & H Towing-Vopak

Collection Agent: 

Collection Agent's Organization: G & H Towing

Donor Certify Sample: Yes

Irregularities Noted: No

Drug Analysis

Analyzing Laboratory: KROLL LABORATORY SPECIALISTS, INC., Gretna, LA 70053, , , 

Specimen Analyzed Using DOT Protocols: Yes

Specimen Transferred And Chain Of Custody Complete: Yes

Primary Specimen Test Result

Result

Positive For:

Specimen Dilute: Yes

Reason(s) Rejected For 
Testing:

Remarks: 

Review Conducted By

Medical Review Officer: 

Coroner: 

Determination/Verification: 

Specimen Dilute (MRO): No

Split Specimen Analyzed: No

10Feb2010 18:52:00 EST to 10Feb2010 18:56:00 EST (Known): Drug and Alcohol Testing.
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Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Action
Drug/Alcohol Testing - Alcohol Testing
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

 Person Not at Risk Witness

Reason Directed To Provide Sample(s):  Post-casualty

Direction To Provide Sample(s)

Date/Time Directed: 10Feb2010 18:52 EST

Means Of Direction: Verbal

Organization Directing Chemical Test Sample: Marine Employer

Description: Drug and Alcohol Testing

Chemical Test Sample(s) Provided: Yes

Method Of Analysis: Saliva Test

Instrument Used For Analysis: Alco Screen 02

Date/Time Results Obtained: 10Feb2010 18:56 EST

Sample Test Results: 

Blood Alcohol Content (BAC): 

Laboratory/Individual Conducting Test: G & H Towing

Description Of Sample Analysis: Breath

Irregularities In The Analysis Of The Sample: No

10Feb2010 18:52:00 EST to 10Feb2010 18:56:00 EST (Known): Drug and Alcohol Testing.

Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Action
Drug/Alcohol Testing - DOT Drug Testing
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

 Person Not at Risk Witness
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Reason Directed To Provide Sample(s):  Post-casualty

Direction To Provide Sample(s)

Date/Time Directed: 10Feb2010 18:52 EST

Means Of Direction: Verbal

Organization Directing Chemical Test Sample: Marine Employer

Description: Drug and Alcohol Testing

Mariner Directed To Get A DOT Drug Test: Yes

Chemical Test Sample Provided: Yes

Reason Chemical Test Sample Not Provided: 

Sample

Drug Test Sample Taken Using DOT Protocols: Yes

Sample Type: Urine

Date/Time Sample Was Taken: 11Feb2010 10:44 EST

Sampling Location: G & H Towing-Vopak

Collection Agent: 

Collection Agent's Organization: G & H Towing

Donor Certify Sample: Yes

Irregularities Noted: No

Drug Analysis

Analyzing Laboratory: KROLL LABORATORY SPECIALISTS, INC., Gretna, LA 70053, , , 

Specimen Analyzed Using DOT Protocols: Yes

Specimen Transferred And Chain Of Custody Complete: Yes

Primary Specimen Test Result

Result: 

Positive For:

Specimen Dilute: Yes

Reason(s) Rejected For 
Testing:

Remarks: 

Review Conducted By

Medical Review Officer: 

Coroner: 

Determination/Verification: 

Specimen Dilute (MRO): No

Split Specimen Analyzed: No
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10Feb2010 18:59:00 EST to 10Feb2010 19:03:00 EST (Known): Drug and Alcohol Testing.

Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Action
Drug/Alcohol Testing - Alcohol Testing
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

 Person Not at Risk Witness

Reason Directed To Provide Sample(s):  Post-casualty

Direction To Provide Sample(s)

Date/Time Directed: 10Feb2010 18:59 EST

Means Of Direction: Verbal

Organization Directing Chemical Test Sample: Marine Employer

Description: Drug and Alcohol Testing

Chemical Test Sample(s) Provided: Yes

Method Of Analysis: Saliva Test

Instrument Used For Analysis: Alco Screen 02

Date/Time Results Obtained: 10Feb2010 19:03 EST

Sample Test Results: 

Blood Alcohol Content (BAC): 

Laboratory/Individual Conducting Test: G & H Towing

Description Of Sample Analysis: Breath

Irregularities In The Analysis Of The Sample: No
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10Feb2010 18:59:00 EST to 10Feb2010 19:03:00 EST (Known): Drug and Alcohol Testing.

Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Action
Drug/Alcohol Testing - DOT Drug Testing
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

 Person Not at Risk Witness

Reason Directed To Provide Sample(s):  Post-casualty

Direction To Provide Sample(s)

Date/Time Directed: 10Feb2010 18:59 EST

Means Of Direction: Verbal

Organization Directing Chemical Test Sample: Marine Employer

Description: Drug and Alcohol Testing

Mariner Directed To Get A DOT Drug Test: Yes

Chemical Test Sample Provided: Yes

Reason Chemical Test Sample Not Provided: 

Sample

Drug Test Sample Taken Using DOT Protocols: Yes

Sample Type: Urine

Date/Time Sample Was Taken: 11Feb2010 10:38 EST

Sampling Location: G & H Towing-Vopak

Collection Agent: 

Collection Agent's Organization: G & H Towing

Donor Certify Sample: Yes

Irregularities Noted: No

Drug Analysis

Analyzing Laboratory: KROLL LABORATORY SPECIALISTS, INC., Gretna, LA 70053, , , 

Specimen Analyzed Using DOT Protocols: Yes

Specimen Transferred And Chain Of Custody Complete: Yes
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Primary Specimen Test Result

Result: 

Positive For:

Specimen Dilute: Yes

Reason(s) Rejected For 
Testing:

Remarks: 

Review Conducted By

Medical Review Officer: 

Coroner: 

Determination/Verification: 

Specimen Dilute (MRO): No

Split Specimen Analyzed: No

10Feb2010 19:01:00 EST to 10Feb2010 19:06:00 EST (Known): Drug and Alcohol Testing.

Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Action
Drug/Alcohol Testing - Alcohol Testing
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

 Person Not at Risk Witness

Reason Directed To Provide Sample(s):  Post-casualty

Direction To Provide Sample(s)

Date/Time Directed: 11Feb2010 10:20 EST

Means Of Direction: Verbal

Organization Directing Chemical Test Sample: Marine Employer

Description: Drug and Alcohol Testing
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Chemical Test Sample(s) Provided: Yes

Method Of Analysis: Saliva Test

Instrument Used For Analysis: Alco Screen 02

Date/Time Results Obtained: 10Feb2010 19:06 EST

Sample Test Results: 

Blood Alcohol Content (BAC): 

Laboratory/Individual Conducting Test: G & H Towing

Description Of Sample Analysis: Breath

Irregularities In The Analysis Of The Sample: No

10Feb2010 19:01:00 EST to 10Feb2010 19:05:00 EST (Known): Drug and Alcohol Testing.

Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Action
Drug/Alcohol Testing - Alcohol Testing
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

 Person Not at Risk Witness

Reason Directed To Provide Sample(s):  Post-casualty

Direction To Provide Sample(s)

Date/Time Directed: 10Feb2010 19:01 EST

Means Of Direction: Verbal

Organization Directing Chemical Test Sample: Marine Employer

Description: Drug and Alcohol Testing

Chemical Test Sample(s) Provided: Yes

Method Of Analysis: Breath Test

Instrument Used For Analysis: BAT

Date/Time Results Obtained: 10Feb2010 19:01 EST

Sample Test Results: 

Blood Alcohol Content (BAC): 

Laboratory/Individual Conducting Test: Breath

Description Of Sample Analysis: Breath

Irregularities In The Analysis Of The Sample: No
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10Feb2010 19:01:00 EST to 10Feb2010 19:05:00 EST (Known): Drug and Alcohol Testing.

Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Action
Drug/Alcohol Testing - Alcohol Testing
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

 Person Not at Risk Other

Reason Directed To Provide Sample(s):  Post-casualty

Direction To Provide Sample(s)

Date/Time Directed: 10Feb2010 19:01 EST

Means Of Direction: Verbal

Organization Directing Chemical Test Sample: Marine Employer

Description: Drug and Alcohol Testing

Chemical Test Sample(s) Provided: Yes

Method Of Analysis: Saliva Test

Instrument Used For Analysis: Alco Screen 02

Date/Time Results Obtained: 10Feb2010 19:05 EST

Sample Test Results: 

Blood Alcohol Content (BAC): 

Laboratory/Individual Conducting Test: G & H Towing

Description Of Sample Analysis: Breath

Irregularities In The Analysis Of The Sample: No

10Feb2010 19:01:00 EST to 10Feb2010 19:05:00 EST (Known): Drug and Alcohol Testing.

Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Action
Drug/Alcohol Testing - DOT Drug Testing
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details
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Name Type Status Role

 Person Not at Risk Witness

Reason Directed To Provide Sample(s):  Post-casualty

Direction To Provide Sample(s)

Date/Time Directed: 10Feb2010 19:01 EST

Means Of Direction: Verbal

Organization Directing Chemical Test Sample: Marine Employer

Description: Drug and Alcohol Testing

Mariner Directed To Get A DOT Drug Test: Yes

Chemical Test Sample Provided: Yes

Reason Chemical Test Sample Not Provided: 

Sample

Drug Test Sample Taken Using DOT Protocols: Yes

Sample Type: Urine

Date/Time Sample Was Taken: 11Feb2010 10:25 EST

Sampling Location: G & H Towing-Vopak

Collection Agent: 

Collection Agent's Organization: G & H Towing

Donor Certify Sample: Yes

Irregularities Noted: No

Drug Analysis

Analyzing Laboratory: Laboratory Corporation of America Holdings, Raritan, NJ, 08869

Specimen Analyzed Using DOT Protocols: Yes

Specimen Transferred And Chain Of Custody Complete: Yes

Primary Specimen Test Result

Result: 

Positive For:

Specimen Dilute: Yes

Reason(s) Rejected For 
Testing:

Remarks: 

Review Conducted By

Medical Review Officer: 

Coroner: 

Determination/Verification: 

Specimen Dilute (MRO): No
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Split Specimen Analyzed: No

10Feb2010 19:01:00 EST to 10Feb2010 19:05:00 EST (Known): Drug and Alcohol Testing.

Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Action
Drug/Alcohol Testing - DOT Drug Testing
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

 Person Not at Risk Other

Reason Directed To Provide Sample(s):  Post-casualty

Direction To Provide Sample(s)

Date/Time Directed: 10Feb2010 19:01 EST

Means Of Direction: Verbal

Organization Directing Chemical Test Sample: Marine Employer

Description: Drug and Alcohol Testing

Mariner Directed To Get A DOT Drug Test: Yes

Chemical Test Sample Provided: Yes

Reason Chemical Test Sample Not Provided: 

Sample

Drug Test Sample Taken Using DOT Protocols: Yes

Sample Type: Urine

Date/Time Sample Was Taken: 11Feb2010 11:00 EST

Sampling Location: G & H Towing-Vopak

Collection Agent: 
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Collection Agent's Organization: G & H Towing

Donor Certify Sample: Yes

Irregularities Noted: No

Drug Analysis

Analyzing Laboratory: KROLL LABORATORY SPECIALISTS, INC., Gretna, LA 70053, , , 

Specimen Analyzed Using DOT Protocols: Yes

Specimen Transferred And Chain Of Custody Complete: Yes

Primary Specimen Test Result

Result: 

Positive For:

Specimen Dilute: Yes

Reason(s) Rejected For 
Testing:

Remarks: 

Review Conducted By

Medical Review Officer: 

Coroner: 

Determination/Verification: 

Specimen Dilute (MRO): No

Split Specimen Analyzed: No

10Feb2010 19:01:00 EST to 10Feb2010 19:06:00 EST (Known): Drug and Alcohol Testing.

Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Action
Drug/Alcohol Testing - DOT Drug Testing
Known
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Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

 Person Not at Risk Witness

Reason Directed To Provide Sample(s):  Post-casualty

Direction To Provide Sample(s)

Date/Time Directed: 11Feb2010 10:20 EST

Means Of Direction: Verbal

Organization Directing Chemical Test Sample: Marine Employer

Description: Drug and Alcohol Testing

Mariner Directed To Get A DOT Drug Test: Yes

Chemical Test Sample Provided: Yes

Reason Chemical Test Sample Not Provided: 

Sample

Drug Test Sample Taken Using DOT Protocols: Yes

Sample Type: Urine

Date/Time Sample Was Taken: 11Feb2010 10:20 EST

Sampling Location: G & H Towing-Vopak

Collection Agent: Roger Avilla

Collection Agent's Organization: G & H Towing

Donor Certify Sample: Yes

Irregularities Noted: No

Drug Analysis

Analyzing Laboratory: KROLL LABORATORY SPECIALISTS, INC., Gretna, LA 70053, , , 

Specimen Analyzed Using DOT Protocols: Yes

Specimen Transferred And Chain Of Custody Complete: Yes
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Primary Specimen Test Result

Result: 

Positive For:

Specimen Dilute: Yes

Reason(s) Rejected For 
Testing:

Remarks: 

Review Conducted By

Medical Review Officer: 

Coroner: 

Determination/Verification: 

Specimen Dilute (MRO): No

Split Specimen Analyzed: No

10Feb2010 19:03:00 EST to 10Feb2010 19:07:00 EST (Known): Drug and Alcohol Testing.

Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Action
Drug/Alcohol Testing - Alcohol Testing
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

 
Person Not at Risk Other

Reason Directed To Provide Sample(s):  Post-casualty

Direction To Provide Sample(s)

Date/Time Directed: 10Feb2010 19:03 EST

Means Of Direction: Verbal

Organization Directing Chemical Test Sample: Marine Employer

Description: Drug and Alcohol testing

Chemical Test Sample(s) Provided: Yes

Method Of Analysis: Breath Test

Instrument Used For Analysis: BAT
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Date/Time Results Obtained: 10Feb2010 19:03 EST

Sample Test Results: 

Blood Alcohol Content (BAC): 

Laboratory/Individual Conducting Test: G & H Towing

Description Of Sample Analysis: Breath

Irregularities In The Analysis Of The Sample: No

10Feb2010 19:03:00 EST to 10Feb2010 19:07:00 EST (Known): Drug and Alcohol Testing.

Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Action
Drug/Alcohol Testing - DOT Drug Testing
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

 
Person Not at Risk Other

Reason Directed To Provide Sample(s):  Post-casualty

Direction To Provide Sample(s)

Date/Time Directed: 10Feb2010 19:03 EST

Means Of Direction: Verbal

Organization Directing Chemical Test Sample: Marine Employer

Description: Drug and Alcohol testing

Mariner Directed To Get A DOT Drug Test: Yes

Chemical Test Sample Provided: Yes

Reason Chemical Test Sample Not Provided: 

Sample

Drug Test Sample Taken Using DOT Protocols: Yes

Sample Type: Urine

Date/Time Sample Was Taken: 11Feb2010 10:32 EST

Sampling Location: G & H Towing-Vopak

Collection Agent: 

Collection Agent's Organization: G & H Towing

Donor Certify Sample: Yes

Irregularities Noted: No
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Drug Analysis

Analyzing Laboratory: KROLL LABORATORY SPECIALISTS, INC., Gretna, LA 70053, , , 

Specimen Analyzed Using DOT Protocols: Yes

Specimen Transferred And Chain Of Custody Complete: Yes

Primary Specimen Test Result

Result: 

Positive For:

Specimen Dilute: Yes

Reason(s) Rejected For 
Testing:

Remarks: 

Review Conducted By

Medical Review Officer: 

Coroner: 

Determination/Verification: 

Specimen Dilute (MRO): No

Split Specimen Analyzed: No

10Feb2010 19:11:58 EST to 10Feb2010 19:12:02 EST (Known): Drug and Alcohol Testing.

Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Action
Drug/Alcohol Testing - Alcohol Testing
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role
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 Person Not at Risk Witness

Reason Directed To Provide Sample(s):  Post-casualty

Direction To Provide Sample(s)

Date/Time Directed: 10Feb2010 18:58 EST

Means Of Direction: Verbal

Organization Directing Chemical Test Sample: Marine Employer

Description: Drug and Alcohol testing

Chemical Test Sample(s) Provided: Yes

Method Of Analysis: Saliva Test

Instrument Used For Analysis: Alco Screen 02

Date/Time Results Obtained: 10Feb2010 19:02 EST

Sample Test Results: 

Blood Alcohol Content (BAC): 

Laboratory/Individual Conducting Test: G & H Towing

Description Of Sample Analysis: Breath

Irregularities In The Analysis Of The Sample: No

10Feb2010 19:11:58 EST to 10Feb2010 19:12:02 EST (Known): Drug and Alcohol Testing.

Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Action
Drug/Alcohol Testing - DOT Drug Testing
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

 Person Not at Risk Witness

Reason Directed To Provide Sample(s):  Post-casualty

Direction To Provide Sample(s)

Date/Time Directed: 10Feb2010 18:58 EST

Means Of Direction: Verbal

Organization Directing Chemical Test Sample: Marine Employer

Description: Drug and Alcohol testing

Mariner Directed To Get A DOT Drug Test: Yes

Chemical Test Sample Provided: Yes

71 of 91

MISLE Incident Investigation Report



Reason Chemical Test Sample Not Provided: 

Sample

Drug Test Sample Taken Using DOT Protocols: Yes

Sample Type: Urine

Date/Time Sample Was Taken: 11Feb2010 10:00 EST

Sampling Location: G & H Towing-Vopak

Collection Agent: 

Collection Agent's Organization: G & H Towing

Donor Certify Sample: Yes

Irregularities Noted: No

Drug Analysis

Analyzing Laboratory: KROLL LABORATORY SPECIALISTS, INC., Gretna, LA 70053, , , 

Specimen Analyzed Using DOT Protocols: Yes

Specimen Transferred And Chain Of Custody Complete: Yes

Primary Specimen Test Result

Result: 

Positive For:

Specimen Dilute: Yes

Reason(s) Rejected For 
Testing:

Remarks: 

Review Conducted By

Medical Review Officer: 

Coroner: 

Determination/Verification: 

Specimen Dilute (MRO): No

Split Specimen Analyzed: No
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10Feb2010 21:30:00 EST to 10Feb2010 21:35:00 EST (Known): Drug test resulting.

Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Action
Drug/Alcohol Testing - DOT Drug Testing
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

Person At Risk, Not Injured Subject of Investigation

Reason Directed To Provide Sample(s):  Post Accident

Mariner Directed To Get A DOT Drug Test: Yes

Chemical Test Sample Provided: Yes

Reason Chemical Test Sample Not Provided: 

Sample

Drug Test Sample Taken Using DOT Protocols: Yes

Sample Type: Urine

Date/Time Sample Was Taken: 10Feb2010 21:30 EST

Sampling Location: SE Memorial Hermann Hospital

Collection Agent: 

Collection Agent's Organization: SE Memorial Hermann Hospital

Donor Certify Sample: Yes

Irregularities Noted: No

Drug Analysis

Analyzing Laboratory: CLINICAL REFERENCE LABORATORY, Lenexa, KS 66215, , , 

Specimen Analyzed Using DOT Protocols: Yes

Specimen Transferred And Chain Of Custody Complete: Yes
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Primary Specimen Test Result

Result: 

Positive For:

Specimen Dilute: Yes

Reason(s) Rejected For 
Testing:

Remarks: 

Review Conducted By

Medical Review Officer: 

Coroner: 

Determination/Verification: 

Specimen Dilute (MRO): No

Split Specimen Analyzed: No

10Feb2010 21:30:00 EST to 10Feb2010 21:35:00 EST (Known): Drug test resulting.

Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Action
Drug/Alcohol Testing - Alcohol Testing
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

 Person At Risk, Not Injured Subject of Investigation

Reason Directed To Provide Sample(s):  Post-casualty

Direction To Provide Sample(s)

Date/Time Directed: 10Feb2010 18:00 EST

Means Of Direction: Verbal

Organization Directing Chemical Test Sample: Marine Employer

Description: Drug Testing

Chemical Test Sample(s) Provided: Yes

Method Of Analysis: Breath Test
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Instrument Used For Analysis: BAT

Date/Time Results Obtained: 10Feb2010 18:00 EST

Sample Test Results: 

Blood Alcohol Content (BAC): 

Laboratory/Individual Conducting Test: Breath

Description Of Sample Analysis: Breath

Irregularities In The Analysis Of The Sample: No

10Feb2010 21:44:00 EST to 10Feb2010 22:00:00 EST (Estimated): Drug and Alcohol Testing.

Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Action
Drug/Alcohol Testing - DOT Drug Testing
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

 Person At Risk, Not Injured Witness

Reason Directed To Provide Sample(s):  Post Accident

Mariner Directed To Get A DOT Drug Test: Yes

Chemical Test Sample Provided: Yes

Reason Chemical Test Sample Not Provided: 

Sample

Drug Test Sample Taken Using DOT Protocols: Yes

Sample Type: Urine

Date/Time Sample Was Taken: 10May2010 22:44 EDT

Sampling Location: Memorial Hermann SE

Collection Agent: 

Collection Agent's Organization: Memorial Hermann SE

Donor Certify Sample: Yes

Irregularities Noted: No

Drug Analysis

Analyzing Laboratory: LabOne, Inc. DBA Quest Diagnostics, Lenexa, KS 66219, , , 

Specimen Analyzed Using DOT Protocols: Yes

Specimen Transferred And Chain Of Custody Complete: Yes
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Primary Specimen Test Result

Result: 

Positive For:

Specimen Dilute: Yes

Reason(s) Rejected For 
Testing:

Remarks: 

Review Conducted By

Medical Review Officer: 

Coroner: 

Determination/Verification: 

Specimen Dilute (MRO): No

Split Specimen Analyzed: No

10Feb2010 21:44:00 EST to 10Feb2010 22:00:00 EST (Estimated): Drug and Alcohol Testing.

Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Action
Drug/Alcohol Testing - Alcohol Testing
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

 Person At Risk, Not Injured Witness

Reason Directed To Provide Sample(s):  Post Accident

Chemical Test Sample(s) Provided: Yes

Method Of Analysis: Breath Test
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Instrument Used For Analysis: BAT

Date/Time Results Obtained: 10Feb2010 19:51 EST

Sample Test Results: 

Blood Alcohol Content (BAC): 

Laboratory/Individual Conducting Test: Breath

Description Of Sample Analysis: Breath

Irregularities In The Analysis Of The Sample: No

10Feb2010 21:45:00 EST to 10Feb2010 22:00:00 EST (Estimated): Drug and Alcohol Testing.

Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Action
Drug/Alcohol Testing - DOT Drug Testing
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

 Person At Risk, Not Injured Witness

Reason Directed To Provide Sample(s):  Post Accident

Mariner Directed To Get A DOT Drug Test: Yes

Chemical Test Sample Provided: Yes

Reason Chemical Test Sample Not Provided: 

Sample

Drug Test Sample Taken Using DOT Protocols: Yes

Sample Type: Urine

Date/Time Sample Was Taken: 10May2010 22:45 EDT

Sampling Location: Memorial Hermann SE

Collection Agent: 

Collection Agent's Organization: Memorial Hermann SE

Donor Certify Sample: Yes

Irregularities Noted: No

Drug Analysis

Analyzing Laboratory: LabOne, Inc. DBA Quest Diagnostics, Lenexa, KS 66219, , , 

Specimen Analyzed Using DOT Protocols: Yes

Specimen Transferred And Chain Of Custody Complete: Yes
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Primary Specimen Test Result

Result: 

Positive For:

Specimen Dilute: Yes

Reason(s) Rejected For 
Testing:

Remarks: 

Review Conducted By

Medical Review Officer: 

Coroner: 

Determination/Verification: 

Specimen Dilute (MRO): No

Split Specimen Analyzed: No

10Feb2010 21:45:00 EST to 10Feb2010 22:00:00 EST (Estimated): Drug and Alcohol Testing.

Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Action
Drug/Alcohol Testing - Alcohol Testing
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

 Person At Risk, Not Injured Witness

Reason Directed To Provide Sample(s):  Post Accident

Chemical Test Sample(s) Provided: Yes

Method Of Analysis: Breath Test
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Instrument Used For Analysis: BAT

Date/Time Results Obtained: 10Feb2010 19:52 EST

Sample Test Results: 

Blood Alcohol Content (BAC): 

Laboratory/Individual Conducting Test: Breath

Description Of Sample Analysis: Breath

Irregularities In The Analysis Of The Sample: No

10Feb2010 22:35:00 EST to 10Feb2010 23:00:00 EST (Estimated): Drug and alcohol Testing.

Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Action
Drug/Alcohol Testing - DOT Drug Testing
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

 Person At Risk, Not Injured Witness

Reason Directed To Provide Sample(s):  Post Accident

Mariner Directed To Get A DOT Drug Test: Yes

Chemical Test Sample Provided: Yes

Reason Chemical Test Sample Not Provided: 

Sample

Drug Test Sample Taken Using DOT Protocols: Yes

Sample Type: Urine

Date/Time Sample Was Taken: 09May2010 23:35 EDT

Sampling Location: Memorial Hermann SE

Collection Agent: 

Collection Agent's Organization: Memorial Hermann SE

Donor Certify Sample: Yes

Irregularities Noted: No

Drug Analysis

Analyzing Laboratory: LabOne, Inc. DBA Quest Diagnostics, Lenexa, KS 66219, , , 

Specimen Analyzed Using DOT Protocols: Yes

Specimen Transferred And Chain Of Custody Complete: Yes
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Primary Specimen Test Result

Result: 

Positive For:

Specimen Dilute: Yes

Reason(s) Rejected For 
Testing:

Remarks: 

Review Conducted By

Medical Review Officer: 

Coroner: 

Determination/Verification: 

Specimen Dilute (MRO): No

Split Specimen Analyzed: No

10Feb2010 22:35:00 EST to 10Feb2010 23:00:00 EST (Estimated): Drug and alcohol Testing.

Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Action
Drug/Alcohol Testing - Alcohol Testing
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

 Person At Risk, Not Injured Witness

Reason Directed To Provide Sample(s):  Post Accident

Chemical Test Sample(s) Provided: Yes

Method Of Analysis: Breath Test
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Instrument Used For Analysis: BAT

Date/Time Results Obtained: 10Feb2010 19:52 EST

Sample Test Results: 

Blood Alcohol Content (BAC): 

Laboratory/Individual Conducting Test: Breath

Description Of Sample Analysis: Breath

Irregularities In The Analysis Of The Sample: No

11Feb2010 07:44:00 EST to 11Feb2010 07:59:00 EST (Estimated): The body of missing crewmember 
recovered by salvage divers from the engine room of the J R NICHOLLS.

Injury/Death Narrative(s):  
SEYMORE, STEVEN EDWARD:  On 10 February 2010 at 2230, the J R NICHOLLS sank in the Houston 
Ship Channel after crossing into the wheel wash of the harbor tug ANDREW K. The vessel was transiting 
the HSC with 5 people onboard, when the vessel went down in the vicinity of Houston Refinery Galena 
Park, TX. Four members were rescued. Last crew member found dead in the engine room of the sunken 
vessel J R NICHOLLS above the starboard generator by divers a day after the sinking.
Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Event
Personnel Casualty - Death
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

STEVEN EDWARD 
SEYMORE

Person Dead Subject of Investigation

Nature Of Event Causing Death: Noncontact Injury- Asphyxiation

Cause Of Death: Drowning

Casualty Involved Diving: No

12Feb2010 06:00:00 EST to 12Feb2010 06:20:00 EST (Known): Sector Houston-Galveston request 
assistance of MSC to help determine what the stability conditions were aboard the JR Nicholls prior to its 
sinking.
Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Condition
Vessel - Material/Equipment Condition
Known

Primary Location: No
Description: HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            

Latitude:  29°43.1 N Longitude: 095°14.5 W

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

RICHARD J 
DEVALL

Vessel Total Constructive Loss: 
Salvaged

Involved in a Marine Casualty
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System: Stability

Subsystem: Unintentional Flooding

Component: General

Cite: 

Involves CG Approved Equipment: No

Security Violation: No

Deficiency: No

12Feb2010 07:00:00 EST to 12Feb2010 10:00:00 EST (Estimated): Post Casualty Drug and Alcohol 
Testing.
Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Action
Drug/Alcohol Testing - DOT Drug Testing
Unknown

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

STEVEN EDWARD 
SEYMORE

Person Dead Subject of Investigation

Reason Directed To Provide Sample(s):  Post-casualty

Direction To Provide Sample(s)

Date/Time Directed: 11Feb2010 19:00 EST

Means Of Direction: Autopsy

Organization Directing Chemical Test Sample: Marine Employer

Description: Durg and Alcohol Testing

Mariner Directed To Get A DOT Drug Test: No

Chemical Test Sample Provided: Yes

Reason Chemical Test Sample Not Provided: 

Sample

Drug Test Sample Taken Using DOT Protocols: No

Sample Type: Blood

Date/Time Sample Was Taken: 11Feb2011 18:54 EST

Sampling Location: Unknown

Collection Agent: Unknown

Collection Agent's Organization: Unknown

Donor Certify Sample: No

Irregularities Noted: No

Drug Analysis

Analyzing Laboratory: Quest Diagnostics (LabOne, Inc. d/b/a Quest Diagnostics), Lenexa, 
KS, 66219

Specimen Analyzed Using DOT Protocols: No

Specimen Transferred And Chain Of Custody Complete: No
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Primary Specimen Test Result

Result: 

Positive For:

Specimen Dilute: No

Reason(s) Rejected For 
Testing:

Remarks: 

Review Conducted By

Medical Review Officer:  

Coroner: Unknown

Determination/Verification: 

Specimen Dilute (MRO): N/A

Split Specimen Analyzed: No

12Feb2010 07:00:00 EST to 12Feb2010 10:00:00 EST (Estimated): Post Casualty Drug and Alcohol 
Testing.
Timeline Type:
Timeline Subtype:
Location:

Action
Drug/Alcohol Testing - Alcohol Testing
Unknown

Subject(s) and Details

Name Type Status Role

STEVEN EDWARD 
SEYMORE

Person Dead Subject of Investigation

Reason Directed To Provide Sample(s):  Post-casualty

Direction To Provide Sample(s)

Date/Time Directed: 11Feb2010 19:00 EST

Means Of Direction: Autopsy

Organization Directing Chemical Test Sample: Marine Employer

Description: Durg and Alcohol Testing

Chemical Test Sample(s) Provided: Yes
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Method Of Analysis: Blood Test

Instrument Used For Analysis: Unknown

Date/Time Results Obtained: 11Feb2011 20:55 EST

Sample Test Results: 

Blood Alcohol Content (BAC): 

Laboratory/Individual Conducting Test: Unknown

Description Of Sample Analysis: 
Date and Time Sample was taken: 2010-02-12 12:00
Sampling Location: Harris County Institute of Forensic Sciences

