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Lighthouses are often thowght of as towaers of myaticque and romantic
charm, isolated at the foot of storm-tossed waves beating upon the rocky
ehore. In Alaska, iselation and lighthouses seem synonymous. None of
the light stations in Alpska can be reached by car. Most are only sasily
meeopaible by helicopter - wenther parmitting. Thaupgh the lomely senti-
nels of the sea no longer house lighthouss keepers, the Const Cuard
maintaing the responsibility for the lipht's upkeap.

"Const Guard Lighthouses And ather aids bo navigation in Alnskan
History” was ariginally published in 18974 by the state of Alaska as, “Alds
to Mavigation in Alaska History." This third edition of the publication
continues e provide an overview of the evelution of one missien of the
Coast Guard in Aluske.

Dua to the freguent reguests for infermation coneerning Const Gunred
lighthouses in Alnska, the public affairs affice of the Seventeenth Const
Guard District was grantod pormission to update and reprint this book

by the Office of Statewide Cultural Programs, Alaska Division of Parks,
the ngency which originally prepared the text.

Unleas noted, all photographs contained in this bosk were provided
by the U.S. Coast Gaard. Anyone with comments mnn-nrin'- this P'uljli-
eation, should contact the Const Guard public afTairs office by writing:

Communder {dpa)

Seventeanth Coant Guard District
P.O. Box 28517

Junean, AK PRNZ.5517

The Sevenleenth District dedicates the publishing of "Lighthouses
And other nids Lo novigation in Alaskan History” to these lighthouse
keepers und their families who diligently watched over the lights
through the years. Wao hope this publication is enjoyable to you and
increnses your historieal porepective of the Coast Guard and its farerun-
ner, the 1.8, Lighthouss Service, and their contributions to the state of
Alnskn.

Ed Maoreth
Chief Public AfMairs Specialisi
.8 Coast Guard

Lighthouses And other alds o navigation in Alaska History
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INTRODUCTION

ow, when and why the United States government penetrated the Alnska frontier is a
subject about which few historians are in agreement. Ernest Gruening and Clarence Andrews, for
example, tend to condemn Washington of willful neglipence, of preferring private enberprise to
develop the land before moking o substantial invesiment. On the opposite pole is another, more
recent interpretation, held by Morgan Sherwood and Ted Hinckley, who argue that Washington's
penetration of frontier Alaska occurred along peneral patterns defined by other American frontier
experiences, that there was no conscious design to ignore Alaska's needs, that in fact the historical
role of the federal government in Alaska is a remarkable story of success, Whether the historical
debate will ever be settled is a difficult question. IFthere is a lesson to be learned from the experi-
ences of historians in other nations, particularly England, where the historical problem of social
penetration and integration has commanded much attention, a great deal more specialized research
i& needed before the gleams of a reliable answer will appear,

The first part of this study was written in light of that need. It describes briefly the activities of
one federal institution in Alaska during the years 1867 to 1940, that is, since the purchase of Alaska
to World War 11, Until Warld War II proved the necessity of airfields and the Alaska-Canada High-
way, the "liquid highway™ was the primary mode of transportation between the continental United
States and Alaska. The services of the Board of Lighthouses (later the Bureau of Lighthouses) were
important factors in Alagka’s cconomic development. For it was the board's responsibility to ensure
the safety of marine traffic in Alaska with buovs, daymarks, post lights, light stations and other
navigational aids. When and how the Light House Board, or its successor, lessened the danger to
ships making their way along Alaska’s coasts is an index to the degree to which the federal povern-
ment, in general, penetrated the Alaska frontier, That it is only an index needs restatement, for
some federal agencies are conceivably more active than others.

The second part of this study presents historical summaries, architectural descriptions, and pho-
tographs of 16light stations (lighthouses with resident keepers) in Alagka which may be eligible for
entry on The National Register of Historic Places. Each of these light stations, all of which are naw
unmanned, are significant in Alaska history for a variely of reasons, Many were constructed to meet
the requirements of Alaska's rising commerce shortly after the Klondike Gold Rush of 1897/98; they
are therefore physical testaments of an important event in Alaska history. Several of the more
recent light stations are physical evidences of that time when the bulk of Alaska's commerce shifted
from Southeast to Southeentral Alaska, And, of course, some light stations are monuments to
farmous ship disasters, OF all mids to navigation, light stations were the most expensive to construct
and maintain, The fact that th oy Wers establizhed and continued Lo function until the 19605 roflects
the importance with which they were held by commereial interests and the federal povernment.

Lighthouses And other aids to navigation in Alaska History
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TABLE 1
Mumber of Adds ta MNavigoation in Alasha, 18040 1T840
LED 184056 1o

Lights 0 1 i
Fopr Signals LA i L
Buows =7 - &7

Dayvimorks 15 26 =5

1EE

Lights ZE0
Fopr Signals 13
Huaoys

Draymnrksa : =2 E |

Ruadio Beacons o L1 =3

*Figure inclhades 311 minor lights, 13 light stations, and 26
lighted buoys.

e pure includes 387 minoer lights, 14 light stations, and 56
Lighted buoays.
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n the early vears of the United States, mids to navigation were established and main.
tained by colonial and state povernments. Respensibility was placed on the national level with the or-
ganization of the Treasury Dopartment in the late 17805,

Due to the inereasing work, the Fifth Awditer wae moado Buperintendent of the Lighthouss
Establishment in 1820, Custom officials performed field supervisory duties, such as inspeching
lighthouse sites, appointing persons to tend lights, ote.

Another major administrative reorganization was made in 1852 with the creation of the Lighthouse
Bourd within the Treasury Department. Twelve Lighthouse Districts were formed, each with a District
Engineer nnd DMstriel Inspector

By decentralizing the administration of the board to the local level, the Act of 1552 essentinlly
stimulated the prowth of a system of aids to navigation throughout the United States. The board scan
established a reputation as an effective nnd aggressive organization, Thus, by the 1850s, numerous aids
to navigation were located along the ceasts of Californin, Oregon and Washington Territary, all of which
fell under American rule in the late 18405,

When, onJduly 27, 1868, the "customs, com-
merce and anvigation” lnwsof tho United States
were applied to Alaska, the board faced the for-
midable prospect afl establishing a systam of
midds Lo navigation 0 the new territory with a
coastline greater in distanes thaon all of the
contiguous states, Perhaps anticipating the
task, Alaska was later included in the Thir-
teenth Lighthouse Lhitrct with Oregon and
Washington Territory.

Mot long after the purchase of Alaskn, 1n
January 1869, the Senate determined to review
the safety of Pacific Northwest coasts, requiring
the |.I:I'I'!h-idl."ll1. “to dhetail an officer to select from
the public lands sueh permanant p-n-in!ﬁ L
the const of Oregon, Washington Territory, and
Alaska, asin his judgment may be necessary for
lighthouse purpoeses, ln view of the future com-
mercial necessity of the Pacifie consts, nnd ta
reserve the same for exelusive use of the United
Etntes.” (U5, Senate 1563 1)

Crnemonth lnter, President Andrew Johnsan
submittod a report propared by assistant George
Davidson, of the Const Survey. Davidsan was in

Gas can from lighthousa.

Lighthouses And other aids to navigation in Alaska History
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A worker Services a light in
Soulheast Alaska.

charge of n Const Burvey expadition bo Alaska
in 1867 when Secretary of State Willinm
Seward required information about the new
merguisition for the considerntion of Congress,

Tha Lighthouse Board had then ap-
proached the Coast Survey to inelude some-
oni in the expedition who would locate pos-
sible lighthouse sites in Alasks. The product
af thie survey was the repart that the presi-
dent forwarded to the Senate in February
1863,

I his highly readable and detailed re-
port, Davidesn recommanded that twae light-
houses be placed in Sitka Sound, similar to
those near San Francisco, one at Cape
Edgecumbe and Biorka 1sland; one at Long
Island and Mear lsland, near Kadiak; and
two lighthouses near Duteh Harbor,

Unalaska Island.

Healso noted vamiows locations for buoys
and unlighted beacons, (ULS, Scnate 1H6S:
5-12) It is a testament to his chsorvations
that nearly all were later sites of naviga-
tional aids. However, none was ever a light-
house,

[hespite its interest in Pacifie Northwest
commerce. Conpress took no action to reserve londs in Alaska for lighthouse purposes. Perhaps the
problems of reconstruction distracted Congress from Alaskan affairs, in general, Certmnly, congress-
men deprecinted the noquisition of Alaska, considering the land more a linbility than an asset, Demands
for lighthouses in ather areas of the United States may have held priority. 1t is more probable that the
volume of marine commeree in Alaska did net warrant navigationnl aids. Whatever the reasons,
Davidson's recommendations for Alaska were shelved,

Yei, the Lighthouse Beard did not ignore Alaska, Noting Davidson's comments on the Russians’
navigational aids, the baard apparently made an sxpedient decizgion: use whatever the Kussinns left
behind. Red and blue busys marked a submerged rock near Long Island, called "William's Bank”, where
the Russian-American Company's "Kodiak” sank in April 1860; but these tended to drfl away during
storms and probably were never maintained by Americans. (17,3, Senate 1869; 9) Apparently, the only
lighted aid in Russinn-America was at Sitka

Disployed sfter an exchange of cannon fire between the approaching vessel and the povernor's house,
the light was located 110 feet above water in the cupola of the governor's house or "Baranef’s Castle”,

Lighthouses And other alds to navigation in Alaska History 11
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The “first” lighthouse in Alaska was located in the cupola atop Baranof's Caslle. This photo was
taken in 1883, The buliding burned In 1634 (Photo counesy Alaska State Library)

When the light was established is unknown; historians cite 1804 and 1834 as possible years. It was
a crude affair, consisting of seal or whale oil and wick in four copper cans, placed n front of a large
reflector in & turret lantern, (USCS 1869; 119-20; U5, Senate 1869: 6; Adamaon 19652 266; Gibbs 1955
205)

When Alaska was purchased by the United States, the Sitka light was prebably transferred to the
jurisdiction of the Lighthouse Beard. An agreement, negotiated by the customs official at Sitka, was
concluded with the Army, whereby the latter maintained the light ot the Doard's expense. The keeper
receivied 40 conts por day for the task. (Gibbe 1955 205; Gruening 1968; 218)

When the Army departed Alaska in 1877, so did Acting Ordinance Sergeant George Golkell, the
appointed keepor sinee 1867, (Holland 1972: 190; Deane 1938: 20). Nearly 20 years passed before the
Lighthouse Board maintained another light at Sitka,

With the rise of gold mining, tourism, and salmon.canning industries in the late 1870s and early
18805, marine commerce increased substantially in Southeast Alaska, OF course, so did ship disasters.

Politicians, chambers of commerce, newspaper editors, steamship companies, fishermen, and
whalers throughout the Pacific Northwest seon appealed to the Lighthouse Board for aids Lo navigation,
(Adamsen 1956: 255) So great was the need that Pacific Stoamship Company officials offered free
transport of buoys, supporting their request by listing numerous marine hazards in Tongass Norrows
and Wrangell Narrows, as well as the recent loss of company steamer Eureka in Peril Strait. (AR 1885
10k

In 1884, Alaska obtained a district form of government, and the Lighthouss Board sont 14 iron buoys
to Somthenst Alaska

1z Lighthouses And ether aids to navigation in Alaska History
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Buoys at the lighthouse depot In Ketchikan, December 1, 1916,

Pack - 70
N2/ 7T
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A llghihouso sorvice-
MAnN pOSGS FAsAT
Vilakari Rocks
Beaacon, ona ol the
first foedaral akds in
Alaska, on July 12,
TINE,

All wore placed by the LS, Navy in the Inside Passage. Also, Moval Commander LA, Bearsles
ardored o boneon placed on Vitshoard 1sland, near Sitha, where Davidson had ance recammended a eannan
for n foge-signal in addition tea light. (U5, Senate 1869 5-6; AR 1885: 10, Andrews 1358: 178; Gibhls 13565:
205), These wers the first unliphted nids loented in Alnska by the United States government.

Concentraling on the needs of Washington and Cregan, the offisors of tho Lighthouse Board seldom
foumd time Lo place additivnal aids in Alasks, In fact, it was not antil June 1805 that o lightod aid wos
entabliched. e longer able to use the former Russion governor's house at Sitks, it having burned down
in 1894, the Lighthouse Board ploced o simple post light on Castle 1601 Willinom Marrett was the
appointed tender. (AR 1896: 170; ATE 1880 170: The Sitha Alnshon June 22, 1885; 3: Androws 1953 302}
While Lhis was the first light sstablished by the federnl government in Alagka, it was nlse the Inot unti
after tho turn of the century,

With the passing of ench year, additional buoye and unlighted beancons {log pyramids and iron
spindles) wore placed in Southeast Alaska, Petween 1820 and 1800, however, the number of nids had
not increased ot all. In fact, the number of buoys in 1900 had not risen above the 1808 figure. For
daymarks, the numbor had actunlly decrensed by one.

This apparent inertin enn be understood in varfous woys, In part, it reflects the Beard's efforts to
replace, upgrade, and repalr buoys and dnymnarks, o time consuming project sinee the only lighthouse
tender in the Thirtesnth Distriet, the Columbine, operated from Oregon and entored Alnskan waters anly
during summer menths, (AR 1888 170, AR 1805 174}

Alsa, the laeation of nids was probably rearganized froquontly, according te needs, such as Muctunting
sbemmar roules, new miningcomminities and cannerins, Thisview is supported by the foct that thoe most

14 Lighthouses And other aids o navigation In Alaska History
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northerly buey in 1898 was on Indian Rock, 20 miles south of Skagway, then booming as a direct result
of the Klondike Gold Rush. (The Sitka Alaskan July 30, 18398: 2) Mare important, the board was
financially ill-equipped to meet Alaska’s demands. This is particularly true in regard to lights, which
required frequent maintenance by a keeper. Since March 1890, for example, the board had annually re-
quested funds to construct a light and fog-signal station on Mary Island, at the entrance to Revillagigedo
Channel. In 1892, a customs house was established on the island and the board recommended that
customns officials maintain a minor light at a nominal fee, (The Sitka Alaskan January 30, 1852: 1: U.8.
House 1890: 1) However, Congress was not swayed by the entreaty, Not until the Klondike Gold Rush
of 1897-08 catapulted Alaska into the international news did Congress sericusly consider Alaskan needs,
much less the requests of the Lighthouse Board,

A windfall in Alaska history, the Klondike Gold Rush stimulated development of Alaska in
unparalleled ways. All sorts of social, economic and political activities accelerated. Prospectors
demanded geclogical surveys, maps, and mining laws; homesteaders demanded land laws and public
surveys; politicians demanded home rale, And,
of course, chambers of commerce, steamship
companies, fishermen, all in some way de-
pendent on safe water traffic, joined in the ery
for lighthouses in Alaska.

