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Abstract

The proposed action addressed in this environmental assessment (EA) is the transition of the
Expeditionary electronic attack (VAQ) squadrons at Naval Air Station (NAS) Whidbey Island,
Washington from the aging EA-6B Prowler aircraft to the newer EA-18G Growler aircraft. The EA
evaluates the potential environmental effects of transitioning the Expeditionary VAQ squadrons at NAS
Whidbey Island from the aging EA-6B Prowler to the newer EA-18G Growler in the 2012-2014
timeframe. The proposed action includes retaining the existing Expeditionary VAQ mission capabilities
at NAS Whidbey Island; performing the in-place transition of three existing Expeditionary VAQ
squadrons homebased at NAS Whidbey Island from the EA-6B aircraft to the EA-18G aircraft;
potentially relocating one Reserve Expeditionary VAQ EA-6B squadron from Joint Base Andrews to
NAS Whidbey Island and transitioning from the EA-6B aircraft to the EA-18G aircraft; adding up to 11
EA-18G aircraft to the Fleet Replacement Squadron (FRS) at NAS Whidbey Island to support the
Expeditionary VAQ community; modifying certain facilities at Ault Field to provide facilities and
functions to support the new aircraft type; and a modest increase in personnel to support the
Expeditionary VAQ community. The purpose of the proposed action is to provide deployable land-based
Expeditionary electronic attack community assets that meet Department of Defense requirements. The
proposed action is needed to retain the Expeditionary VAQ mission and capabilities.

This EA describes and analyzes three action alternatives and a No Action Alternative. The three action
alternatives differ in the number of aircraft and personnel. The proposed facility modifications for the
three action alternatives are identical, except for Hangar 12, where the need for or size of the proposed
addition to this hangar varies. Under the No Action Alternative, there would be no aircraft transition,
Fleet Replacement Squadron aircraft addition, facility modifications, or additional personnel stationed at
the installation. The No Action Alternative does not meet the purpose and need for the proposed action
with regard to national defense requirements; however, it is carried forward in the EA to provide an
environmental baseline for comparison. This EA analyzes the reasonably foreseeable environmental
impacts of the alternatives on airspace and airfield operations, noise, land use, threatened and endangered
species and other biological resources, water resources, air quality, cultural resources, socioeconomics,
and environmental management.

Please contact the following person with comments and questions:

Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Atlantic

ATTN: EA Project Manager for the Expeditionary VAQ Transition
6506 Hampton Boulevard

Building A, Third Floor

Norfolk, VA 23508

1 October 2012
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