Irregularities In The Analysis Of The Sample: No

VIII. CORRESPONDENCE

Subpoena.001
           Source: USCG

 Date: 2/19/2010 10:06:00 AM
           Attachments:
                      

SUBPOENA 001; Legacy - Unknown;
                                .; 21Feb2010 19:00:00 EST; No

Request for Pier-side Video Surveilance
           Source: USCG

 Date: 2/22/2010 1:07:00 PM
           Attachments:
                      

Scan001 (2); Legacy - Unknown;
                                .; 21Feb2010 19:00:00 EST; No

PII request from Port of Houston
           Source: USCG

 Date: 2/23/2010 12:25:00 PM
           Attachments:
                      

Port of Houston PII; Legacy - Unknown;
                                .; 22Feb2010 19:00:00 EST; No

PII request from Kinder Morgan
           Source: USCG

 Date: 2/18/2010 12:28:00 PM
           Attachments:
                      

Kinder Morgan PII; Legacy - Unknown;
                                .; 22Feb2010 19:00:00 EST; No

FRVF PII; Legacy - Unknown;
                                .; 23Feb2010 19:00:00 EST; No

Request for Autopsy Report
           Source: USCG

 Date: 2/17/2010 12:30:00 PM
           Attachments:
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Request for Autopsy report; Legacy - Unknown;
                                .; 22Feb2010 19:00:00 EST; No

PII request from Royston, Rayzor
           Source: USCG

 Date: 2/15/2010 12:32:00 PM
           Attachments:
                      

Royston Rayzor  PII; Legacy - Unknown;
                                .; 22Feb2010 19:00:00 EST; No

Notice of Federal Interest
           Source: USCG

 Date: 2/11/2010 3:20:00 AM
           Attachments:
                      

nofi; Legacy - Unknown;
                                24Feb2010 19:00:00 EST; No

Pilot Board Investigation Recommendation Committee PII
           Source: USCG

 Date: 3/1/2010 12:50:00 PM
           Attachments:
                      

ECN 3679031 048 PILOT BOARDD INVESTIGATION RECOMMENDATION 
COMMITTEE; Legacy - Unknown;
                                .; 28Feb2010 19:00:00 EST; No

Subpoena  
           Source: USCG

 Date: 2/23/2010 2:41:00 PM
           Attachments:
                      

Subpoena   Legacy - Unknown;
                                .; 15Mar2010 20:00:00 EDT; No

Operational Control #2010-0148
           Source: USCG

 Date: 2/12/2010 12:52:00 PM
           Attachments:
                      

Opcon J R Nicholls; Legacy - Unknown;
                                .; 24Mar2010 20:00:00 EDT; No

Subpoena dated 30Apr2010 and reply
           Source: USCG

 Date: 5/11/2010 7:38:00 AM
           Attachments:
                      

JR Nicholls Subpoena and reply; Legacy - Unknown;
                                .; 10May2010 20:00:00 EDT; No

Kinder Morgan Subpoena and response
           Source: USCG

 Date: 5/11/2010 7:44:00 AM
           Attachments:
                      

KMSCS Response to 4-30-2010 USCG Subpoena - Ltr only as served 5-6-2010 (2); 
Legacy - Unknown;
                                .; 10May2010 20:00:00 EDT; No
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Vessel Activity Details from MISLE Legacy Activity
           Source: USCG

 Date: 2/10/2010 10:05:00 PM
           Attachments:
                      

4292043; Other;
                               ; 10Sep2015 20:47:07 EDT; Yes

Material/Equipment Component Details from MISLE Legacy Activity
           Source: USCG

 Date: 2/10/2010 10:29:06 PM
           Attachments:
                      

4714529; Other;
                               ; 10Sep2015 20:47:07 EDT; Yes

Vessel Activity Details from MISLE Legacy Activity
           Source: USCG

 Date: 2/10/2010 10:16:00 PM
           Attachments:
                      

4752586; Other;
                               ; 10Sep2015 20:47:07 EDT; Yes

Vessel Activity Details from MISLE Legacy Activity
           Source: USCG

 Date: 2/10/2010 10:15:00 PM
           Attachments:
                      

4986720; Other;
                               ; 10Sep2015 20:47:07 EDT; Yes

Vessel Activity Details from MISLE Legacy Activity
           Source: USCG

 Date: 2/10/2010 9:30:00 PM
           Attachments:
                      

5501959; Other;
                               ; 10Sep2015 20:47:07 EDT; Yes

Vessel Activity Details from MISLE Legacy Activity
           Source: USCG

 Date: 2/10/2010 10:16:00 PM
           Attachments:
                      

6165769; Other;
                               ; 10Sep2015 20:47:07 EDT; Yes

Vessel Activity Details from MISLE Legacy Activity
           Source: USCG

 Date: 2/10/2010 10:21:00 PM
           Attachments:
                      

6171251; Other;
                               ; 10Sep2015 20:47:07 EDT; Yes

Vessel Activity Details from MISLE Legacy Activity
           Source: USCG

 Date: 2/10/2010 10:10:00 PM
           Attachments:
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6237265; Other;
                               ; 10Sep2015 20:47:07 EDT; Yes

Lifesaving Details from MISLE Legacy Activity
           Source: USCG

 Date: 2/10/2010 10:30:06 PM
           Attachments:
                      

6695724; Other;
                               ; 10Sep2015 20:47:07 EDT; Yes

High Level Alarm Details from MISLE Legacy Activity
           Source: USCG

 Date: 2/10/2010 10:29:09 PM
           Attachments:
                      

7100116; Other;
                               ; 10Sep2015 20:47:07 EDT; Yes

Lifesaving Details from MISLE Legacy Activity
           Source: USCG

 Date: 2/10/2010 10:45:48 PM
           Attachments:
                      

7343622; Other;
                               ; 10Sep2015 20:47:07 EDT; Yes

Vessel Activity Details from MISLE Legacy Activity
           Source: USCG

 Date: 2/10/2010 10:15:05 PM
           Attachments:
                      

9379476; Other;
                               ; 10Sep2015 20:47:07 EDT; Yes

Report of Investigation
           Source: USCG

 Date: 3/22/2019 6:20:05 PM
           Attachments:
                      

Memo - ROI - UTV J R NICHOLLS; Other;
                               ; 22Mar2019 14:22:52 EDT; No

Redacted_ROI
           Source: USCG

 Date: 8/28/2019 4:08:25 PM
           Attachments:
                      

Memo - ROI - UTV J R NICHOLLS_Redacted; Investigative Officer Report;
                               ; 28Aug2019 12:09:16 EDT; No

IX. CONCLUSIONS – PART 1. CAUSE

Initiating Event:
Loss of Stability (10Feb2010 17:29:05 EST)

Precondition

Vessel/Facility/Equipment (Hardware)– Condition - Operations Status
     The UTV J R NICHOLLS unfaced outbound the Houston Ship Channel for Rhodia Baytown with 
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master at the helm, deckhand in engine room painting,  two crew members in the rack, fuel, oil, and 
water tanks topped off, and engine room doors secured open, .     