Gov, John G. Brady of Alaska was espe-
cially vocal, not only in portraying the urgency
in the situation, but alse in grasping the obvi-
ous solutions: "Commerce has grown so rap-
idly and there are now so many millions of
dallars invested in steamships plying in these
waters that the time has come to separate
Alnska into a liphthouse district. There is
work enough to keep an inspector and tender
busy. British Columbiais far surpassing us in
this particular. Soon they will have completed
four new lights at important points upon the
inside passage, We should have as many now
in operation between Tongass and Skagway.”
(AG 1898: 43)

How the Board responded to the events of
1B97-08 15 crucial. Dne historian sugpeststhat
the board was then lax in leadership, that a
"hardening of the arteries had set in this once
vigorous and aggressive organization.” (Hel-
land 1972; 191) Perhaps the judgment needs
qualification. For years, the board had re-
quested funds for the Mary Island Light Sta-

The lighthouse tender Fern
prepares 1o launch a buoy.,

Lighthouses And other aids to navigation in Alaska History
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Repalrmen sarnvice a light.

tion and an Alaska lighthouse ten-
der,
In its annoal report of 1889, the
board noted the numercus requests
for lights in Alaska and urged that
Alnska be made into a separate light-
house district. Most impertant, the
board requested S300,000 for light
stationsin Alaskn, namingeight sites
in Southeast Alnska and three in
Western Alaskn, (AR 1889: 41; Hol-
lund 19711 191} Sueh an unprece-
dented request would hardly come
fram o federal agency suffering from
lax lendership. That light stations
wre, in fact, loter established at the
rocommendod pites testifios to the
hoard’s familinrity with Alaska's
commercial needs and constal peog-
raphy.

On June 6, 1900, Congress ap-
propriated $ 100,000 for light stations
in Alaska, (The Sitka Alaskan Janu-
ary 18. 1901: 1; AR 1905 173) With

o e e S T G W LR this boon, the Lighthouse Board im-

, ey - s a T o - 1 L ! mediately dispatehed the Thirteenth

| b ,a*".;i.,i'-- Tie Lighthouse District inspu-ct; I;d

Y P R i O engrineer W survey the sitesin Alaska,

! = \" ey P - Om their return, they confirmed pre-

vious recommendations and provided five additional sites where light stations should be established. In

particular, they urged prompt construction of lighthouses in SoutheastAlaska at Five Finger Islands and
Sentinel Island, both located at strategic points in the Inside Passage.

The board concurred and ardered the preparation of detsiled plans and specifications, With the
remaining § 100,000 appropriated in 1900, construction of the two light stations began inJuly 1901. Both
stations, the first in Alaska, were lighted on March 1, 1802, (AR 1900: 27-28; AR 1901: 38; U.5. Senate
1801 1-3)

As the effects of the Klondike Gold Rush and other gold rushes reverborated throughout Alaska,
Congress proved sufficiently amenahle to the baard's requests, appropriating more than $500, 000 during
the vears 1901 to 1903 for lighthouse construction, (AR 1902: 241; AR 1905: 173; AR October 15, 1903;
12) By the end of 1903, when the Lighthouse Board was transferred from the Treasury Department to
the Department of Commerce and Labaor, five light stations were in operation in Alaska. One year later,

16 Lighthouses And other aids to navigation in Alaska History
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A can buoy is holsted aboard the lighthouse tender Cedar.

the number had more than doubled, although most constructed in 1904 were classified as minor (bens-
lantern) light stations, All, except for Cape Sarichef and Seoteh Cap Light Stations, were located in
Southonst Aloskn,

This surge in hghthouse construction was made at the expense of other aids, OF the 15 lighted ads
in 1805, 11 wore lighthouses. Ingignifieant inereases were rocorded for buoys and daymarks during the
years 1900 Lo 1905 (AR 1505 12} As much of the stenmer routes were beset by fog and winter darkness,
naot to mention the many uncharted resfs and rocks, Alaska's 15 lights could hardly ensure marine safety,
Aware of the special attention required for Alaska, the board vigorously pressed for n special lighthouse
district in Alnska as well as for approprintions under "Salaries of light keepars,” which would allow the
board Lo contract keepers for post lights, Part of Alaskn’s needs eould have been met by a lighthouse
tender assigned to Alpska. Maintenance of post lights and buoys, delivering mail and supplies to
lighthouse keepers, ete,, required o special tender

Such incidents as, in December 1905, when the steamer Portland was wrecked while trying to sight
the drifting Spire Island buaoy, could ba avaided, Bills that would provide a separate lighthouse district
ond o tender for Alaska were pericdically intreduced in Congress, but routinely lost in commitiees. (11,5,
Senate 1904; 7-8; Sewnrd Weekly Gatewnay December 30, 1905: 1)

In the meantime, the Lighthouse Board wos continually barraged by Alnskanas for ndditional lightad
mids, Asbefore, maritime interests in Southeast Alaska made considerable demands, Yet, by 1903, these
demands shared importance with thoze for buoys and daybeacons on dangerous rocks and roofs such as
Rosa Recf, Key Reef, Hog Rock, Cutter Rock, many which were nonmed after wrecked ships, (U5, Sennte
1904; 2-4) On the other hand, new demands for navipational aids emerped from other parts of Alaska

In Western Alnska, where :n:rrn.rl.in|;' numbers of steamers were pi:,-ing thix E-q_-rjnt_; Sea to reach

Lighthouses And ather aids to navigation in Alaska History 17
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interior mining operations, steamship companies requested more lighthouses in addition to minor aids.

While the board agreed that it was necassary to place lights alang the Yukon River and its mouth,
it tended to depreciate the need for lighthouses on the Bering Sea coast, except possibly at Neme and
Nunivak Island. (U.5. Senate 1904: 6-7)

In Southeentral Alaska, where railroad construction was proceeding, mariners, railway officials,
and others requested lighthouses at Resurrection Bay, Cape Spencer, and Cape Decision. The Board
tentatively concurred with these requests, forecasting that the completed Alaska Central Railway at
Seward would increase marine traffic westward from Junesu through Cross Sound, (U5, Senate 1904:
2, 4; AR 1905 12, 18)

Mevertheless, it is clear that the board could not fulfill all of these requests. Congress could or would
nok l:nn:nrid_n;- the NEcEEEATY fonds. As a result, the board was accused by Alnskans of providing poor
sarvices. Alaskans asserted that the board could not match the accomplishments of the Canadian
service, that it built unnecessarily expensive liphthouwsos.

Defending itself, the board eonceded that the United States had not matched the Canadian service
in the past, but pointed to its recent achievements. There was o substantial inerease in the number of
Alaska lighthouses over the six Canadinan lighthouses, which, moreover, were not equipped with modern
fog signals. The difference was even wider in respect to buoys and daymarks. While it was true that
Alaskan lighthouses cost more than these in Canada, such was to be expected for quality service. All
Alnskn lighthouses, except that at Guard Islands, sauth of Ketchikan, provided quarters for two or more

Construction of Cape S1. Elias Light Stalion began In 19135,

18 Lighthouses And other aids to navigation in Alaska History
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Rugged Island Light 21 the entrance to Ressureciion Bay. An gld iz silll on the she.

koopers with families. Canadian hghthouses only provided accommodations fer one keeper without
fomily, (L15, Sennte 18404 1)

Yel, there wos truth in the criticism, Lighthouse construction and muintennnce was prohibatively
expensive, In 1905, for example, the board complained that the transportation of fuel for a first-class
Alaskan light station from where it was purchased to the light station cost more than the fuel itsell. (AR
1906 8} The board consequently relased its efMerts for lighthouses in faver of buoys, post lights amnd
lanterms. This work was preatly fucilitated by the nddition of tesder Armeria to the Thireenith Distncl,
which was r||1nUJ|1|_'|.' h|mr¢.r.| for service in Alaska.  The |JI-I.IIIH.I| dich mot nore the need for Alaska
lighthouses, By 18905, hewever, Congress was moere parbicular in releasing maney Tor lighthouse
construction. In 1906, when Congress authorizod construction of o lighthouse ot Cape Hinchinbrook,
sufficient funds were not pyvailable uotil 1910, Alaska Ceniral Railway oficials, Gov. Brady, and others
conbinued e urge for a lighthouse at the entrance 1o Resurrection Bay. The board ngreed and agplied
for funds every year until 1931, but Congrass never aullosiesd the project. (Seward Weskly Gatewny
December 16, 1205. 1; Seward Weekly Goatewny Augrust 3, 1907; 1; Seward Weekly Gobewny May 25,
1907; b, AL 19046 1406; AL 1909, 30; AR 1332; 27)

The Lightheuse Bogrd's concentration on minor aids in Alaske was nob without its benelicial effects,
Improved concrete beacons and bupys with sulimarine sigonal bells were inereasingly utilized throuphowut
Alnska, particularly in the Southeast, Concerete Uehbed beacons were placed in Prince William Souwind
oo Resurmection Day for the first time 0 1580

Moany ol Uhe imogserion L points in Western Alnsko: Point BopmoanofT, Connl Foint, Cn uqzﬂlup}l.ru:l.:.. Foinl
Spencer, and the most northern, Cape BEspenbene, were marked by 1909 with post lanterns, (LL 15809,
4748, LL 1908 4445, AR 1907 166 Several important evvers, foeludiog Beluga River and the Apoon
Muouth, were marked for Uhe fest Gime in 1909 (AR 19100510 Following o Mield expedition te the Yukon
Fiver in 1904, the Lighthouse Bareso aonunlly reguested funds for lightinge poinls on the Yokon Biver
and its tributaries. (AR 1910 T4-75, Appenidix 3)

Lighthouses And other aids to navigation in Alasks History 149
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A bullding at Scoich Cap Light
Sation is razed in the laie 19308 10
rrake room for a new llghthouss
Structureg,

By expanding its field of oporations to include all of Aloska, the board waos forced to nogloct someo aroas
i e hirg-u numbsers ol aids were needed. A cose in point is Prince Willinm Sound, whore muaring trafTic
wens inereasing due to a ratlraad praject near Seward and Cordova, gold and copper mining, fishing, and
cil exploration, Thon, oxperiencing o boom as a result of these activities, reaidents of Cardova frequently
sccused the Board of negligence, stating that the "Cansdian gevernment hasbeen far ahead in protecting
the safety of shipping.” (CDA January 18, 1909; 3)

When the bonrd announced that it woold not place additionnl post lights in Alaska and elsewhere
until experiments in the Third Lightheuwse Distriet with new lighted booys were complated, it raised o
furor srmeng many Alaskans, whe, ignoring the fact that lighted buoys were considernbly less expensive
than lights reguiring keepers, regarded the announcement as another example of federal reluctance to
develop Alaskn

Gov. Walter E. Clark of Alnskn went to Washington, T30, to arpue for special consideration of
Alaska. Shortly thereafter, the board declored thot Alnskn was to be mode an execption. Many Alnskans,
af course, credited Gov. Clark for the change in policy. (CDA March 4, 1910: 2; CDA March 30, 1910; 1;
CDA May 7, 1910; 3; CDA May 12, 15910 1)

Bpvernl factors, howover, wors involved in the change. Mo doubt, Clarck’s wisit was impartant. More
significantly, the impending sbolition of the Lighthouse Board, roplneed by a Bureaw of Liphthouses
within the Department of Commerce by Act of Congress on June 17, 19040, probably precluded any major
policy changes in the immediate Nuture. National attention foconed on the renrganization, apparently
in the hope that the new bureau would receive more funds From Congress and imitinte new policy
dirpetives, Howevor, In Alasko's case, the hope was apparently unfounded. Endorsing previeus
recommandntions for leht stations al Cape Spencer, Cape 8t Elins, und Resurrection Boy Entrance, the
buiremn still faced the same reluctance in Congress o approprinbe money,

Whan Congraas provided an insignificant nmount for aids to navigation in Alnska, one Woashingion
roportor chorged, “"One of the chiof dutios of the rearpanized lphthouse eatablishment ia o explain te
inquiring friends that the lighthouse bill paesed by tho recent congress did not mean anyvthing at oll 8o
far as money was concerned . {CDA August 13, 1910 8)0CDA Augnest 1, 1910; 1, CDA Seplamber G, 1910;
1 AR 15010 Th)

Partly bocause of such eriticism, Clark’s wisit, and most important, the ndministrative rearganiza
tion, the Lightheuse Bureau soon developed its own polley puidelines. After Beeretary of Commerce
Charles Magel nnd Attorney General George W, Wickersham made an extensive tour of Alaska in 1510,
noting the problems and needs voiced by Alaskans, Nagel oMicially declared that it was the goal of the
Lighthouse Burena to obinin “inerensed nids o navigation, an extansion of the Hphthounse service, land)
the creation of n new lighthouse distriet for Alnska.”

It was the latter recommendntion which received the greator emphasis, "Alaska s too far away From
Seattle to be dependent upon this district for what she needs in e way of supplies or sguipmaent in this
{lighthouae) service. Thers should he a supply stntion and supply vessel in Alpskn waters in order that
this department may take due requesta for immedinte needs, such ns the marking of the ehannel af the
Kuskokwim River that was urged last summor by shipping men in arder thot vossols might ot safely
into that river with supplies for the Iditarod, | rvomembar that aven as this requast wans made iL was
necassary bo send a few buoys from Seatlle on the stenmship Lindsay, the first big ship te go inte the
Kuskakwim." (DA September 16 1970 1)
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Luw Foinl Light
lalya Inlet, Lynn Candgl
Octobhor B 1915

Liathidlusus e Acmd oihier afite 1o nas i o e Adaska Blhisiary
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Dowoy Rocks LIGHt IS
located at the sauth-
e tip of Prince ol
Walos Istand al tha
south end ol Cordova
Bay, Junes 19, 1916,

At ite next session,
Conpress was thus con
Trantod |||_l|l i w Fular Tai -
tery of requests from the
Pepartment of Com-
merce relating Lo navis
pational nids in Alaska
O courae, thoe domands
for more light stations
nnd other nids, as well
ngan Alpska liphthouss
distriet. wera not Tk -
I'I-Il Ih‘l"l'l"l wWis I'IIIIIIIT-
tant, however, was Ul
thodomaonds wore mods
by nevw povarnmenial
agency wanbing Lo
achieve o reputation for
affectiveness, (DA [e-
cEmilser F'. 1930; 1)

Clogely following
Mogel's tour of Alaskn,
.|lljli his :I-.l.:h'l-i'-lpu-l'llr M=
tiong In Washington,
many Alaskans joined
his cnmpaign boachisve
specinl consicera tion for
Alaska. Already a po-
latical 1smue 1n Southeentral Alnska, demands for nnvaEaliannl aids were fally worranted, considering
that four lerge stenmers wers wreched within the past year. {CDA Januaecy 10, 1511 1)

In Aupuast 15909, the steamor Ohio struck o reef and sank oflf Steep Peint, near HKetchikun, with
consderable lops af lifo. (CDA Aupust 27, 1909 1 Aupuest 28, 1908; 1)

In 1800, thres lnrge ships werewreched. Lthe steamer Marthwasborn ram ageound on Sanduan [sland;
the steamer Portland was wrecked ot thoe mooath of Katalln River; and the steamer Olympia strack an
uncharted roef off Bligh Island. (CDA Decomber 12, 1910: 1; Novomber 12, 1910: 1; Docomber 2, 1810:

1) Alaska Gov, Clark was quick to ohaerve that “the recent wrechs ol Uhres steamars in tho Alnskn trode
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Frids earinn p Alsg o Loy

The 5.5. Princess May grounds near Sentinel Island Light on April 5, 1910. Thare were no repons
ol injuries; the vessel was laler refloated.,

points ta the necessity of prov iding further lights in order that human lives and property may be guarded

“There is alsa the important conzsideration that abundant aids Lo navigution will have the logical
result of reducing freight rates and, consequently, the cost of supplies.” (CDA Deesmber 28, 1910: 1)
Some Alaskans, however, condemned the federal povernment of general negligence. One roportor want
sa far astoclaim, "With the exception of Siboria, Alaska hasboen the most neglected eountry in the world,
und it is high time that we weore deing samething for her people. Tt is me for the povermment o take
notice of the fact that Alaska commores is being hampered by the lack of these navigations which the
importance of the Alaskoan trades requires should be provided. The const of Alaska is strown with wretks
of American vessels, invelving the loss of vast sums of money and many valuable lives * (CDA December
B, 1510 1)

In 1910, when Congress created the Sixtecnth Lighthouse District for Alaskn, the Act received scant
pitention in nowspapers in Southesntral Alaska. The establishmoent of the new district meant an
gapanded role of the burean In Alaskn. Much to the chaprin of saome groups in Seatile, it alse meant the
location of & larpe supply depot in Ketchikan, (CDA October T, 1910: 3) The import of the Act,
however,was apparently nat understood by Alaskans, angered ns they were by recent shipwrocks and
Congresa’ meager approprintion of $60,000 cr nids to navigation in Alaska, The Cordova newspaper was
espucinlly critieal.

"The Lighthouse service expended $5,000,000 for the fiscal vear ending June 30, 1910, of which
$1,339,000 went for the construction of additional aids. OF this latter sum, Alaska received o paltry
$60, (KD, l=ss than 5 percentol the total appropriation, Thisridiealea sly amall sum was supposed Lo cover
the wonts of 3,000 miles of coastline, wsml annuully by 1,000 ships, with corpoes valusd at $31,000, (00
and transporting 50,000 passengers to and from Alnska,

“The marine disasters in Alaska are out of all propartion to the velume of shipping emploved. In the
last 10 yeurs thero havo baen 46 totsl lesses, Forthe calendar year 1910, there were seven total losses,
valued at $625000; three necidents in which the ships wore valued 8t 6 cost of § 140,000, besides
casualties of u miner nature

Thia neplect would not be Loleraiod in uny private coneorn and were any r'm;pl‘n_'r'pr to subiject his em-
ployees lothe samorelativerisks s are entailed by rensan or lack of npvigntional aids in Alagka, he would
be denounced by the community for eriminn] nopligenca.”

That this attitude wos not limited to Alnskn is apparent in an article pppearing in Rallway and
Marine News, s Washington state publication. Dermonstroting that at least 79 vessels wore lost in Alaska
during the yvears 1878 to 1911, the News claimed that underwriters had paid oat 57 million for total
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Cape 51 Ellas gas and
whisting Buoy IS low-
grad into Crca inlel from
tha lighthouss tendar
Codar on July 19, 1818.

loemmes, mrd nearly ms kel Tar wreeked anod snlvagred vesgols

A sl shap disasters gmd foss ol hives wwere the re vl ol Ik irigt el o navigation, the News cun-
cluded, “Surely, of the Cuonmdien government can allord 1o supply L aeds o novigation aleng a wiraLch
af watoar mot more thean B0 miiles, thee 17 S jroveranineanl, with such mm ermgree s Alpskhon, cnn niford to ba
ms hberal.” (A Occobee 16, 1RLL: 3}

As o federnl nepency. Lhe Lizhibhaiae HUfoms wWiis nol ammung Lo pruskabu® asprirneni This Tacior, in
ailidlitinm Lo the Larbithouse Serviee s rearpnmizetion in L9 L0 aeeaunts partly for the significenl inee e se

TR
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(4T Lo BS) in the number of lighted nids bet ween 1510 and 1912, Alsa, teehneologicnl advances affset the
nck of large Congressional apprapriations. Refare 1508, lights burned kerosene and required fraquent
muintenanae; lnter peely lonw was emploved, which burned canbinun! Iy and without nttention ferat least
six months Mareover, each acetylens hight only cost about &1 A A Fenr 10 maintain

The intensity of these liphis ranged from 160 (e 520 candle pawer, the latter heing the same as fourth-
order lights at many Alnskn stations, nnmely Mary lland, Linceln Reck, Five Finger lalands, Sentinel
Island, and Eldred Rock Light Stations. (DA April 23, 19120 3)

Considering the expense invalved in building and muntaining lighthouses, ne wonder that the
Lighthouse Bureau favored nnner Lighted aids and pressed for thoir sstablishment jn Aluskn. Alaska
Gov, Clark himeelf, leng a eritac of Federal aclivities in Alagdia, certainly endorsed this poliey.

Al sotne projeets must wart, b wanld betzer be Targe light prajects, for preat progreas has besn made
i Lhe installation of the smallee hpghts [ which nre sl gs good wnd even better for certain locatians ) in
the last twa years.” (CDA Decombar 28, 1911 1) Thas, he urged Lengress Lo approprinte funds only for
Cape St Elias Laght Station, which one steamship eaptain eomipared as being "by all odds the most
wnperiant aid to navigation yet recarimen ded for Alaska " (C DA Januas Py 0 1970 B rather than a carte
tlanchie forall recommended light statione. (CDA Decomnber 29, 1911 1vAnd, in fact, Congress a pproved
consbrieclion of Cape St Elias Lighthl:rl.li-l'. m 1801, bl Gailed 1o nppropriate the necessary Tunds ankil
1313, (COT Decembser 30, 1915 3. CDA Seplember 25 191%; 4]

By 1912, many Alushans realized the tremendais advantages of the new asetylene lights and
appealed for their estahlishment in Alasks, On April 3, 1912, for pxample, delegates Lo » non-partiean
tenvention at Cordova resalved, “We demand that wilditional lights pnd beacons be installed alomyg the
comal of Alusko” (CDA April 2, 1912: 1), One editer in Cordova prebably summarized the attitudes of
many Alaskans under the heading “Let There Be Lyght

We are mformed, upen goed authority, that the (otal length of
coasthne in the Alaskan possession, i3 squnl to that af the Atlantic and
Pacific combined helonging Lo e Unied States propoer, I8 this be true,
what a reflection upoan the lawmakers of the count rv for failing Lo provide
proger lighthouses along its rack starm bound coust, when the lowmak
ern should know passenper steamers and sailing vessels carrying many
passengers ply il waters.

“Foryears, Congress bhas boen noglesting nids tonnvigation motwilh-
!.LllT'll‘l'iTlﬂ that the urgent need for Lhem bas time and agEnin been called
toiteattention. Gov Olark has been fghting far lighthouses for the past
Ewo winters. and his pridacessn-< were aflsr {he same thing, but the
mieinlnrs of Congress wha appear 1o he purposely remiss in anything
affecting Alaska, would grant the petitioners an interview, perhaps a
smile, then dismiss them frpm their prosenes, and their wants from their
minds, in such A manner (L s now Lurnirg oul to be eriminal TIEEIF."EL

“There is Lo be alighthonse mstalled at Caps SU Elias, but there arn
vther peints where more light should be senl as beacons acress the
waves, aid we trust Congress will net wait ontil s number of lives have
Betn sacrificed, but gel busy. We contend that the [ife of an Alaskan is
Justas valuable to the country as that of a multimillianaire, i fact more
s, for they develap the counitry und sxploit its resourcas, although we
eannot afford to loge mither, for a Bife is s Dife, ond no enuntry can well
afford to lose a good citizan by unbimely deaths ™ (CDA July 13, 1912:3)
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Horth Ledge Beacon In
Wrangell MHarrows 12 miles
soulh of Pelersourg

April 27, 1918,

However fervent wore demands for
ards Lo naveggation, partoioularly lights,
it st nol b forpotten that they largely
riflected the palitcal situatan e
Alwgka,  Marny demonds were mnde
upon Washingtlon in the early 1910s,
ol most were considered more i por-
tant than navigational auds. [ eanrse,
the ery for territenal povernment was
probably the most sulstarading, Whae
FPressgent Howard Tafl endorsed the
Second Urganic Acton Aupust 24, 10912,
many Alnskans incarrectly assumed
thit a lurge part of Alaska's problems
would scon be solved  To soie extent,
the attibude was Jn*.l.lf'ln:l

The terriborial lemslatiare s enacted
Minrny lowws afl benet 'I:In l'h-' n1h| T
hand, federal government apencics had
s mere espanded, diversified mle in e
aflwirs of Alaska_ while ather pgencies
w';"rl"':'l-"i-:l-t{"’d Lo |!|ljl_| WSS MEW TR -
sibilities in Alaska. Sueh was the ense
with the Alaska Enginesreing Comenission oo 1914, when Congress provided for the consiruction wd
GpeTaiinn of n tedern -|:|, owned railroad 0 Alaskia

(inee 1t hecame clear that Alaska would have o federal radeond, demands for ads Lo navigation
inerppsed sgnifeantly, The United States Department 6f Commeree made the loudest ery. On February
12, 1914, Seeretury of Commeres William O, Kedfield took the secazion of the Second Annual Meeting
Gf thie Chamber of Commerce of the Unobe] States of Asnaericn e semoanee s approvial of the Alaskas
ratlrond propect, but st ressec], thab its valive wouled never e repliced unlil Alaskan waters were as safe
te shipping as in Bratish Columban.

The sonastruetion of the railroad, o penng of the con b fields, sond conseguent rowean Alpskan comemeres,
made it imperative that additional sids te navication be placed on Alaskan coasts. More lighthouses
showld be eon st rocted; o wire-drag sarvey of Uie wieles s sboala Be nade, soed Lighbowse (enders eguippesd
with wireleas cammumnieation sy alems shari bl ks stationed in Alaska {herwise, |:|,-.n_'..' liamees jri lives
and ships would continue to hamper the full development of Alazkan enmmeree (CTIA Febe 13, 193140 1)}
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Ine Hghihowsd tendor Armearcin ns aground all Gapae Hine binbrook on Kimy 20, 1812 The Arme
arim, ime firsi vesasl permanently assigned o ihe new aleskan Digiric), was engaged In lardi g
coal and suppies lor the mew lighl station when i siruck an snchaded rock and Bocame a 1oisl
loss The nveried national englgn on ke vosael's gierm signaied thol 1he veasel was in danger.

Shartly slter Fops arlolvess o W lioagresy, oSl @nitarkand am o tevr wf Lo Paeie et Wl mlem;
drmimaimiliby e geemit bl pralilic opinien Ter Ceneression ] ntlsntion SnEnling belfoes San Feansaeo's
Chambar of Commeres ol Ay S0, 15000 Bodtbe bl eseanbinlly reponted s Februnry 12 speech, thinugeh
il dllivgr Lhml the degartment hiad feguesied deure mlilibzumal vresely fu miirves fhe comsh ol A&l aska 1ETTEA
wiarel S, 1R 107Dk dhiee A% prmimartovee i Fe 7 Ll o 55w Frmimasen, e |||:-u'li | Naar ||:ll;|:1r1|:||.l||.l: ¥ il
priseiigt Do beivalil ro be donals gan A lpw ki, bt bwfore those ronds nre rendy for ese wo mibond 1o neaka 11 anlie go

s tha rmileancke " PCEAC Maeeh Sa 1R 10OWH e e SeatEle, Redlield onnoaneed that b e pratied
: A Creem Cranipriias for thiree e emsl ey v ne | il L largesl Ligght hsuse Lerelee i pEeseri
sl serwviee,. &l 1o b st sbinived i Alasb R R P = R ]

M by, RaedTielad somwrely believed Chas Che Alusben radlroad woulld “mean o greas eea of praspoes
iy Mot Lhe I--rrin-a-r_'. mrl e SNarthywieag Lhat et eneguiemitiy 1he responsibalitios of the Ciammsred
egrarimumt i Ablnehi would gresw (OB g ] 10, TR 1) Mawesar, ot is also apparent Uhal Meifiebil
wai s plaged il an urcormbortalbsle paessl iom ke caoee of (et 5 s ks |--_.||||_-|.'|||r||_|||-| L Tl pensssis mee ki bsites
Py 1BEN. khie sismrires D3 eabe sl Caalilarinia wiaw tatally ‘wresked on wn onehorted ool i Ciambaer Hay
Therky-nme livos ware Inee aned ohe sepog, (0eell, capl S3EL G, (7 IBA Getehare 1, L9LRD 3 Shortly
thirealtor, Lo steamer Curacno was wrecked s AWarne Uhook Drndet, g dssstir sl inp B2, 000 (0T
Crocdibws 1. PERTS 0 The andy Lighl listss Genelee e Alasha, Aiivievim weoms ifast T wiegichied do Maw 1912 i
il il tead peel 0f |:'|||_|||.. Fhisvehdei ek . i was eedliced by tender Ul e sobbsbe kil iafifnmtly
tiepieled i either diciriots COERA Nlosry 2, 1HESD L0 G0N September S5 W12 40

Forviow loidgpt of thane anrd ather me e disaste v s Tralily |el® KedPield LiEele Ehevies Bt b rasar fo
prodhie apeninn s aoweapeen Todise agaimst angeess rioeess oo, Bed DRl g sl dersst Wins
wlsn nt skakee l"'.ll_'..'l-llll.'.Ji-\.:-l'hlr'l_ el i B w i | o] Niisa 1.-.-||-\.|..-.|-.".'.;. d sryivlerawriters eosls, mevel BEL B sy
capti it eall b Ehe BN mudlinm Alueks il rogd grasloet . wea il o st wivprebrmam on the Depariment ab
Camineryy  Canspdering the nationm] @it eodmom wehnde the Alasha vaslvansd prwject reéceiviel, Cameress
wii Ll b e eil Pia meeh mi i@ rikmt s Finy m iy ol qie d b [ELLEV AN Bl ogsnmen wirirarben | lyial el ad 0] ioful Lavink, { Tt
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Tha fighthouse tender Hemlock

arni B Lies by atteilnatimgg e s it the mieammer Hinto uf i liloroon tor U argrrens gegaralliness [ R
fvpre] LU T EAD L)

s wander that im hin Cslrang apgeal to Cooaggiess” Hedleld dreelared that 11 woas mockery L
underiabhe fhe Tallding ol a radennd whilic aedei s b Ul railt il ewen an sls prelvminomy alages, 1.
rundarod dangerous Lo 1ie bt e Ta ok of propet shfogoaeds sehaeh we Ridew walsl arnd which we lnch
EFie dinEaeea Liy o mlvemd mnd supply thew aleferts ~ OCTEA e B3, 18141 1 Tsoowa ridar bl o Wissliimgrtan
pepEai e was led Lo pemark, Never bt i His s kb iim L o Mieee mmile: bhe neceasity o Adnekn’s s i
this partteular o moetter o such presenal mitercel o bk Sarorilary HedDeld * W0 Apal B4 181440 Na
wonder Uit Cammissjoner of Tighi oses KU Pistsinm wap hspatehind unoa Lo wlAdnsha wnlers
lurmpe Uhe summer of I8 §%. the yvisgr Lhu o ini | e n Tiret prelered e presielirnit Ve fdrvay ratibrasmel fasiiles
i Alakon (LTDA September S, 1012 1) Far, in rool b, BedGehils peraonal intereats wies Very much
gk etaks. The soceess pf e Felerp b ra brand progeeloasms Corkl prgrwn b i Compte ess” wit | lingmess te suppark