Condition/Vessel - Material/Equipment Condition (10Feb2010 17:10:00 EST); HOUSTON SHIP 
CHANNEL                                                            ; Vessel underway unfaced en-route to Rhodia 
Baytown with 5 people onboard.; RICHARD J DEVALL

Production

Planning Error - Violation (Routine Adaptation) - Loss of Stability
     J R NICHOLLS transiting Houston Ship Channel crossed into the wheel wash of the ANDREW K 
sending vessel into a severe heel to port, which allowed the ingress of water into the engine room via 
open water tight door. The ingress of water and dislodged galley equipment affected the stability of the 
vessel by attributing to it heeling to a point where it was almost impossible to recover from.     

Event/Loss of Stability (10Feb2010 17:29:05 EST); HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                 
                           ; The J R NICHOLLS entered into the wheel wash from the harbor tug ANDREW K 
and began heeling to port allowing the ingress of water via the port engine room door. 
; RICHARD J DEVALL

Defense

Disabled - Loss of Stability
     J R NICHOLLS transiting unfaced with its engine room doors open sank in the Houston Ship 
Channel. The engine room doors are part of the water tight integrity and stability of the vessel especially 
when unfaced.     

Event/Loss of Stability (10Feb2010 17:29:05 EST); HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                 
                           ; The J R NICHOLLS entered into the wheel wash from the harbor tug ANDREW K 
and began heeling to port allowing the ingress of water via the port engine room door. 
; RICHARD J DEVALL

Inadequate - Flooding
     JR NICHOLLS engine room doors are secured in open position. When the vessel righted itself, after 
taking on water during the heel to port, was riding even lower in the water, allowing water to ingress, 
even though it had return to even keel.  JR NICHOLLS liquid load also contributed to the vessel riding 
lower than usual in the water.     

Event/Flooding - Progressive (10Feb2010 17:29:09 EST); HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                      
                                      ; The J R NICHOLLS experienced progressive flooding as it heeled over to 
port in Houston Ship Channel.; RICHARD J DEVALL

Inadequate - Flooding
     J R Nicholls had taken on a full liquid load prior to sailing unfaced resulting in vessel riding lower in 
the water. This would have been appropriate if JR NICHOLLS was faced to barge, but as it was not, 
made the vessel unstable to some environmental conditions. If JR NICHOLLS liquid load had been less, 
the vessel would have rode higher in the water lessing the effects of wheel wash from ANDREW K.     

Event/Flooding - Progressive (10Feb2010 17:29:09 EST); HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                      
                                      ; The J R NICHOLLS experienced progressive flooding as it heeled over to 
port in Houston Ship Channel.; RICHARD J DEVALL

Inadequate - Abandonment
     Vessel crossed into the wheel wash of harbor tug causing it to be pushed to the starboard side of the 
HSC during which time, the vessel heeled over to port. As the vessel heeled to port, water entered 
through the port engine room door, which had been looked open to allow air in to aid in the cooling of 
engine room. The engine room eventually flooded causing the vessel to sink. As the vessel sank, the 
crew members abandoned the vessel.     

Event/Abandonment (10Feb2010 17:45:48 EST); HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                   
                         ; Pilot and deckhand still aboard the UTV JR NICHOLLS as it rest on the bottom of 
channel, abandon ship.
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Failures of Defense Against Subsequent Events in the Incident

Subsequent Event # 1:

Sinking (10Feb2010 17:30:00 EST)

Defense Factors

Inadequate - Open Engine Room Door
Engine room door latched open.

Condition/Person - Communications Condition(10Feb2010 22:22:00Z); 

Evacuation Details:  Pilot and deckhand  escaped submerged vessel through a window.; RICHARD 
J DEVALL

Disabled - Damage to the Environment
     Engine room doors secured open attributed to JR NICHOLLS sinking in the Houston Ship Channel 
and releasing fuel/oil into water via tank vents.     

Event/Discharge/Release - Pollution (10Feb2010 17:30:15 EST); HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL           
                                                 ; UTV J R NICHOLLS sinks and dicharges more than 10000 gallons 
of fuel and lubricating oil into the Houston Ship Channel.; RICHARD J DEVALL

Inadequate - Bridge Operations - Bridge Communications
     Master of JR NICHOLLS failed to make passing arrangement with the M/V MISS LUCY after the pilot 
send out a ship-to-ship broadcast to all vessel in the vicinity of Woodhouse Dock No.1 of its intentions to 
moor there.     

Condition/Person - Communications Condition (10Feb2010 17:20:57 EST); HOUSTON SHIP 
CHANNEL                                                            ; Pilot 126 onboard MV MISS LUCY makes safety 
broadcast of intention to moor up Woodhouse Dock #1.; 

Missing - Abandonment
     Crewmembers were trapped aboard JR NICHOLLS as she sank in the Houston Ship Channel due to 
unsecure equipment shifting and blocking exits.     

Event/Abandonment (10Feb2010 17:30:06 EST); HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                   
                         ; Master and deckhand abandon ship.
Evacuation Details:  Two crew members escaped the vessel prior to it going down and swam to 
safety.; RICHARD J DEVALL

Missing - Personnel Casualties
     When JR NICHOLLS crossed into the wheel wash of the Andrew K, the vessel heeled over to the port 
side. As the vessel heeled over, water entered the engine room through the port side door. Mr. Steven 
Seymore was in the engine room working. The JR NICHOLLS returned to its normal up-right position 
and then sank with three of the five member of the crew still aboard.  The engine room doors were 
secured open allowing water to enter the space unabated. As a result of the vessel flooding and 
eventually sinking, Mr. Steven Seymore lost his life.     

Event/Personnel Casualty - Death (11Feb2010 07:44:00 EST); HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL              
                                              ; The body of missing crewmember recovered by salvage divers from 
the engine room of the J R NICHOLLS.

Injury/Death Narrative(s):  
SEYMORE, STEVEN EDWARD:  On 10 February 2010 at 2230, the J R NICHOLLS sank in the 
Houston Ship Channel after crossing into the wheel wash of the harbor tug ANDREW K. The vessel 
was transiting the HSC with 5 people onboard, when the vessel went down in the vicinity of Houston 
Refinery Galena Park, TX. Four members were rescued. Last crew member found dead in the 
engine room of the sunken vessel J R NICHOLLS above the starboard generator by divers a day 
after the sinking.; STEVEN EDWARD SEYMORE
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X. CONCLUSIONS – PART 2. ENFORCEMENT REFERRALS

HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            ; Master of 
the J R NICHOLLS failed to make his intentions known prior to entering wheel 
wash, or acknowledge the pilot onboard the MV MISSY LUCY's ship-to-ship 
communication.; 

Condition/Vessel - Material/Equipment Condition(10Feb2010 22:29:06Z); 
HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            ; JR 
NICHOLLS heels severly to port dislodging all unsecured equipment in galley, 
engine room, and staterooms.; RICHARD J DEVALL

Condition/Person - Communications Condition(10Feb2010 22:29:12Z); 
HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            ; Master 
sounds general alarm.; 

Subsequent Event # 2:

Personnel Casualty - Death (11Feb2010 07:44:00 EST)

Defense Factors

Does Not Exist - Unable to Escape Engine Room
Sudden loss of stability did not provide time for mariner to escape engine room.

Condition/Vessel - Material/Equipment Condition(10Feb2010 22:29:06Z); 
HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            ; JR 
NICHOLLS heels severly to port dislodging all unsecured equipment in galley, 
engine room, and staterooms.; RICHARD J DEVALL

Subsequent Event # 3:

Flooding - Progressive (10Feb2010 17:29:09 EST)

Defense Factors

Inadequate - Stability
Stability of vessel not adequite.

Condition/Vessel - Material/Equipment Condition(12Feb2010 11:00:00Z); 
HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            ; Sector 
Houston-Galveston request assistance of MSC to help determine what the 
stability conditions were aboard the JR Nicholls prior to its sinking.; RICHARD J 
DEVALL

Subsequent Event # 4:

Discharge/Release - Pollution (10Feb2010 17:30:15 EST)

Defense Factors

Does Not Exist - Vessel Sunk
Measures to prevent oil release from sunken vessel do not exist.

Condition/Vessel - Material/Equipment Condition(10Feb2010 22:29:06Z); 
HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            ; JR 
NICHOLLS heels severly to port dislodging all unsecured equipment in galley, 
engine room, and staterooms.; RICHARD J DEVALL
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The following referrals for enforcement action have been made as a result of this investigation and 
represent those instances where the Coast Guard has gathered evidence that indicates one or more 
alleged violations or offenses may have occurred.  Any determinations as to whether or not one or more 
actual violations or offenses have occurred are documented in the appropriate Coast Guard enforcement 
activities.
Referral #1:    
         

NRC 931000/M/V J R Nicholls/Diesel/10000 gallons

Party: 

Enforcement Type: Administrative Civil Penalty (Class I)  
Status: Closed - Payment Received

Alleged Violations

Cite: 33USC§ 1321(b)(3)
Date/Time:  10Feb2010 17:30 EST
Event/Action/Condition:  Discharge/Release - Pollution
Location:  HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL                                                            
Subject(s):  RICHARD J DEVALL

Evidence

ECN 3679031 050 ; Incident Video; 08Mar2010 05:27:00 EST

ECN 3679031 049 ; Pollution Investigator Statement; 25Feb2010 05:37:00 EST

ECN 3679031 048 ; Witness Statement from 048; 10Feb2010 22:30:00 EST

XI. SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS

Safety Alerts:
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1.  General Comments Regarding Our Stability Analysis 
 

• Creative Systems General HydroStatics (GHS) software version 11.50 was used for our 
analysis.  
 

• Our model was developed based on a hand drawn lines plan provided in reference (b).  
This lines plan included dimensions from the deck edge to the chine.  It also listed the 
vertical distance from the keel to the chine at three longitudinal locations.  The resulting 
model had hydrostatic properties consistent with the model created by Mr. Shearer in 
reference (b). 

 
• All weights were reported in long tons (LT).  One long ton is equivalent to 2240 pounds.   

 
• Downflooding occurs when water enters the hull or superstructure of a vessel through an 

opening that is not watertight.  Information on downflooding points was provided in 
reference (d).  Downflooding points were assumed to be located at the aft doors leading 
to the engine room, on both the port and starboard side of the pilot house.  The house 
door was measured 31 feet aft of the forward perpendicular, 7.7 feet outboard of the 
centerline, and 14 inches above the main deck. 

 
• 46CFR174.145 contains specific stability requirements for inspected tugboats and 

towboats.  46CFR170.173 contains stability requirements for vessels of unusual 
proportion and form.  Because this vessel is not inspected, it is not required to comply 
with any stability standards.  However, for the purposes of this report, the stability of the 
vessel in question was analyzed against criteria in both of the aforementioned sections. 

 
• For a detailed assessment of stability, naval architects examine a vessel’s righting arm 

curve.  The righting arm curve is a plot of a vessel’s righting arm vs. angle of heel.  A 
righting arm is a measure of a vessel’s ability to right itself when disturbed from its 
upright position.  In general, the greater the righting arm, the better the vessel’s stability 
characteristics.  The area under the righting arm curve (measured in foot-degrees) , also 
called righting energy, is often used as a measure of the vessel’s ability to absorb energy 
imparted by wind, waves, or other forces.  A vessel with very little righting energy could 
roll past its range of positive stability and capsize as a result of even a relatively small 
disturbance.   
 

• The effects of wind and waves were not considered in this analysis.  
 
2.  Model Development 
 
The computer model used throughout this analysis was created using the distances from the deck 
edge to the chine as well as the deadrise found in the drawing shown in Figure 1.  Tanks and 
arrangements were modeled from information provided in reference (c).  A picture of the actual 
vessel in operation, and our computer model of the vessel, are shown in Figure 2.   
 

2 ECN 3679031 053 
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