] Lisghibuwrases Ao pither alds b Bavigatian m Adak b Hilstury
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The 200-foot lighthousse tender Cedar In drydock In Octobar 1919,

Capt. John 'W. Leadbetter skippered the Cedar
starting in 1917, when the ship was completed.

the praject and all federnl agencies cons
e el Lo 0L i HERY WL

Congidered to boe “among the tree and
influentinl friends of the northland”, (CDA
April 14, 1914: 4), Hedfield asbtained the

AT el g of m number ol inLeresl (L] LT Thas
Seattle Chamber of Commerce forwardod n
"strong Focommendation” to the Washing

ton f!f‘:“":f:l‘l.l.lﬂll i Laongress o endorses
Hediield’s appeals. (OTA April 14, 1914: 4}
Five leading steamship companies of Pugot
Sound memorialized Conpreas for FESUryeys
of Southeastern Alaska {CDA Aprl 22, 1914
3 Alnskn (rov. John A 51 [ ELIT™ also lll;,-ldi_l FT
lucid argument for navigntional aids. (AG
1814: 20-21)F And, of courde, the Burcou of
Lighthouses conducted an extensive lobby-
ing campaign in Congress, (DA June &,
1504 1)

The campaipn was effective, although
nest b the degres that Hedfeald washed. Funds
Wi ]Il:ll!lt'lll:llillh'l.! Tiar |'-u-||l1|r|.|.|.-li|,:|| ol I]ll_l
Cape St Eling Light Station, and for wirs-
drapmngE operations, which bepan in July
1914 by tug Chehalis, (CLA June 23, 1914
L; afuly 1, 1814: 1) Continuing the loblying
I.'Illl:||:|:-|i]:rl wilh the nfd of Alaska l.]"."'.'Hi'l'"
Jdnmos Wickershoam, Gov. Strong, President
Weoeodrow Wilson and othors, Redfield sue-
coeded in convineing Congress of Alaska's
urgent nesd for nn effective system of nids Lo
navigation. (CDA July 10, 1914: 1; Octobar
29, 1814: 1; CDT December 31, 1814: 1}

Lighthouses And other alds to navigation in Alaska Histary
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Lighthouse tender Columibine

During the yenrs 1918 Lo 1923, while the Alaska Railroad was constructed, Congress poured funds
in Alnska as never before, a great deal geing to the Buresu of Liphthauses. In 1916, the new lighthouse
tonder Rose, built in Seattle, was stationed in Alnskn. It was soon joined by tender Cedar, especially
designed for Alasks service and the largest (1,970 tons displogement) in government service. (CDT
Augast 8, 1916: 1; Deane 1938: 21) (Ten der Roze was later replaced by Fern, which was ibsell replaced
in 1935 by the larger Hemlock, See AG 1033: 21; AG 1936: 27.) In 1917, gns buoys woere first utilized in
Alaska, thoreby warning mariners of former unmarked rocks, reofs, and the like. InJuly 1918, Congress
appropristed $90,000 for the construction of a lighthouse depot for Alaska service at district headyuar-
tars, Ketehikan,

The depot project was completed in 1920, (AG 1919 66, AG 1920 41) The Yukon River and its
tributaries were marked by post-lantern lights not long after Cangreas’ nuthorization of the project in
June 1920, (AC 1920: 400 Annual recommendations made by the Lighthouse Service and other
prganizalions, such as the Alaska Advisory Committes, appointed by the Becretory of the Intorior,
eventunlly lod to Congross’ approval of the eonstruction of Cape Spencer Light Station, murking the
entrance to Cross Sound. In the meantime, the Lighthouse Service was appropriated funds for on
Alaska-wide project improving many existing light stations with mere powerful fog-signals nnd lights
AL 19500 J0CE-04: AT 1523 Rl

By 1023, much of Alaska's eonst was dotted with an offoctive eystem of navigational aids. In
compuring the statistics of 1912 with those of 1923, significant progress is evidenced:

1812 18
Lights Bl 212
Fog Signals 10 14
Buays 272 (includos 14 gas buoys)
Draymariks an 1n
Total i ]
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The achievements of the Lighthouse Service were not lost on Alaskans. Commenting on the fact that
no shipwrecks were reported in 1916, a newspaper editor wrate, “This is largely due to better aids to
novigation and in this conniection it is a pleasare to warmly conpratulate the Alaska workers of the
United States coast and geodetic survey, who have so consistently earried on the wark of wire-dragging
the watars, while the Ii[:hrJ'muw r|'|'||ﬂ||:.1~|~h hnve been energetic in payving close attention to existing
lights and recommending others,” (COT January 23, 1917: 2) Such compliments were probably paid to
the Lighthouse Bureau frequently in later years.

Nevertheless, the task of establishing sn effective system of aids to navigelion was far from
completed. Again, technological advances came Lo the aid ol the Bureaw, During the 1930, radio beacon
facilities were installed in many of the light stations and located at points on the Alaska const, such as
Seapelone Point and 3t Paul Island, ready, ot anytime, to notify a moariner of his position, [(AG 1831
80, AG 1937: 31),

By 1936, all radio beacons in southeastern Alaska were improved to eonform to standard systems
throughout the United States and Canada by international agreement, Other Alaska light stations were
subsequently converted to the new system. (AG 1936: 29) During the same period, many new antomatic
!jﬂhLﬁ,LlRingﬂ r_-,']'ml‘.l‘.r—rir.-u, which ru'-:||.|.'i1'|=d i.'ifrl-|||||'-r|l: mamiEnance, were Fﬂnl;ud th r-e;lu:_rhnjui, Almskn, |..|“|G
1934: 27) Many light stations of frame construction were replaced with medernistic, reinforced concrete
structures during the 1930s, improved at the same Gme with Uhe more reliable electric lighis, (AG 1928,
635) In 1832, Cape Decision Light Stalion was placed in eperation, marking the southern enbrance Lo
Chatham Strait for deep-sen vessels, Beciuse of the increasing work, the 72-foot diesel tender Alder
joined Cedar and Hemlock in April 1938, (AG 193%: 37) Mot long thereafter, on July 1, 1939, the Light-
house Service was amalgamated with the Const Guord, (AG 1940: 37) The existence of the Bureau of
Lighthouzes eame to an end.

The ahalition of the Bureau of Lighthooses
marked a turning point in the history of aids to
navigation, not only in Alaska, but throughout
the nation. It was, in fact, only one aspect of the
federal povernment’s rush to prepare for o war
that was almost sure to enpupe the American
people.

When the war did come, tremendous pres-
surés were placed on the Coast Guard o ensure
the .*mt'nt:,‘ ol AmMericun nmlu.i.-u-,- l:ra1.r:-,.|'_u:| ris Lo
Alaskn, Sewveral hight stations, such as those on
Smith Island and Spruce Cape, were hastily es-
tablished; many minor aids were established; and
existing facilities were renovated and improved
(AG 1841: 43; USCSE November 5, 19742 p.e.)

Without question, the Second World War and
the ensuing Cald War stimulated the evolution of

Anchor Point Light, 12 miles south of
Pelersburg, August 2, 1915. There is
no longer a light on this site.
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Buoys line the dock al the leased Lighthouse Service depot buliding in Ketchikan, December 1916,

Alnskn's system of aids to navigntion to n point of effectivity unknown anywhers elee in the world

Yet, much of the work of the Const Ouard in Alaska waoa nlready aceomplished by the Lighthouse
Hoard and Burenu of Lighthousoes. True, the bonrd wos virtanlly unrepresenbed inAln nkao from 1867 to
t'hl_.. '.'El-'l_'!' 1D, Howaver. :uﬁﬂirlnr“]ﬂ Alnskn's inﬁign“'ﬁ;.“n A ET AR harfoare £ha= H'I-.‘-'ll.:la-, l.h-ﬂ'l": WIS MO
real need for nids to navigation. When the need did arize, shortly after the founding of Junesu and
Douglas, the board made sineere, but fruitless efforts to establish the nids. Alaska's position in tho Thir-
teonth Lighthouse District and wenthor conditions, combined with Cnpressionnl choriness and erudoe
technolopy, were important factors sbatructing tho development of spfe marine traffic.

Nevertheless, the mere (act that board officiols were operating in Alaska during the years 1884 to
1800, provod to be of inestimable value, simply hecnuse they acquired first-hand information about
Alnskn's environmaont and reguiremonts

Thus, in 190, when Congress finally heeded tho eall for aids to navigation, the buard knew exactly
where and what kind of aids nesded to be established in Alaskn. From 1802 to 1908, 12 light stations
winps commilssionod in Adlneka, 10 of which were located in Sauthenst Alaskn, In n sense, these light
stntions were products of the Klondike Geld Rush; in fact, fosr were locnted batween Junmeou and
Skupway, then hooming as a major supply and departure point to interior pold felids. The most
signifieant fonture of these light stations was not so muach the event which gove rige to them, but the fuct
that all, but twao, cantinued their original funetion winli]l the lnto 10608 and fIlTI_"l' 159705, Dbvioasly, ihe
board was responsible for the framework of Alaska's systom of nids Lo navigntion which lnated almost
to this day

If the board definod the outline of the systom, the Burean of Lighthouses refined and expanded the
syatern Lo maximeom cfficienoy. Unliko tho board, which porpiilis] Lis enneenbrate on iinhlhﬁu!ﬂ? conatrac
thon, the burenn stresaed the neod for minor aida, particularly lights. Its success wis the result of many
factors. Advances in lechnolagy produced such devices as aeatyleone lights and gas buoys; and later, rudio
beacons and oleetrie lghts, all of which could be placed nnd maintained at a nominal cost.

Wiredragring operations ploced formerly unknown submerged recks and recls on navigntionnl
charis, The crention of a separate highthouse district for Alashn in 1910 greatly Mcilitated the work of
thie huren.

And finally, public opinfon and construoctisg al” Thse Alpskn Railroad stimulated Congress o
approprinte Uhe necessary funds for the effective aperations of the Lighthouse Service, All of these (actors
combined to produce the highly developed system of aids to navigation which now oxists in Aluska
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A:dﬂ to navigation continued to Meurish as a vital asset to the Alaskan mariner. Eventaally,
16 light stations and numeroas ather aids were established, mast of which were in Boutheast Alaska
Cvaluly 1, 1939, the Lighthouse Service was transferrod to tho Coast Guard. Although some Lighthouse
Service employees were lob go, some keepers became Const Guardsmen, generally chief petty officers or
first class petty officers, Others wore retained as civilion keepers.

The Coast Guard introduced "Operation LAMP, & program Lo automate the service's 150
lichthouses nationwide, in 1968. Asaresult, all light stations in Alaska ware autemated and unmanned,
The Iast light te be unmanned was Five Fingor Light Station in 1984,

Im 1345, the Coast Guard introduced the lorpn (long range aids (o navigation ) system Lo help paide
the mariners of Alaskn. Loran is an electronic system wherehy twa stations, synchronize signals. Thess
signal pulses are received aboard o ship by a loran receiver, which electronically mensures the intervals
batween the Limes of their receptions in nsplit second. A shiporairerall can pinpoint its position by thess
radio signals, There are six loran stations in Alaskn: Tok, Kodiak, Port Clarence, Attu, 8t Paul and
Shoaal Cove

The keepersof Alnska light stations are pone The 12 rempining lighthouses are main tained by Consl
Guard civil engineers who survey the buildings every two years to determine the structures soundness.
Buoy tenders and the Seventeenth Const Guard Distries Aids to Navigation Team maintain the
appearance and keep the lamps burming brightly

Loran Station Atiu, locaed on the last sland of the Aloutians, was commissioned in the 19608,
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TABLE 2

Light Stations in Alaska
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Lighthouses

ofthe Seventeenth Coast Guard District
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lt:Eld red Rock
L Point Sherman *

Sentinel Island
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Sentinel Island Light
Cirea: 1902
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The Coasl Guard Cutier Liberty transpors 8 crew (o service Sentinel Istand Light In 1991,

Sentinel Island Light Station

As one of the earliest lghthouses in Alnsko, Sentinel lsland Light Station marked the northerly end
ol Favoribe Channel into Lynn Cannl, 23 miles northwest ofJuneaw. It was constructed by Georgo Jamas
of Juneau at o cost of $21,287, and was first Hghted on March 1, 1802, (The HSitka Alaskan July 27, 1901;
1: AR 1900 285 AR 1901: 210; AR 18903 Z241)

The light siation originally consisted of a keeper's dwelling, fog signal house, oil house, wharf,
derrick, carpenter shop, and a tramway linking the wharf and il house. Most of the minor structures
wiore huilt in 190304, The fourth-ardor, Axed-white light, 82 feet above mean high water, or aboak 43
feal above lnnd, was displayed from a square tower nttached to the centor of the westerly front of the
keopers dwelling, which was o square, douhle, bwo-stary building with hipped eroas gables, The fog-
gignal house, equipped with o third-clnss Daboll trumpet, was 60 Tesl wosiarly of the oil house, All
structures wers wooden, painted white with brown roofe. (LL 1908; 108; LL 1909 46-47, AR 1904; 173,
AR 1805 173)

Through the yvears, the station was perisdically improved. In 1926, a new illuminating npparatus
waainstalled, increasing the eandlopowor from 600 to 1,600, (AG 1926: 703 The intensity of the light was
again increased in 1929, when the illuminant wns chonged from acotylens to eloctricity. A second-cluss,
chort-range radio beacon was placed in operation in December 1928, (AG 1929: 66; AG 193 1: 90 AR 1928;
A1 AL 1929: 3) Finally, during the venrs 1933 (o 1935, o light and fog-signal building was conatructed
with reinforeed conercte nt o cost of £35,310, A sguare tower (11" x 11" x 25 projectad above the roof of
i bwo-story Tog-signal building (28° X 847, (ARSC 1933; 116; AG 1834: 27; ARSC 1935: 128; USCG
January 18, 19874: p.c.; Snow 1835 276)

Due ta inflation and technologieal ndvancos, the light station was anmanned and sutomated in 1966,
The twao-story keepers’ dwelling wos retnined until 187 L, when burned by the U, 3. Coast Guard. Only
the tower and Moundastions of the keepers’ dwelling and ariginal fog-signnl house remain ofi 6.55 aeroes
af the lighthouse resorvation, In June 1987, the erew of he ooy tender Woosdrash installed 15 solar

panels at the light to reduce the need for generators, and to cut maintenance cests, (USCE January 15,
1574 L - Thrasher 1974; 12-13)
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Lelt: Senlinel Island’s wharl
and boathousa, June 21, 1915,
Bollom: Chief Petty Officer
Warran Woodell, officer In
charge of the Alds 1o Mavigation
Team in Sitka, and Senlor Chief
FPetty OHlcer Bruce Claveau of
Juneau, check the light's solar
panegls, which were Installed In
1987,
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Five Finger Islands Light Station

Five Finger Light Station is lecated 37 miles northwest of Petersburg, in the nertherly part of
Froderick Sound Contracted for $22 500 on July 6, 1901, the station wos completed during the lutter
part of January 1902, The light wos displayed for the first time on March 1, 1902, Because all of the
light station’s structures were complete before Bontinel Island Light, some conaider Five Fingor Light
the first manned light station in Alaska

Rising from the southerly end of the roof of o bwo-story dwelling, which also housed the fog-signol
appiratus (u Daboll trumpet), the 49-foot square tower diaploy ed a fourth-order (420 c.p.), fixed-white
light, 68 feet above mean high water. Northward of the light and fog-signal bullding was an oil house
an o concrete pier. Other structures included o Innding platfarm, which was raised four foot,
strengthened and enlarged in 190344, a workshoep (12 = 20°), and an engine house. The hoisting engne
and boiler were near the lnnding platform. All struclures were wooden, painted white with brown rools,
(AR 1904: 171: AR 1906: 176-77; LL 1908; 107; LL 15900: 46-47)

In late 1931, the station was improved with a third-class radio beacon, making it the sixth in Alaska
with such facilities. (AG 1831; 90) The light and fog-signal building was destroyed by fire on Decombor
8 1933, The crew of lighthouse tender Cednar was landing supplies at the time and helped save the
hoathouse and corpenter shop, By Decomber 1935, st a cost of $92, 267, a new light station waos
commissionsd on o nearby islond, (57, 16 007 N £ 133 37 12" W), (ARSC 1834: 107; ARSC 19368: 123)

Located on acencrete pier, the one-story, reinforced concrete building (40" X 40°) with a square tower
(13" X 13 X 68 rising from its center, howsed all squipment anid thres keeper. The fourth-ordor (7,100
e.p.)electric light was shown 81 feet above water. The Noor of the structurs included a combination hving

The original Five Finger Light Station, completed in March 1902, was destroyed by fire In 1933,
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Abowe: Flva Fingor Light
imihe 19605, Lett: Con-
struction of the 2pcond
Five Finger Light in 1935,

Ty m il |l.|!|'|||-|r_ fariir |1|'|.|_'rr_|-.|_|-|r||..1
bath, beiiler room, radia roons,
NG fO00, baltery room, ond
storage spaec, he Lhree-qguarier
Fapmemment was Tall of -I1|.'||'§1||||-I-l_l,I
mll e wluogilicnte A now radis
boneon was eynchiromized with the
Ch srenned ner |:||.'||.||||-r||-' fopE-npe-
i1l I s arve s stnry, ||-|||l:r|p_||.;.|r
'|.u||.||||||.:., " b-ulihl.ill” I'\.-|_-l_-:|:|I mrudd
numeraues ClElernie wore [ocoted
mear Lthe liphthouse, [(Mestresat
P 120 AL 1905 27, Ads 19054
20, ARSC 1836 123 LSO 106849:
140, USCGR Janwary 15, 1874 pee.)

Five Finger Light Station
became the lant lighthouse i
Mlaskhas 1o bw  sulomsbied £im
Aupust 14, I8E4. the last four
ConstGuordasmen lefl the atatann
Fave Finger lLaght Sintiee also
wred s me o bt ronge] weither for
cusbing center
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Scotech Cap Light Station

Scotch Cap Light Station, located on Unimak Island, was the first light erected on the outside const
of Alaska, Marking the inside entrance to Unimak Pass, TO miles northeast of Dutch H arber, Scotch Cap
Light was the most seutherly in Alaska, It wasone of the most isolated light stations, particularly during
the winter when travel to the station by boat wos often hampered by adverse weather conditions. Scotch
Cap's nearest neighbor was Cape Sarichef Light Station, 22 miles to the southeast.

Storics abound recounting the hardships of the Sceteh Cap keepers. One keaspor, for example,
roportedly froce both of his hands while trying to go from the lighthouwss tower Lo his home during a
blizzard : his life was saved by 6 dog that led him to safety, (CDAMay 3, 1911: 3) Because of the hazardous
duty at Seoteh Cap, each of the three keepers received one year's vacation every four years. No families
wera allowed to remain at the station, (IS0 1957 3)

Marking the southerly entrance of a natural reute through the Aleatian Islpnds, the station is &
rmonament to many ship disasters, before and aler its establishment. In 19049, the eannery 5-I-'|-'I:'H|-.:I" ehip
Columbia was wrecked near Unimak lsland, 1t teok two weeks before a ship could relieve the lighthouse
keepers of the vessel’s 194 crew members, (CDA May 28, 1908: 4) The Japanese freighter Hoshun Maru,
lost in & snowstorm, ran up the beach noarthe light station in 1930, as one author put it, “with the Seotch
Cap siren blowing in her ear.” (Willoughby 1946: 182-83) In 1942, the Russion freighter Turksib was
wrecked near the station, with the loss of the captain and one sailer, The 60 survivers were cared for by
“.\:“ | E“‘ hﬁki?‘ﬁ' HE:D[‘T:' ﬁ”— !i-E"i'ﬂ"ﬂl “'E-Eik 5, 10 rescue }lh l'P I'_pl-_l-| g .II,I‘_! |l,' i ﬂ'er1'.| th L] :‘-t-ﬂliﬂ-ﬂ- d'l.“.! 4.1 m“g}l BBAE.
(Snow 1B85: 2T

Bids Lo construct Scotch Cap Lighthouse were opened on March 22, 1802, All were subsequently
rejected as too expensive. The Lighthouze Board then hired laborers and purcha sed most of the
construction materials. OnJune23, 1902, the steamer Homer left Seattle for Scotch Cap with 30 workers
and a dector. (AR 1902: 241; AR 1906: 178; Deane 1938: 21) Although the fop-sigmal was placed in
operation onJuly 15, 1903, the station was not lighted untilJuly 18, The preject was completed at a total
cost of §76,571. (AR October 15, 1903: 88; Deane 1938: 21)
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Opposite page: The originnl Scoteh Cap Light
Station, 1903, ODelow: The second lighihouse
sharly after It was erected In 1940, The origl-
nal Hghitouse |s visible bahind and to the Figin
of tha nowor siruciurs.

Egquipped with a third-arder, ffxed-white lght (2,300 e p, b nnd o 10-ineh alr whistle, fog-signal, thoe
station was located on a low bluff nenr the hbonch, The light and fog-signal bullding wae o sne-story,
wonden, oetngonal structure with o pyramidal reof, from which rose nn octagon tower surmounted by a
Black cylindrical lnntorn, Tho hetght of the structure wos ot least 36 feet, lon ving the light 940 fest alsxve
FAedn hl‘“.l wntar. Two oil howsos, thres dw ellinges, o barm, and & bosthaoss were losated seathwestward
of the lighthouse. (LL 1008; 115; LL 190%; 46-47; LL 1916; 144-45; AR 1905 176-7) Loter, in 1904-05,
n windbreak was erected behind the fog-signal building, a telephane and eall-bell system installed, and
n handrail wns placed along the roadway from the dwelling= to the fog-signol building. (AT 1905, 173)

Dl-l-l'“'l: the JE.E‘JH I'l“lJ 19308, bath |i|'_|‘|! sitntions on fnimak r-.l;-m-], “nlll_l-ru.-q_'nl_ im:pr\uvn-mnnr.n.
alterations, and finmlly, reconsteuction, In 1922.23, the U5, Navy installod radio-telephones ot the
stubliong, (AR 1923 133

Fiva yaares later, now fog-signal engnes and campressara were ploced inoperation . (AR 1928 4) First-
class rodio bencons wers inatalled in 193031 (AG 1930; 77 AG 1931: 940) Finally, in 1940, at n cost of
albout S160, 0, a new conerels relnloresd 1|H|||_'||u_|u-|l- uned fog-sigmal building was erected anly o fow
wards from the sriginm] lighthouge site. A concrote soa wall was Glsa placed ficor the station, (AG 1939
A7 AL 1940: 3B: AG 1941; 43 ARSC 1830 128)

On f\-l}l"ll 1, 18946, nt 2:18 p.m.. disaster sbrack Scaotch ::‘.‘Ip "Terrilie roj illi,: Mroim aoemn 111_'.'|rd,|
followed immedia h"l_‘!’ by terrific sen, |L||l||r1\1||:'|| rorsie filbwvo c1ifT and struck station L CAUEImE eonstdorable
dnmnges,” wrole the wilchstander at the Eadio Direetlon Finding Unit, located on the cliff averlooling
the light station. The IVF Unit watchstander ym maediately tried Lo reach the light station by radio, but
received no reply, The wateh nated in the bog that Scoteh Cap's “lght extingpuished and horn silent”, Thg
el licer vn CI‘II!TJ:E of the TWF ststion ordesed his mon to I'Ilj:h pr grownds. The taunami,. balicved Lo be 100
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fivet high, destroyved the entire station, killing all
five Const Guordsmon. The bodies of Chicf Bont-
swnin e Mate Anthony Lawranee Pettit, Fireman
1t Clasn odack Colvin, Seamnn §st Olass Dewey
Dvwkstrn, Motor Macshinist's Mate 2nd Class La-
onmrd Pickering, and Seaman 1st Class Paul
Jomos MNean wadshed up on the beach a fow days
later, identified only by their bridgework and jew-
elry. The foundations of the former Hght and fog.
signal building were still vigible in 1967, (Snow
1855: 278-80; USCG January 15, 1874: p.c.)

Shartly after the disnstor, a temporary un-
watched electric light and a radio beseon, dis-
played from a sinall white house, wore ostab
lished at Bcotch Cop, By sarly 1850, a new light
ond fog-signal station was commissioned, this
time located on the cliff safily above the sen, (64,
228 AET NS 1647 44 367 W), (USCG 1857: 3; Gibhbe
18450, 218-21; Snow 1955; 280)

From a sguars tower (16" X 167 nsing from the
ond of o flnt-roofed, rectanpFular (20° x 347, one-
story concrete structurs, an slectric white light
(240,000 e, p5.) is displayed 118 foot above witer,
Bahind the lighthouso s o Aat-reofed, ohlong,
eonmérdle sbructure, prosumably Lhe keapers” gunrs
pors and laran facilities, and n while guonset o,
AL somie distaner noribward of the |i}:hthbl]l\.t" IB
an unidentified two-story, reetanpular structure
with two one-stery buildings attached, (LUSCP
1854 349; Snow 1966 280k LSOO 10657 5 IS0
danuary 15, 1974: p.o.)

The Hghthéuse reservation includes 8852
acres of lonnd. Im 197 1, the station wos nutomated
and unmanned. (USCO January 15, 1974 pod

Above: Debris of Scotch Cap Light Stion ks
girewn alang the beach afler 8 isunumi siruck
the stotion an April Fools® Day 1946,

Dalow: Today, Scotch Cap Light 15 located atop
a clilf above the original lighthouse siie. Oppo-
slio pago: Koopors Oscar Lindberg (Iet) and
“Uncie” Barney Lokken poss with a Chrisimas
tree dellvered by a passing sieamear. No iroes
grow on Unimak lsland.
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The ariginal ighthouse struciure a1 Mary Isfand.

Mary Island Light Station

The second lghthouse sneoantered by sealarers enfering the Inside Passage from the south was
Maory Island Light Stotion, one of the Mirst in Alaska recommended by the Bonrd of Lipghthouses. Aseas iy
as 1880, the Board roguested $80,000 for the station, When, in 1892 o customs house was esiablished
on Mary lsland, 10 miles south of Hetchikan, the board proposed te place a “small, inexpoansive light™ on
the island, rensoning that the light could be maintained by eustoms employees ot on pnnanl cost of 3800,
Howaver, ':l:l'.lﬁﬂr\'l."ﬂ'i fuiled Lo act on the recoimmendation. (AR 1850, 325, AR 1853 200 AR 1H53: 176-77)

Shortly after the Klondike Gold Rueh of 189788, Congross nuthorized o light station on Mary Teland
and approprinted the necessary funds, Tho Board of Lighthouses gronted o building contract on April
1 l,J 1 ER0NEE, ’_|llll_!l.l1|: b Ll site fnn lmits hf:l_‘-‘ I:‘.-'H'IE, the contractors © l'-r|||.1|-n | r.l'l‘l'! |ill'{l'_|'|"\'L 11 -\.I'IJ Il_'!' a1, 19E.
Thi station was lghted for the first time on Ju'lll.- 15, 1903, (AR 1902 241, AR (dctobher 15, 190C1: 85 A
1Bi04; 170)

The main strueture at the light stnbion wos on octagonal, ene- story, woodon fog-slgmal building with
a pyramidal rool, surmounted by an octagonal tower with a black ey lindrical lantern, Afourth-order light
was displayed 455 feet above land or
67.5 fect above watar, Tho third clase
fop-signal, a Daball trampet, projected
arjus i F 1_-, Teom the structure. Aboot A0
fool behind the liphthouse were Lwis,
one-story, palvanized-iren ailheuses
Twoone-and-ane-hal-stary frama dwell
INIEER W mhout 100 fect behind the
light nnd fog-signal building. A boat-
houss, charheuse, and dorrck, oneh o
nne-stary frame structure, were located

The surl boat at Maory [3iond.
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MMary Island"s living
quarers

wost of the lighthousa
(L 1908 100y LL LB
A4-45;: Ll 1916; 118-19;
AR 1805 176-TT)

While the Bureaua of
Lighthoused improvod
thestntion in 1928, when
a mew illamminmtinge mppane
ralus was l'|||-|_:_-|!|l|_l|_|.
thorchy incronsing tha
intonsity of the lipht from
BN b 6 DD candlepsower;
mriid JI.|."-|'rI|_ i 1931 : sl
m third clnss rodio Fscmeon was ph-ﬂ.'l—lll iy operraticn, tho LT, S, Const Guard determined in the lnte 19308
thiat the lighthouse regquired reconstruction. {AG 19246: 70: AG 1930: 77 During the yoars 1936 te 1938,
a new lphthouse of roinforced conerete wns conatructed on Maory Islnnd nl on expense of §54, 792 (AL
LT, A1 AG 1UO0E 9. sH= 193 196)

Altached to the conter of B loaw, one Ly 1||:-|||||||H_ a vl bar, sugesgurs Lovwangrr IIII-||I1|I._'h.'l|lI n |i‘=h1 Th [eel
above wiler oF 61 Teet above laml The Aret eor of the building contained engines, air CEMPTEEROrS,
electric penorators for rodio hooean LEOngm lLLo P cile, The batement housed the heating plant, fuel, and
pupplies. Apparently the oripgainnl, o frome, one-pmd-ome a5 s elleregs wilh swepl darmers was near the
||r_|‘|| sl rlI|-;-'|-|lH|IIll.II.:1’rtl!lHl ilaar “.|'||.|.r
dwolling wnas probably destroved
Otheor structures included n boat
housa, Lramway, cisterns, and nl least
tare  miriga ] lier IIIJII-IIiIIH'\-n._ all wopre
linked with conerete walks, (AHRSC
1038 136 JelTorey 1055 133; Deanc
PR 20 LE0E Chetnbver T, 1974 poe )

Thiw |||,:h| shatlon is locabed o
198 neres ol lighthouse recervntion; it
wnu unmanmned nnd reduced to nom
mar hEhe in Apcill TEER, AL that Lame,
1."'" 'I|II|II| 1II'.I':'IIII Wik IIi‘-H'IIrI.I.'III'I:I'It

(Thrusher 19T4;: 12-13).

The newer struciure at Mary [sland
in 1965
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Lincoln Rock Light Sialion

Located ot the saoestas rl_‘l,,' pind ol Clarenee Steail, 54 milos northwiesst of Ketehiknn, Lincoln Rock |.-i1:h-l
Station proved to be one of the more difficult to build in Alaska, Tha construction project wins awraridiod
to the only hidder in Morch 1802, Despite losing his lumber, a emall etoamer and haree whils on route
to the site, the contractor finally landed on Lincaln Hock in May 1902, By Auguest, however, construction
WSl I1.I|||:FH,-'|! I..IIH B mteriiine

Thon, in June 1903, the controct wos annulled when it was discovered thatl the contracior persisimd
in using substandard materiale. Abandoninmg the contraet mothad, the Lighthouse Bonrd hired its own
lakbarers. T'he projpect wos f'l1-|||||:r carmplotodd in lade TEHEY, OFn Diecember 1, 1903, the station wias lli.:'l'l il
fur the Tirst Limus. CAR 1902 241; AR October 15, 1905 BH; AR 159041 171)

From the :.'-:u1.l:|1.rrl_1.- 1,|-r|_|'l ur“ BuEIre, |l,l,'-;,|--l-.|_||r:.' |.\.'|,||||,||l||. IIH.i'”.l:lH bnalli ey 0 eoncrelbs IJ;I."'. FLRECFLTRLT g
tower displayed o fourth-order, fixed white light, 57,75 feol above water or about 41 foot above land. The
fog signal, a Daball tBrampet, was lecated on the northerly ond of the westerly side of the moin structure.
Mo rl.]ll,-r!:r ol e 1ii:il| Fspaase wims man o Thasuisse e derrick. As the rock was submerped ak hagh water, &
cutwater was placed on the south side of the pier to split sen waves and thus prevent Lthelr broaking
ngainst the lighthouse, (AR 1804 171 AR 1805 17677 LL 1908 103; LL 190%; 44-45)
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Oppoeiio pago: The ariginal Linsaln
FRock Lighthouse, circa: 1805, LeM: A
fixwed light was reconsiructed at the
original slte, circa: 1944,

The cutwatar nevar proved effective. Shortly
afler the station wns commissioned, part of the
landing platform was carried away by high seas.
(AR 1905 173) On November 28, 1904, and again,
an April 14, 1910, tho lighthouss (teoll was so-
verely domaged by storms,

After estnhlishing s tempornry light, the lght-
house Keepers evacunted Lincoln Rock on the
Army Steamer Poterson. (CDA Decembaor 1, 18408:
AR 1910 50; Thrasher 15974 12-13)

ImBMarch 1811, Congress authorized the eecon-
struction of Lincoln Reck Light Statien at s cost not 1o exceed $25,000. The Light House Board choso to
witnblish n fog signnl station on asamall islor (66037 247 M/ 1327 41 48") about 440 yards from the former
lighthouse site, which was marked by nn acetylene hght. Completed at an expense of 524,774, the newly
manned station was commissioned on Chetober 10, 1917 (AR 1910, 50, AR 1911 80, AR 1915 54 L1 1918:
120-21: Hollamd 19732 15913

Lincoln Reck Light Station was pormanently unmanned ond discstablished in March 1868,

o e

Haow she of Lincoin Reck Lighthouse's 1og signal station In 1947,
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Tree Point Light Station
19004-1935
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Trew Poind Light Station

Marking the entrance to Revillnpigede Chonngl, Tree Point Light Station was approved for
constraction by the Board of Lighthouses on April 24, 1903, The project was undertnken by hired labor
and completed on April 30, 1804, when the hght was first displonyod.

Two weoks later, however, a "glight " domaged the stobion, Within a ahort time, TODAITS WErE
maide and the station was apnin ploced in opemtion. (AR 1804 170; AR Oetober 15, 1903; B8)

Tree Peint Light Stution, 40 miles south of Ketehikan, was equipped with a third-arder, fixed-white
light with & red scetor covering the Lord Rocks and o first-claas, oilburning, fog-sipnal air siren, Rising
from tho center of the fog-signal and keepers’ building was none-story, wooden, octagonal structure with

a pyramidnl roof, The cetngonal tower disploved a light 86,5 fect above sca lovel or aboat 36,5 fout above
land.

Jmm—— T SN

Tho now Tree Point Light Statlon nears completion (n 1935.
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Balow: The stallon's small boal Is lowored to tho
wategr, Bollom: Tree Polnt Light in the 18505,

Twocilhousor wore situnted S0 dand 100 Feet, re-
spectively, canterly of the light and foge-sipn | buoald-
ing. All gtruciores wors whils with hrown roofs.
The cylindrieal lantern wos groy with a blaek roaf.
(LL 1908: 100; LL 1909 44-45; LL 1%16: 118; Alt
LES: | The="T7)

In Lhin I'I'I.Iu,' ]'3.1[3‘!... Ll Pliririsn af I_ir[h.l_h_uq:-r..;.:
suthoriged roconstruction of tho station with rein-
forcod eonerote, (ACE 10G34: 29 Wark began in 19751
and was completed in V815 The entire pruject cosk
S84, 048 The light and fog-signal boilding isell
cost 547 481, (AR [934: 1L6; Short and Stanles-
Brown ; G647

Attarberd st diar vigas -ll,.l,-l,;.rll,.'r 1’1:;_-: h'il.,"ﬁ:lll.'llllll'jll'lﬁ'. ]
srpuare tower (13 X 13 dieplayved a light 68 fool
nbove lond. The basement (18 X 300 of the strue-
ture contarned a S000 jpallon fueel-ofl tonk, o coal
sbioornpgie bin, alr receivers, and a8 wiator henting
beilor, The first floar housed machinery and o
amnll oflice room. The firsl Toor al the (ower wins
used for Laiery stornge, the socond nnd Tourth
wlories, for sorape, The third floor howsed tha
dinphone opernting room. CARSE! TRES: 1240, 11500
fletntwer 7. 1874 pod

o 3869, Lthe station was disestablishod ond
reiluend ta a minor light. (Theoaber 159074100 1t s
loctiteed e 1207 neres of o rif:htlluu'\.ll FirtR Fvinl g
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Cape Sarichef Light Station
1530
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%E’;'lﬂhﬂf Ia.ght H-t'.at:r.

e

1930
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In 1850, Cope Sarahal Light
Siation was placed on the bBlull
a#bove the arginal ighthouse Site,

PR N

Cupe Sarichef Light Station

The most westerly liphthouse i MNorth Americn, Unpe Snrichef Lipht Stotion 13 locoted an the
northwestern coast of Unimak Island, 78 males north of Dueteh Horbor, markiog the northern entrance
to Unimak Poas. Like Scotch Cap, Cope Sorichel Lighthouse was anee poted the mest zolated in
Amencn, especially Trom December 1 to March 1, when the light was shut down beepuse the Bering Sea
wis frozen, (Willoughby 1946; 174: USCG 1957 1) lsclation was tough on seme; ethers, such ag Keoper
Ted Pedersen, (1929-1935) longed fer the solitede, "L was peoeelul. You were part of the elements and
|.i.1.-'|:|:| Frvu-m duy [ ¥a] I:|I.I:|l'. I was o free human I.1|+in|-.:." bie gabel

I ten during the winter months, when the sens were too roagh to land o beat on the Bering Sea side
of Unimak Teland, the mail was diverted to Seetch Cap Light Station on the epposite side of the island.
According Lo Pedersen, once Lhe mail didn't arcive for five months,

Bide for construetion of Cape Sarichef liphthouse wors called on March 22, 1902, All were rejected
ms oo excessive. (AR T90E2: 24 1] In early 1903, hired libor began constraetion and eompleted the project
on Cetober 1, 1903, Boemusa thoe lnntern had not arrived inlime, construoction workers reburmed Lo Caps
Barichelin May 1904 and installed the hight. Completed at o cost of $80,004), the station was first ighted
o July 1, 1904, (AR Oetober 15, 1903: 88; AR 1904; 171; Gibbs 1555 218, Hollaend 1972 1523

Facilities ot Cape Sarichef included o third-order, fined white light (2,300 c.p.b and a first-closs,
putematic fog-signal siren, operated by compressed air, The eylindrical lantern, 35 feet above lnnd, was
placed on an cctagonal tower, rising from the apex of the pyromidal reof of o ene-stery, setagenal fog
gignul building: the light was shown 126.5 feet abosve sien level, Twao oilhouses, three dwellings, and a
barn wore loeated southensterly of the lighthouse. During the 13308, the barn was usod for the station
wuriboal,
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Keoopor Ed Moore gives nasistant
kesper Ted Podersan a halrcul atter
Tad relurned from & Yyear's loave
wilh pay in 1830, Whnean &63-yoear-obkd
Moore rotired atter 20 years of
sirrvice In 1933, Pedersen ook ovor
as keopar.

't mf the dwellings weres e
picrtandly mover oceupied, by order of
thiar Lighthowss Indpector, who, Upon
vigiting the station, bolioved @ Lo
isalated for keepery amilies Flow-
wver, Lhore are reports af koapory poeri
odically hoving thair familios atay ot
the lipht station for shard, periods of
tirmes aliorkng Lhe sumeer i ths

A bonthouse, engino housa, nnd
derriel wiare leeatdd of a reol douth
weatorly of the Lighthonse, All wars
dimmayzed by storms in 1944 and suhse-
gk bby reploced]. Mosi struetines ol
Cape  Sarichel wore  woodon  and
pointad white with brown rools |LL
19ceR: 115 LI 1890k afi=-a7, Wilkouwglily
1044, 175; AR 1908 173, 1T6-77)

in Soptember 19034, the koopor
wins hoantings, he Topnd Ewao men wnn
alerririg am Bl ialamed; {lieir scbasoroer, the Coloalintae, Tl §E waiireidis] phias -||i||:|‘|.I: ill—ll"llll—I 18 miltes Crami I_':;l-p-q_l
Sarvichel Light. Whem o tifeboat from the Conet Guard Cuttor Cholnn attempiod to ronch the prouwndod
shiip to piek up the veesel s skipper, tha lifebant capgsized, The Conast Guardsmen and thees men freen the
Giladinior apent ning doys ot the lght sintion until the weather submded eneupgh for the Chedan o gret
clane !'Ilul.lr:]'l LIV] |.l;.|"|l. nigi Lhiin whraidlodd miiani

Following the Bcotch Cop Light Statien dicaster of 1846, the U5, Connt Guord completed plana to
conutruel i few highthoune of reinfereed eonerete 08 Cape Sarchef, Halighiod i 1005, the new statien
wilh lachnta] om Lhe eolpe af o hIatP 054 40 407 & 0 108, BA7 32 WY The Bossier, o e re-slory Wi,
limpel s o Mesbiiesps e lemeneie wliie gl (9,000 ¢ 4000, 177 feot above wator, Station foeilities also ineluded
o ruclio boticon and for-eimal gieen. Dhecedly belind the liphthanse was o large, ane story, ablong
ptructuro with o ot roaf A Lwo Alory i lelamg® wis dlbne lned. A Lhuonsel hul, cisterns, pnd severn] other
Esvindilenagra woerres lypemataed II-rII'I‘I-I'\.- Elomnered e wielbs Torkesd il vorious sbruciures. (Sraewe 1955 277 LSO
15T b Flollaned 1957 199, DIS00G January 45, 1874 po ) Only the foundptions of the esjrinal keopors
elworlbingen remained viglblo in 1886

o June By B the new” Light station was onmamned ond discontonaed . [0 wnn peploced by B
Lo Brrichel Laght, vesetel g os sheletpn stesl lower pdjacent to the old Tiphthouse During the samas
yuur, tho property wos turmed evor to tho WS Fiak and Wildlife Service

Tacobed an 1,845 norea ol o ||,'I'|‘||‘|'| okesdt Poad Pvalien, the Ulngse Samchel Lipht Siatian e l\,|'\-|||']_'|,- B EViE
nE i Salional Weather Sereice loreemstingf veriilasr,
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Falrwoy Island Light Siation, 1944,

Fairway Island Light Station

Rocommondod l1:,,' the Thirteenth 1 .||;|l|1 howse Misirictk mspectbor and eng@near in 190 ns the site for
o liphthouss, Fairway Island s just insgide the cns |;.|-r'|:|,' entrance Lo Perll Strmit, 28 miles northeast of
Sitka. The station wis conatrocted doring the summoer of 1904 and lghted on Seplember 1, The minor
Hhl slation marked a turninge point in Penl Soeait.

In 1804, Fai WLy Telmmel 1. i;|_r||'| L Biation was ane ol Towe manoar hiphthouses & stablished in Alaska,
Fao riy-one feet abave aean high water, tho fixed whits light was :I1'\-|.|,I|:l}'-|'ll Mrom n hlock, hexagonal, lens-
Inmtern on o six-foot, white, wooden, hexagonal tower. A one-and-ene-half stery wooden dwelling was
[Dl::l.l_l:'d_ A0 Fsisl saridl I‘l |,I-r:|:,l i ||' 1,'11,- i |r||1l towier. F .r_l WY fret woster |_'. al |h-1" tower wis o rectan = I Oar; 'ﬂ":":'d'-'“
bonthouse., Both buildinge wers painted

white with brown reefs, (L1 1508; 113; LL
1905 48-447 )

Unliks most in Aldaskn, the light stalsan
was apparently discatoblished sometime
betwesn the yenrs 1917 and 1926, during
which time an effisctive system ol un manned
stoke liphts was eatablishod in Peril Strait
The station iisall was Inter reploced by o
minor light. The former siantion was lacnied
on 298 pores of o |iH11l'|1iFLlh\.' resdryabion,
withdrawn in 18901 by arder of Prosident
Theodare Hoosevell, (USCP 1917: 208
USCE 19250 300

Tho dwallling at Falrway
Island Llnhl Station, 1915,

Lighthowses And othier alods 1o navigation in Alaska History
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Laft: Polnt Sherman Light in 1891,

Below: Polml Sharman Light Statlon, June 18248,

Point Sherman Light Station

The third lighthouse encountered by seafarers traveling from Juneau to Skogway is Point
Sherman Light Station, located 38 milea north of Junenu, It was the lnst miner slation established
in Alpskn. The light was constructed during the summer of 1904 nnd was fiest lightod on Oetober 18,

1904, (AR 1904: 171; AR 1908 173

Similar to the light on Faireay Isiand, the Point Sherman fized-white light (230 c.p.) was dis
played 42 feal above water from a black hexagonal lantern on a white, hexagonal, wesden woer, six
feet in height, Enstward of the light tower was a one-and-one-half story frame building and s
boathouse, both structures were painted white with brown roofs. A fence, about 600 fest in length,

surrounded the dwelling, (LL 1908: 108:; LL 1909: 46-47)

The lighthouse was not destroyed, but it was disestablished and reduced to a minor light shortly

P . Wy

A kespers family takes a boat ride near the station In the sary 1900s.

bofore 16517,
Apparently, the
light itaalf waa
nbondoned by
15832 nnd re
pluced with n
buoy nearby, In
1881, n dayhbonrd
and light wns
constructed on n
concrele block at
the site of the old
lighthowss, The
only other struc-
Eure remmining g
the sile are the
romnants of the
old keepor's
qunriers.
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Guard Islands Light Station
October 1966 =

S ——
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Guard Islands Light Station
October 1966
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Guard Islanda Light Statlon. (daté unknowin)
Guard Islands Light Station

Laoseated on the lnrgest of two islonds mine miles north of Ketehikan, Guard Islands Light Station
marked the sastorly entrance to Tonpnss Morrows. Hired lobor began construeting the station in the
summer of 1903, Before winter halted furiher consatruction in January 1504, the clearing, groding and
excavatinge of the lighthouse site waks completed. Hesaming work b June 1904, the laborers soon
completed the praject, lighting the station an Beptember 15, 1904, nearly two weeks befors expectntions,
(AR Octobor 15, 1903: B8; AR 1904; 17T0; AR 1905 1T3)

Unlike maost in Alnska, the early Guard lalands Light Station was classificd minor, A Nixod-white,
lens lantern Hght was displayved from a white, sguare, wooden tower; iL was shown 34 feel above land and
T fpel nbown wnter, The
only kecpor's house, o
one=pnd-nnehall sbory
frame building, wos
loeated 1040 feet north-
easterly of the towaer, An
oilbhouse was erected 50
fect oasterly of the
tower: and abasthouse
100 feot northerly, (LL
1908E: 102 1L 19409 44-

453

Anunusual feature
of the oarly light sta-
tian was the fog-signal
apparatus, It was sim.
ply a bell suspended

Guard Islands Light-
houze Im 1988
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The surl boot at Guard Islands LIghthouse,

Tfrom the northerly face of the light tower, struck by machinory overy 20 secaonds, (LL 1908: 102) Conpress
autherized highthouse improvements in March 1922, with n reinforeed conerete fog-signa | building (200
X 367 theroby replacing the old clock mechanism with an air dinphone fog signal, which was first oper-
ated an Febroary 206, 1924, AL the game time, the original light tower was replaced by a sguare tower
(10° = 10"} projecting 30 feot above thoe reel of the fop-signmal building. Another dwelling was ales
constructed, therchy providing for two kecpera with families at the atation. The project was completecd

nt an expenss of B46,5806. (A 1923: 56: AR 1920 46, A 1924 20.090; AT 1924 31 IR0 Janus ry 15,
1574 el

I'm 15938-349, the station was again improved by the installatien of radio telephones and o radio bencon
monitoring syatem, (AG 1939: 37). The radia beacon syatem was modified in 18956 for both marine nnd
airerall nm H'l-t:l'lli“lrl LALE 1906 17] [T 'Iﬂﬁﬂ'. elieie Lo Bl l';lu'u“ cosla ol :rll-lillh-luulll_'l-l :nl.:l.l_k Ty lFI_‘]1IIIlIIIHiI:"?I.I.
advances, the |.i.5;1'|r. stotion was nutomnted., Nething remains on the 10.5 acres lighthouso resorvation,
exedpl the actual Hghthouee and old fog signal building.

Guard Islands
Kecper George West
{leit) and wite, Alma,
{Fl-ﬂ.ﬂl} and asgisiant

weopor Mr, Wallon-
barg, and his wilo in
tha dining room at
Guard |slands Light=-
[jl={T5-T.H
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Point Retreat Light Station

Point Hetront Light Station was one of four minar light stations constructed in Alaskain 1904, It's
loentled on the II.u]‘l]H_lI‘Ijl |H!ihl of M ansfeld Peninsuln, .I"|l!|lll|.|l|1.}l |I1'||lll|.|.r 17 miiles northwest of Juresm
Construction bogon in early 1804; it ended on Sopromber 15, when tho station was firet ighted, (AR 1804;
171:; AR 1905: 173)

O the lens-lnntern order, the fizedwhite light was disployed ot lenst 19 fest nbove mean high water,
from & black hexagonal lantem, sel upon o six-fool, wooden, hexagonal tower, About 50 feet southerly
of the tower was a white, enoe-and-ane-half stery, frame dwelling with o brown reof. Apparently thore
worg two dwallings, but one burned shortly after conatruction, Enstward of the kecpers’ dwelling was
n recim I'II:II]Jl.l'I woislen bosithowse, The station oJid noel have a rnr:-l- i‘_::llll. (LI 1908 107; LL 1905 IIG--I-Tl
Dienne 1938: 23)

The lighthouse was unmanned nnd reduced to o minor light before 1917, but it wos reestablished and
uppraded in 1923-24 with the construction of o light and fog-signal building (34" X 20°) of reinfarced
concrebe, A square tower, rising 25 feet from the center of the roofl of the fog-signal building, displayed
o light 63 feet abave water,

Other facihities ineluded: bwoane-and-one-hall ato ¥, waaclen d wellings far bwao resdenl keapers with
fwmialies; o londing wharf with derrick and hoist; cisterns in solid rock ) a bosthouse, ete. The new station
waos eatablished ot o cost of $58.242, (USCP 1817: 160; AR 1923: 46; AR 1824: 31; AG 1824; 29; UFSCG
danunry 18, 1974: p.e.) In 1966, one of the keeper's quarters was razed to make room for o holicopter pad.

L.silisr i!lll!l’u wiri] weilh @ Pelio |:|I-|r1|.|.-|||-llI Poainl Belreal [.IIH.Ill Sistbon Menelianed eonl s l-.!jl aami kil IET“.
whaon it was again unmanned and downgraded to o minor light. A foghorm is powered by n set of battories
requiring only periodien] servies, (USCP 1962: 260; Thrasher 15974: 13) The stotion is lecated on 1,606
neres of n lighthowse reservation
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CG Lighthouses ...(page 69)

Opposie page: Workers nearly
coHnplate construction of Polnt Ra-
trast Light Statian in 1824,

Let: Kespsr Charles E, BMcleod
poses with his 2-year-okd s0n0,
Chares, & tha light stallon In 19248.
Mol aod was keeper from 1926 Lo
1930, when ha died. Beolow: Tha
Boalhouse ol Polrt Aesirsal.

Foint Hetreat Lighthouse, with salar panels, in 1950
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Eldred Rock Light Station

Although Eldred Rock Light Station was the Inst major light station commissioned in Alaska during
the surge in lighthouse construetion of 1902-06, it is the oldest original structure still standing in Alaskhn

Eldred Reck Light Station is lecated on the southenste rly part of Eldred Rock in Lynn Canal, nbout
50 miles north of Juneau. Adopting plans and specifications in May 1905, the Lighthouse Board
immedintely ordered construction by hired labor. The station was to be completed by November 1, 1905,
(AR 1905: 173 However, weather conditions hampored work, such that the station was not com pleted
and lighted wntil June 1, 19086, (AR 19046 L46)

The fourth-order ght (2,100 c.p.], 81 feet above mean high water, was shawn from an octagonal, gray
lantern and tower, which projected from the npex of o py ramidal-roofed, two-story, sctagonnl fog-signal
building. The lower atory of the building was congrote; the upper, wood,

Eldred Rock Light Statian in the 19204
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Opposite page: Eidrea
Rock keaper Sam Olasn
and his cal lake a o
rlde on ODoctober §, 1927
Laft: Tha light station B8
it eokad N Auguest
1986 Cidred Rock Light
Satlen B e obdest
orkg nal g vthouse
structure in Alnska,

The height of the structure was 56 feer; s dinmaeter, 52 feet. The feg sional was a first-class,
mubematic siren. About LSO feel northerly of the ghthouse stoad n white, woaden bepthouse, derrick,
and tramway. L1 130 T, Ll 180 4647, LSO January 15, TATA: pc

Tlinlike wthers i Alask m, Eld rasd Rosk I-lgl‘ll Lration was never rebaaill tHolland 1972 191)
However, improvements ware mndes throughaout the yenrs. In 192359, pradisteleophone was installed, (AG
1938: A7)

Im 1873, the Eldred Hock Laght Station was unmanned and downgraded to a minor light. At that
tigeee, Lhe Dight's senanad sagral anad radio beacon woers discontimued . The light charactecistic was changed
te m Mlashing white light every six seconds. (USCG January 15, 1974 poe.) The station e locatod on 2.4
meres of o lighthouse reservation,

When the stabion was unmanned, the Chilkat Valley Mewsin Haines wrote, "1laines has been made
nenre igdaelmtedd than ever belnre From s nesresl LET 1™ Fiben e o dbee somaibe A rl\.l-ll-li i "ﬁl.li,l HE 1 i“hllll_lu pie wbmi |-|j Cl
guard amidst the whims of wind und weather in Lynn Cansl. The most important faeet of this faciliny
ig pane: the human observer.”

Lighthouses And other aids 1o navigation in Alaska History
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Opposgile page: Erosion
approaches the original
Cape Hinchinbrook, 1932,
Lefi: Construction of tha
naw lighthouse |s nearly
complote In 1934,

Cape Hinchinbrook Light Station

Cape Hinchinbrook Light Station marks the entrance (o Princs William Sound, 88 milos south of
Vuldez. Itis the enly principal light in Southeentral Alnska waters. Recopnized as early as 1900 as the
gite for a Il.ghl'.hll'lll.tﬂ-ll'.', ik was mol unkil l‘QHﬂl whien stoarmier l:lrl;-F‘ruu wens wrecked on Hin Eh:nhm{:k Iﬁlﬂndp
that Congress nuthorized construction of the light station,

Although the Act of 1906 stipulabed 3125000 for the light station, Congress refused Lo nppropriate
ihe full amount at ence. Instead, $25,000 wos appreprioted in 1906, $50,000 in 1907, and the final sum
in 1908, Thus, construction did not begin until April 1908 by conbractor A B, Lewis of Standard Building
Company, Seattle. (AR 1906:; 146; AR 1909; 30; CDA Septomber 3, 1809: 1: CDA Octeber 18, 1910; 1; CDA
Moy 13, 1810: 1) Residents of Cordova believed that the light station would be "Uhe Mnest squipped and
most expensive light on the Alaska const,” (DA September 10, 1906 5)

Construction began with ahout 40 men immedintely after Conpress npproprinted the tetal amoent
for the lighthouse, bul work procecded slowly, Roupgh wentheor interfered with eermmunication and
tronaportation focilities. A scow filled with about $12,000 worth of materinls was washed away by a
storm; il was subsequently discoverad by two Indians, Willie Johnson and Johnny Poaul, on the beach of
Montague Island and recovered by officials. (CDA September 11, 1908: B)

By September 1909, work was called to o halt beenuse of the lote soason. Only the tramway from
the wharfto the structures ond the conerete wallaof the main structures to the Arst story were comipleted
LA 19E0: 50; CDA June 14, 1810 1} A temporary fixed-white light, 192 feet above wator, was catablished
on the second floor of the building for the winter, Because the lipht required attention every sight days,
ane keeper and his wifie remained ab the site, (CDA September 13, 1909: 1)

In June 1910, abeut 30 men returned to Cope Hinchinbrook and began construction. (AR 1910: 50)
Waork progressed swiftly, prompting W, Leick, chiefdroughtaman of lighthouss construction in Alaska,
to chsarve, “In all his exporience, ho never saw more substontin] preparations and arrangements for the
best of service than is going on at Coape inchinbrook.” (CTA Seplember 10, 1908: 5] The project was
Minally completed and the station lighted Movember 15, 1910, Total expenditures omounted to § 100,323
l:-:lnaidtrnb]_',' less than {':Ei'lrt'l:l.ll'.l.‘l. LAl 1911 Hd ) Thae pr:u,lll.l;l WHE, 05 OME ewspaper [upnrlurj. n
“practically indestructible” ghthouse. (CDA May 13, 1910: 1)

The light and fog-signal building wis 8 two-story, oclagonal structure (52 feet in dinmeter) of
reinforced conerato with a pyramidal frame roof covered with nsbestos shingles, Ttwns47 feet, 3 inches
hlﬂ"l “cur‘ El"]'.'lil’!“’l"lrl' Flr, 1910 1) An et nnl tower ol eoaner el foseE .||t;-|_1l|'|;- L|1.|_- 1_|ui|-|j'i||“'". cen bisr Lq Bl
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Cape Hinchinbrook's boathouse and launer,

hﬂ'lglll of nbhoul seven fu(li; it RUpPEricd o cast-1ron deck andd s Mirst-ordpr vortieal bor lantern, (AT 1919
B4 The lantern was 12 fect in dinmater and 18 fiewt in height, conetructed prancipally of plate glass. It
Mushed a white light with an antensity of alowt 20_0400 ciifidlepowor, visithle atm distencs of 20 to 25 miles.
-I‘]l.ll.'.lll[.,'h thie II‘:I‘II. WS 1r|'llllil":-|||.:rl o thErd ardaer, TN ey E et a 1!'1:lll!|:lllll:.- [T ik lhl} SAME POWET 08 &
first-order. (CDA Septombar 10, 1909 5 The Fight was displayed 235 fect pbove sen level (CTVA
Seplemlbarre 10, 1908 5 Cha September 7, 1910 1, LL 1916: 13895

From ene side of the main si ructure, part ol the fog-signnl bunldingr extended ws I:|;|:|.l about airht fest,
It was o one-story concrole sLracture withaut shinplea (AR 19178 943 The Mo sigmal or oir view was
I'.ii:lrll'rﬂ‘l.fl'l I1}' LW E."".HI! wil EOIEDE ond an aie COM [T RS I :|dd'“_'||:.|-| to r'.;l_"\. H'ilrl'l ml A pearalus, tha loswei=rF
Moor of the moin structure contained modern Baths nnd Invatorics, nn engine room, wrrkshop, store
rooms, and a tank roam for stor ing oil. The sccand Noor contalned liwing quariers for four keepers
Included were four bedroosms, sitting and dining room, kitchon asd pantry, Considered tharaughly
modern in every respoct,” the entire building was leated by m hot water plant. A concrete cistern with
ithi= t';lp:ll’."il.]-' al 15,004 En Ilans of water wiils locntod [T reeround Lo prEvent r.-,_.._l._'"lﬂ i winter. (CINA
Seplomber 10, 1909 5; Holland 1974: 193)

Other featiures of the station ineluded o carpenter shog ancd storehouse, angine houses, boathoase,
and oilliwuse, all of which were connected by cosicrete walks and tramway (AR 1913: 943 The ailhouss,
about 40 fect from the hgphthouse, was o (re-proof structure (19 x 3000 in which pabnits mnd the main oil
supply were stored. The carpentor shop and starelsuse contpined & complete set of corpenter and
machinisl touls, ns well og an ndequate supply of lumber and necessnry materinls. At the oot of the T
wits o lnrge derrick for hoisting bomts and supplics. A tram woy led Fram the mouih of Lennon Creck b
the lighthouse, Later, in 1931, a six-mile trail wos blaesd by the IT 5 FPorest Servies botween the light
statren and the prolectod wators aof English Bay al Port Elehies, whira O ergpenoy boaok |u.nr.|i|1u:| eaanlal
he: mude. (CDA Soptember 10, 1509: 5; AR 1930 41: AW March 27 1931 AR 1531 21, 25)

Cape Hinchinhrook Laght Station provided invaluable servies Lo commeres n Prinee William Sound.
Fishermen, steamship lines, bargos loaded with are from the worlid's largest coppor mines at Kennecolt,
and ships bearing oil from Katalln, were all abded by the new lighthowse. Thiswas na bess true for ofMeials
ol the Lighthouse Bureaw, In 1912, the lighthouss tonder Armerin struck o sobme geed amd unchartad
rock off Cape Hinchinhrook whils delivering cool to the station. It was the heepors whe rosoued the
marmers from Lhe totally wracked tender, 1AH 1913 19200 Due to the slEnificant Fise in marine
commerce about Prince Williom Sound, nnd in considorntion of the prevalent dense fop about Capa
Hinehinbrook, n more powerfisl Fugg signnl Celinphonel wos installed at the 1 alron in 1922-23 (AR 1903
46; AR 1922 a2

However, much as prople moy hove helivvied, i 1910, thot the light station was indestructible,
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events soon proved differenl. Due fo earthguakes in 1927 and 1928, the 180-foot cliff on which the
lighthouse was loeated progreasively eaved in. The Lighthouse Burean decided to build a new lighthouse
at ancther location on solid rack. The former lighthouse was conaidered ta he of “shealete design” and
itg lack of reinforced concrote prevented moving to another site, Im 1931, when Congress authorized
reconstruction of Lthe lighl station with an appropriation of $30,000, the construction project began
immediately. (AW March 27, 1931 3; AR 1931: 1, 35; AG 1931: 30) The project was completed in 1934,
at o costef $51, T3, The new hiphthowse was about 130 feet from the old site. (Snow 1955 276: AR 1931:
21, 35, ARSC 1934, 115)

Located on salid rock, the new light and fog-signal bullding, cccupying sbout 1,722 sguare feet of
pround, was o one-story, reinforced concrete structure (44' X 54°), finished with Meduss paint. The
squara tower prajected 67 fect from o corner of the structure. Using the lens and lantarn of the sld
lighthouse, the original lighl's intensity was maintained at 200,000 candlepower,

The arginnl fog-horn apparatus was replaced with Lwo-tone diaphones. Accommodations weore
provided for three keepers without families. Fuel tanks, radio tewer, severnl one-story buildings
surrounded the lighthouse. A tromway connected the main structure with the storage house. (AR 1931
33, A 1934 2T, AC 1839 37, ARSC 1939; 130; Gibbs 1955: 212; Snow 1855 276 USCG Janunry 15,
1974: p.cl

The station includes b 000 acres of a lighthouse reservation, The station was unmanned in the
summer of 1974, (USCE Janeary 16, 1974 pe; USCP 19564 59)

The Hghthouse as 1 looked In the 19805,

Lighthouses And ather aids (o navigation in Alaskas History
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Cape S0 Elias Light Station

Subimggguent L besreg iaaierianl ||-J- Witus Deeing in July 1714, Mewnt St. Elins has leng F:".I“:F":d' L]
e rLant ] e aE |:,h|:.-'|"||r.r_|:|r:l|' ol Alaskm rvipgalian Wt 11 waes ook mdil Ehe nke T0HIs et Ehe l-lﬁhmﬂuul-"
Bonrd seriously applied to Congress for an appropriation te constroct Uhe Cagee 30 FElins Light Btation,
G0k miles southeast of Cordova. 1n feet, (there was ne ottempl ot all to place n minor light mear thes
i|'|||_|l_|:|'|_;|.r|.|_ bzt rvad v r:-..r i ] ”"H"“I"'d A% “nme of the most dange Fouk pieirngs nlpng the entare coaak until
1512, -rhl"'ll. !'II-CI'I-\-'E""I'T" r qh.:. |'|F_|'h'| howee Lok Armerg wais s pare-l g 0T I||F|-|' ITinchinhroak “.'h||-|'\l e Fande
Lo amstal Lo tempornsy ight baoy. (CDA Septomibeer 25, 15913 40 Coinciding in b w 111 amner e sed federnl
T iy i Alaska, |-_-||lii_'||||:|r|_l, the conatructuwsn o The Slnska Bailreaad, CangreRs Fil'lﬂﬂf‘i' ||li-|‘|'-|r"'-"'l"'-"-1 EL]
'|:||.;'|1|. slatkior wi 1,'|||_||d $|_ l-'.ll:lh wreil EIRTELT iated BTG HNE for the purpoese on Croiober 4 1913 ['l'l::'l.ﬂ'
Feewmibeer 30, [R5 5

Fallowing Congress opprovil, there wis apparent uneertainly reguarding Lo dgeeared Ton i lightl station
Al Clapes B Flins Some residents of Seatile, for example, pebitioned the Departmaent of Comanerce 1l
to bwild the statico, wegoing westeswd the vees] Tore o liphtship about 10 miales off the cape o mark the
danperous Seutheast Rock, Thir Depariment ol Clanimienres e gl Lhe appenl with the view that o
lhphdshep woutld peguire more manbenanes | Hodid sgres to place o s Pigdet o] Baveosy oot Lo ok 0210
-.ru|_-. 2% 1914 4}

By 1914, survey work fur (e Bl station was completed and a temporary noebylene blink or light wae
plinced o Uhe eapo. Construetion Began in PR o6l by thee enil el the seasan, much of Lthe wark won
completed, LAR 181G 58: CDA June 23, 1904 1) With funds newrly e bimnsiel], Cagee B Elias Laghil
Hatioen, known to the keepers as “Hayg Baldy' | sons finadiy Lrphiticd an Septembar 16, 1816 (TCTFT July
26, 1916: 4. TCDT Jaly 30, 1910 4, [nllond 1972 V0 A L-fon bieoy, cquipped with on aceiylens Blinker
nndn whistle amd 2ubmaring sipnal bell, was anchored o Seotheast Rock on May 12, TH1E I T My
S0k 191E 1)

i '..lq-H.l Flins lapht BLatiomn wa s srasles i bf e v erry dagesct andwasthie pridae ol tha Lighthouste Service
Tha light was shown 85 feer absve water, Tom s white, square concrete tower (127 % 12 X 55, (Snow

=il Il“'h Ehypuwrs Aot otheed aodds Bo paw i;l.:_.'.ti“ll- in Alasks Hislory
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Opposile page and abowve: Construction of
Capo 51, Ellag Light S1otion B underyay in .JLrI]r
1916, Leli: Ted Pedersen was the ihird ass|s-
1ant kasper af 1he light station from 1927 o
1929 He refuimgdd Tor e yoor as the socond
Auslstant In 1537

PARS: 2TE TR Ty LS, 1974 poe b The light
nnd Tep sipmal appoernbos wos the latest madel, e
sxhihit ot the Panama-Pacific Intermatiannl Expo:
subanee Al Han Frooneisco Belors maebadlnticn st ths
new Blation UPUIYE Janowry 6, 1904 4 The tewer
extended Trom the carner of a v loreed enn el
foepr-miprria ] beniilidinge 0F0 X SRS A Mbher Taclidaes
tcloded g pwostery, reinloroed concrete keepers
chawerllings (340" & 345" bear and hoiel houses; and o
AL rmgne hl.l.l.5||||||; IO danaary G, 1916 4, AR
||:|'|||'| -'l.rl '-|-|||- t: .!"'\- H':Hllllt I!"-.u (L] iIIH!H”-I'-Ii S T LR
lovws wfimiton mi Lhe coupe nndd ploced it in the charge
ulfthe three hightheose keepers, therehy cnnhlhing
the peaple sl Katalln o learn afthe appraach of a
warmnat ] aenl FELECFEETE T A T T TS AL CUCITT alureues %,
1916 [ T Cleeaher 1927, the statwon became the
vcond i Alnska ta be equipped woath radie heacan
facilifies 1ALy 1928 /T AR PA2R- 1)
Sever rohall, Uhe Cape St Elias Light Siation

s wibdared an A9 geres of @ hgrhthouse reserva
Erwri Dt wes inrannedad ped ibove NiEr aded oA manoe
Liprhid ine 1 Bes swmmiimies v of 1974 ll':‘“i'"':'r.].luu.'lr_l.' 15,
TUT A )

Laghd o ses Mo eetbeer dols Sae mvavigationm in Alaska 1istar, 51
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Copo Sponcor Light in tho 19708
Cope Spencer Light Station

Cape Spencer Lopht Statuen s loecated on m small ieland ot the entrasnee e Cross Sound, T i les waal
of Jumean, It was first |||-;!:lw‘| pEr BUVES wwadlh o saal] unwatehed acely lese Deadoan, U Teet phenve water
CEFSC 19 b7 200, (Fildes TO5S. 206 100 Daae b |-||r.||-'|| recaritiiniemila Ligns llﬂ, canrrirercial inberesis mmad
aflivers of Uhie Lighthoosse Service, lsgginning os carlv ag 1908, Congeroess Dol ly authorized funds for con-
elruciion of the lght sbatoen in 1923, (A4 1125 535 AR 15406 146=47; AR 1924 36) Conslruction bogan
e Nay 13834, "The pragect was essenbally completed on Decembeer 10, 13000, w len Lhe stabien was lrsk
'|ii.'r|||r|l Tiotal ll'l.|nr||||i| ures s e B1TA BT (AR 1924 A6, AR 196 2627 000T ..'\IH._'H 13 1925 65, AR
1927 25;

Imsplaving o Tashing white hight (1 L0080 c.p.l, [0 foet nbsove woter, the hghthouse is on Ehe ouk
ermiast laree axlel south of the cape. The T4-hy - 14-fool lewer rose 25 feel from Uhe center af the Hat rosl’
ol i I-ill;.:lr'-'\-.l,:ll_l,'_ reanfipreed concieie |-II|_'|-l-\.l-|_‘|lI:-II 1|lu'||||||l|: B I, whiiel sillsa ||r|.|-¢'il|!r||. s rlers T
heepars. Other structures ineluaded o aton] dorrick and gaesline holst, one small nir hoist, bosthouse,
whaorf, blacksmith shoep, two hoist howse s, a landmng plotferm, and o tromway leadinge from the foe mgnad
Bunlcing: Lo Abe Bansfamge gelastfarm (AN VEET EGC dbikehs 1VH5E5S: U Tik LDSET Alclobwer 7, TUTH: pe b

”llrrll]_l,' Tab, V2G5 Fovelio Bsiciecenin watlu je o e el 0 gei i s arr voEe woas Nirsd [RTAEAN] imlirt] |l [.IlIH' ﬂ]u'lu'rl H
it was the first facility of its kind in Alaskn, (AR 1927 3) Although light intensity was lnter upgraded
Lo U i enndlepawer, the station has not been subjected to major alterations. The eriginol buildings
still stamel om 5 HAD peres of the station, althoogh the light idaeld was unmanned oo 1874, (LES0E 1857
2 Denne 1938, 28, Hoelland 1972: 193, USCE Janovary 15, 1974, poe)

82 l_ip;hlhnu_luflt And olher aids o pavigation in Alaska |‘|i.1|'||:r:,'
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Cape Decision Light Station

Located on the nuu'iwq-q.l.nrly i:'l.t.r:mil.:,r af Huiua |s1nnc|. B miles south nl‘Hil‘kn,ﬂnp-E Decimion L'igl'll:
Station was the last astablished in Alaska by the Liphthouse Burean. With a view ts commerso resulting
from large numbers of salmon canneries, herring salteries, and reduction planis on the coasts of
Chatham Strait, Sumner Strait, and Prince of Walea Island, the Lighthouse Bureau seriously pressed
for the new station in the late 15208, The bureou arpued that larger vessels were plying the Inside Pas-
guge and could nol pass
through Wrangell Narrows.
Most wvessels were thus
forced o make a detournenr
Cape Decision,

Also, an increasing
number of deep-sea fishing
vossols passed Cape Deci-
sion to nnd from the sen by
way of Cape Ommancy,
Congidering the fog condi.
Liona, strongitidal corrents,
and numersas off-lying
roeckhs, of which mariners
were warned by an ineffec-
tive acetylone lighton Span-
ish Islands, it was impera-
tive that a lipht station an
Cape Decision be con-
structed. (AR 1925:37; AR
1928: 42)

Wikh ﬂm‘lg_'rll“' initind
appropriotion of $659,400 in
July 1929, eonstruction of
theliphthouse began in Sep-
tember. Inadeguate funds
and wealher conditions
slowed the work. Mot unital
Mareh 16, 1932, wae the
project completed and the
station lighted. Total cost
of the light station wos
F158,000. (A 1929 65;
AR 1920 38 AR 1930: 4,
A0, 40; AW Mareh 27, 1931:
d: AR 18932 18; Snow 19658
276)

A Civil enginear checks
tha structure of Cape Do-
cislon Lighthousa in
1988,

Lighthouses And other alds to navigation in Alaska History
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Left: During the 1930%, all boats and
Supplles were holsted 1o the light
slatllon by derrick. Below: The stn-
tion's iwo boals and boathouse.
Botom: The baatholss burned an
Oclober 11, 1985,

The station provided quarters for three resident keepers. The liphthouse structure was a one-slory,
reinforeed concrete building (46" X 47°) with n square tower (12° X 12° X 40°) riaing from the center of the
roof. The Mashing electriclight (350,000 ¢.p.) was shown 96 feet above water or 75 feet above land, The
statien included o first-class fog-signal (two tyfons mounted on the rool) and a Class A radio bencon,
{Haolland 1972: 193.94; AG 1929: 65; AW March 27, 1931: 3: USCQ January 15, 1874: p.c.)

The originul structures sull remain on 218 neres of the lighthouse reservation, The light was
unmanned in 1974, (US00G January 15, 1974 ped

In October 1889, the station's boathouse was destroyed by fire 0s o result of human error. The fire
nlso damaged some of the station’s tram and dock

Lighthouses And other aids to navigation in Alaska History 85
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